^^w:-'  ^^ 


% 


.* 


V     • 


IN  THE  CUSTODY  OF  THE 

BOSTON     PUBLIC   LIBF?ARY. 


LF    N° 


fi\b 


*..  w  JIf 


^ 


THE 


ARMINL^N  MAGAZINE 


CONSISTING    OF 


EXTRACTS 


AND 


ORIGINAL    TREATISES 


O  N 


General  Redemption^ 


VOLUME    11. 

For  the  Year  1790. 


'■^'^>>>^^^<^^<<<<«<-<' 


Printed  in  Philadelphia* 

Sy  PRICHARD  &  HALLt  in   market   street,   and   sold  bvi  ' 
yOHN DICKlNSy  IN  FOURTH  street  (east  side)  near 

THE     CORNER     OF     RACE     STREET, 


cd  xc* 


ADAMS 


(     i"     ) 


TO    THE 


SUBSCRIBERS 


FOR    THE 


Arminian  Magazine^ 


DEAR  FRJENDS  AND  BRETHREN^ 

'T^HE  former  volume  of  this  work^  like  all  other  hurnan  com-^ 
pilations,  has  both  its  excellencies  and  defe&s.      But  as  we 
intend  to  aim  at  an  improvement  every  year,   wefiall  carefully 
attend  to  any  judicious  remarks,   which  our  candid  readers 
may  think  proper  to  fuggefl*      In  this  volume  you  have  more 
experimental  pieces  and  letters.      Bifliop  Ajhury  s  journal  en-- 
larged  may  have  its  ufe  to  his  own  heart,  by  reminding  him  of 
fome  of  the  viofl  painful  and  pleafing  circumflances  of  his  life. 
And  as  it  may  quicken  his  own  foul  on  review,  it  may  likewifere* 
mdnd  his  old  friends  of  fome  ifeful  matters ;  that  they  may  com- 
pare the paf  with  the  prefent,  and  either  weep  or  rejoice,  as  oc^ 
cafion  may  require,   when  they  meafure  their  prefent  with  their 
pijl  experience.      As  no  other  jatisfaElory  account  can  be  pro- 
cured, this  journal  will  be  the  more  acceptable  to  many,  as  it 
contains  a  brief  relation  of  the  progrefs  of  Methodifm,  flep 
by  flep,  through  the  continent  of  America, 

The  journal  of  our  very  venerable  friend,  John  We/ley^ 
needs  no  recommendation  at  all.  It  abounds  with  the  mofi 
pleafing  and  fimple  accounts  of  many  remarkable  places  and 
events  in  the  three  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain;  which  are  ve-^ 
ry  acceptable  both  to  Americans  and  Europeans.  But  what 
renders  this  journal  mof  prof  tabic,  is  his  faithful  and  cir^ 

cumjiantiaf 


{  '^^  ) 

ciunjiantial  account  of  the  work  oj  GOD  ;  and  the  in/lrumcntSi 
employed  both  for  and  againfl  it. 

In  this  volume,  you  alfo  have  the  life  and  death  of  our 
idmofi  iniviit able  friend^  John  Fletcher;  which,  confdering 
4he  compiler  and  the    matttr^  brings  its  own  recommmdation. 

It  is  worthy  of  obfervation  that,  in  time,  this  Magazine 
may  form  a  complete  American  library;  as  mofi  of  our  pub- 
lications will  be  included  therein.  Unbound  trads  are  foon 
damaged  or  lojl :  but  here  all  is  fecured  in  good  binding. 
And  this  Magazine  may  ferve  the  next  generation. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  to  keep  up  the  goodnefs  of  the 
paper,  printing  and  binding  ;  and  to  render  the  whole  wor\ 
MS  acceptable  and  ufeful  as  pofjible. 

Signed  in  behalf  of  the  council ^ 

FRANCIS    ASBURY, 

Baltimore,  Dec,  8,    1789,, 


^  Some  of  the  firft  volumes  of  this 
t^ork  are  yet  to  be  bad,  hy  a  timely  ap<- 
plication^ 


THR 


(     5     ) 


THE 


Arminian  Magazine, 

For  JANUARY    1790. 


An  APPEAL  to  the  GOSPEL  for  the  true  Dcarine 

of  D  IV  IN  E  PREDESTI>.!  ATI  ON,  COUCOrdf^d  With  thc 

Orthodox  DoBrine  of  GOD's  rR£E-GRACEj  and 
mail's  free-will. 

By  JOHN  PLAIFERE,  B.  D- 

^Concluded  from  Vol.  I.  Pa^e  560.]' 

CHAP.     IX. 

Concerning  the  Salvahility  of  the  Heathen. 

■^HAT  GOD,  for  the  merit  of  Clirift,  will  accept  of  the 
fincere  endeavours  of  all  men  who  live  according  to 
their  bell  abilities,  though  he  was  not  plcafcd  to  blefs 
all  with  the  light  of  revelation,  may  be  argued  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

If  we  make  a  refearch  into  what  all  religion  is  founded 
upon,  it  will  appear  principally  to  be  the  belief  of  the  Di- 
vine goodnefs.  Without  this  men  could  not  think  thc 
Supreme  Being  to  be  of  fuch  condefcenficn,  as  to  take 
notice  of  them  and  their  aftions  ;  much  lefs  would  any  crc, 
dit  his  having  revealed  himfelf  to  men,  or  reconciled  him- 
felf  to  us  by  the  incarnation  and  fufferings  of  his  Son. 
Whatfocver,  therefore,    weakens  the  belief  of  this,  muft 

leffca 
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lefTen  the  credibility  of  religion.  But  that  GOD  (hould  not 
only  have  given  greater  light  to  the  viable  church,  but  alfa 
have  wholly  excluded  the  bulk  of  mankind,  who  never  had 
opportunity  of  coming  within  the  pale  of  it,  from  a  poffi^ 
bility  of  falvation,  feems  no  way  reconcileable  with  it.  For, 
if  to  have  raifed  out  of  the  womb  of  nothing,  infinite  myriads 
of  men,  into  a  condition  from  which  they  ihould  unavoid- 
ably drop  into  eternal  and  unutterable  forrows,  be  confiftent 
with  goodnefs,  contradiftions  may  be  true,  and  all  rational 
dedutiions  but  a  dream.  It  therefore  feems  neceffary  to 
conclude,  from  the  benignity  oi  the  Divine  Nature,  that  he 
would  give,  to  all  thofe  whom  he  had  brought  under  the  dif- 
advantageous  effefts  of  their  progenitor*s  difobedience,  a  pof^ 
fibility,  at  leaft,  of  avoiding  the  miferable  confequences,  and 
oi  bettering  their  condition. 

Let  us  next  inquire,  whether  there  hath  not  been,  and 
may  not  be,  fome  out  of  the  pale  of  the  church,  whofe  be- 
haviour might  in  reafon  incline  us  to  think  them  fit  objefts  for 
the  Divine  compafTion.  And  this  fcarce  needs  proof  among 
wife  and  difp^flionate  men ;  it  (hall,  thejfefore,  fuffice  to  men-* 
tion  an  indance  or  two,  out  of  the  great  variety  which  an- 
cient and  modern  accounts  afford  us. 

If  one  was  to  enter  into  the  charafter  o^  Socrates,  it  would 
be  eafy  to  fet  it  in  a  very  advantageous  light.  The  ufeful- 
nefs  of  his  fludies  and  labours  in  improving  and  reccmmend-r 
ing  morality,  the  inoffenfivenefs  of  his  behaviour,  the  admi* 
rable  fimplicity  and  patience  which  he  every  where  manifeft- 
ed,  the  occafion  of  his  death,  and  his  meek  fubmuffion  and 
magnanimous  carriage  in  undergoing  it,  would  juftify  very 
fliining  encomiums.  And  it  is  plain  he  afted  upon  worthy 
principles:  for  it  is  impoffible  that  the  human  mind  Ihould 
have  had  more  juft  and  exalted  thoughts  than  thofe  of  his, 
preferved  by  Plato,  "  I  have  good  hope,''  faith  he,  in  one 
of  his  lad  conferences,  "  that  thofe  who  have  ended  this  life, 
*'  are  not  wholly  extinft;  and  that  it  is  far  better  with  the  good 
*'  than  the  vicious."  To  pafs  over  many  noble  fentimentj 
which  he  uttered,  as  he  drew  towards  the  cataftrophe  of  an 
illuflrious  life ;   what  a  happy  confcigufnefs  in  his  own  in« 

tegrityj^ 
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^egrlty,  becoming  diffidence  in  bis  own  performances,  and 
truft  in  the  Divine  Goodnefs,  is  there  in  what  he  faith  to  Cri^ 
to  ?  "  Whether  GOD  will  be  pleafed  to  approve  of  my  ae- 
*•  tiofls,  I  know  not,  but  I  have  this  good  aflurance,  that 
*'  I  have  not  been  wanting  in  tny  endeavours  ;  and  I  have  not 
*•  lefs  good  hopes,  that  he  will  favourably  accept  of  them.'* 
The  parts  which  he  and  fome  others  afted,  were  indeed  fo 
Very  fhining,  that  fome  of  the  ancient  *  fathers  have  not  fcf  u- 
pled  to  efteem  and  call  them  Chriftians  ;  and  a  t  modern,  of 
equally  great  learning  and  good-nature,  hath  given  them  a 
kind  of  canonization.  Arijlides  alfo,  Phocion,  Epi&etus^  and 
fome  other  great  names,  might  defervedly  be  mentioned  to 
their  honour;  men,  who  amidft  palpable  ignorance,  and  mod 
flagrant  iniquity,  dared  to  exert  the  moft  heroic  and  confpi- 
Cuous  virtues ;  but  they  muft  be  altogether  ftrangers  in  hif- 
tory,  who  are  unacquainted  with  their  merit  andjuft  eulo- 
gium. 

But  if  thefe,  and  fome  others  of  the  heroes  of  G^entile 
Antiquity,  fliould  be  thought  to  have  been  over-painted,  a 
tnan  can  fcarce  have  the  leaft  temptation  to  flatter  the  charac- 
ter of  the  poor  modern  heathen.  And  yet  many,  efpecially  fucli 
ias  have  travelled  and  converfed  with  them,  in  thofe  parts 
Vvhere  they  are  not  exafperated  by  the  extravagancies,  nor 
torrupted  by  the  commerce  of  our  Europeans,  confirmed. 
what  the  Bifhop  of  Chiapa  faith  of  fome  of  them :  "  The 
^'  natives  of  the  Weft  Indies  are  endowed  with  the  m^oft  in- 
*'  nocent  fimplicity,  being  ftrangers  to  diflimulation,  artifice, 
*^  and  fraud;  they  ferve  their  fupcriors  with  an  unbiaffed  fideli- 
*'  ty,  and  are  humble,  patient,  and  fubmifhve  towards  their 
*'  conquerors,  the  Spaniards;  they  live  peaceably,  abhor 
*'  ftrife  and  contention,  and  are  even  ignorant  of  malice 
^'  and  revenge."  And  a  little  after  he  adds,  "  They  have 
^*  a  genius  fharp  and  full  of  vivacity,  very  fufceptible  of 
**  learning,  and  all  the  imprefTions  of  found  do61:rine,  and 
**   very   readily   embrace   the   Catholic   religion.      Nor  arc 

they  indeed  averfe  to  any  part  of  morality,  but  have  better 

"  difpofitions 

^  Juft.  Mart..  Apol.  2a.     Idem,  Apol,   la^ 
*%  Er4rm.  Conviv.   Rslig^. 
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*'  dllpofitions  for  it  thanmoftofthe  reft  of  the  world  ;becaufd 
*'  they  live  free  from  the  hurry  and  care  of  bufmefs.  When 
"  they  had  once  received  fome  ideas  of  our  religion,  they 
*'  were  fo  inflamed  with  a  defire  to  have  a  fuller  knowledge 
•*  of  it,  that  their  inftructors  had  need  of  extraordinary  pa* 
"  tience,  to  moderate  their  impetuofity,  and  to  anfwer  the 
*'  numerous  qucilions  which  they  propounded.  Certainly 
^'  theie  nations  would  be  the  moft  happy  in  the  world,  if 
*'  they  had  but  the  knowledge  of  the  true  GOD:  and  thofe 
*'  who  treated  them  fo  inhumanly,  are  obliged  to  acknow- 
•'  ledge  the  natural  goodnefs  of  their  tempers,  and  happy 
^'  difpofitions  for  all  kind  of  virtues.'* 

Befides  thefe  and  numberlefs  others,  we  fee  from  an  in- 
flance  in  fcripture,  that  a  Gentile,  AQs  x.  2,  3,  4.  could 
be  devout  and/ear  GOD,  could  be  conjlant  in  prayer, 2inA  abun^ 
dantin  good  works;  and  that  this  was  accepted  before  GOD* 
And  if  others  in  the  heathen  world  do  the  bcft  they  can 
(as  from  the  accounts  we  have  of  them,  we  muft  charitably 
judge  they  do)  who  can  doubt  but  the  common  Father  of 
men  looks  upon  them  v/ith  the  fame  gracious  eye?  And 
though  the  unfearchable  wifdom  of  his  providence  thinks 
not  good  to  carry  the  gofpel  into  the  countries  where  they  are 
interfperfed,  yet  furcly  a  memorial  of  them  will  be  preferved 
before  him;  and  when  he  fliall  come  to  take  an  account  of 
his  fervants,  in  as  much  as  they  did  not  bury,  but  improve 
the  one  talent  which  they  received,  he  fhall  admit  them 
into  their  Mailer's  joy. 

If  the  adorable  goodnefs  of  GOD,  and  the  innocent 
fimplicity  of  many  in  the  heathen  world,  incline  us  to 
favourable  thoughts  of  them*;  let  us  fee  what  countenance 
the  facred  wTitings  give  us  herein. 

1.  There  fecms  to  be  room  for  arguing  from  the  many 
declarations  of  the  juftice  and  equity  of  GOD,  Ezek.  xviii. 
25.  29.  &c.  Rom.  ii.  11.  it  fcarcely  appearing  to  human 
apprehenfion,  if  the  fincere  heathen  (fuch  as,  probably,  the 
great  patriarch  pleaded  for)  fhould  perifh  with  the  wicked, 
that  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  would  do  right,  Gen.  xviii. 
2^5.  For  where  v*^ilful  ignorance,  or  the  rejefting  of  re- 
vealed 
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iptalcd  religion,  is  not  chargeable,  what  is  it  that  the  moft 
juft  GOD  can  puniui  ?  Not  believing  or  obeying  the  gof- 
pel,  it  cannot  be:  for  he  can  require  no  more  of  any  than 
he  gave  them  means  of  attaining  to;  and  can  punifn  only 
the  having  afted  beneath  the  abilities  men  were  poiTeffed  oi : 
but  it  is  impofiible  for  any  to  believe  what  they  never  heard^ 
or  praftife  what  they  have  no  noiion  of,  Rom.  x.  14.  If 
men  have  done  their  utmofl:  towards  improving  their  facul- 
ties, and  aftcd  fuitably  to  the  deduftions  made  according 
to  the  clcareft  light  of  reafon,  or  rather,  according  to  tin 
4rue  lights  that  lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the 
worlds  J<^'^"  i*  9'  ^^^'^1  l^^j  whofe  ways  are  moft  equal, 
pafs  by  the  due  ufe  of  what  he  gave,  unrewarded,  becaufe 
he  gave  no  more?  Surely  nothing  is  naturally  good  or  evil, 
odious  or  acceptable  to  GOD,  if  patience  in  affliftions, 
meeknefs  in  bearing  affronts  and  injuries,  univerfal  jufticc 
and  charity,  are  not  approved  of  by  him,  when  confpicuous 
even  in  a  heathen. 

2.  But  the  fuppofition  w^e  would  willingly  make,  is  cer- 
tainly moft  agreeable  to  that  impartial  goodnefs  and  phi- 
lanthropy of  GOD,  which  the  facred  writers  fo  much  ce- 
lebrate. In  them  we  find,  that  he  w^ho  is  Lord  over  all, 
is  no  refpcRcr  of  perfons,  A6ts  x.  34.  but  is  loving  unto 
every  rnan^  and  rich  unto '  all  that  call  upon  him^  Rom. 
X.  12.  that  he  is  not  willing  that  any  Jhoiild perijh,  2  Fcu 
iii.  9.  but  that  all  men  fnould  conic  to  repentance,  and  he 
faved,  1  Tim*,  iv.  10.  Which  exprefTions  muft  be  curb- 
ed with  extraordinary  limitations,  if  they  are  only  ap- 
plicable to  the  vifible  church.  And  however  fom.e  mcii 
ftudy  evafions,  it  is  not  eafy  to  reconcile  what  the  a- 
poftle  faiih  of  GOD,  with  their  rigid  determinations; 
who  IS  the  Saviour  of  all  men^  efpecially  of  thofe  that 
believe,  1  Tim.,  iv.  10.  For  how  is  he  the  Saviour 
of  all  men,  if  he  hath  left  the  greater  part  without  a 
pofTibility  of  attaining  falvation  ?  and  how  is  he  moxo.  efpe- 
cially the  Saviour  of  fuch  as  believe,  if  he  be  in  no  degree 
fo  to  others? 

Vol.  II.  B  3.  All 
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3.  All  the  texts  declaring  the  extenfivenefs  of  the  redemp^ 
tion  by  Chrift,  if  taken  in  their  mofl  obvious  fenfe,  favour 
fuch  a  fuppofition :  as  when  he  is  faid  to  have  given  kimfdj' 
a  ran] om  for  all,  1  Tim.  ii.  6.  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  1  John  iv,  14.  to  have  died  for  alL  2  Cor.  v.  15* 
to  have  tafled  death  for  every  man,  Heb.  ii.  g.  to  be  the 
propitiation  for  the  whole  world,  1  John  ii.  2.  to  hare  ta- 
ken away  the  fins  of  the  worlds  John  i.  29.  and  reconciled 
it  to  GOD,  2  Cor.  V.  19.  And  doubtlefs  it  fets  a  bright- 
er luflre  on  the  goodnefs  and  love  of  GOD  to  mankind^ 
and  a  nnore  eminent  value  on  the  mediatioo  of  bis  Son,  if 
he,  who  before  all  days  faw  through  the  extent  of  eternity^ 
and  knev/  every  individual  of  the  yet  unborn  ages,  did  not 
confine  his  falvation  to  men  living  in  fome  particular  times,> 
and  under  fome  particular  circumftances;  but,  for  the  in- 
finite merits  of  the  Redeemer,  put  the  v/hole  race  of  man- 
kind into  a  condition  of  being  accepted,  upon  their  fincerr 
jcndeavour  to  make  the  befl  ufe  of  the  feveral  means  he  fhould 
vouchfafe  to  give  them.  And  this  is  agreeable  to  the  mofl: 
natural  import  of  St.  Paul's  comparifon,  Rom.  v.  18.  as  ty 
the  offence  of  one ^  &c,  viz.  that  the  merits  of  Chrift  were 
beneficial  to  as  many  as  received  detriment  by  the  fall  of 
Adam.  And  the  manner  of  rcafoning  made  ufe  of  by  that 
apoftle  elfewhere,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame  force;  If  one 
died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead,  2  Cor.  v.  14.  For  if  we 
at  all  reftrain  the  merit  or  defign  of  Chrift's  death,  we  ren- 
der the  apoflle's  argument  inconclufive.  For  if  Chrift  di- 
ed only  for  fome,  it  may  ftill  be  urged,  that  the  reft  m.ightf 
not  be  dead,  that  is,  might  not  be  fo  fallen  in  Adam,  as 
to  need  his  dying  for  them. 

4.  The  univerfality  of  a  future  judgment,  which  the 
fcripture  exprefsly  declares,  Matt.  xxv.  32.  A6ls  xvii.  31  < 
will  furnifh  us  with  another  argument:  for  reafon  telleth 
us,  that  judgment  fuppofeth  the  party  judged  to  have  been  in 
a  capacity  of  afting  well  or  ill,  of  afting  or  not  afling  ; 
and  the  fcripture  confirms  it,  affuring  us,  that  every  mani 
fhall  be  judged  according  to  his  works.  Rev.  xx.  12.  for 
tio  work  of  a  man  can  be  judged  cither  good  or  bad,  which 

it 
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it  was  not  in  his  power  to  do  fome  other  way,  or  omit. 
Since,  then,  a  wife  GOD  will  make  a  folemn  fcrutiny  into 
the  works  of  the  heathen  as  well  as  of  others,  it  is  plain, 
they  might  poffibly  have  fo  afted  as  to  be  acquitted.  And 
indeed  it  cannot  be  denied,  without  palpable  abfurdity,  that 
all  men  might  at!  according  to  their  bell  abilities.  And 
to  fay,  that  GOD  expefts  any  more  of  them,  is  to  caft  a 
cloud  on  his  wifdom:  to  affirm  that  he  will  puniih  the  not 
having  done  more,  is  to  charge  him  with  manifell  injuftice. 
If  then,  as  many  as  have  Jinmd  without  law,  Jhall  aljo  pe- 
rijii  without  law,  Rom.  ii.  12.  why  Ihall  not  they  who 
have  done  well  without  a  revealed  law,  be  faved  with- 
out having  had  a  promife  of  it?  when  GOD  (hall  render  to 
every  man  according  to  his  deeds:  to  them  who  by  patient 
continuance  in  well-doing,  Jeekfor  glory  and  honour  and  im^ 
mortality,  eternal  life;  but  unto  them  that  are  contentious 
and  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  unrighteoufnejs,  indig- 
nation and  wrath:  tribulation  and  anguiJJi  upon  every  foul 
of  man  that  doeth  eviU  of  the  Jew  frjl,  and  alfo  of  thz 
Gentile:  but  glory,  honour,  and  peace  to  every  7nan  that 
worketh  good,  to  the  Jew  frfl,  and  alfo  to  the  Gentile,  Rom. 
ii.  7,   8,  9,    10. 

Many  things  are  faid  no  lefs  favourai)Iy,  where  the 
heathen  world  is  more  direflly  treated  of.  That  of  our 
Lord  feems  appofue  to  their  cafe :  The  fervant  who  knexD 
not  his  Lord's  xvill,  and  did  commit  things  worthy  offripes, 
flxall  be  beaten  with  few  Jlnpes,  Luke  xii,  48.  comp.  47. 
And  St.  Paul  telleth  the  Athenians,,  that  the  times  of  this 
heathen  ignorance  God  winked  at,  A£ls  xvii.  30.  which 
furely  imports,  that  he  would  pafs  over  what  men  a61e4 
in  invincible  ignorance,  and  make  other  proportionable  al?. 
lowances.  Neither  was  the  Gentile  world  abfolutely  igno-^ 
rant  of  all  duty  to  the  Supreme  Being.  Hence  the  apcf- 
tic  affirms,  that  the  GOD  who  made  of  one  blood  all  nations^ 
did  it  with  intention  that  thtyfliouldfetk  the  Lord,  if  hap- 
ly they  might  feel  after  him,  and  fnd  him,^  A6is  xvii.  26,  27^ 
Which  though  it  might  be  difficult  (as  the  exprefTionsintim.ate) 
was  yet  poflTiblc,  fince  he  is  iiQj far  from  cvtry  one  of  us;  it 

bein<{ 
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being  i*noft  evident,  that  in  him  we  live^  and  move^  and  have 
cur  being. 

GOD  was,  then,  fo  far  manifefted  to  the  heathen  by 
the  works  of  creation,  as  to  render  them  without  excuje  in 
their  unrighteoufnefs,  in  their  not  knowing  as  much  as 
they  might  have  done,  or  praftifing  according  to  their 
knowledge.  They  had  been  excufable,  if  they  had  exert- 
ed their  beft  abihties:  and  accordingly  the  apoflle  fuppo- 
feth  it  pofiible,  that  the  Gentiles^  not  having  the  law^  might 
by  nature  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law^  Rom.  ii.  14* 
And  if  the  uncircumcifion^  that  is  by  nature,  keep  the  rigk- 
iecujnefs  of  the  law,  Jhall  not  his  uncirciuncifwn  be  counted 
for  circuvicifion  ?  ver.  26,  comp.  ver.  27,  If  the  Gentiles 
born  without  the  covenant  (which  they  cannot  help)  by  the 
light  of  nature,  or  rather  the  divine  light,  bellowed  on 
{heir  difpenfation,  perform  the  folid  duties  of  the  law,  {hail 
they  not  be  faved  as  well  as  the  Jews?  Since  there  is  na 
hyJpeB  of  perfons  with  GOD,  ver.    11. 

If  thefe,  or  the  like  reafonings,  make  this  hypothejis* 
appear  true,  it  will  give  a  more  fatisfaftory  anfwer  to  fome 
very  confiderable  quellions,  than  can  be  done  on  other 
principles,   viz. 

1,  If  an  Indian  catechumen  fhould  afk  one  of  our  mifTi-: 
onaries,  *'  how  it  is  confiilent,  that  GOD  fhould  fo  love 
**  the  world,  as  to  redeem  it  with  the  fufiTerini^s  and  death 
"  of  his  ov;n  Son,  and  yet  fiiould  perm.it  his  country,  and» 
**  as  he  heard,  many  more,  to  remain  ignorant  of,  and  un- 
^*  benefited  by  it  for  many  ages?"  It  m.ight  be  replied,  that 
though  GOD,  being  miafter  of  his  own  favours,  had  been 
better  to  fome  other  nations,  in  affording  them  the  full 
knowledge  of  his  will,  he  might,  and  did  for  all  this,  love 
the  Indians  alfo.  For  though  he  required  thofe  who  might 
have  the  knowledge  of  Chrifl  and  his  laws,  under  pain  of 
damnation,  to  believe  in  and  obey  him;  yet  he  would,  lor 
the  fake  of  his  Son,  have  mercy  on  all  thofe  who  had  lived 
according  to  the  beft  of  their  knowledge. 

«.  If  a  Jew  fhould  afk,  *'  v;hy  it  is  yielded  by  the  firffe 
^'  preachers  of  chriftianitv,  and  the  uncontradi6led  fuffrage 

"  of 
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**  of  chriftian  divines,  that  fuch  of  his  anceftors  as  beheveA 
"  and  afted  according  to  the  beft  hght  afforded  under  th^j 
'*'  legal  difpenfation,  were  faved  through  the  merits  of  Chriil; 
"  fince  it  doth  not  appear,  that  many  of  them  had  a  clear 
**  notion  of  fuch  a  MefTias  as  Jefus  was,  or  of  the  neceffitj^ 
*''  of  fuch  an  one;  and  it  is  evident,  that  the  generality  ra- 
"  ther  expefted  a  temporal  deliverance  by  their  MefTiah?" 
It  might  be  anfwered,  that  GOD,  in  goodnefs,  would  favQ 
fuch  as  made  the  beft  ufe  of  the  types  and  Ihadows  afforded 
them,  though  now,  the  fubftance  of  them  being  manifefted:, 
life  and  bleffedncfs  are  to  be  expefted  only  through  faith  in, 
and  in  obedience  to,  his  Son  Jefus. 

3.  If  any  are  difconfolate  at  the  cafe  of  an  infant,  who 
through  chance  and  negligence  died  unbapiized;  or  doubt 
of  thefalvationof  fuchaswere  baptized,  becaufe  they  probably 
died  without  aclual  faith ;  or  deny  the  falTabiiity  of  feme  idiots 
and  madmeU)  who  feemingly  are  never  capable  of  fuch  faith: 
they  may  be  reminded,  that  a  good  and  wife  GOD  can 
require  nothing  of  any,  which  he  knows  to  be  impoffible; 
and  that  it  was  a  very  unworthy  fervant,  who  taxed  his 
Lord  with  expefling  to  reap  where  he  had  not  fown. 

There  are  fome  other  queftions  of  near  afiinity  to  this, 
viz.  Whether  all  without  the  bounds  of  the  vifible  church, 
are  abfolutely  deftitute  of  revelation  ?  How  far  the  heathen 
world,  fince  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  is  charged  Vv'ith  cri- 
minal infidelity?  Thefe  might  well  deferve  a  diflinft  confix 
deration;   but  it  fliall  only  be  obferved  here: 

1.  It  is  probable,  that  the  revelation  made  to  Adam, 
or  fome  confiderable  remains  of  it,  continued  a  long  time, 
even  among  the  mod:  degenerate  of  his  race.  Noah,  as  he 
had  long  inculcated  them  on  the  minds  of  the  old,  fo  he 
doubtlefs  delivered  them  to  the  renevved  world,  after  the 
flood:  nor  could  the  worff  of  his  poilerity  be  ignorant  of 
them;  and  even  to  corrupt  them,  mud  be  a  work  of  time. 
The  holy  line  preferved  them  in  a  great  meafure  pure, 
the  rcil  could  not  quickly  lofe  them;  fo  that  it  is  hard  to 
fay,  when  any  part  of  mankind  v/as  firft  wholly  deftitute  of 
revelation:  the  almoftunivejfakuftom  of  f^crificing could  pro- 
bably 
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bab!y  have  no  other  original.  The  beUef  of  the  foul's  im-^ 
mortality,  and  of  a  Hate  of  future  rewards  and  punlihments, 
hath  been  dlfiTufed  through  all  ages  and  nations,  and  is  ftill 
ahnolt  every  where  to  be  traced;  which  are  rationally  judg- 
"^d  to  be  parts  of  the  primitive  traditions.  Now  if  we  Ihould 
fuppofe,  that  the  having  a  revelation  communicated  to  them, 
is  neceffary  for  putting  men  into  a  falvable  ftate;  yet  why 
this  partial  one  fhould  not  be  falutary  to  thofe  to  whom  no 
better  was  oiade,  as  well  as  the  lefs  perfeft  difpenfcUioi^  of 
Mofes  was  to  the  Jews  before  Chrifl,  no  fliadow  of  reafon 
can  be  afhgned. 

2.  As  to  the  great  part  of  the  world,  which,  fince  the 
publication  of  the  gofpel,  hath  not  been  Chriftian  ;  their 
cafe  is  moft  hazardous,  who  have  had  opportunities  of  know- 
ing the  doftrine  of  Chrift,  but  made  no  ufe  of  them.  And 
the  queflion  about  the  falvability  of  particular  pcrfons  ia 
fuch  circumftances,  cannot  be  refolved,  without  we  had  an 
exaft  knowledge  of  their  negleft  or  unbelief;  but  a  gene- 
ral anfwer  is  very  obvious.  A  negleft  in  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  chriftian  faith,  is  faulty  or  excufable,  ac-' 
cording  as  men  had,  or  wanted,  motives  to  think  it  rea- 
fonable  or  neceffary.  And  the  blame  for  all  unbelief,  is 
aggravated  or  extenuated,  proportionably  as  the  credibility 
of  the  teacher,  or  the  arguments  ufed  by  him,  were  more  or 
Icfs  fufficient,  and  fit  to  have  convinced  the  hearers,  if 
they  had  jtidged  impartially.  But  perhaps  it  would  not  be 
difficult  to  give  a  moral  demonftration,  that  a  far  greater 
proportion  of  them,  than  nine  parts  out  of  ten,  have  fcarce 
heard  of  the  chriftian  profeftion,  or  at  moft  can  have  but 
a  very  imperfeft  notion  of  it,  and  of  the  grounds  on  which 
it  is  founded.  An  huge  part  of  mankind  very  long  had^ 
or  ftill  have,  little  or  no  intercourfe  with  Chriftians:  cor- 
ruption and  ignorance  long  overfpread  the  face  of  religion ; 
vile  opinions  prevailed,  and  wicked  praSices  were  indul- 
ged in  the  church;  and  fome,  or  all  of  them,  are  ftill  la- 
mentably prevalent  in  a  great  part  of  her,  which  muft  needs 
divert  many  from  embracing  the  laith,  and  give  them 
ilron«*  prejudices  againft  it:  and,  confequemly,  their  infide- 

lity 
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lity  IS  rather  chargeable  on  Chrifilans^  fo  miferably  recom- 
Mtie^nding  their  religion. 

Again,  at  this  day,  chrifilan  princes  and  flates  arc  de- 
plorably wanting  in  taking  proper  meafures  for  the  inftruc- 
tion,  even  of  their  own  vaffals  and  fubjefts;  and  Chriflians 
of  all  ranks,  not  only  exprefs  no  concern  for  the  conver- 
fion  of  the  neighbouring  heathen,  but  render  their  religion 
odious  to  them,  by  their  cruelty,  avarice,  lufl,  or  perfidi- 
oufnefs.  And  where  attempts  have  been  made  for  propa- 
gating our  religion,  it  hath  frequently  been  by  fuch,  as 
having  departed  from  the  fimplicity  and  purity  of  the  gof- 
pel,  have  confounded  it  with  fables,  error,  and  fuperRition. 
All  w^hich  confidered,  the  heathen,  who  are  neareft  to, 
and  have  moft  converfation  with  us,  may  be  looked  upon 
by  GOD,  as  under  equal  dlfadvantages  with  thofe  who 
never  heard  of  the  name  of  Chrift:  and  though  there  be  an 
heavy  guilt  in  their  infidelity,  it  muft  devolve  from  the  in- 
fidel on  the  Chriftian. 

And  now,  upon  the  whole,  Is  it  not  more  honourable 
to  the  juflice,  wufdom,  and  goodnefs  of  the  Supreme  Judge 
of  the  world  ?  Doth  it  not  fet  a  more  extenfive  value  on 
the  merits  of  our  dear  Redeemer?  Is  it  not  more  confo- 
nant  to  the  reafon  of  mankind  in  general,  and  to  juftice 
and  charity  in  ourfelves,  to  hope  well  of  thofc  whofe  en- 
deavours were  laudable,  though  they  w^ere,  through  the  ini- 
quity of  time,  place,  or  other  circumftances,  lefs  happy 
than  ourfelves  as  to  divine  affiftances;  and  to  leave  them, 
whom  we  have  jufler  reafons  to  dcfpair  of,  unjudged,  to 
the  pleafure  of  their  Creator?  Which,  if  an  error,  will 
ever  be  venial,  as  being  fliadowed  by  the  beautiful  veil  of 
humanity,  good  nature,  and  charity. 

End  of  the  DoBrine  of  Predeflination  concorded  with 
Free  Grace* 
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SERMON     XIII. 

On  1   Corinthians  x.   13., 

There  kath  no  temptation  taken  you^  hut  fuck  as  is  co/nvioft- 
to  man.  But  COD  is  faithful^  who  will  not  fuffer  you  t^ 
be  teiuMed  ahoae  that  ye  are  able:  hut  zuillwitk  the  tempta* 
tion  aljo  make  a  way  to  ejcape^.  that  ye  viay  he  able  to  hear  it, 

N  the  foregoing  part  of  the  chapter  the  apoftle  has 
been  reciting  on  the  one  hand,  the  unparalleled  mcr- 
Gics  of  GOD  to  the  Ifraelites;  and  on  the  other,  the  un- 
paralleled ingratitude  of  that  difobedient  and  gainfaying 
people*  And  all  thefe  things,  as  the  apofile  obferves,  were 
written  for  our  cnf ample:  that  we  might  take  warning  from 
them,  fo  as  to  avoid  their  grievous  fins,  and  efcape  their 
terrible  punifhmcnt.  He  then  adds  that  folemn  and  im- 
portant caution,  Let  him  that  thinketh  he  Jlandeth^  take  heed 
lejihtfall 

2.  But  if  we  obfcrve  thefe  words  attentively,  will  there 
not  appear  a  confiderable  difficulty  in  them.  Let  him  that 
thinketh  hejlandeth^  take  heed  lejl  he  fall?  If  any  man  only 
thinks  he  fiands^  he  is  in  no  danger  of  falling.  It  is  not 
poffible  that  any  one  fhould  fall,  if  he  only  thinks  he  fcands* 
The  fame  difliculty  occurs,  according  to  our  tranflation,  in 
thofe  well  known  words  of  our  Lord,  (the  importance  of 
which  we  may  eafily  learn,  from  their  being  repeated  in  the 
gofpel  no  lefs  than  eight  times,)  To  him  that  hath  fhall  he 
fiven;  hut  from  him  that  hath  not  f tall  he  taken  away  even 
what  he  feemeth  to  have.  That  which  he  feemeth  to  have ! 
Nay,  if  he  on\y  feejns  to  have  it,  it  is  impofiible  it  fliould 
be  taken  away.     None   can  take  away  from  another  what 

he 
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lie  only  Jeems  to  have.  What  a  man  ovX'j  fteiiu  to  have^ 
he  cannot  pofTibly  lofe.  This  difficulty  may  at  firll  appear 
impoffible  to  be  furmounted.  It  is  really  fo;  it  cannot  be 
furmounted,  if  the  common  tranflation  be  allowed.  But 
if  we  obferve  the  proper  meaning  of  the  original  word, 
the  difficulty  vanifhes  away.  It  may  be  allowed  that  the 
word  ^0Ki7  does  (fometimes,  at  leaft  in  fome  authors)  mean 
no  more  than  to  f tan.  But  I  much  doubt  whether  it  ever 
bears  that  meaning,  in  any  part  of  the  infpired  writings^ 
By  a  careful  confideration  of  every  text  in  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  wherein  this  word  occurs,  I  am  fully  convinced  that 
it  no  where  leflens,  but  every  where  ftrengthens  the  fenfe 
of  the  word  to  which  it  is  annexed.  Accordingly  0  ^aytd 
\%iivy  does  not  mean^  what  he  feemeth  to  have;  but  on  the 
contrary,  what  he  ajfuredly  hath.  And  fo  0  ta^m  Ifolvxt^ 
not  he  that  feemeth  to  /land,  or  he  that  thinkdh  he  ftandethi 
But  he  that  ajfuredly  Jlandeth :  he  who  ftandeth  fo  faft,  that 
he  does  not  appear  to  be  in  any  danger  of  falling:  he  that 
faith,  like  David^  1  fhall  never  be  moved:  thou^  Lord,  haji 
made  my  hill  fo  fir ong.  Yet  at  that  very  time,  thus  faith 
the  Lord,  Be  not  high-minded^  hut  fear.  FJf  JJialt  thou  ha 
cut  off:  elfe  {halt  thou  alfo  be  moved  from  thy  fteclfaftnefs. 
The  ftrength  which  thou  affiiredly  haft,  fhall  be  taken  a- 
way.  As  firmly  as  thou  didft  really  ftand,  thou  wilt  fall 
into  fin,  if  not  into  hell. 

g.  But  left  any  ffiould  be  difcouraged  by  the  confidera- 
tion of  thofe  who  once  ran  well,  and  were  afterwards  over- 
come by  temptation;  left  the  fearful  heart  fhould  be  utterly 
caft  down,  fuppofing  it  impoffible  for  them  to  ftand,  the  a- 
poftle  fubjoins  to  that  ferious  exhortation,  thefe  comfortable 
words,  There  hath  no  temptation  taken  you,  hut  fuch  as  is 
common  to  man:  but  GOD  is  faithful,  zoho  will  not fujfer 
you  to  he  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able;  but  will  ivith  the 
temptation  alfo  make  a  way  to  efcape^  that  ye  may  he  able  td 
hear  it* 

I.  1.  Let  us  begin  with  the  obfervation  which  uffiers 
in  this  comfortable  promife,  There  hath  no  temptation  taken 
you,  but  fuch  as  is  common  to  man.     Our  tranflators  feem 

Vol.  IL  G  i^ 
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to  have   been  fenfible  that  this  expreffion,  common  to  man^ 
does  by  no  means    reach    the  force    of  the    original  word- 
Hence  they   fubllitute   another  word  in  the  margin,  mode^ 
rate.     But  this  fcems  to  be  lefs  fignificant  than  the  other, 
and  farther  from  the  meaning  of  it.      Indeed  it  is  not  eafy 
to  find  any  fingle  word  in  the  Englifh  tongue,  which  an- 
fv/ers    the  word    h^^x'TTivoq.   I  believe  the  fenfe  of  it  can  on- 
ly be  expreffed  by  fome  fuch  circumlocution  as  this ;   *'  Such 
as  is  fuited  to  the  nature  and  circumftances  of  m.an:  fucb 
as  every  man  may  reafonably  expeft^  if  he  confiders  the  na* 
ture  of  his  body  and  his  foul,  and   his  fituation  in  the  pre- 
fent  world.'*      If  we  duly  confider  thefe,  we  fliall  not  be 
furprifed  at  any  temptation  that  hath  befallen  us:  feeing  it 
is  no   other  than  fuch  a  creature^  in  fuch  a  fituation,  has 
all  reafon  to  expeft. 

2.   Confider,  firftj   the   nature   of  that  body  with  which 
your  foul  is  conne6led»      How   many  are  the  evils,  which 
it  is  every  day,   every  hour  liable  to?   Weakhefs,   ficknefs 
and  diforders  of  a  thoufand  kinds,  are  its  natural  attendants. 
Confider  the  inconceivably  minute  fibres,   threads  abundant-* 
ly  finer  than    hair,    (called  from  thence  capillary    veffels,) 
whereof  every  part  of  it  is  compofed;   confider  the  innume- 
rable multitude  of  equally  fine  pipes  and  ftrainers,   all  filled 
with   circulating  juices!   And  will  not  the  breach  of  a  few 
of  thefe  fibres,  or   the  obftruftion  of  a  few  of  thefe  tubes^ 
particularly  in  the  brain,   or  heart,  or  lungs,  deflroy   our 
eafe,  health,   flrength,  if  not  life  itfelf?   Now  if  we  obfcrve 
that  all  pain  implies  temptationj  how  numberlefs  miuft  the 
temptations  be,   which  will  befet  every   man,  more  or  lefs^ 
fooner  or  later,  while  he  dwells  in  this  corruptible  body? 
g.   Confider,   fecondly,  the  prefent   flate  of  the  foul,   as 
long  as  it  inhabits  the  houfe  of  clay^      1  do  not  mean  in 
its  unregencrate  ftate,  while  it  lies  in  darknefs  and  the  flia- 
dow  of  death ;   under  the  dominion  of  the  prince  of  darknefs^ 
without  hope,  and  without  GOD  in  the  worlds      No:   look 
upon  men  who  are  raifed  above  that  deplorable  flate.      See 
thofe  w^ho  have  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious.      Yet  ftill 
how  weak  is  their  underftanding  ?  Hgw  limited  its  extent? 

How 
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How  confufed,  how  inaccurate  are  our  apprchenfions,  of 
even  the  things  that  are  round  about  us?  How  liable  are 
the  wifeft  of  men  to  miftake?  To  form  falfe  judgments? 
To  take  falfehood  for  truth,  and  truth  for  falfehood?  Evil 
for  good,  and  good  for  evil?  What  ftarts,  what  wander- 
ings of  imagination  are  we  continually  fubjeft  to?  In  how 
many  inftances  does  th^  corruptible  body  prefs  down  tho- 
foul?  And  how  many  are  the  temptations  which  we  have  to 
(jxpeft,   even  from  thefe  innocent  infirmities? 

4.  Confider,  thirdly,  what  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  e- 
vcn  thofe  that  ft^ar  GOD.  They  dwell  on  the  ruins  of  a 
difordered  world,  among  men,  that  know  not  GOD,  that 
eare  not  for  him,  and  whofe  heart  is  fully  fet  in  them  to 
ilo  evil.  How  many  are  conftrained  to  cry  out,  JVo  is  ??ie^ 
thai  I  am  confiraincd  to.  dwell  with  Mefech:  to  have  my  hahi^ 
tation  among  the  tents  of  Kedar,  among  the  enemies  of  GOD 
and  man!  How  imnienfely  out-numbered  are  thofe  that 
would  do  well,  by  them,  that  neither  fear  GOD  nor  regard 
man.  And  how  flriking  is  Cowley  s  obferyation!  If  a  man 
that  was  armed  cap-a-pie,  \^as  clofed  in  by  a  thoufand  na- 
ked Indians^  their  number  would  give  them  fuch  advantage 
over  him,  that  it  would  be  fcarce  poffible  for  him  to  efcape. 
What  hope  would  there  be  for  a  naked,  unarmed  man  to 
efcape,  who  was  furrounded  by  a  thoufand  armed  men? 
Now  this  is  the  cafe  of  every  good  man.  He  is  not  arm- 
ed either  with  force  or  fraud,  and  is  turned  out  naked  as  he 
is,  among  thoufands  that  are  armed  with  the  whole  armour 
of  Satan,  and  provided  with,  all  the  weapons  which  the 
prince  of  this  world  can  fupply  out  of  the  armoury  of  hell. 
If  then  he  is  not  deftrqyed,  yet  how  muft  a  good  man  be 
tempted  in  the  m.idft  of  this  evil  world? 

5.  But  is  it  only  from  wicked  men  th^t  temptations  arlfe 
to  them  that  fear  GOD?  It  is  very  natural  to  imagine  this: 
and  almofl  every  one  thinks  fo.  Hence  how  many  of  us 
have  faid  in  our  hearts,  "  O!  if  my  lot  were  but  caft  a- 
mong  good  men,  among  thofe  that  loved,  or  even  feared 
GOD,  I  fhould  be  free  from  all  thefe  temptations.''  Per- 
haps yoti  would:  probably   you  would  not  find  the   fame 
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fort  of  temptations,  which  you  have  now  to  encounter.  But 
you  would  furely  meet  with  temptations  of  fome  other  kind,  . 
which  you  would  find  equally  hard  to  bear.  For  even  good 
men  in  general,  though  fin  has  not  dominion  over  them,  yet 
are  not  freed  frpm  the  remains  of  it.  They  have  ftill  the 
remains  of  an  evil  heart,  ever  prone  to  depart  from  the  liv- 
ing GOD,  They  have  the  feeds  of  pride,  of  anger,  of 
foolifh  defire;  indeed  of  every  unholy  temper.  And  any  o£ 
thefe,  if  they  do  not  continually  watch  and  pray,  may,  and 
naturally  will  fpring  up,  and  trouble  not  themfelves  only, 
but  all  that  are  round  about  them.  We  mull  not  therefore 
depend  upon  finding  no  temptation,  from  thofe  that  fear, 
yea,  in  a  meafure,  love  GQD.  Much  lefs  muft  we  be  fur- 
prifed,  if  fome  of  thofe  who  once  loved  GOD  in  fincerity, 
fiiould  lay  greater  temptations  \n  our  way,  than  many  of 
thofe  who  never  knew  him, 

6.  '*  But  can  we  expeft  to  find  any  temptation  from 
thofe  that  are  perfecled  in  love?''  This  is  an  important  quef- 
tion,  and  deferves  a  particular  confidcration.  1  anfwer, 
firft,  You  may  find  every  kind  of  temptation,  from  thofe 
\N\io  fuppofe  they  are  perfefted,  when  indeed  they  are  not: 
and  fo  you  may,  fecondly,  from  thofe  who  once  really  were 
fo,  but  are  now  moved  from  their  ftedfafhiefs.  And  if  you 
are  not  aware  of  this,  if  you  think  they  are  ftill  what  they 
were  once,  the  temptation  will  be  harder  to  bear.  Nay, 
thirdly,  even  tl)ofe  who  Jland  Jajl  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
Chrifi  has  made  them  free,  who  are  now  really  perfeft  in 
love,  may  ftill  be  an  occafion  of  temptation  to  ypu.  For 
they  are  ftill  encompaffed  with  infirmities.  They  may  be 
dull  of  apprehenfion:  they  may  have  a  natural  heedleffncfs, 
or  a  treacherous  memory:  they  may  have  too  lively  an  imar 
glnation:  and  any  oi  thefe  may  caufe  little  improprieties, 
either  in  fpeech  or  behaviour,  which  though  not  finful  in 
themfelves  may  try  all  the  grace  you  have.  Efpecially  if 
you  impute  to  perverfenefs  of  W\\\  (as  it  is  very  natural  to 
do)  what  is  really  owing  to  defetl  of  memory,  or  weak- 
nefs  o[  underftanding:  if  thefe  appear  to  you  to  be  volunta- 
jv  rT}iftc3ke§,  which  are  really  inyoluntary.      Sp  proper  was 
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the  anfwer  which  a  faint  of  GOD  (now  in  Abrahams  bofom) 
gave  me  fome  years  ago,  when  1  faid,  Jenny,  furely  now 
your  mlftrefs  and  you,  can  neither  of  you  be  a  trial  to  the 
ether,  as  GOD  has  faved  you  both  from  fin;  **  O  Sir," 
faid  {he,  "  if  we  are  faved  from  fin,  we  ftill  have  infirmi- 
ties enough  to  try  all  the  grace  that  GOD   has  given  us.'* 

7,  But  befides  evil  men,  do  not  evil  fpirits  alfo  conti- 
nually furround  us  on  every  fide?  Do  not  Satan  and  his 
angels  continually  go  about,  feeking  whom  they  may  de- 
vour? Who  is  out  of  the  reach  of  their  malice  and  fubtlety  ? 
Not  the  wifeft  or  bell  of  the  children  of  men.  T^he  far- 
vant  U  not  above  his  majltr.  If  then  they  tempted  him,  will 
they  not  tempt  us  alfo?  Yea,  it  may  be,  fhould  GOD  fee 
good  to  permit,  more  or  lefs  to  the  end  of  our  lives.  No 
temptation  therefore  hath  taken  us,  which  we  had  not  reafoii 
to  expeft,  either  from  our  body  or  foul,  either  from  evil 
fpirits  or  evil  men,  yea  or  even  from  good  men,  till  our 
fpirits  return  to  GOD  that  gave  them. 

II.  I.  Meantime  what  a  comfort  is  it  to  know,  with  the 
utmoft  certainty,  that  GOD  is  faithful,  who  will  notfuffer 
us  to  be  ternpted  above  that  wc  are  able.  He  knoweth  what 
our  ability  is,  and  cannot  be  miftaken.  He  knoweth  precife- 
]y  whereof  wc  are  made:  He  remembereth  that  we  are  but  dufl. 
And  he  will  fuffer  no  temptation  to  befal  us,  but  fuch  as 
is  proportioned  to  our  ftrength.  Not  only  his  juftice  re- 
quires this,  which  could  not  punilli  us  for  not  refilling  any 
temptation,  if  it  was  fo  difproportioned  to  our  ftrength,  that 
it  was  impoflTible  for  us  to  refift  it.  Not  only  his  m.ercy; 
that  tender  mercy,  which  is  over  us,  as  well  as  over  all  his 
works:  but,  above  all,  his  faithfulnefs;  feeing  all  his  words 
are  faithful  and  true;  and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  promifcs 
altogether  agrees  with  that  declaration,  As  thy  day,  fo  thy 
flrength  fiall  be. 

2.  In  that  execrable  flaughler-houfe,  the  Roniifi  inquifi- 
tion,  (rnoil  unfortunately  called  "  The  houfe  of  Mercy!")  it 
is  the  cultom  of  thofe  holy  butchers,  while  they  are  tearing 
a  man's  finews  upon  the  rack,  to  have  the  phyfician  of  the 
lioufc  ftanding  by.  .  His  bufinefs  is,  frqm  time  to  time,   to 
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obferve  the  eyes,  the  pulfe,  and  other  circumftances  of  the 
fufferer,  and  to  give  notice,  when  the  torture  has  continu- 
ed fo  long  as  it  can,  without  putting  an  end  to  his  life: 
that  it  may  be  preferred  long  enough  for  him  to  under- 
go the  refidue  of  their  tortures,  But  notwithftanding  all  the 
phyfician's  care,  he  is  fon^etimes  miftaken:  and  death  puts 
a  period  to  the  patient's  fufFerings,  before  his  tormentors 
are  aware.  We  may  obferve  fomething  like  this  in  our  own 
cafe.  In  whatever  fufFerings  or  temptations  we  are,  our 
great  phyfician  never  departs  from  us.  He  is  about  our 
bed,  and  about  our  path.  He  obferves  every  fymptom  of 
our  diftrefs,  that  it  may  not  rife  above  our  flrength.  And 
he  cannot  be  miftaken  concerning  us.  He  knows  the  fouls 
;and  bodies  which  he  has  given  us.  He  fees  exaftly  how 
much  we  can  endure,  with  our  prefent  degree  of  flrength. 
And  if  this  be  not  fufficier^t,  he  can  increafe  it,  to  what- 
ever degree  it  pleafes  him.  Nothing  therefore  is  more  cer- 
tain, than  that  in  confequence  of  his  wifdom,  as  well  as  his 
juftice,  mercy  and  faithfulnefs,  he  never  will,  he  never  can 
fuffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  that  we  are  able:  above  the 
Jilrength  v/hich  he  either  hath  given  already,  or  will  give  as 
foon  as  we  need  it. 

III.  J.  He  will  zoith  the  temptation  alfo  (this  is  the  third 
point  v;e  are  to  confider)  v^ake  a  way  to  efcape  that  ye  may 
be  able  to  bear  it. 

The  word  'lyJ^GLo-iv  which,  we  render  a  way  to  efcape,  is 
extremely  fignificant.  The  meaning  of  it  is  nearly  expref- 
fed  by  the  Englifh  word  out-let;  but  more  exaQ:  by  the  old 
word  out-gate^  ftill  frequently  ufed  by  the  Scottifh  writers. 
It  literally  means  a  way  out.  And  this  GOD  will  either 
find  or  make:  which  he  that  hath  all  wifdom,  as  well  as 
all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  can  never  be  at  a  lofs  how 
to  do. 

2.  Either  he  makes  a  way  to,  efcape  out  of  the  temptation, 
by  removing  the  occafion  of  it,  ox  in  the  temptation',  that 
is,  the  occafion  remaining  as  it  was,  it  is  a  temptation  no 
longer.  Firft,  he  makes  a  way  to  efcape  out  of  the  temp- 
tation, by  removing  th^  occafion  of  it.     The   hiftories  of 
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tliankind,  of  the  church  in  particular,  afford  us  numberlefs 
inftances  of  this.  And  many  have  occurred  in  our  ovvrt 
memory,  and  within  the  Httle  circle  of  our  acquaintance. 
One  of  r»any  I  think  it  worth  while  to  relate,  as  a  memo- 
rable inftance  of  the;  falthfulnefs  of  GOD,  in  making  a  way 
to  efcape  out  of  temptation.  Eluabetk  Chadfey,  then  living 
in  London  (whofe  daughter  is  living  at  this  day,  and  is  no 
difhonour  to  her  parent)  wat  advifed  to  adminifler  to  her 
hulband,  who  was  fuppofed  to  leave  much  fubftance  behind 
him.  But  when  a  full  inquiry  into  his  circumftances  was 
made,  it  appeared  that  this  fuppofition  was  utterly  deftitutc 
of  foundation;  and  that  he  not  only  left  nothing  at  all  behind 
him,  but  alfo  was  very  confiderably  in  debt.  It  was  not 
long  after  his  burial,  that  a  perfon  came  to  her  houfe,  and 
faid,  "  Mrs.  Chadjey,  you  are  much  indebted  to  your  land* 
lord,  and  he  has  fent  me  to  demand  the  rent  that  is  due  to 
him/'  She  anfwered,  "  Sir,  I  have  not  fo  much  money  in 
the  world:  indeed  I  have  none  at  all!"  *'  But,"  faid  he?, 
"  have  you  nothing  that  will  fetch  money?"  She  replied,- 
"  Sir,  you  fee  all  that  I  have.  I  have  nothing  in  the  houfc, 
but  thefe  fix  little  children."  "  Then,"  faid  he,  "  I  muft 
execute  my  writ,  and  carry  you  to  Newgate.  But  it  is  a 
hard  cafe.  I  will  leaVe  you  here  till  to-morrow,  and  will 
go  and  try,  if  I  cannot  perfuade  your  landlord  to  give  you 
time."  He  returned  the  next  morning,  and  faid,  "  I  have 
dooe  all  I  can.  I  have  ufed  all  the  arguments  I  could  think 
of,  but  your  landlord  is  not  to  be  moved.  He  vows,  if  I  da 
not  carry  you  to  prifon  without  delay,  I  ihall  go  thither 
myfelf."  She  anfwered,  "  You  have  done  your  part.  The 
will  of  the  Lord  be  done!"  He  faid,  *'  I  will  venture  to 
make  one  trial  more,  and  will  come  again  in  the  morning.'* 
He  came  in  the  morning,  and  faid,  "  Mrs.  Chadfey,  GOD 
has  undertaken  your  canfe.  None  can  give  you  any  trou- 
ble now:  for  your  landlord  died  laft  night.  But  he  has  lefl 
no  will:   and  no  one  knows   who  is  hei;>to  his  eflate." 

3.  Thus  GOD  is  able  to  deliver  out  of  temptations,  by 
removing  the  occafion  of  them.  But  are  there  not  tempta- 
tions, the  occafions  of  which  c^mic)t  te  taken  away?  Is  it 
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not  ^  ftriking  inflance  of  this  kind,  which  we  have  in  a 
late  publication?  *'  I  was  walking"  (fays  the  writer  of  the 
letter)  *'  over  Dover  cliffs,  in  a  calm,  pleafant  evening, 
with  a  perfon  whom  I  tenderly  loved,  and  to  whom  I  was 
to  be  married  in  a  few  days*  While  we  were  engaged  in 
earnefl:  conyerfation,  her  foot  flipped,  flie  fell  down,  and  I 
ftw  her  dafhed  in  pieces  on  the  beach,  I  lifted  up  my  hands^ 
and  cried  out,  "  This  evil  admits  of  no  remedy..  I  mull 
now  go  mourning  all  my  days !  My  wound  is  incurable. 
It  is  impoffible  I  fliould  ever  find  fuch  another  woman !  One 
fo  every  way  fitted  for  me.'*  I  added  in  an  agony,  "  This 
is  fuch  an  affliftion,  as  even  GOD  himfelf  cannot  redrefs!'* 
And  juft  as  I  uttered  the  words,  I  awoke:  for  it  was  a 
dream!"  Juft  fo  can  GOD  remove  any  poflible  temptation! 
Making  it  like  a  dream  when  one  awaketh! 

4.  Thus  is  GOD  able  to  deliver  out  of  temptation,  by 
taking  away  the  very  ground  of  it.  And  he  is  equally  able 
to  deliver  in  the  temptation,  which  perhaps  is  the  greateft 
deliverance  of  all.  I  mean  fuffering  the  occafion  to  re- 
main as  it  was,  he  wall  take  away  the  bitternefs  of  it:  fa 
that  it  fliall  not  be  a  temptation  at  all:  but  only  an  occafi-^ 
on  of  thankfgiving.  How  many  proofs  of  this  have  the 
children  of  GOD,  even  in  .their  daily  experience  ?  How 
frequently  are  they  encompaffed  with  trouble?  Or  vifited 
with  pain  or  ficknefs  ?  And  when  they  cry  unto  the  Lord, 
at  fome  times  he  takes  away  the  cup  from  them :  he  removes 
the  trouble,  or  ficknefs,  or  pain:  and  it  is  as  though  it  ne- 
ver had  been;  at  other  times,  he  does  not  make  any  out- 
ward change:  outward  trouble,  or  pain,  or  ficknefs  conti- 
nues; but  the  confolations  of  the  Holy  One  fo  incrcafe,  a? 
U)  over-balance  them  all.     And  they  can  boldly  declare, 

**  Labour  is  reft,  and  pain  is  fweet, 
When  thou  my  GOD  art  near*" 

^.  An  eminent  inftance  of  this  kind  of  deliverance  ly 
that  which  occurs  in  the  life  of  that  excellent  man,  the 
Marquis  dc  R^nty.     When  he  was  in  a  violent  fit  of  the 

rheumatifm^ 


A    SERI^ON    ON     1   COR.    X.    i^,  £5 

i^eumatifm,  a  friend  afked  him,  *'  Sir,  are  you  in  much 
pain?"  He  anfwered,  '*  My  pains  are  iextremc:  but  through 
the  mercy  of  GOD,  I  give  myfelf  up,  not  to  them,  but 
to  him/'  It  was  in  the  fame  fpirit  that  my  own  father  an- 
fwered, though  exhaufted  with  a  fevere  iHnefs,  (an  ulcer 
in  the  bowels,  which  had  given  him  little  reft  day  or  night, 
for  upwards  of  feven  months.)  When  I  afked,  "Sir,  are 
you  in  pain  now?"  He  anfwered,  with  a  ftrong  and  loud 
voice,  *'  GOD  does  indeed  chaften  me  with  pain;  yea,  ail 
my  bones  with  ftrong  pain.  But  I  thank  him  for  all;  I 
blefs  him  for  all;   I  love  him  for  all." 

6.  We  may  obferve  one  more  inftance  of  a  fomewhat 
fmiilar  kind,  in  the  life  of  the  Marquis  de  Renty,  When 
his  wife,  whom  he  very  tenderly  loved,  was  exceedingly 
ill^^  and  fuppofed  to  be  near  death,  a  friend  took  the  liberty 
lo  inquire,  how  he  felt  himfelf  on  the  occafion?  He  re- 
plied, "  I  cannot  but  fay,  that  this  trial  affe£ls  me  in  the 
moft  tender  part.  I  am  exquifitely  fenfible  of  my  lofs.  I 
feel  more  than  it  is  poffible  to  exprefs.  And  yet  1  am  f o 
fatisfied,  that  the  will  of  GOD  is  done,  and  not  the  will 
of  a  vil^  (inner,  that  were  it  not  for  fear  of  giving  offence 
to  others,  I  could  dance  and  fing!"  Thus  the  merciful,  the 
juft,  the  faithful  GOD,  will  in  one  way  or  other,  in  every 
temptation  make  a  way  to  efcape^  that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it. 

7.  This  whole  paffage  is  fruitful  of  inftruftion.  Some  of 
the  leflbns  which  we  mav  learn  from  it  are, 

Firft,  Let  hwi  that  mojl  ajfuredly  Jiandeth,  take  heed  lejl 
he  fall  inio  murmuring:  left  he  fay  in  his  heart,  "  Surely  no 
one's  cafe  is  like-  mine:  no  one  was  ever  tried  like  mc.'^ 
Yea,  ten  thoufand.  '  There  has  no  temptation  taken  you,  but 
fuch  as  IS  common  to  man:  fuch  as  you  might  reafonably 
expeft,  if  you  confider  what  you  are,  a  finner  born  to  die, 
a  finful  inhabitant  of  a  mortal  body,  liable  to  numberlefs  in- 
ward and  outward  fufFerings:  and  where  you  are,  in  a  Ihat- 
tered,  difordered  world,  furrounded  by  evil  men  and  evil 
fpirits:  confider  this,  and  you  will  not  repine  at  the  com- 
jnon  lot,  the  general  condition  of  humanity. 

Vol.  11.  D  8.   Secondly, 
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8.  Secondly,  Let  him  that  ftandeth  take  ^^6"<^  le/i  he  JalU 
left  he  tempt  GOD,  by  thinking  or  faying,  "  This  is  in- 
fupportable:  this  is  too  hard:  lean  never  get  through  it; 
jiiy  burden  is  heavier  than  I  can  bear/'  Not  fo:  unlefs 
foraething  is  too  hard  for  GOD.  He  will  not  faffer  you 
to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able.  He  proportions  the 
burden  to  your  ftrength.  If  you  want  more  ftrength,  afk 
and  it  fhall   be    given  you. 

9.  Thirdly,  Let  him  that  ftandeth  take  heed  left:  he  fall,  left 
he  tempt  GOD  by  unbelief  by  diftrufting  his  faithfulnefs. 
Hath  he  faid,  In  every  temptation  he  w^ill  make  a  way  to 
efcape?   And  {hall  he  not  do  it?   Yea,   verily.      And 

Far,   far  above  thy  thought 

His  counfel  (hall  appear, 
When  fully  he  the  work  hath  WTOUght, 

That  caus'd  thy  needlefs  fear. 

10.  Let  us  then  receive  every  trial  with  calm  t^efjgnaUon, 
cind  v/ith  humble  confidence,  that  he  w^ho  hath  all  power^ 
all  wifdom,  all  mercy  and  all  faithfulnefs,  w^ill  firft  fupport 
us  in  every  temptation,  and  then  deliver  us  out  of  all:  fo 
that  in  the  end,  all  things  ftiall  work  together  for  good, 
and  we  fhall  happily  experience,  that  all  thefe  things  Were 
for  our  profit,   that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  hotinefs. 

London^   Oftober  7,    1786, 


N.  B.  TLe  wliole  of  tlie  Reverend 
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An    extract 

Of  the  K(tw^.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY^s  Journal,  . 
From  Augull  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,  1739. 

Ads  V,  2^,  39. 

If  tin's  counfel  or  this  work  be  of  men,  it  will  come  to  nought:  But 
if  it  be  of  GOD,  ye  cannot  overthrpw  it;  left  hapiy  ye  be  found 
even  to  fight  againft  GOD, 

PREFACE. 

1.  T  7^  THEN  at  firft  men  began  to  lay  to  my  charge, 
?  V  things  which  I  knew  not,  I  often  thought,  *'  Flad 
*'  I  but  two  or  three  intimate  friends,  who  knew  what  my 
**  life  and  converfation  were,  they  might  eafily  fpeak  w^hat 
**  they  had  feen  and  heard,  and  all  fuch  afperfions.  w^ould  fall 
*'  to  the  ground."  But  I  perceived  my  miftake,  as  foon  as 
I  had  two  or  three,  who  were  my  friends  indeed,  not  in 
name  only.  For  a  way  was  eafily  found  to  prevent  their 
being  of  any  fuch  ufe,  as  I  once  im^agined  they  would  be. 
This  was  dqne  at  a  flroke,  and  that  once  for  all,  by  giv- 
ing them  and  me  a  7iew  na?ne:  A  name,  which  however  in- 
iignilicant  in  itfclf,  yet  had  this  peculiar  effeft,  utterly 
to  difable  me  from  removing,  whatever  accufation  might 
for  the  time  to  come  be  caft  upon  mie,  by  invalidating 
all  which  thofe  who  knew  me  beft,  were  able  to  fay  in  my 
behalf:  Nay,  W'hich  any  others  could  fay.  For  how  noto- 
rious is  it,  that  if  any  man  dare  to  open  his  mouth  in  my 
favour,  it  needs  pnly  be  replied,  *'  I  fuppofe  you  are  a 
Mcthodijl  too,"  and  all  he  has  faid  is  to  pafs  for  nothing. 
2.  Hence,  on  the  one  hand,  many  who  knew  what  my 
converfaiion  was,  were  afraid  to  declare  the  trvvthj  left  thei 
fame  reproach  fhould  fall  upon  them:  and  thofe  few  who 
broke  through  this  fear,  \yere  foon  difabled  from  declaring 
it  wuh  effeft,  by  being  immediately  ranked  with  him  they 
defended.      What  impartial  man  then  can  refufe  to  fay,   It 
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is  permitted  to  thee  ip  anfwer  for  thyftlf.  Only  do  not  add, 
But,;"Thonj'7^a//  ;2c7/  perfuade  me,  though' thou  dojl  per- 
*'  fuade  me:  I  am  refolved  to  think  as  Idid  before,'*  Not 
fo,  if  you  area  candid  man.  You  have  heard  one  fide  al- 
ready. Hear  the  other.  Weigh  both.  Allow  for  human 
weaknefs.      And  then  judge  as  you  defire  to  be  judged. 

3.  What  I  defign  in  the  following  extrafi  is,  openly  ta 
declare  to  all  mankind,  what  it  is  that  the  Methadijls  (fa 
called)  have  done,  and  are  doing  now*.'  or  rather,  what  it 
is  that  GOD  hath  done,  and  is  ftill  doing  in  our  land, 
Por  it  is  not  the  work  of  man  which  hath  lately  appeared. 
All  who  calmly  obferve  it  muft  fay,  This  is  the  Lord's  do^ 
ivg,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes, 

4.  Such  a  work  this  hath  been  in  many  refpefls,  as  neither 
we  nor  our  fathers  had  known.  Not  a  few  whofe  fins 
were  of  the  moil  flagrant  kind,  drunkards,  fwearers,  thieves, 
whoremongers,  adulterers,  have  been  hxoxxghA  from  darknefs 
vr.to  lio^ht,  and  from  the  power'  of  iatan  unto  GOD-  Many 
of  thefe  \v^ere  rooted  in  their  wickednefs,  having  lonst  orlo- 
ried  in  theif "  fliame,  perhaps  for  a  courfe  of  many  years, 
yea  even  to  hoary  hairs.  Many  had  not  {o  much  as  a  no-* 
tionaifiiitll,  'being  Jews,  Ariart?,  Deifts  or  Atheifis.  Noi^ 
his  GOi^  only  made  bare  his  arm  in  thefe  laft  da}^;  in  bei 
half  of  dpeii  publicans  and  finners ;  but  xnTxriy  of  the  Pka^ 
rifees  zMo'have  believed  on  him/oS.  the  righteous  that-needed 
na  repentance:  and  having  received  the'  fentence  of  death  i% 
themfhues,' have  then -heard  the  voice  that  raifed  the  dead, '^ 
Have  been  made  partakers  of  an  inward,  vital  religion,  everi 
righteoufnefj  and  peace  and j-oy in  the.  Holy  Ghoft. 

5.  The  manner  vyrherein '£^6^©- hath  v^-ought  this  work, 
is  as  ftrange  as  the  work  itfelf.  In  any  particular  foul,'  it 
has  generally,  if  not  always,  h<tzi\  wrought  in  one  moment. 
As  the  lightning  finning  from  heaven^  fo  was  the  corrdng  of 
the' Son  of  man,  either  to  bring  pei^fce  or  a  fword;  either  t^ 
wound  or  to  heal,  either  to  convince  of  fin,  or  to  give  re- 
miffion  of  fins  in  his  blood.  And  the  other  circumftances 
attending  it  have  been  equally  remote  from  wh^.t  hum.au 
wifdom  woufd  have  expe6ted,  •  So  true  is  that  wcrdi    wy 
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ways  arc  not  as  your  ways,  nor  my  thoughts,  as  your  thoughts* 
6.  Thefe  extraordinary  circumflances  (eem  to  have  been  de- 
ficrned  by  GOD^  for  the  further  manifeftation  of  his  work,  to 
caufe  his  power  to  be  known,  and  to  awaken  the  attention 
of  a  drowfy  world.  And  yet  even  from  thefe,  fome  have  drawn 
their  grand  objection  againft  the  whole  work.  We  nevef 
Jaw  it,  fay  they,  onihisfajhion.  Therefore  the  work  is  not 
of  GOD,  To  prove  which  farther,  they  have  not  only 
greatly  mifreprefented  many  circumflances  that  really  were, 
but  have  added  many  that  were  not,  often  without  any  re- 
gard either  to  truth  or  probability.  A  bare  recital  of  thofe 
fafts  which  were  not  done  in  a  corner,  is  the  beft  anfwer 
to  this  fort  of  objections.  To  thofe  which  have  been  judg- 
ed  to  be  of  more  weight,  I  have  occafionally  given  a  more 
particular  anfwer. 

7.  Yet  I  know  even  this  will  by  no  means  fatisfy  the  far 
greater  part  of  thofe  who  are  now  offended.  And  for  a 
plain  reafon,  Becaufe  they  will  never  read  it:  They  are  re- 
folved  to  hear  one  fide,  and  one  only.  I  know  alfo  that 
many  who  do  read  it,  will  be  juft  of  the  fame  mind  they 
were  before;  becaufe  they  haveiixt  their  judgment  already, 
and  do  not  regard  any  thing  which  fach  a  fellow  can  fay. 
X^et  them  fee  to  that.  I  have  done  my  part.  I  have  deli- 
vered mine  own  foul.  Nay,  I  know  that  many  will  be  great- 
ly offended,  at  this  very  account.  It  mufi:  be  fo  from  the 
very  ngture  of  the  things,  which  are  therein  related.  And 
the  beft  appellation  I  expefl:  from  them  is,  that  of  a  fool,  a 
madman,  an  enthufiaft.  All  that  ii1?.tue  lies^is,  .to  relate 
fimple  truth,  in  as  inoffenfive  a  manner  as  T  can.  Let 
GOjD  give  it  the  effeft  which  pleafeth  him,  and  which  is 
moil:  for  his  glory!  ,,.  , 

8.  May  he  who  hath  the  keys  of  the  houfe  <?/ David,  who 
openeth  and  no  man  fhutteth,  open  a  great  and  effectual  door 
by  whom  it  pleafetb  him,  for  his  everlalling  gofpel !  May 
\\^  Jead  by  whom  he  \vi\\  fend,   fo  it  may  run  and  be  glorir- 

fled  more  and  more!  May  he  ride  on,  conquerina-  and  to 
conquer,  until  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in:  and  the 
earth  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  feal  JOURNAL 
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From  Augufi   12,   1738,     to  Novemher   1,    i739» 

SATURDAY  Aug.  12.  about  feven  in  the  evening  we 
came  to  Neu-Kircke,  a  town  about  24  miles  from 
Hernhuth.  Mr.  Schneider  (the  minifter  of  it  who  had  defi- 
red  us  to  take  his  houfe  in  our  way)  was  not  at  home:  but 
we  found  one  Mr,  Mancetius  there,  the  mlnifier  of  a  neighr 
bouring  town,  who  walked  with  us  in  the  morning  ten  miles, 
to  Haufwalde,  where  he  lived.  He  told  us,  "  That  the 
Lutherans  as  well  as  the  Papijls\  were  irreconcilable  ene-- 
mies  to  the  brethren  of  Hernhuth:  That  the  generality  of 
the  Lutheran  clergy,  were  as  bitter  againfl:  them  as  the  Je- 
Juits  themfelves:  That  none  of  his  neighbour?  durft  go  thi- 
ther (unlefs  by  Health)  being  fure  of  fuffering  for  it,  if  dif- 
covered:  That  to  prevent  any  of  Hernhuth  from  coming  to 
them,  the  Eledor  had  forbid,  under  a  fevere  penalty,  any, 
number  of  perfons,  exceeding  three,  to  meet  together  on 
a  religious  account;  and  that  he  himfelf,  for  having  a  little 
fociety  in  his  own  pariflh,  had  been  fummoned  to  appear  be- 
fore the  confiflory  at  Drefden.''  Yea  let  the  kings  of  thc:^ 
e^rthjlandup^  and  the  rulers  tahe  counfel  together  againjl  the  ' 
Lord  and  againfl  his  anointedl  He  thatfutcth  in  heaven  faali 
laugh  them  to  j corn;  the  luoxAJljall  have  them  in  derifion. 

We  left  Haujzvalde  in  the  afternoon,   and  in  the  evening, 
came  to  Drefden.      But  the  officer   at  the  gate    would   not 
fuffer  us  to  come  in;   fo  that  we  were  obliged  to  go  on  to 
the  next  village:   which  leaving  early  in  the  morning,   on 
Thurfday  in  the  afternoon  we  came  to  Leipflg, 

We  were  now  kept  only  an  hour  at  the  gate,  and  then 
conducled  to  Mr.  Arnold's^  who  had  invited  us  when  we 
were  in  the  town  before,  io  make  his  houfe  our  hom,e.  A 
few  we  found  here  too,  who  defire  to  hnoiu  nothing  but 
Jvefus  Chrift  and  him  cruciflcd.  And  from  them  we  liad  let- 
ters to  HalU,  whither  we  came  on  Friday  18.  But  the  king 
oi FruJpM^  tall  men  (who  kept  the  gates)  would  not  fuller 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Brown  to  come  in.  Me  they  admitted  (ia  honour  of 
tny  profeffion)  after  I  had  waited  about  two  hours:  and 
one  of  them  went  with  me  to  the  prince  of  Hejfe^  who 
after  a  few  quellions,  gave  me  leave  to  lodge  in  the  city. 
Thence  he  fnewed  me  to  Mr,  Gotfchalck's  lodgings,  to  whom 
I  had  letters  from  Leipfg.  He  read  them  and  faid,  My  bro- 
ther, what  you  find  here,  you  will  ufc  as  your  own.  And  if 
you  want  any  thing  el/e,   tell  as  andyoujhall  have  it. 

I  told  them,  "  My  cdtnpanion  was  without  the  gate.'* 
They  foon  procured  admittance  for  him.  And  we  were 
indeed  as  at  home ;  for  I  have  hardly  feen  fuch  little  chiU 
dren  as  thefe,   even  at  Hernhuth. 

Saturday  19.  I  waited  on  "PxoiQ^or  Franc ke,  who  beha- 
ved with  the  utmoft  humanity;  and  afterwards  on  Profef- 
{6t  Knappe,  to  whom  alfo  I  am  indebted  for  his  open, 
friendly  behaviour.  Between  ten  and  eleven,  feven  of  the.^' 
brethren  fet  out  with  us,  one  of  whom  went  with  us  twa 
days  journey.  It  was  the  dufk  of  the  evening  on  Sun^*. 
flay  20,   when,  wet  and  weary,  we  reached  Jena, 

Monday  21.  We  vifited  the  fchools  there  ^  the  rife  of 
which  (as  we  were  informed^  was  occafioned  thus  : 

About  the  year  1704  Mr.  Stoltvus,  a  ftudent  at  Jena,  be- 
gan to  fpeak  of  faith  in  Chrift;  which  he  continued  to  do, 
till  he  took  his  matter's  degree,  and  read  public  leftures. 
About  twelve  or  fifteen  ftudents  were  awakened  and  joined 
with  him  in  prayer  and  building  up  one  another.  At  this 
(after  various  calumnies  fpread  abroad  and  perfecutions  oc- 
cafioned thereby)  the  confiflory  was  offended,  and  ifTued  out 
a  commiffion  to  examine  him.  In  confequence  of  the  re- 
port made  to  the  confiflory  by  thefe  commiflTioners,  he  was 
iorbid  to  read  any  public  lectures,  or  to  hold  any  meetings 
with  his  friends.  Not  long  after  an  order  was  given,  by 
which  he  was  excluded  from  the  holy  communion.  He  w,as 
alfo  to  have  been  expelled  the  univerfity  :  Buj:  this  he  pre- 
vented  by  a  voluntary  retirement. 

Yet  one  of  the  commifiioncrs,  who  had  been  fent  by  the 
D.  of  JVeymar  [one  of  the  lords  of  Jena)  informed  the  Duke 
that  according  to  his  judgment  5/c?//2W  was  an  innocent  and 
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holy  man.  On  this  the  duke  fent  fpr  him  to  JVey?nar,  an^ 
fixed  him  in  a  living  there.  There  likewife  he  awakened 
many,  and  met  with  them  to  pray  and  read  the  fcriptures 
together.  But  it  was  not  long  that  the  city  could  bear  him. 
For  he  boHIy  rebuked  all  vice,  and  that  in  all  perfons,  nei- 
ther fparing  the  courtiers,  nor  the  duke  himfelf.  Confe- 
quently,  his  enemies  every  where  increafed,  and  many  per-» 
fecutions  followed.  In  fine,  he  was  forbid  to  have  any 
private  meetings,  and  was  to  have  been  depofed  from  the 
miniftry ;  when  GOD  calling  him  to  himfelf,  took  him 
away  from  the  evil  to  come. 

Before  Stoltius  left  jfena,  Budceiis  alfo  began  to  preach 
the  real  gofpel,  a^  did  Chrijlius  foon  after;  whereby  fome 
awakening  continued  till  the  year  1724.  A  few  of  the 
townfmen  then  agreed,  to  maintain  a  fludent,  to  be  a  fchooU 
mafter  for  fome  poor  children.  They  afterwards  kept  feve- 
ral  fchoolmafters  :  But  about  1728,  all  of  them  going  away, 
the  fchool  was  broke  up,  and  the  children  quite  neglefted. 
Profeflbr  Budceus  being  informed  of  this,  earneftly  recom- 
mended the  confideration  of  it  to  the  ftudents  in  his  houfe : 
And  about  ten  of  them,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Spangenherg, 
took  upon  themfelves  the  care  of  thofe  children.  Their 
number  foon  increafed,  which  gave  great  offence  to  the 
other  fchoolmafters  in  the  town ;  and  not  long  after  to  the 
macriftrates  of  the  town,  and  to  the  fenate  of  the  univerfity. 
The  offence  foon  fpread  to  the  paftors,  the  profeffors,  the 
confiftory,  and  the  princes  who  are  lords  of  Jena.  But 
it  pleafed  GOD  to  move  one  of  them,  the  prince  ol  Eifmach^ 
who  had  the  chief  power  there,  to  ftop  the  open  perfecuti- 
on,  by  forbidding  either  the  fenate  or  confiftory  to  moleft 
them.  He  likewife  wholly  exempted  them  for  the  time  to 
come  from  the  jurifdiftion  of  both,  ordering  that  all  com- 
plaints againft  them  for  the  time  to  come  fhould  be  cogniza- 
ble only  by  himfelf.  But  during  the  perfecution^  the  num- 
ber of  fchools  was  increafed  from  one  to  three,  (one  in  each 
fuburb  of  the  city)  the  number  of  teachers  to  above  thirty, 
and  of  children  to  above  three  hundred* 

There 
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There  are  now  thirty-one  conftant  teachers,  ten  in  each 
fchool,  and  three  or  four  fupernumcrary,  to  fupply  acciden- 
tal defefts.  Four  of  the  mafters  are  appointed  to  punilh, 
who  are  affixt  to  no  one  fchool.  Each  of  the  fchools  being 
divided  into  two  clafles,  and  taught  five  hours  a  day,  every 
one  of  the  thirty  mafters  has  one  hour  in  a  day  to  teach. 
All  the  mafters  have  a  conference  about  the  fchools  every 
Monday.  They  have  a  fecond  meeting  on  Thurfday^  chief- 
ly for  prayer.     And  a  third  every  Saturday, 

Once  in  half  a  year  they  meet  to  fill  up  the  places  of  thofe 
mafters  who  are  gone  away.  And  the  number  has  never 
decreafed  ;  frefh  ones  ftill  offering  themfelves,  as  the  former 
leave  the  univerfity. 

The  prefent  method  wherein  they  teach  is  this : 

There  are  always  two  claffcs  in  each  fchool.  In  the  low- 
er, children  from  fix  to  ten  or  twelve  years  old  are  taught 
to  read.  They  are  then  removed  to  the  other  clafs,  in 
which  are  taught,  the  holy  fcriptures,  arithmetick,  and 
whatever  elfe  it  may  be  ufeful  for  children  to  learn. 

In  the  morning  from  eight  to  nine  they  are  all  catechized^ 
and  inftrufted  in  the  firft  principles  of  chriftlanity,  either 
from  Luther's  fmaller  cat^chifm,  or  from  fome  texts  of  hO" 
ly  fcripture. 

From  nine  to  t^rt  the  fmaller  children  are  taught  their 
letters  and  fyllables  ;  and  the  larger  read  the  bible.  From 
ten  to  eleven  thofe  in  the  lower  clafs  learn  and  repeat  fome 
felefl:  verfes  of  holy  fcripture,  chiefly  relating  to  the  founda- 
tion of  the  faith.  Meanwhile  thofe  in  the  upper,  learn 
arithmetick. 

In  the  afternoon  from  one  to  two  all  the  children  are  cir.^ 
ployed  as  from  nine  to  ten  in  the  morning.  From  two  to 
three  the  fmaller  children  learn  and  repeat  Lxitker^  fmaller 
catechifm^   while  the  larger  are  taught  to  write. 

Every  Sunday  there  is  a  public  catechizing  on  fome  text 
of  fcripture  ;  at  which  all  perfons  who  defire  it  may  be  prc^ 
fent. 

In  the  afternoon  we  left  Jtna,  feveral  of  the  brctlirea 
accompanying  us  out  of  town.      Ar  five  bavin rr  ju ft  pafTcd 
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through  TVey?nar,  we  met  Mr.  Ingham  going  for  Hern^ 
hutk.  We  all  turned  afide  to  a  neighbouring  village,  where 
having  fpent  a  comfDrtable  evening  together,  in  the  morn- 
ing vve  commended  each  other  to  the  grace  of  GOD,  and 
werit  on  our  fever al  virays. 

We  breakfafted  at  ErJuH  with  Mr.  Reinkart;  fpent  the 
evening  with  fome  brethren  at  Saxegotka^  and  by  long  jour- 
neys came  to  Marienborn  on  Friday  Auguft  25, 

Monday  28.  I  took  my  leave  of  the  countefs  (the  count 
being  gone  to  Jena)  and  fetting  out  early  the  next  morning 
came  about  three  in  the  afternoon  to  Francfort.  From  Mr. 
Bbhlers  we  went  to  the  fociety,  where  one  of  the  brethren 
from  Marienborn  offered  free  redemption  through  the  blood 
of  C brill  to  fixty  or  feventy  perfons. 

Wednejday  30.  In  the  afternoon  we  cam^e  to  Mentz^  and 
agreed  for  our  paffage  to  Colen  by  water,  for  a  florin  per  head; 
which  Was  But  half  what  we  gave  before,  tho'  (it  feems)  twice 
as  much  as  we  ought  to  have  given. 

Thurfday  '^1.  We  fpent  half  an  hour  in  the  great  church, 
:i  huge  heap  of  irregular  buildings  ;  full  of  altars,  adorned 
(or  loaded  rather]  with  abundance  of  gold  and  filver.  In  gor- 
ing out,  we  obferved  a  paper  on  the  door,  which  was  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  nature,  that  I  thought  it  would  nqt  be  Jaboiu* 
loft  to  tranfcribc  it.     The  Worcls  were  as  folIbwirH-  moil  '^Vnn 

..  „,  ;.  ^-^^i^^^Vk  ^  ;      ..iGLeiiioorn^.: 

Vouhojnmener  abiajs  jur  cue  arme  Jeden  in  j^g-jeur, 

"   Seine  pabliche  heiligkelt,   Clemens  der  I2te,   haben  in 

*'  diefem  jabr  1738,  den  7  Augvjli,  diepfarr  kirche  des  San£li 

"  Chrijlppkori,  in  Me7itz  gnadigften  privilegirt,  dafs  ein  jed.er 

"  prielier,   iq  Vohl  fecular  als  regularikhen  ftands,  der  am 

"  aller  I^eelen-tag,  wie  audi  an  einim  jedcm  tag  in  derfelben 

**  oflav;   fo  dann  am  zwiein  vom  ordlnario  tagen  einer  je'deii 

*'  woch  das  jahr  hindurch,   fiir  die  feel  cine  chrlflglaubigen 

''  verllorbenen  an  zum  altar  mefs  lefen  wird,  jedefmahl  eine 

"feel  aus'  dbm  fec-feur  erlofen'  konne. 

. .       A  full-reieafe  for  the-poor  fouls  in  purgafOrv; 
■  His  papal  iiolincfs,   Clement   the  Xllth,   hath   this  year 
i^qR,.  on.the::f:venth  of  Kw^u^i-viojl  gtacioVjfl^ privileged  titt 

cathedral 


THE   JOUR^TAL   OF    THE   REVD.  JOHN   WESLEY.    35 

Cathedral  church  of  St,  Chriftopher  in  Mcuiz,  fo  that  every 
priejl,  as  well  Jtcular  as  regular^  who  zpill  read  mafs  at  an 
altar  for  the  foul  of  a  chriflian  departed,  on  any  holiday,  or 
on  any  day  within  the  oElave  thereof^  or  two  extraordinary 
days,  to  he  appointed  by  the  ordinary^  of  any  week  in  the  year^ 
may  each  time  deliver  afoul  out  of  purgatory. 

Now  1  defire  to  knpw,  whether  any  Romanifl  of  common 
fenfe,   can  either  defend  or  approve  of  this  ? 

At  eight  we  took  boat,  and  on  Saturday  Sept.  2,  about 
eleven  came  to  Colen  ;  which  we  left  at  one,  and  between 
feven  and  eight  reached  a  village^  an  hour  fhort  of  -Neus, 
Here  we  overtook  a  large  number  oiSwitzers,  men,  women 
and  children,  Tinging,  dancing  apd  m.aking  merry,  being  all 
going  to  make  thnr fortunes  in  Georgia.  Looking  upon  them 
as  delivered  into  my  hands  by  GOD,  I  plainly  told  them 
what  manner  of  place  it  was.  If  they  now  leap  into  the  fire 
with  open  eyes,   their  blood  is  on  their  own  head. 

Monday,  4.  Before  noon  we  cam^e  to  Cleve,  and  to  Nini' 
wegen  in  the  evening.  The  next  night  we  lay  at  a  little  vil- 
lage near  Tiel ;  which  leaving  early  in  the  morning,  we  walk- 
ed by  the  fide  of  many  pleafant  orchards,  and  in  the  after- 
noon came  to  YffeJJiein.  We  flayed  only  one  night  with  the 
brethren,  (in  the  new  houfe,  called  Herndyke,  an  Englifh 
mile  from  the  town)  and  haftmg  forv/ard  came  the  next  af- 
ternoon to  Dr.  Kokers  at  Ratterdar^i.. 

I  cannot  but  acknowledge  the  civility  of  this  friendly  man, 
all  the  time  we  flayed  in  his  houfe.  In  the  morning,  Fri" 
day  8,  we  went  to  the  Englifh  epifcopal  church,  which  is 
a  large,  handfome,  convenient  buildings  The  minifter  read 
prayers  ferioufly  and  diftincHy,  to  a  fmall,  well-behaved  con- 
gregation.  Being  infc)ra>ed  our  fjiip  was  to  fail  the  next 
Azy  ^'{Saturday)  we  took  leave  of  our  generous  friend,  and 
went  to  an  inn  clpfe  tp  the  key,  that  we  might  be  ready 
when  called  to  go  aboard.  Having  waited  till  pafl  fpur  in 
the  afternoon,  \ve  fteppcd  into  the  Jews*  fynagogue,  which 
lies  near  the  water-fide.  I  do  not  wonder  that  fo  many 
Jews,  (efpecially  thofe  who  have  any  refleftion)  utterly  ab- 
jure all  religion.      My  fpirit  was  moved  within  me,  at  that 

horrid 
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horrid,  fenfelefs  pageantry,   that  mockery  of  GOD,  whieh 
they  called  public  worfliip.      Lord,  do  not  thou  yet  cajl  off 
thy  people!    But  in  Abraham's  feed  let  them  aljo  he  hkjfedl 
.The  fhip  lingering  ftill,  I  had  time  to  exhort  feveral  Eng^ 
Vijh^  \^\iOtii  we  met  with  at  our  inn,  to  purfue  inward  re- 
ligion ;    the  renewal  of  their  fouls  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holiriefs.     In  the  morning  a  daughter  of  affliftion  came  tp 
fee  me,  who  teaches  a  fchool  at  Rotterdam.     She  had  been 
for  fome  time  under  deep  convitHons ;  but  could  find  none 
to  inftruft  or  comfort  her.     After  much  converfation,  we 
joined  in  prayer,  and  her  fpirit  a  little  revived.     Between 
^ihe  and  ten  we  went  on  board.     In  the  afternoon  I  read 
prayers,  and  preached  in  the  great  cabin.     The  wind  being 
contrary,  we  did  not  get  out  of  the  river  till  Wednefday  ;  nop. 
to  London  till  Saturday  night,  "^   .-  :>^    ^^Or.v, 

[Qontinuedto  Pa§e'^^>.'^  ■^aWnrr?;/: 

'"'"LiFE   AND'  DE'ATH  -  " '''  "'    ' 

OF    THE  ItAAJX 

Rev.JOHN   FLETCHEHr 
By  the  Rev^  JOHN  W JS LE Y. 

.   '-..   -:  •.  i  ..  ^   4  .-^     ;   -^       ^.^;  H  ^  ^1      (:'.■■  :         :      ^  ■.  ■  '  .T 

SEQUOR,    NON    PASflBUS    ^qUIS. 

To  the  READER. 

■'    ',  ■  '      .  ''"\ 

NO  man  in  Eng!a?id  has  had  fo  long  an  acquaintance 
with  Mt:  FletckeT  as  itiyfelf-  Our  acquaintan cq  be- 
ga'ri  almoft  as  foon  as  his  arrival  in  London,  about  the  year 
J752,  before  he  entered  into  holy  orders,  or  (I  believe) 
had  any  fttch  intention.  And  it  continued  uninterrupted  be-<. 
tv^Cen  thirty  and  forty  years," -e\:e?y  'till  it  pleafcd  GOD  to' 
''"  take 
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iike  him  to  himfelf.     Npr  was  ours  a  flight  or  ordinary  ac- 

quaintance;  but  we  were  of  one  heart  and  pf  one  foul.  We 

had  no  fecrets  between  us  for  many  years-   we  did  not  pur- 

pofcly  hide  any  thing  from  each  other.      From  time  to  ti^e 

he  GonfuUed  me,  and  I  him,  on  the  moft  important  occafi- 

ons>     And  he  conflantly  profefTed,    not  only  much  efteem, 

but  (what  I  valued  far  more)  much  afFeftion.     He  told  iru^ 

in  <>ce,Qf  his  letters,  (I  doubt  not  from  his  heart) 

•1  ; .:  ^  **  Tecum  vivereamem;  tecum  obeam  luhens; 

"  With  thee  I  gladly  would  both  live  and  die." 

I  therefore  think  myfelf  obliged  by  the  ftrpngeft  ties,  tc^ 

pay  this  fmall  tribute  to  his  memory.     But  you  may  eafily 

obferve,  that  in  doing  this,  I  am  little  mpre  than  a  compiler. 

For  I  owe  a  great,  if  not  the  greateft  part  of  the  ^nfuing 

traft,   to  a  few  friends,  who  have  been  at  no  fraalJ  pains,  in 

furnifliing  me  with  materials;    and  abov?  a^ll,  to  my  deair 

friend,   (fuch  fhe  has  been  almoft  from  her  childhood)  Mrs. 

Fletcher,     I  could  eafily  have   altered  both  hers  and   their 

language,  while  I  retained  their  fentiments.     But  I  was  con- 

fcious,  I  could  not  alter  it  for  the  bettpr:   and  I  would  not 

alter  it  for  altering  fake;  but  judged  it  faireft  to  give  you 

moft  of  their  accounts^,  yery  nearly,  in  their  own  words, 

Amsterdam^  , 

September  ja,  ^T^^\ 

THE    t|FE.  AND    DEATH    OP 

The  ReverendJOHN  FLETCHER. 

,;  C  H  A  p.  ^   L 

Ofhi^  Pckrentagt  and  Youth. 

1.  TOHN  William  de  la  Fleclure  (this  was  properly  his 
J  name)  was  born  at  Nyon  in  Switzerland^  a  town  a- 
bout  fiftcen.miles  north  oi  Genevay  on  September  the  twelfth, 
in  the  year  1729.  His  father  was  an  officer  in  the  French 
fervice,  'till  he  left  the  army.in  order  to  marry.  But  af. 
^:-:U.t  ter 
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ier  a  time  he  returned  to  the  array,'  and  was  a  colonel   11) 
the  militia  of  his  own  co[inirf.:^iii 

2.  In  his  early  childhood  he  had  much  of  the  fear  of 
GOD,  and  great  tenderneis  of  confcience.  One  day,  haw 
ing  offended  his  father,  who  threatened  to  correft  him,  h^ 
jdid  not  dare  to  come  into  his  prefence,  but  retired  into  the 
garden:  and  when  he  faw  him  coming  towards  him,  be  rai^ 
away  with  all  fpeed.  But  he  was  presently  ftiuck  with  deep 
lerriorfe,  and  faid  to  himfelf,  **  What !  Do  I  run  away  from 
my  father?  Perhaps  I  ihall  live  to  have  a  fon,  that  will 
run  away  from  meT'  And  it  was  feveral  years  before  the 
impreflion,  which  he  then  received,    was  worn  off. 

3.  Another  inftance  of  his  tendernefs  of  confcience  oc- 
curred, when  he  was  aboyt  feven  years  of  age.  He  was 
one  day  reproved  by  the  nurfery-maid,  faying,  "  You  are 
a  naughty  boy.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  devil  is  to  take 
away  all  naughty  children?"  He  was  no  fooner  in  bed, 
than  he  began. to  reflect  very  deeply  upon  her  words.  He 
ihoughv  "  i  iap»  a  naughty  boy;  And  how  do  I  know,  but 
GOD  may  let  the  devil  take  me  away  this  night"  He 
then  got  up  and  wrellled  with  GOD  m  prayer,  for  a  con- 
fidqr«ib!e  time.  And  he  would  not.go  to  bed  again,  'till  he 
believed    GOD  had  forgiven  him. 

'   ^ir^he  following  accounts  Mr.  f/^/r/^^r  himfelf  gave  to 
Mr.  Sa7nu€l  iVebb^  of  London,  then  refiding  3t  Madeiy. 

-*^  When  I  was  a  lad,  I  had  a  defign  to  get  fome  fruit 
cut  of  my  father's  ^garden.  The  door  being  locked,  I  could 
not  get.  in,,  but. by  climbing. over  the  wall.  This  was  very 
high;  but  with  fome  difficulty,  I  got  to  the  top  pf  it.  As 
I.  was  walking  upon  it,  my  foot  flipped,  and  I  fell  down 
to  the  bottom.  But  juk  where  I  fell,  a  large  quantity  of 
frefh- made  mortar  was  laid.  I  fell  exafily  upon  it*  This 
broke  ray  fall,  or  it  might  have  cofl  me  my  life.'V.m  cdtV. 
5.  **  Once  as  I  was  fwimming  by  myfelf  in  a  deejp  wa^ 
ter,  one  end  of  a  flrong  ribband  which  bound  my  hair,  get- 
ting loofe  I  know.not  how,  and  twilling  about  my  leg,  ti- 
ed me  as  it  were  neck  and  heels.  I  ftrove  with  all  my 
Crength  to. dtfepgage. myfelf^.  but  it  was   to  no  purpofe. 

•  Na 
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No  perfbn  being  within  call,  I  gave  myfelf  up  for  loft;    BiU 
when  I  had  given  over  ftruggling,  the  ribband  loofed  ofitfelf,'* 

6.  "  Another  inftance  of  the  tender  care  which  GOD  had 
over  me  was  as  follows.  One  evening  I  and  four  young 
gentlemen  in  high  fpirits^  made  a  folemn  agreement  with 
each  otherj  to  fwim  the  next  day  to  a  rocky  ifland,  five 
miles  diftant  from  the  fhorie.  But  this  fooHfh  adventure 
was  within  a  very  little  of  cofting  us  all  our  lives.  I  and 
another  indeed  did  with  great  difficulty  and  hazard  fwim  to 
the  ifland.  But  when  we  came  thither,  the  rock  was  fo 
fteep  and  fmooth^  that  we  could  not  poffibly  climb  up. 
After  fwimming  round  feveral  times,  and  making  many  in- 
effeftual  efforts,  w^e  thought  we  muft  perifh  there.  But  at 
length  one  of  us  found  a  place,  where  he  made  a  fhift  to 
crawl  up.  He  then  helped  his  companion  after  him;  the 
others  fwam  about  half  way.  A  boat  then  took  them  up, 
when  they  were  jult  finking.  Another  boat,  which  we  had 
ordered  to  follow  us,  afterwards  came  and  took  us  home." 

7.  A  ftill  more  remarkable  deliverance  it  is^  of  which  he 
gave  an  account  in  the  year  1760.  '*  Some  years  fince  I 
livfed  at  a  place  very  near  the  river  Rhine.  In  that  part,  it 
is  broader  than  the  Thavtes  at  London-bridge^  and  extreme- 
ly rapid.  But  having  been  long  pra6tifed  in  fwimming, 
I  made  no  fcruple  of  going  into  it  at  any  tim<^.  Only  I 
was  always  careful  to  keep  near  the  fhore^  that;  the  Ilreani 
might  not  carry  me  away*  Once;  however,  being  lefs  care- 
ful than  ufual,  I  was  unawares  drawn  into  the  mid  channel* 
The  water  there  was  extremely  rough,  and  poured  along 
like  a  galloping  horfe.  T endeavoured  to  fwim  againft  it, 
but  in  vain,  till  I  was  hurried  far  from  home.  When  I 
was  almoft  fpent,  I  refted  upon  my  back,  and  thena looked 
2ibout  for  a  landing  place,  find ing^  I  muft  either  land  or  fmfc; 
With  much  difficulty  I  got  near  the  flbore.  But  the  rocks 
were  fo  ragged  and  fliarp,  that  I  faw^  if  I  attempted  to  land 
there,  I  fliould  be  torn  in  pieces*  So  f  w^svconftrained  te: 
turn  again  to  the  mid  ftream  r  at  lail,  defparring  of  life,  .1 
was  cheered  by  the  fight  of  a-fine  fraoolh  creekv  into  which; 
I  was  fwiftly  carried  by  a;  violent  ftream.,   :  Abailding;  ftoorf. 

direftlv 
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direftly  acrofs  it,  which  I  did  not  then  know  to  be  a  poW^ 
der-mili.  The  laft  thing  I  cart  remember  was,  the  ftriking 
of  my  breaft  agairifl  one  of  the  piles  whereon  it  flood.  I 
then  loft  my  fenfes,  and  knew  nothing  more,  till  I  rofe  oii 
the  other  fide  of  the  mill.  When  I  came  to  myfelf,  I  was 
in  a  calm,  fafe  place^  perfefliy  well,  v/ithout  any  forenefs 
or  wearinefs  at  all.  Nothing  was  amils  but  the  diftarice  of 
my  clothes,  the  llream  having  driven  me  five  miles  from  the 
place  where  I  left  them.  Many  perfons  gladly  welcomed  me 
on  fliore  :  one  gentleman  in  particular,  who  faid,  **  I  look^ 
ed,  when  you  went  under  the  mill^  and  again  when  you  rofe 
on  the  other  fide.  And  the  time  of  your  being  immerged 
among  the  pileSj   was  exaftly  twenty  minutes." 

But  forne  will  fay,  '*  Why  this  was  a  miracle  !"  Un- 
doubtedly it  was.  It  was  not  a  natural  event ;  but  a  work 
wrought  above  the  power  of  nature,  probably  by  the  mini- 
Itry  of  angels, 

8.  When  he  was  yet  very  young,  his  father  fent  him  to 
the  univerfity  of  Geneva.  After  he  had  gone  through  the 
vifual  courfe  of  ftudy,  it  was  the  defire  of  his  parents,  that  he 
fhould  be  a  clergyman^  But  it  was  his  own  defire  and  re- 
folution,  to  be  an  officer  in  the  armya  Not  being  able  to 
.gain  their  conferit  to  this,  he,  without  their  confent,  went 
away  to  Lifbon.  Here  he  gathered  a  company  of  his  own 
countrymen,  accepted  of  a  captain's  commiflion,  and  en- 
gaged to  ferve  the  king  of  Portugal^  on  board  a  man  of 
war,  which  was  juft  then  getting  ready  with  all  fpeed,  in 
order  to  fail  to  Brazil,  He  then  wrote  to  his  parents,  beg- 
ging them  to  fend  him  a  confiderable  fum  of  money.  Of 
this  he  expected  to  make  a  vaft  advantage.  But  they  re- 
fufed  him  roughly:  unmoved  by  this  he  determined  to  go 
-without  it,  as  foon  as  the  fliip  failed.  But  in  the  morn- 
ing, the  maid  waiting  on  him  at  breakfaft,  let  the  tea-kettle 
fall,  and  fo  fcalded  his  leg,  that  he  kept  his  bed  for  a  con- 
fiderable time  after.  During  that  time,  the  fhip  failed  for 
BraziL     But  it  was  obferved  that  (hip  was  heard  of  no  more. 

9.  But  how  is  this  reconcileable  with  the  account  which 
has   been   given  of  his  piety   when  he  was  a  child?    Very 

eafily : 
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eafdy:  it  only  fliews,  that  his  piety  declined  while  he  was  at 
the  univerfity.  (And  this  Is  too  often  the  cafe  of  other 
youths  in  our  own  univerfities.)  But  it  pleafcd  GOD  at 
or  before  his  journey  to  England,   to  lift  up  his  head  again. 

10.  His  defire  of  being  an  officer  in  the  army  continued 
after  he  returned  from  Lijhon.  And  when  he  was  informed 
that  his  uncle,  then  a  colonel  in  the  Butch  fervice,  had  pro- 
cured a  cOmmiffion  for  him,  he  joyfully  fet  out  for  Flan- 
dtrs.  But  juft  at  that  time  the  peace  was  concluded  ;  and 
his  uncle  dying  quickly  after,  his  hopes  were  blafled,  and 
he  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  going  into  the  army.  And  being 
difengaged  from  all  bufmefs,  he  thought  it  would*  not  be 
amifs,  to  fpend  a  little  time  in  England, 

11.  Coming  to  the  cuftom-houfe  in  London,  with  fome 
other  young  gentlemen,  none  of  the'm  could  fpeak  any  £.7- 
glijli^  they  were  treated  with  the  utmoil  furlincfs  and  ill-man- 
ners, by  fome  brutifh  cuftom-houfe  officers.  Thefe  not  on- 
ly took  out,  and  jumbled  together,  all  the  things  that  were 
in  their  portmanteaus ;  but  took  away  their  letters  of  recom- 
mendation :  telling  them,  "  All  letters  muft  be  fent  by  the 
port."  They  are  fuch  fancy  and  ill-mannered  wretches  as 
thefe  that  bring  up  an  evil  report  ©n  our  nation.  Bntons 
might  well  be  ftiled  hofpitihus  feri^  if  they  werp  all  like 
thefe  vermin.  ^"^  t^ 

12.  From  hence  they  went  to  an  inn  •  but  here  they 
were  under  another  difficulty.  As  they  fpoke  no  Englijlu 
they  could  not  tell  how  to  exchange  their  foreign,  into  En-- 
glijli  money  :  till  Mr.  Fletcher,  going  to  the  door,  heard  a 
well-dreft  Jew  talking  French.  He  told  him  the  difficulty 
they  w^ere  under,  with  regard  to  the  exchange  of  money. 
The  Jew  replied,  *'  Give  me  your  money,  and  I  will  get  ic 
changed  in  five  minutes."  Mr.  Fletcher  without  delay  gave 
him  his  purfe,  in  which  were  ninety  pounds.  A.s  foon  as 
he  came  back  to  his  company,  he  told  them  what  he  had 
done.  They  alt  cried  out  \yith  one  voice,  '*  then  your  mo- 
ney is  gone.  You  need  never  expeft  to  fee  a  crown  or  a 
doit  of  it  any  more.  Men  are  conftantly  v;aiting  about  tha 
doors  of  thefe  inns,   on  purpofe  to  take  in  youn^  flrangers.*' 

ToL.   II.  F  ^         Seeing 
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Seeing  no  remedy,  no  way  to  help  himfelf,  he  could  onl^ 
commend  his  caufe  to  GOD.  And  that  was  enough.  Be-^ 
fore  they  had  done  breakfaft,  in  came  the  Jew,  and  brought 
him  the  whole  mone)'. 

13.  Inquiring  for  a  perfon  who  was  proper  to  perfc£i 
Iiim  in  the  Englijli  tongue,  (the  rudiments  of  which  he  had 
begun  to  learn  before  he  left  Geneva)  he  was  recommended 
to  Mr.  Burchell,  who  then  kept  a  boarding  fchool,  at  Souths 
Nimms  in  Hertfofdjhire.  And  when  Mr.  Burchell  removed 
to  Hatjidd,  he  chofe  to  remove  with  him.  All  the  time 
he  was  both  at  South- Ni'm?ns  and  at  Hatfield,  he  was 
of  a  ferious  and  referved  behaviour;  very  different 
from  that  of  the  other  young  gentlemen,  who  were  his 
fellow  fludenls.  Here  he  diligently  ftudied  both  the  En- 
glifi  language,  and  all  the  branches  of  polite  literature 
Mean  time  his  eafy  and  genteel  behaviour,  together  with 
his  eminent  fweetnefs  of  temper,  gained  him  the  efteem 
as  well  as  the  affeftion,  of  all  that  converfcd  with  him.  He 
frequently  vifited  fome  of  the  firft  families  in  Hatfield,  who 
were  all  fond  of  his  converfatioh  :  fo  lively  and  Ingenious^ 
at  the  fame  time,  evidencing  both  the  gentleman  and  the 
fcholar.  All  this  time  he  had  the  fear  of  GOD  deeply  root- 
€d  in  his  heart.  But  he  had  none  to  take  him  by  the  hand, 
and  lead  him  forward  in  the  ways  of  GOD.  He  flaid  with 
Mr.  Burchell  about  eighteen  months,  v»^ho  loved  him  as  hi^ 
own  fon. 

34.  Afterwards  one  Mr.  Dechamps,  2i  French  rninillef,' 
to  whom  he  had  been  recommended,  procured  him  the  place 
of  tutor  to  the  tw-o  fons  of  Thomas  Hill,  Efquire,  at  Tern- 
Hall,  in  Shropjliire.  In  the  year  1752,  he  removed  into 
Mr.  Hill's  family,  and  entered  upon  the  important  province 
of  inftru&ing  the  young  gentlemen.  He  ftill  feared  GOD, 
but  had  not  yet  an  experimental  fenfe  of  his  love.  Nor  was 
he  convinced  of  his  own  fallen  ftate,  till  one  Sunday  even- 
ing, a  fervant  came  in  to  make  up  his  fire,  while  he  was  wri- 
ting fome  mufic,  who  looking  at  him  with  ferious  concern^ 
faid,  "  Sir,  I  am  forry  to  fee  you  fo  employed  on  the  Lord's- 
ciay."      At  firil   his  pride  was  alarmed,   and  his  refentment 

moved 
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moved  at  being  reproved  by  a  fervant.  But  upon  reflexi- 
on, he  felt  the  reproof  was  ju  13:.  He  immediately  put  away 
his  mufic,  and  from  that  very  hour,  became  a  ftrift  obferver  of 
;he  Lord's-day. 

15.  I  have  heard  two  very  different  accounts  of  the  man- 
ner wherein  he  had  the  firfl  notice  of  the  people  called  Mer 
ihodijls.  But  I  think  it  reafonable  to  prefer  to  any  other, 
that  which  I  receivedl  from  his  own  mouth.  This  was  as 
fpllows : 

When  Mr.  Hill  v/ent  up  to  London  io  attend  ^he  par- 
liament, he  took  his  family  and  Mr.  FlcUher  with  him. 
While  they  flopped  at  St.  Albans,  he  walked  out  into  the 
tov/n,  and  did  not  return  till  they  were  fet  out  for  Ij)ndon. 
A  horfe  being  left  for  him,  he  rode  after,  and  overtook  the^m 
ia  the  evening.  Mr.  Hill  afkirg  him,  why  he  flayed  behind? 
JJe  faid,  "  As  I  was  walking,  I  met  with  a  poor  old  wo- 
inan,  who  talked  fo  fwectly  of  Jefus  Chrift,  that  I  knev/- 
i^ot  how  the  time  paiTed  away,"  I  fliall  wonder,  faid  Mrs. 
li,  if  our  tutor  does  not  turn  ^Jitthodijl  by  and  by.  *^  Me- 
ihodijly  Madam,  faid  he,  pray  what  is  that  ?''  She  replied, 
«.'  Why,  the  Methodijls  are  a  people  that  dq  nothing  but 
pray:  they  are  praying  all  day  and  all  night."  *'  Are  they?'* 
faid  he,  "  then  by  the  help  of  GOD,  I  will  Snd  them  out, 
if  they  be  above  ground."  He  did  find  them  out  not  long 
after,  and  was  admitted  into  the  fociety.  And  from  this 
time,  whenever  he  was  in  town,  he  met  in  Mr.  Richard 
Edwards  %  ciafs.  This  he  found  fo  prpfitable  to  his  foul, 
that  he  loft  no  opportunity  of  meeting.  And  he  retained 
a  peculiar  regard  for  Mr.  Edwards  till  the  day  of  his  death, 

CHAP     II, 

Of  his  Converjlon  to  GOD, 

1.    TT  will  be  mofl  fatisfaftory  to  the  ferious   reader,  to 

JL   give  an  account   of  this   in    his  own  words.      They 

run  thus.      **  The   twelfth  of  January,   in  the  year  ij^^,   I 

received  the  fti.crament   of  the  Lord's  fupper,    though  my 

heart 
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heart  was  as  hard  as  a  fione.  The  following  day  I  feh  the 
tyranny  of  fin  more  than  ever,  and  an  uncommon  coldnefs 
in  all  reUgious  duties.  I  felt  the.  burden  of  my  corruptions 
heavier  than  ever:  there  was  no  reft  in  my  fleih.  I  called 
upon  the  Lord,  but  with  fuch  heavinefs,  as  made  me  fear 
it  was  loft  labour.  Many  a  time  did  I  take  up  the  bible 
to  feek  comfort;  but  not  being  able  to  read,  I  fliut  it  a- 
gain.  The  thoughts  which  engrofted  my  mind  were  thefe. 
I  am  undone.  I  have  wandered  from  GOD  more  than  e- 
ver.  I  have  trampled  under-foot  the  frequent  conviftions 
which  GOD  has  wrought  in  my  heart.  Inftead  of  going 
itrait  to  Chrift,  I  have  wafted  my  time,  in  fighting  againft 
fin,  by  the  fole  ufe  of  th^  means  of  grace:  as  il  the  means 
"Would  do  me  good,  without  the  bleffing  of  GOD.  I  ne- 
ver had  faith:  and  without  faith  it  is  irapoflTible  to  pleafe 
GOD.  Therefore  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  works, 
however  fpecious  before  m.en,  are  utterly  fin ful  before  GOD. 
And  if  I  am  not  changed  before  I  go  hence,  I  am  loft  ta 
all  eternitr.  ^miiisiw 

2.  When  I  faw  that  all  mv  endeavours  availed  nothinrt 

■t  o 

againft  my  conquering  fin,  I  almoft  gave  up  all  hope,  and 
refolved  to  fin  on  and  go  to  hell.  Yet  1  had  a  ftrange  thought, 
^'  If  I  do  gr>  to  hell,  I  will  praife  GOD  there.  And  fince 
I  cannot  be  a  monument  of  his  mercy  in  heaven,  I  will 
be  a  monument  of  his  juftice  in  hell."  But  I  foon  reco- 
vered my  ground.  1  thought,  Chrift  died  for  all.  There- 
fore he  died  for  me.  Pie  died  to  pluck  fuch  finners  as  I 
^xi\  out  of  the  deinl's  teeth.  And  as  I  fincerely  defire  to  be 
his,  he  will  fu rely  take  me  to  himfelf.  He  will  furcly  let 
me  know  before  I  die,  that  he  has  died  for  me.  If  he  leaves 
me  for  awhile  in  this  dreadful  ftate,  it  is  only  to  fiiew  me 
the  depth  he  draws  m.e  out  of*  But  then  I  thought,  per- 
haps he  will  do  it  only  at  my  dying  hour.  And  muft  I  fin 
on  till  then?  How  can  I  endure  this?  But  I  thought  a- 
fTain,  my  Saviour  was  above  three  and  thirty  years  on  earth. 
I^et  me  wait  for  him  as  many  years,  and  then  I  may  have 
fome  excufe  for  my  impatience.  Docs  GOD  owe  me  any 
thing?    Is   he  bound  to  time  or  placer    Do  I  deferve  any 

thing 
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thing  at  his  hands  but  damnation?  Yet  anger  was  always 
one  of  the  fins  which  I  could  not  overcome.  I  went  on 
finning  and  repenting,  and  fmning  again:  but  ftill  calling 
on  GOD's  mercy  through  Chrift. 

3.  I  was  now  beat  out  of  all  my  ftrong  holds.  I  felt 
ray.helpleffnefsi  and  lay  at  the  feet  of  Chrift.  I  cried, 
•'Save  me,  Lord,  as  a  brand  plucked  out  of  the  fire!  Give 
me  juftifying  faith:  for  the  devil  will  furely  reign  over  me, 
till  thou  takcft  me  into  thy  hand.  I  (hall  only  be  an  inftru- 
ment  in  his  hand  to  work  wickednefs,  till  thou  ftretch  out 
thy  almighty  hand,  and  fave  thy  lofl  creature,  by  free,  un- 
merited [jrace."  1  feldom  went  to  private  prayer,  but  this 
thought  came  into  my  mind,  this  may  be  the  happy  hour, 
when  thou  wilt  prevail  with  GOD!  But  ftill  I  was  difap- 
pointed.  I  cried  to  GOD:  but  ray  heart  did  not  go  with 
my  lips.  1  prayed,  but  often  could  hardly  keep  awake^ 
When  overcome  with  heavinefs,  I  went  to  bed:  befeeching 
GOD  to  fpare  me  till  the  next  day,  that  I  might  renew  my 
wreftling  with  him.,   till  I  fliould  prevail, 

4.  On  Sunday  the  nineteenth  in  the  evening,  I  heard 
an  excellent  fermon  on  thefe  words:  Being  jufiifitd  hy  faith, 
we  have  peace  with  GOD^  through  our  Lord  J^fus  Chrijl.  I 
heard  it  attentively,  but  my  heart  was  not  moved.  I  was 
only  ftill  more  convinced,  that  I  was  an  unbeliever,  and 
that  till  I  had  faith,  I  (hould  never  have  peace.  The  hymn 
aher  fermon  fuited  the  fubjeft:  but  I  could  not  join  in 
finging  it.  So  I  fat  mourning  while  others  rejoiced.  I 
went  home,  ftill  refolving  to  wreftle  with  the  Lord  like  Ja- 
cob,  till  I  (hould  become  a  prevailing  IfraeL 

5.  1  begged  of  GOD  the  following  day,  to  (hew  me  the 
wickednefs  ot  my  heart.  I  befought  him  to  incrcafe  my 
conviftions;  for  I  was  afraid  I  did  not  mourn  enouah  for 
my  fins.  But  I  found  relief  in  Mr.  Wejley\  journal,  where 
1  learned,  that  we  fliould  not  build  on  what  we  feel,  but  go 
to  Chrift  with  all  our  fins,  and  all  our  hardnefs  of  heart. 
On  the  twenty-firft  I  wrote  down  part  of  what  filled  my 
heart,  nameh^,  a  confeffion  of  my  fins,  mifery,  and  helpleff* 
fiefs,  together  v;ith  a  refolution  to   fcek  Chrift  even    unto 

death. 
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death.  In  the  evening  I  read  the  fcriptures,  and  found  2^ 
fort  of  pleafure,  in  feeing  a  pifture  of  my  own  wickednef^ 
exaftly  drawn  in  the  third  of  the  Romans,  and  that  of  my 
prefent  condition  in  the  feventh.  I  often  wifhed  to  be  ac, 
quainted  with  fomebody,  who  had  been  in  my  condition, 
and  refolved  to  feek  for  one,  to  whom  I  might  unbofom  my- 
whole  foul.  On  Thurfday  Satan  befet  me  hard:  I  finned, 
and  grievoufly  too.  And  now  I  almofl:  gave  up  all  hope: 
I  was  on  the  brink  of  defpair:  and  neverthelefs  continued 
to  fall  into  fin,  as  often  as  I  had  temptation.  But  I  muft 
obferve,  that  though  I  frequently  thought,  hell  would  be  my 
portion,  yet  1  ntw^i  was  much  afraid  of  it:  whether  this 
was  owing  to  a  fecrct  hope,  or  to  hardnefs  of  heart,  I 
know  not.  But  I  was  continually  crying  out,  What  ftu- 
pidity!  I  fee  myfelf  hanging  over  hell,  as  it  were  by  a  fin- 
gle  thread!  And  yet  I  am  not  afraid,  but  fin  on!  O  what 
is  man  without  the  grace  of  GOD!  A  very  devil  in  wick- 
cdnefs,  though  inferior  to  him  in  power!  In  the  evening  \ 
went  to  a  fincere  friend,  and  told  him  fomething  of  my  flate* 
He  endeavoured  to  adminifter  comfort.  But  it  was  not 
fuited  to  my  fiate.  When  we  parted  he  gave  me  fome  ad- 
vice, which  v/as  better  fuited  to  my  condition.  "  GOD, 
faid  he,  is  merciful.  GOD  loves  you,  and  it  he  denies 
you  any  thing,  it  is  for  your  good.  You  deferve  nothing 
at  his  hands;  but  wait  patiently  for  him,  and  never  give 
up  your  hope."  I  went  home,  refolved  to  follow  his  ad-, 
vice,  though  I  fhould  ftay  till  death. 

6.  Ipropofed  to  receive  the  Lord's  fupper  an  the  follow^ing^ 
Sunday.  I  therefore  returned  to  my  room,  and  looked  out 
a  facramental  hymn.  I  learned  it  by  heart,  and  prayed  it 
over  many  times,  intending  to  repeat  it  at  the  table.  Then 
I  went  to  bed,  with  rather  more  hope  and  peace  than  I  had 
felt  for  fome  time.  But  Satan  waked,  though  I  flept.  I 
dreamed  I  had  committed  a  grievous  and  abominable  fin. 
I  awaked  amazed  and  confounded,  but  fell  upon  my  knees 
and  prayed  with  more  faith  than  ufual :  and  afterwards  went 
about  my  bufinefs  with  an  uncommon  cheerfulnefs.  It  was 
not  long  before  I  was  tempted  by  my  befetting  fin:  but  I  found 

it 
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it  had  no  power.  My  foul  was  not  even  ruffled.  Itook 
ho  notice  of  this  at  firfl.  But  having  withftood  the  temp- 
tation again  aad  again,  I  perceived  it  was  the  Lord's  doing. 
Afterwards  it  was  fuggefled,  It  is  prefuinption  for  fuch  a 
finner,  to  hope  for  fo  great  a  mercy.  I  prayed,  that  I  might 
not  be  in  a  delufion;  and  the  more  I  prayed,  the  more  clear- 
ly I  faw  it  was  real.  For  though  fin  ftirred  all  the  day 
long,  I  always  overcame  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
[Continued  to  Page  'jjC^ 

A  Jliort   ACCOUNT   of  the. 
Conversion   and  death  of 

C  A  S  T  E  R    G  A  R  R  E  T, 

In  a  Letter  to  a  Friend. 

t'ASTER  GARRET  was  born  in  Irela72d,  of  protellant  pa- 
rents,  and  lived  without  GOD  in  the  world  till  the  ^^th 
year  of  his  age.  About  that  time,  being  afflifted,  he  was 
greatly  alarmed  on  account  of  his  fins :  but  when  he  recover- 
ied,  this  conviflion  wore  off,  on  which  he  grew  carelefs  a- 
gain.  Shortly  after,  it  pleafcd  GOD  to  lay  his  hands 
on  a  neighbour  of  his,  who  was  a  very  wicked  young  man. 
This  ficknefs  was  fo  fanftified  to  him,  that  when  he  recover- 
ed, he  evidenced  that  a  real  change  was  wrought  upon  him. 
Prefently  after,  a  prayer-meeting  being  appointed  at  his  houfe 
many  came  to  it,  and  among  the  reft,  Ca/ier  Garret.  He 
had  not  attended  long,  before  he  was  awakened  again  to  a 
fenfe  of  his  danger.  On  feeing  the  houfe,  where  we  met, 
too  fmall,   he  offered  us  the  ufe  of  his  barn  to  meet  in. 

After  fome  time,  the  Lord  afflifled  him  again.  Now 
finding  himfelf  exceedingly  ill,  his  fins  were  fet  in  array  be- 
fore him.  On  this,  he  fent  for  me  to  pray  with  him. 
When  I  came,  I  afked  him  if  he  faw  that  he  flood  in  need 
of  a  Saviour?  He  anfwered,  **  Yes,  yes!"  I  then  afked, 
dp  you  fee  the  neceflity  of  being  born  again?   Hs  anfwer- 
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cd,  "  I  know  I  (feferve  hell;  and  added,  O  pray  that  Chrifl 
may  have  mercy  on  me,  and  reveal  himfelf  in  my  foul;" 
On  hearing  this,  I  urged  him  to  prav>  for  himfelf,  and  to 
expecl  the  pardon  of  all  his  fins:  telling  him  that  when  he 
was  juftified,  he  would  find  peace  with  GOD,  through  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  I  then  left  him  earneftly  crying  for  mer- 
cy. When  1  vifited  him  again,  though  he  feemed  better 
in  body,  yet  he  continued  to  cry  out  for  the  falvation  of 
his  foul.  % 

Nov.  18,  1785,  nif  diforder  increafing,  he  fent  for  me 
again.  When  I  came,  he  took  mc  by  the  hand,  and  faid, 
"  GOD  is  love!   O  help  me  to  praife  him." 

After  prayer  he  rejoiced  exceedingly,  and  faid,  *'  Chrift 
has  done  gre^t  things  for  me!  I  have  given  up  wife  and 
friends!  I  am  crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  fear  of  death 
is  quite  gone," 

He  then  fent  for  his  friends  and  neighbours,  and  charged 
them  to  forFake  their  fins,  and  turn  to  GOD  :  adding,  "  If 
vou  do,  he  will  have  mercy  on  you."  To  one  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  fabbath-breaker,  he  faid,  "  You  have  often 
grieved  me  by  breaking  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord:  I  charge 
you  to  quit  your  fins,  and  to  cry  to  GOD  for  mercy;  or 
elfe  where  I  am  going,  you  will  never  come."  Li  fhort; 
he  preached  Chrilt  to  all  who  came  near  him^  and  exhorted 
them  fpeedily  to  turn  from  all  their  fins. 

Thus  he  continued  for  two  days.  When  I  returned,  on 
finding  he  was  ftill  happy  in  GOD,  we  fun g  the  Following 
hvmn: 

O  the  infinite  cares^ 

Temptations  and  fnares. 
His  hand  hath  condufled  me  through: 

O  the  bleffing  beftow'd. 

By  a  bountiful  GOD! 
And  the  mercies  eternally  new. 

A  friend  coming  into  the  room,  he  fpokc  to  him  in  a  ve- 
ry con)fortable  manner:  and  then  faid,  *'  blefied  be  GOD 
who  fends  his  children  from  difTcrcnt  pbccs  to  fee  me!" 

Another 
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Another  coming  to  fee  him,  who  fpoke  very  comforta- 
bly, he  afked  him,  "  what  think  you  of  Chrift?"  On  my 
faying, 

'*  My  Jefus  to  know,   and  feel  his  blood  flow^ 
'Tis  life  everlafling,  'tis  heaven  below," 

he  anfwered,  "  O  Jefus,  did  every  creature  enjoy  as  much 
happinefs  as  I  do  at  the  prefent,  it  would  be  a  happy  world 
indeed:  it  would  be  juftfuch  a  w^orld  as  it  ought  to  be!  O 
what  a  pity  it  is  that  every  creature  does  not  love  Jefus!" 

On  my  faying,  look  to  GOD  for  an  entire  change  of 
heart,  he  anfwered,'*  I.  will;"  and  immediately  added,  "  O 
Jefus,  as  thou  haft  in  great  mercy  jullified  me  freely,  I 
befeech  thee  fan6Hfy  me  wholly !" 

The  next  night  he  fent  for  me  again.  When  I  came, 
he  faid,  "  O  John,  flay  with  me  this  night !  I  fhall  foon 
go  home  !"  But,  faid  I,  do  you  think  you  are  ready  ?  He 
anfwered,  *'  Jefus  can  foon  make  me  ready."  He  then 
defired  his  brother's  wife  to  read  him  a  rejoicing  hymn. 

Prefently  after  fatan  made  his  laft  effort  againft  him. 
For  all  on  a  fudden  he  cried  out  aloud,  "  I  am  undone!  un- 
done! 1  have  loft  my  w^ay  1  the  Lord  is  departed  from  me! 
O,  it  was  all  lies  I  w^as  telling  I  GOD  has  Qiewed  me  that 
I  am  a  great  finner !  I  fee  my  fins  before  mCj  as  a  mighty 
army  ready  to  devour  me  !  O  my  GOD,  I  am  undone,  un- 
done !"  I  then  faid,  fear  not !  it  is  the  enemy  who  wants 
to  deftroy  your  confidence,  and  to  remove  you  from  the 
rock  of  your  falvation.  But  ftronger  is  he  that  is  for  you, 
than  all  that  are  againft  you  !  He  anfwered,  *'  I  hope  fo  ;" 
but  yet  continued  in  great  diftrefs.  On  my  mentioning 
thofe  words,  if  we  confefs  our  fins,  GOD  is  faithful  and 
juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from  all  un- 
righteoufnefs  ;  he  anfwered,  "  GOD  is  faithful  and  juft  ! 
He  is  come!  Help  me  up!  Bleffed  be  GOD  !  He  is  come!' 
Then  giving  a  ftamp  with  his  foot ;  he  faid,  *'  Satan  !  I  ftamp 
thee  under  my  feet!  O  my  dear  friends  and  neighbours,  praife, 
praife  the  Lord  with  me  !  For  he  u  come  in  mercy  to 
my  foul  i  Th^  terror  is  gone  !  The  ilingof  death  is  gone  ! 

Vo£.  II..  G  O  death. 


56  tONVERSION^    AND    BEATil,    &C. 

O  death,  where  is  thy  fling  !  O  grave,  where  is  thy  vitlory  ? 
BtefTed  be  Jefus  who  hath  given  me  the  viftory  !  O,  I  feet 
his  love  in  my  heart!" 

"  Praife  GOD  from  whom  all  bleffings  flow  !" 

The  exceeding  great  joy  he  felt  in  his  foul,  gave  vigour 
to  his  body  alfo.  For,  before  this  deliverance,  he  could 
fcarce  bear  to  Ue  turned  in  the  bed  :  but  now  he  could  fit 
up  himfelf,  without  any  help  ;  yea,  we  all  thought  he  could 
walk  over  the  room  ! 

A  boy  feeing  this  inighty  change,  ran  home  to  his  mo- 
ther, and  faid,  mother  gtt  tip  ;  for  my  uncle  will  foon  be 
well  !  I  never  faw  fuch  a  change  before  !  1  think  he  can 
walk  over  the  room  !  On  hearing  this,  fhe  came,  and  was 
aflonlflied  at  what  fhe  faw  and  heard. 

His  wife  coming  into  the  room,  praifed  the  Lord  for 
v/hat  he  had  done  for  him  !  She  then  faid,  my  dear  hufband,< 
I  am  willing  to  part  with  you  ;  for  you  are  GOD*s  and  not 
mine.  I  freely  give  you  up  to  him.  Farewell,  my  dear 
hulband  !  O  that  my  laft  end  may  be  like  your^  !  To  which^ 
he  anfwered,    "  O  that  it  may  !" 

"  Our  mourning  is  all  at  an  end, 
"  When  t-ais'd  by  the  life-giving  word." 
He  jiaft  faid,  ''  I  am  happy!"  and  then  he  fell  a3ecp  in  the 
cirms  of  Jefus. 

November  27,   1785. 
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A  Letter  to  a  Person  in  high  Life. 

Matthew  vi.    19. 
Lay  not  up  for  your/elves  Treafures  on  Earthy   £?a 

WHY  do  you  fet  ^our  heart  on  earth. 
Or  plume  yourfelf  on  wealth  gr  birth? 


What 
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What  bllfs  can  thefe  afford? 
Will  they  probng  your  fleeting  breath? 
Or  refcue  from  the  jaws  of  death 

Their  fupercihous  Lord? 

Do  not  the  rich,  as  well  as  poor, 
find  death  ftill  knocking  at  their  door? 

Or  does  he  lefs  invade 
The  lofty  caftles  oi  th^  greal. 
Shining  in  all  the  pomp  of  ftate, 

Than  poyerfy's  low  Ihed? 

Remember  then  how  foon  you  mufl: 
Yield  unto  death,  and  in  the  dufl: 

Your  empty  honours  lay: 
Your  years  with  fwift,  though  filent  pace, 
Slide  on,  nor  linger  in  the  race. 

To  bring  th'  unwelcome  day. 

Then  nought  on  earth  you  call  your  own^ 
Will  follow  you  to  worlds  unknown; 

Your  every  dear  delight, 
Your  houfe,  your  land,  your  pleafing  wife, 
And  all  the  comforts  of  this  life. 

Will  vanilh  out  of  fight. 

Not  one  of  all  thpfe  fpreading  trees, 
planted  by  you  to  catch  the  breeze, 

And  form  the  cooling  fhade; 
Their  fhort-liv'd  mafter  will  purfue, 
Except  the  cyprefs  be  your  due, 

To  death  ^nce  facred  made. 

Nor  wealthy  nor  birth,  relief  in  hell 
Can  yield,   Where  lordly  Dives   fell, 

Involv'd  in  torments  dire  • 
Of  all  his  vaft,  his  boundlefs  ilore, 
No  mite  is  left  him,  to  procure 

One  drop  to  quench  the  fire.  Hear 
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Hear  him  deplore  his  haplefs  fate, 
He  cries  for  mercy,  now  too  iate; 

To  Abraham  tells  his  grief: 
•*  Have  pity,   father,  on  thy  iTon, 
On  me  bellow  one  little  boon, 

To   give  me  fome  relief! 

The  favour  which  I  afk  of  thee 
Is  this,  fend  Laz'rus  unto  me, 

Who  am  with  torment  ftung; 
That   he  into  the  cooling  fiream 
May  dip  his  finger,   damp  the  flame 

That  preys  upon  my  tongue.'* 

That  fuch  may  never  be  your  end. 
By  this  be  w^arn'd,  in  time,  my  friend, 
.    This  mammon-god  defpife; 
But  make  the  living  Lord  your  flay, 
That  when  this  world  fhall  fail,  you  may 
Have  treafures  in  the  fkies. 

2  Kings  ii.    ii.     And  parted  them  both  af under. 

THAT  chariot,   in  my  life*s  fliCyit  day, 
I  oft  have  feen  defcend. 
To  tear  my  other  felf  away. 

To  part  me  from  my  friend. 
But  lo,   it  comes  my  foul  t'unitc 

With  thofe  that  went  before. 
It  whirls  me  to  my  friends  in  light, 
Where  we  fiiall  part  no  more. 


TKE 
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GOJD's  Love  to    Mankind.     Mamfe/f^d  by  difproving. 
his  Ahfolute  Decree  for  their  Damnation. 

[Continued  from  Vol.   I.  page  569.] 

THIRDLY,  Abfolute  Reprobation  is   contrary  to  the 
ufe    and  end   of  GOD's   gifts   bellowed   upon  men, 
which  gifts  are  of  two  forts  : 

1.  Gihs  oi  nature,  our  creation,  prefervation,  together 
with  heahh,   ftrength,   beauty,   and  wifdom. 

2.  Gifts  oi grace y  which  have  a  more  Immediate  relation 
to  everlafting  life,  and  are  means  either  of  purchafmg  fal- 
vation  or  of  applying  it. 

Means  of  purchafmg  it,  are,  the  coming  of  Chrifl  into 
the  v/orld,  and  the  facrificing  himfelf  on  the  crofs. 

Means  of  applying  it,  are  the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and 
facraments,  the  long-fuffering  of  GOD,  the  enlightening  of 
men's  underftandings,  and  the  plantation  of  many  excellent 
virtues  in  their  hearts. 

Now  of  thefe  endowments  of  nature  and  grace,  what 
the  true  ufe  and  end  is,  the  fcripture  doth  plainly  and  parti- 
cularly fhew. 

Firft,  for  the  gifts  of  nature^  they  are  bellowed  upon  all 
that  have  them,  for  the  encouraging  and  enabling  of  them  to 
ferve  GOD  and  fave  their  fouls.  fovA&s  xiv.  16,  37. 
the  apoftle  faith,  that  God  (even  in  thofe  times  in  which  he 

fuffered 
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fu  fie  red  the  gentiles  to  walk  in  their  own  ways,  and  with- 
held from  them  the  light  of  his  holy  word)  did  give  unto  the 
people  of  the  world,  rain  from  heaven  ani fruitful Jeafons^  fH- 
ling  their  hearts  with  food  and  gladnefs  ;  and  in  fo  doing 
he  left  not  himfelf  among  them  without  witnefs.  This  im- 
plieth,  that  he  gave  them  thefe  good  things,  that  he  might 
make  himfelf  known  unto  them,  and  fo  draw  them  to  glorify 
him  according  to  the  knowledge  which  they  had  of  him. 

ABs  xvii.  26,  27,  the  apoftle  faith  direftly,  that  men 
are  made  and  placed  in  this  world,  and  appointed  to  their 
feveral  times  and  dwellings,  that  they  might  feek  andfnd 
GOD  :  that  is,  that  they  might  ferve  him  and  fave  their  fouls. 
For  what  is  it  to  feek  GOD,  hut  to  ferve  him  ?  and  \vhat 
is  it  to  find  GOD,  but  to  enjoy  his  face  and  favour  here  and 
in  heaven  ?  So  Profper :  "  Look  of  what  ufe  the  law  and 
"  the  prophets  wer^  to  the  Ifraelites;  of  the  fame  ufe  were  the 
*'  gifts  of  creation  and  providence  to  the  gentiles."  GOD 
never  intended  to  deal  with  the  gentiles,  as  the  foul-mouth'd 
Mamckees  faid  he  dealt  with  the  Jews  ;  to  feed  and  fat 
them  up  with  outward  bleffings,  as  fo  many  fwine  with  hufks 
and  acorns,  but  to  draw  them  up  by  thefe  to  an  expeftati- 
on  of  better  things,  and  a  careful  endeavour  to  pleafe  GOD,, 
that  fo  they  might  obtain  tbc^i. 

.  The  ejid  qf  all  creatures,  and  of  all  created  gifts  beftow- 
cd  upon  man,  is  fubordinate  to  the  end  of  man.  Man'$ 
end  is  to  glorify  GOD  upon  earth,  and  enjoy  him  in  hea- 
ven ;  and  the  end  of  thofe  gifts  is  to  direft  and  encourage 
man  to  attain  that  excellent  er^d  to  which  lii^s  Creator  had 
appointed  him. 

The  gifts  pf  grace,  likewife,  are  given  to  all  that  ^njpy 
them,  for  the  fame  ufe  and  end. 

For,  firft,  Chrift  came  into  the  world,  not  that  he  might 
be  a  rock  of  offence,  at  which  the  greater  part  of  men 
fhould  ftumble  and  fall ;  but  to  fhed  his  blood,  and  there- 
by purchafe  falvation  for  all  mankind  ;  not  only  for  thofe 
xvho  are  faved,  but  for  thofe  alfo  who  through  their  wilful 
unbelief  and  impenitency  are  not  faved ;  as  we  niay  fee, 
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J-o^an  ill.    17.  GOD  fent    his  Son   into  ike    world,   not  to 

condemn  the  world,   but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be 

Javed,      In  which  words  the  end  of  his  coming  is  fet  down, 

i.   Negatively  ;    not  to  condemn  the  world. 

2.  Affirmatively;  hut  that  ike  world  through  him  might 
be  faved. 

The  like  fpeech  tve  hav6  in  John  xii.  47.  /  came  not 
i'o  judge  tke  world y  hut  to  fave  it.  Thefe  negations  joined 
tvith  affirmations,  fliev/,  that  the  falvation  of  all  men  was 
the  only  end  of  Chrift's  coming  ;  no  other  end  was  proper- 
ly intended  by  it  but  this.  The  Son  of  man  came  to  feek  and 
to  fave  that  which  was  lofty  Luke  xix.  10,  There- 
fore he  came  to  fave  every  man  ;  for  every  man  was  loft. 
And  Acts  iii.  26.  To  you,  faith  St.  VtiCY,  katk  GOD  fent 
his  Son  Jfus,  to  blefs  you,  in  turning  every  one  of  you  Jrom 
your  iniquities.  Every  one  of  y&u- — you  that  rejeft  him,  as 
well  as  you  that  receive  him.  The  end,  then,  of  Chrift's 
toming  into  the  world,  was  the  falvation  of  all  and  every 
man  therein. 

2.  The  miniftry  of  the  word  and  facraments  is  given  al- 
fo  for  the  fame  end,  and  is,  in  its  proper  ufe,  an  inftrument 
of  conveying  the  fpirit  of  regeneration  to  thofe  that  live  uni 
der  it,  and  to  all  thofe. 

Better  proofs  for  this  I  cannot  have,  than  thofe  which 
btir  reverend  divines  at  Dort  gathered  to  my  hand.  Ifa. 
lix.  ^1.  Tkis  is  my  covenant  with  them,  faith  the  Lord :  My 
Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my  words  which  I  havt  put  in 
iky  moutk,  fhall  not  depart  out  of  tky  ?nouth,  nor  out  of  tke 
noutk  of  tky  feed,  or  feed's  feed,  for  ever.  From  thefe 
words  it  appeareth,  that  the  word  and  Spirit  are  joined  in 
the  miniftry  of  the  word  with  an  infeparable  band,  by  the 
promife  of  GOD.  Hence  it  is  that  the  minifters  of  the 
New  Teftament  are  called,  minifters,  not  of  ike  Utter,  but 
of  tke  Spirit:  not  of  tke  letter  thai  killeth,  but  of  tke  Spirit 
tkat  giveik  life,  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  And  the  miniftry  of  the  gof- 
pel  is  called,  tke  miniftry  of  tke  Spirit,  in  the  fame  place, 
Ter.  8.    Hence  alfo  is  the  gofpel  called,  grace  that  bringeth 

falvation^ 
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Jalvatiorij   Tit.  ii.    ii,  and  the  word  of  reconciliation^  2  Cor. 
V.    19. 

To  thefe  let  me  add,  1  Pet.  i.  23.  where  the  word  is  cal- 
led the  feed  of  the  new  birth  :  and  2  Cor.  v.  20.  where  mi- 
niflers  are  called  embaffadors  for  Chrif,  to  bef tech  men  to  be 
reconciled  to  GOD.  They  are  fo  called  to  ihew,  that  the 
word  preached  is,  by  GOD's  appointment,  an  inflrument 
to  make  men  new  creatures  ;  and  that  the  proper  matter  of 
miniflers'  errands  is,  reconciliation  with  GOD  ;  and  the  na- 
tural fruit  of  it  is,  in  GOD's  intent,  not  the  obduration 
and  deftruftidn,  but  the  converfion  and  falvation  of  men. 
The  fame  authors,  out  of  fohn  xv.  22.  If  I  had  not  come 
andfpoken  unto  them^  they  fhould  not  have  hadfn,  do  fay  it 
is  evident,  that  Chrift  in  his  preaching  did  adminifter  fo 
much  inward  grace  as  was  fufficient  to  convince  thofe  that 
rejefted  the  gofpel,  of  pofitive  unbelief,  and  render  them 
obnoxious  to  juft  punifhment :  and,  by  good  confequence, 
fo  much  as  fufficcd,  by  their  good  hufbandry,  to  have  con- 
verted and  faved  them  :  for  that  grace»leaveth  none  without 
excufe,  which  is  not  fufficient  to  convert  them, 

I  w^ill  conclude  what  they  fay  of  this  gracious  intentiori  of 
GOD  in  the  miniftry  of  the  w^ord,  with  that  fpeech  o{  Prof 
pery  cited  by  them:  "  They  that  fay,  that  all  thofe  to  whom 
"  the  gofpel  is  preached,  even  thofe  that  obey  not  the  gofpel, 
"  are  not  called  to  grace,  they  fay  an  untruth."  GOD  looked 
for  grapes^  fays  the  text,  Ifa.  v.  2.  What  doth  this  im- 
ply, but  that  it  was  GOD's  principal  aim,  in  the  hufbandrj 
which  he  beftowed  upon  the  church  of  Ifrael,  that  it  fhould 
bring  forth  good  fruit,  though  in  the  event  it  did  not?  How 
often  would  I  have  gathered  you  ?  faith  Chiift  to  Jerufalem, 
Matt,  xxiii.  37.  Thefe  things  have  I  jpokm,  that  ye  might 
be  faved:  but  ye  will  not  come  unto  me,  that  ye  might  have 
life,  John  v.  54.  40.  In  thofe  words  intimating  no  lefs 
than  this,  that  it  was  his  full  intent,  by  his  preaching,  to 
gather  and  to  fave  thofe  very  men,  that  in  the  end  were 
not  gathered  nor  faved,  through  their  contempt  or  ncglefl; 
of  his  miniftrv. 

A  Sermon 
[Continued  to  Page  105.3 


i    SI    1 
SERMON   XIV^ 

On  I  Peter  iii.  3,  4, 

tP'hofe  iidorning  let  it  not  be  that  outward  adorning  of- -nxjeai'^ 

ing  of  goldy  or  of  putting  on  of  appareL 

But  let  it  be  the  hidden  man  of  the  hearty  in  that  ivhich  is  not 
corruptible^  even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirii^ 
ivhich  is  in  the  fight  of  GOD  of  great  priceh 

I.  O  T.  Paul  exhorts  all  thofe  who  defire  to  be  transformed 
V^3  ^y  ^'^^  renewal  of  their  minds  ^  and  to  prove  what  is  that 
goody  and  acceptable y  andperfeB  will  ofGODyNot  to  be  conformed 
to  this  world.  Indeed  this  exhortation  relates  more  dire£lly  to 
the  wifdom  of  the  world,  which  in  all  its  branches  \sfoolifhnefs 
with  GOD;  and  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  which  is  tbtally 
oppofite  to  his  good,  and  acceptable,  andperfeB  will.  But  it 
likewife  has  i  reference,  even  to  the  manners  and  cufoms  of 
the  world,  which  naturally  flow  from  its  wifdom  and  fpirlt, 
and  are  exa£lly  fuitable  thereto.  And  it  was  not  beneath  the 
wifdom  of  GODl,  to  give  us  pundlual  directions  in  this  re- 
fpeft  alfo* 

2.  Some  of  thefe,  particularly  that  in  the  text,  defcend 
even  to  the  apparel  of  Chriftians.  And  both  this  text  and  the 
parallel  one  of  St.  Paul,  are  asexprefs  as  poffible.  St.  Paul's 
words  are  [i  Tim.  ii.  9,  10.]  /  will,  that  women  adorn  them- 

felves  in  modefl  apparel;   not with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  coflly 

array :  but  (which  hecometh  women  prof  effing  godlinefs  )   with 
good  works. 

3.  But  is  it  not  ftrange,  fay  fome,  that  the  all-wife  Spirit  of 
GOD  fhould  condefcend  to  take  notice  of  fuch  trifles  as  thefe  ? 
To  take  notice  of  fuch  infignificant  trifles?  Things  of  fo  lit* 
tie  m.oment  ?  Or  rather  of  none  at  all?  For  what  does  it 
fignify,  provided  we  take  care  of  the  Soul,  what  the  Body 
is  covered  with  ?  Whether  in  filk  or  fa ckcloth  ?  What  harm 
can  there  be,  in  the  wearing  of  gold,  or  filver,  or  precious 
flones  ?  Or  any  other  of  thofe  beautiful  things,  with  which 
GOD  has  fo  amply  provided  us?  May  we  not  apply  to  this. 

Vol.  1L  H  '     what 
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what  St.  Paid  has  obferved  on  another  occafion,  That  ever^ 
creature  of  GOD  is  goody  and  nothing  to  be  rejetledP 

4.  It  is  certain  that  many  who  fincercly  fear  GOD,  have 
cordially  embraced  this  opinion.  And  their  praftice  is  fuita- 
ble  thereto:  they  make  no  fcruple  of  conformity  to  the  world, 
by  putting  on,  as  often  as  occafion  offers,  either  gold,  or 
pearls,  or  coftly  apparel.  And  indeed  they  are  not  well 
pleafed  with  thofe  who  think  it  their  duty  to  rejefl:  them : 
the  ufing  of  which  they  apprehend  to  be  one  branch  of 
Chriftian  liberty.  Yea,  fome  have  gone  confiderably  farther: 
even  fo  far,  as  to  make  it  a  point,  to  bring  thofe  who  had 
refrained  from  them  for  fome  time,  to  make  ufe  of  them 
again :  afluring  them,  that  it  was  mere  fuperftition  to  think 
there  was  any  harm  in  them.  Nay,  farther  ftill,  a  very 
refpe6lable  perfon  has  faid  in  exprefs  terms,  "  I  do  not  defire 
that  any  who  drefs  plain ^  fliould  be  in  our  Society."  It  is 
therefore  certainly  worth  our  while,  to  confider  this  matter 
thoroughly  ;  ferioufly  to  enquire.  Whether  there  is  any  harm 
in  the  putting  on  of  gold,  or  jewels,  or  coftly  apparel? 

5.  But  before  we  enter  on  the  fubject,  let  it  be  obferved. 
That  flovenlinefs  is  no  part  of  Religion:  that  neither  this, 
nor  any  text  of  Scripture,  condemns  neatnefs  of  apparel: 
certainly  this  is  a  Duty,  not  a  fin:  <^  Cleanlinefs  is  indeed 
next  to  Godlinefs."  Agreeably  to  this,  good  Mr.  Herbert 
advifes  every  one  that  fears  GOD, 

^«  Let  thy  mind's  fweetnefs  have  its  operation 
Upon  thy  perfon,  clothes,   and  habitation." 

And  furely  every  one  fhould  attend  to  this,  if  he  would  not 
have  the  good  that  is  in  him,  evil  fpoken  of. 

6.  Another  miftake  with  regard  to  apparel,  has  been  com- 
mon in  the  religious  world.  It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome, 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  difference  at  all  in  the  apparel  of 
Chrlilians.  But  neither  thefe  texts,  nor  any  other  in  the 
Book  of  GOD,  teach  any  fuch  thing,  or  direfl:  that  the  drefs 
of  the  Mafter  or  Miftrefs  fhould  be  nothing  different  from 
that  of  their  fervants.  There  may  undoubtedly  be  a  mode- 
rate 
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rate  difFerence  of  apparel,  between  perfons  of  different  fta- 
tions.  And  where  the  eye  is  fingle,  this  will  eafily  be  ad- 
jufted  by  the  rules  of  Chriftian  Prudence. 

7.  "What  is  then  the  meaning  of  thefe  Scriptures?  What 
is  it  which  they  forbid  ?  They  manifeftly  forbid  ordinary 
Chriftians,  thofe  in  the  lower  or  middle  ranks  of  life,  to  be 
adorned  with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  coftly  apparel.  But  why? 
What  harm  is  there  herein?  This  deferves  our  ferious  con- 
fideration.  But  it  is  highly  expedient,  or  rather  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  all  who  would  confider  it  to  any  purpofe,  as 
far  as  is  poflible,  to  diveft  themfelves  of  all  prejudice,  and 
to  (land  open  to  convi£tion :  is  it  not  neceflary  likewife  iu 
the  higheft  degree,  that  they  fliould  earneftly  befeech  the 
Father  of  lights,  that  "  by  his  holy  infpiration  they  may 
think  the  things  that  are  right,  and  by  his  merciful  guid- 
ance perform  the  fame  ?"  Then  they  will  not  fay,  no,  not 
in  their  hearts  (as  I  fear  too  many  have  done)  what  the  fa- 
mous Jew  faid  to  the  Chriftian,  Nonperfuadebis^  etiamftper- 
Juaferisy  "  Thou  fhalt  not  perfuade  me,  though  thou  haft 
perfuaded  me." 

8.  The  queftion  is.  What  harm  does  it  do,  to  adorn  our- 
felves  with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  coftly  array,  fuppofe  we  can 
afford  it?  That  is,  fuppofe  it  does  not  hurt  or  impoverifti 
our  families?  The  firft  harm  it  does  is.  It  engenders 
Pride^  and  where  it  is  already,  increafes  it.  Whoever  nar- 
rowly obferves  what  pafles  in  his  own  heart,  will  eafily  dif- 
cern  this.  Nothing  is  more  natural  than  to  think  ourfelves 
better,  becaufe  we  are  drefled  in  better  clothes.  And  it  is 
fcarce  poflible  for  a  man  to  wear  coftly  apparel,  without, 
in  fome  meafure,  valuing  himfelf  upon  it.  One  of  the  old 
Heathens  was  fo  well  apprifed  of  this,  that  when  he  had  a 
fpite  to  a  poor  man,  and  had  a  mind  to  turn  his  he;adj  he 
made  him  a  prefent  of  a  fuit  of  fine  clothes. 

EutrapeluSj  cuicimq;   tiocere  volehat^ 
Vejlimenta  dahat  pretiofa^  ^ 

He 

*  Eutrapdus  made  prefents  of  fplendid  garments  to  thofe, 
whom  he  wifhed  to  hurt  or  corrupt. 


60  A    SERMON    ON    I    PET.    ill.    3,   4, 

He  could  not  then  but  imagine  himfelf  to  be  as  much  better, 
as  he  was  finer  than  his  neighbour.  And  hov/  many  thou- 
fands,  not  only  Lords  and  Gentlemen  in  Enghndj  but  ho-» 
neft  Tradefmen,  argue  the  fame  way?  Inferring  the  fupe- 
rior  value  of  their  perfons  from  the  value  of  their  clothes? 

9.  ^^  But  may  not  one  man  be  as  proud  though  clad  in 
fackcloth,  as  another  is,  though  clad  in  cloth  of  gold?" 
As  this  argument  meets  us  at  every  turn,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
be  unanfwerable,  it  wall  be  worth  while  to  anfwer  it  once 
for  all,  and  to  fliew  the  utter  emptinefs  of  it.  ^^  May  not 
then  one  clad  in  fackcloth,  you  afk,  be  as  proud,  as  he  that 
is  clad  in  cloth  of  gold?"  I  anfwer.  Certainly  he  may:  \ 
fiippofe  no  one  doubts  of  it.  And  what  inference  can  you 
draw  from  this  ?  Take  a  parallel  cafe.  One  man  that  drinks 
a  cup  of  wholefome  wine  may  be  as  fick  as  another  that 
drinks  poifon.  But  does  this  prove  that  the  poifon  has  na 
more  tendency  Xd  hurt  a  man  than  the  wine?  Or  does  it 
excufe  any  man  for  taking,  what  has  a  natural  tendency  ta 
make  him  fick  ?  Now  to  apply.  Experience  fhews  that 
fine  clothes  have  a  natural  tendency  to  make  a  man  fick  of 
pride.  Plain  clothes  have  not.  Although  it  is  true,  you 
may  be  fick  of  pride  in  thefe  alfo,  yet  they  have  no  natural 
tendency,  either  to  caufe  or  increafe  this  ficknefs.  There- 
fore let  all  that  defire  to  be  clothed  with  Humility,  abftain 
from  that  poifon. 

10.  Secondly,  The  wearing  gay  or  coftly  apparel  natu- 
rally tends  to  breed  and  to  increafe  Vanity,  By  Vanity  I  here 
mean  the  Love  and  Defire  of  being  admired  and  praifed. 
Every  one  of  you  that  is  fond  of  Drefs,  has  a  watnefs  of  thia 
in  your  own  bofom.  Whether  you  will  confefs  it  before 
man  or  no,  you  are  convinced  of  this  before  GOD.  You 
know  in  your  hearts,  it  is  with  a  view  to  be  admired  that 
you  thus  adorn  yourfelves :  and  that  you  would  not  be  at 
the  pains,  were  none  to  fee  you,  but  GOD  and  his  holy  an- 
gels. Now  the  more  you  indulge  this  foolifh  defire,  the 
more  it  grows  upon  you.  You  have  vanity  enough  by  na- 
ture \  but  by  thus  indulging  it,  you  increafe  it  a  hundred- 
fold. O  fl:op!  Aim  at  pleafing  GOD  alone,  and  all  thefe 
Ornaments  will  drop  off. 

II.  Third! y^ 


A    SERMON    ON    I    PET.    ill.    3,   4.  6x 

n.  Thirdl7,  The  wearing  of  gay  and  coftly  Apparel, 
naturally  t-nds  to  beget  Jnger^  and  every  turbulent  and  un- 
leafy  Paffion.  And  it  is  on  this  very  account,  that  the  Apoftle 
places  this  Outward  Adorning  in  direft  oppofition  to  the 
crnament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirit.  How  remarkably  does 
he  add,  Which  is  in  the  fight  of  GOD  of  great  prices 

Than  gold  and  pearls  more  precious  far, 
A.nd  brighter  than  the  morning-ftar. 

None  can  eafily  conceive,  unlefs  himfclf  were  to  make  the 
fad  experiment,  the  contrariety  there  is  between  that  Out- 
luard  Adorn  ingy  and  this  inward  quietnefs  of  fpirit.  You 
never  can  thoroughly  enjoy  this,  while  you  are  fond  of  the 
other.  It  is  only  while  you  fit  loofe  to  that  Gut%vard  adGrn- 
ingy  that  you  can  in  patietice  poffefs  your  foul.  Then  only 
when  you  have  caft  off  your  fondnefs  for  drefs,  will  the 
peace  of  GOD  reign  in  your  hearts. 

12.  Fourthly,  Gay  and  coftly  apparel  direflly  tends  to 
create  and  inflame  Luft.  I  was  in  doubt  whether  to  name 
this  brutal  appetite  :  or,  in  order  to  fpare  delicate  ears,  to 
exprefs  it  by  fome  gentle  circumlocution:  (Hke  the  Dean, 
who  fome  years  ago,  told  his  audience  at  White-Hall^  *«  If 
you  do  not  repent,  you  will  go  to  a  place,  which  I  have 
too  much  manners  to  name  before  this  good  company.") 
But  I  think  it  beft  to  fpeak  out:  fince  the  more  the  word 
jfhocks  your  ears,  the  more  it  may  arm  your  heart.  The 
facl  is  plain  and  undeniable:  it  has  thiseffeft  both  on  the 
wearer  and  the  beholder.  To  the  former,  our  elegant  Poet," 
Cowleyy  addreffes  thofe  fine  lines  : 

*^  Th'  adorning  thee  with  fo  much  art 
Is  but  a  barbarous  ikill : 
•Tis  like  the  poifoning  of  a  dart. 
Too  apt  before  to  kill." 

That  IS  (to  exprefs  the  matter  in  plain  terms,  without  any 
colouring)  "  You  poifon  the  beholder  with  far  more  of  this 
bafe  appetite,  than  otherwife  he  would  feel."     Did  you  not 

know 
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hnow,  this  would  be  the  natural  confequence  of  your  elegant 
adorning?  To  pufh  the  queftion  home,  did  you  not  deftre^  did 
you  not  deftgn  it  Ihould?  And  yet  all  the  time,  how  did  you 

*^  Set  to  public  view 
A  fpecious  face  of  innocence  and  virtue  ?'* 

Meanwhile  you  do  not  yourfelf  efcape  the  fnare  which  you 
fpread  for  others.  The  dart  recoils,  and  you  are  infefted 
with  the  fame  poifon  with  which  you  infedled  them.  You 
kindle  a  flame,  which  at  the  fame  time  confumes  both  your- 
felf and  your  admirers.  And  it  is  well,  if  it  does  not  plunge 
both  you  and  them  into  the  flames  of  hell. 

13.  Fifthly,  The  wearing  coftly  array  is  dire6Hy  oppofite 
to  the  being  adorned  with  good  works.    Nothing  can  be  more 
evident  than  this:  for  the  more  you  lay  out  on  your  own 
apparel,  the  lefs  you  have  left  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  feed 
the  hungry,  to  lodge  the  ftrangers,  to  relieve  thofe  that 
are  fick  and  in  prifon,  and  to  leflen  the  numberlefs  afflifti- 
ons  to  which  we  are  expofed  in  this  vale  of  tears.     And 
here  is  no  room  for  the  evafion  ufed  before,  "  I  may  be  as 
humble  in  cloth  of  gold,  as  in  fackcloth."     If  you*  could  be 
as  humhle^  when  you  chufe  coftly,  as  when  you  chufe  plain 
apparel  (which  I  flatly  deny)  yet  you  could  not  be  as  hene^ 
Jicenty  as  plenteous  in  good  works.     Every  fhilling  which 
you  fave  from  your  own  apparel,  you  may  expend  in  cloth- 
ing the  naked:  and  in  relieving  the  various  neceflities  of  the 
poor,  whom  ye  have  always  with  you.    Therefore  every  Ihil- 
ling  which  you  needlefsly  fpend  on  your  apparel,  is  in  ef- 
fect ftoien  from  GOD  and  the  poor.     And  how  many  pre- 
cioois  opportunities  of  doing  good  have  you  defrauded  your- 
felf of?  How  often  have  you  difabled  yourfelf  from  doing 
good,  by  purchafing  what  you  did  not  want?  For  what  end 
did  you  buy  thefe  ornaments?    To  pleafe  GOD?   No;  but 
to  pleafe  your  own  fancy,  or  to  gain  the  admiration  and 
applaufe  of  thofe  that  were  no  wifer  than  yourfelf.     How 
much  good  might  you  have  done  with  that  money  ?    And 
what  an  irreparable lofs  have  you  fuft^inedby  not  doing  it? 

if 
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if  it  be  true  that  the  day  is  at  hand,  when  every  man  Jljall 
receive  his  own  reward^  according  to  his  own  labour! 

J 4.  I  pray  confider  this  well.  Perhaps  you  have  not  feeu 
it  in  this  light  before.  When  you  are  laying  out  that  mo- 
ney in  coftly  apparel,  which  you  could  have  otherwife  fpar- 
ed  for  the  poor,  you  thereby  deprive  them  of  what  GOD,  the 
Proprietor  of  all,  had  lodged  in  your  hands  for  their  ufe* 
If  fo,  what  you  put  upon  yourfelf,  you  are,  in  efFeft,  tear- 
ing from  the  back  of  the  naked ;  as  the  coftly  and  delicate 
food  which  yoU  eat,  you  are  fnatching  from  the  mouth  of 
the  hungry.  For  mercy,  for  pity,  for  Chrift's  fake,  for  the 
honour  of  his  gofpel,  ftay  your  hand.  Do  not  throw  this 
money  away.  Do  not  lay  out  on  Nothing,  yea,  worfe  than 
Nothing,  what  may  clothe  your  poor,  naked,  fhivering  fel- 
low-creature ! 

15.  Many  years  ago,  when  I  was  at  Oxford,  in  a  cold 
winter's  day  a  young  maid  (one  of  thofe  we  kept  at  fchool) 
called  upon  me.  I  faid.  You  feem  half  ftarved.  Have  you 
nothing  to  cover  you  but  that  thin  Hnen  gown  ?  She  faid, 
*^  Sir,  this  is  all  I  have."  I  put  my  hand  in  my  pocket ; 
but  found  I  had  fcarce  any  money  left,  having  juft  paid  a- 
way  what  I  had.  It  immediately  ftruck  me.  Will  not  thy 
Matter  fay,  "  .Well  done,  good  and  faithful  Steward ! 
Thou  haft  adorned  thy  walls  with  the  money  which  might 
have  fcreened  this  poor  creature  from  the  cold !"  O  Juftice  ! 
O  Mercy !  Are  not  thefe  piftures  the  blood  of  this  poor 
maid  !  See  thy  expenfive  apparel  in  the  fame  light :  thy 
Gown,  Hat,  Head-drefs !  Every  thing  about  thee  which 
coft  more  than  Chriftian  Duty  required  thee  to  lay  out,  is 
the  blood  of  the  poor !  O  be  wife  for  the  time  to  come ! 
Be  more  merciful !  More  faithful  to  GOD  and  man  !  More 
abundantly  adorned  (like  men  and  women  profeffing  godli- 
nefs)  with  good  works, 

16.  It  is  true,  great  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  thofe 
who  have  never  been  warned  of  thefe  things,  and  perhaps 
do  not  know,  that  there  is  a  word  in  the  Bible,  which  for- 
bids coftly  apparel.  But  what  is  That  to  Tou  P  You  have 
been  warned  over  and  over ;  yea,   in  the  plaineft  manner 

poflible. 
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poffible.  And  what  have  you  profited  thereby  ?  Do  not  yotl 
ftill  drefs  juft  like  other  people  of  the  fame  fortune  ?  Is  not 
your  Drefs,  as  gay,  as  expenfive  as  theirs,  who  never  had 
any  fuch  warning  ?  As  expenfive  as  it  would  have  been,  if 
you  had  never  heard  a  word  faid  about  it?  O  how  will  you 
anfwer  this,  when  you  and  I  (land  together  at  the  judg- 
ment-feat of  Chrift !  Nay,  have  not  many  of  you  grown 
finer  as  faft  as  you  have  grown  richer  ?  As  you  increafed  in 
fubftance,  have  you  not  increafed  in  Drefs  ?  Witnefs  the" 
profufion  of  ribbands,  gauze,  or  linen  about  your  heads ! 
What  have  you  profited  then  by  bearing  the  reproach  of 
Chrift  ?  By  being  calletl  Methodilts  ?  Are  you  not  as  faflii- 
onably  drell  as  others  of  your  rank  that  are  no  Methodifts  ? 
Do  you  afk,  "  But  may  we  not  as  well  buy  fafhionabld 
things  as  unfafhicnable  ?''  I  anfwer.  Not  if  they  give  yoU 
a  bold,  immodeft  look  (as  thofe  huge  hats,  bonnets,  head- 
c-.efles  do.)  And  not  if  they  coft  m.ore*  "  But  I  can  af^ 
ford  it :''  O  lay  afide  for  ever  that  idle,  nonfenfical  word  ! 
No  Chriftian  can  afford  to  wafte  any  part  of  the  fubftance 
which  GOD  has  intruded  him  with.  How  long  are  you  to 
(lay  here  ?  May  net  you  to*m.orrow,  perhaps  to-night,  be 
fummoned  to  arife  and  go  hence,  in  order  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  this  and  all  your  talents  to  the  Judge  of  quick  and 

dead  ? 

1-7.  How  then  can  it  be,  that  after  fo  many  warnings, 
YOU  perfift  in  the  fame  folly  ?  Is  it  not  hence  ?  There  are 
itill  among  you,  fomc  that  neither  profit  themfclves  by  all 
they  hear,  nor  are  willing  that  others  fliould :  and  thefe,  if 
any  of  you  are  almoft  perfuaded  to  drefs  as  Chriftians,  rea- 
fon,  and  rally,  and  laugh  you  out  of  it.  O  ye  pretty  tri- 
flers,  I  intreat  you  not  to  do  the  devil's  work  any  longer ! 
Whatever  ye  do  yourfelves,  do  not  harden  the  hearts  of 
others.  And  you  that  are  of  a  better  mind,  avoid  thefe 
tempters  with  all  pofiible  care.  And  if  you  come  where 
any  of  them  are,  either  beg  them  to  be  filent  on  the  head, 
or  quit  the  room. 

18.  Sixthly,  The  putting  on  of  collly  apparel  is  direclly 
oppofite  to  what  the  Apoftle  term.s  tbe  hidden  man  of  the 

hearty 
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hearty  that  is,  to  the  whole  image  of  GO D^  wherein  we  were 
created,  and  which  is  ftampt  anew  upon  the  heart  of  every 
chriftian  behever:  oppofite  to  the  mind  luhich  was  in  Qhriji 
Jefusy  and  the  whole  nature  of  inward  hoHnefs.  All  the 
time  you  are  ftudying  this  outward  adorning^  the  whole  in- 
ward work  of  the  Spirit  ftands  ftill :  or  rather  goes  back, 
though  by  very  gentle,  and  almoft  imperceptible  degrees* 
Inftead  of  growing  more  heavenly-minded,  you  are  more 
and  more  earthly-minded.  If  you  once  had  fellowfhip 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  it  now  gradually  declines : 
and  you  infenfibly  fink  deeper  and  deeper  into  the  fpirit  of 
the  v/orld ;  into  foolifh  and  hurtful  defires,  and  groveling 
appetites.  Ail  thefe  evils,  and  a  thoufand  more,  fpring 
from  that  one  root,  indulging  yourfelf  in  coftly  apparel. 

19.  Why  then  does  not  every  one  that  either  loves  or 
fears  GOD,  flee  from  it  as  from  the  face  of  a  ferpent? 
Why  are  you  flill  fo  conformable  to  the  irrational,  finful 
cuftoms  of  a  frantic  world  ?  Why  do  you  ftill  defpife  the 
cxprefs  commandment  of  GOD,  uttered  in  the  plaineft 
terms  ?  You  fee  the  light :  why  do  not  you  follow  the 
light  of  your  own  mind?  Your  confcience  tells  you  the 
truth :  why  do  you  not  obey  the  dictates  of  your  own  con- 
fcience ? 

20.  You  anfwer,  "  Why,  univerfal  cuftom  is  againft 
me ;  and  I  know  not  how  to  ftem  the  mighty  torrent.'* 
Not  only  the  profane,  but  the  religious  world,  run  violent- 
ly the  other  way.  Look  into,  I  do  not  fay,  the  theatres, 
but  the  churches,  nay,  and  the  meetings  of  every  denomi- 
nation ;  (except  a  few  old-falhioned  ^-lakersy  or  the  peo- 
ple called  Moravians  J  look  into  the  congregations  in  Lofi-^ 
don  or  elfewhere,  of  thofe  that  are  ftiled  go/pel  minijlers : 
look  into  Northampton  chapel ;  yea,  into  the  tabernacle,  or 
the  chapel  in  Tottenham  Court-Road :  nay,  look  into  the 
chapel  in  Wefi^Jlreety  or  that  in  the  City-Road:  look  at  the 
very  people  that  fit  under  the  pulpit,  or  by  the  fide  of  it : 
and  are  not  thofe  that  can  afford  it  (I  can  hardly  refrain 
from  doing  them  the  honour  of  naming  their  names)  as 
richly,  as  faftiionably  adorned,  as  thofe  of  the  fame  rank 
in  other  places  ? 

Vol.  II.  I  21.  Tim 
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21.  This  is  a  melanGholy  truth.  I  am  afliamed  of  itf 
but  I  know  not  how  to  help  it.  I  call  heaven  and  earth 
to  witnefs  this  day,  that  it  is  not  my  fault.  The  trumpet 
has  not  given  an  uncertain  founds  for  near  fifty  years  lad 
pa  ft.  O  GOD  !  thou  knoweft  I  have  borne  a  clear  and  a 
faithful  teftimony.  In  print,  in  preaching,  in  meeting  the 
ibciety,  I  have  not  (hunned  to  declare  the  whole  counfel 
of  GOD.  I  am  therefore  clear  of  the  blood  of  thofe  that 
will  not  hear.     It  lies  upon  their  own  head. 

22.  I  warn  you  once  more,  in  the  name,  and  In  the 
prefence,  of  GOD,  that  the  number  of  thofe  that  rebel 
againft  GOD  is  no  excufe  far  their  rebellion.  He  hath 
exprefsly  told  us,  Thou  /Ijalt  not  follow  the  multitude  to  do 
evil.     It  was  faid  of  a  great,  good  man,  he 

**  FearM  not,  had  heaven  decreed  it,  to  have  ftood 
Adverfe  againft  a  world,  and  fmgly  good.'* 

Who  of  you  defire  to  fhare  in  that  glorious  character  ?  To 
ftand  adverfe  againft  a  world  ?  If  millions  condemn  you, 
it  will  be  enough,  that  you  arc  acquitted  by  GOD  and 
your  own  confcience. 

23.  "  Nay,  I  think,'^  fay  fome,  ^^  I  could  bear  the  con- 
tempt or  reproach  of  all  the  world  befide.  I  regard  none 
but  my  own  relations,  thofe  efpecially  that  are  of  my  own 
houfehold.  My  father,  my  mother,  my  brothers  and 
fifters  (and  perhaps  one  that  is  nearer  than  they  all)  are 
teazirtg  me  continually.^'  This  is  a  trial  indeed,  fuch  as 
very  few  can  judge  of,  but  thofe  that  bear  it.  "  /have 
hot  ftrength  to  bear  it.*'  No,  not  of  your  own  :  certainly 
you  have  not.  But  there  is  Jirength  laid  up  for  you  07i  one 
that  is  mighty!  his  grace  Is  fufficient  for  you  :  and  he  now 
fees  your  cafe,  and  is  juft  ready  to  give  it  you.  Meantime 
remember  his  awful  declaration,  touching  them  that  regard 
man  more  than  GOD,  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother^ 
brother  or  ftfler^  hujhand  or  wife^  more  than  nie^  is  not  ivor" 
thy  of  me.     Matt.  10.  37.  Luke  14.  26. 

24.  But  are  there  not  fom^  among  you  that  did  once  re- 
nounce this  conformity  to  the  world,    and  drefs  in  every 

point 
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point  neat  and  plain,  fuitable  to  your  profeiTion  ?  Why 
then  did  you  not  perfevere  therein  ?  Why  did  you  turn 
back  from  the  good  way  ?  Did  you  contraft  an  acqu,aint- 
ance,  perhaps  a  friendfhip,  with  fome  that  were  flill  fond 
of  dre fs  ?  It  is  no  wonder  then  that  you  was  fooner  or  la- 
ter moved, 

^*  To  mcafurc  back  your  fteps  to  earth  again.'* 

No  lefs  was  to  be  expelled,  than  that  one  fin  would  lead 
you  on  to  another.  It  was  one  fin,  to  contra£l  a  friend- 
fhip with  any  that  knew  not  GOD:  for  know  ye  not^  that 
friendjhip  with  the  world  is  enmity  with  G  OD  P  And  this 
led  you  back  into  another,  into  that  conformity  to  the 
world,  from  which  ye  had  clean  efcaped.  But  what  are 
you  to  do  now  ?  Why,  if  you  are  wife,  efcape  for  your 
life :  no  delay :  look  not  behind  you !  Without  lofs  of 
time,  renounce  the  caufe  and  the  efFeft  together.  Now, 
to-day,  before  the  heart  is  hardened  by  the  deceitfulnefs  of 
fin,  cut  off  at  one  ftroke  that  finful  friendfhip  with  the  un- 
godly, and  that  finful  conformity  to  the  world  ?  Deter- 
mine this  day  !  Do  not  delay  till  to-morrow,  left  you  %e- 
lay  for  ever.  For  GOD's  fake,  for  your  own  foul's  fake, 
fix  your  refolution  now  ! 

25.  I  conjure  you  all  who  have  any  regard  for  mey  fhew 
me  before  I  go  hence,  that  I  have  not  laboured,  even  in 
this  refpeft  in  vain,  for  near  half  a  century.  Let  me  fee, 
before  I  die,  a  Methodifl:  congregation,  full  as  plain  dreft 
as  a  Quaker  congregation.  Only  be  more  confiftent  with 
yourfelves.  Let  your  drefs  be  cheap  as  well  as  plain.  Other- 
wife  you  do  but  trifle  with  GOD  and  me,  and  your  own 
fouls.  I  pray,  let  there  be  no  coftly  filks  among  you,  how 
grave  foever  they  may  be.  Let  there  be  no  ^mker-linen^ 
proverbially  fo  called,  for  their  exquifite  finenefs :  no  Bruf- 
fels  lace,  no  elephantine  hats  or  bonnets,  thofe  fcandals 
of  female  modefty.  Be  all  of  a  piece,  dreft  from  head 
to  foot,  as  perfons  profejfmg  godlinefs  :  profefTing  to  do  eve- 
ry thing  fmali  and  great,  with  the  fingle  view  of  pleafing 
GOD. 

26.  Let 
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26.  Let  not  any  of  you,  who  are  rich  in  this  world,  en- 
deavour to  excufe  yourfelves  from  this,  by  talking  non- 
fenfe.  It  is  ftark,  flaring  nonfenfe  to  fay,  "  O  I  can  af^ 
ford  this  or  that.'^  If  you  have  any  regard  to  common 
fenfe,  let  that  filly  word  never  more  come  out  of  your 
mouth.  No  man  living  can  afford  to  wafte  any  part  of 
^l^hat  GOD  has  committed  to  his  truft.  None  can  afford 
to  throw  any  part  of  that  food  and  raim.ent  into  the  fea, 
which  was  lodged  with  him,  on  purpofe  to  feed  the  hun-» 
gry  and  clothe  th€  naked,  And  it  is  far  worfe  than  fimple 
wafte,  to  fpend  any  part  of  it  in  gay  or  coftly  appareU 
For  this  is  no  lefs,  than  to  turn  wholefome  food  into  dead- 
ly poifon.  It  is  giving  fo  much  money,  to  poifon  both 
yourfelf  and  others,  as  far  as  your  example  fpreads,  with 
pride,  vanity,  anger,  lull,  love  of  the  world,  and  a  thou- 
fand  foolljh  and  hurtful  defires^  \''hich  tend   to  pierce  them 

^  through  ivith  many  forrcws.  And  is  there  no  harm  in  all 
this  ?  O  GOD,  arife,  and  maintain  thy  own  caufe  !  Let 
not  men  or  devils  any  longer  put  out  our  eyes,  and  lead  us 
blindfold  into  the  pit  of  deftruftion. 

27.  1  befeech  you,  every  man  that  is  here  prefent  before 
G#D,  every  woman,  young  or  old,  married  or  fingle„ 
yea,  every  child  that  knows  good  from  evil,  take  this  to 
yourfelf.  Each  of  you,  for  one,  take  the  apoftle's  ad^ 
vice :  at  leaft,  hinder  not  others  from  taking  it.  I  befeech 
you,  O  ye  parents,  do  not  hinder  your  children  from  fol-. 
lowing  their  own  convictions:  even  though  you  might 
think  they  would  look  prettier^  if  they  were  adorned  v^^ith 
fuch  gewgaws  as  other  children  wear,  I  befeech  you,  O 
ye  hufbands,  do  not  hinder  your  wives :  you,  O  ye 
wives,  do  not  hinder  your  hufbands,  either  by  word  or 
deed,  from  afting  juft  as  they  are  perfuaded  in  their  own 
minds.  Above  all,  I  conjure  you,  ye  half  Methodifts,  you 
that  trim  between  us  and  the  world,  you  that  frequently, 
perhaps  conftantly,  hear  our  preaching,  but  are  in  no  far- 
ther connexion  with  us ;  yea,  and  all  you  that  were  once  in 
full  connexion  with  us,  but  are  not  fo  now  :  whatever  ye  do 
yourfelves,  do  not  fay  one  word  to  hinder  others  from  reco- 
vering and  pradifmg  the  advice  which  has  been  now  given  ! 

Yet 
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Yet  a  little  while,  and  we  fliall  not  need  thefe  poor  cover- 
ings ;  for  this  corruptible  body  fliall  put  on  incorruption. 
Yet  a  few  days  hence,  and  this  mortal  body  fliail  put  on 
immortality.  In  the  meantime,  let  this  be  our  only  care, 
to  ////  of  the  old  man,  our  old  nature,  ivhkh  is  corrupt^ 
which  is  altogether  evil :  and  to  put  on  the  new  man,  ivhicb 
after  GOD  is  created  in  right eoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  la 
particular,  put  on,  as  the  eleSi  of  GOD,  howels  of  mercies ^^ 
kindnefs,  gentlenefs,  long-fuffering.  Yea,  to  fum  up  all  in 
one  v^^ord,  put  on  Chriji,  that  ivhen  he  JJjall  appear,  ye  may 
appear  ivith  him  in  glory. 

North-Green,  Dec.  30,  1786, 


An   extract 

Ofthe-^tv^.  Mr.  JOHN  V/ESLEY's  Journal, 

From  Auguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ill,   1739. 

{Continued  from  page  36.] 

SUNDAY,  September  17.  I  began  again  to  declare 
in  my  own  country  the  glad  tidings  of  falvation, 
preaching  three  times,  and  afterwards  expounding  the  holy 
fcripture  to  a  large  company  in  the  Minories.  On  Monday 
I  rejoiced  to  meet  vi^ith  our  little  fociety,  which  now  con- 
fifted  of  thirty-two  perfons.  The  next  day  I  vi^ent  to  the 
condemned  felons  in  Newgate,  and  offered  them  free  falva- 
tion.  In  the  evening  I  went  to  a  fociety  in  Bear-Tard,  and 
preached  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins.  The  next  even- 
ing I  fpoke  the  truth  in  love  at  a  fociety  in  Alderf gate  fir  eet. 
Som.e  contradifted  at  firft;  but  not  long:  fo  that  nothing 
but  love  appeared  at  our  parting. 

Thurfday  21.    I  went  to  a  fociety  in  Gutter-Lane ;  but  I 
could  not  declare  the  mighty  works  of  GOD  there;  as  I 

did 
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did  afterwards  at  the  Savoy  in  all  fimplicity.  And  the  word 
did  not  return  empty. 

Finding  abundance  of  people  greatly  exafperated  by  grofs 
mifreprefentations  of  the  words  I  had  fpoken,  I  went  to  as 
many  of  them  in  private,  as  my  time  would  permit.  GOD 
gave  me  much  love  towards  them  all.  Some  were  con- 
vinced they  had  been  miftaken.  And  who  knoweth  but 
GOD  will  foon  return  to  the  reft,  and  leave  a  bleffing  be- 
hind him  ? 

On  Saturday  23.  I  was  enabled  to  fpeak  ftrong  words 
both  at  Newgate  and  at  Mr.  E's  fociety:  and  the  next  day 
at  St.  Anne'sy  and  twice  at  St.  Johr!^^  Clerken^well;  fo  that  I 
fear  they  will  bear  me  there  no  longer. 

Tuefday  26.  I  declared  the  gofpel  of  peace  to  a  fmall 
company  at  Windfor.  The  next  evening  Mr.  H.  preached 
to  the  focieties  at  Bow;  but  not  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus^ 
I  was  afraid  left  the  lame  fhould  be  turned  out  of  the  way:  but 
GOD  anfwered  the  thoughts  of  my  heart,  and  took  away 
my  fear,  in  a  manner  I  did  not  expeft,  even  by  the  words 
of  Thomas  Sternhold.  They  were  thefe  (fung  immediately 
after  the  fermon.) 

Thv  mercy  is  above  all  things, 

6  GOD-,  it  doth  excel  J  , 

In  truft  whereof,  as  in  thy  wings. 
The  fons  of  men  fhall  dwell. 

Within  thy  houfe  they  {hall  be  fed 

With  plenty  at  their  will; 
Of  all  delights  they  (hall  be  fped. 

And  take  thereof  their  fill. 

Becaufe  the  well  of  life  moft  pure 

Doth  ever  flow  from  thee; 
And  in  thy  light  we  are  moft  fure 

Eternal  light  to  fee. 

from  fuch  as  thee  defire  to  know 

Let  not  thy  grace  depart; 
Thy  righteoufnefs  declare  and  (how 

To  men  of  upright  heart. 

Saturday 
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,.  Saturday  30.  One  who  had  been  a  zealous  oppofer  of 
this  nvay^  fent  and  defired  to  fpeak  with  me  immediately. 
He  had  all  the  figns  of  fettled  defpair,  both  in  his  counte- 
nance and  behaviour.  He  faid,  "  He  had  been  enflaved 
to  fin  many  years,  efpecially  to  drunkennefs:  that  he  had 
long  ufed  all  the  means  of  grace,  had  conftantly  gone  to 
church  and  facrament,  had  read  the  fcripture,  and  ufed 
much  private  prayer,  and  yet  was  nothing  profited."  I  de- 
fired  we  might  join  in  prayer.  After  a  Ihort  fpace  he  rofe 
and  his  countenance  was  no  longer  fad.  He  faid,  "  Now 
1  know,  GOD  loveth  me^  and  has  forgiven  my  fins.  And 
fin  fhall  not  have  dominion  over  mej  for  Chrift  hath  fet 
me  free."     And  according  to  his  faith  it  was  unto  him. 

Sunday y  OEloher  i.  I  preached  both  morning  and  after- 
noon at  St.  George\  in  the  Eaft.  On  the  following  days  I 
endeavoured  to  explain  the  way  of  falvation,  to  many  who 
had  mifunderftood  what  had  been  preached  concerning  it* 

Friday  6.  I  preached  at  St.  Antholin^^  once  more-  In  the 
afternoon  1  went  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bedfordy  to  tell  him  be- 
tween me. and  him  alone,  of  the  injury  he  had  done  both 
to  GOD  and  his  brother,  by  preaching  and  printing  that 
very  weak  fermon  on  AJfurance^  which  was  an  Ignoratio 
Elenchi  from  beginning  to  end ;  feeing  the  affurance  we 
preach  is  of  quite  another  kind  from  that  he  writes  againft. 
We  fpeak  of,  An  affurance  of  our  prefent  pardon ;  Not  (as 
he  does)  of  our  final  perfeverance. 

In  the  evening  I  began  expounding  at  a  little  fociety  in 
Wapping.  On  Sunday  8,  I  preached  at  the  Savoy  chapel  (I 
fuppofe  the  laft  time)  on  the  parable  (or  hiftory  rather)  of 
the  Pharifee  and  publican  praying  in  the  temple.  On  Mon- 
day 9,  I  fet  out  for  Oxford.  In  walking  I  read  the  truly 
furprifing  narrative,  of  the  converfions  lately  wrought  in 
and  about  the  town  of  Northampton  in  New-England.  Sure- 
ly this  is  the  Lord's  doingy  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes! 

An  extraft  from  this  I  wrote  to  a  friend,  concerning  the 
ftate  of  thofe  who  are  nveah  in  faith.  His  anfwer,  which 
I  received  on  Saturday  14,  threw  me  into  great  perplexity, 
till  after  crying  to  GOD,  I  took  up  a  bible,  which  opened 
on  thefe  words;   And^-^zz  called  on  the  GOD  of  Ifrael, 

faying^ 
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f(^yng^  Oh  J  that  thou  wouldefl  blefs  me  indeed^  and  enlarge  my 
cmjl!  Afid  that  thine  hand  might  be  with  me^  and  that  thou 
'wouldcjl  keep  me  from  evil  that  it  may  not  grieve  me  I  And 
G  OD  granted  him  that  which  he  requejled. 

This  however,  with  a  fentence  in  the  evening  leflbii,  put 
me  upon  confidering  my  own  ftate  more  deeply.  And 
what  then  occurred  to  me  was  as  follows  I 

<*  Examine  yourfelves,  whether  ye  be  in  the  faith."  Now 
die  fureft  tell  whereby  we  can  examine  ourfelves,  Whether 
we  be  indeed  in  the  faith,  is  that  given  by  St.  Paul^  If  any 
man  be  in  Chrijlj  he  is  a  new  creature.  Old  things  are  pajl 
away.     Behold  all  things  are  become  new. 

Firft,  His  judgments  are  new:  his  judgment  of  himfelf, 
of  happinefs,  of  holinefs. 

He  judges  himfelf  to  be  altogether  fallen  fhort  of  the 
glorious  image  of  GOD.  To  have  no  good  thing  abiding 
in  him  by  nature;  but  all  that  is  corrupt  and  abominable: 
in  a  word,  to  be  wholly  earthly,  fenfual^  and  devilifh:  a 
motley  mixture  of  beaft  and  devih 

Thus,  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Chrift,  I  judge  of  my-* 
felf.     Therefore  I  am,  in  this  refpecSl,  a  new  creature. 

Again,  His  judgment  concerning  happinefs  Is  new.  He 
Would  as  foon  expe£l  to  dig  it  out  of  the  earth,  as  to  find 
it  in  riches,  honour,  "pleafure  (fo  called)  or  indeed  in  the 
enjoyment  of  any  creature.  He  knows  there  can  be  no  hap* 
pinefs  on  e^rth,  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  GOD,  and  in 
the  foretaile  of  thofe  rivers  of  pleafure  which  fow  at  his 
right-hand  for  evermore. 

Thus,  by  the  grace  of  GOI)  In  Chrifl,  I  judge  of  hap^ 
pinefs.    Therefore  I  am,  in  this  refpect,  a  new  creature. 

Yet  again,  Hi^  judgment  concerning  holinefs  is  new* 
He  no  loup-er  iudo-es  it  to  be  an  outward  thin  a:.  To  con- 
fife  either  in  doing  no  harm,  in  doing  good,  or  in  ufing  the 
ordinances  of  GOD.  He  fees  it  is,  The  hfe  of  GOD  In 
the  foul-,  the  image  of  GOD  frefli  ftamped  on  the  heart. 
An  entire  renewal  of  the  mind  in  every  temper  and  thought, 
qfter  the  likencfs  of  him  that  created  it. 

Thus,  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Chrifl,  I  judge  of  ho- 
linefs.    Therefore  I  am,  in  this  refpe£l,  a  new  creature. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  His  defigns  are  new.  It  i^  the  defign  of  his 
life,  Not  to  heap  up  treafures  upon  earth,  not  to  gain  the 
jpraife  of  nien,  not  to  indulge  the  defires  of  the  flefh,  the 
defire  of  the  eye,  or  the  pride  of  hfe ;  but  to  regain  the 
image  of  GOD;  to  have  the  Hfe  of  GOD  again  planted 
in  his  foul ;  and  to  be  renewed  after  his  likenefs,  in  righte- 
oufnefs  and  all  true  holinefs. 

This,  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  (jhrift,  is  the  defign  of 
nly  Hfe.     Therefore  I  am,  in  this  refpeft,  a  new  creature. 

Thirdly,  His  defires  are  new,  and  indeed  the  whole  train 
of  his  paflions  and  incHnations.  They  are  no  longer  fixt 
on  earthly  things.  They  are  now  fet  on  the  things  of  hea- 
ven. His  love  and  joy  and  hope,  his  forroW  ^nd  fear,  have 
all  refpeft  to  things  above.  They  all  point  heavenward. 
Where  his  treafure  is,  there  is  his  heart  alfo, 

I  dare  not  fay  I  am  a  new  creature  in  this  refpe£i.  For 
other  defires  often  arife  in  my  heart.  But  they  do  not  reign. 
t  put  them  all  linder  rriy  feet  through  Chrift  which  flrength- 
eneth  me.  Therefore  believe  he  is  creating  me  anew  in  this 
alfo)  and  that  he  has  begun,  tho*  not  finifhedj  his  work. 

Fourthly,  His  converfatiori  1^  new*  It  is  always  feaf on ed 
with  fait  ^  and  Jit  t9  minijler  grace  to  the  hearers. 

So  is  mine,  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Chrift.  Therefore^ 
in  this  refpeft,  I  am  a  new  creaturd. 

Fifthly,  His  aftions  are  new.  The  tenor  of  his  Hfe 
fingly  points  at  the  glory  of  GOD.  All  his  fubftance  and 
time  are  devoted  thereto*  Whether  he  eats  or  drifiksj  or 
whatever  he  doesy  it  either  fprings  from,  or  leads  to,  the 
love  df  GOD  and  rnari* 

Such^  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Chrift,  is  the  tenor  o£ 
my  Hfe.     Therefore,  in  this  refpeft,  I  am  a  new  creature. 

But  St.  Paul  tells  us  elfewhere.  That  the  fruit  of  the  Spi" 
rit  is  love^  peace^  joy^  long-fuffermg^  gentlehefs^  fneehiefs^  tcn-^ 
perance.  Now  altho',  by  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Chrift,  I 
find  a  meafure  of  fome  of  thele  in  myfelf,  viz.  of  peace, 
long-fuffering,  gentlenefs,  meeknefs,  temperance:  yet  others 
i  find  not.  I  cannot  find  in  myfelf  the  love  of  GOD  or  of 
Chrift.  Hence  my  deadnefs  and  wanderings  in  public  prayer. 

Vol.  IL  K  Hence 
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Hence  it  is  that  even  in  the  holy  communion,  I  have  rarely 
any  more  than  a  cold  attention.  Hence  when  I  hear  of 
the  higheft  inflance  of  GOD's  love,  my  heart  is  ftill  fenfe- 
lefs  and  unafFecfted.  Yea,  at  this  moment,  I  feel  no  more 
love  to  him,  than  to  one  I  had  never  heard  of. 

Again,  I  have  not  that  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft :  no  fet- 
tled, lading  joy.  Nor  have  I  fuch  a  peace  as  excludes  the 
poffibility  either  of  fear  or  doubt.  When  holy  men  have 
told  me,  "  I  had  no  faith,"  I  have  often  doubted,  whether 
1  had  or  no.  And  thofe  doubts  have  made  me  very  unea- 
fy,  till  I  was  reheved  by  prayer  and  the  holy  fcriptures. 

Yet  upon  the  whole,  although  I  have  not  yet  that  joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghofl,  nor  that  love  of  GOD  flied  abroad  in 
my  heart,  nor  the  full  affiirance  of  faith,  nor  the  (proper) 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit  with  my  fpirit  that  I  am  a  child  df 
GOD,  much  lefs  am  I,  in  the  full  and  proper  fenfe  of 
the  words,  in  Chrijl  a  neiv  creature :  I  neverthelefs  truft 
that  i  have  a  meafure  of  faith,  and  am  accepted  hi  the  be- 
loved:  I  truft,  the  ha7id'Writing  that  *was  againjl  me  is  blot" 
ted  outy  and  that  I  am  reconciled  to  GOD  thro'  his  Son.'* 

Sunday  15.  I  preached  twice  at  the  Cajlle^  and  after- 
wards expounded  at  three  focieties.  Wednefday  evening  I 
came  to  London  again,  and  on  Friday  met  a  fociety  (of  fol- 
diers  chiefly)  at  Wejlnwifter.  On  Sunday  22.  I  preached 
at  Bloomjhury  in  the  morning,  and  at  Shadwell  in  the  after- 
noon. Wednefday  2^*  I  preached  at  Bafi?ig-Jhaw  church: 
on  Friday  morning  at  St.  Antholin^ :  on  Sunday  at  JJlington 
and  at  Lotidon-WalL    Strange  doftrine  to  a  pohte  audience  ! 

In  the  evening,  being  troubled  at  what  fome  faid,  of  the 
kingdom  of  GOD  within  uSy  and  doubtful  of  my  own  ftate,  I 
called  upon  GOD,  and  received  this  anfvver  from  his  word. 
He  himfetf  alfo  waited  for  the  kingdom  of  GOD.  *^  But 
<^  fliould  not  I  wait  m  filence  and  retirement  ?'*  was  the 
thought  that  immediately  flruck  into  my  mind.  I  opened 
my  teftament  again  on  thofe  v/ords,  See/}  thou  not^  honv 
faith  wrought  together  with  his  works  P  and  by  works  was 
faith  made  perfeEl. 

[Continued  to  Page  1 24.] 
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7.  T  N  the  evening  I  read  the  experiences  of  fome  of 
JL  GOD's  children,  and  found  mine  agreed  with 
theirs.  Hereby  my  faith  was  ftrengthened,  and  my  hope 
(Confiderably  increafed :  I  intreated  the  Lord,  to  deal  with 
his  fervant  according  to  his  mercy,  and  take  all  the  glorv 
to  himfelf.  I  prayed  earneftly,  and  was  perfuaded,  I  fnould 
have  peace  with  GOD  and  dominion  over  fin:  not  doubt- 
ing but  the  full  affurance  alfo  would  be  given  in  GOD's 
good  time,.  I  continued  calling  on  him  for  an  increafe  of 
faith  (for  ftill  I  had  fome  fear  of  being  in  a  delufion.)  And 
having  continued  my  fupplication  till  near  one  in  the  morn- 
ing, I  opened  my  bible  on  thofe  words,  ^^  Caft  thy  burden 
on  the  Lord^  and  he  Jljall  fujlain  thee.  He  will  fiot  fuffer  the 
righteous  to  be  moved J*^  Filled  with  joy,  I  fell  on  my  knees, 
to  beg  of  GOD  that  I  might  always  caft  my  burden  upon 
him.  My  hope  was  now  greatly  increafed  :  and  I  thought 
I  faw  myfelf  conqueror  over  fin,  hell,  and  all  manner  of 
affliftion. 

8.  With  this  comfortable  promife  I  fliut  up   my  bible, 
being  now  perfectly  fatisfied.     As  I  (hut  it,  I  caft  my  eyes^ 
on  that  word,   Whatfoever  ye  Jhall  ajk  in  my  name  I  ivill  d^ 
it.    So  having  afked  grace  of  GOD  to  ferve  him  till  death, 
I  went  cheerfully  to  bed," 

9,  So  far  we  have  Mr.   Fletcher'^  own  account   under 
his  Qwn  hand.     From  this  time  he  had  the  witnefs  in  him^ 

felf:  he  knew  that  he  had  redemption  through  the  blood  of 

Chriftj  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fins.     But  he  ftill  continued 

pleading  with  the  Lord  to  take  a  fuller  pofleffion  of  his 

heart :  till  one  day,  as  he  was  in  earneft  prayer,  lying  prof- 

trate  on  his  face  before  GOD,    he  faw,    as  it  were,    our 

blefled  Lord,  hanging  and  bleeding  on  the  crofs.     And   at 

the  fame  time  thofe  words  were  fpoken  with  power  to  his 

heart : 

Seiz'd 
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ff  Selz'd  by  the  rage  of  finful  men, 

I  fee  him  bound,  and  bruis'd,  and  flain  z 

Tis  done  !  the  martyr  dies  ! 
His  life  to  ranfom  ours  is  given : 
And  lo  !  the  fierceft  fire  of  heaven 

Confumes  the  facrifice. 

He  fufFers  both  from  men  and  God ! 
He  bears  the  univerfal  load 

Of  guilt  and  mifery  ! 
He  fuffers  to  reverfef  our  doom : 
And  lo  !  my  Lord  is  here  become 

The  bread  of  life  to  me." 

10,  I  believe  this  was  in  January,  I75^i  in  the  fecon^ 
year  after  he  removed  to  Tern.  Now  all  his  bonds  were 
broken :  he  breathed  a  purer  air,  and  was  able  to  fay  with 
confidence,  The  life  I  now  live^  I  live  by  faith  in  the  Son  of 
GODy  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me.  By  means^ 
of  this  faith,  fin  was  under  his  feet.  Knowing  in  whom 
he  had  believed,  he  could  continually  triumph  in  the  Lord^ 
and  praifc  the  GOD  of  his  falvation. 

11.  From  this  time  he  walked  cheerfully,  as  well  as  va- 
liantly  in  the  ways  of  GOD  !  He  clofely  followed  his  Ma- 
iler, denying  himfelf  and  taking  up  his  crofs  daily.  And 
thinking  he  had  not  leifure  in  the  day  for  the  great  work 
which  he  had  in  hand,  he  made  it  an  invariable  rule,  to  fit 
up  two  whole  nights  in  a  week.  Thefe  he  dedicated  to 
reading,  meditation,  and  prayer,  in  order  to  enter  more 
deeply  into  that  communion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
which  was  the  delight  of  his  foul.  Mean  time  he  lived 
entirely  on  vegetable  food,  and  for  fome  time  on  bread 
with  milk  and  v/atcr.  None  can  doubt  if  thefe  aufterities 
were  well  intended.  But  it  feems  they  were  not  well  judg-. 
ed.  It  is  probable,  they  gave  the  firft  wound  to  an  excel- 
lent conftitution,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  piany  infirmi- 
ties, which  nothing  but  death  could  cure. 

CHAP. 


^3E  REVEREND  JOHN  FLETCHER.       7^ 

C  II  A  P.    HI, 

From  his  C^nverjton  to  his  fettling  (it  Madely. 

t,  TT  was  not  long  after  he  had  himfelf  tajled  the  pcw^ 
ers  of  the  ivorld  to  cx>mey  that  he  was  preft  in  fpirit^ 
to  exhort  others  to  feek  after  th^  fame  bleffing.  And  he 
was  the  more  llrongly  excited  to  this,  by  fqeing  the  world 
all  around  him  lying  in  tvickednefs.  Being  deeply  fenfible 
of  the  soodnefs  of  GOD  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  mi- 
fery  of  mankind  on  the  other,  he  found  an  earneit  Jong* 

f*  To  pluck  poor  brands  out  of  th^  fire. 

To  fnatch  them  from  the  verge  of  hell.'' 

This  he  began  to  do  a  confiderable  time  before  he  was 
admitted  into  holy  orders.  And  even  his  firft  labours  of 
love  were  far  from  being  in  vain.  For  though  he  was  by 
no  means  perfect  in  the  Englijh  tongue,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  pronunciation  of  it  j  yet  the  earneftnefs  with 
which  he  fpoke  (feldom  to  be  found  in  Englijh  preachers) 
and  the  unfpeakably  tender  afFeClion  to  poor,  undone  fin- 
ners,  which  breathed  in  every  word  and  gefture,  drew 
multitudes  of  people  to  hear  him  :  and  by  the  bleffing  of 
GOD,  his  word  made  fo  deep  an  impreffion  on  their 
hearts,  that  very  few  went  empty  away. 

2.  From  this  time,  till  he  undertook  the  direft  care  of 
fouls,  he  ufed  to  be  in  London^  during  the  fitting  of  the 
parliament,  and  the  reft  of  the  year  at  Tern-Hall  (as  it 
was  then  called)  inftru£ling  the  young  gentlemen.  Every 
Sunday  he  attended  the  parifli  church  at  Atcham.  But 
when  the  fervice  was  ended,  inftead  of  going  home  in  the 
coach  which  was  always  ready,  he  ufually  took  a  folitary 
walk  by  the  Severn  fide,  and  fpent  fome  time  in  meditati- 
on and  prayer.  A  pious  domeftic  of  Mr.  HilV^^  having 
frequently  obferved  him,  one  Sunday  defired  leave  to  walk 
with  him,  which  he  conftantly  did  from  that  time.     The 

account 
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account  which  he  (Mr.  Vaitghatty  ftill  living  in  London) 
gives  of  Mr.  Fletcher ^  is  as  follows.  ^^  It  was  our  ordina^ 
ry  cuftom  when  the  church  fervice  was  over,  to  retire  into 
the  moft  lonely  fields  or  meadows ;  where  we  frequently 
either  kneeled  down,  or  proftrated  ourfelves  upon  the 
ground.  At  thofe  happy  feafons  I  was  a  witnefs  of  fuch 
pleadings  and  wreftlings  with  GOD,  fuch  exerclfes  of  faith 
and  love,  as  I  have  not  known  in  any  one  ever  fmce.  The 
eonfolations  which  we  then  received  from  GOD,  induced 
us  to  appoint  two  or  three  nights  in  a  week,  when  we  du- 
ly met,  after  his  pupils  were  afleep.  We  met  alfo  con- 
ftantly  on  Sunday,  between  four  and  five  in  the  morning. 
Sometimes  I  ftepped  into  his  ftudy  on  other  days.  I  rare- 
ly faw  any  book  before  him,  befides  the  Bible  and  the  Chri-- 
Jltan  Pattern.  And  he  was  feldom  in  any  other  company^ 
unlefs  when  neceffary  bufmefs  required,  befides  that  of  the 
unworthy  writer  of  this  paper. 

3.  «  "When  he  was  in  the  country,  he  ufed  to  vifit  an 
officer  of  excife,  at  Atcham^  to  be  inftrufted  in  finging.' 
On  my  defiring  him  to  give  me  fome  account  of  what  he 
lecollefted  concerning  Mr.  Fletcher,  he  anfwered  thus: 
«  As  to  that  man  of  GOD,  Mr.  Fletcher,  it  is  but  little 
that  I  remember  of  him ;  it  being  above  nine  and  twenty 
years  fince  the  lafh  time  I  faw  him.  .  But  this  I  well  re- 
member, his  converfation  with  me  was  always  fweet  and  fa- 
voury.  He  was  too  wife  to  fufFer  any  of  his  precious  mo- 
ments to  be  trifled  away.  When  there  was  company  to 
dine  at  Mr.  if/7/'s,  he  frequently  retired  into  the  garden, 
and  contentedly  dined  on  a  piece  of  bread,  and  a  few 
bunches  of  currants.  Indeed,  in  his  whole  manner  of 
living,  he  was  a  pattern  of  abftemioufnefs.  Mean  time, 
how  '^reat  was  his  fweetnefs  of  temper  and  heavenly-mind- 
ednefs  !  I  never  faw  it  equalled  in  any  one.  How  often, 
when  I  parted  with  him  at  Tem-Hall,  have  his  eyes  and 
hands  been  lifted  up  to  heaven,  to  implore  a  blefiing  upon 
me,  with  fervour  and  devoutnefs  unequalled  by  any  I  ever 
faw  !  I  firmly  believe  he  has  not  left  in  this  land,  or  perr 
haps  in  any  other,  one  luminary  Uke  himfelf.  I  conclude, 
wifiiing  this  light  may  be  fo  held  up,  that  many   may  fee 

the 
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tKe  glory  thereof,  and  be  transformed  into  its  llkenefs. 
May  you  and  I,  and  all  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  be 
partakers  of  that  hoUnefs,  which  was  fo  confpicuous  in 

him!" 

4.  "  Our  Interviews  for  finging  and  convcrfation*'  (con- 
tinues Mr.  Vaughatiy  who  was  often  preient  on  thefe  occa- 
fions)  ^^  were  feldom  concluded  without  prayer.  In  which 
we  were  frequently  joined  by  her  that  is  now  my  wife 
(then  a  fervant  in  the  family :)  as  likewife  by  a  poor  wi-* 
dow  in  the  village,  who  had  alfo  known  the  power  of 
GOD  unto  falvation,  and  who  died  fome  years  fince, 
praifing  GOD  with  her  lateft  breath.  Thefe  were  the  on-^ 
ly  perfons  in  the  country,  whom  he  chofe  for  his  familiar 
friends.  But  he  fometimes  walked  over  to  Shretu/bury^  t9 
fee  Mrs.  Glynne^  or  Mr.  Appleton  :  (who  likewife  now  refts 
from  his  labours,  after  having  many  years  adorned  the  go- 
fpel.)  He  alfo  vifited  any  of  the  poor  in  the  neighbour-^ 
hood,  that  were  upon  a  fick-bed.  And  v/hen  no  other 
perfon  could  be  procured,  performed  even  the  meaneft  of- 
fices for  them." 

5.  It  was  in  the  year  1757,  that  he  was  ordained  both 
deacon  and  prieft.  He  was  ordained  at  Whitehall :  and 
the  fame  day,  being  informed. that  I  had  no  one  to  aflift 
me  at  Wejl-Jlreet  chapel,  he  came  away  as  foon  as  evef  the 
ordination  was  over,  and  affifted  me  in  the  adminiftration 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  He  was  now  doubly  diligent  in 
preaching,  not  only  in  the  chapels  at  Wejl-Jlreet  and  ZpitaU 
fields^    but  wherever  the  Providence  of  GOD  opened  a 

door  to  proclaim  the  everlafting  gofpel.  This  he  frequent- 
ly did,  not  only  in  Englijhy  but  likewife  in  French^  his  na- 
tive language  :  of  v^hich  he  was  allowed  by  all  competent 
judges  to  be  a  compleat  mafter. 

6.  "  The  firft  time,"  fays  Mr.  Vaughafiy  «  he  preached 
in  the  country,  was  at  Atchafu  church,  on  June  19,  1757. 
His  text  was,  James  iv.  4.  (a  very  bold  beginning !)  Te 
adulterers  and  adultereffesy  know  ye  noty  that  the  friendjlolp 
of  this  ivorld  is  enmity  againjl  GOD?  The  congregation 
ftood  amazed,    and  gazed  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a 

monfter. 
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monfter.     But  to  tne  he  appeared  as  a  meflenget  fent  from 
heaven/' 

7.  It  was  not  foon,  that  he  was  invited  again  to  preach 
in  Atcham  church.  But  he  was  invited  to  preach  in  feveral 
other  churches  in  the  neighbourhood.  He  was  firft  invited 
to  preach  at  Wroxetery  and  afterwards,  at  the  abbey  church 
in  Sh'ewjbury.  But  not  being  yet  pierfe£t  in  the  EngUJh 
tortgucj^  he  wrote  down  all  the  fermons  he  preached  iii 
churches.  But  I  doubt  whether  he  preached  above  fix 
times  in  the  fix  months  while  he  flayed  iti  the  country.  On 
ray  telling  him,  I  wifhed  he  had  more  opportunities  of 
preaching  iri  this  unenlightened  part  of  the  Isindj  he  an- 
fwered,  "  The  will  of  GOD  be  done:  I  am  in  his  hands. 
And  if  he  does  not  call  me  to  fo  much  public  duty,  I  have 
the  more  time  for  ftudy,  prayer,  and  praife.'* 

g.  In  the  year  1758,  there  were  many  French  prifoners 
on  their  parole  at  Tunhridge,  Being  defired  to  preach  td 
them  in  their  own  language,  he  readily  complied.  Many 
of  them  appeared  to  be  deeply  affefted,  and  earneftly  re« 
quefled  that  he  would  preach  to  thent  every  Lord^s-day^ 
But  fome  advifed  them,  firft  to  preferit  a  petition  to  the 
i>ifhop  ol  London  for  leave*  They  did  fo:  and  (who  would 
believe  it  ?)  the  good  bifiiop  peremptorily  tejefted  their  per* 
titionl  If  I  had  known  this  at  the  time,  king  George  fhould 
have  known  it :  and  I  believe  he  would  have  given  the 
bilhop  little  thanks.  An  odd  incident  followed.  A  few 
fenonths  after,  the  bifhop  died  of  a  cancer  in  his  mouth. 
Perhaps  fome  may  think,  this  was  a  juft  retribution,  for 
filencing  fuch  a  prophet,  gb  fuch  an  occafion!  I  am  not 
gfhamed  to  acknowledge,  this  is  my  own  fentiment:  and 
i  do  not  think  it  any  breach  of  charity  to  fuppofe  that  an 
action  fo  unworthy  a  chriftian  bifhop,  had  its  punifhment 
in  this  world. 

9.  When  he  returned  from  London  in  the  fame  year,  he 
t^as  more  frequeritly  invited  to  preach,  in  feveral  of  the 
Heighbouring  churches.  And  before  his  quitting  the  coun- 
try, he  gave  me  a  fe\<r  printed  papers,  entitled,  "  A 
Cbrirtmas-hox  for  Journeymen  and  Apprentices/'  I  men- 

tion 
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tioh   it  the  rather,  becaufe   I  fuppofe,  this  was  the  firil 
thing  which  he  ever  publifhed. 

lo.  It  was  in  the  beginning  of  June  1759,  that  he  re- 
turned the  laft  time  from  London  to  Tern-Hall*  And  be- 
ing now  lefs  frequently  called  to  publiis  duty,  he  enjoyed 
his  beloved  retirement,  giving  himfelf  up  to  iludy,  medita- 
tion, and  prayer,  and  walking  clofely  with  GOD.  Indeed 
his  whole  hfe  was  now  a  life  of  prayer :  and  fo  intenfely 
was  his  mirid  fixed  upon  GOD,  that  I  have  heard  him  fay, 
*<  I  would  not  move  from  my  feat,  without  lifting  up  my 
heart  to  GOD."  Wherever  we  met^  if  we  were  alone, 
his  firft  falute  was,  "  Do  I  meet  you  praying  ?"  And  if 
we  were  talking  on  any  point  of  divinity,  when  we  were 
in  the  depth  of  our  difcourfe,  he  would  often  break  ofF 
abruptly,  and  afk,  "  Where  are  our  hearts  now?"  If  ever 
the  mifconduct  of  an  abfent  perfon  was  mentioned,  his 
ufual  reply  was,  "  Let  us  pray  for  him," 

II*  It  was,  as  I  remember,  about  the  clofe  of  this  fum- 
n;ier,  that  he  was  frequently  defired,  fometimes  to  aiTift, 
at  other  times  to  perform  the  whole  fervice  for,  Mr^ 
Chambers y  then  vicar  of  Madeley.  On  thefe  occafions  it 
was,  that  he  contra£led  fuch  an  afFe£lion  for  the  people  of 
Madeley^  aa  nothing  could  hinder  from  increafing  more 
and  more  to  the  day  of  his  death.  While  he  officiated  at 
Madeley^  as  he  Hill  Hved  at  the  Hall,  ten  miles  diftant  from 
it,  a  groom  was  ordered  to  get  a  horfe  ready  for  him, 
every  Sunday  morning.  But  fo  great  was  his  averfion  for 
giving  trouble  to  any  one,  that  if  the  groom  did  not  wake 
at  the  time,  he  feldom  would  fufFer  him  to  be  called  j  but 
prepared  the  horfe  for  himfelf. 

12.  In  the  year  1760,  the  living  of  Madeley  fell  va- 
cant, and  Mr.  Fletcher  was  prefented  to  it,  which  he  ac- 
cepted in  preference  to  another,  that  was  of  double  the 
value.  He  embraced  it  as  his  pecuHar  charge,  the  objeft 
of  his  moft  tender  afFeftion.  And  he  was  now  at  leifure 
to  attend  it,  being  fully  difcharged  from  his  former  em- 
ployment. For  his  pupils  were  removed  to  Cambridge. 
The  elder  of  them  died  about  the  time  of  his  coming  of 
age.     The  younger  firft  reprefcnted  the  town  of  Salop  (as 

L  his 
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his  father  had  done)  and  afterwards  the  county,  till  he  took 
his  feat  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  as  baron  Berwick^  of  Au 
cham-Hoiife.  This  is  now  the  name  that  is  given,  to  what 
was  formerly  called  Tern^HalL 


CHAP.     IV. 

From  his  fettling  at  Madeley^  to  his  leaving  Trevecha* 

1.  "F  "TE  fettled  at  Madeley^  according  to  his  defire,  ill 
I  1  the  year  1760.  And  from  the  beginning,  he 
was  a  laborious  workman  in  his  Lord's  vineyard.  At  his 
firft  fettling  there,  the  hearts  of  feveral  v/ere  unaccount- 
ably fet  againft  him :  infomuch  that  he  was  confhrained  to 
warn  fome  of  thefe,  that  if  they  did  not  repent,  GOD 
would  fpeedily  cut  them  off.  And  the  truth  of  thofe  pre- 
diflions  was  fliewn  over  and  over,  by  the  fignal  accom- 
pHfhment  of  them.  But  no  oppofition  could  hinder  him 
from  going  on  in  his  Mafter's  work,  and  fuppreffing  vice 
in  every  poflible  manner,  Thofe  finners,  who  endeavoured 
to  hide  themfelves  from  him,  he  purfued  to  every  corner 
of  his  parifli,  by  all  forts  of  means,  pubhe  and  private, 
early  and  late,  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon,  intreating  and 
warning  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Some  made 
it  an  excufe,  for  not  attending  the  church-fervice  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  that  they  could  not  awake  early  enough 
to  get, their  families  ready.  He  provided  for  this  alfo. 
Taking  a  bell  in  his  hand,  he  fet  out  every  Sunday  at 
five  in  the  morning,  and  went  round  the  moft  diftant  parts 
of  the  parifh,  inviting  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  houfe  of 
GOD. 

2.  Yet  notwithllanding  all  the  pains  he  took,  he  faw, 
for  fome  time,  little  fruit  of  his  labour :  infomuch  that  he 
was  more  than  once  in  doubt,  whether  he  had  not  miftaken 
his  place:  whether  GOD  had  indeed  called  him,  to  con- 
fine him.felf  to  one  town,  or  to  labour  more  at  large  in  his 
vineyard?  He  was  not  free  from  this  doubt,  w^hen  a  mul- 
titude of  people  flocked  together  at  a  funeral.     He  feldom 

let 
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let  thefe  awful  opportunities  flip  without  giving  a  folcmn 
exhortation.  At  the  clofe  of  the  exhortation  which  was 
then  given,  one  man  was  fo  grievoully  offended,  that  he 
could  not  refrain  from  breaking  out  into  fcurrilous,  yea, 
menacing  language.  But  notwithftanding  all  his  flruggling 
againft  it,  the  word  faftened  upon  his  heart.  At  firft  in- 
deed he  roared  like  a  lion  •,  but  he  foon  wept  like  a  child. 
Not  long  after  he  came  to  Mr.  Fletcher  in  the  moft  hum* 
ble  manner,  alking  pardon  for  his  outrageous  behaviour, 
and  begging  an  intcreft  in  his  prayers.  This  was  fuch  a 
refrefhment  as  he  flood  m  need  of:  and  it  was  but  a  fhort 
time,  before  this  poor  broken-hearted  finner  was  filled  with 
joy  unfpeakable.  He  then  fpared  no  pains  in  exhorting 
his  fellow-finners,  to  Hee  from  the  wTath  to  come, 

3.  It  was  not  long  after,  when  one  Sunday  evening,  Mr. 
Fletcher^  after  performing  the  ufual  duty  at  Madeleyy  was 
about  to  fet  out  for  Mddeley  w^ood,  to  preach  and  cate- 
chize as  ufual.  But  jufl  then  notice  was  brought  (which 
fliould  have  been  given  before)  that  a  child  was  to  be  bu- 
ried. His  waiting  till  the  child  was  brought,  prevented  his 
going  to  the  wood.  And  herein  the  providence  of  GOD 
appeared.  For  at  this  very  time,  many  of  the  colliers, 
who  neither  feared  GOD,  nor  regarded  men,  were  baiting 
a  bull,  juft  by  the  preaching-houfe.  And  having  had  plen- 
ty of  drink,  they  had  all  agreed,  as  foon  as  he  came,  to 
bait  the  pnrfon.  Part  of  them  were  appointed  to  pull  him 
off  his  horfe,  and  the  reft,  to  fet  the  dogs  upon  him.  One 
of  thefe  very  men  afterwards  confeiTcd,  that  he  was  with 
them  when  this  agreement  was  made:  and  that  afterwards, 
while  they  were  in  the  moft  horrid  manner,  curfing  and 
fwearing  at  their  difappointment,  a  large  china  punch- 
bowl which  held  above  a  gallon,  without  any  apparent 
caufe  (for  it  was  not  touched  by  any  perfon  or  thing)  fell 
all  to  fliivers.  This  fo  alarmed  him,  that  he  forfook  all 
his  companions,  and  determined  to  fave  his  own  foul. 

4.  From  the  beginning  he  did  not  confine  his  labours  to 
his  own  parifh.  For  many  years  he  regularly  preached  at 
places  eight,  ten,  or  fixteen  miles  off:  returning  the  fame 
night,  though  he  feldom  got  home  before  one  or  two  in 

the 
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the  morning.  At  a  little  fociety  which  he  had  gathered 
about  fix  miles  from  Madeley^  he  preached  two  or  three 
times  a  week,  beginning  at  five  in  the  morning.  As  for 
yifiting  the  fick,  this  was  a  work  for  which  he  was  always 
ready:  if  he  heard  the  knocker  in  the  coldell  winter  night, 
his  window  was  thrown  open  in  a  moment.  And  when 
he  underflood,  either  that  fome  one  was  hurt  in  a  pit,  or 
that  a  neighbour  was  likely  to  die;  no  confideration  was 
ever  had  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  or  the  feverity  of  the 
w^eather;  but  this  anfwer  was  always  given,  *^  I  will  at- 
tend you  immediately." 

5.  But  in  one  refpeft  Mr.  Fletcher  has  frequently  been 
blamed;  namely,  for  deferting  a  place  where  GOD  had 
eminently  owned  him.  I  mean  Trevecka  in  Wales.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  therefore  my  bounden  duty,  to  clear  up  the  whole 
affair.  And  I  cannot  do  this  better  than  by  tranfcnbing 
the  fubftance  of  an  account  which  I  have  received  from  Mr. 
Benfon^  in  anfwer  to  my  enquiries. 

6.  "  My  acquaintance  with  him,"  fays  he,  ^^  commenced 
when  I  was  at  Kingsivocdy  I  think  in  the  year  1768.  As  he 
now  and  then  made  a  ihort  excurfion  from  Madeley  to  Bath 
or  Brjjtol^  in  one  of  thofe  excurfions  we  invited  him  to  give 

us  a  fermon  at  KingswGod  He  was  peculiarly  affifled  while  he 
was  applying  thofe  encouraging  words.  Him  that  cometh  un-^ 
to  me^  I  will  in  no  ivife  cajl  out.  The  people  were  exceed- 
ingly afFe£led;  indeed  quite  melted  down.  The  tear$ 
ftreamed  fo  fait  from  the  eyes  of  the  poor  colliers,  that 
their  grizzly,  black  faces  were  waflied  by  theiTi,  and  al- 
moft  univerfally  ftreaked  with  white.  And  as  to  himfelf, 
his  zealous  foul  had  been  carried  out  fo  far  beyond  his 
flrength,  that  when  he  concluded,  he  put  off  a  {hirt  which 
was  as  wet  as  if  it  had  been  dipped  in  water.  But  this 
w^as  nothing  ftrangc :  whenever  he  preached,  it  was  gene- 
rally the  cafe.  From  this  time  I  conceived  a  particular 
eileem  for  him,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  piety :  and  wifh- 
ed  much  for  a  greater  intim.acy  with  him ;  a  blefling  which 
I  foon  after  obtained. 

[(loiitiuued  at  page  ^W'^]  X^/^ 
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'E  are  very  fenfible  of  the  prohahu'ity  of  its  being  remarked^ 
even  by  many  candid  and  judicious  perfo?2Sy  That  an  ap^ 
parent  famenefs  runs  through  this  Journal.  Uhe  ohjeElion^ 
however^  may  receive  in  fome  degree  a  reply ^  P^JJ''^^y  ^^  ^^^^y 
be  removed,  altogether ,  by  the  follo^wing  co7iftderatlons  : 

I.  This  Journal  contains  the  fimple  exercifes  of  the  author^'s 
tnlnd  and  Ifcy  in  the  voay  of  a  private  diary;  there  having 
been  no  intention  for  many  years ,  of  making  it  public:  his 
charge y  as  well  as  labours  and  travels  having  become y  lately y 
tnore  extenftve,  he  looks  upon  hlmfelf  as  more  refponfible  than 
before, 

II.  It  was  written  in  much  hajle, 

III.  To  tranfcrlbe  and  drefs  It  up  ivlth  greater  elegance^ 
would  materially  alter  Its  original  deftgn» 

W.  A  brief  hlflory  of  Methodlfm  in  America,  rnay  be  com- 
municated through  this  medium. 

V.  Thofe  for  whom  It  is  chief  y  Int ended y  are  plain  and  fm^ 
pie  people  y  who  will  look  for  7iothlng  elaborate  or  refined;  but  for 
genuine  experience  and  naked  truth, 

AFTER  having  preached  in  a  large  upper  room,  at 
Mr.  Thompfon^s  in  Amboyy  where  many  came  to  hear, 
and  I  was  favoured  with  much  power  in  my  own  foul;  an 
innkeeper  invited  me  to  his  houfe,  and  was  kind  enough 
to  defire  that  I  would  call  on  him  when  I  came  again. 

Friday  27.  I  fet  ofF,  on  a  rough-gaited  horfe,  for  Bur^ 
llngton;  and  after  being  much  fnaken,  breakfafted  at  Spotf- 
wood;  fed  my  horfe  again  at  Crofs-wlcksy  and  then  thought 
to  pufli  on  to  Burlington;  but. the  roads  being  bad,    and 

myfelf 
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rayfelf  and  horfe  weaiT,  I  lodged  with  a  Quaker,  on  whom 
I  called  to  enquire  the  way.  He  not  only  invited  me  to 
tarry  all  night,  but  alfo  treated  me  with  great  kindnefs. 

The  next  day  I  rode  to  town,  very  weary;  and  on  the 
Lord's  day  preached  in  the  court-houfe,  to  many  hearers. 

Monday  30.  After  riding  to  Ne^iv-tnillsy  in  company  with 
fome  friends,  in  a  waggon,  preached  in  a  Baptiil  meeting- 
hoare,  and  was  kindly  received, 

Tuefday  31.  Finding  the  people  were  divided  among 
themfelves,  I  preached  from  thefe  words.  This  is  his  com- 
mandment y  that  iveJJjould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  jefus 
Chrijiy  and  love  one  another;  and  humbly  hope,  my  labour 
was  not  in  vain.     The  fame  night  we  came  to  Burlington. 

April  2.  I  came  to  Philadelphia^  and  finding  Brother 
Eoardman  and  Brother  Webb  there,  was  much  comforted. 
Brother  Boardman's  plan  was,  that  he  fhould  go  to  Bojlon; 
Brother  Pilmore  to  Fii^giniaj  Brother  Wright  to  Tork ;  and 
that  I  {hould  ftay  three  months  in  Philadelphia.  With  this 
I  was  well  pleafed;  and  earneftly  defire  that  my  whole  foul 
could  be  more  devoted  to  GOD. 

Friday  4.  We  dined  with  Mr.  RoherdeaUy  who  cannot 
keep  negroes,  for  confcience  fake  :  and  this  was  the  topic 
ef  our  converfation. 

Saturday  5.  This  morning  my  mind  was  compofed  and 
fercne;  fixed,  I  humbly  hope,  on  GOD  alone.  My  de- 
fire  is,  to  be  more  conftantly  devoted  than  ever:  yea,  to 
walk  in  holinefs  before  the  Lord. 

April  7.  In  the  evening,  preached  to  a  very  large  audi^ 
ence  in  the  church,  after  preaching  in  the  day,  to  many 
poor  mortals  in  the  bettering-houfc. 

April  8.  Set  out  for  Bohemia ^  to  find  Mr.  Wright  (who 
had  been  at  his  own  difcretion)  that  he  might  Vv^ait  on  Mr. 
Bcardman^  in  order  to  go  to  Tor^  for  five  months.  Stop- 
ping at  Mrs.  Withy  s  in  Ckejler^  to  feed  myfelf  and  my 
horfe,  I  enquired  about  preaching  in  that  town,  and  found 
this  to  be  the  houfe  where  Mr.  Boardman  and  P^Tr.  Pilmore 
put  up;  and  that  the  people  were  pleafed  with  Methodill 
preaching.  After  leaving  word  that  I  would  call  to  preach 
there,  on  my  return,  fet  off  for  Wihnington^  expc£llng  to 

meet 
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meet  Mr.  Wright  there;  but  we  accidentally  met,  juft  as 
he  was  turning  ofF  to  Mr.  T/^/s,  for  lodging,  about  four 
miles  from  the  town.  He  feemcd  glad  to  fee  me,  and 
willing  to  be  fubject  to  order. 

The  next  morning,  Mr.  Wright  went  on  his  way  to  Phi-^ 
ladelphia.  Having  a  defire^to  go  and  fee  and  hear  how 
things  went,  I  defired  him  to  call  and  preach  at  Chefter ; 
and  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Sedhaniy  a  faft  friend  of 
the  Methodifts  •,  and  then  rode  on  to  Newcajile^  and  ftopt 
at  the  houfe  of  Brother  Furnace^  a  tavern-keeper,  but  a 
good  man.  Preached  there  to  a  few  people,  but  met  with 
oppofition,  and  found  the  Methodifts  had  done  no  great 
good.  The  court-houfe  here  is  (hut  againft  us ;  but  it  is 
open  for  dances  and  balls :  and  Brother  Furnace  has  lolt 
his  cuftom  by  receiving  us.  However,  we  were  comforted 
together. 

April  lo.  Set  out  for  Bohemia^  where  I  found  that  fomc 
mifchievous  oppofers  had  thrown  the  people  into  confu- 

fion. 

I  have  had  fome  ferious  thoughts  of  going  to  Baltimore ;; 
but  the  diftance,  which  is  90  miles,  feems  too  much  at 
prefent. 

April  II.  Found  an  inattention  to  ftudy,  an  unfettled 
frame  of  mind,  much  infenfibility  of  foul,  and  a  backward- 
nefs  to  prayer.  Lord  !  help  me  v/ith  an  acStive  warmth  to 
move  •,  and  with  a  vigorouB  foul  to  rife. 

Vifited  an  old  man  Vv^ho  was  fick,  with  whom  I  had 
fome  converfation,  though  not  much  \  but  came  away  with- 
out prayer;  and  was  juftly  blamed  both  by  my  friends 
and  myfelf.  I  would  have  prayed  with  him,  but  two  men 
came  in,  whofe  countenances  I  did  not  like ;  and  therefore 
neglected  my  duty  through  the  fear  of  man.  I  have  no- 
thing to  plead,  to  palliate  my  omiffion.  It  is  true,  that  to 
introduce  prayer  among  prayerlefs  people,  is  not  an  eafy 
matter ;  yet  this  is  no  excufe  for  rhe.  Lord  !  forgive  both 
my  fecret  and  open  fins ;  my  fins  of  omiflion  and  commif- 
fion.  Help  me  to  have  refpeft  to  all  thy  commandments  \ 
and  to  be  blamelefs  before  thee  in  all  things. 

Lord's 
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Lord's  day  1 1 .  Preached  to-day  at  my  friend  Herfeyhf 
as  alfo  the  evening  before.  The  houfe  was  filled  both  be- 
fore and  after  dinner.  The  Lord  gave  me  great  liberty 
and  power,  and  I  humbly  believe^  that  foriie  of  the  great 
ones  trembled  under  the  word ;  at  leafl  one,  who  was  lord 
of  the  manor.  Oh,  that  it  may  not  wear  ofi'!  I  preach-- 
ed  from  thefe  words,  The  wicked  JIjciII  be  turned  into  hell^ 
and  all  the  nations  that  forget  GOD,  After  describing  the 
wicked,  and  fiiewing  wherein  they  forget  GOD;  I  at- 
tempted to  prove  the  torments  to  be  real  and  eternal,  from 
the  real  joys  and  duration  of  heaven. 

Monday  12.  Vifited  E,  Thojupfon^  and  faw  his  father^ 
v/ho  is  an  hundred  years  old,  or  more.  He  had  lately  loft 
his  wife,  who  was  younger  than  he ;  and  in  her  he  loft  his 
nurfe  and  earthly  comfort.  The  old  man  was  in  great  trou- 
ble ;  but  had  fome  fenfe  of  divine  things,  and  joined  me 
in  prayer; 

Tuefday  13.  Was  advifed  and  invited  to  preach  at  Wil" 
mingtcn ;  w^hich  I  did,  though  there  were  but  few  to 
hear, 

Wednefday  14.  Rode  to  Chejlir^  and  preached  in  the 
court-houfe.  The  church-minifter  and  many  Quakers  were 
prefent ,  but  the  congregation  appeared  to  be  the  wildeft. 
I  had  feen  in  America.  I  felt  much,  myfelf ;  and  believe, 
that  many  others  felt  alfo :  fo  that  I  humbly  hope  the  la- 
bour was  not  in  vain.  In  the  morning  I  vifited,  and  fpoke 
with  great  freedom  to,  four  men  who  were  under  fen- 
fentence  of  death. 

Thurfday  15.  I  rode,  through  a  heavy  rain,  to  Phila^ 
delphia^  and  preached  the  next  morning  with  fome  free- 
dom. 

Tuefday  20.  My  mind  is  quiet  and  ferene.  I  am  now 
free  from  company,  which  is  very  pleafing  to  me,  having 
found  that  much  company  is  both  difagreeable  and  dan- 
gerous. 

Wednefday  21.  Met  the  fociety,  and  found  both  Hfe  and 
liberty  among  the  people.  This  night,  Brother  Williams 
came  in  from  Virginia.     He   gives   a  flaming  account  of 

the 
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the  work  there.  Many  of  the  people  feem  to  be  ripe  for 
the  gofpel,  and  ready  to  receive  us.  I  humbly  hope,  be- 
fore long,  about  7  preachers  of  us  will  fpread  feven  or 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  preach  in  as  many  places  as  we 
are  able  to  attend.  Lord !  make  us  humble,  watchful,  and 
ufeful  to  the  end  of  our  lives. 

April  23.  Brother  Williams  fet  off  for  New-Torh. 

April  24.  Preached  at  Philadelphia  with  freedom  arid 
power. 

April  25.  Preached  to  many  people  with  fome  (harp- 
nefs.  In  the  evening,  I  kept  the  door,  met  the  fociety, 
and  read  Mr.  Wejlefs  epiftle  to  them. 

Tuefday  28.  I  intended  to  go  out  of  town ;  but  could 
tiot  get  a  horfe.  So  flayed  for  Brother  Wright^  and  heard 
that  many  were  offended  at  my  fhutting  them  out  of  foci- 
ety-meeting,  as  they  had  been  greatly  indulged  before* 
But  this  does  not  trouble  me.  While  I  flay,  the  rules 
mufl  be  attended  to ;  and  I  cannot  fufFer  myfelf  to  be 
guided  by  half-hearted  Methodifls.  An  elderly  gentleman 
told  mc  very  gravely,  that  "  the  opinion  of  the  people 
was  much  changed,  within  a  few  days,  about  Methodifm : 
and  that  the  Quakers  and  other  diiTenters  had  laxed  their 
difcipline  *,  that  none  but  the  Roman  Catholics  kept  it  up 
with  flriftnefs."     But  thefe  things  do  not  move  me. 

Wednefday  29.  Set  out  for  Biirlingtony  where  I  met 
with  Brother  Webb  and  Brother  King.  I  found  the  people 
there  very  lively.     Two  perfons  have  obtained  juflification 

under  Brother  Webb ;  and  a  certain  dr.  T /,  a  man  of 

high  life,  was  touched  under  Brother  Boardman^s  preaching 
lafl  night.  I  admire  the  kindnefs  of  my  friends  to  fuch  a 
poor  worm  as  me.  Oh!  my  GOD!  remember  them! 
remember  me  ! 

Thurfday  30.  Humbly  hope,  the  word  was  blefl  to  a 
large  number  of  people,  who  attended  while  I  preached  at 
the  court-houfe. 

Set  out  for  Philadelphia  ;  but  about  a  mile  from  the  ci- 
ty, found  that  the  bridge  could  not  be  crofTed  on  horfe- 
back ;  fo  I  left  my  horfe,  and  walked  to  the  ferry.     Bro- 
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ther  Wright  took  the  horfe  and  went  to  Burlington^  on  his 
way  to  7urk,  Was  defired  to  attend  the  execution  of  the 
prifoners  at  Chejler.  John  King  went  with  me.  We  found 
them  penitent ;  and  two  of  the  four  obtained  peace  with 
GOD,  and  feemed  very  thankful.  I  preached,  with  great 
freedom,  to  a  great  number  of  people  under  the  gaol  walL 
The  fherifF  was  friendly,  and  very  kind.  John  King  preach- 
ed at  the  gallows  to  a  vaft  multitude;  after  which  I 
prayed  with  them.  The  executioner  pretended  to  tie  them 
all  up,  but  only  tied  one,  and  let  the  reft  fall.  One  of 
them  was  a  young  man  about  15.  We  faw  them  all  after- 
wards, and  exhorted  them  to  be  careful.  We  returned  to 
Philadelphia  the  fame  night,  and  I  gave  an  exhortation. 

Tuefday,  May  5.  Set  out  for  Burlington  again,  and 
preached  with  life  to  a  free  and  loving  people.  But  how 
is  my  foul  troubled  that  I  am  not  more  holy  ?  O  my  GOD  ! 
my  foul  groans  and  longs  for  this. 

May  6.  My  heart  was  much  humbled  ;  but  the  Lord  en- 
abled me  to  preach  with  power  in  my  foul. 

Thurfday  7.  Vifited  fome  prifoners;  one  of  them,  who 
is  to  be  tried  for  his  life,  feemed  much  afFefted.  In  the 
evening,  preached  with  power  and  life ;  and  feel  my  heart 
much  united  to  this  people.  Next  morning,  fet  off  for 
Philadelphia ;  got  in,  time  enough  for  Interceffion ;  after 
w^hich,  vifited  a  fick  friend,  who  refled  her  foul  on  GOD; 
and  then  preached  in  the  evening. 

Sunday  10.  Preached  in  the  morning;  attended  two 
places  of  worfhip  in  the  day ;  preached  again  at  night ;  and 
had  a  comfortable  time  in  meeting  the  fociety. 

Monday  1 1.  Was  much  ftirred  up,  and  found  an  increafe 
of  life  \vi  vifiting  the  fociety;  and  then  preached  with  com- 
fort and  power  in  the  evening. 

Tuefday  12.  Set  off  for  the  Jerfeys.  My  mind  enjoys 
fweet  peace,  and  the  love  of  GOD.  It  is  my  defire  to  be 
entirely  devoted  to  GOD,  who  opens  the  hearts  of  the 
people  to  receive  me,  and  my  heart  to  deliver  his  counfel 
to  them. 

.      [Continued  at  Page  141.] 


tETTEUS*  91 

An  ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Philip  Cox,  Elder  of  the  Me- 
thodif-Epifcopal  Church  in  America  (then  Preacher  J  to 
Bifbop  Coke,  dated^  Suflex-county,  Virginia,  July  17B7. 

Reverend  and  very  dear  Sir, 

WHERE  love  is  mutual,  a  correfpondence  is  defira- 
ble,  delightful,  and  fometimes  profitable.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  contribute  to  your  joy  to  hear  of  the  befl  of 
caufes  in  America.  My  fincere  prayer  is,  that  GOD  may 
grant  you  a  long  and  profperous  life,  and  crown  your  head 
with  his  choiceft  bkflings  both  in  time  and  eternity.  In 
this  letter  I  (hall  endeavour  to  give  you  the  trueft  account 
I  can,  of  the  work  of  GOD  in  my  circuit,  fince  the  lall 
conference* 

About  the  20th  of  May  I  took  my  ftation  In  Sujex-cir^ 
cuit,  Virginia ;  and  GOD  foon  gave  me  to  fee  the  fruit  of 
my  weak  endeavours.  A  few  were  convinced  of  fin,  and 
one  or  two  converted  the  fir  It  time  I  went  round  my  cir- 
cuit. The  fecond  time  I  heard  that  twenty  fouls  were  con- 
verted in  one  day,  at  Maybreys  chapel,  under  Brother 
Eajier^s  preaching.  A  few  days  after  this,  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  Brother  Griggs  my  helper,  informing  me  that 
eight  fouls  were  converted  to  GOD  in  one  of  his  meet- 
ings, a  few  days  before  he  wrote  to  me.  I  found  a  ftrug- 
gle  with  my  wicked  heart,  for  a  moment,  before  I  could 
confent  to  rejoice,  becaufe  it  was  not  done  by  my  inftru- 
mentality ;  but  the  Lord  foon  delivered  me  from  this  tempt- 
ation. About  four  days  after,  I  preached  at  Brother  Haw^ 
kins' Sy  and  the  power  of  GOD  came  down  among  the  peo-r 
pie,  and  many  fell  to  the  floor,  and  cried  aloud  to  GOD 
for  mercy.  The  next  day  I  preached  at  Brother  Perkins's ; 
many  were  then  doy/n,  and  two  found  the  Lord.  The 
next  day,  at  Brother  Smith's  \  near  twenty  v/ere  down  on 
the  floor,  crying  to  GOD  ;  and  I  believe  four  or  five  found 
peace.  The  next  day  being  the  Lord's  day,  I  preached  at 
Brother  Bonner  s  at  10  o'clock;  the  congregation  was  large: 
I  believe  upwards  of  fifty  were  in  loud  cries  for  mercy,  and 
ten  or  twelve  found  the  pearl  of  gre^t  price.     Many  of  the 
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profeflbrs  were  fo  wrought  on,  that  they  had  no  ufe  of  theit 
limbs.  Brother  Davis  and  his  wife  were  fo  afFetled,  that 
I  was  conftrained  this  afternoon  to  go  to  my  appointment 
in  Peterjburgj  and  leave  the  friends  of  that  place  behind : 
but  before  the  preaching  began,  Brother  Davis  with  the 
others,  came  home.  Under  my  laft  prayer,  an  orphan 
girl,  about  twelve  years  old,  cried  aloud  for  mercy.  As  I 
was  going  to  meet  the  clafs,  I  infilled  that  flie  fhould  be 
brought  into  the  clafs-room.  Within  a  quarter  of  an  hour^ 
the  power  of  GOD  ftruck  Brother  Davis's  little  daugh- 
ter (Hie  is  about  nine  years  old)  and  in  lefs  than  half  an 
hour,  I  believe,  GOD  fet  her  and  the  orphan  (both)  at 
liberty.  They  praifed  GOD  aloud,  and  we  opened  the 
door,  and  all  that  v/ould,  came  in  ;  and  in  a  {hort  time, 
ten  or  twelve  more  were  down  on  the  floor,  crying  for 
mercy :  this  alarmed  the  whole  town,  and  many  came  to 
fee  (as  they  faid)  what  the  devil  had  to  pay.  Among  the 
reft,  two  young  ftorekeepers  brought  a  monkey,  and  turn- 
ed it  loofe  among  us. 

Tucfday,  the  24th  of  July,  I  preached  at  Brother  Garfsy 
and  fome  few  fouls,  I  believe,  were  converted.  Thurfday,^ 
I  attended  Brunfwick  quarter-meeting  at  Maybrefs  chapel : 
here  was  a  great  work  indeed  !  Brother  Q' Kelly  preached. 
Brother  Dromgoole^  Brown j  Eajler^  and  myfelf  exhorted : 
hundreds  were  m  loud  cries  for  mercy.  The  fecond  day 
was  much  greater:  it  is  thought,  above  a  hundred  whites 
found  peace  with  GOD,  befides  as  m^ny  negroes  on  that 
day. 

Saturday  the  quarter-meeting  for  iS/z^Ar-circuit  began  at 
Brother  Jones's  chapel  •,  but  before  the  preachers  got  there, 
the  v/ork  broke  out ;  fo  that  when  we  came  to  the  chapel, 
above  fixty  were  down  on  the  floor,  groaning  in  loud  cries 
to  GOD  for  mercy.  Brother  0' Kelly  tried  to  preach, 
but  could  not  be  heard  for  the  cries  of  the  diftrefled.  It  is 
thought  our  audience  confifted  of  no  lefs  than  five  thou- 
fand  the  firft  day ;  and  the  fecond  day,  of  twice  that  num- 
ber. We  preached  to  them  in  the  open  air,  and  in  the 
chapel,  and  in  the  barn  by  Brother  Jones's  houfe,  at  the 
fame  time.     Such  a  fight  my  eyes  never  faw  before,    and 
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never  read  of,  either  In  Mr.  We/ley\  journals,  or  any  other 
writings  concerning  the  Lord's  pouring  out  the  Spirit,  ex- 
cept the  account  in  fcripture  of  the  day  of  Pentecoft, 
Never,  I  behcve,  was  the  Hke  feen  fince  the  apoftolic  age : 
hundreds  were  at  once  down  on  the  ground  in  bitter  cries 
to  GOD  for  mercy.  Here  were  many  of  the  firft  quahty 
in  the  country,  wallowing  in  the  duft  with  their  filks  and 
broadcloths,  powdered  heads,  rings,  and  ruffles,  and  fome 
of  them  fo  convulfed  that  they  could  neither  fpeak  nor 
ftir :  many  flood  by,  perfecuting,  till  the  power  of  the 
Lord  laid  hold  of  them,  and  then  they  fell  themfelves,  and 
cried  as  loud  as  thofe  they  juft  before  perfecuted.  Wc 
are  not  able  to  give  a  juft  account  how  many  were  convert- 
ed, and  as  we  had  rather  be  under  than  over  the  juft  num- 
ber, we  believe  that  near  two  hundred  whites  and  m*ore 
than  half  as  many  blacks,  profefled  to  find  him  of  whom 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  did  write. 

Monday  morning,  Brother  G'Kelly  and  myfelf  rode  to 
Brother  Travefs's^  hoping  to  get  fome  fleep,  as  our  four 
firft  days'  meetings  held  till  near  midnight,  each  time : 
but  when  we  got  to  bed,  we  could  reft  but  little  for  the 
cries  of  the  diftrefled,  fome  in  the  houfes  where  we  lay, 
and  fome  in  the  plantations,  and  in  the  woods.  On 
Tuefday,  Brother  O'Kelly  preached  at  Brother  Frederic 
Bonnerhy  and  above  fifty  fouls  profefled,  that  they  then  en- 
tered into  the  liberty  of  the  children  of  GOD.  Three 
daughters  of  one  Jejfe  Lee^  a  Baptift  preacher  (uncle  to 
Jejje  Lecy  our  preacher)  were  down  on  the  floor,  crying 
to  GOD  to  deliver  them.  Their  brother  came  in,  and 
got  one  of  the  daughters  up  to  carry  her  out,  fwearing 
that  (he  fhould  not  expofe  herfelf  there :  but  before  he  got 
her  out  of  the  houfe,  the  Lord  expofed  him,  ftriking  him 
to  the  floor,  and  conftraining  him  to  cry,  "  Save,  or  I 
fink  into  hell."  He  went  the  next  day  with  us,  to  preach- 
ing, to  a  place  called  the  College :  and  this  day  we  faw 
eight  perfons  dehvered  from  the  guilt  of  fin.  Thurfday, 
we  preached  at  Lane\  chapel :  nothing  remarkabfe  hap- 
pened here,  only  a  woman  was  awakened,  who  found 
peace  the  next  day.     Friday,    at  Brother   Thomas  Lanes : 
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lour  or  five  were  converted  here.  The  next  afternoo% 
Brother  0' Kelly,  and  I  parted :  he  vi^ent  to  Brother  Moor- 
ingSy  in  Surry^com-itjy  and  on  the  Saturday  and  Sunday 
preached  there>  and  above  fixty  fouls  were  converted  at 
thofe  two  meetings.  Saturday,  I  expected,  having  hurt  one 
€xf  my  legs,  to  have  refted  \  but  was  folictted  by  Brother 
Richard  Pondy  to  preach  a  funeral  fermon  over  the  grave 
of  a  child  about  eight  days  old :  I  rode  there,  but  a  fever 
fell  into  my  leg,  fo  that  I  could  not  ftand;  but  I  fat 
down,,  and  enforced  an  exhortation  on  thofe  words.  Except 
'M'  be  convertedy  and  become  as  little  children^  ye  cannot  enter 
inta  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  I  had  a  hundred  hearers,  fifty 
of  whom  were  old  profeiTors ,  and  out  of  the  other  fifty^ 
the  Lord  fpoke  peace  to  thirty,  before  we  broke  up  the 
meeting*  The  next  day  I  rode  to  Lane\  chapel,  where 
Brother  G" Kelly  and  I  were  the  Thurfday  before-mentioned.. 
Now  the  Lord  was  here  of  a  truth.  Some  of  the  young 
children  born  at  the  funeral  yefterday,  and  a  few  in  diflrefs, 
tdiat  did  not  obtain  deliverance  then,  had  got  here  before 
isney  and.  kindled  fuch  a  flame,  that  I  could  not  be  heard 
in  the  houfe ;,  fo  I  fat  in  a  chair  on  a  table  in  the  wood,, 
and  exhorted  from  thofe  words.  The  So?t  of'  man  is  come  to> 
^eh  and  to  fave  that  which  is  lojl.  Above  fixty  fouls  were 
fet  at  liberty  this  day  in  this  place  j,  bleiled  be  GOD  ! 

From  this  time,  whilfh  I  v/as  going  twice  round  my  cir- 
cuit, I  think  I  did  not  preach  three  days  following  with- 
out having  fouls  in  a  fmaller  or  greater  number  converted.. 
The  flame  is  ftill  among  us,  though  not  fo  rapid  as  it  was 
£x  months  paft :  yet  the  members  of  the  fociety  are  a& 
much  alive  as  ever ;  but  the  power  of  GOD  does  not  ftrike 
the  wicked  fo  frequently  as  it  did,  though,  biefled  be 
GOD„  we  have  many  awakenings,,  but  the  convinced  do 
not  get  delivered  fo  foon  as  they  did  ac  the  beginning  of 
the  revival.  I  believe  fince  the  conference  I  have  added  to 
the  fociety  about  feven  hundred  whites,,  and  between  three 
^nd  four  hundred  blacks.  About  fourteen  hundred  (whites, 
and  blacks)  were  converted  \  but  a  great  many  of  the  poor 
blacks  are  not  allowed  to  join  us  by  their  lordly  mailers., 
Yct^  I  hlefs  GOD5  the  new-born  we  have  in  fociety,  fcem 

to 


I,ETTEUS*  91 

to  ftand  fledfaft.  I  think  I  have  not  yet  loft  above  tea  or 
tvi^elve  whites,  out  of  all  that  I  have  joined. 

I  undenland  from  Brother  Eafler^  that  they  have  added 
more  in  the  Brunfwick-circmt  than  we  have  in  Sujfex :  and 
this  blefled  flame  feems  to  run  through  Virginia^  North 
and  South  Carolina^  and  Georgia  :  and  I  do  not  doubt  but 
it  will  fpread  through  the  continent. 

Indeed  I  cannot  help  believing  but  this  glorious  work^ 
which  the  Lord  is  carrying  on  in  Virginia^  will  fpread  to 
the  utmoft  bounds  of  the  earth ;  and,  I  truft,  the  happy 
period  will  foon  commence,  when  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth  will   become  the  kingdoms   of  our  Lord,    and  his 

Chrift. 

I  am,  &c. 

PHILIP  COX^ 
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Prom  Mr.  Jofeph  Alleine  to  his  Wife^  concerning  his  Ac^ 
ceptance  oj  Taunton. 

My  dear  heart, 

BY  this  time  I  hope  thou  haft  received  mine,  touching 
Taunton.     I  find  my  heart  much  inclining  that  way. 
I  will  tell  thee  the  principles  upon  which  I  go. 

Firft,  I  lay  this  for  a  foundation.  That  a  man's  life  con* 
fifts  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  that  he  poflefTeth. 
It  was  accounted  a  wife  prayer  that  Agur  put  up  to  be  fed 
with  food  convenient  for  him.  And  certain  it  is,  that  where 
men  have  leaft  of  the  world,  they  efteem  it  leaft,  and  live 
more  by  faith  in  GOD,  cafting  their  care  and  burden  up- 
on him*  O  the  fweet  breathing  of  David''s  foul!  The 
ftrong  aftings  of  his  faith,  when  his  condition  was  low  and 
mean!  How  fully  did  he  rely  upon  GOD.  And  cer- 
tainly could  we  that  are  unexperienced,  but  feel  the  thorns 
of  thofe  cares  and  troubles,  that  there  are  in  gathering  and 
keeping  much,  and  the  danger  when  riches  increafe,  of  fet- 
ting  our  hearts  upon  them,  we  ihould  prize  the  happinefs 
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of  a  middle  condition.  Doubtlefs,  godllnefs  with  content- 
ment is  great  gain.  Seekejl  thou  great  things  for  thyfelf?  (faid 
the  prophet  to  Baruch )  feek  them  not.  Certainly  a  good  con- 
fcience  is  a  continual  feaft,  and  enough  for  a  happy  life. 

Secondly,  I  take  this  for  an  undoubted  truth,    that  a 
drachm   of  grace   is  better   than   a  talent  df  wealth;  and 
therefore  fuch  a  place  where  we  had  little  to  do  with  the 
world  to  take  off  our  thoughts  from  the  things  of  eternity, 
and  had  the   advantage  of  abundance  of  means,  and  the 
daily  opportunities  of  warming  our  hearts  with  the  blefled 
Ibciety  of  chriftians,  is  (if  we  pafs  a  true  fpiritual  judgment) 
v^ithout  comparifon  before  another  place,  void  of  thofe  fpi- 
ritual advantages.     Let  us  think,  what  though   our  purfes 
may  thrive  better  in    a  place   of  large  maintenance ;    yet 
where  are  our  fouls  like  to  thrive  any  way  anfwerable  to 
what  they  are  in  this?    We  fiiall  have    but  little  in    the 
world,  but  what  is  this,  if  it  be  made  up  to  us,  in  commu- 
nion with  GOD  and  his  people?    If  we  thrive  in  faith  and 
love,  humility  and  heavenly-mindednefs,  what  matter  is  it^ 
though  we  do  not  raife  ourfelves  in  the  world  ?     Oh !  Who 
would  leave  fo  m.uch  grace,  and  fo  much  comfort  in  com* 
munion  w^lth  Chrifh  and  his  faints,  for  the  probabilities  of 
living  a  little  more  handfomely  ?     It  is  a  ftrange  thing  to 
fee  how  chriftians  generally  judge.     What  is  it  worth  a 
jear?    Is  the  maintenance  certain?  What  charges  are  there 
like  to  be?    Thefe  are  the  queftions  we  commonly  afk  firft, 
when  we  fpeak  of  fettling.     But  alas,  though  thofe  things 
are  to  be  confidered  too,  yet,  what  good  am  I  like  to  do? 
What  good  am  I  like  to  get?     Thefe  fhould  be  the  chief 
things  we  fhould  judge  by.     What  if  we  have  but  a  lit- 
tfe  in   the  world?      Why  then   we  muft  keep  but  a  fhort 
table,  and  give  the  meaner  entertainment   to  out  friends. 
O  but  will  not  this  be  abundantly  made  up,  if  we  have 
more  outward  and  inward  peace?     Let  others  hug  them- 
felves  in  their  corn,  and  wine,    and  oil,    in  their  fat  liv- 
ings, and  their  large  tables,  if  we  have  more  of  the  light 
of  GOD's  countenance,  who  would  change  with  them? 

Thirdly,  That  the  fureil  way  to  have  any  outward  mer- 
cy, is  to  be  content  to  want  it.     When  men's  defires  are 
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bver-eager  after  the  world,  they  muft  have  thus  much  a 
year,  and  a  houfe  well  furniihed,  and  wife,  and  childrenj^ 
thus  and  thus  quahfied,  GOD  doth,  ufually,  break  their 
"wills  by  denying  thcm>  as  one  would  crofs  a  froward  child 
of  his  flubborn  humour:  or  elfe  puts  a  fting  into  them, 
that  a  man  had  been  as  well  withouc  themi  The  beft  way 
to  get  riches,  is  out  of  doubt  to  fet  them  loweft  in  one's 
defires.  Solomon  found  it  fo:  he  did  not  afk  riches  but  wif- 
dom,  but  GOD  was  fo  pleafed,  that  he  threw  in  them  in- 
to the  bargain.  Nothing  fets  GOD's  mercies  farther  oiF 
than  the  want  of  free  fubmiffion  to  want  them.  Certainly, 
GOD  will  never  be  behind  hand  with  us.  Let  our  care 
be  to  build  his  houfe,  and  let  him  alone  to  build  ours. 

Fourthly,  That  none  ever  was,  or  ever  fhall  be,  a  lofer 
by  Jefus  Ghrift.  •  Many  have  loft  much  for  him,  but  ne- 
ver did,  never  (hall  any  lofe  by  himj  Take  this  for  a  cer- 
tainty, whatfoever  outward  comforts  we  leave,  or  outward 
advantageSj  that  we  may  glorify  him  in  our  fervices,  and 
enjoy  him  in  all  his  ordinances  more  than  other  wife  we 
could,  we  fhall  receive  an  hundred  fold  in  this  life.  It  is 
a  fad  thing  to  fee  how  little  Chrift  is  truftedj  men  will 
truft  him  no  farther  than  they  can  fee  him^  '•  Alas,  hath 
he  not  a  thoufand  ways,  both  outward  and  inward,  to 
make  up  a  little  outward  advantage  to  us?  ,Have  any  ven- 
tured themfeives  upon  him  in  his  way,  but  he  made  good 
every  promife  to  them  ?  Let  us  therefore  exercife  our  faith, 
and  ftay  ourfelves  on  the  promife,  and  fee  if  ever  we  are 
aihamed  of  our  hope.' 

Fifthly,  That  what  is  wanting  in  the  means,  GOD  will 
make  up  in  the  bleffing.  Thii^  I  take  for  a  certain  truth, 
while  a  man  commits  himfelf  and  his  affairs  to  GOD,  and 
is  in  any  way  that  GOD  put  him  into  \  and  if  a  man  have 
but  a  little  income,  if  he  have  a  great  bleffing,  that  will 
make  it  up.  Alas,  we  muft  not  account  of  mercies  by  the 
bulk.  What  if  another  have  a  pound  to  my  ounce,  if 
jfhine  be  gold  for  his  filver,  I  will  never  change  with  him. 
As  it  is  not  bread  that  keeps  men  alive,  but  the  word  of 
bleffing  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  GOD  ;  fo  it  is 
not  the  largenefs  of  the  means,  but  the  bleffing  of  the  Lord 
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that  maketh  rich.  Oh  !  if  men  did  but  believe  this,  they 
would  not  grafp  fo  much  of  the  world  as  they  do.  Well, 
let  others  take  their  courfe,  an4  we  will  take  ours,  to  wait 
upon  GOD  by  faith  and  prayer:  let  others  toil  to  enlarge 
their  income,  we  will  pray  GOD  to  enlarge  our  bleffing, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  we  (hall  prove  the  gainers. 

Sixthly,  That  every  condition  hath  its  fnares  and  trou- 
bles, and  therefore  we  may  not  expect  to  be  without  them 
wherever  we  be  -,  only  that  condition  is  mod  eligible,  that 
hath  feweft  and  leaft.  I  cannot  objeft  any  thing  againft 
the  propofal  of  Tauntoriy  but  the  meannefs  of  the  mainte- 
nance. And  let  us  confider  how  inconfiderable  this  incon- 
venience is,  in  comparifon  of  thofe  we  muft  reckon  upon 
meeting  with,  if  God  call  us  into  another  place.  Upon 
thefe  confiderations,  I  find  my  heart  much  incHned  to  ac- 
cept of  their  offer  at  Taunton.  I  befeech  thee  to  weigh 
the  matter,  and  tell  me  thy  thoughts,  and  which  way  thy 
fpirit  incHnes,  for  I  have  always  refolved  the  place  I  fettled 
in  fhould  be  to  thy  content.  I  have  been  fo  large  in  deli- 
vering my  judgment,  that  I  muft  thruft  up  my  afFeftions 
into  a  corner.  Well,  though  they  have  but  a  corner  in 
my  letter,  I  am  fure  they  have  room  enough  in  my  heart : 
tut  I  muft  conclude  ;  che  Lord  keep  thee,  my  dear,  and 
cherifli  thee  for  ever  in  his  bofom.  Farewel,  mine  own 
foul. 

/  aniy  as  every  thine  own  Hearty 

JOS.    ALLEINE, 

Ox  ON,  May  27,  1659* 


An  Uncommon  Murder. 

A  SHIP,  named  the  Earl  of  Safidivkhy  failed  front 
London  in  Augufty  1765,  for  Santa  Cruz ;  wliere 
difcharging  their  cargo,  they  failed  to  Oratavo  and  took 
in  a  cargo  of  wine,    a  large  quantity  of  Spanifli  dollars, 
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fome  ingots  of  gold,  fome  jewels  and  gold-duft.  With 
this  cargo  they  failed  for  London^  and  had  then  on  board 
John  Cocker atiy  mailer ;  Charles  P'lnchenty  mate ;  James 
Pinckenty  mariner;  Benjamin  Galiifpyy  cabin-boy;  captain 
Glafsy  his  wife  and  daughter,  with  a  boy  belonging  to  them, 
were  paffengers ;  and  moreover,  Peter  M^Kinliej  boat- 
fwain ;  George  Gidiey^  cook ;  Richard  St,  ^iinten^  and 
Andreiv  ZekermaUy  mariners. 

The  four  laft  entered  into  a  combination  to  murder  eve- 
ry body  on  board,  and  pofTcfs  themfelves  of  the  treafuTC. 
Accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  November y  thefe  four  villains 
being  flationed  on  the  night-watch,  the  mafter  coming  on 
the  quarter-deck  to  fee  every  thing  fafe,  was  feized  by 
M^Kinlicy  and  by  Gidley  knocked  on  the  head  with  an  iron 
bar,  and  thrown  overboard.  The  captain's  groans  being 
heard  by  the  two  Pinchents  and  captain  Glafs^  they  came 
upon  deck  and  were  immediately  attacked ;  the  Pinchents 
were  knocked  down  and  thrown  overboard,  and  captain 
Glafs  was  killed  with  his  own  fword.  The  noife  brought 
Mrs.  Glafs  and  her  child  upon  deck,  when  beholding  the 
fcene,  (he  implored  their  mercy;  but  Zekerman  and  M^Kin- 
lie  toiTed  them  both  into  the  fea,  as  they  were  locked  in 
each  other's  arms. 

Having  thus  difpatched  all  but  the  two  boys,  they  alter- 
ed their  courfe,  being  then  in  the  Englifh  Channel,  and 
fleered  for  the  coaft  of  Ireland ;  and  on  the  3d  of  Decern^ 
her  were  about  ten  leagues  from  Waterford.  Here  they  de- 
termined to  hoift  out  a  boat,  and  loading  her  with  the  trea- 
fure,  to  fink  the  (hip  together  with  the  boys.  This  fcheme 
they  put  into  execution ;  one  of  the  boys  fwam  after  the 
boat,  came  up  with  her,  and  laying  his  hand  upon  the  gun- 
wale, received  a  blow  on  the  head  from  one  of  the  ruffi* 
ans,  which  obliged  him  to  quit  his  hold,  and  he  was  drown- 
ed. Soon  after  the  veflel,  having  her  ballafl-port  opened, 
filled  with  water  and  overfet,  and  they  faw  the  other  boy 
wafhed  overboard. 

They  now  thought  themfelves  fecure,  as  the  dead  could 
tell  no  tales ;  and  none  could  fearch  the  bottom  of  the  fea 
for  evidence.     On  landing,  they  buried  the  bulk  of  their 
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wealth  in  the  fand,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
bags  of  dollars.  The  remainder  with  the  jewels  and  in- 
gots of  gold,  they  referved  for  prefent  ufe.  But  their  pro-r 
digality  made  them  remarkable  wherever  they  went;  and  the 
fhip  which  they  had  configned  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  float- 
ed on  fliorc  near  Waterford.  This  occafioned  much  fpecu- 
lation,  and  fufpicion  pointed  at  the  rogues  who  were  living 
with  great  jollity  at  Dublin.  Accordingly  two  gentlemen 
went  from  Rofs  (where  the  fhip  floated  on  ihore)  to  Dub- 
I'm;  told  their  fufpicions  to  the  magiftrates,  and  on  the 
pth  of  December^  ^nnten  and  Zekennan  were  apprehend- 
ed;  and  being  examined  apart,  each  of  them  confefled  the 
murders.  They  confefTed  alfo,  that  fince  their  arrival  in 
Dublifiy  Gidley  2ir\(S.  M^Kinley  had  fold  dollars  to  a  gold- 
fmith  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  pounds.  By  means 
of  this  goldfmith,  M^Kmlie  was  apprehended,  and  intelli- 
gence was  got  that  Gidley  ha<l  fet  out  in  a  poft-chaife  on 
his  way  to  Corhy  in  order  to  take  fliip  for  England,  Two 
perfons  were  difpatched,  from  Dublin  to  Rofsy  to  direft  a 
fearch  to  be  made  for  the  buried  treafure  :  and  thefe,  on 
their  return  to  Dublin^  fell  in  with,  and  apprehended, 
Gidley,  Thus  were  the  workers  of  thefe  atrocious  deeds 
all  brought  to  juftice,  although  they  had  taken  every  pre- 
caution to  fink  and  deftroy  whatever  could  difclofe  their 
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On    Winter. 

W^rote  fotne  Time  in  Winter* 

THE  fun  far  fouthward  bends  his  annual  way, 
The  bleak  north-eafl:  wind  lays  the  foreits  bare. 
The  fruit  ungather'd  quits  the  naked  fpray, 
And  dreary  winter  reigns  o'er  earth  and  air. 

No  mark  of  vegetable  life  is  feeiii 

No  bird  to  bird  repeats  his  tuneful  call ; 
JSave  the  dark  leaves  of  feme  rude  ever-green. 

Save  the  lone  red-breaft  on  the  mofs-grown  wall. 

Where  are  the  fprightly  fcenes  by  fpring  fupply'd. 
The  may-flow'r'd  hedges  fcenting  every  breeze  j 

The  white  flocks  fcatt'ring  o'er  the  mountain-fide. 
The  woodlark  warbling  on  the  blooming  trees? 

Where  is  gay  fummer's  fportivc  infect-train, 
That  in  green  fields  on  painted  pinions  play'd? 

The  herd  at  morn  wide-pafturing  o'er  the  plain. 
Or  throng'd  at  noon-tide  in  the  wiilow-fhade? 

Where  is  brown  autumn's  evening,  mild  and  ftill. 
What  time  the  ripen'd  corn  frefli  fragrance  yields j 

What  time  the  village  peoples  all  the  hill. 
And  loud  fhouts  echo  o'er  the  harveft-fields? 

To  former  fcenes  our  fancy  thus  returns. 

To  former  fcenes,  that  little  pleas'd  when  here! 

Qur  winter  chills  us,  and  our  fummer  burns. 
Yet  we  diilike  the  changes  of  the  year. 

Who 
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Who  dreams  of  nature  free  from  nature's  ftrlfe? 

Who  dreams  of  conftant  happinefs  below  ? 
The  bope-flufli'd  ent'rer  on  the  ftage  of  hfe  5 

The  youth  to  knowledge  unchaftis'd  by  woe. 

For  me,  long  toiled  on  many  a  weary  road. 
Led  by  falfe  hope  in  fearch  of  many  a  joy  v 

I  find  on  earth's  bleak  clime  no  bleft  abode. 
No  place,  no  feafon,  facred  from  annoy. 

For  me,  while  winter  rages  round  the  plains. 
With  his.  dark  days,  Fll  human  life  compare: 

Not  thofe  more  fraught  with  clouds  and  winds  and  rainSj^ 
Than  this  with  pining  pain  and  anxious  care. 

O  whence  this  wond'rous  turn  of  mind,  our  fate ! 

Whate'er  the  feafon  or  the  place  poffeft. 
We  ever  murmur  at  our  prefent  ftate  ^ 

And  yet  the  thought  of  parting  breaks  our  reft.. 

Why  elfe  when  heard  in  ev^ning*s  folemn  gloom. 
Does  the  fad  knell,  that  founding  o'er  the  plaiu 

Tolls  fome  poor  lifelefs  body  to  the  tomb. 
Thus  thrill  my  breaft  with  melancholy  pain? 

The  voice  of  reafon  echoes  in  my  ear. 

Thus  thou  ere  long  muft  join  thy  kindred  clay: 

No  more  this  breaft  the  vital  fpirit  fhare. 
No  more  thefe  eye-lids  open  on  the  day. 

O  winter,  round  me  fpread  thy  joylefs  reign. 
Thy  threat'ning  fkies  in  dufky  horrors  dreft§ 

Of  thy  dread  rage  no  longer  Fll  complain. 
Nor  afk  an  EDEN  for  a  tranfient  gueft. 

Enough  has  heav'n  indulged  of  joy  below. 
To  tempt  our  tarriance  in  this  lov'd  retreat; 

Enough  has  heav'n  ordain'd  of  ufeful  woe. 
To  make  us  languifti  for  a  happier  feat. 

There 


There  is,  who  deems  all  climes,  all  feafons  fair; 

There  is,  who  knows  no  reillefs  paflion's  ttrife; 
Contentment,  fmiHng  at  each  idle  care; 

Contentment,  thankful  for  the  gift  of  life. 

She  finds  in  winter  many  a  fcene  to  pleafe. 

The  morning  landfcape  fringed  with  froft-work  gay. 

The  fun  at  noon  feen  through  the  leaflefs  trees, 
The  clear,  calm  ether  at  the  clofe  of  day* 

She  bids  for  all,  our  grateful  praife  arife 

To  him  whofe  mandate  fpake  the  world  to  form  5 

Gave  fpring's  gay  bloom,  and  fummer's  cheerful  fkies^ 
And  autumn's  corn-clad  field,  and  winter's  founding 
ftorm. 


A  LETTER  TO  A  CLERGYMAN* 

MA  Y  thefe  few  lines  with  ardour  wing  their  w^fi 
And  all  the  free,  ingenuous  friend  difplay. 
To  a  congenial  foul  fome  hints  impart. 
Call  off  referve,  and  pour  forth  all  my  heart* 

Go,  bid  my  friend  an  equal  mind  prepare. 
To  meet  a  fate  propitious  or  fevere. 
If  to  his  view  gay,  flatt'ring  profpe£ls  rife. 
Bid  him  not  truft  to  changeful  fummer-lkies  t 
And  if  the  world  with  hideous  afpeft  frown, 
And  the  fair  crop  of  worldly  hope  is  gone, 
Bid  him  be  ftrong,  and  all  the  Chriftian  fhow  j 
Nor  fly  the  crofs,  but  clafp  the  friendly  foe. 

Still  independent,  does  my  friend  difdain 
To  bend  the  knee  to  Mammon's  crowded  fane^ 
To  itatefmen  cringe,  and  for  preferment  bow> 
With  abjeft  meannefs,  infamoufly  low  ? 
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Sure  Ke  dilclains  to  live  upon  their  fmilej; 

And  oil  his  honeft  tongue  with  panegyric  guiles 

Go^  aflc  what  heavenly  labours  fill  his  day ; 
Too  wife  to  dream  his  ufeful  life  awayj] 
Confcious  how  faft  time's  headlong  torrent  runs^ 
Doss  he  improve  his  few  remaining  funs  ? 
To  waiting  fouls  proclaim  the  joyful  news. 
And  all  around  the  precious  balm  difFufe : 
The  joyful  news  of  death  and  hell  fubdu'd, 
And  glory  purchased  by  a  Saviour's  blood  ? 
Art  thou  intent  to  make  poor  mortals  rife 
From  this  low  fcene  to  fcale  the  ftarry  Ikies  ? 
Art  thou  all  hfe,  aftd  fill'd  with  burning  zeal,  . 
To  fave  the  finking  foul  from  the  dire  pangs  of  hell? 
To  you  th'  important  office  ia  affign'd^ 
To  pour  infi ruction  on  the  fightlefs  mind ; 
Let  all  thy  ftrength,  let  every  nerve  be  ply'd. 
To  fave  the  fouls  for  which  the  Saviout  dy'd. 

Let  downy  doctors^  venerably  dull, 
Their  fle^py  fiock  with  foothing  opiates  lull ; 
On  Chrift-debafing  themes  perverfely  dwell, 
And  fear,  to  ^^  ears  polite^  to  mention  hell." 
To  gain  the  world,  let  them  their  heav'n  refign^ 
And  fatten  in  the  court's  propitious  flnne ; 
This  be  thy  one  concern,  high  Heav'n  to  pleafe/ 
Carelcfs  of  man's  vain  cenfure  or  his  praife.* 


I 
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*  The  above  lines  were  written  to  bifhop  Coke  by  a  miniflef 
In  the  weft  of  En^land^  about  f;^urteen  years  ago. 
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GOD's  Love  to   Mankind.     Manifejled  by  difproving 
his  Abfolute  Decree  for  their  Damnation. 

\_Continued  from  page  56.] 

TOUCHING  the  facraments,  this  is  alfo  the  ufe  and  end 
for  which  they  were  ordained;  as  we  may  fee,  Luke  vii. 
30.  But  the  phar  fees  and  lawyers  reje&edthe  counfel  of  GOD 
againfl  themftlves^  being  not  baptized  of  ^o\-\vi.  In  which 
words  is  evidently  included,  that  it  was  GOD's  purpofe 
in  Johns  baptifm  to  bring  them  to  Chrift,  and  in  him  to 
heaven.  So  much  alfo  is  faid  of  his  baptifm,  Mark  i.  4. 
John  did  baptize  in  the  wildernefs,  and  preach  the  baptifm 
of  repentance  for  the  remifjion  offms.  li  this  w^ere  the  end 
of  Johns^  much  more  was  it  the  end  of  Chrift's  baptifm; 
it  being  more  excellent  than  Johns  was,  not  in  fubftance. 
but  in  the  fulnefs  of  grace  adminiftered  by  it.  All  that 
have  been  baptized  into  Chrifl,{2dXh  the  apoftle,  have  been  bap- 
tized into  his  deaths  Rom.  vi.  3.  All  ye  that  have  been  bap- 
iized  into  Chrijl,  have  put  on  Chrify  Gal.  iii.  27.  The  ve- 
ry phrafes  there  ufed,  fhew  that  baptifm  is,  in  its  original 
intention,  an  inftrument  of  uniting  men  to  Chrift,  and 
giving  them  communion  with  him  in  the  benefits  ot 
his  death.  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the 
Spirit,  faith  our  Saviour,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  J^f^n  iii»   3-  5* 

Vol.  IL  O  I  will 


loG  THE    ABSOLUTE    DECREE 

I  \\;ill  fliut  up  this  with  J&s  ii.  38.  Repent  and  be 
tized  every  one  of  you,  for  the  remijjion  of  fins ;  plainly  im- 
plying, that  therefore  is  baptifm  ordained  to  be  received, 
that  thofe  who  receive  it,  might  have  their  fins  remitted. 

This  is  alfo  GOD's  intent  in  the  Lord's  fupper.  This 
is  my  body,  faith  Chrift,  and  this  is  my  bloody  Matt,  xxvi, 
26.  28.  In  thofe  words  teaching  us,  that  in  that  facia- 
ment  there  is  an  exhibition  of  Chrift  and  his  benefits  in- 
tended on  GOD's  part,  and  received  of  thofe  by  whorri 
110  obftacle  is  interpofed ;  and  therefore  doth  the  apoftle 
call  it  in  exprefs  words,  1  Cor,  x.  16.  The  communion  of 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift. 

For  this  end  alfo  is  the  patience  of  GOD  exercifed 
among  men,  as  we  may  fee,  Rom.  ii.  4.  Dfpijefi  thou 
the  riches  of  his  goodnefs  and  forbearance,  not  knowing  thai 
the  mercy  of  GOD  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?  But  thou,  af- 
ter thy  hardnefs  and  impenitent  heart,  heapeji  Up  wrath  to 
thyfef.  In  thefe  words  may  be  noted,  1.  GOD's  intent 
in  forbearing  fins,  which  is,  the  leading  of  men  to  repent- 
ance, and  fo  on  to  falvation:  for  repentance  is  by  him  or-i 
dained  to  falvation,  as  a  means  to  the  end.  2.  The  per- 
fons  to  whom  GOD  intendeth  this  good  by  his  forbearance? 
and  they  are  fuch  as  defpife  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs,  and 
have  hard  and  impenitent  hearts.  3.  The  event  of  this  their 
contempt  of  GOD's  patience,  and  that  is,  a  treafmng  up 
of  wrath  unto  themfelves  agai^ijl  the  day  of  wrath.  Out  of 
all  which,  laid  together,  arifeth  thus  much;  that  GOD,  by 
fparing  wicked  men,  who  have  impenitent  hearts,  intend- 
eth their  everlafting  good,  though  they,  by  the  abufe  of 
his  patience,  and  by  their  refufal  to  repent,  treafure  up  unto 
thcmfclves  wrath  and  mifeVy  everlafting. 

The  like  to  this  is  delivered  in  2  Pet.  iii.  g.  The  Lord 
is  not  facki  as  fome  men  count flacknej s ,  but  patient  tozvards 
us;  that  is,  us  men.  And  why  patient  towards  us?  Be- 
cause he  woidd  have  none  to  perijh.  The  end,  therefore, 
of  GOD's  patience  is  man's  falvation  and  repentance. 

In  the  laft  place,   thofe  other   gifts  of  GOD, ,  by   which 
men's  underftandings  arc  enlightened  and  their  fouls  beau- 
tified 
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tified  (namely,  knowledge,  fortitude,  liberality,  temperance, 
humility,  chaftity,  and  fuch  like)  are  beftowed  upon  all  that 
have  them,  among  whom  are  many  that  prove  reprobates 
in  the  end,  that  by  the  exercife  of  them,  and  continuance 
in   them,    they  might  come  to  eternal  life. 

That  reprobates  are  adorned  with  many  of  thefe  graces, 
appears  by  fundry  fcriptures,  efpecially  Heb.  vi.  4,  5,  6, 
where  the  apollle  faith,  that  it  is  impojjible  for  thofe  who 
were  once  enlightened^  and  have  tajled  of  the  heavenly  gft, 
and  were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  and  have  tafied 
the  good  word  of  GOD,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
fome,  if  they  fall  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  unto  repent- 
ance. The  graces  which  the  apoftle  here  fpeaketh  of,  are 
not  ordinary,  but  fpecial  and  excellent  graces;  illumination, 
faith,  a  relifh  of  GOD's  word,  and  a  tafte  of  heaven; 
and  the  perfons  fpoken  of,  are  apoftates,  fuch  as  are  un- 
der a  poflibilitjr  of  falling  away  for  ever  (for  upon  a  dan- 
ger not  poffible  cannot  be  built  a  folid  exhortation)  and 
confequently  reprobates:  and  the  thing  intimated  is,  that 
upon  apoftatqs  and  reprobates  are  thefe  excellent  gifts  ma- 
^y  times  beftowed.  The  like  fpeech  we  have,  Heb.  x.  26. 
For  if  we  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  received  the  knowledge 
cf.the  truths  there  remaineth  no  more  facrifce for  fin.  From 
whence  we  may  colIeS:,  that  nien  who  fin  willingly  and 
unpardonably,  may  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth;  yea,  and  be  fanftified  by  the  blood  of  the  teftanr^^^nt 
/and  by  the   Spirit  of  grace,  yer,   29. 

The  unclean  fpirit  may  go  out  of  a  man.  Matt,  xii.  43. 
They  may  receive  the  pord  with  joy.  Matt.  xiii.  20.  And 
many  more  excellent  graces  they  may  have  bcfides.  Now 
all  thefe  virtues  and  graces  are  not  given  them  that  they 
might  abufe  them,  and  fo  purchafe  to  themfelves  the  great- 
er damnation;  or  that  they  might  do  good  to  others  with 
them,  but  none  to  themfelves:  but  rather,  that,  as  by  the 
former  gifts  of  nature,  fo  by  thefe  of  grace  they  may  ob- 
tain falvation.  For  if  GOD  aim  at  this  in  thofe  gifts 
that  are  farther  off,  much  more  in  thefe,  which  make  thofe 
that  have  them,  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     My 

proof 
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proof  for  this,   I  borrow  of  our  divines  at  the  fynod,  who 
in  their  fuffrage  have  thefe  two  pofiticns  : 

1.  "  There  are  certain  internal  works  preparing  a 
"  man  for  juftification,  which,  by  the  power  of  the  word 
"  and  Spirit,  are  wrought  in  the  hearts  of  men  not  yet 
**  jufiified;  fuch  as  are  the  knowledge  of  GOD's  will,  a 
**  fenf?  of  fin,   and  fear  of  punifhment."    This  is  their  firft. 

2.  Their  fecond  pofition  is  this:  *'  Thofe  whom  GOD 
•*  by  his  word  and  Spirit  afFe61eth  after  this  manner,  thofe 
*'  he  truly  and  ferioufly  calleth  and  inviteth  to  converfion." 

Out  of  thefe  two  thefes  thus  much  arifeth,  th^t  GOD 
worketh  the  knowledge  of  his  will,  the  fenfe  of  fin,  fear 
of  hell,  hope  of  pardon,  and  confequently,  many  other  ex- 
cellent graces,  in  the  hearts  of  men,  that  by  thefe  they  may 
be  converted,  and  fo  eternally  faved. 

We  fee,  by  thefe  things,  what  end  GOD  aimeth  at  in 
his  gifts  to  men. 

But  there  are  fome  fcriptures  that  feem- to  fay  the  con- 
trary, udimely,  Rom.  i.  20.  where  GOD  is  faid  to  reveal 
himfelf  to  the  Gentiles  by  the  creatures,  thai  they  mzp-kt  be 
zvithout  extufe.  And  Luke  ii.  34.  Siuieon  faith  of  Chrift, 
that^(^  is  appointed  for  the  falling  and  rfing  again  of  inany 
in  IfraeL  And  1  Cor.  i.  23.  We  preach  Chrift  faith  St. 
Paul,  to  the  Jews  a  fumhling'block.  2  Cor.  ii.  16.  fVe  are 
the.  favour  of  death  unto  death.  By  thefe  places  it  feemeth 
that  GOD  giveth  thefe  things  to  fome,  to  make  them  ftutn-v 
ble,  and  that  they  mig'it  be  left  without  cxcufc.  What 
fhail  wc  fay,   therefore,   to  thefe  places? 

Of  all  of  them  in  general  I  may  fay,  that  they  arc  Xo  be  un- 
derUood  of  the  end,  which  is  many  times  effected  by  thefe' 
gifts  of  GOD,  and  not  of  the  end  which  is  primarily  intend- 
ed~  in  then?; '^tia  they  fliew  what  Chnl),  the  word  preach- 
ed, and _  the  gifts  of  nature  and  grace,  are  occa/io?ially  Xxy 
fome  men,  through  their  voluntary  rebellion  ag:rinfl  GOD, 
and  not  what  they  are  intentionally  in  GOD's  firft  thoughts 
and  refokuions  :  he  intendeth  them  for  their  good,  though 
many  times  they  receive  them  to  their  hurt.  .  It  is  with 
G.OD's  ffi't?,   and  that  verv  often   too,   as  ii  is  fometimcs 

Willi 
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With  phyfic  :   it  is  given  by  the  phyfician  for  the  patient's 
crood  ;   but  many  times,  through  the  diftemper  of  his  body, 
it  doth  him  hurt.      And  as  it  is  with  the  fun,   GOD  intend- 
eth  by  the  fhining  of  it,  the  enlightening  and  cheering  of 
men  and  other  creatures,  y6t  fome  men  are  hurt  by  the  hght 
of  it,   others  are  fcorched  by  the  heat  of  it ;   accidentally, 
by  reafon  of  the  climates  wherein  they  live,   or  the  ill-affefl:-' 
ednefs  of  their  eyes  and  bodies  :   So  the  bleffings  of  GOD, 
which  out  of  his  abundant  goodnefs  are  beftowed  on  men  for 
their  eternal  good,   through  their  ill  temper  of  heart,   effeft 
their  hurt,   partly  becaufe    of  their  wickednefs,   and  partly 
becaufe  of  the  jultice  of  GOD  ;   who,  as  he  hath  an  antece- 
dent and  gracious  will  to  do  men  good  ;    fo  he  hath  a  con- 
fequent  and  judiciary  will,   ot  giving  up  obllinate  men  to 
their  own  hearts'  lufts,  and  of  permitting  them  to  dafh  againft 
Chrift,  and  other  rneans  of  life,   and  fo  to  fail  into  endlefs 
mifery ;    which  made  Pro/per  fay,   "  They  that  have  defpi- 
"  fed  GOD's  inviting  will,   fliall  feel  his  revenging  wilK" 

Now  if  this  be  the  meaning  of  thefe  fcriptures,  then  do 
they  not  thwart  that  which  hath  been  faid  of  GOD's  graci-^; 
ous  intent  of  promoting  the  eternal  good  of  men  by  his  blef- 
fings beftowed  upon  them  :  for  no  finful  event  is  properly 
under  GOD's  decree,  but  under  his  prefcience  only,  or  at 
moft  under  a  permiffive  decree  :  and  many  things  happen  in 
the  world  which  are  befide  the  antecedent  and  principal  pur^, 
pofe  of  GOD  ;  not  becaufe  there  is  any  want  of  power  in 
GOD,  but  becaufe  his  will  is  often  conditional,  and  there- 
fore not  effefted,  becaufe  the  condition  is  not  performed. 

But  by  the  opinion  of  abfolute  reprobation,  the  gifts  both 
of  nature  and  grace  have  another  end  :  either  GOD  doth 
not  mean  them  tothofe  that  perifli^  although  they  enjoy 
them,  becaufe  they  are  mingled  in  the  world  with  the  eleft, 
to  whom  only  they  are  direfted  ;  or  if  he  do,  he  meaneth  - 
they  fliall  have  them,  and  be  lifted  up  by  them  above  thr 
common  rank  of  men,  that  their  fall  may  be  the  greater. 
And  fo  much  is  faid  by  the  chief  defenders  of  it.  "  GOD 
**  fendeth  his  word  to  reprobates,"  faith  Calvin,  *'  that  they 
"might   be  made  more  deaf;   he  fciteth  up  a  light  before 

•*  them. 
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"  them,  to  make  them  the  bUnder  ;  he  giveth  them  a  reme- 
"  dy,  that  they  might  not  be  healed,"  And,  faith  Beza, 
"  It  fhould  not  feem  abfurd  unto  us,  that  GOD  {hould  oiffer 
"  his  grace  in  the  word  and  facraments,  not  that  they  mi^ht 
"  be  faved  by  it,  but  that  they  might  be  obnoxious  to  the 
*'  forer  punifhment.''  So  Maccovius,  "  Chrilt  knockethat 
*'  the  hearts  of  reprobates,  who  he  knoweth  neither  can  or 
**  will  open  unto  him  ;  not  that  he  may  enter  in,  but  partly 
"  that  he  may  upbraid  them  for  their  impotency,  and  partly 
*'  that  he  may  increafe  their  damnation/' 

More  particularly  by  this  doflrine, 

J,  Chrift  came  not  into  the  world  to  procure  th?  falvati-. 
on  of  them  thatperilh,  becaufe  they  were  inevitably  ordain- 
ed to  perifh. 

II.  The  word  of  grace  is  not  fent  to  them  :  or  if  it  be,  it 
is  fent  that  they  might  flight  it  or  contemn  it,  and  fo  increafe 
their  damnation  by  contemning  it ;  vyhich  being  fo,  thefe 
inconveniencies  will  arife  : 

1.  That  GOD  is  a  ?nere  deluder  of  miferable  men,  whom 
he  calleth  to  falvation  in  tlie  name  of  his  Son  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  word  :  for  what  elfe  can  he  be,  that  pretendeth 
their  good,  whom  he  fully  intendeth  to  ruin  ? 

2.  That  mini fters  are  but  falfe  witnefTes,  becaufe  in  their 
miniftry  they  offer  falvation  conditionally  to  many,  whofQ 
damnation  is  determined  abfolutely. 

3.  The  miniftry  of  the  word  cannot  leave  men  without  ex- 
cufe  :  for  reprobates  may  have  this  juft  plea  ;  ■*  Lord,  doeft 
''  thou  puniOi  us  for  not  believing  in  thy  Son,  when  thou 
*'  didft  call  us  to  believe  by  the  preaching  of  thy  word  ? 
*'  Why  ?  Thou  didft  decree  to  leave  us  in  Adams  fin  ;  to 
*'  give  us  neither  power  to  believe,  nor  a  Chrift  to  believe 
*'  in.  How  canft  thou  juftly  charge  us  with  fin,  or  in- 
**  crcafe  our  punifhment  for  not  believing  in  him,  whom 
''  thou  didft  refolve,  before  the  world  was,  that  we  fhould 
^'  never  believe  in  ?" 

III.  The  facraments  alfo,  by  this  opinion,  fignify  no- 
thing, feal  nothing,  confer  nothing  to  fuch  as  are  not  faved; 

but 


OF    DAMNATION    DISPROVED.  Ill 

biit  are   mere  blanks  to  them,   not  through  the  fault  of  the 
men,  but  by  the  primary  and  abfolute  will  of  GOD. 

Lailly,  GOD's  other  gifts  which  he  beftoweth  upon 
men,  of  what  nature  foever  they  be,  are,  to  the  moft  that 
receive  them,   in  GOD's  abfolute  intention, 

1.  Unprojitalle^  fuch  as  (hall  never  do  them  good  in  re- 
Jerence  to  their  eternal  condition. 

2.  Hurtful ;  given  them  not  out  of  love,  but  extreme 
hatred  ;  not  that  they  might  ufe  them  well,  and  be  bleffed 
in  fo  doing,  but  that  they  might  ufe  them  ill,  and  by  ill 
ufing  of  them  procure  to  themfelves  the  greater  damnation. 
GOD  lifteth  them  up,  as  the  devil  did  Chrilt,  to  the  pin- 
Hacle  of  the  t^^mple,  that  fo  they  might  fall ;  and  load- 
eth  them  with  knowledge  and  other  goodly  endowments, 
that  with  the  weight  of  them  he  might  fink,  them  down  to 
hell. 

And  fo,  by  good  cbnfequence,  GOD's  choiceft  gifts  are 
intended  and  ufed  as  fnares  to  entrap  men's  fouls.  Men 
that  have  them,  have  little  caufe  to  be  thankful  for  them  or 
\o  love  the  giver  of  them,  but  to  hate  him  rather ;  becaufe  they: 
are  but  giftlefs  gifts,  of  the  fame  nature  with  a  griping  ufurer's 
howniy ,  Jael' s  courtefy,  Saal's  marrying  oi  Michal  to  David y 
ox  a  bait  for  a  poor  filh,  which  {he  fwallowed  with  a  hook  to 
boot. 

My  fourth  general  reafon  againft  abfolute  reprobation  is, 
it  is  a  hindrance  to  piety  :  it  is  a  doftrine  that  ferveth  great^ 
]y  to  difcourage  holinefs,  and  encourage  profanenefs.  It 
maketh  minifters,  by  its  natural  miport,  negligent  in  their 
preaching,  praying,  and  other  fervices,  which  are  ordained 
of  GOD  for  the  eternal  good  of  his  people.  It  maketh  peo- 
ple carelefs  in  hearing,  reading,  praymg,  inftruQing  their 
families,  examining  their  confciencies,  fafting  and  mourning 
for  their  fins,  and  all  other  godly  exercifes.  In  a  word,  it 
cutteth  afunder  the  very  finews  of  religion,  and  puUeth  away 
the  flrongeit  inducements  to  a  holy  life.  Ilierefore,  it  is 
no  true  and  wholefome  doftrine. 


That 
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That  it  doth  fo,   will  appear  by  thefe  reafons  that  follow, 
I.   It  taketh  away  hope  and  fear  ;  hope  of  attaining  any- 
good  by  godlinefs;   fear  of  fuftaining  any  hurt  by  wicked- 
nefs  :   and  fo  it  taketh  away  two  principal  props  of  religion. 
The  reafon  may  be  refolved  into  thefe  two  branches : 
1.   Hope  and    fear  uphold  godlinefs.      Were  it  not  for 
thefe,  it  would  come  to  ruin  :  by  thefe  are  men  flrongly  led 
on  to  virtue,  and  with-held  from  vice.      Hope  doth  flir  men 
up  to  begin,  and  ftrengthen  them  in  the  doing  of  any  good 
aftion  begun.      By  this  hope  of  heaven  did  our  Saviour  flir 
up  himfelf   (as  he  was  man)  to  endure  the  crofs,  and  dcfpife 
thejhame,   Heb.   xii.   2.   By  this  he  heartened  his  difciples 
to  do  and  to  fufFer  for  his  fake,    Matt.  v.    ii,  12,  and  x.  32. 
By  this  have  all   the  godly,   in  all  ages,    encouraged  them- 
felves  in  well-doing,  as   we  may  fee  in  general,    Phil.  iii. 
20,  21.   Col.  i.  5.   Tit.  ii.  12,  13.     And  in  particular,  Abra- 
ham left  his  country  and  kindred  at  GOD's  call,   becaufe  he 
looked  for  a  city,   whoje  builder  and  maker  was  GOD,  Heb. 
xi.  8,  g,  10.      Mofes  left  all  the  pleafures  and  treafures  of 
Egypt,  and  endured  afflidions  with  the  people  of  GOD,  becaufe 
he  faw  him  that  was  invifible,  and  had  refped  to  thtrecom- 
pence   of  reward^    ver.  25,  26,  27.      The  martyrs  endured 
racks,  gibbets,  lions,    fvvord,   fire,   with  a  world  of   other 
torments,  becaufe  they  looked  for  a  better  refurreBion,  \q.i  .  0^^, 
'Paul  endeavoured  always  to  keep  a  clear  confcience,  through 
the  hope  which  he  had  of  a  bleffed  refurre£tion,   Afts  xxiv. 
15,  16.      All  the  noble  and  heroic  afts  of  aftive  and  paffive 
obedience,  have  fprung  from    the  hope    of  erernal  glory. 
Soldiers,  merchants,   hufbandmen,   all  are   whetted  on    by 
hope,  to    diligence  in   their   callings,  as   daily  experience 
fheweth  us.      The  hope  of  heaven,    therefore,  is  a  great 
encouragement  to  piety. 

\ Co7itinue.d  to  page  157.3 
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the  following  difcourfe  was  written  by  our  honoured  friend 
John  Wejley,  above  five  and  fifty  years  ago,  for  the  ife 
of  his  pupils  at  Oxford,  It  does  not  indeed  firiBly  come 
within  the  letter  of  our  engagements  in  the  preface  to  thefirfl 
volume  of  our  magazine.  But  as  it  has  never'  been  puhlijh^ 
ed  in  A?nerica,  and  but  lately  in  Europe,  we  will  venture  on 
ene  exception  to  our  general  rule. 

SERMON     Xy, 

On  Luke   xxii.   19. 

l)o  this  in  remembrance  of  ma 

IT  is  no  wonder  that  men  who  have  no  fear  of  GOD, 
fhould  never  think  of  doing  this.  But  it  is  ftrange  that 
it  fhould  be  neglefted  by  any  that  do  fear  GOD,  and  defire 
to  fave  their  fouls:  and  yet  nothing  is  more  common.  One 
reafon  why  many  negleft  it  is,  they  are  fo  much  afraid  of 
eating  and  drinking  unworthily,  that  they  never  think  how 
much  greater  the  danger  is,  when  they  do  not  eat  or  drink  it 
at  all.  That  I  may  do  what  I  can  to  bring  thefe  well- 
meaning  men  to  a  more  juft  way  of  thinking,   I  fhall, 

Firft,  fhew  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  chriftian  to  re- 
ceive the  Lord's  fupper  as  often  as  he  can  ;  and  fecondly, 
anfwer  fome  objeftions. 

L  I  am  to  Ihew,  that  it  Is  the  duty  of  every  chriftian  to 
receive  the  Lord's  fupper  as  often  as  he  can. 

1.  The  firft  reafon  why  it  is  the  duty  of  every  chriftian 
fo  to  do,  is  becaufe  it  is  a  plain  command  of  Chrift.  That 
this  is  his  command,  appears  from  the  words  of  the  text. 
Do  this  in  remembrance  of  me  :  by  which,  as  the  apoftles 
were  obliged  to  blefs,  break  and  give  the  bread  to  all  that 
joined  with  them  in  thofe  holy  things,  fo  were  all  chriftians 
obliged  to  receive  thofe  figns  of  Chrift's  body  and  blood. 
Here  therefore  the  bread  and  wine  are  commanded  to  be  re- 
ceived, in  remembrance  of  his  death,  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

Vo;..  IL  Obfeiv«, 
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Obferve  too,  that  this  command  was  given  by  our  Lord, 
when  he  was  joft  laying  down  his  life  for  our  fakes.  They 
are  therefore,  as  it  were,  his  dying  words,  to  all  his  follow- 
ers. 

2s  A  fecond  reafon  why  every  chriflian  fliould  do  this, 
as  often  as  he  can,  is  becaufe  the  benefits  of  doing  it  are  fo 
great,  to  all  that  do  it  in  faith,  and  in  obedience  to  him  : 
namely,  the  forgivenefs  of  our  pafl  fins,  the  prefent  ftrength- 
ening  and  refrefhing  of  our  fouls.  In  this  world  we  are  ne- 
ver free  from  temptations.  Whatever  way  of  life  we  are  in, 
whatever  our  condition  be,  whether  we  are  fick  or  well,  in 
trouble  or  at  eafe,  the  enemies  of  our  fouls  are  watching  to 
lead  us  into  fin.  And  too  often  they  prevail  over  us.  Nov/ 
when  vv^e  are  G<:mvinced  bf  having  finned  againft  GOD, 
what  furer  way  have  we  of  procuring  pardon  from  him, 
than  the  Jlzeziing for tk  the  Lord's  death  ?  and  befeeching  him, 
for  the  fake  of  his  Son's  fufferings,   to  blot  out  all  our  fins? 

3.  The  grace  of  GOD  given  herein,  confirms  to  us  the 
pardon  of  our  fins,  by  enabling  us  to  leave  them.  As  our 
bodies  are  ftrengthened  by  bread  and  wine,  fo  are  our  fouls 
by  tWefe  tokens  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Chrift.  This  is 
the  food  of  our  fouls :  this  gives  llrength  to  perform  our 
duty,  and  leads  us  on-  to  perfeftion.  If  therefore  we  have 
any  regard  for  the  plain  command  of  Chrift,  if  we  defire 
the  pardon  of  our  fins,  if  we  wifii  for  fl:rength  to  belieVe^ 
to  love  and  obey  GOD,  then  we  fhould  negleft  no  oppor- 
trinity  of  receiving  the  Lord's  fupper.  Then  we  muft  ne- 
ver turn  our  backs  on  thd  feafl  which  our  Lord  has  prepared 
for  us.  We  muft  neg!e£t  no  occafion  which  the  good  pro- 
vidence of  GOD  affords  us  for  this  purpofe.  This  is  the 
true  rule  ;  fo  often  are  v/e  to  receive,  as  GOD  gives  us  op- 
portunity. Whoever  therefore  does  not  receive,  but  goes 
from  the  holy  table,  when  all  things  are  prepared,  either 
does  not  uriderfiand  his  duty,  or  does  tiot  care  for  the  dying 
command  of  his  Saviour,  the  forgivenefs  of  his  fins,  the 
flrengthening  of  his  foul,  and  the  refreihing  it  with  the  hope 
of  glory. 

4,  Let 


A    SERMON    ON     LUKE    XXll.    I5.  115 

4.  Let  every  one,  therefore,  who  has  euher  any  dcfire  to 
pleafe  GOD,  or  any  love  of  his  own  foul,  obey  GOD,  and 
confult  the  good  of  his  own  foul,  by  communicating  every 
time  he  can  :  like  the  firfl  chriftians,  w^ith  whom  the  chrifti- 
an  facrifice  was  a  conftant  part  of  the  Lord's-day's  fervice, 
and  for  feveral  centuries  they  received  it  almoft  every  day  : 
four  times  a  week  always.  Accordiiij^ly  thofe  that  joined 
in  the  prayers  of  the  faithful,  n^ever  failed  to  partake  of  the 
blefled  facrament.  What  opinion  they  had  of  any  who  turn- 
ed his  back  upon  it,  Ave  may  learn  from  that  ancient  canon, 
"  If  any  believer  join  in  the  prayers  of  the  faithful,  and  go 
away  without  receiving  the  Lord's  fupper,  let  him  be  excom- 
punicated,  as  bringing  ccnfufion  into  the  church  of  GOD." 

5.  In  order  to  underftand  the  nature  of  the  Lord's  fupper, 
it  would  be  ufeful  carefully  to  read  over  thofe  paffagcs  in  the 
gofpel,  and  in  the  firft  epiftk  to  the  Corinthians,  which 
fpeak  of  the  inflitution  of  it.  Hence  we  learn  that  the  defign 
of  this  facrament  is  the  continual  remembrance  of  the  death 
of  Chrift,  by  eating  bread  and  drinking  w^ine,  which  are  the 
outward  figns  of  the  inward  grace,  tlie  body  and  blood  of 
Phrift. 

6.  It  is  highly  expedieiit  for  thofe  v^ho  purpofe  to  receive 
Xhis,  whenever  their  time  will  permit,  to  prepare  themfelves 
for  this.folemn  ordinance,  by  felf-examination  and  prayen 
But  this  is  not  abfolutely  neceffary.  And  when  we  have  not 
time  for  it,  we  fhould  fee  that  we  have  the  liabitual  prepa- 
ration which  is  abfolutely  riecelTary,  and  can  never  be  dif- 
penfed  with  on  any  account,  or  any  occafion  whatever. 
This  is,  firft,  a  full  purpofe  of  heart,  to  keep  all  the  com- 
mands of  GOD.  And  fecondly,  a  fincere  dejire,  to  receive 
all  his  promiifes. 

II.  I  am,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  anfwer  the  common 
pbjeftions  againft  conflantly, receiving  the  Lord's  fupper. 

1,   I  fay,   conjiantly  receiving.      Fx)r  as  to  the  phrafe  of 

frequent  communion,   it  is  abfurd  to  the  laft  degree.      If  it 

means  any  thing  lefs  than   conftant,    it   means  more    than 

can  be  proved  to  be  the  duty  of  any  man.      For  if  we  are 

mi  obliged  to  communicate  conjiantly^  by  what  argument 

can 
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can  it  be  proved,  that  we  are  obliged  to  communicatey;r- 
quently?  Yea,  more  than  once  a  year,  or  once  in  feven 
years?  or  once  before  we  die?  Every  argument  brought 
lor  this,  either  proves  that  we  ought  to  do  it  conjlardly^  or 
proves  nothing  at  all.  Therefore  that  indeterminate,  un- 
jneaning  way  of  fpeaking,  ought  to  be  laid  ^fide  by  all 
men  of  underftanding. 

2.  In  order  to  prove  that  it  is  our  duty  to  communicate 
conftantly,  we  may  obferve  that  the  holy  communion  is 
to  be  confidered  either,  i.  As  a  command  of  GOD,  or 
2.  As  a  mercy  to  man. 

Firft,  As  a  command  of  GOD.  GOD,  our  Mediator 
and  Governor,  from  whom  we  have  received  our  life  and  all 
things,  on  whofe  will  it  depends,  whether  we  fhall  be  per- 
feftly  happy  or  perfeCily  miferable  from  this  moment  to 
eternity,  declares  to  us,  that  all  who  obey  his  commands, 
Jhall  be  eternally  happy;  all  who  do  not,  fliall  be  eternally 
miferable.  Now  one  of  thefe  commands  is,  '*  Do  this  in 
remejnbrance  of  me''  I  afk  then,  Why  do  you  not  do  this, 
when  you  can  do  it  if  you  will?  When  you  have  an  op- 
portunity before  you,  w^hy  do  not  you  obey  the  command 
of  GOD? 

g.  Perhaps  you  will  fay,  "  GOD  does  not  command 
me  to  do  this  as  often  as  I  can:'  that  is,  the  words  ''  as 
often  as  you  can,"  arc  not  added  in  this  particular  place. 
What  then?  Are  we  not  to  obey  every  command  of  GOD, 
as  often  as  we  can?  Are  not  all  the  promifes  of  GOD 
made  to  thofe,  and  thofe  only,  who  give  all  diligence;  that 
is,  to  thofe,  who  do  all  they  can,  to  obey  his  command- 
ments? Our  power  is  the  one  rule  of  our  duty.  What- 
ever we  can  do,  that  we  ought. 

A,  And  this  great  truth,  that  wc  are  obliged  to  keep 
every  commarid  as  far  as  we  can,  is  clearly  proved  from 
the  abfurdity  of  the  contrary  opinion  :  for  were  we  to 
allow  that  we  are  not  obliged  to  obey  every  command- 
ment of  GOD  as  often  as  we  can,  wc  have  no  argument 
left  to  prove  that  any  man  is  bound  to  obey  any  command 
at  anv  time.      Tor  milancc,   Should  I  aik  a  man,  why  he 

did 
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did  not  obey  one  of  the  plaineft  commands  of  GOD  ? 
Why,  for  inftance,  he  does  not  help  his  parents  ?  He 
might  anfwer,  **  I  will  not  do  it  now;  but  I  will  at  ano- 
ther time.'*  When  that  time  comes,  put  him  in  mind  of 
GOD's  command  again:  and  he  will  fay,  "  1  will  obey 
it  fome  time  or  other."  Nor  is  it  poflible  even  to  prove, 
that  he  ought  to  do  it  now,  unlefs  by  proving  that  he 
ought  to  do  it  as  often  as  he  can :  and  therefore  he  ought 
to  do  it  now,  hecaufe  he  can  if  he  will. 

5^  Confider  the  Lord's  fupper,  fecondly,  as  a  mercy 
from  GOD  to  man.  As  GOD,  whofe  mercy  is  over  all 
his  works,  and  particularly  over  the  children  of  men,  knew 
there  was  but  one  way  for  man  to  be  happy  like  himfelf, 
namely,  by  being  like  him  in  holinefs:  as  he  knew  we 
could  do  nothing  toward  this  of  ourfelves,  he  has  given 
us  certain  means  of  obtaining  his  help.  One  of  thefe  is 
the  Lord's  fupper,  w^hich  of  his  infinite  mercy  he  hath 
given  for  this  very  end,  that  through  this  means  w:e  may 
be  aflifted  to  attain  thofe  bleflSngs  which  he  hath  prepared 
for  us;  that  we  may  obtain  holinefs  on  earth  and  ever- 
lafting  glory  in  heaven. 

I  afk  then,  why  do  you  Jiot  accept  of  his  mercy  as  oL 
ten  as  ever  you  can  ?  GOD  now  offers  you  his  bleffing: 
why  do  you  refufe  it  ?  you  have  now  an  opportunity  of 
receiving  his  mercy:  why  do  you  not  receive  it  ?  You  are 
weak:  why  do  not  you  feize  upon  every  opportunity  of 
increafmg  your  ftrength  ?  Li  a  word,  confidering  this  as  a 
mercy,  he  that  does  not  communicate  as  often  as  he  can, 
has  little  wifdom, 

6.  Thefe  two  confiderations  will  yield  a  full  anfwer  to 
all  the  common  objeftions,  which  have  been  madeagainfl: 
conftant  communion:  indeed  to  all  that  ever  were  or  can 
be  made.  In  truth  nothing  can  be  objefted  agalnft  it,  but 
upon  fuppofition,  that  this  particular  time,  either  (he  com- 
munion would  be  no  mercy,  or  I  am  not  commanded  to 
receive  It.  Nay,  fhould  we  grant  it  would  be  no  mercy, 
that  is  not  enough:  for  ilill  the  other  reafon  would  hold: 
whether  it  does  you  any  good  or  none,  you  are  to  obey  the 
command  of  GOD.  7.  How- 
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7.  However,  let  us  fee  the  particular  excufes  which  mea 
commonly  make  for  not  obeying  it.  The  moft  common 
is,  "  I  am  unworthy;  and  he  thateateth  and  drinkdh  un^ 
worthily y  eateth  and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf.  There- 
fore I  dare  not  communicate,  left  I  fhould  eat  and  drinl^ 
my  own  damnation." 

The  cafe  is  this,  GOD  offers  you  a  great  mercy,  and 
commands  you  to  accept  it.  Why  do  not  you  accept  this 
mercy,  in  obedience  to  his  command  ?  You  fay,  *'  I  am 
unworthy  to  receive  it."  And  what  then  ?  You  are  unwor- 
thy to  receive  any  mercy  from  GOD.  But  is  that  a  reafon 
for  refufing  all  mercy  ?  GOD  offers  you  a  pardon  for  all 
your  fins.  You  are  unworthy  of  it,  'tis  fure,  and  he  knows 
it :  but  fince  he  is  pleafed  to  offer  it  neverthelefs,  will  not 
you  accept  of  it  ?  He  offers  to  deliver  your  foul  from  deaths 
You  are  unworthy  to  live.  But  will  you  therefore  refufe 
life  ?  He  offers  to  endue  your  foul  with  new  ftrength  :  be- 
caufe  you  are  unworthy  of  it,  will  you  deny  to  take  it  ? 
What  can  GOD  himfelf  do  for  us  farther,  if  we  refufe  hi§ 
mercy,   even  becaufe  we  are  unworthy  pt  it  ? 

8.  But  fuppofe  this  were  no  mercy  to  us  (to  fuppofcr 
which  is  indeed  giving  GOD  the  lie  ;  faying,  That  is  not 
good  for  man,  which  he  purpofely  ordered  for  his  good:) 
ftill  I  afk.  Why  do  not  you  obey  GOD's  com.mand  ?  He 
fays,  "  Do  this."  Why  do  you  not?  You  anfwer,  **  I 
am  unworthy  to  do  it."  What!  Unworthy  to  obey  GOD? 
Unworthy  to  do  what  GOD  bids  you  do?  Unworthy 
to  obey  GOD's  command?  What  do  you  mean  by  this? 
That  thofe  who  are  unworthy  to  obey  GOD,  ought  not  to 
obey  him  ?   Who  told  you  fo  ?   If  he   were  even  an  angel 

from  heaven,  let  him  be  accurjed.  If  you  think  God  him- 
felf has  told  you  fo  by  St.  Paul,  let  us  hear  his  words. 
They  are  thefe,  He  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily ^  eat- 
eth and  drinketh  damnation  to  himfelf. 

Why,  this  is  quite  another  thing.  Here  is  not  a  word 
faid  of  being  unworthy  to  eat  and  drink.  Indeed  he  does 
fpeak  of  eating  and  drinking  unworthily:  but  that  is  quite 
a  different  thing:   fo  he  has  told  us  himfelf.      In  this  very 

chapter 
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chapter  we  are  told,  that  by  eating  and  drinking  unworthi- 
ly is  meant,  taking  the  holy  facrament  in  fuch  a  rude  and 
diforderly  way,  that  one  was  hungry,  dnd  another  drunken. 
But  what  is  that  io  you?  Is  there  any  danger  oF  your  do- 
ing fo?  Of  your  eating  and  drinking  thus  tinzuorthily? 
However  unworthy  you  are  to  communicate,  there  is  no 
fear  of  your  communicating  thus*  Therefore  whatever  the 
punlfiiment  is  of  doing  it  thus  unworthily,  it  does  not  con- 
cern you.  You  have  no  more  reafon  from  this  text  to 
difobey  GOD,  than  if  there  was  no  fuch  text  in  the  bible. 
If  you  fpeak  of  *'  eating  and  drinking  unworthily'*  in  the 
fenfe  St.  Paul  ufes  the  words,  you  may  as  well  fay,  *'  I 
dare  not  communicate  yi?r  ^^^r  the  church  Jlioidd  fall ^  as 
for  fear  I  fliould  eat  and  drink  unworthily,'^ 

g.  If  then  you  fear  bringing  damnation  on  yourfelf  by 
this,  you  fear  where  no  fear  is.  Fear  it  not,  for  eating 
and  drinking  unworthily;  for  that  in  St.  Paul's  fenfe,  ye 
cannot  do.  But  I  will  tell  you  for  what  you  fhall  fear 
damnation:  for  not  eating  and  drinking  at  all:  for  not 
obeying  your  Maker  and  Redeemer:  for  difobeying  his 
plain  command:  for  thus  fetting  at  nought  both  his  mer- 
cy and  authority. 

10.  We  fee  then  how  weak  fhe  objeftion  is,  '*  I  dare 
not  receive,  becaufe  I  am  unworthy."  Nor  is  it  any 
ftronger,  though  the  reafon  why  you  thirik  yourfelf  unwor- 
thy is,  that  you  have  lately  fallen  into  fin.  It  is  true,  thofe 
•*  who  have  done  any  grievous  crime,"  ought  not  to  re- 
ceive without  repentance.  But  all  that  follows  from  this 
is.  That  we  fhould  repent  before  we  come ;  not  that  v/c 
fhould  negleft  to  come  at  all. 

To  fay,  therefore,  that  *'  a  man  may  turn  his  back  up* 
on  the  Lord's  table,  becaufe  he  has  lately  fallen  into  fin  ; 
that  he  may  Impofe  this  penance  upon  himfelf,"  is  talking 
without  any  warrant  from  fcripture.  For  where  does  the 
bible  teach,  to  atone  for  breaking  one  commandm.ent  of 
GOD,  by  breaking  another  ?  What  advice  is  this,  *'  Com-" 
mit  a  ilew  aft  of  difobedience,  and  GOD  will  more  eafily 
fgrgive  the  paft  r^^  ii.  Others 
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11.  Others  there  are,  who  to  excufe  their  difobedience, 
ple^dj  that  they  are  unworthy  in  another  fenfe  :  that  they 
|'^(?^nnot  live  up  to  it ;  they  cannot  pretend  to  lead  fo  holy 
a  life,  as  conftantly  communicating  would  oolige  them  to 
do."  Put  this  into  plain  words.  I  afk^  Why  do  not  you 
accept  the  mercy  which  GOD  commands  you  to  accept? 
You  anfwer,  "  Becaufe  I  cannot  live  up  to  the  profeffion 
I  muft  make  when  I  receive  it/'  Then  it  is  plain  you 
ought  never  to  receive  it  at  all.  For  it  is  no  more  lawful 
to  promife  once  what  you  know  you  cannot  perform,  than 
to  promife  it  a  thoufand  times.  You  know  too,  that  it  is 
one  and  the  fame  promife,  whether  you  make  it  every  year 
or  every  day.  You  promife  to  do  juft  as  much,  whether 
you  promife  ever  fo  often  or  ever  fo  feldom. 

If  therefore  you  cannot  live, up  to  the  profeiTion  they 
niakp,|Mk'hp  communicate  once  .a 'week,  neither  can  yoif 
come  up  to  the  profeffion  you  make,  who  communicate  once 
a  year.  ^  But  cannot  you  indeed?  Then  it  had  been  good 
for  you  that  you  had  never  been  born.  For  all  that  you  . 
profefs  at  the  Lord's  table,  you  mull  both  profefs  and  keep, 
or  you  cannot  be  faved.  For  you  engage  nothing  there  but 
this,  That  you  will  diligently  keep  his  commandments. 
And  cannot  you  keep  up  to  this  profeffion  ?  Then  you  can- 
npt  enter  into  life.  .  «^j  ^,  .^,^  mdi^tj 

12.  Think  then  what  you  fay,  before  you  fay,  "- Youj 
cannot  live  up  to  what  is  required  of  conftant  comrnuni- 
cants."  This  is  no  more  than  is  required  of  any  com- 
municants,  yea,  of  every  one  that  has  a  foul  to  be  f^ned;  ^ 
So  that  to  fay,  *'  You  cannot  live  up  to  this,'*  is  neither  bet- 
ter nor  worfe  than  renouncing  chriflianity.  It  is  in  efieft 
renouncing  your  baptifm,  wherein  you  folemnly  entered  in- 
to covenant,  to  keep  all  his  commandments.  You  no  v  fly 
from  that  engagement.  You  wilfully  break  one  of  his  cuni- 
maudraents,  and  to  excufe  yourfelf  fay,  You  cannot  ucep 
his  commandments !  then  you  cannot  expert  to  receive  the 
promifes,  which  are  made  only  to  thofe  that  keep  them. 

13.  What  has  been  faid  on  this  pretence  againft  conflant 
communion,  is  applicable  to  thofe  who  fay  the  fame  ihuig  ., 

in 
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in  Other  words,  "  We  dare  not  do  it,  becaufe  it  requires 
fo  perfeft  an  obedience  afterwards,  as  we  cannot  promife  to 
perform."  Nay,  it  requires  neither  more  nor  lefs  perfe£l: 
obedience,  than  you  engaged  in  your  baptifm.  You  then 
entered  into  covenant  to  keep  the  commandments  of  GOD, 
by  his  help  ;  and  you  promife  no  more  when  you  commu- 
nicate. 

But  obferve  upon  the  whole,  this  is  not  fo  properly  an 
objection  againft  conftantly  communicating,  as  againft  com- 
municating at  alL  For  if  we  are  not  to  receive  the 
Lord's  fupper  till  we  are  worthy  of  it,  it  is  certain,  we  ought 
never  to  receive  it. 

-  14.'  A  fecQnd  obje6lion  which  is  often  made  againft  con- 
ilant  communion,  is  the  having  fo  much  bufinefs  as  will  not 
allow  time  for  fuch  a  preparation  as  is  neceffary  thereto.  I 
anfwer,  all  the  preparation  that  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  is 
contained  in  thefe  words,  "  Repent  you  truly  of  your  fins 
paft  :  have  faith  in  Chrift  our  Saviour."  (And  obferve,  that 
worcjis  not  here  taken  in  its  higheft  fenfe!)  "Amend  your  lives, 
and  be  in  charity  with  all  men  :  So  ftiall  ye  be  me«2t  parta- 
kers of  thefe  holy  myfteries."  All  who  are  thus  prepared, 
may  draw  near  without  fear,  and  receive  the  facrament  to 
their  comfort.  Now  what  bufinefs.  can  hinder  you  from  be- 
ing thus  prepared  ?  From  repenting  of  your  paft  fins?  From 
believing  that  Chrift  die^l  to  fave  finners  ?  From  am.ending 
your  lives,  and  being  in  charity  with  all  men?  No  bufinefs 
can  hinder  you  from  this,  unlefs  it  be  fuch  as  hinders  you 
from  being  in  a  ftate  of  falvation.  If  you  refolve  and  defiga 
to  follow  Chrift,  you  are  fit  to  approach  the  Lord's  table.  If 
you  do  not  defign  this,  you  are  only  fit  for  the  table  and  com- 
pany of  devils. 

15.  No  bufinefs  therefore  can  hinder  any  man  from  hav- 
ing that  preparation  which  alone  is  neceffary,  unlefs  it  be 
fuch  as  unprepares  him  for  heaven,  as  puts  him  out  of  a  ftate 
ot  falvation.  Indeed  every  prudent  man  will,  when  he  has 
time,  examine  himfelf  before  he  receives,  the  Lord's  fupper: 
whether  he  repents  him  truly  of  his  former  fins,  whether 
he  believes  the  promifes  of  GOD,  whether  he  fully  defigns. 
Vox.  IL  O  iQ 
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to  walk  in  his  way.<?,  and  be  in  charity  with  all  men  ?  In 
this,  and  in  private  prayer,  he  will  doubilcfs  fpcnd  all  the 
time  Ije  conveniently  can.  But  what  is  this  to  you  who 
have  not  time  ?  What  excufe  is  this,  for  not  obeying  GOD  ? 
He  commands  you  to  come;  and  prepare  yourfelf  by  prayr 
er,  as  yon  have  time ;  if  )'ou  have  not  the  time  you  wilh  to 
have,  however  come.  Make  not  reverence  to  GOD's  com- 
inand  a  pretence  for  breaking  it.  Do  not  rebel  againll  him, 
for  fear  of  offending  him.  Whatever  you  do,  or  leave  un- 
done befides,  be  fure  to  do  what  GOD  bids  you  do.  Ex-5 
amlning  yourfelf,  and  ufng  extraordinary  private  prayer  be- 
fore the  Lord's  fupper,  is  good.  But  behold  !  to  obey  is  blotter 
//z^?z  felf-examination,  and  to  hearken^  than  the  prayer  of  an 
angel. 

16.  A  third  objeftion  againft  conftant  communion  is, 
That  it  abates  our  reverence  for  the  facramcnt.  Suppofe 
it  did.  What  then  !  Will  you  thence  conclude,  thai  you 
are  not  to  receiv^e  it  conflantly  ?  This  does  not  follow. 
GOD  commands  you,  *'  Do  this."  You  may  do  it  now, 
but  will  not :  and  to  excufe  yourfelf,  fay,  "  If  I  do  it  fo  of^ 
itn,  it  v/ill  abate  the  reverence  wilh  which  I  do  it  now."^ 
Suppofe  it  did  :  has  GOD  ever  told  you  ;  That  when  the 
obeying  his  command  abates  your  reverence  to  it,  then  you 
may  difobcy  it  ?  If  he  has,  you  are  guiltlefs  ;  if  not, 
%vhat  you  fay  is  jufl  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  The  law  is 
clear.  Either  Ibew  that  the  lawgiver  makes  this  exception, 
or  you  are  guilty  before  him. 

17.  Reverence  for  the  facrament  may  be  of  two  forts: 
either  fuch  as  is  owing  purely  to  the  newnefs  of  the  thing, 
fach  as  men  naturally  have  for  any  thing  they  are  not  ufed 
to  :  or  fuch  as  is  owing  to  our  faith,  or  to  the  love  or  fear 
of  GOD.  No\v  the  former  of  thefe  is  not  properly  a  reli- 
gious reverence,  but  purely  natural.  And  this  fort  of  re- 
verence for  the  Lord's  fupper,  the  conftantly  receiving  of  it 
muR  leffen.  But  it  will  not  leffenthe  true  religious  reverence, 
but  rather  confirrn  and  increafc  it. 

18.  A  fourth  objeftion  is,  "  I  have  communicated  con^ 
ftantly  fo  long,    but  I  have  not  found  the  benefit  I  cxpeftcd.'* 

This 
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This  has  been  the  cafe  with  many  well-meaning  perfons,  and 
therefore  defcrves^o  be  particularly  confidcred.  And  con- 
^fider  this,  fir  ft.  Whatever  GOD  commands  us  to  do,  we 
are  to  do,  becaufe  he  commands,  whether  wc  feel  any  be- 
Hefit  thereby  or  no.  Now  GOD  commands,  Do  this  in 
rtiTKimhrance  of  me.  This  therefore  we  are  to  do,  becaufe 
he  commands  :  whether  we  find  prcfent  benefit  thereby  or 
not.  But  undoubtedly  we  fhall  find  benefit  fooner  or  later, 
though  perhaps  infenfibly.  We  fhall  be  infenfibly  flrength- 
ened,  made  more  fit  for  the  fervice  of  GOD,  and  more  con- 
ftant  in  it.  At  leaft  we  are  kept  from  fallmg  back,  and  pre- 
ferved  from  many  fins  and  temptations  :  and  furely  th;s 
fhould  be  enough  to  make  us  receive  this  food  as  often  as 
we  can  ;  though  we  do  not  prcfently  feel  the  happy  efTect.i 
of  it,  as  fome  have  done,  and  we  ourfclvcs  may,  when  GOD 
fees  befl. 

19.  It  has  been  fiiewn,  firll,  That  if  we  confider  the 
Lord's  flipper  as  a  command  of  Chrift,  no  m^tn  can  have  a 
due  refpect  for  that  comm^and,  who  does  not  receive  it  as 
often  as  he  can :  vSecondiy,  That  if  we  confider  the  infti- 
tution  of  it,  as  a  mercy  to  ourfelves,  no  man  who  does 
»ot  receive  it  as  often  as  he  can,  has  any  pretence  to 
chriftian-prudence;  Thirdly,  That  none  of  the  objections 
ufually  made,  can  be  any  excufe  for  that  man,  who  does 
not  at  every  opportunity  obey  this  command,  and  accepc 
ihis  mercy, 

20.  It  has  been  particularly  (hewn^  firft,  that  unworihi- 
nefs  is  no  excufe:  becaufe  though  in  one  fenfe  we  are  all 
unworthy,  yet  none  of  us  need  be  afraid  of  being  unwor- 
thy  in  St.  PauVs  fenfe;  of  eatin^^ and  drinking  uniLorthily: 
Secondly,  That  the  not  having  time  enough  for  preparation^ 
can  be  no  excufe;  fince  the  only  preparation  which  is  ab- 
folutely  necelTary,  is  that  which  no  bufinefs  can  hinder; 
nor  indeed  any  thing  on  earth,  unU  fs  fo  far  as  it  hinders 
our  being  in  a  ftate  of  falvation:  Thirdly,  That  its  abating 
our  reverence  is  no  excufe:  fince  he  who  gave  the  com- 
mand, •'  Do  this,"  no  where  adds,  "  unlefs  it  abates  your 
reverence;"  Laitly,  That  our  not  profiting  by  it  is  jio  ex- 
cufe. 
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cufe,  Cnce  it  is  our  own  fault,  in  neglefting  that  necelTar, 
ry  preparation,  which  is  in  our  own  power.  If  thofe  whor 
have  hitherto  neglefied  it  on  any  of  thefe  pretences,  will.  lay 
thefe  things  to  heart,  they  will,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  come 
to  a  better  mind,  and  never  more  forfake  their  own  mereies,:; 
OxoN,  Febi    19,    1732* 


An  extract 

Of  the  Rev^.   Mr.    JOHN   WESLEY's   Journal/ 

framAuguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ill,  1639. 
[Continued  from  page  74.] 

FINDING  the   fame  doubts  return  on   Tuefday,   I  con- 
fulted  the  oracles  of  GOD   again,  and  found  much 
comfort  from  thofe  words.   They  which  he  of  faith,  are  hi f 
fed  with  faithful  Khv^\\2im,  ■''    ,y-  .^:'-^^^   ,i[-^i,ifcnr... 

Friday  Nov.  3.  I  '^xGdichd&'^'^t.Anthotifi'^r^SMdUy^ 
5:  in  the  morning  at  St.  Botolph\  Bifhopgate,  in  the  af- 
ternoon at  Iflington,  and  in  the  evening  to  fuch  a  congre-; 
gation  as  I  never  favv^  before,  at  St.  Clement's  in  the  Strands. 
As  this  was  the  firft  time  of  my  preaching  here,  1  fuppole 
it  is  to  be  the  laft.  u^iaui  iQo^l 

On  Wednefday  my  brother  and  I  wentj  at  their  earriefl 
ciefire,  to  do  the  lafl  good  office  to  the  condemned  male-' 
faftors.  It  was  the  mofl  glorious  inflance  I  ever  faw,  of 
faith  triumphing  over  fin  and  death.  On^  obferving  the 
tears  run  fafl  down  the  cheeks  of  one  of  them  in  particulars- 
while  his  eyes  were  fteadily  fixed  upwards,  a  few  moments^ 
before  he  died,  afked,  '*  How  do  you  feel  your  heart  now  ?'* 
He  talmly  replied,  "  I  feel  a  peace,  which  I  could  not 
**  have  believed  to  be  pofiible.  And  I  know  it  is  the  peace 
**  of  GOD  which  pafl'eih  all  underfianding.'' 

My  brother   took  that  occafion  of  declaring  the  gofpel 
of  peace  to  a  large  affembly  of  publicans  and  finners.      O 

Lord 
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Lord  GOD  of  my  fathers  accept  even  rm  among  tjie^i,  an^ 
tafl  me  not  out  from  among  thy  childrtnl  :  ^v.-TT-a-.v/n 

In  the  evening^  I  proclaimed  mercy  to  my  fellow-riii«^« 
Bers  at  Bajingfhaw  church:  and  the  next  morning  at  St» 
Antholins.  Friday  to,  I  fet  out,  and  Saturday  11.  fpent 
the  evening  with  a  little  company  at  Oxford.  I  was  griev- 
ed to  Rnd  prude?ice  had  made  them  leave  ofFfinging  pfalms.- 
I  fear  it  will  not  flop  here.  GOD  deliver  me  and  all  that 
fcek  him  in  fincerity,  from  what  the  world  calls  Chnflian 
prudence!,  ,  .  .  .  ' 

Sunday  12.  I  preached  twice  at  the  Caflle.  In  the  fol- 
lowing week,  I  began  more  narrowly  to  inquire  what  the 
doftrine  of  the  church  of  England  is,  concerning  the  much 
Controverted  point  of  juftification  by  faith.  And  the  fum 
of  what  I  found  in  the  homilies  I  extrafted  and  printed 
for  the  ufe  of  others. 

Sunday  19.    I  only  preached   in   the  afternoon  at  the 
Ca/lle*     On  Monday  night  I  was  greatly  troubled  in  dreams, 
and  about  eleven    o'clock  waked  in  an  unaccountable  con- 
llernation,  without  being  able  to  fleep  again.      About  that 
time  (as  I  found  in  the  morning)  one  who  had  been  defign- 
ed   to  be  my  pupil,   but  was  not  come   into  the  porter's 
lodge   (where  feveral  perfons  were  fitting)  with  a  piftol  in 
his  h^nd.      He  prefented  this  as  in  fport^  firft  at  one,   and 
then  at  another.      He   then  attempted   twice  or  thrice  to. 
ftioot  himfelf)   but  it  would  not   go  off.      Upon  his  laying, 
it  down,  one  took  it  up  and  blew  out  the  priming.      He. 
was  very  angry,  went  and  got  frefh  prime,   came  in  again, 
fat  down,   beat  the  flint  with  his  key;   and  about  12,   pul-. 
ling  off  his  hat  and  wig,   fald,  *'  He  would  die  like  a  gen^ 
tleraan,"  and  (hot  himfelf  through  the  head. 

Thurfday  23.  Returning  from  preaching  at  the  Cafde,  I 
nlet  once  more  with  my  old  companion  in  affliftion,  C,  D^ 
who  flayed  with  me  till  Monday.  His  laft  converfation 
with  me,  was  as  follows :  ,         ^      ,  ,. 

"  In  this  you  are  better  than  you  was  dit  Savannah.  You 
know  that  you  was  then  quite  wrong.  Butyou^^re  not  right 
yet.  You  know  that. you  was  then  blind^  by,t,yqa  ,do  not 
fee  oow*  "  I  doiibt 
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"  I  doubt  not  but  GOI>  will  bring  you  to  the  right 
foundation.  But  I  have  no  hope  tor  you,  while  you  are 
oh  your  prefent  foundation.  It  is  as  different  from  the 
true,  as  the  right  hand  from  the  left.  You  have  all  to 
begin  anew. 

"  I  have  obferved  all  your  words  and  actions,  and  I  fee 
you  are  of  the  fame  fpirit  ftill.  You  have  a  fimplicity* 
But  it  is  a  fimplicity  of  your  own.  It  is  not  the  fimplici* 
ty  of  Chrift.  You  think  you  do  not  truft  In  your  owit 
works.  But  you  do  truft  in  your  own  works.  You  do 
not  believe  in  Chrift. 

*'  You  have  a  prefent  freedom  from  fin.  But  it  is  only 
a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  it,  not  a  deliverance  from  it* 
And  you  have  a  peace.  But  it  is  not  a  true  peace.  If 
death  were  to  approach,  you  would  find  ail  your  fears  return* 

*'  But  I  am  forbid  to  fay  any  more.  My  heart  finks  in 
Hie  like  a  ftone/' 

I  was  troubled.  I  begged  of  GOD  an  anfwer  of  peace, 
and  opened  on  thofe  words,  As  many  as  walk  according  to 
this  rule,  peace  be  on  them  and  mercy  and  upon  the  Ifrael^ 
GOD.  I  was  afking  in  the  evening,  that  GOD  would 
fulfil  all  his  promifes  in  my  foul,  when  I  opened  my  tefta- 
itient  on  thofe  words,   My  hour  is  not  yet  come. 

Sunday  Dec.  3.  I  began  reading  prayers  at  Bocarda  (the 
city-prifon)  which  had  been  long  difcontinued.  In  the  after- 
noon I  received  a  letter,  earneftly  defiring  me,  to  publifh  my 
account  ofG^(9r^2V?;  and  another  as  earneftlydilTuadingm.efrom 
it,  "becaufeit  would  bring  much  trouble  upon  me.'*  Iconfult- 
edGOD  in  his  word,  and  received  twosnfwers;  the  firft  £2^/?. 
xxxiii.  2.  6.  The  other.  Thou  therefore  endure  kardnefs  as 
a  good  Joldier  ^  Jefus  Chrift. 

Tuefday  Dec,  5.  1  began  reiading  prayers  and  preaching 
in  Gloucejler-Green  workhoufe,  and  on  Thurfday  in  that  be- 
longing to  St.  Thomas' %  parifh.  On  both  days  I  preached  at 
the  Cajlle.  At  St.  Thomas's  was  a  young  woman,  raving  mad; 
fcreaming  and  tormenting  herfelf  continually.  I  had  a 
llrong  defirc  to  fpeak  to  her.  The  moment  I  began  fhe  was 
ftill.  The  tears  ran  down  her  cheeks  all  the  time  I  was  tel- 
ling 


THE  JOURNAL  OF   THE  KEVD.  JOHN  WESLEY.    12/ 

ling  her,  "  Jefus  of  Nazareth  is  able  and  willing  to  deliver 
you.'*  O  where  is  faith  upon  earth  ?  Why  are  thefe  poor 
wretches  left  under  the  open  bondage  of  Satan  ?  Jefus,  Mafterl 
give  thou  medicine  to  heal  their  ficknefs :  and  deliver  thofe 
who  are  now  alfo  vexed  with  unclean  fpirits ! 

About  this  time,  being  defirous  to  know  how  the  work  of 
GOD  went  on  among  our  brethren  at  London^  I  wrote  to  ma- 
ny of  them  concerning  the  ftate  ot  their  fouls.  One  or  two  of 
their  anfv;ers  I  have  fubjoined. 


I 


My  J)ear  Friend,  whom  I  love  in  the  Truths 

Know  my  Saviour's  voice,  and  my  heart  burns  with  love 
and  defire  to  follow  him  in  the  regeneration.  1  have  no 
confidence  in  the  flefh.  I  loath  mivfelf  and  love  him  onlv- 
My  dear  brother,  my  fpirit  even  at  this  moment  rejoices  in 
GOD  my  Saviour,  and  the  love  which  is  (hed  abroad  in  my 
Ijeart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  deflroys  all  felf-love,  fo  that  I 
could  lay  down  my  life  for  my  brethren.  I  know  that  my 
Redeemer  liveth,  and  have  confidence  towards  GOD,  that 
through  his  blood  my  fins  are  forgiven.  He  hath  begotten 
me  of  his  own  will,  and  faves  me  from  fin,  fo  that  it  has 
no  dominion  over  me.  His  Spirit  bears  witnefs  with  my  fpi- 
rit, that  I  am  his  child  by  adoption  and  grace.  And  this 
is  not  for  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  I  have  done.  For 
I  am  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good 
works  :  fo  that  all  boafting  is  excluded.  It  is  now  about 
i8  years  fince  Jefus  took  poffeffion  of  my  heart.  He  then 
ppened  my  eyes  and  faid  unto  me,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins 
9re  forgiven  thee.  My  dear  friend,  bear  with  my  relating, 
after  what  manner  I  was  born  of  GOD.  It  was  an  infiaU' 
taneouxdiEi.  My  whole  heart  was  filled  with  a  divine  pov/- 
er,  drawing  all  the  faculties  of  my  fou!  after  Chrift,  which 
continued  three  or  four  nights  and  days.  It  was  as  a  migh- 
ty rufliing  wind,  coming  mto  the  foul,  enabling  me  from 
that  moment  to  be  more  than  conqueror,  over  thofe  cor- 
ruptions which  before  I  was  always  a  flave  to.  Since  that 
time,  the  whole  bent  of  my  will  h^th  been  towards  him  day 

and 
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and  night,  even  in  my  dreams.  I  know  that  I  dwell  ia 
Chrili,  and  Chrift  in  me;  I  am  bone  of  his  bone,  and  flefh 
of  his  flelh.  That  you,  and  all  that  wait  for  his  appearing, 
may  find  the  confolation  of  IJ'rael^  is  the  earneft  prayer  of 
Your  afFeftionate  brother  in  Chrift, 


I 


My  mojl  Dear  and  Honoured  Father  in  Chrift. 

N  the  20ih  year  of  my  age,  1737,  GOD  was  pleafed  to 
open  my  eyes,  and  to  let  me  fee  that  I  did  not  live  as 
became  a  child  of  GOD.  I  found  my  fins  were  great, 
(though  I  was  what  they  call  a  fpber  perfon)  and  that 
GOD  kept  an  account  of  them  all.  However  I  thought, 
if  I  repented,  and  led  a  good  life,  GOD  would  accept  me. 
And  fo  I  went  on  for  about  half  a  year,  and  had  fometimes 
great  joy.  But  laft  winter,  I  began  to  find,  that  whatever  I  did 
was  nothing.  My  very  tears  I  Found  were  fin,  and  the  enemy 
of  fouls  laid  fo  many  things  to  my  charge,  that  fometimes 
I  defpaired  of  heaven.  I  continued  in  great  doubts  and  fears, 
until  April  9,  when  I  went  out  of  town.  Here  for  a  time  I 
was  greatly  tranfported,  in  m.editating  and  feeing  the  glori- 
ous works  of  GOD  :  but  in  about  three  weeks  I  was  vio- 
lently afiauhed  again.  GOD  then  offered  a  Saviour  to  me, 
but  my  felf-righteoufnefs  kept  me  from  laying  hold  on  him. 

On  Whitfunday^  I  went  to  receive  the  bleffed  facrament, 
but  with  a  heart  as  hard  as  a  ftone.  Heavy  laden  I  was 
indeed,  when  GOD  was  pleafed  to  let  me  fee  a  crucified 
Saviour.  I  faw  there  was  a  fountain  opened  in  his  fide  for 
me  to  wafh  in  and  be  clean.  But  alas  !  I  was  afraid  to  ven- 
ture, fearing  I  fhould  be  too  prefumptuous.  And  I  knovvr, 
;ind  am  fure,  I  at  that  time  refufed  the  atonement  which  I 
might  then  have  had.  Yet  I  received  great  comfort.  But  in 
about  nine  days  time,  my  joy  went  out,  as  a  lamp  does  for 
want  of  oil,  and  I  fell  into  my  old  ftate,  into  a  ftatc  of  dam- 
nation. Yet  I  was  not  without  hope  ;  for  ever  after  that 
time  I  could  not  defpair  of  falvation  :  I  had  fo  clear  a  fight 
of  the  fountain  opeaed  in  the  fide  of  our  Lord.     But  ftilt 

whea. 
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'tvhen  I  thought  of  death,  or  the  day  of  judgment,  it  was  a 
great  terror  to  me.  And  yet  I  wa3  afraid  to  venture  to  lay 
all  n;y  fins  upon  Chrift. 

This  was  not  all.  But  whenever  I  retired  to  prayer,  I 
had  a  violent  pain  in  my  head.  This  only  {eized  me,  whea 
I  began  to  pray  earneftly,  or  to  cry  out  aloud  to  Chrift. 
But  when  I  cried  to  him  againll  this  alfo,  he  gave  me  eafe. 
Well,  I  found  GOD  did  love  me,  and  did  draw  me  to 
Chrift.  I  hungered  and  thirfted  after  him,  and  had  an 
earneft  defire  to  be  clothed  with  his  righteoufnefs.  But  I 
was  flill  afraid  to  go  boldly  to  Chrift,  and  to  claim  him 
as  wy  Saviour. 

July  3.  My  dear  fifter  came  down  to  fee  me.  She  had 
received  the  atonement  on  St.  Peter's  day.  I  told  her,  I 
thought: Chrift  died  for  me,  but  as  to  the  alTurance  fhe 
mentioned,   I  could  fay  nothing. 

i  [JulpQ^  She  went.:  That  night  1  went  into  the  garden, 
^nd  corifidering  what  (he  had  told  me,  I  faw  him  by  faith, 
whofe  eyes  areas  a  flame  of  fire  ;  him  who  juftifieth  the 
ungodly.  I  told  him  I  was  ungodly,  audit  w^as  for  m^ 
that  he  died.  His  blood  did  I  plead  with  great  faith,  to 
blot  out  the  hand-writing  that  was  againft  me.  Ttold  my 
Saviour,  that , he  had  promifed  to  give  reft  to  all  4hat  were 
heavy  laden.  This  promife  I  claimed,  and  I  faW  him  by 
faith  ftand  condemned  before  GOD  in  my  ftead..  I  faw  the 
fountain  opened  in  his  fide.  I  found,  as  I  hungered,  he 
fed  me ;  as  n^.y  foul  thirfted,  he  gave  me  out  of  that  foun^ 
tain  to  drink.  And  fo  ftrong  v\ras  my  faith;  that  if  I  had 
had  all  the  fins  of  the  whole  world  laid  upon  hue,  1  knev/ 
and  was  fure  one  drop  of  hi*»  blood  was  fufficieht  to  atone 
for  all.  •  Well,  I  clave  linto  him,  and  he  did  walh  me  in  his 
blood.  He  Iv.th  clothed  me  with  his  righteoufnefs,  and  has 
prefented  me  to  his  father  and  my  fathrr,  to  his  GOD  and 
my  GOD,  a  pure,  fpotlefs  virgin,  as  if  I  had  never  , com- 
initted  any  fin.  It  isoi^Jisfus  I  Itand,  the  Sav^iour  of  finners. 
It  is  he  that  hath  loved  me,  and  given  hirtifelf  for  me.  I 
cleave  unto  him,  as  my  furety,,  and  he  isbound  tt),  pay  GOD 
ihe  debt.      While  I  ftand  an  :thi.s-roek,-.4  am  fq re  the-  gates 
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of  hell  cannot  prevail  againft  me.  It  is  by  faith  that  I  arcjufti^ 
fied,  and  have  peace  with  GOD  through  him.  His  bloo^ 
has  made  reconciliation  to  GOD  for  me.  It  is  by  faith  I 
have  received  the  atonement.  It  is  by  faith  that  I  have  the 
Son  of  GOD^  and  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl  dwelling  in  me.  And 
what  then  (hall  feparate  me  from  the  love  of  GOD  which 
is  in  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  ? 

You  muft  thin-k  what  a  tranfport  of  joy  I  was  then  in, 
when  I  that  was  loll  and  undone,  dropping  into  hell,  felt  a 
Redeemer  come^  Who  is  mighty  to  fave,  to  fave  unto  the 
ktttrinojl.  Yet  I  did  not  receive  the  witnefs  of  the  Spirit 
at  that  time.  But  in  about  half  an  hour,  the  devil  came  with 
great  power  to  tempt  me.  However,  I  minded  him  not,  but 
went  in  and  lay  down  pretty  much  Gompofed  in  my  mind. 
Now  Si.  Paal  fays,  After  ye  believed^  ye  were  f  ale  d  with  the 
Spirit  of  promife.  So  it  was  with  me.  After  I  had  believ- 
ed on  him  that  jifiifietk  the  ungodly,  I  received  that  feal 
of  the  Spirit,  which,  is  the  eamefi  of  our  inheritance.  Bm 
at  that  time  I  did  not  know  any  thing  of  this.  My  fins  were 
forgiven  :   but  I  knew  I  was  not  yet  bonl  of  GOD. 

July  6.  In  the  morning,  being  by  myfelf,  I  found  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  was  very  powerful  upon  me  (although 
you  know  GOD  does  not  deal  with  every  foul  in  the  fame 
way.)  As  my  mother  bore  me  with  great  pain,  fo  did  1 
feel  great  pain  in  ray  foul  in  being  born  of  GOD.  Indeed 
I  thought  the  pains  of  death  were  upon  me,  and  that  my  foul 
was  then  taking  leave  of  the  body.  I  thought  I  was  going  to 
him  whom  I  faw  v/ith  ftrong  faith  ftanding  ready  to  receive  me. 
In  this  violent  agony  I  continued  about  four  hours  :  an4 
then  I  began  to  feel  the  Spirit  of  GOD  bearing  witnefs  zvith 
7rry  fpirit,  that  I  was  born  of  GOD.  Becaufe  I  was  a  child 
of  GOD,  he  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  <nto  me,  crying 
Abba,  Father.  For  that  is  the  cry  of  every  new-born  foul. 
O  mighty,  powerful,  happy  change  !  I  who  had  nothing  but 
devils  ready  to  drag  me  to  hell,  now  found  I  had  angels  to 
guard  me  to  my  reconciled  Father,  and  my  Judce;  who  juft 
before  flood  ready  to  condemn  me,  but  was  now  become 
myrighteoufnefs.  But  I  cannot  cxprefswbat  GOD  hath  done 
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for  my  foul.  No  ;  this  is  to  be  my  everlafting  employment, 
v/hen  I  have  put  off  this  frail,  finful  body,  this  corrupt, 
hellifh  nature  of  niine;  when  I  join  with  that  great  multi. 
titude  which  no  man  can  number,  in  finging  praifes  to  the 
Lamb  that  loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  for  us !  O  how  pow- 
erful are  the  workings  of  the  Almighty  in  a  new-born  foul  i 
The  love  of  GOD  was  (hed  abro^id  in  my  heart,  and  a  flame 
Icindled  there,  with  pains  fo  violent,  yet  fo  very  raviftiing, 
that  my  body  was  almoft  torn  afunder.  I  loved.  The  Spi- 
rit cried  llrong  in  my  heart.  I  fweated.  I  trembled.  % 
fainted.  I  fung.  I  joined  my  voice  with  thofe  that  excel 
in  ftrength.  My  foul  was  got  up  into  the  Holy  Mount.  I 
had  no  thoughts  of  coming  down  again  into  the  body,  I  who 
not  long  before  had  called  to  the  rocks  to  fall  on  me,  and 
the  mountains  to  cover  me,  could  now  call  for  nothing  elfe 
but  co??ie.  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly*  Then  I  could  cry  out 
with  great  boldnefs.  There,  O  GOD,  is  my  furety  !  There, 
O  death,  is  tliy  plague  !  There,  O  grave,  is  thy  deftruftion! 
There,  O  Serpent,  is  the  feed  that  (hall  for  ever  bruife  thy 
head.  O  I  thought  my  head  was  a  fountain  of  water  !  I 
was  diffolved  in  love.  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  his. 
He  has  all  charms.  H>e  has  ravifhed  my  heart.  He  is  my 
comforter,  my  friend,  my  all.  He  is  now  in  his  garden,  feed- 
ing among  the  lilies.  0  lamjick  of  love!  He  is  altogether 
lovely,  the  chiefejl  among  ten  thdujand,  O  how  Jefus  fills, 
Jefus  extends,  Jefus  overwhelms  the  foul  iti  which  he  dwells  1 
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The  Reverend  JOHN  FLETCHER, 

\Continuedfrom  page  84.] 

7.  *'  TT^OR  about  this  time  the  Countefs  of  Huntingdon 
X      erefted  a  feminary  at  Trevecka,  \n  Wales,   in  or- 
der to^  educate  pious  young  men,  of  whatever  denomina- 
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tion,  for  the  miniftry.  She  propofed  to  admit  only  fiveh  a^.- 
were  converted  to  GOD,  and  refolved  to  dedicate  them- 
felves  to  his  fervice.  They  were  at  liberty  to  flay  there 
three  years :  during  which  they  were  to  have  their  education 
gratis,  with  every  neceffary  of  life,  and  a  fait  of  clothes 
once  a  year:  afterwards  thofe  M^ho  defired  it  might  enter 
into  the  miniftry,  either  in  the  eftablifhed  church  of  Eng- 
land,  or  among  proteflants  of  any  other  denomination. 
From  the  high  opinion  which  the  Countefs  had  of  Mr. 
FUtihers  piety^  learning,  and  abilities  for  fuch  an  office,. 
fhe  invited  him  to  undertake  the  direftion  of  that  feminary. 
Not  that  he  could  promife  to  be  chiefly  refident  there;  much 
lefs  conftantly.  His  duty  to  his  own  flock  at  Madeley^ 
would  by  no  means  admit  of  this.  But  he  was  to  attend 
as  often  as  he  conveniently  could;  to  give  advice  with  re- 
gard to  the  appointment  of  maflers,  the  admiffion  or  exclu- 
sion of  ftudents;  to  overfee  their  ftudies  and  conduft:  to 
affift  their  piety,  and  judge  of  their  qualifications  for  the  work 
of  the  miniftry. 

8.  **  As  Mr.  Fletcher  greatly  approved  of  the  defign,  ef- 
pecially  confidering,  firft.  That  none  were  to  be  admitted 
but  fuch  as  feared  GOD:  and  fecondly,  That  when  they 
\\'ere  prepared  for  it,  tliey  might  enter  into  the  miniftry, 
wherever  Providence  opened  a  door:  he  readily  complied 
VvMth  the  invitation,  and  undertook  the  cliarge.  This  he 
did  without  fee  or  reward,  from  the  fole  motive  of  being  ufe- 
ful  in  the  moft  important  v^^ork  of  training  up  perfons  for 
the  glorious  oSice  of  preaching  the  gofpel.  And  fome 
months  after,  with  the  fame  view,  through  his  means  and 
11  confequence  of  your  recommendation  to  her  Ladyfliip, 
I  v/as  made  head  mailer  of  the  fchool,  or  as  it  was  com- 
monly called,  tlie  college:  though  I  could  very  ill  be  fpa- 
red  from  Kingszaood,  where  1  had  a£led  in  thai  capacity 
about  four  years. 

9.  "  As  yet  I  was  greatly  wanted  at  Kingswood,  I  had 
likewife  a  term  to  keep  at  Oxford:  fo  that  I  coi^ld  onlr 
pay  them  a  Ihort  vifit  in  January,  1770.  But  in  fpring  I 
went  to  refide  there.      Ajid  foj:  fom.e  time  things  went  on 
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€xcellently  well.      The  young  men  were  ferious,   and  made 
a  confiderable  progrefs  in  learning.      And  many  of  them 
feemed  to  have  a  talent  for  preaching.      Mr.  Fletchtr  vifit- 
ed  them  frequently,   and  was  received  as  an  angel  of  GOD. 
It  is  not  poflible  for  me  to  defcribe   the  veneration  in  which 
we  all  held  him.      Like  Elijah  in   the  fchools  of  the  pro- 
phets, he  was  revered;   he  was  loved;   he  was  almoft  ado- 
red:  and  that  not  only  by  every  ftudent,  but  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  family.      And  indeed  he  was  worthy.      Forgive 
me,   my  dear  fir.   If  you  think  I   exceed.      My  heart  kin« 
dies  while  I  write.      Here  it  was  that  I  faw,   fhall  I  fay,  an 
angel  in  human  flefh  ?   I  fhould  not  far  exceed  the  truth  if  I 
faid  fo.      But  here  I   faw  a  defcendant  of  fallen  Adam^   fo 
fully  raifed  above  the  ruins  of  the  fall,   that  though  by  the 
body    he   was  tied  down    to    earth,     yet    was    his    whole 
converfation  in  heaven:  yet  was   his  life,   from  day  to  day, 
hid  with   Chrijl  in    GOD.      Prayer,   praife,   love  and    zeaL 
all  ardent,   elevated  above  what  one  would  think  attainable 
in   this  Itate  of  frailty,   were  the  element  in  which  he  him- 
felf  continually  lived.      And  as  to  others,  his  one  employ- 
ment was,   to  call,   entreat  and  urge   them,   to  afcend  with 
him  to  the    glorious  fource   of  being  and  bleiTednefs.      He 
had    leifure  comparatively    for    nothing   elfe.      Languages, 
^rts,   faiences,   grammar,   rhetoric,   logic,   even  divinity   it- 
felf,   as  it  is  called,   were  all  laid  afide,   when  he  appeared 
in   the   fchool-room    among  the    fludents.      His  full  heart 
would  not  fufTer  him  to  be  filent.      He  m^Ji  fpeak,  and  they 
were   readier  to    hearken  to  this    fervant  and   minifter    of 
Jefus    Chrifl,    than  to  attend  to   Sallii/i,    Virgil,  Cicero,  or 
any  Latin  or  Greek  hiftorian,   poet  or  philofopher  they  were 
reading.      And  they    feldom  hearkened    long,   before   they 
were  all    in    tears,   and  every   heart  catched  fire  from  the" 
ilame  that  burnt  in  his  foul. 

10.  "  Thefe  feafons  generally  terminated  in  this.  Being 
convinced  that  to  be  filldd  with  the  Holy  Crhofi  was.  a  better 
qualification  for  the  miniilry  of  the  gofpel,  than  any  clafii- 
cal  learning,  (though  that  too  may  be  ufeful  in  its  place.) 
Aftci  fpeaking  a  while  in  the  fchooLrcom,  he  ufcd  frecjuent- 
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ly  to  fay,  *'  As  many  of  you  as  are  athirfl  for  this  fulnefs 
of  the  fpirit,  follow  me  into  my  room."  On  this,  many 
of  us  have  inftantly  followed  him,  and  there  continued  till 
noon,  wreliling  like  Jacob  for  the  bleffing,  praying  one 
after  another,  till  we  could  bear  to  kneel  no  longer.  Thisf 
was  not  done  once  or  twice,  but  many  times.  And  I  have 
fometimes  feen  him  on  thefe  occafions,  once  in  particular, 
fo  filled  with  the  love  of  GOD,  that  he  could  contain  no 
more,  but  cried  out,  "  O  my  GOD,  withhold  thy  hand, 
or  the  veffel  will  burft."  But  he  afterwards  told  me,  he. 
was  afraid  he  had  grieved  the  Spirit  of  GOD ;  and  that  he 
ought  rather  to  have  prayed,  that  the  Lord  would  have  en- 
larged the  veffel,  or  have  fuffered  it  to  break,  that  the  foul 
might  have  no  farther  bar  or  interruption  to  its  enjoyments 
of  the  fupreme  good." 

[This  is  certainly  a  juft  remarlc.     The  proper  prayer  pa 
fuch  an  occafion  would  have  been. 

Give  me  the  enlarg'd  dcfire, 

And  open,   Lord,  my  foul. 
Thy  own  fulnefs  to  require, 

And  comprehend  the  whole  \ 

Stretch  my  faith's  capacity 

Wider,   and  yet  wider  ftill  \ 
Then  with  all  that  is  in  thee 

My  ravifh'd  fpirit  fill!] 

11.  **  Such  was  the  ordinary  employment  of  this  man  oi 
GOD,  while  he  remained  at  Trevecka.  He  preached  the 
word  of  life  to  the  fludents  and  family,  and  as  many  of  the 
neighbours  as  defired  to  be  prefent.  He  was  injlant  in  fed" 
Jon^  out  of  feafcn,  he  reproved,  rebuked,  exhorted  with  all 
lon^g^'fuffering.  He  was  always  employed,  either  in  difco- 
vering  fome  important  truth,  or  exhorting  to  fome  negleft- 
cd  duty,  or  admini firing  fome  needful  comfort,  or  relating 
fome  nfeful  anecdote,  or  making  fome  profitable  remark 
or  obfervation  upon  any  thing  that  occurred.  And  his  de- 
vout foul,  always  burning  with  love  and  zeal,    led  him  to 
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iritenhingle  prayer  with  all  he  faid.  Meanwhile  his  man- 
ner was  fo  folemn,  and  at  the  fame  time  fo  mild  and  in- 
iinuating,  that  it  was  hardly  poffible  for  any  who  had  the 
happinefs  of  being  In  his  company,  not  to  be  ftruck  with 
awe  and  charmed  with  love,  as  if  in  the  prcfence  of  an  an- 
gel, or  departed  fpirit.  Indeed  I  frequently  thought,  while 
attending  to  his  heavenly  difcourfe  and  divine  fpirit,  that 
he  was  fo  different  from,  and  fuperior  to  the  generality  of 
mankind,  as  to  look  more  like  Mojes  or  Elijah,  or  fome 
prophet  or  apoftle  come  again  from  the  dead,  than  a  mor- 
tal man,  dwelling  in  a  houfe  of  clay  It  is  true,  his  weak 
and  long-afflifted  body  proclaimed  him  to  be  human.  But 
the  graces  which  fo  eminently  filled  and  adorned  his  foul, 
manlfeftcd  him  to  be  divine.  And  long  before  his  happy 
fpirit  returned  to  GOD  that  gave  it,  that  which  was  hu- 
inan  feemcd  in  a  great  meafure  to  be  jwallowed  up  of  life. 
O  what  a  lofs  did  Trevecka  fuflain  !  what  an  irreparable  lofs^ 
when  he  left  it ! 

tg2L.  "But  why  then  did  he  leave  it  ?  Why  did  he  give 
up  an  office,  for  which  he  was  fo  perfeflly  well  qualified  ? 
which  he  executed  fo  entirely  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  all  the 
parties  with  whom  he  was  concerned,  and  in  which  it  had 
pleafed  GOD  to  give  fo  manlfefl:  a  bleiTing  to  his"  labours  ? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  better,  in  tendernefs  to  fome  perfons, 
eminent  for  piety  and  ufefulnefs^  to  let  that  matter  remain 
flill  under  the  veil,  which  forgiving  love  has  caft  over  it. 
But  if  it  be  thought  that  juftlce  to  his  charafter,  and  to  the 
caufe  which  from  that  lime  he  fo  warmly  efpoufed  and  fo 
ably  defended,  requires  fome  light  to  be  call  upon  it,  it 
may  be  the  moft  inofFenfive  way,  to  do  it  in  his  own  words." 

[It  will  be  proper  to  obferve  here,  for  the  better  under- 
ftanding  of  the  following  letter,  that  fome  time  before  Mr. 
Fletcher  quitted  Trevecka,  Mr.  Btnfon  had  been  difcharged 
from  his  office  there  :  not  for  any  defeft  of  learning  or 
piety,  or  any  fault  found  with  his  behaviour  :  but  wholly 
and  folely,  becaufe  he  did  not  believe  the  doftrine  of  abfo- 
Jute  predeilination.j 

ic<.  **  The 
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13*  *'  The  following  is  an  exa6l  account  of  all  that  is 
material,  in  a  letter  he  wrote  to  me,  in  confequence  of  my 
•difmiffion  from  the  office  I  had  been  in. 

'*  Bear  Sir, 

*'  The  fame  poll  brought  me  yours,  and  two  from  my 
lady,  and  one  from  Mr.  Williams,  [the  new  m.after.]  Thofe 
contained  no  charges  but  general  ones,  which  with  me  go 
for  nothing.  If  the  procedure  you  mention  is  faft,  and 
your  letter  is  a  fair  account  of  the  tranfaftion  and  words 
relative  to  your  difcharge,  a  falfe  ftep  has  been  taken.  I 
write  this  poft  to  her  ladyfhip  on  the  affair,  with  all  pofTible 
plainnefs.  If  the  plan  of  the  college  is  overthrown,  1  have 
nothing  more  to  fay  to  it.  I  will  keep  to  my  text,  lor  one  : 
I  truft  I  Ihall  ever  be  a  fervant  of  all  :  the  confined  tool  of 
any  one  party,  I  never  was,  and  never  will  be.  If  the 
blow  that  fhould  have  been  flruck  at  the  deadfpirit,  is  ilruck 
(contrary  to  the  granted  liberty  of  fentiment)  at  dead  Arini- 
nius,  or  abfent  Mr.  Wejley — If  a  mailer  is  turned  away  with- 
out any  fault :  it  is  time  for  me  to  fland  up  with  firmnefs, 
or  to  withdraw." 

14.  *'  The  following  paragraphs  are  tranfcribed  from.  Mr. 
Fletcher  s,  letter  to  my  lady. 

*•  Mr.  Btnjon  made  a  very  juft  defence  Vvhen  he  faid,  He 
did  hold  with  me  the  pofTibility  of  falvation  for  all  men.  If 
this  is  what  you  call  Mr.  ]VeJley\  opinion  and  Arminianlfm, 
and  if  *'  every  Arminian  muff  quit  the  college,"  I  am  actual- 
ly difcharged.  For  in  my  prefent  view  of  things,  I  muft 
hold  that  fentiment,  if  1  believe  that  the  bible  is  true,  and 
that  GOD  is  love. 

*'  For  my  part,  I  am  no  party-man.  In  the  Lord  I  am 
your  fervant,  and  that  of  your  every  fludent.  But  I  can- 
not give  up  the  honour  of  being  connefted  with  my  old 
friends,  who  notwithflanding  their  failings,  are  entitled  to 
jny  refpeft,  gratitude  and  affeflion.  Mr.  WeJiey  fhall  al- 
ways be  w^elcome  to  my  pulpit,  and  I  fliall  gladly  bear  my 
leftimony,  in  his  as  \vell  as  Mr.  Whitefield's.  If  you  for- 
bid 
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Utl  your  ftudents  to  preach  for  the  one,  and  ofter  them  to 
preach  for  the  other  ;  and  if  a  mafter  is  difcarded  for  be- 
lieving, that  Chrill  died  for  all  :  then  prejudice  reigns  ; 
charity  is  cruelly  wounded;  and  party-fpiiit  fliouts^  pre- 
vails,  triumphs." 

15.  •'  Two  days  after/'  continues  Mr.  Benfon,  "  he  writes, 
*  I  am  determined  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  liberty  of  the 
college.  As  I  entered  it  a  free  place,  I  mull  quit  it  the 
moment  it  is  an  harbour  for  party-fpirit.' 

*'  This  he  was  foon  conftrained  to  do,  as  appears  from 
the  following  letter,   wrote  about  two  months  after* 

**  My  dear  friend^ 

"  On  my  arrival  at  the  college,  I  found  all  very  quiet,  I 
fear  through  the  enemy's  keeping  his  goods  in  peace.  While 
I  preached  the  next  day,  I  found  myfelf  as  much  fhackled 
as  ever  I  was  in  my  life.  And  after  private  prayer,  1  con- 
cluded I  was  not  in  my  place.  The  fame  day  1  refigned  my 
office  to  my  lady,  and  on  Wednefday  to  the  ftudents  and 
the  Lord. 

*'  Mr.  Shirley  has  fent  my  lady  a  copy  of  part  of  the  mi- 
nutes of  the  laft  conference,  [viz.  of  the  year  1770.]  They 
were  called  horrible  and  abominable.  My  lady  told  me, 
*'  She  muft  burn  againft  them  :  and  that  whoever  did  not 
fully  difavow  them  muft  quit  the  college."  She  according- 
ly ordered  the  mafter  and  all  the  ftudents  to  write  their  fen- 
timents  upon  them  without  referve.  I  did  fo:  explained 
them  according  to  Mr.  fVeJley's  fentiments;  and  approved 
the  doftrine,  though  not  cautioufly  worded.  I  concluded 
by  obferving,  that  as  after  fuch  a  ftep  on  my  part,  and  fuch 
a  declaration  on  my  lady's,  t  could  no  longer  as  an  honelt 
man  ftay  in  the  college,  I  took  m.y  leave  of  it:  wi(hing  my 
lady  might  find  a  minifter  to  prefide  over  it  lefs  infuffici- 
ent  than 

JOHN  FLETCHER." 

16.   "  Thefe  were  his  reafons  for  refigning  his  charge  at 

Trevecka.      As  the  circular  Utter  now  went  abroad,  under 

Vol.  n.  S  the 
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the  name  of  Mr.  Shirley,  inviting  the  clergy  of  all  denmni'^ 
nations  to  aiTemble  in  a  body  at  Brijlol,  to  oppofe  you  and 
the  preachers  met  in  conference,  and  oblige  you  to  revoke 
the  dreadful  herefies  contained  in  thofe  minutes:  and  as  Mr, 
Fletcher  thought  the  churches  throughout  chriftendom  to  be 
verging  very  fall  toward  Antinomianifm:  he  thought  the 
proportions  contained  in  thofe  minutes  ought  rather  to  be 
confirmed  than  revoked.  And  as  he  was  now  retired  to 
his  parifh,  he  had  more  leifure  for  fuch  a  work  than  before^ 
So  after  much  prayer  and  confideration,  he  determined  to 
write  in  defence  of  them.  In  how  able  a  manner  lie  did 
this,  I  need  not  tefl  any  that  have  read  thofe  incomparable 
writings.  I  know  not  how  to  give  the  character  of  them 
better,  than  in  the  words  of  Dr.  D-— .-,  to  whom  I  fent 
Mr.  Fletchers  checks,  with  a  recommendatory  ktter.  H€ 
anfwered  me. 

Dear  Sir^ 

When  I  firft  read  yoijrs,   I  mufl  own,   I  fufpefted  yoitt 
friendfhip   for    Mr.    Fletcher    had   made  you  too  lavifh   iri 
your  commendation  of  his  writings:   and  that  when  I  came 
to  read  them,   I  fhould  find  fome  abatements  necefTary    to 
be  made.      But  now  I  have  read  them,  I  am  far  from  think- 
ing you  have  fpoken    extravagantly;    or  indeed,   that  too 
much  can  be   faid  iri   commendation  of  them.      I  had  not 
read  his  firft  letter,  before  I  was  fo  charmed  with  the  fpirit^ 
as  well  as  abilities  of  the  writer,   that  the  gufhing  tear  could 
not  be  hindered  from  giving  full  teftimony  of  my  heart- felt 
fatisfaflion.      Perhaps  fome  part  of  this  pleafure  might  arife' 
from  finding  my  own  fentiments  fo  fully  embraced  by  the 
author.      But  fure  I  am,   the  greateft  fliare  of  it  arofe  from 
finding  thofe  benevolent  do'ftrines  fo  firmly  eftablifhed;   and 
that  with  fuch  judgement,   clearnefs,   and  precifion,   as  are 
feldom,   very  feldom  to  be  met  with.      What  crov/ns  the 
whole   is,   the   amiable  and    chriftian    temper,   which  thofd 
who   will  not  be   convinced,    muft  however  approve,    and 
wifh  that  their  own  doftrines  **  may  be  conftantly  attend-* 
ed  with  the  fame  fpirit/* 
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17.  How  much  good  has  been  occafioncd  by  the  piib- 
Jication  of  that  circular  letter!  This  was  the  happy  occafion 
of  Mr.  Fletcher  $  writing  thofe  "  checks  to  Antinomianifm:" 
in  which  one  knows  not  which  to  admire  mod,  the  purity 
lof  the  language,  (fuch  as  fcarce  any  foreigner  wrote  bqfore;) 
i\\tjlrength  and  clearnefs  of  the  argument;  or  the  mildnefs 
m\A  fweetnefs  of  the  f[)irit  that  brcathtrs  throughout  the  whole. 
Infomuch  that  I  nothing  wonder  at  a  feripus  clergyman, 
who  being  refolved  to  live  and  die  in  his  own  opinion,  when 
he  was  preffed  to  read  them,  replied,  **  No,  I  will  never 
read  Mr.  Fletchers  checks:  for  if  I  did^  I  ihould  be  of  his 
jnind/' 

18.  A  ftiort  extraft  from  another  of  his  letters,  will  fliew 
what  was  his  ftate  of  mind  at  this  crifis.  "  How  much  wa- 
ter, fays  he,  may  at  lali  rufh  oqt  from  a  little  opening? 
What  are  our  dear  L — 's  jealoufies  come  to?  Ah  poor  col- 
lege! Their  conduft,  among  other  reafons,  has  {lirred  me 
up  to  write  in  defence  of  the  minutes.  Methinks  I  dream, 
when  1  refieft,  I  have  wrote  controverfy — the  laft  fubjeft 
I  thought  I  fnould  meddle  with.  I  expcft  to  be  roughly 
handled  on  the  account.  Lord,  prepare  me  for  every 
ibing  thou  called  me  to! 

CHAP.     V. 

From  his  leaving  Trevecka,  to  his  going  to  Brijiol, 

|.  TT^HE  frequent  joqrnies  lie  took  to  and  from  Tre^ 
JL  vecka^  while  he  prefided  over  the  college,  in  all 
weathers,  and  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  farther  impaired 
the  firmnefs  of  his  conftitution.  And  in  fomiC  of  thofe 
journies,  he  had  not  only  difficulties,  but  dangers  likewife 
to  encounter.  One  day,  as  he  was  riding  over  a  wooden 
bridge,  juft  as  he  got  to  the  middle  thereof  it  broke  in* 
The  mare's  fore-legs  funk  into  the  river,  but  her  breaft  and 
hinder  parts  were  kept  up  by  the  bridge.  In  that  pofition 
The  lay,  as  Hill  as  if  Ihe  had  been  dead,  till  he  got  over  her 
l^eck,  and  took  off  his  bags,  in  which  were  feveral  manu- 

fcripts, 
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fcrlpts,  the  fpoiling  of  which  would  have  occaOoned  him 
much  trouble.  He  then  endeavoured  to  raife  her  up  ;  but 
ilie  wpuld  not  flir,  till  he  went  over  the  other  part  oF  the 
bridge.  But  no  fooner  did  he  fet  his  foot  upon  the  ground, 
than  ffie  began  to  plunge.  Immediately  the  remaining  part 
of  the  bridge  broke  down,  and  funk  with  her  into  the  river. 
But  prefently  flie  rofe  up  again,  fwam  out,  and  came  to 
him. 

2.  About  this  time,  Mr,  Pibnoor  being  defirous  to  fee 
the  infide  of  a  coal-pit,  Mr.  Fletcher  went  with  him  to  the 
bottom  of  a  fioping  pit,  which  was  fuppofed  to  be  near  a 
mile  under  the  ground.  They  returned  out  of  it  without 
any  inconvenience.  But  tlie  next  day,  while  feveral  colliers 
were  there,  a  damp  took  fire,  which  went  off  with  a  vaft 
explofion,   and  killed  all  the  men  that  were  in  it. 

3.  In  February  1773,  I  received  from  him  the  following 
letter  :  . 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

1  hope  the  Lord,  who  has  fo  wonderfully  Hood  by  you 
Jiitherto,  will  preferve  you  to  fee  many  of  your  Hieep,  and 
me  among  them,  enter  into  relt.  Should  Providence  caU 
vou  firfl,  I  rnall  do  my  beft,  by  the  Lord's  afTiitance,  to 
help  your  brother  to  gather  the  wreck,  and  keep  together 
thofe  who  are  not  abfolutely  bent  to  tlirow  away  the  Me- 
ihodift  doftrines  and  difcipline,  as  foon  as  he  that  now  let- 
Icth  is  removed  out  of  the  v/ay.  Every  help  will  then  be 
neceffary,  and  I  fhall  not  be  backward  to  throw  in  my 
mite.  In  the  mean  time  you  fometimcs  need  an  aiTiftant 
to  feivc  tables,  and  occafionally  to  fill  wp  a  gap.  Provi- 
dence vifibly  appointed  me  to  that  office,  many  years  ago. 
And  though  it  no  lefs  evidently  called  me  hither,  yet  I 
)iave  not  be^'Tn  without  doubt,  efpecially  for  fome  years  part, 
Vv'hetlier  it  would  not  be  expedient,  that  I  mould  refumc 
my  office  as  your  deacon;  not  with  any  view  of  prefidrng 
over  the  Meiliodlfis  after  vou;  but  to  Qnd^  you  a  little  in 
^  our  old  au,e,  and  to  be  in  the  way  of  recovering,  and  per- 
1  ?.ns  of  doing  moic  good.      I  have  fometimcs  thought,  hovvr 

fliameful 
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fhameful  it  was,  that  no  clergyman  fliould  join  you,  to 
keep  in  the  church  the  work  GOD  has  enabled  you  to  car- 
ry on  therein.  And  as  the  little  ellate  I  have  in  my  own 
country  is  fufficient  for  my  maintenance,  I  have  thought 
I  would  one  day  or  other,  offer  you  and  the  Methodifh 
my  free  fervice.  While  my  love  of  retirement  made  me 
linger,  I  was  providentially  led  to  do  fomething  in  Lady 
Huntingdon'^  plan.  But  being  fhut  out  there,  it  appears 
to  me,  I  am  again  called  to  my  firll:  work.  Neverthelefs 
I  would  not  leave  this  place,  without  a  fuller  perfuafion 
that  the  time  is  quite  come.  Not  that  GOD  ufes  me  much 
here,  but  I  have  not  yet  fufficiently  cleared  my  confcience 
from  the  blood  of  all  men.  M&antime  I  beg  the  Lord 
to  guide  me  by  his  counfel,  and  to  make  me  willing  to 
go  any  v/here,   or  no  where,   to  be  any  thing,   or  nothing. 

Help  by  your  prayers,  till  you  can  blefs  by  word  of  mouth, 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

Your  willing,   though  unprofitable  fervant  in  the  gofpel, 

Madeley,   Feb.   6,  1773.  J.    F« 

[Continued  at  Page  183.] 
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[Continued from  Page  90.] 

WEDNESDAY  13.  Preached  at  3  o'clock,  on,  BthoU 
I  Ji  and  at  the  door  and  knock.  Oh!  what  a  time  of 
£atisfa6lion  and  power  was  this  to  my  own  foul.  Went 
afterwards  to  Mr.  Taper  s,  and  many  friends  came  at  8 
o'clock.      I  was  enabled  to  preach  with  life. 

Thurfday  34.  Went  to  the  new  church.  Surely  the 
power  of  GOD  is  amongft  this  people.  After  preaching 
with  great  affiHance,  I  loc^gi:^  dii  Ifaac  Jenktnis,  and  in  the 

nigrning 


142  THE    JOURNAL    OF    BISHOP    ASBURY. 

inorning,  he  conduRed  me  to  GlouceJlcr\  and  thence  we 
went  by  water  to  Philaddphia.  Here  I  found  a  change. 
Brother  PUmore  was  come;  and  the  houfe  was  given  up; 
which  plcafed  me  well,  as  it  was  a  burden  to  the  people. 
Brother  Pilnwre  went  to  Mr.  Wallaces,  and  I  went  to  Mr. 
Wilmer's.  On  Friday  night  I  was  heavily  afflifted;  and 
dear  fifler  Wilmsr  took  great  care  of  me.  Tiie  next  morn- 
ing, through  the  mercy  of  GOD,  I  was  fomething  better; 
and  preached  in  the  evening. 

Lord's  day  17.  After  preaching  in  the  morning,  went 
to  fee  George  Hungary^  who  was  near  to  eternity.  He  had 
peace  in  his  foul.- — Some  flight  me  in  this  place,  on  account 
of  my  attention  to  difcipline  ; .  and  fome  drop  off.  But  my 
work  is  to  pleafe  GOD. 

Tuefday  19,  Went  about  16  miles  into  the  country,  and 
preached  at  11  o'clock,  with  energy  of  foul.  A  Prelby^. 
terian  minifter,  who  attended  my  preaching  this  morning, 
accompanied  me  part  of  the  way  back.  We  converfed,  by 
the  way,  on  the  evidences  of  rehgion,  the  work  of  GOD, 
and  fending  out  preachers. — This  morning  I  arofe  with  more 
fpiritual  ftrength,  and  felt  a  great  defire  to  do  the  will  of 
GOD  with  all  purity  of  intention,  defire  and  thought ;  that 
in  all  things  GOD  may  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Chrift. 

Wednefday  20.  Went  to  Trentown^  but  as  the  court 
was  fetting,  was  obliged  to  preach  in  a  fchool-houfe,  to  but 
few  people  ;  and  as  there  were  foldiers  in  the  tovt^n,  1  could 
hardly  procure  lodging. 

Thurfday  21.  Preached  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river 
to  a  few  fimple  people  ;  and  in  the  evening  at  Burlington y 
where  the  congregation  was  alfo  fmall,  on  account  of  the  iair, 

Friday  22.  In  the  morning  rode  home  in  great  pain  ; 
but  after  dinner  went  10  miles  down  the  river, 

Sunday  24.  We  rode  down  to  Greenwich^  where  I 
preached  at  10  o'clock,  to  near  300  people  collefled  from 
different  parts ;  we  then  rode  back  to  friend  Price' ^  where 
we  dined  ;  and  thence  to  Gloucejier,  which  made  near  15 
miles.  I  preached  there  at  3  o'clock,  to  about  200  peo- 
ple, and  then  went  up  the  river  in  a  boat,  to  Philadelphia^ 
where  I  preached  at  7  o'clock.  Monday 
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Monday  25.  Was  unwell,  but  went  to  Burlington,  and 
preached  in  the  evening,  though  very  fick, 

Tuefday  26.  Found  myfelf  very  unwell  in  the  morning  ; 
but  vifiied  a  prifoner  under  fentence  of  death,  and  ftrovc 
much  to  faften  conviftion  on  his  heart.  Through  the  mer- 
cy  of  GOD,  I  hope  the  poor  man  was  humbled. 

Wednefday  27.  Went  to  New-mills,  where  I  preached 
iat  4  o'clock;  and  again  at  10  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
In  our  lodgings  we  had  much  young  company  who  had  but 
little  fenfe  of  religion. — Mrs.  Hezvlings  went  wiih  me  in  a 
chair.  I  had  many  people,  Baptiils  and  otherSj  thokigb 
but  little  comfort  in  my  own  foul. 

Friday  29.      I  preached  under  the  gaol  wall ;   and  for  th^ 
benefit  of  the  prifoner,  attended  him  to  the  place  of  executi.- 
on.      When  he  came  forth,   he  roared  like  a  bull  in  a  net. 
He  looked  on  every  fide,   and  fliricked  for  help  ;   but  all  ia 
vain.      O  how  awful !   Die  he  muif*      Doubtlefs,   unprepa- 
red.     I  prayed  with  him  and  for  him.      How  difficult  it  i« 
(if  I  may  ufe  the  term)  to  drench  a  hardened  finaer  with  re- 
ligion !   I  faw  him  tied  up  ;  and  then  ftepping  on  a  waggon, 
fpokc  a  wordin  feafon,  and  warned  the  people  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come,   and  improve  the  day  of  their  gracious  vifi- 
tation,   no  more   grieving  the  Spirit   of  GOD,   left    a  day 
fhould  come,   in  which  they  m.ay  cry,  and  GOD  may  refufe 
to  hear  them.      We  then  roAQhom^io  Philadelphia^  wher-e 
1  exhorted  in  the  evening,    and  found  myfelf  much  more 
drawn  out  than  I  expefted. 

Lord's  day  31.  Preached  morning  and  evening,  with 
fome  life;  but  find  that  offences  increafe.  However,  I 
Cannot  help  it.  My  way  is,  to  go  ftraight  forward,  and 
aim  at  what  is  right. 

June  1.  Preached  this  morning  at  5  o'clock;  and  this 
day  wrote  to  Mr.  Wejley,  and  experienced  a  great  degree 
of  purity  in  my  foul. 

Tuefday  2.  Rofe  this  morning  between  4  and  5,  and  was 
much  quickened  in  preaching;  then  went  to  Haddonfield, 
about  noon — Satan  had  almoft  gained  an  advantage  over  me 

this 
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this  day:    but  the    Lord   helped  and  delivered  me,   for  "his 
mercy  and  truth's  fake,   and  granted  me  life  in  my  foul. 

Wednefday  3.  Preaching  at  5  at  Manta  creek,  was  fa- 
voured with  an  opening  and  great  powder.  After  preaching 
there,  about  100  people  went  to  Mr.  Taper  s^  1  and  \  mile* 
off.      And  there  alfo  I  preached  with  life. 

Thurfday  5.  At  Greenwich,  was  weak  in  body,  but  had 
fome  liberty  in  preaching  to  about  200  willing  people;  but 
at  Gloucejler,  preached  to  only  a  few  dead  fouls,  from  this 
ftriking  pafiage — The  word  preached  did  not  projit  them,  not 
being  mixed  with  faith  in  the?n  that  heard  it.  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  this  journey  I  have  been  kept  in  peace  and 
purity,  and  had  more  freedom,  life  and  power,  than  I  ever 
experienced  in  the  city,   or  perhaps  ever  ihall. 

Saturday  6.  Sailing  4  miles  up  the  river,  I  came  to  Phi^ 
iadelphia  in  great  comfort. 

Lord's  day,  June  7.  After  preaching  in  the  mornings 
was  at  the  table  with  Mr.  Stringer ;  and  many  felt  the  pow- 
er of  GOD,  though  I  felt  but  little  myfelf.  We  had  a  love- 
feaft  to-day,  and  many  could  teflify  that  GOD  was  with  us  : 
ieveral  of  our  ^dfr/ry-friends  fpake  of  the  power  of  GOD^ 
-with  freedom. 

Monday  8.  With  much  difagreeable  company,  I  fet  off 
for  Trentown  ;  where  many  felt  the  divine  power  accompa^ 
nying  the  word  preached. 

Wednefday  10.  After  preaching  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  I  returned  to  Philadelphia,  and  preached  in  the  even- 
ing. 

Thurfday  11.  Set  off  in  the  ftage  for  BriJIcI,  and  croffei 
the  water  to  fee  a  man  fufpefted  of  murder  ;  but  found  him 
very  ignorant  of  things  relating  to  his  foul  ;  I  then  returned 
to  Philaddphia  very  unwell. 

Friday  12.  In  the  morning  I  was  a  Httle  better,  and  rofe 
to  preach  at  5  o'clock.  The  Lord  was  with  me  this  day 
at  interceffion. 

Saturday  13.  Hitherto  the  Loid  hath  helped.  Praifed 
be  his  dear  name  ! 

Lord's 
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Lord's  day,  June  14.  After  preaching  m  the  mbnilng 
With  fome  freedom  of  mind,  went  to  St.  Paul\\,  and 
afterwards  fpent  the  afternoon  in  my  room  ;  then  preached 
and  met  the  fociety  in  the  evening;  but  felt  great  drynefs^ 
and  was  grieved  to  fee  fo  much  conformity  to  the  world,  in  the 
article  of  drefs,   among  our  people. 

Tuefday  16.^  Set  off  for  Burlington;  and  though  weak 
and  infirm,  preached  at  night,   with  liberty. 

Wednefday  17.  I  bent  my  courfe  for  New-mills  ;  but  ftill 
^•roan  for  more  life,   and  want  to  be  more  holy. 

Thurfday  18.  After  preaching  twice  at  New-mills  with 
great  liberty  and  life,  returned  to  Burlington  ;  but  was  very 
ill  that  night ;  and  though  quite  unwell  the  next  morning, 
yet  proceeded  on  my  way  to  Philadelphia. 

Lord's  day,  June  21.  Finding  my felf  much  recovered,  I 
preached  with  fome  animation. 

Monday  22.   This  day  my  heart  was  in  deep  exercife. 

Tuefday  23,  Walked  down  to  Qloucejicr-y^omx.,  and  then 
rode  to  brother  'Chew%  ■;  and  though  very  weak,  v/eary,  wet 
and  low,  while  it  rained  very  hard,  I  preached  with  fome 
power  to  many  people  from  thefe  words — As  the  rain 
cometh  down^  and  the  J  now  from  heaven^  and  returneth  not 
thither,  but  water eth  the  earth,  and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and 
hud,  that  it  may  give  feed  to  thefower,  and  bread  to  the  eater ; 
J 0  flail  my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  -oj  viy  mouth  ;  itfhall 
not  return  unto  me  void,  but  it  fhall  accomplifi  that  which  I 
pleafe,  and  itfhall  profper  in  the  thing  mhereto  1  fend  it, 

Wednefday  24.  At  Greenwich,  met  with  Mr.  Stringer^ 
who  preached  and  baptized  feveral  people  that  feemed  deeply 
affefted.  We  then  rode  together,  and  had  fome  converfation 
i^Ys.  the  infult  which  Mr.  Shirly  had  given  Mr.  JVefey, 
As  Mr.  Stringer  knew  that  Mr.  Shirly  had  preached  for  Mr. 
Wefey,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  his  doftrine,  he  was 
furprized  at  his  conduft. — He  faid  Mr.  Wefey  was  undoubt- 
edly a  good  man,  and  had  been  ufetul  to  thoufands. 

Thurfday  25.   Travelling  back  towards  Cyloiicejler,   called 

at  'Squire  Prices  ;   and  prefented  him  with  a  petition  for  rai- 

fing/^150.   to  difcharge  the  debt  on  our  preachingr-houfe  at 

'.Vol.   II.  T  Philadelphia, 
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Pliladelphia.    He   promlfed   both  to  give,  himfelf,  and  trjr 
others. 

Friday  26.  Returned  to  Philaddphia,  and  preached  at  g 
with  fome  power.  But  ftill  I  am  not  entirely  holy  in  thought, 
word  and  deed.  Will  not  the  Lord  get  the  viflory  ?  He 
furely  will,  and  I  {hall  be  holy.  I  find  that  Satan  ftrives  io 
foVv  difcord  among  us  ;  and  this  makes  me  defirous  to  leave 
the  city* 

Saturday  27.  Felt  a  great  defire  to  live  more  to  the  glory 
of  GOD  ;  and  preached  at  night  with  fome  life.  Received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Pilmore  replete  w^ith  accounts  of  his  preach- 
ing abroad,  in  the  church,  to  large  congregations  and  the  like 
My  heart  is  flill  diflreffed  for  want  of  more  of  GOD.  I 
long  to  be  wholly  given  up  to  him  ;  to  feek  no  favour  but 
what  cometh  from  him  alone.  I  want  to  breathe  after  GOD 
in  every  breath. 

Lord's  day  28.  This  v/as  a  day  of  fweet  reft  to  my  foul  -^ 
and  the  Lord  gave  me  power  to  fpeak   with  fome  affeflion. 

Monday  2g.  Set  out  for  Trentown  with  fome  loofe  and 
trifling  company  in  the  ftage.  After  preaching  in  the  even- 
ing with  fome  life  and  energy  ;  went  the  next  day  to  preach- 
in  the  field,  and  then  returned,  and  preached  with  freedom 
to  many  people  in  the  court-houfe. 

July  ift.  Went  over  the  ferry  and  preached'to  many 
people  ;  among  whom  were  fome  fine  ladies  who  behaved 
•with  airs  of  great  indifferency.  Returning  to  Trentown,  I 
preached  at  night,,  and  the  next  morning  at  5,  after  which 
fet  off  for  Philaddpkia  w^ith  unprofitable  company  ;  among 
whom  I  fat  ftill  as  a  man  dumb  ;  and  as  one  in  whofe  mouth 
there  was  no  reproof.  They  appeared  fo  fiupidly  ignorant, 
fceptical,  deiftical  and  atheiftical,  that  I  thought,  if  there 
were  no  other  hell,  I  fhould  ftrive  with  all  my  might  to  ftiun 
that.  Came  home  late  and  weary  ;  but  preached  with  fome 
comfort.  I  have  lately  been  bleft  with  much  purity  of  de- 
fire  and  fervour  of  fpirit ;  but  greatly  thirft  after  living 
more  to  GOD, 

[Continued  at  page  193-] 
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AJJiort  account  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Moore,  of  Baltimore, 
in  Maryland ;  by  Mr.  George  Shadford,  in  a  letter  to  a 
friend. 

LAST  night  I  preached  a  funeral  fermon  on  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Moore,  who  gave  up  her  foul  into  the  hands 
of  Chrift,   the  Sunday  hefore. 

She  was  awakened  about  a  year  ago  ;  and  foon  after  juf- 
tified  freely  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus.  After 
that,  fhe  was  at  times  exercifed  with  many  doubts  and  fears; 
and  had  various  trials  common  to  the  people  of  GOD.  All 
this  while  her  bodily  health  was  decaying,  for  fhe  was  in  a 
deep  confumption. 

About  a  fortnight  before  her  death,  the  Lord  faved  her 
from  all  doubt  and  fear,  and  filled  her  foul  with  his  pure 
love.  From  thenceforward  (he  was  like  a  living  flame  ; 
and  fo  filled  with  GOD,  that  every  word  fhe  fpoke  was  pe- 
culiarly weighty,  being  fo  clothed  with  divine  power,  that 
ihe  often  drew  tears  from  my  eyes,  and  thofe  who  were 
about  her. 

She  often  put  me  in  mind  of  the  raartyrs,  rejoicing,  and 
clapping  their  hands  in  the  flames  ;  for  the  GOD  of  the 
Hebrews  was  evidently  with  her  in  her  fiery  trials.  What 
elfe  could  enable  her  to  triumph  over  all  the  decays  of  na- 
ture, and  in  the  agonies  of  death  !  How  often  did  I  hear 
her  fay,  "  I  long  to  be  diflblved  and  to  be  with  Chrift  !" 
Her  happy  foul,  like  a  bird  in  a  fnare,  fluttered  to  begone! 

A  little  before  flie  expired,  flie  faid  to  her  fifter,  *'  I  am 
juft  now  going  !  Draw  near,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  praife, 
what  mufic  I  hear  !"; — She  then  flopped  a  little.  At  lafl  fhe 
faid,  "  I  cannot  flay  !  Farewel  \  Farewel !  Farewel  !"  and 
inftantly  expired,  without  either  figh  or  groan.  May  I 
alfo  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  may  my  lafl:  end  be 
like  unto  her's  !  "^  G.    S. 

Nov.  25,   J774.  Bifwp 
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Bijhop  Hall's  account  of  a  remarkahlc  Dream. 

CC  TN  my  youth,  when  I  was  2ii  Cambridge,  my  brother  Hen" 
JL  ry  lying  with  me,  early  one  morning  I  dreamed  that 
my  mother  paffed  by  with  a  fad  <;:()UQtenance,  and  told  me. 
That  fhe  would  not  come  to  my  commencement,  (having 
promifed  at  that  time  to  come  to  Cambridge.)  When  I  re- 
lated this  dream  to  my  brother  (both  of  us  waking  together 
in  a  fweat)  he  protefted  he  had  dreamed  the  very  fame.  The 
next  carrier  brought  us  word  of  our  mother's  death." 

How  can  this  be  accounted  for  on  merely  rational  priri,^ 
ciples  ? 

LETTER. 

[From  Mr.  J.  Downes,  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wefley.l 

l^ondon,  Aug.,  4,   1774. 
Rev.  Sir, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  fome  pf  the  rea- 
fonings  of  my  mind,  which  you  feem  to  be  the  beft  able 
to  anfv^er. 

Laft  winter  the  fweet  counfel  my  wife  and  I  took  toge- 
ther, was  the  means  of  reviving  my  poor  drooping  foul. 
The  more  life  we  had,  the  more  was  our  earnefl  defire  that 
I  fl}Ould  again  be  devoted  to  GOD  in  his  church. 

As  your  anfwer  to  our  letter  encouraged  that  defire,  I 
caft  inyfelf  upon  the  Lord's  afliftance,  and  preached  at  the 
Foundry.  GOD  in  his  infinite  mercy  was  pleafed  to  own 
his  poor  creature,  and  give  fuch  a  blefl^ing  to  my  own  foul, 
and  the  fouls  ot  feveral  others,  as  I  think  fully  fhewed  he 
was  well  pleafed  vyith  the  return  of  his  poor  prodigal.  Be- 
ing encouraged  by  this,  I  preached  the  week  following  at 
Brentford,  and  it  feems  that  I  am  about  as  much  hurt  by 
preaching  once,  as  I  (hould  be  in  walking  two  or  three  miles: 
both  the  one  and  the  other  gives  me  a  flow  fever,  for  which 


I 


1  tske  the  wormwood  draughts. 
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Bleffed  be  GOD,  I  am  more  and  more  convinced,  it  is 
my  duty  to  make  the  moji  of  the  (hort  remainder  of  life. 
My  cry  is  only,  Lord  what  wouldft  thou  have  me  to  do ! 
But  where  fhall  we  draw  the  line  between  faith  and  enthufi- 
afm  ?  My  wife  thinks  I  ought  to  give  up  all,  that  I  may  be 
a  preacher;  and  that  as  GOD  has  called  me  to  it,  I  ought 
to  believe  he  will  give  me  ftrength.  She  thinks  GOD  has 
fo  many  times  fhewn  her  in  prayer,  that  this  is  his  will, 
that  fhe  is  quite  willing  to  run  all  rifks;  knowing  that  our 
heavenly  Father  is  both  able  and  willing  to  fupply  all  our 
needs :  and  (he  fays,  the  Lord  has  fo  often  affured  her  that 
he  will  in  this  way  take  care  of  her,  that  I  fhall  grieve  his 
Spirit  if  I  do  not  give  up  all;  and  fhe  has  an  odd,  and  con- 
tinued impreflion  that  he  will  'make  us  both  ufeful,  and 
deliver  us  from  this  prefent,  perhaps  penal  ufeleffnefs.  Is 
this  faith  or  enthufiafm  ?  That  which  inclines  me  to  the 
former  is,  that  I  know  how  clofe  fhe  walks  with  GOD; 
and  how  many  hours  in  the  day  fhe  fpends  invprivate  pray- 
er: and  that  this  is  always  the  refult  of  her  nearefl  accefTes 
to  the  throne  of  grace.  That  ^he  Lord  may  blefs  you 
with  the  choiceft  of  his  bleffings,  is,  |lev.  Sir,  the  prayer 
pf  your  unworthy  fon  and  fervant  irx  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl, 

J.  DOWNES. 

N.  B.  A  little  after  this  he  dropt  down  dead  in  the 
pulpit,  jufl  when  he  had  concluded  his  fermon  in  Weft- 
ftreet  Chapel,   London  ! 

BlefTed  is  that  fervant,  whom  his  Lord,  when  he  comcth^ 
fhall  find  fo  doing — fhall  find  doing  the  will  of  GOD. 


A  Jhort  accouni  of  AnN    Nichols,    of  Wigan,   in 

LancaJJiire, 


A 


[Written  by  a  Friend.] 

NN  NICHOLS  was  a  fpotlefs  pattern  of  Chriftian 
perfeQion.       From   the   time  fhe   experienced  this 

blefTmg, 
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bleffing,  fhe  never  loft  a  fenfe  of  it  for  a  moment.  The^ 
cafe  was  the  fame  in  her  juftification.  She  walked  under 
a  true  fenfe  of  her  acceptance  every  n:oment  till  Ihe  was 
fanftified,  A  clearer  witnefs  of  the  doftrines  taught  by 
the  Methodifts  I  never  knew  :  the  fame  is  generally  believ. 
ed  by  our  friends  who  knew  her.  Her  life  was  chafle  and 
fpotlefs,  Gonftantly  difplaying  the  length,  and  breadth,  the 
depth  and  height  of  the  love  of  Jefus.  When  fhe  was  on 
her  death-bed,  fhe  clafped  her  arms  round  her  nurfe's  neck, 
and  faid,  with  all  the  ftrength  fhe  had,  "  The  work  of  my 
falvation  is  finiflied  !  I  can  neither  doubt  nor  fear  ;  for 
Jefus  is  now  with  me  !"  She  departed  this  life,  Dec.  15, 
1786,  and  in  the  31ft  year  of  her  age. 


AJhort  account  of  the  death  ofls/lx.  Thomas  Lee  :  in  a  letter 
to  the  Rev,  John  Wejley :  written  by  Mrs.  Lee. 

Rev.  Sir^ 

MY  dear  hufband's  laft  illnefs  began  with  a  pain  in  hia, 
foot,  which  foon  went  up  into  his  leg.  When  he 
mentioned  it,  we  thought  it  was  the  rheumatifm,  and  applied 
many  things  to  warm  it.  By  thefe  means  it  feemingly  got 
better.  After  fome  time  it  afcended  into  his  thigh,  and  be- 
came very  exquifite.  On  the  morning  before  he  died,  the 
violence  of  the  pain  abated  a  little.  But  in  the  afternoon 
it  grew  worfe  again  :  yet  b^  had  :po  apprehenCon  of  his 
death. 

The  evening  before  he  di^d,^  he  expreffed  great  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  the  Lord:  though,  as  he  faid,  the  pains 
drank  up  his  fpirits.  He  faid,  **  I  am  the  Lord's  ;  and  I 
feel  that  I  am  united  to  him  :  and  I  know  I  Ihall  be  with 
him  for  ever!" 

He  preached  twice  the  Sunday  before  he  died  ;  although 
he  went  to  the  preaching-houfe  on  crutches,  and  fat  all  the 
time  he  preached.  His  firft  text  that  day  was,  *'  All  flefh 
is  as  grafs,  and  the  glory  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  grafs  : 

the 
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ihc  grafs  wltheretii,  the  flower  thereof  fadeth  away.  But 
the  word  of  the  Lord  endureth  for  ever  ;  and  this  is  the 
word,  which  by  the  gofpel  is  preached  unto  you."  His  laft 
text  was,  *'  Surely  I  know  that  it  fhall  be  well  with  them 
that  fear  the  Lord,"  &c:  In  this  fermon,  he  faid,  *'  perhaps 
this  will  be  my  lafl  fermon  t"  and  truly  the  power  of  the 
Lord  was  folemnly  felt  by  moft  prefent.  And  as  if  he  faw 
his  end  was  near,  he  gave  out  a  funeral  hymn.  And  when 
he  came  to  thofe  words, 

**  By  faith  we  already  behold 

That  lovely  Jerufakm  here  ; 
Her  walls  are  of  jafper  and  gold. 

As  cryftal  her  buildings  are  clear," 

he  feemed  to  be  quite  tranfported  at  the  thought  of  meeting 
Jefus. 

The  night  in  which  he  died,  I  went  to  bed  as  ufual.  But 
before  I  flept,  the  pain  flew  up  to  his  heart.  On  this  I 
arofc,  and  called  in  George  EJkrick.  We  raifed  him  up, 
and  put  fomething  in  his  mouth,  which  came  out  again.  He 
was  fo  fenfible  as  to  take  my  handkerchief  to  wipe  it  up. 

We  laid  him  down  again.  He  fobbed  feveral  times,  look- 
ed up  once  and  fmiled;  clofed  his  eyes,  and  gently  fell  afleep. 

A  few  months  before,  he  told  me  he  had  never  fuch  a 
view  of  GOD's  love  towards  him,  as  he  had  that  morning 
in  prayer.  The  following  words  were  then  made  a  great 
blefling  to  him:  **  Fear  not,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee  :  I 
have  called  thee  by  thy  name  :  thou  art  mine."  From  that 
time,  I  believe  he  never  had  a  fhadow  of  doubt  on  his  mind, 
concerning  his  eternal  welfare. 

i  am.  Rev.  Sir,   yours  affeflionately, 

MARY  LEE. 

Bolton y  Sept.  9,    1786. 

AJhort 
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AJhort  account  of  a  Yorkfliire  man,   who  dug  a  pit  for  hii 
wife  and  fell  into  it  himfelf :  by  Mr.  J.  F.   of  Letds. 

Leeds,   May  5,    1786. 
e    A     FEW  weeks  ago,  a  man  in  this  neighbourhood,  who 

jlJL  was  weary  of  his  wife,  after  buying  a  piece  of  beef, 
and  rubbing  it  well  over  with  arlehic,  ordered  her  to  roaft 
it  for  dinner.  While  it  was  roafting,  the  woman  was  taken 
fo  ill,  that  though  he  prefTed  her  much,  fhe  could  iiot  eat 
a  raorfel  of  it :  and  he  making  fome  excufe  for  not  eating  of 
it  himfelf,  it  was  put  by  for  the  next  day. 

But  the  next  day  he  brought  home  fome  fifli,  and  ordered 
his  wife  to  drefs  them  for  his  dinner.  This  being  done,  he 
fat  down  and  ate  heartily.  But  before  he  had  done,  he  was 
taken  very  ill.  On  afking  his  wife  what  (he  had  fryed  the 
fifli  with  ?  {he  faid,  **  with  the  drippings  of  the  beef  I  roafted 
yefterday/'  On  hearing  this  he  cried  out,  "Then  1  am  a  dead 
man  !"  Then  throwing  down  his  knife  and  fork,  he  confef- 
fed  what  he  had  done,  and  died  in  about  two  hours  !" 

(Who  that  reads  this  account  can  help  admiring,  on  the 
bne  hand,  the  providence  of  GOD,  in  preferving  the  life 
of  this  injured  woman  ?  and,  on  the  other,  his  juflice,  in 
caufing  the  very  evil  to  fall  on  the  head  of  this  hard-hearted 
finner,  which  he  fo  cruelly  intended  fhould  fall  on  his  wife?) 


Poetry. 


On  CHARITY. 

FAIREST  and  foremoft  of  the  train  that  wait 
On  man's  moft  dignified  and  happieft  flate^ 
Whether  we  name  thee  Charity  or  Love, 
Chief  grace  below,   and  all  in  all  above; 

Come 
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Come,   prompt  me  with  benevolent  defires, 
Teach  me  to  kindle  at  thy  gentle  fires; 
And  though  difgracM  and  flighted,   to  redeem 
A  poet's  name,  by  making  thee  her  theme* 

GOD  working  ever  on  a  focial  plan, 
By  various  ties  attaches  man  to  man : 
He  made  at  firft,   though  free  and  unconfin'dp 
One  man  the  common  father  of  the  kind; 
That  every  tribe,   though  plac'd  as  he  fees  beftj 
Where  feas  or  defarts  part  them  from  the  reft^ 
DifF'ring  in  language,   manners,   or  in  face, 
Might  feel  themfelves  allied  to  all  the  race. 

Again,  the  band  of  commerce  was  defign'd 
T' aflbciate  all  the  branches  of  mankind; 
And  if  a  boundlefs  plenty  be  the  robe. 
Trade  is  the  golden  girdle  of  the  globe: 
Wife  to  promote  whatever  end  he  means, 
GOD  opens  fruitful  nature's  various  fcenes: 
Each  climate  needs  what  other  climes  produce, 
And  offers  fomething  to  the  general  ufe; 
No  land  but  liftens  to   the  common  call. 
And  in  return  receives  fupply  from  all: 
This  genial  intercourfe  and  mutual  aid. 
Cheers  what  were  elfe  an  univerfal  fliade  ; 
Calls  nature  from  her  icy-mantled  den. 
And  foftens  human  rock- work  into  men. 

Ingenious  art  with  her  exprefliv'e  face 
Steps  forth  to  fafhion  and  refine  the  race ; 
Not  only  fills  neceflity's  demands, 
But  overcharges  her  capacious  hands: 
Capricious  tafte  itfelf  can  crave  no  morej 
Than  fhe  fupplies  from  her  abounding  flore: 
She  ftrikes  out  all  that  luxury  can  afk. 
And  gains  new  vigour  at  her  endlefs  tafk. 

Vol.  II.  U  Her^ 
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Mere  is  the  fpacious  arch,  the  fhapely  fpim; 
The  painter's  pencil,  and  the  poet's  lyre: 
From  her  the  canvas  borrows  light  and  fhade, 
And  verfe  more  lading,   hues  that  never  fade. 
She  guides  the  finger  o'er  the  dancing  keys, 
Gives  difficulty  all   the  grace   of  eafe. 
And  pours  a  torrent  of  fweet  notes  around, 
Fafl  as  the  thirfling  ear  can  drink  the  found. 

Thefe  are  the  gifts  of  art,  and  art  thrives  moft 
Where  commerce  has  enrich'd  the  bufy  coall; 
He  catches  all  improvements  in  his  flight,  , 
Spreads  foreign  wonders  in  his  country's  fight; 
Imports  what  others  have  invented  well. 
And  ftirs  his  own  to  match  them,  or  e.^iceh 
'Tis  thus  reciprocating  each  with  each, 
Alternately  the  nations  learn  and  teach  ; 
While  Providence  enjoins  to  every  foul 
An  union  with  the  vaft  terraqueous  whole. 

But  ah!   what  wnfh  can  profper,   or  what  prayer. 
For  merchants  rich  in  cargoes  of  defpair, 
Who  drive  a  loathforne  traffic,   gage  and  fpari, 
And  buy  the  mufclcs  and  the  bones  of  man  ? 
The   tender  ties  of  father,  hufl^and,   friend, 
All  bonds  of  nature  in   that  moment  end, 
And  each  endures,   while  yet  he  draws  his  breathy 
A  ftroke  as  fatal  as  the  fcythe  of  death. 
The  fable  warrior,  frantic  with  regret 
Of  her  he  loves,  and  never  can  forget,- 
Lofes  in  tears  the  far-receding  ffiore; 
But  not  the  thought  that  they  mull  meet  no  more! 
Depriv'd  of  her  and  freedom   at  a  blow. 
What  has  he  left  that  he  can  yet  forego? 
Yes,   to  deep  fadnefs  fullenly   refign'd, 
He  feels   his  body's  bondage  iti  his  mind. 
Puts  off  his  generous  feelings,  and  to  fuit 
His  manners  to  his  fate,  puts  on  the  brute; 

Some 
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Some  men  make  gain  a  fountain,  whence  proceeds 

A  ftream  of  lib'ral  and  heroic  deeds: 

The  fwell  of  pity,   not  to  be  confin'd 

Within  the  fcaqty  limits  of  the  mind, 

pifdains  the  bank,   and  throws  the  golden  fands, 

A  rich  depofit,  on  the  bordering  lands. 

Thefe  have  an  ear  for  his  paternal  call, 

Who  makes  fome  rich  for  the  fupply  of  all, 

GOD's  gift  with  pleafure  in  his  praife  employ, 

And  Thornton  is  familiar  with  the  joy. 

O  could  I  worfliip  aught  beneath  the  fl^ies. 
That  earth  hath  feen,   or  fancy  can  devife, 
Thine  altar,   facred  liberty,   fliould  ftand, 
Built  by  no  mercenary,  vulgar  hand; 
With  fragrant  turf,   and  flowers  as  wild  and  faif 
As  ever  dreft  a  bank,   or  fcented  fummer-air. 
Daily,  as  ever  on  the  mountain's  height 
The  deep  of  morning  flied  a  davyning  light;    , 
Again,   when  evening  in  her  fober  veft 
Drew  the  g;-ay  certain  of  the  fading  weft; 
My  foul  {hould  yield  thee  willing  thanks  and  praife 
For  :he  chief  bjeffings  of  rny  faireft  days. 
But  that  were   facrilege — praife  is  not  thine. 
But  his  who  gave  thee,  and.preferves  thee  mine: 
Elfe  I  would  fay  (and  as  I  fpeak,  bid  fly 
A  captive  bird  into  the  boundlcfs  fky) 
Th'  United  States  adore  thee — thou  art  come 
From  Sparta  hither,  and  art  here  at  home. 
We  feel  thy  force  ftill  aftive,  at  this  hour- 
Enjoy  immunity  from  prieftly  power; 
While  confcience,  happier  than  in  ancient  years^ 
Owns  no  fuperior  but  the  GOD   fhe  fears. 

True  charity,  a  plant  divinely  nurs'd, 
ped  by  the  lovQ  from  which  it  rofe  at  firft, 
Thrive?  againft  hope,   and  in  the  rudeft  fcene; 
Storms  but  enliven  it§  unfading  green. 

Exuberant 
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Exuberant  is  the  fliadow  it  fupplies,  | 

Its  fruit  on  earth,  its  growth  above  the  fkie^i, 

To  look  at  him  who  form'd  us,   and  redeemed. 

So  glorious  now,   though  once  fo  difefteem'd ; 

To  fee  a  GOD  llretch  forth  a  human  hand 

T'  uphold  the  boundlefs  fcenes  of  his  command; 

To  recollefcl:  that  in  a  form  like  our's, 

He  bruis'd  beneath  his  feet  th*  infernal  povvei;s. 

Captivity  led  captive  rofe  to  claim 

The  wreath  he  won  fo  dearly,  in  our  name ; 

That  thron'd  above  all   height,   he  condefcends 

To  call  the  few  that  truft  in  him  his   friends; 

That  in  the  heaven  of  heavens,  that  fpace  he  deems 

Too  fcanty  for  th'  exertion  of  his  beams, 

And  fhines  as  if  impatient  to  bellow 

Life  and  a  kingdom  upon  worms  below : — 

That  fight  imparts  a  never  dying  flame, 

Though  feeble  in  degree,  in  kind  the  fame. 

Like  him,   the  foul  thus  kindl'd  from  above,. 

Spreads  wide  her  arms  of  univerfal  love, 

And  Hill  enlarg'd  as  (lie  receives  the  grace. 

Includes  creation  in  her  clofe  embrace. 

Behold  a  Chriftian— and  without  the  fires 

The  founder  of  that  name  alone  infpires. 

Though  all  accomplifhments,  all  knowledge  meet, 

To  make  the  (hining  prodigy  complete. 

Whoever  boafls  that  name,  behold  a  cheat. 

Thus  have  I  fought  to  grace  a  ferious  lay 
With  many  a  wild  indeed,   but  flowery  fpray; 
In  hopes  to  gain  v^hat  elfe  I  muft  have   loft, 
Th'  attention  pleafure  has  fo  much  engrofs'd. 
But  if  unhappily  deceiv'd  I  dream, 
And  prove  too  weak  for  fo  divine  a  theme, 
Let  Charity  forgive  me  a  millake,  Ij 

That  zeal,   not  vanity,   has  chanc'd  to  make,  ^ 
And  fpare   the  poet  for  the  fubjeft's  fake.       J 
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fOD's  Love  TO   Mankind.     Mamfejied  by  difproviiig 
his  Abfolute  Decree  for  their  Damnatiqn. 

[Concluded from  Page  112.] 

TH  E  fear  of  hell  alfo  is  a  ftrong  curb  to  hold  men  in 
from  impiety  ;  "  and  therefore,"  faith  one,  "  GOD 
"  hath  planted  in  men  a  fear  of  vengeance,  that  by  it,  as 
*•  the  fhip  by  the  rudder,  the  foul  may  be  prefently  turned 
"  afide  from  any  rocks,  gulphs,  or  quickfands  of  fin,  when 
**  it  is  near  them ;  and  may  ftcer  its  courfe  another  way." 
For  this  caufe,  the  tear  of  GOD,  and  abftaining  from  evil, 
are  often  joined  together  in  fcripture,  Job.  i.  1.  Exod.  i.  17. 
And  the  want  of  this  fear  is  made  the  root  of  all  licentiouf- 
nefs  in  finning,   Gen.  xx.  11. 

The  fecond  branch  of  this  reafon  is,  that  by  the  abfolute 
decree,  hope  and  fear  are  taken  away.  For  hope  is  pro- 
perly exercifed  about  fome  good  thing,  which  may  be  ob- 
tained ;  not  which -mud  be  obtained  of  neceiTity  :  and  the 
objcQ:  of  fear,  is  an  evil  that  may  be  efcaped.  For  fear  is 
a  fleeing  from  evil  ;  and,  therefore,  fuppofeth  the  evil  to  be 
avoidable  :  for  no  man  will  flee  from  an  evil  that  cannot  be 
prevented,  but  will  yield  up  hlmfelf  to  it,  as  Ccefar  did  his 
body  to  the  murderers  in  the  fenate-houfe.  Now,  by  this 
decree,  heaven  and  hell  are  not  objefls  polTible,  but  necef- 
fary.     Heaven  fhal!  unavoidably  be  obtained  by  thofe  that 

are 
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are  clefted,  and  hell  muft  as  certainly  be  endured  by  thofe 
that  are  reprobated.  For  men  have  no  power  to  alter  their 
eternal  eftates :  all  men  by  this  decree  are  precifely  deter- 
mined to  one  Hate,  to  neceffary  falvation  or  neceflary  dam- 
nation,  without  any  power  or  liberty  to  choofe  whether. 

And  from  hence  this  conclufion  is  clear,  that  the  abfolute 
decree  taketh  away  the  chiefeft  inducements  to  holinefs,  and 
determents  from  wickednefs  ;  and  confequently  hindereth  a 
godly  life  exceedingly. 

The  injurioufnefs  of  this  do6lrine  to  a  godly  life  may  fur- 
ther appear  by  thefe  confiderations  that  follow,  one  depend- 
ing upon   another. 

1.  Abfolute  and  peremptory  decrees  are  inevitable,  what- 
ever the  things  be,  about  which  they  are  exercifed  :  and 
men's  everlafting  ftates,  if  they  be  abfolutely  determined,  are 
altogether  undeclinable.  The  law  of  deftiny  is  undeclinable. 
And  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  it  hath  an  inevitable  caufe,  the 
adamantine  decrees  of  Almighty  GOD,  which  are  undecli- 
nable two  ways. 

1.  Irreverfible^  liable  to  no  repeal  (as  the  flatutes  are,^ 
which  are  made  in  our  parliments)  but  far  more  unaltera- 
ble than  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Perfians.  As  I  have  fpo^ 
ken,  fo  will  I  bring  it  to  pafs  :  1  have  purpofed  and  I  wilt 
do  it,  IJaiak  xlvi.  ii.  Men  many  times  recall  their  words, 
becaufe  they  utter  things  rafhly  ;  and  repeal  their  flatutes  and 
ordinances,  becaufe  they  fee  fome  inconvenience  in  them, 
which  they  could  not  forefee  :  but  GOD  never  calleth  ivl 
iiis  decrees,    becaufe  they  are  all  made  in  infinite  wifdom. 

2.  Irrejijlible.  It  lies  not  in  the  power  of  any  creature 
to  difannul  them.  Who  hath  rej^Jled  his  zvill?  Rom.  ix.  19. 
Our  GOD  is  in  heaven,  he  doth  whatfoever  he  will,  Pf,  cxv.  3. 
Whatfoever  is  once  concluded  by  his  abfolute  will,  is  no 
ways  alterable  by  the  will  of  man.  It  is  as  pollible  for  a 
ijian  to  hinder  the  rifing  of  the  fun,  or  to  flay  his  courfe  in 
the  heavens ;  to  flop  the  revolutions  of  the  year,  and  over- 
turn the  whole  courfe  of  nature,  as  to  make  the  Icall  change, 
in  any  of  GOP's  abfolute  decrees. 

II.  Men's 
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il.  Men's  aftlons  about  ends  and  things,   determined  by 
an  abfolute  decree,  are  vain  and  fruitlefs ;  becaufe  they  can- 
not  make   them  otherwife  than  they  are  determined  to  be. 
It  is  abfolutely  decreed,   the  devils  fhall  be  damned  :   were  it 
not  a  fruitlefs  thing  in  them  by  prayers,   tears,   and  endea- 
vours, to  feek  to  alter  it  ?   It  is  alfo  fimply  decreed,   that  thb 
foul  of  man  fhall  be  immortal  :   is  it  not  a  labour  in  vairt, 
for  any  man  to  ufe  means  that  his  foul  may  be  annihilated? 
it  is  ordained,   that  the  fun  fhall  rule  the  day,   and  the  moon 
the  night ;    that  the  one    fhall  finifh  hiis  proper    courfe  in  a 
year,   the  other  in  a  month  :  would  not  a  man's  endeavour 
to  make  an  alteration  in  thefe  things,  be  unprofitable  and  ri- 
diculous ?    Without  doubt  it  would  :    fo  likewife,    in  vain 
do  men  labour  to  obtain  everlafling  life,   and  avoid  eternal 
death,   if  there  be  no  power  and  liberty  in  their  hands  to 
chufe  life  or  death,   but   they  mufl  of  neceflity   take   that 
which  is  affigned  them,   be  it  life  or  death.      For  by  their 
labour  they  effefl:  jufl  nothing  :  if  they  be  abfolutely  appoint- 
ed to  deftru£iion ;  their  hearing,,  reading,  praying,  and  mourn- 
ing for  their  fins,   cannot  poffibly  procure  their  falvation  ; 
damned  they  mufl  be.      And  if  they  are  abfolutely  ordained 
to  falvation  ;   their  negleft  of  holy   duties,   their  ignorance, 
their  love  of  pleafures^  and  continuance  in  a  courfe  of  un- 
godlinefs,   cannot  bring  them  to  damnation  ;   they  mufl  be 
faved.      If  fo  many  fouls  in  a  congregation  be  in  this  manner 
decreed  to  heaven  or  hell  ;    the  minifler  preacheth  in  vain, 
and  the  people  hear  in  vain  :   for  there  cannot  one  foul  be  fa- 
ved by  all  his  or  their  pains.   Which  is  ordained  to  hell  ;   nor 
one  foul   be  cafl  away  by  his  .or  their  negligence,   which  is 
appointed  to  heaven. 

III.   Men  are  not  willing  to  be  cm.ployed  in  fruitlefs  a£li- 
©ns,   if  they  know  it. 

I  fo  run,  faith  St.  Paul,  i  Cor.  ix.  26,  27.  not  as  uncer- 
iainly  ;  Jo  fight  /,  not  as  one  that  heateth  the  air  :  but  1 
hep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjedion  ;  left  that  by 
any  means,  when  I  have  preached  to  others,  I  viyfelf  Jhould 
he  a  cajl-away.  The  meaning  is,  I  endeavour  to  keep  GOD's 
commandments;  I  fight  with  the  temptations  of  the  devil, 

the 
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the  allurements  of  the  world,  and  mine  own  corruptions;  I 
keep  my  body  low  by  watchings  and  fallings,  and  other  ex- 
ercifes  of  holy  difciplme.  But,  do  I  all  this  at  random  ?  un- 
certain whether  I  fhall  obtain  any  good,  or  prevent  any  raif- 
chief  hereby  ?  No  ;  but  I  do  this,  as  one  that  is  fure  that  by 
fo  doing  I  (hall  attain  everlafting  life;  and  without  fo  doing, 
I  cannot  avoid  eternal  death  :  intimating  in  thefe  words  the 
common  difpofition  of  men,  which  is  to  labour,  where  fome 
proportionable  good  is  to  be  gotten,  or  evil  prevented  ; 
otherwife  to  fpare  their  heads  and  hands  too. 

To  be  employed  in  fruitlefs  affairs,  is  both  a  folly  and  a 
mifery. 

1.  k  folly :  for  no  man  ufeth  deliberation  about  things  nc- 
cejfary,  faith  the  philofopher.  And  our  Saviour,  fpeaking 
of  things  above  our  power,  faith  to  his  difciples.  Matt* 
vi.  27.  Luke  xii.  26.  Why  take  ye  thought  about  fuch  things  ? 
which  is  as  much  as  if  he  had  faid,  it  is  an  argument  of  fol- 
ly in  you  to  trouble  yourfelves  about  fuch  things  as  lie  not 
in  your  power. 

2.  It  is  a  mifery  in  the  opinions  of  all  men,  as  the  fable  of 
Sifyphus  implieth,  who  (as  the  poets  feign)  is  puniflied  in 
hell  with  the  rolling  of  a  great  ftone  to  the  top  of  a  fteep  hiil, 
where  it  cannot  reft,   but  prefently  tumbles  down  again. 

The  moral  of  that  fable  is,  that  it  is  a  torment,  arid  a 
torment  fit  for  hell^  for  a  man  to  be  fet  about  any  work  that 
is  fruitlefs  and  in  vain.  Men  \till  rather  be  exercifed  in  high 
and  hard  employments  that  produce  proportionable  ends, 
than  pick  ftraws,  play  with  feathers,  or,  with  Domitian, 
fpend  their  time  in  killing  flies,  or  do  any  other  eafy  work, 
which  endeth  in  nothmg  but  air  and  emptinefs.  And,  there- 
fore, when  Balaam  onct  Jaw  that  ike  Lord  had  fully  deter- 
mined to  blefs  Ifrael,  he  gave  over,  and  fet  no  more  enchant^ 
ments.  And  reafon  tcacheth  every  man  to  do  the  like.  If 
any  man  were  fully  poffefTed  v/nh  a  perfuafion,  that  his  tem- 
poral eftate  was  determined  in  heaven,  and  that  he  (houkl 
be  worth  ji.ft  fo  much,  neither  more  nor  lefs ;  he  would  con- 
clude, that  his  care  and  pains  could  nothing  profit  him,  nor 
his  idlenefs  impoveriili  him,  and  fo  would  quickly  be  per- 

fuadcd 
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fuaded  to  take  his  eafe.  And  were  it  evident,  that  every 
common-vveahh  had  a  condition  appointed  for  it  which 
could  not  be  altered,  and  a  fatal  period  which  could  not  be 
avoided  ;  then  would  the  Hate  make  no  laws  and  ordinances 
for  the  preventing  of  its  ruin,  or  the  procuring  of  its  prof- 
perity  or  continuance. 

There  are  three  things  which  are  ufually  anfwered. 

Firfl,  That  many  of  them  who  believe  this  doftrine,  are 
holy  and  goi^men.  I  confefs  it  :  but  it  is  no  thanks  to 
their  opinion  that  they  are  fo  (the  true  and  natural  genius  of 
which  is  to  beget  floth,  and  to  countenance  men  in  carnal  li* 
berty  :)  but  either  to  GOD's  providence  (who  will  not  fuf- 
fer  this  doftrine  for  his  own  glory's  fake  and  the  good  of 
rnen,  to  have  any  great  ftroke  in  their  lives  ;)  or  to  men's 
incogitancy,  who  think  not  of  reducing  it  to  praftice,  and 
drawing  conclufions  out  of  it,  but  reft  in  the  naked  fpecula- 
tion  of  it,  as  they  do  of  many  others  :  or  lafily,  to  fome 
good  pra£lical  conclufions  which  they  meet  with  in  the  word 
of  GOD,  fuch  as,  Be  ye  holy^  as  I  am  holy — Without  holi- 
nefs  no  man  Jliall  fee  GOD — If  ye  confent  and  obey^  ye  Jliall 
eat  the  good  things  of  the  land — Godlinefs  hath  the  promifes 
oj  this  life,  and  of  the  life  to  come.  And  hence  we  may  learn 
to  meafure  this  opinion,  not  by  the  lives  of  fome  few  of  the 
men  that  hold  it,  but  by  the  natural  confequences  of  it.  No 
man  that  hath  thoroughly  fucked  it  in,  and  underftandeth 
the  force  ofit,but  will  either  quite  relinquiih  it,  or  live  accord- 
ing to  the  natural  appointment  of  it,   that  is,   hceritioufly. 

Secondly,  it  is  faid,  that  albeit  this  doftrine  teach,  That 
men  are  abfolutely  elefted,  or  abfolutely  reprobated  :   yet 

1.  It  tells  no  man  who  in  particular  is  defied,  who  le- 
jefl:ed. 

2.  It  teacheth  that  men  muft  get  the- knowledge  of  their 
election  by  good  works,  and  fo  doth  rather  encourage,  thaa 
ftifle,  honefl  endeavours. 

For  anfvver  to  the  firft  of  thefe  :  The  ignorance  of  a  man's 
particular  ftate  doth  not  aUer  the  caufe  a  jot  :  for  he  that  be- 
iievcth  in  general,  that  many,  and  they  the  greateft  compa- 
ny without  comparifon^  are  inevitably  ordained  to  deftru61i- 

A^\)L.  IL  X  on, 
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on,  and  a  few  to  falvation,  is  able  out  of  thcfe  two  general 
propofitions,  to  make  thefe  particular  conclufions  ;  either  I 
am  abfolutely  chofcn  to  grace  and  glory,  or  abfolutely  caft 
off  from  both.  It  I  be  chofen,  I  muft  ofneceffity  believe, 
and  be  faved  ;  if  I  be  caft  off,  I  muft  as  neceffarily  not  be- 
liev^e,   and  be  damned. 

What  need  I,  therefore,  take  thought  either  way  about 
ineans  or  end  ?  Mv  end  is  fixed  in  heaven,  and  the  means 
too  ;  my  final  peifeverance  in  faith,  and  rhy  falvation  ;  or 
my  continuance  in  unbelief,  and  my  damnation.  If  I  lie 
Under  this  neceffity  of  believing  and  being  faved,  or  of  dy- 
ing in  unbelief  and  being  damned  :  in  vain  do  I  trouble  my- 
felf  about  means  or  end  ;  I  may  take  mine  eafe,  and  fo  I 
will  :  it  is  enough  for  me  to  fit  down,  and  wail  what  GOD 
will  do  unto  me.  ''  Thus  TiheriiisJ'  izys  Suetonius,  "  was  the 
*'  more  negligent  in  religion,  becaufe  he  was  fully  per- 
**  fuaded,  that  all  things  came  to  pafs  by  deftiny."  And  iri 
this  manner  (it  is  to  be  feared)  do  too  miany  reafon  in  their 
hearts,  and  on  this  very  ground  (though  they  will  not  per- 
haps acknowledge  it)  encourage  themfelves  in  profanenefs. 

To  the  fecond,  I  anfwer,  that  men  ordinarily  will  not 
think  the  getting  the  knowledge  of  their  eleflion  (if  that  be 
all)  worth  all  thofe  painful  duties  of  religion  that  are  to  be 
performed,  and  all  thofe  fweet  and  pleafing  fins  which  are 
to  be  relinquiOicd  ;  they  will  reft  contented  without  it  for 
a  while,  rather  than  pay  fo  dearly  for  it :  and  the  rather,  be- 
caufe 

1.  When  they  have  gotten  it,  it  is  in  moft  but  a  weak  and 
conjeflural  knowledge,  obfcured  with  many  clouds  and  un- 
certainties. 

2.  It  muft  be  maintained  with  a  great  deal  of  pains  and 
care,  or  elfe  it  w^itrbe  loft  again.  To  the  retaining  of  it, 
is  required  a  continual  endeavour  to  keep  a  clear  confciencc, 
which  is  irkfome  and  tedious.  Men,  therefore,  had  need 
of  a  ftronger  motive  to  obedience  than  this  is,  or  clfe  they 
will  do  nothing. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  they  that  defend  and  teach  abfokite  reprobation, 
fay  they,  do  earneftly  exhort  men  to  good  works,  and  deny- 
that  any  can  be  faved  except  they  live  hoaeftly. 

So  much  was  alfo  faid  in  the  behalf  of  Epicurus^  viz. 
"  That  he  denied  that  any  man  that  lived  not  honeRly,  could 
"  live  pleafantly.'*  But  Tally  anfwered  roundly  :  *'  As  if  I 
"  cared  what  he  affirmeth  or  denieth:  this  I  afk,  what  is  meet 
"  for  him  to  fay,  who  placeth  happinefs  inpleafure?"  And 
fo  it  mattercth  not  what  thefc  men  teach,  but  what  they 
fhould  teach,  if  they  will  fpeak  confidently  with  their  own- 
conclufions. 

I  come  now"  to  my  laft  reafon  againft  abfolutc  reprobati- 
on, drawn  from  the  uncomfortahUneJs  of  it.  It  is  a  doQrine 
full  of  dcfperation  :  and,  therefore,  can  be.  no  doQrine  of 
GOD's  word  :  for  that  is  good  new^s  to  men,  a  florehoufc 
of  fweet  confolations  for  us  in  our  bell  an.d  worft  conditions. 
Thefc  things  were  written^  faith  the  apoftle.  That  by  patiend^ 
and  ccmfort  ofthejcriptures,  we  might  have  hope^  Rom.  xv.  4. 
implying,  that  therefore  was  the  Word  written,  and  left  to 
the  church,  that  by  the  comforts  comprifed  in  it,  thofe  poor 
fouls  that  look  towards  heaven,  might  never  want,  in  any 
changes  of  this  m.ortal  life,  a  fweet  gale  of  hope  to  refreOi 
them,   and  to  carry  on  their  fhip  towards  th^  haven. 

This  doftrine  leadeth  many  into  temptation,  and  into  fuch 
an  one,  as  is  as  (harp  and  dangerous  as  any  the  tempter  hath. 
The  devil  can  eafily  perfuade  a  man  that  maketh  abfolute 
reprobation  a  part  of  his  creed,  that  he  is  one  of  thofe  abfo- 
lute reprobates;  becaufe  there  are  far  more  abfolute  repro- 
bates, even  a  hundred  for  .one,  than  abfolute  chofen  ones  : 
and  a  man  hath  a  great  deal  more  reafon  to  think,  that  he  is 
one  of  the  moft,  than  one  of  the  fewefl ;  one  of  the  huge 
multitude  of  inevitable  caft-a-ways,  than  one  of  that 
little  flock  for  whom  GOD  hath  precifely  prepared  a  king- 
dom. Such  a  man  is  not  only  capable  of,  but  framed  and 
fafliioned  by  his  opinion  for  this  fuggeflion  ;  which  is  a  ve- 
ry  fore  one,  if  we  may  believe  Calvin^  Bucer^    and  Zan^ 
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Caknntt\hth  us,  that  **  the  ^evil  cannot  affault  a  believer 
*'  with  a  temptation  more  dangerous.'*  A^d  a  little  after  he 
faith,  that  "  it  is  fo  much  the  deadlier,  by  how  much  com- 
"  moner  it  is  than  any  other.  So  ordinary  is  this  temptation, 
*'  that  he  who  is  at  all  times  free  from  it,  is  a  rare  man  ;' 
[we  are  to  conceive,  that  he  fpeaketh  of  thofe  who  hold  ab- 
folute  reprobation]  "  and  fo  dangerous  it  is,  that  if  it  get 
"  ftrength,  he  who  is  under  it,  is  either  miferably  torment- 
**  ed,  or  mightily  aftonilhed."  And  a  little  after  he  faith 
again  :  *'  He  that  will  not  wreck  his  foul,  muft  avoid  this 
**  rock." 

Bucer  alfo  faith,  **  This  doubt,  whether  we  be  predeftinate 
*'  or  no,  mull  be  repelled,  as  the  head  of  every  pernicious 
**  temptation:  for  he  that  doubteth  pf  this,  cannot  believe 
**  that  he  is  called  or  juftified,  that  is,  he  cannot  be  a  chiifti- 
•'  an.  Every  man,  therefore,  muft  prefume  upon  it,  as  a 
"  principle  of  his  faith,  that  he  is  elecled.'*  And  this  very 
fpeech  of  Bucer's,  Zanchius  maketh  ufe  of  to  the  fam^e  pur- 
pofe. 

We  fee,  then,  by  thefe  teftimonies,  that  this  temptation 
is  very  dangerous  and  ordinary  too,  to  fuch  as  think  there 
are  abfolute  reprobates. 

This  truth  will  further  appear  by.  the  example  of  Petrus 
Ilofuanus^  a  fchool-mafier  in  Hungary^  who  going  to  hang 
himfelf,  fignified  in  a  writing,  which  he  left  in  his  ftudy,  the 
true  caufe  of  that  his  unnatural  aft.  In  that  writing  he  deliver- 
ed thefe  three  things  : 

1.  That  he  was  oi  Calvin  s  and  St.  Aujlins  opinion,  that 
men  are  not  dealt  with  aaording  to  their  works,  good  or  evil; 
but  there  are  more  hidden  cstufes  of  mea's  eternal  con- 
ditions. 

2.  That  he  was  one  of  that  woful  company  of  abfolute  re* 
probates,  a  vjf  I  prepared  to  dijhonour  ;  and  that,  therefore^ 
though  his  life  had  been  none  of  the  worft,he  could  not  poffi- 
bly  be  faved, 

3.  That  being  unable  to  bear  thofe  dreadful  apprehenfions 
of  wrath,  he  hanged  himfelf.     Thefe  are  fome  of  his  Jafl: 

words 
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words  there  recorded :  "  I  go  to  thofe  infernal  lakes,  an  eter- 
*'  nal  reproach  to  my  country.  I  commend  you  to  GOD, 
^*  vvhofe  mercy  is  denied  to  me." 

End  ofihe  Ahfolute  Datee  of  J^aTiination  difpromd. 
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Covet  earivjlly  the  bejl  gifts;  and  yet  If/iezo  unto  you  a  more 

^Xicllent  way, 

t.  TN  the  preceding  verfes  St.  Paid  has  been  fpeaking 
jL  of  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft:  fuch 
as  healing  the  fick,  prophefying  in  the  proper  fenfe  of  the 
word,  that  is,  foretelling  things  to  come,  fpeaking  with 
ftrange  tongues,  fuch  as  the  fpeaker  had  never  learned,  and 
the  miraculous  interpretation  of  tongues.  And  thefe  gifts  the 
apoflle  allows  to  be  defirable  :  yea,  he  exhorts  the  Corin- 
thians, at  leaft  the  teachers  among  them  (to  whom  chiefly, 
if  not  folely,  they  were  wont  to  be  given  in  the  fiift  ages 
of  the  church)  to  covet  them  earnejily,  that  thereby  they 
tnight  be  qualified  to  be  more  ufeful  either  to  chriflians  or 
heathens.  And  yet,  fays  he^  I  Jliew  unto  you  a  mare  exceU 
lent  ^i'^jy,  far  more  defirable  than  all  thefe  put  together:  in- 
afmuch  as  it  will  infallibly  lead  you  to  happinefs,  both  in 
this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come:  whereas  you  might 
jiave  all  thofe  gifts,  yea,  in  the  higheft  degree,  imd  yet  be 
miferable  both  in  time  and  eternity. 

t.  It  does  not  appear,  that  thefe  extraordinary  gifts  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  were  common  in  the  church  for  more  than 
two  of  three  centuries.  We  feldom  hear  of  them  after 
that  fatal  period,  when  the  tm^xox  Confianiine  called  himfelf 
a  chriflian;  and  from  a  vairt  imagination  of  promoting  the 

chrillian 
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chrlftian  caufe  thereby,  heaped  riches,  and  power,  and  ho^ 
pour,  upon  chriflians  in  general ;  but  in  particular,  upon  the 
chriftlan  clergy.  From  this  time  they  almoft  totally  ceafed  : 
very  few  inllances  of  the  kind  were  found.  The  caufe  of 
this  was  not  (as  has  been  vulgarly  fuppofed)  "  becaufe  there 
was  no  more  occafion  for  them;"  becaufe  all  the  world  was 
become  chriftians.  This  is  a  miferable  miftake:  not  a 
twentieth  part  of  it  was  then  even  nominally  chriflians. 
The  real  caufe  was,  the  love  of  many ^  almoft  of  all  chrifti- 
ans, fo  called,  was  waxed  cold.  The  chriftians  had  no 
more  of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  than  the  other  heathens.  The 
Son  of  man,  when  he  came  to  examine  his  church,  could 
hTixdXj  Jind faith  upon  earth.  This  was  the  real  caufe,  why 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  no  long-er 
to  be  found  in  the  chriftian  church;  becaufe  the  chriftians 
were  turned  heathens  again,   and  had  only  a  dead  form  left. 

3.  However  I  would  not  at  prcfent  fpeak  of  thefe,  oJ 
the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  of  the  ordi- 
nary :  and  thefe  likewife  we  may  couet  earnefly,  in  order 
to  be  more  ufeful  in  our  generation.  With  this  view  we 
may  covet  "  the  gift  of  convincing,  fpeech,"  in  order  to 
''  found  the  unbelieving  heart:"  and  the  gift  oi perfuafon 
to  move  the  affeftions,  as  well  as  enlighten  the  underfland- 
ing.  We  may  covet  knowledge,  both  of  the  word  and  of 
the  works  of  GOD,  whether  of  providence  or  grace.  We 
may  defire  a  meafure  of  that  faith,  which  on  parricular  oc- 
cafions,  wherein  the  glory  of  GOD,  or  the  bappinefs  of 
men  is  nearly  concerned,  goes  far  beyond  the  power  of 
natural  caufes.  We  may  defire  an  eafy  elocution,  a  plea- 
fing  addrefs,  with  refignation  to  the  will  of  our  Lord;  yea, 
whatever  would  enable  us,  as  we  have  opportunity,  to 
be  ufeful  wherever  we  are.  Thefe  gifts  we  may  innocent- 
ly defire:   but  there  is  a  more  excellent  way. 

4.  The  way  of  love,  of  loving  all  men  for  GOD's  fake, 
of  humble,  gentle,  patient  love,  is  that  which  the  apoftle  fp 
admirably  defcribes  in  the  enfuing  chapter.  And  withoui 
this,  he  afTures  us,  all  eloquence,  all  knowledge,  all  faith, 
all  works,  and  all  fufferings,  are  of  no  more  value  in  the 

fight 
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fight  of  GOD,   than  founding  brafs  or  a  rumbling  fymbal: 
and  are  not  of  the  leaft  avail,   toward  our  eternal  falvation. 
Without  this,  all  we  know,   all  we  believe,  all  we  do,  all 
we  fuffer,  will  proifit  us  nothing  in  the  great  day  of  account. 
5.   But  at   prefent  I  would   take  a  different  view   of  the 
text,   and  point  out  a  more  excellent  way  in  another  fenfci 
It  is  the  obfervation  of  an  ancient  writer,   that  there  have 
been   from  the  beginning   two  orders   of  chriftians.      The 
one  lived  an   innocent  life,   conforming   in  all  things   not 
finful,   to  the  cufloms  and  falhions  of  the  world,   doing  ma- 
hy  good  works,   abftaining  from  grofs  evils,   and  attending 
the  ordinances  of  GOD.      They  endeavoured  in  general  to 
have  a  confcience  void  of  offence  in  their  outward  behavi- 
our, but  did  not  aim  at  any  particular   flrl£tnefs,   being  in 
moil  things  like  their  neighbours.     The  other  fort  of  chrif- 
tians  not  only  abflained  from  all  appearance  of  evil,   were 
zealous  of  good  works  in  every  kind,  and  attended  all  the 
ordinances  of  GOD;   but  likewife  ufed  all  diligence  to  at^ 
tain  the  whole  mind  that  was  in  ChriiT:,   and  laboured  to 
walk  in  every  point,  as  their  beloved  Mafter,       In  order  to 
this,  they  walked  in  a  conftant  courfe  of  unlverfal  feif-denial, 
trampling  on  every  pleafure  which  they  were  not  divinely 
confcious  prepared  them  for  taking  pleafure  in  GOD.    They 
took  up  their  crofs  daily.      They  ftrove,  they  agonized  with- 
out intermijQTion,  to  enter  in  at  the  ftrait  gate.  This  one  thing 
they  did;  they  fpared  no  pains  to  arrive  at  the  fummit  of  chrif* 
ftian  holinefs :  leaving  the  jirjl  principles  of  the  doBrine  ofChrijl^ 
to  go   on  to  perfeBion:  to  know  all  that  love  of  GOD  which 
paffeth  knowledge^  and  to  he  filed  with  all  thefulnefs  of  GOD. 
6.   From  long  experience  and  obfervation  I  am  inclined 
to  think,    that  whoever  finds    redemption  in  the  blood  of 
Jefus,  whoever  is  juillfied,   has  then  the  choice  of  walking 
in  the  higher  or  the  lower  path.      I  believe,   the  Holy  Spi- 
rit at  that  time  fets   before  him    the  more  excellent  way, 
and  incites  him  to  walk  therein,     to  chufe  the  narroweil 
path  in  the  narrow  way,    to  afplre  after  the  heicrhts    and 
depths  of  holinefs,  after  the  entire  image  of  GOD.      But 
if  he  does  not  accept  this  o2br,  he  infenfibly  declines  into 

the 
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the  lower  order  of  chrlftlans.  He  ftill  goes  On  in  what 
may  be  called  a  good  way,  ferving  GOD  in  his  degree, 
and  finds  mercy  in  the  clofe  of  life,  through  the  blood 
of  the  covenant- 

7.  I  would  be  far  from  quenching  the  fmoaking  flax, 
from  dlfcouraging  thofe  that  ferve  GOD  in  a  low  degree. 
But  I  would  not  wiih  them  to  Hop  here:  I  would  encou- 
rage them  to  come  up  higher:  without  thundering  hell  and 
damnation  in  their  ears,  without  condemning  the  way  where- 
in they  were,  telling  them  it  is  the  way  that  leads  to  de- 
ftruftion.  I  will  endeavour  to  point  out  to  them,  what  i$ 
in  every  refpeft  a  more  excellent  way. 

8.  Let  it  be  well  remembered,  I  do  not  affirm,  that  all 
who  do  not  walk  in  this  way,  are  in  the  high  road  to  helU 
But  thus  much  I  mull  affirm,  they  will  not  have  fo  high  a 
place  in  heaven,  as  they  would  have  had,  if  they  had  cho* 
fen  the  better  part:  and  will  this  be  a  fmall  lols?  The  hav- 
ing fo  many  fewer  ftars  in  your  crown  of  glory !  Will  it  be 
a  little  thing  to  have  a  lower  place  than  you  might  have  had 
in  the  kingdom  of  your  Father?  Certainly  there  will  be  no 
forrow  in  heaven:  there  all  tears  will  be  wiped  from  our 
eyes.  But  if  it  were  poffible  grief  could  enter  there,  we 
fliould  grieve  at  that  irreparable  lofs!  Irreparable  then,  but 
not  now !  Now  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  we  may  chufe  the 
7?iorc  excellent  way.  Let  us  now  compare  this  in  a  few 
particulars,   with  the  way  wherein  moft  chriftians  walk. 

L  To  begin  at  the  beginning  of  the  day.  It  is  the  man- 
ner of  the  generality  of  chriftians,  if  they  are  not  obliged 
to  work  for  their  living,  to  rife^  particularly  in  winter,  at 
eight  or  nine  in  the  morning,  after  having  lain  in  bed  eight 
or  nine,  if  not  more  hours.  I  do  not  fay  now  (as  I  (hould 
have  been  very  apt  to  do  fifty  years  ago)  that  all  who  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  this  manner,  are  in  the  way  to  helh 
But  neither  can  I  fav,  they  are  in  the  wav  to  heaven,  de- 
nying  themfelves,  and  taking  up  their  crofs  daily.  Sure  I 
am,  there  is  a  m.ore  excellent  way,  to  promote  health  both 
of  body  and  mind.  From  an  obfervation  of  more  than 
fixty  years,   I  have  learnt,    that  men   in  health   require   at 

an 
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%h  average,   from  fix  to  fevcn  hours'  fleep  ;  and  healthy  wo- 
inen  a  little  more,  from  feven  to  eight,  in  four  and  twenty 
hours.      I  know  this  quantity   of  fleep  to  be  moft   advanta- 
geous to  the  body  as   well  as  the  foul*      It  is  preferable  to 
any  medicine  which  I  have  known,  both  for  preventing  and 
removing    nervous  diforderS.      It  is   therefore  undoubtedly 
the  moft  excellent  way,   in  defiance  of  fafliion  and  cullom, 
to  take  juft  fo  much  fleep,  as  experience  proves  our  nature 
to  require  :    feeing  this  is  indifputably  moft  conducive  both 
to  bodily  and  fpiritual  health.      And  why   fliould  not   you 
walk  in  this  way  ?    Becaufe  it  is  difficult  ?   Nay,   with  men 
It  is  impoflible.      But  all  things  are  pofiible  with  GOD  ;  and 
by  his  grace,   all  things  will  be  poflible  to  you.      Only  con- 
tinue inftant  in  prayer,  and  you  will  find  this,  not  only  pof- 
fible,  but  eafy  :   yea,  and  it  will  be  far  eafier,  to  rife  early 
conftantly,  than  to  do  it  fometimes.     But  thien  you  muft  be- 
gin at  the  right  end,  if  you  will  rife  early,  you  muft  fleep 
early,      Impofe  it  upon  yourfelf,  unlefs  when  fomething  ex- 
traordinary occurs,   to  go  to  bed  at  a  fixed  hour.      Then,  the 
difficulty  of  it  will    be  foon  over ;  but  the  advantage  of  it 
will  remain  forever^ 

II.  The  generality  of  chriftians  as  foon  as  they  rife,   are 
accuftomedto  ufefome  kind  oi prayer:  and  probably  to  ufethe 
fame  form  ftill,   which  they  learned  when  they   were  eight 
or  ten  years  old.      Now  I  do  not  condemn  thofe  who  pro- 
ceed thus,   (though  many  do,)  as  mocking  GOD  ;   though 
they  have  ufed  the  fame   form  without   any  variation,   for 
twenty  or  thirty  years  together.     But  fureiy  there  is  a  more 
excellent  way  of  ordering  our  private  devotions.  What  if  you 
were  to  follow  the  advice  given  by  that  great  and  good  man, 
Mr.  Law,   on  this  fubjeft  ?   Confider  both  your  outward  and 
inward  ftate,  and  vary  your  prayers  accordingly.      For  in- 
ftance  :   fuppofe  your  outward  ftate  is  profperous  ;   fnppofc 
you   are  in  a  ftate  of  health,  eafe  and  plenty,   having  your 
lot  caft  among  kind  relations,  good  neighbours,  and  agreea- 
ble friends,   that  love  you,   and  you  them  :  then  your  out* 
ward    ftate  manifeftly  calls   for    pialfe  and  thankfglving  to 
GOD.     On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  in  a  ftate  of  adver- 
Vol.  IL  Y  fitv; 
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fity  ;  if  GOD  has  laid  trouble  upon  your  loins  ;  If  you  are 
in  poverty,  in  want,  in  outward  dillrefs  ;  if  you  are  in  any 
imminent  danger;  if  you  are  in  pain  and ficknefs  :  then  you 
are  clearly  called  to  pour  out  your  foul  before  GOD,  in  fuch 
prayer  as  is  fuited  to  your  circumflances.  In  like  manner 
you  may  fuit  your  devotions  to  your  inward  (late,  the  prefent 
Itate  of  your  mind.  Is  your  foul  in  heavinefs,  either  from 
a  fenfe  ot  fin,  or  through  manifold  tem.ptations  ?  then  let  your 
prayer  confift  of  fuch  confefiions,  petitions,  and  fupplicati- 
ons,  as  are  agreeable  to  your  diilreffed  fituation  of  mind. 
On  the  contrary,  is  your  foul  in  peace  ?  Are  you  rejoicing 
in  GOD?  are  his  confolations  not  fmall  with  you?  Then 
fay  v/ith  the  pfalmifl:.  Thou  art  my  GOD,  and  I  will  thank 
thee:  thou  art  my  GO D^  and  I  zuill praiji  thee*  You  may 
Jikewife  when  you  have  time,  add  to  your  other  devotions, 
a  little  reading  and  meditation  :  and  perhaps  a  pfalm  ot 
praife,  the  natural  effufion  of  a  thankful  heart.  You  muft 
certainly  fee,  that  this  is  a  more  excellent  way  than  the  poor, 
dry  form  which  you  ufed  before. 

III.  1.  The  generality  of  chriftians,  after  ufing  fome 
prayer,  ufaally  apply  themfelves  to  the  bujinefs  of  their  call- 
ing. Every  man  that  has  any  pretence  to  be  a  chriftian^ 
will  not  fail  to  do  this  :  feeing  it  is  impoflible  that  an 
idle  man  can  be  a  good  man  :  floth  being  inconfiftent  with 
religion.  But  with  what  view  ?  For  what  end  do  you  un- 
dertake and  follow  your  worldly  bufinefs  ?  *'  To  provide 
things  neceffary  for  my  fell  and  my  family."  It  is  a  good 
anfwer,  as  far  as  it  goes  ;  but  it  does  not  go  far  enough* 
For  a  Turk  or  a  heathen  goes  fo  far ;  does  his  work  for  the 
very  fame  ends.  But  a  chriftian  may  go  abundantly  farther; 
liis  end  in  all  his  labour  is^  to  pleafe  GOD  ;  to  do,  not  his 
own  will,  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him  into  the  worlds 
for  this  very  purpofe,  to  do  the  will  of  GOD  on  earth,  as 
angels  do  in  heaven.  He  works  for  eternity.  He  labours^ 
not  for  the  vieat  that  perijiieth  :  this  is  the  fmalleft  part  of  his 
motive  ;  but  for  that  which  endureth  to  everlafling  life.  And 
is  not  this  a  more  excellent  way? 

2.  Again* 
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2.  Again.  In  what  7?z^^z?z<?r  do  you  tranfaft  your  worldly 
bufinefs  ?  I  truft,  with  diligence  ;  whatever  your  hand  find- 
eth  to  do,  doing  it  with  your  might :  in  juftice,  rendering 
to  all  their  due,  in  every  circumflance  of  life  :  yea,  and  in 
mercy,  doing  unto  every  man,  what  you  would,  he  fhould 
do  unto  you.  This  is  well :  but  a  chriftian  is  called  to  go 
ftill  farther  ;  to  add  piety  to  juftice  ;  to  intermix  prayer, 
efpecially  the  prayer  of  the  heart,  with  all  the  labour  of  his 
hands.  Without  this,  all  his  diligence  and  juftice  only  fhew 
him  to  be  an  honeft  heathen  ;  and  many  there  are  who  pro- 
fefs  the  chriftian  religion,  that  go  no  farther  than  honeft  hea- 
thenifm. 

3.  Yet  again.  In  what  fpiril  do  yoii  go  through  your 
bufinefs  ?  In  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  or  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  ? 
I  am  afraid  thoufands  of  thofe  who  are  called  good  chriftians, 
do  not  underftand  the  queftion.  If  you  aft  in  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift,  you  carry  the  end  you  at  firft  propofed,  through  all 
your  work  from  firft  to  laft.  You  do  every  thing  in  the  fpi- 
rit of  facrifice,  giving  up  your  will  to  the  w411  of  GOD, 
and  continually  aiming,  not  at  eafe,  pleafure,  or  riches,  not 
at  any  thing  this  {hort-enduring  world  can  give  ;  but  mere- 
ly at  the  glory  of  GOD.  Now  can  any  one  deny,  that 
this  is  the  moft  excellent  way  of  purfuing  worldly  bufinefs  ? 

IV.    1.  But  thefe  tenements  of  clay  which  we  bear  about 
us,  require  conftant  reparation,   or   they  will  fink  into  the 
earth  from  which  they  were  taken,   even   fooner  than  na- 
ture requires.      Daily  food  is  neceffary  to  prevent  this,   to 
repair  the   conftant  decays  of  nature.      It  was  common  in 
the  heathen  world,   when  they   were   about  to  ufe  this,   to 
take  meat  or  even  drink,   lit'are  pater avi  Jovi,  to  pour  out 
a  little  to  the  honour  of   their  god  :    although  the  gods  of 
the  heathens  were  but  devils,  as  the  apoftle  juftly  obferves. 
*'  It  feems,"'  fays  a  late  writer,   "  there  w^as  once  fome  fuch 
cuftom  as  this  in  our  own  country.      For  we  ftill  frequent- 
ly fee  a  gentleman  before  he  fits  down  to  dinner  in  his  own 
houfe,   holding  his  hat  before  his  face,    and  perhaps  feeming 
to  fay  fomething  :   though  he  generally  does  it  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  no  one  can  tell  whathe  fays,"      Now  what  if 

inftead 
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inftead  of  this,  every  head  of  a  family,  before  he  fat  dowi^ 
to  eat  and  drink,  either  morning,  noon,  or  night,  (for  the 
reafon  of  the  thing  is  the  fame  at  every  hour  of  the  day)  wa^ 
ferioufly  to  afk  a  bleffing  from  GOD,  on  what  he  was  about 
to  take  :  Yea,  and  afterward,  ferioufly  to  return  thanks  tq 
the  Giver  of  all  his  bleffings.  Would  not  this  be  a  more 
excellent  way,  than  to  ufe  that  dull  farce,  which  is  worfe 
than  nothing,  being  in  reality  no  other  than  a  mockery  both 
of  GOD  and  man  i^ 

2.  As  to  the  quantity  of  their  food,  good  fort  of  men  da 
not  ufually  eat  to  excefs ;  at  leaft  not  fo  far  as  to  mak^ 
themfelves  fick  with  meat,  or  to  intoxicate  themfelves  with 
drink.  And  as  to  the  manner  of  taking  it,  it  is  ufually  in- 
nocent, mixt  with  a  little  ipirth,  which  is  faid  to  help  di- 
geftion.  So  far,  fo  good.  And  provided  they  take  only 
that  meafure  of  plain,  cheap,  wholefome  food,  which  moft 
promotes  health  of  body  and  mind,  there  will  be  no  caufe 
of  blame.  Neither  can  I  require  you  to  take  that  advice  of 
Mr.  Herberty  though  he  \yas  a  good  man  : 

<*  Take  thy  meat  :   think  it  dull :   then  eat  a  bit. 
And  fay  with  all,   ^avth  to  earth  I  commit." 

This  is  too  melancholy  :   it   does  not  fuit  with  that  cheer- 
fulnefs,    which  is  highly  proper  at  a  chriftian  meal.     Permit 
me  to  illuftrate  this  fubjefi:  with  a  little  ftory.      The  king  of 
France  one  day  purfuing  the  chace,   outrode  all  his  com- 
pany,  who  after  feeking  him  fome  time,  found  him  fitting 
in  a  cottage  eating  bread    and    cheefe.      Seeing  them,    he 
cried  out.  Where  have  I  lived  all  my  tirne  ?   I  never  before 
tafted  fo  good  food  in  niy  life  !   "  Sire,"   faid  one  of  them, 
*'  you  never  had  fo  pood  Jauce  before  ;   for  you  were  never 
hungry."      Now  it  is   true.  Hunger  is  a  good  fauce  ;  but 
there  is  one  that  is  better  ftilt ;   that  is,  Thankfulnefs.      Sure 
that  is  the  mofl  agreeable  food,  w^hich  is  feafoned  with  this. 
And  why  fliould   not  yours  at  every  meal  ?   You  need  not 
then  fix  your  eye  on  death  ;   but  receive  every  morfel  as  a 
pledge   of  life  eternal.      The  Author  of  your  being  gives 
you  in  this  food,  not  only  a  reprieve  from  death,   but  an 

earnefl 
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^arneft,  that  in  a  little  time  death  fliall  be  /wallowed  up  in 
vi^ory. 

V.  The  time  of  taking  our  food  is  ufually  a  time  of  cort" 

Virfation  alfo  :   as  it  is  natural,   to  refrefh  our  minds  while 

we   refrefh    our  bodies.      Let  us  confider  a  little,   in  what 

manner  the  generality  of  chriftians  ufually  converfe  together. 

What  are  the  ordinary  fubjefts  of  their  converfation  ?    If  it 

is  harmlcfs  (as  one  would  hope  it  is)  if  there  be  nothing  ia 

it  profane,  nothing  immodeft,  nothing  untrue,  or  unkind  : 

if  there  be  no  tale-bearing,  backbiting  or  evil-fpeaking,  they 

have  reafon  to  praife  GOD  for  his  reftraining  grace.      But 

there  is  more  than  this  implied,  in  ordering  our  converfation 

aright.      In  order  to  this  it  is  needful,  firft,  That  your  com- 

munication,  that  is,  difcourfe  or  converfation,  be  good^  that 

it  be  materially  good,  on  good  fubjefls ;   not  fluttering  about 

any  thing  that  occurs.      For  what  have  you  to  do  with  courts 

iand  kings  ?  It  is  not  your  bufinefs  to 

^  Fight  o'er  their  wars,   reform  the  flate," 

unlefs  when  fome  remarkable  event  calls  for  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  juftice  or  mercy.  You  mujl  indeed  fome- 
times  talk  of  worldly  things  ;  otherwife  we  may  as  well  go 
out  of  the  \yorld.  But  it  fhould  only  be  fo  far  as  is  needful ; 
then  we  fliould  return  to  a  better  fubjeft.  Secondly,  let 
your  converfation  be  to  the  vfe  of  edifying  ;  calculated  to 
edify  either  the  fpeaker,  or  the  hearers,  or  both  ;  to  build 
them  up,  as  each  has  particular  need,  either  in  faith,  or  love, 
or  holinefs :  Thirdly,  fee  that  it  not  only  gives  entertain- 
ment, but  in  one  kind  or  another,  minifcrs  grace  to  the 
hearers.  Now  is  not  this  a  more  excellent  way  of  conver- 
ftng,   than  the.  harmlefs  way  above-mentioned  ? 

VI.  One  point  only  remains  to  be  confidered  ;  that  is  the 
ufc  of  money.  What  is  the  way  wherein  the  generality  of 
chriftians  employ  this  ?  and  is  there  not  a  more  excellent 
way  ? 

1.  The  generality  of  chriftians  ufually  fet  apart  fomething 
yearly,  perhaps  a  tenth  or  even  one-eighth  part  of  their  in- 
cpme^  whether  it  arife  from  yearly  revenue,  or  from  trade, 

for 
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for  charitable  ufes.  A  few  I  have  known,  who  faid  like 
Zaccheiis,  *'  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the  poor." 
O  that  it  would  pleafe  GOD  to  multiply  thofe  friends  of 
mankind,  thofe  genera!  benefaftors  !  But, 

2.  Befides  thofe  who  have  a  flated  rule,  there  are  thou- 
fands  who  give  large  fums  to  the  poor  :  efpecially  when  any. 
Ilriking  inftance  of  diftrefs  is  reprefented  to  them  iji  lively 
colours. 

3.  I  praife  GOD  for  all  of  you  who  a£l  in  this  manner. 
May  you  never  be  weary  of  well-doing  !  May  GOD  reftore 
what  you  give  feven-fold  into  your  ow^  bofom  !  But  yet  I 
(hew  unto  you  a  more  excellent  way. 

4.  You  may  confider  yourfelf  as  one  in  whofe  hands  the 
Proprietor  of  heaven  and  earth  and  all  things  therein,  has 
lodged  a  part  of  his  goods,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to 
his  direction.  And  his  direftion  is,  that  you  fhould  look 
upon  yourfelf  as  one  of  a  certain  number  of  indigent  perfons, 
who  are  to  be  provided  for  out  of  that  portion  of  his  goods, 
wherewith  you  arc  entrufted.  You  have  two  advantages 
over  the  reft:  the  one,  that  it  is  wore  blejfed  to.  give  than 
to  receive  ;  the  other,  that  you  are  to  ferve  yourfelf,  firft  : 
and  others  afterwards.  This  is  the  light  wherein  you  are  to 
fee  yourfelf  and  them.  But  to  be  more  particular,  firft,  if 
you  have  no  family,  after  you  have  provided  for  yourfelf, 
give  away  all  that  remains :   fo  that 

"  Each  Chriftmas  your  accounts  may  clear. 
And  wind  your  bottom  round  the  year.'-^ 

This  was  the  praftice  of  all  the  young  men  at  Oxford,  who 
were  called  Methodijls,  For  example.  One  of  them  had 
thirty  pounds  a  year.  He  lived  on  twenty-eighl,  and  gave 
away  forty  fhillings.  The  next  year  receiving  fixty  pounds,  he. 
flill  lived  on  twenty-eight,  and  gave  away  two  and  thirty* 
The  third  year  he  received  ninety  pounds,  and  gave  away 
fixty-two.  The  fourth  year  he  received  an  hundred  and. 
twenty  pounds.  Still  he  lived  as  before  op  twenty- eight  ; 
and  gave  to  the  poor  ninety-two.  Was  not  this  a  more  ex- 
cellent way  ?  Secondly,  if  you  have  a  family,  feriaufly  con- 
fider 
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fider  before  GOD,  how  much  each  member  of  it  wants,  in 
order  to  have  what  is  needful  for  life  and  godlinefs.  And 
in  general,  do  not  allow  them  lefs,  nor  much  more  than  you 
allow  yourfelf.  Thirdly,  this  being  done,  fix  your  purpofe, 
to  *'  gain  no  more."  1  charge  you  in  the  name  ot  GOD, 
do  not  increafe  your  fubftance  !  as  it  comes  daily  or  yearly, 
fo  let  it  go  :  other  wife  you  lay  up  treafures  upon  earth. 
And  this  our  Lord  as  flatly  forbids,  as  murder  and  adultery. 
By  doing  it,  therefore,  you  would  treafure  up  to  yourfelves 
wrath  againjl  the  day  of  wrath ^  and  revelation  oj  the  righte^ 
4)us  judgment  of  GOD* 

5.  But  fuppofe  it  were  not  forbidden,  how  can  you,  on 
principles  of  reafon,  fpend  your  money  in  a  way,  which 
GOD  may  pojjibly  forgive^  inftead  of  fpending  it  in  a  man- 
ner which  he  will  certainly  reward?  You  will  have  no  re- 
ward in  heaven,  for  what  you  lay  up:  you  will,  for  what 
you  lay  out :  every  pound  you  put  into  the  earthly  bank,  is 
funk  :  it  brings  no  intereft  above.  But  every  pound  you 
give  to  the  poor,  is  put  into  the  bank  of  heaven.  And  it 
•will  bring  glorious  intereft  :  yea,  and  fuch  as  will  be  accu- 
jnulating  to  all  eternity. 

6.  Who  then  is  a  wife  man,  and  endued  with  knowledge 
among  you  !  Let  him  refolve  this  day,  this  hour,  this  mo- 
inent,  the  Lord  affifting  him,  to  chufe  in  all  the  preceding 
particulars  the  viore  excellent  way  :  and  let  him  fleadily  keep 
it,  both  with  regard  to  fleep,  prayer,  work,  food,  and  con- 
verfation  :  and  particularly,  with  regard  to  the  employment 
of  that  important  talent^  money.  Let  your  heart  anfwer  to 
the  call  of  GOD,  "  From  this  moment,  GOD  being  my 
helper,  I  will  lay  up  no  more  treafure  upon  earth  :  this  one 
thing  I  will  do,  I  will  lay  up  treafure  in  heaven :  I  will 
render  unto  GOD  the  things  that  are  GOD's :  1  will  give 
Jiim  all  my  goods  and  all  my  heart." 


Ari 
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An  EXTRACt 

d/tke  Revd.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY^s  JouRNAt^ 
From  Auguft  i2tb,  1738,  to  November  ift,  i739# 

^Continued from  page  igi.] 

SUNDAY,  July  10.  I  adminiftered  the  Lord's  fupper  at 
the  Cajlle.  At  one  I  expounded  at  Mr.  Fox's^  as  ufuaU 
The  great  power  of  GOD  was  with  us,  and  one  who  had 
been  in  defpair  feveral  years,  received  a  witnefs  that  fhe 
was  a  child  of  GOD, 

Monday  11.  Hearing  Mr*  White  field  was  arrived  from^ 
Georgia,  1  haflened  to  London;  and  on  Tuefday  12,  GOD 
gave  us  once  more  to  take  fweet  counfel  together. 

Friday  15.   I  preached  at  St.  Antholine's. 

Saturday  16.  One  who  had  examined  himfelf  by  the  re* 
fleftions  wrote  Od.  14,  made  the  following  obfervations  on 
the  ftate  of  his  own  foul. 

1.  I  judge  thus  of  myfelf.  But  1  feel  it  not*  There* 
fore  there  is  in  me  ftill,  the  old  heart  of  ilone. 

2.  I  judge  thus  of  happinefs.  But  I  ftill  hanker  aftcf 
creature-happinefs.  My  foul  is  almofl:  continually  running 
out  after  one  creature  or  another,  and  imagining  How  hap- 
py fliould  I  be  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  condition*  I  have  more 
pleafure  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  in  the  company  of  thofe 
I  love,  than  I  have  in  GOD.  I  have  a  relifh  for  earthly 
happinefs,  I  have  not  a  relifh  for  heavenly.  I  favour 
(  (p^ova  )  the  things  of  men,  not  the  things  of  GOD,  There- 
fore  there  is  in  me  ftill  the  carnal  heart,   the  (p^owif-iee,  vcc^Kog* 

3.  I  judge  thus  of  holinefs.  But  I  know  it  not.  I  know- 
Hot  (by  experience)  what  the  life  of  GOD  means.  Indeed 
I  fee  neither  myfelf,  nor  happinefs  nor  holinefs,  but  by  a 
natural  light,  acquired  in  a  natural  way,  by  converfing, 
reading  and  meditation.  I  have  not  fpiritual  light,  t  have 
not  the  fupernatural  light.     I  am  not  taught  of  GOD. 

I  fpecu* 
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I  fpeculatively  know,  what  light  is  ;  and  I  fee  the  light 
of  faith,  juft  as  that  man  fees  the  light  of  the  fun,  on  whofc 
clofed  eyes  the  fun  ftilnes.  But  I  want  the  Holy  Ghoft  to 
open  my  eyes,   that  I  may  fee  all  things  clearly. 

Therefore  the  eyes  of  my  underllanding  are  not  yet  opcn^ 
cd,  but  the  old  veil  is  flill  upon  my  heart. 

II.  "  This  is  the  defign  oi  ??iy  life."  But  a  thoufand  lit- 
tie  defigns  are  daily  dealing  into  my  foul.  This  is  my  idh'- 
mate,  defign  :  but  intermediate  defigns  are  continually  creeping 
in  upon  me  ;  defigns  (though  often  difguis'd)  of  pleafing  my- 
felf,  of  doing  my  own  will ;  defigns  whereinj  I  do  not  eye 
GOD,  at  Icaft,   not  him  fingly. 

Therefore,  my  eye  is  not  yet  (ingle ;  but  I  am  ftill  of  a 
double  heart* 

III.  Are  my  defires  new  ?  Not  all.  Some  are  new> 
fome  old.  Not  any  properly  ;  but  partly  new  and  partly- 
old.  My  defires  ^re  like  my  defigns.  My  great  defire  is. 
To  have  Chrijl  formed  in  my  heart  by  Jaith.  But  little  de- 
fires are  daily  ftealing  into  my  foul.  And  fo  my  great  hopes 
and  fears  have  refpeft  to  GOD.  But  a  thoufand  little  ones 
creep  in  between  them. 

Again  ;  my  defires,  paflions  and  inclinations  in  general 
are  mixt ;  having  fomething  of  Chrift,  and  fomething  o£ 
earth.  I  love  you,  for  inftance.  But  my  love  is  only  part- 
ly fpiritual,  and  partly  natural.  Something  of  my  own  cleaves 
to  that  which  is  of  GOD.  Nor  can  I  divide  the  earthly 
part  from  the  heavenly. 

Therefore  I  am  not  pure  in  heart.  But  herein  mani-« 
feflly  appears,   that  I  am  not  a  new  creature. 

Sunday  17.  I  preached  in  the  afternoon  at  IJlington:  In 
the  evei!ing  at  St.  Swithins,  for  the  laft  time.  Sunday  24* 
I  preached  at  Great  St.  Bartholomew'^  in  the  morning,  and 
at  IJlington  in  the  afternoon;  where  we  had  the  bleffcd 
facrameat  every  day  this  week,  and  were  comforted  on  eve- 
ry fide. 

Wednefday  27.  I  preached  at  5j/%2;2^-^2ja;  church:  Sun-^ 
day  31.  to  m.any  thoufands,  in  St.  George's,  Spittle-Fields* 
And   to    a  yet  more  crouded  congregation  at  Whitzchaptl^ 

Vol.  II.  Z  in 
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in  the  afternoon,  I  declared  thofe  glad  tidings  (O  that  thev 
would  know  the  things  which  make  for  their  peace!)  /  zvili 
heal  their  backfliding:  1  will  love,   them  freely. 

Monday,  January  i,  1739.  Mr.  Hall,  Kinchin^  Ingham^ 
Whitejield,  Hutchins,  and  my  brother  Charles,  were  prefent 
at  our  love-feaft  in  Fetter- Lane,  with  about  fixty  of  our  bre- 
thren. About  three  in  the  morning,  as  we  were  continu- 
ing inftant  in  prayer,  the  power  of  GOD  came  mightily  up- 
on us,  infomuch  that  many  cried  out  for  exceeding  joy^ 
and  many  fell  to  the  ground.  As  foon  as  we  were  recover- 
ed a  little  from  that  awe  and  amazement  at  the  prefence  of 
his  majefly,  we  broke  out  with  one  voice,  We  praife  thee  0 
GOD ;   we  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the  Lord. 

Thurfday  4.  One  who  had  had  the  form  of  godlinefs  many 
years,  wrote  the  followmg  refle£lions: 

"  My  friends  affirm  /  am  mad,  becaufe  I  faid  /  was  not 
a  chrijlian  a  year  ago.  I  affirm,  I  am  not  a  chriflian  now. 
Indeed  what  I  might  have  been  I  know  not,  had  I  been 
faithful  to  the  grace  then  given,  when  expefting  nothing 
lefs,  I  received  fuch  a  fenfe  of  the  forgivenefs  of  my  fins, 
as  till  then  I  never  knew.  But  that  I  am  not  a  chriftian  at 
this  day,   I  as  affiiredly  know,   as  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift. 

"  For  a  chriftian  is  one  who  has  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift^  which  (to  mention  no  more)  are  love,  peace,  joy* 
But  thefe  I  have  not.  I  have  not  any  love  of  GOD.  I  do 
not  love  either  the  Father  or  the  Son.  Do  you  afk,  how 
do  I  know,  whether  1  love  GOD  ?  I  anfwer  by  another 
queftion,  How  do  you  know,  whether  you  love  me  ?  Why, 
as  you  know,  whether  you  are  hot  or  cold.  You  feel  this 
moment,  that  you  do  or  do  not  love  me.  And  Ifeel  this 
moment,  I  do  not  love  GOD  ;  which  therefore,  I  know^ 
becaufe  I  feel  \U  There  is  no  word  more  proper,  more 
clear,   or  more  ftrong. 

"  And  I  know  it  alfo  by  St.  jfohris  plain  rule.  If  any 
7nan  love  the  wqrldy  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him.  For 
1  love  the  world.  I  defire  the  things  of  the  world,  fomc  or 
other  of  them,  and  have  done  all  my  life.  I  have  always 
placed  fome  part  of  my  happinefs  in  fome  or  other  of  the 

things 
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things  that  are  feen.  Particularly  in  meat  and  drink,  and 
in  the  company  of  thofe  I  loved.  My  defire,  if  not  in  a 
grofs  and  lulirul,  yet  in  a  more  fubtle  ^nd  refined  manner, 
has  been  almoft  continually  running  out  towards  this  or  that 
perfon.  For  many  years  I  have  been,  yea  and  ftill  am, 
hankering  after  a  happinefs,  in  loving,  and  being  loved  by 
one  or  another.  And  in  thefe  I  have  from  time  to  time  ta* 
ken  more  pleafure  than  in  GOD.  Nay  I  do  fo  at  this  day, 
I  often  afli  my  heart,  when  I  am  in  company  with  one  that 
I  love,  "  do  I  take  more  delight  in  you  or  in  GOD  ?"  And 
canno.t  bu,t  anfwer,  in  you.  For  in  truth,  I  do  not  delight 
in  GOD  at  all.  Therefore  I  am  fo  far  from  loving  GOD 
with  all  my  heart,  that  whatever  I  love  at  all,  I  love  more 
than  GOQ.      So  that  all  the  love  I  have,  is  flat  idolatry. 

*'  Again;  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft  I  have  not.  \  have  now 
and  then  fome  ftarts  of  joy  in  GOD  :  but  it  is  not  ihdii  joy\ 
For  it  i5  not  abiding.  Neither  is  it  greater  th^n  I  have  had 
on  fome  worldly  occafions.  So  that  I  can  in  no  wife  be 
faid  to  rejoice  evermore  ;■  m.uch  lefs  to  rejoice  with  joy  itnfpeak^ 
able  and  full  of  glory, 

"  Yet  again  ;  I  have  not  the  peace  of  GOD  ;  tJiat  peace, 
peculiarly  fo  called.  The  peace  I  have  may  be  eafily  ac- 
counted for  on  natural  principles..  \  have  health,  flrength, 
friends,  a  com.petent  fortune,  and  a  compofed  cheerful  tem- 
per. Who  would  not  have  a  fort  of  peace  in  fuch  circum- 
Itances?  but  I  have  none  which  can  with  ^ny  truth  or  pro- 
priety be  called,  a  peace  which  paffeth  all  underllanding. 

From  hence  I  conclude  (and  let  all  the  fainis  of  the  world 
bear,  that  wherein  foever  they  boaft,  they  may  be  found 
even  as  I)  though  I  have  given,  and  do  give  all  my  goods  tQ 
feed  the  poor,  I  am  not  a  chriftian.  Though  I  have  endu- 
red hardlhip,  though  I  have  in  all  things  denied  myfelf  and 
taken  up  my  crofs,  I  am  not  a  chriftian.  My  works  are 
r^othing,my  fufferings  are  nothing;  I  have  not  the  fruits  of  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift.  Though  I  have  conftantly  ufed  all  the 
means  of  grace,  for  twenty  years,  I  am  not  a  chriftian. 
Yea  though  I  have  all  (other)  faith  ;  fince  I  have  not  that 
fqith  which  purifeth  the  heart.     Verily,  verily   I  fay  unto 

you. 
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you,  I  iniijl  he  born  again.     For  except  I  and  you  be  bom 
again,  we  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  GOD." 

Wcdnefday  lo.   I  preached  at  Bafingfhaw  church.     Sai^ 

13,  I  expounded  to  a  large  company  at  ^eack-lane,      Sund^ 

14.  After  preaching  at  Iflington^  I  expounded  twice  at  Mr. 
Sims's,  in  the  Minories. 

Wcdnefday  17.  I  was  with  two  pcrfons,  who  I  dpubt  arf 
properly  enthufiafs.  For,  firft,  they  think  to  attain  the  encj 
without  the  means,  which  is  enthufiafm,  properly  fo  called. 
Again,  they  think  themfelves  infpired  by  GOD,  and  are  not. 
But  falfe,  imaginary  infpiration  is  enthufiafn.  That  theirs  is 
only  imaginary  infpiration  appears  hence,  it  contradifts  the 
law  and  the  teflimony. 

Sunday  2%.  We  were  greatly  fuprized  in  the  evening, 
while  I  was  expounding  in  the  Minqries.  A  well-dreft,  mid- 
dle-aged woman,  fuddenly  cried  out,  as  in  the  agonies  of 
(death.  She  continued  fo  to  do  for  fome  time,  with  all 
the  figns  of  the  fharpeft  anguifh  of  fpirit.  When  fhe  was 
a  httle  recovered,  I  defired  her  to  call  upon  me  the  next  day. 
She  then  told  me,  that  about  three  years  before,  fhe  was  un- 
der ftrong  conviftions  of  fin,  and  in  fuch  a  terror  of  mind, 
thatflie  had  no  comfort  in  any  thing,  nor  any  reft,  day  pr 
night :  that  fhe  fent  for  the  minifter  of  her  parifh,  and  told 
him  the  diftrefs  fne  was  in  :  upon  which  he  told  her  hufband 
fhe  was  ftark  mad,  and  advifed  him  to  fend  for  a  phyfician 
immediately.  A  phyfician  was  fent  for  accordingly,  who 
ordered  her  to  be  blooded,  bliftercd^  and  fo  on.  But  this 
did  not  heal  her  wounded  fpirit.  So  that  fhe  continued 
much  as  ihe  was  before  ;  till  the  laft  night,  he  whofe  words 
ihc  at  firft  found,  to  \>t  fiarper  than  any  two-edged  [word, 
Jrave  her  a  faint  hope,  that  he  would  undertake  her  caufe, 
and  heal  the  foul  which  had  finned  againfl  Hi|n. 

Thurfday  25.  I  baptized  John  Smith,  tl^te  an  Anabaptlfl) 
and  four  other  adults  at  Iflington.  Of  the  adults  I  have 
known  baptized  lately,  one  only  was  at  that  time  born  again, 
in  the  higher  fcnfe  of  the  word,  that  is,  foupd  a  thorough, 
inward  change,  by  the  love  of  GOD  flied  abroad  in  her 
heart.      Mofl  of  them  were   only   bprn   again   in   a  lower 

fenfe, 
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fenfe,  i.  e.  received  the  remiffion  of  their  fins.  And  fome 
(as  it  has  fince  too  plainly  appeared)  neither  in  one  fenfe  nor 
the  other. 

Sunday  28.   I  wei^^t  (having  been  long  importuned  there- 
to) about  five  in  the  evening,  with  four  or  five  of  my  friends; 
to  a  houfe  where  was  one  of  thofe  commonly  called  French 
prophets.     After  a  time,  flie  came  in.      SlfTe  feemed  about 
four  or  five  and  tvyenty,   of  an  agreeable  fpeech  and  bcha- 
vour.      She  afked,  why  we  came  ?   I  faid,  *'  to  try  the  fpi- 
rits,   whether  they  be  of  GOD."      Prefently  after   fhe  lean- 
ed back  in  her  chair,   and  feemed  to  have  ftrong  w^orkings 
in  her  breaft,   with  deep  fighings  intermixt.    Her  head,  and 
hands,  and,  by   turns,   every  part  of  her  body  feemed  alfo 
to  be  in  a   kind  of  convulfive    rnotion.       This   continued 
about   ten  minutes,  till  (at  fix)  ftie  began,  to  fpeak  (though 
the  workings,  fighings  and  contortions  of  her  body,  were  fo 
intermixt  with  her  words,   that  fhe  fcldom  fpoke  half  a  fen- 
tence   together)  with    a   clear,   ftrong  voice,   ''  Father,   thy 
**  will,  thy  will  be  done.      Thus  faiih  the  Lord,  if  of  any  of 
"  you  that  is  a  father,   his  child  aflc  bread,  will  he  give  him 
•'  a  ftone  ?    If  he.  afk  a   fifh,   will  he  give  him  a   fcorpion  ? 
**  Afk  bread  of  me,  my  children,  and  I  will  give  you  breads 
*'  I  will  not,   will  not  give  you  a  fcorpion.      By  this  judge 
•*  of  what  ye  fhall  now  hearo*' 

She  fpoke  much  (all  as  in  the  pevfpn  of  GOD,  and 
moflily  in  fcripture  words  (of  the  fulfilling  of  the  prophefies, 
the  coming  of  Chrift  now  at  hand,  and  the  fpreading  of  the 
gofpel  over  all  the  earth.  Then  fhe  exhorted  us  not  to  be 
in  hafte,  in  judging  her  fpirit,  to  be  or  not  to  be  of  GOD; 
but  to  wait  upon  GOD,  and  he  would  teach  us,  if  we  cr;n. 
ferred  not  with  flefli  and  blood.  She  added,  wHth  many 
enforcements,  that  v/e  m.uft  watch  and  pray,  and  take  up 
our  crofs,   and  bejlili  bejore  GOD." 

Two  or  three  of  our  company  were  much  affcfled,  and 
believed  fhe  fpoke  by  the  Spirit  of  GOD.  But  this  was 
in  no  wife  clear  to  me.  The  motion  might  be  either  hyfterical 
or  artificial.  And  the  fame  words  any  peifon  of  a  good 
underflanding  and  well  vcrfed  in  the  fcriptures  might  have 

fpoken. 
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fpoken.  But  I  let  the  matter  alone:  knowing  this,  th^t 
if  it  he  not  of  GOD,  it  will  come  to  nought, 

Sunday,  Feb.  4.  I  preached  at  St.  Giles's,  on  Whofoever 
believetk  on  me,  out  of  his  belly  Jhall  Jlow  rivers  of  living 
water.  How  was  the  power  of  GOD  prefent  with  us!  I 
am  content  to  preach  here  no  more. 

Friday  9.  A  note  was  given  nie  at  Wapping  in  (nearly) 
thefe  words: 

SIR, 

YOUR  prayers  are  defired  for  a  child  that  is  lunatick 
and  fore  vexed  day  and  night,  that  our  Lord  would  be 
pleafed  to  heal  him,  as  he  did  thofe  in  the  days  of  his  fefht 
and  that  he  would  give  his  parents  faith  and  patience  till  his 
time  is  come. 

Taefday  13.  I  received  the  following  note* 
SIR. 

I  Return  you  hearty  thanks  for  your  prayers  on  Friday  y^r 
my  tortured  Son.  He  grows  worfe  and  worfe.  I  hope 
the  nearer  deliverance.  I  beg  your  prayers  fill  to  our  Re^ 
deemer,  who  will  cure  him,  or  give  us  patience  to  bear  tha 
rod,  hoping  it  is  dipped  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.. 

Sir,  He  is  taken  with  grievous  weeping,  his  heart  heating 
as  if  it  would  beat  through  his  ribs.  He  fwells  ready  to 
hurfl,  fweats  great  drops,  runs  about  heating  and  tearing 
himflf  He  bites  and  pinches  me,  fo  that  I  carry  his  marks 
always  on  me.  He  lays  his  hands  on  the  fre,  and  ficks 
pins  in  his  flfJi.  Thus  he  has  been  thefe  fve  years.  He  is 
in  his  i\th  year,  a  wonder  of  af[liSion:  I  hope,  of  mercy 
alfo,  and  that  Ifliall  yet  pratfe  him,  who  is  my  Red^^vier  and 
viy  GOD. 

Saturday  17.  A  few  of  us  prayed  with  hini;  and  from 
that  time  (as  his  parents  fince  informed  us)  he  had  more 
reft  (although  not  a  full  deliverance)  than  he  had  had  iox 
two  years  before. 

Sunday  18.  I  was  defircd  to  preach  at  Sir  George  Wheeler's, 
chapel,  in  Spittle- Fields,  morning  and  afternoon.  I  did  fo 
in  the  morning,  but  w^as  not  fuffered  to  conclude  my  fubr 
je61:  (as  I  had  defigned)  in  the  afternqon:  a  good  remem- 
brance, 
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brance,  that  I  (hould,  if  poffible,  declare  at  evtry  time, 
the  whole  counfel  of  GOD. 

Sunday  25.  I  preached  in  the  morning  to  a  numerous 
congregation,  at  St.  Katherines,  near  the  tower:  at  IJling- 
ton  in  the  afternoon.  Many  here  were  (as  ufual)  deeply 
offended.      But  the   counfel  of  the  Lord  it  fliall  ftand. 

Friday,  March  2.  It  was  the  advice  of  all  our  brethren, 
that  I  fhould  fpend  a  few  day^  at  Oxford;  whither  I  accord- 
ingly went  on  Saturday  3.  A  few  names  I  found  here 
alfo,  who  had  not  denied  the  faith,  neither  been  afhamed 
of  their  Lord,  even  in  the  midfl  of  a  perverfc  generation. 
And  every  day  we  were  together,  we  had  convincing  proof, 
fuch  as  it  had  not  before  entered  into  our  hearts  to  con- 
ceive, that  he  is  able  to  favt  unto  the.  uttcrmojl  all  that  come 
unto  GOD  tJf^rough  him. 

^Continued  at  page  225.3 


THE    LIFE    AND    DEATH    OF 

The  Reverend    JOHN    FLETCHER 

^Continued  from  page   141.] 

4.  (tipROVIDENCE,*' fays  he,  "  vifibly  appointed  me 
JL  to  that  office,  many  years  ago."  Is  it  any  won- 
der  then,  that  he  fhould  now  be  in  doubt,  whether  he  did 
right  in  confining  himfelf  to  one  fpot?  The  more  I  re(le6i 
upon  it,  the  more  I  am  convinced,  he  had  great  reafon  to 
doubt  of  this.  I  can  never  believe  it  was  the  will  of  GOD^ 
that  fuch  a  burning  and  {hir\ing  light  fhould  be  hid  under  a 
hufheL  No:  inftcad  ot  being  confined  to  a  country  village, 
it  ought  to  have  (hone  in  every  corner  of  our  land.  He 
was  full  as  much  called  to  found  an  alarm  through  all  the 
nation  as  Mr.  Whitef  Id  himfelf.  Nay,  abundantly  more 
fo:  feeing  he  was  far  better  qualified  for  that  important 
work.     He  had  a  more  ftriking  perfon,  equal  good-breed- 
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ing,  anecjually  winning  addrefs:  together  with  a  richer  flow 
of  fancy,  a  ftronger  Underftanding:  a  far  greater  treafure 
of  learning,  both  in  languages,  philofophy,  philblogy,  and 
divinity  :  and  above  all^  ^'which  1  can  fpeak  with  fuller  af- 
furance,  becaufe  I  had  a  thorough  knowledge  both  of  one 
and  the  other)  a  more  deep  and  conftant  comnninion  with  the 
Father,   and  with  his  Sori,   Jefus  Chrift. 

5.  And  yet  let'  not  any  one  imagine,  that  I  depreciate 
Mr.  V/hitefald^  or  undervalue  the  grace  of  GOD,  and  the 
extraordinary  gifts,  which  his  great  mafter  vouchfafed  unto 
him.  I  believe  he  was  highly  favoured  af  GOD  :  yea,  that 
he  was  one  of  the  moll  eminent  minifters,  that  has  appear- 
ed in  England,  or  perhaps  in  the  world,  during  the  prefent 
century.  Yet  I  muft  own,  I  have  known  many  fully  equal 
to  Mr.  Whikjield,  both  in  holy  tempers  and  holinefs  of 
converfation  :  but  one  equal  herein  to  Mr.  Fletcher^  I  have 
not  known,   no  not  in  a  life  of  fourfcore  years. 

6.  However  having  chofen,  at  lead  for  the  prefent,  this  nar- 
row field  of  a6tion,he  was  more  and  more  abundant  in  his  mi- 
nlfterial  labours,  both  in  public  and  private  ;  not  contenting 
himfelf  with  preaching,  but  vifiting  his  flock  in  every  cor- 
ner of  his  parifli.  And  this  work  he  attended  to,  early  and 
late,  v;hethcr  the  weather  was  fair  or  foul;  regarding  nei- 
ther heat  nor  cold,  rain  nor  fnow,  whether  he  was  on  horfe- 
back  or  on  foot.  But  this  farther  weakened  his  conftitution; 
which  was  flill  more  effeftually  done,  by  his  intenfe  and  un- 
interrupted ftudies  :  in  which  he  frequently  continued  with- 
out fcarce  any  intermifTion,  fourteen,  fifteen,  or  fixteeen 
hours  a  day.  But  ftill  he  did  not  allovv^  himfelf  fuch  food, 
as  w^as  ncceffary  to  fuftain  nature.  He  feldom  took  any 
regular  meals,  except  he  had  company  :  otherwife  twice  or 
thrice  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  he  ate  fome  bread  and 
cheefc,  or  fruit.  Inftead  of  this,  he  fometimes  took  a 
draught  of  milk,  and  then  wrote  on  again.  When  one  re- 
proved him,  for  not  afToiding  himfelf  a  fufficiency  of  necef- 
fary  food,  he  replied,  "  not  allow  myfelf  food  !  why  our  food 
feldom  coRs  my  houfekeeper  and  me  together  lefs  than  two 
fhillings  a  week." 

7-  "  On 
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7.  "  On  the  tenth  of  May,  1774,  (fays  Mr.  Vaughan, 
to  whom  we  arc  indebted  for  feveral  of  the  preceding  anec- 
dotes) he  wrote  to  me  thus.  **  My  brother  has  fent  me 
the  rent  of  a  Httle  place  I  have  abroad,  eighty  pounds,  which 
I  was  to  receive  from  Mr.  Chauvet  and  company,  in  London. 
But  inftead  of  fending  the  draught  for  the  money,  I  have 
fent  it  back  to  Switzerland,  with  orders  to  diftribute  it 
among  the  poor.  As  money  is  rather  higher  there  than 
here,  that  mite  will  go  farther  abroad  than  it  would  in  my 
parilh." 

8.  "  In  1776,"  (proceeds  Mr.  Vaugkan)  "  he  depofited 
with  me  a  bill  of  one  hundred  and  five  pounds,  being  (as 
I  underflood)  the  yearly  produce  of  his  eftatein  Switzerland. 
This  was  his  fund  for  charitable  ufes  :  but  it  lafted  only  a  few 
months,  before  he  drew  upon  me  for  the  balance,  which 
was  twenty- four  pounds,  to  complete  the  preaching-houfe 
in  Madeley-wood.'' 

9.  In  the  fame  year,  his  health  being  more  than  ever 
impaired  by  a  violent  cough,  accompanied  with  fpitting  of 
blood  (of  which  I  had  had  large  experience  myfelf.)  Having 
frequently  feen  the  furprifing  effecls  of  conflant  exercife,  to- 
gether with  change  of  air  :  I  told  him,  nothing  was  fo  likely 
to  reftore  his  health  as  a  long  journey.  I  therefore  propo- 
fed  his  taking  a  journey  of  fome  months  with  me,  through 
various  parts  of  England  and  Scotland :  telling  him,  *'  When 
you  are  tired,  or  like  it  beft,  you  may  come  into  my  carri- 
age :  but  remember,  that  riding  on  horfeback,  is  the  beft  of 
all  exercifes  for  you,  fo  far  as  your  ftrength  will  permit." 
He  looked  upon  this  as  a  call  from  Providence,  and  very 
willingly  accepted  of  the  propofal.  We  fet  out  (as  I  am 
accuftomed  to  do)  early  in  the  fpring,  and  travelled  by  mo- 
derate journies,  fuited  to  his  ftrength,  which  gradually  in- 
creafed,  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  miles.  When  we  re- 
turned to  London,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  he  was  con- 
fiderably  better.  And  I  verily  believe,  if  he  had  travelled 
with  me,  partly  in  the  chaife,  and  partly  on  horfeback,  on- 
ly a  few  months  longer,  he  would  have  quite  recovered  his 
health.     But  this  thofe  about  him  would  not  permit :  fo  be- 

Vol.  IL  A  a  ing^ 
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ing  detained  in  London,  by  his  kind,  but  injudicious  friends, 
while  I  purfaed  my  journies,  his  fpitting  of  blood  with  all 
the  other  fymptoms  returned,  and  rapidly  increafed,  till  the 
phyficians  pronounced  him  to  be  far  advanced  in  a  true 
pulmonary  confumption. 

10.  It  being  judged  quite  improper  for  him  to  remain  in 
London, — on  Dec.  16,  1776,  he  retired  to  the  houfe  of  a 
friend,  Mr.  Charles  Greenwood  (now  with  GOD)  in  Stoke^ 
Newington.  Here  he  had  the  advice  of  the  moft  eminent 
phyficians  that  London  could  afford.  He  was  alfo  in  a  good 
air,  and  had  every  convenience  and  every  help  which  art 
could  bellow.  One  of  the  family,  of  whom  I  inquired 
concerning  this  part,  of  his  life,  gave  me  the  following  in- 
formation. 

11.  **  Agreeably  to  your  defire,  I  endeavour  to  recolleft 
fome  particulars  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  during  his  abode  at  New^ 
ington. 

**  When  he  firft  came,  he  was,  by  Dr.  FothergiWs  ad- 
vice, under  the  ftritlell  obfervance  of  two  things,  reft  and 
filence.  Thefe,  together  with  a  milk  diet,  were  fuppofed 
to  be  the  only  probable  means  of  his  recovery.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  direftions  he  fpoke  exceeding  little.  If 
ever  he  fpcke  more  than  ufual,  it  did  not  fail  to  increafe  his 
fpitting  of  blood  :  of  which  indeed  he  was  feldom  quite  clear, 
although  it  was  not  violent.  Therefore  a  great  part  of  his 
time  was  fpent  in  being  read  to.  But  it  was  not  pofTible 
to  reftrain  him  altogether  from  fpeaking.  The  fire  which 
continually  burned  in  his  heart,  many  waters  could  not 
quench.  It  often  burft  out  unawares.  And  then  how  did 
we  wonder  (like  thofe  who  formerly  heard  his  Lord)  at  the 
gracious  words  which  proceeded  out  of  his  mouth  !  He  could 
not  have  fuftained  life,  without  fometimes  giving  vent  to 
his  heart.  No  penance  could  have  appeared  fo  fevere  a  crofs 
to  him,  as  to  be  debarred  from  fpeaking  of,  or  to  GOD. 
His  natural  vivacity,  with  his  intenfe  love  of  Jefus,  conti- 
nually impelled  him  to  fpeak.  But  on  being  reminded  of 
his  rule,  with  a  cheerful  fmile,  he  was  all  fubmiffion ;  con- 
fenting  by  figns  only,  to  ftir  up  thofe  about  him  to  pray 
and  praife  !  12.  *'  Who- 
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12.  "  Whoever  has  read  Mr.  Fletcher^  laft  check  to  An- 
tinomlanifm,  and  has  had  the  privilege  of  obferving  his 
fpirit  and  conduft,  will  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  was  a 
living  comment  on  his  own  account  of  chriftian  perfeftion. 
It  is  an  alarming  word  which  our  Lord  fpeaks  to  the  angel 
of  the  church  of  Sardis,  I  have  not  found  thy  works  perfecl 
before  GOD.  But  as  far  as  man  is  able  to  judge,  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  behaviour,  he  did  pofTefs  perfeft  hu- 
mility, perfeft  refignation,  and  perfefl  love.  Suitable  to  this 
was  the  teftimony  concerning  him,  which  was  given  in  Lady 
Huntingdon  s  chapel  at  Briflol,  even  by  Mr.  V.  a  gentle- 
man ftrongly  attached  to  thofe  opinions,  which  Mr.  Fletch- 
er thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe.  *'  1  have  enjoyed  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  fevcral  weeks  under  the  fame  roof  with  dear 
Mr.  Fletcher.  And  during  that  time  I  have  been  greatly 
edified  by  his  perfeft  refignation  to  the  will  of  GOD,  and 
by  being  a  witnefs  to  his  exemplary  conduft  and  uncommon 
grace.'* 

13.  "  When  he  was  able  to  converfe,  his  favourite  fub- 
jeft  was,  The  promfe  of  the  Father^  the  gft  of  the  Holy  Ghojl^ 
including  that  rich,  peculiar  bleffing,  of  union  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  mentioned  in  that  prayer  of  our  Lord, 
which  is  recorded  in  the  feventeenth  chapter  of  St.  John. 
Many  were  the  fparks  of  living  fire,  which  occafionally 
darted  forth  on  this  beloved  theme.  "  We  muft  not  be  con- 
tent," faid  he,  "  to  be  only  cleanfed  from  fin  :  we  muft  be 
filled  with  the  Spirit."  One  afking  him,  what  was  to  be 
experienced,  in  the  full  accomplifiriment  of  the  promife? 
**  O,"  faid  he,  "  what  (hall  I  fay  ?  All  the  fweetnefs  of  the 
drawings  of  the  Father  ;  all  the  love  of  the  Son  ;  all  the 
rich  effufions  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  more  than 
ever  can  be  expreffed,  are  comprehended  here  !  To  attain 
it,  the  Spirit  maketh  interceflTion  in  the  foul,  like  a  GOD 
wreftling  with  a  GOD  !" 

14.  "  It  was  in  thefe  favoured  moments  of  converfe,  that 
we  found  in  a  particular  manner,  the  reward  which  is  annex- 
ed to  the  receiving  a  prophet  in  the  name  of  a  prophet.  And 
in  fome  of  thefe  he  occafionally  mentioned  feveral  circum- 

ftances, 
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fiances,   which   (as  none   knew    them   but  himfelf)   would 
oiherwife  have  been  buried  in  everlafting  oblivion. 

"  One  of  thofe  remarkable  paflages  was,  *'  In  the  begin- 
ning," faid  he,  "  of  my  fpiritual  courfe,  I  heard  the  voice 
of  GOD  in  an  articulate,  but  inexpreffibly  awful  found, 
go  through  my  foul  in  thofe  words,  If  any  man  will  he  viy 
difcipUy  let  him  deny  himfelf.'*  He  mentioned  another  pe- 
cular  manifeftation  of  a  later  date,  "  in  which,"  faid  he, 
**  I  was  favoured  like  Mofes^  with  a  fupernatural  difcovery 
of  the  glory  of  GOD,  in  an  ineffable  converfe  with  him, 
face  to  face,  fo  that  whether  I  was  then  in  the  body,  or 
out  of  the  body,   I  cannot  tell." 

15.  **  At  another  time  he  faid,  **  about  the  time  of  my 
entering  into  the  minillry,  I  one  evening  wandered  into 
a  w^ood,  mufing  on  the  importance  of  the  office  I  was  go- 
ing to  undertake.  I  then  began  to  pour  out  my  foul  in 
prayer:  Vv^hen  fuch  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  juftice  of  GOD 
fell  upon  me,  and  fuch  a  fenfe  of  his  difpleafure  at  fin,,  as 
abforbed  all  my  powers,  and  filled  my  foul  with  the  ago- 
ny of  prayer,  for  poor,  loft  finners.  I  continued  therein 
till  the  dawm  of  day;  and  I  confidered  this  as  defigned  of 
GOD,  to  imprefs  upon  me  more  deeply  the  meaning  of 
thofe  folemn  words.  Therefore  knowing  the  terrors  of  ths 
Lord^   we  p^rfuade  men.'' 

16.  "  The  bleffed  ftate  of  his  foul  continually  manifefted 
itfelf,  by  its  overflowing  good-will  to  all  that  came  in  his 
way*  And  yet  his  fpirit  was  fo  deeply  impreffed  with  thofe 
w^ords,  Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained^  that  the  vehe- 
mence of  his  defire  for  a  fuller  manifeftation  of  GOD, 
feemed  fometimcs  to  border  upon  unhappincfs.  But  his 
ardent  foul  only  felt  the  full  impreffion  of  thofe  words  of 
the  apoftle,  ForgHting  the  things  that  are  behind,  and  reach- 
ing forth  unto  thofe  that  are  before;   I prefs  toward  the  viark^ 

for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  GOD  in  Chrijl  jefus, 

17.  '*  One  end  of  his  retiring  to  Newington  was,  that 
he  might  hide  himfelf  from  company.  But  this  defign  was 
in  no  wife  anfwered;  for  company  came  from  every  fide. 
He  was  continually  vifited  by  high  and    low,  and  by  per- 

fons 
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fons  of  various  denominations  :  one  of  whom  being  afked, 
when  he  went  away,  what  he  thought  of  Mr.  Fletcher,  faid, 
*'  I  went  to  fee  a  man  that  had  one  foot  in  the  grave;  but  I 
found  a  man  that  had  one  foot  in  heaven."  Among  them 
that  now  vifited  him,  were  feveral  of  his  beloved  and  honour- 
ed opponents :  to  whom  he  confirmed  his  love  (however 
roughly  they  had  treated  him)  by  the  moft  refpeftful  and 
affefcl:ionate  behaviour.  But  he  did  not  give  up  any  part 
of  the  truth,  for  which  he  had  publicly  contended  :  although 
fome  (from  whom  one  would  have  expefted  better  things) 
did  not  fcruple  to  affirm  the  contrary.  Thofe  of  his  par- 
ticular friends  who  vifited  him  here,  will  not  eafily  forget 
how  he  exhaufted  his  whole  foul,  in  effufions  of  thankful- 
nefs;  Mrs.  Cartwright  and  Cavendijli  in  particular,  with  his 
faithful  and  afFe61ionate  friend  Mr.  Ireland,  will  remember 
their  interviews  with  him.  And  thofe  of  the  family  were 
almoft  oppreffed  by  the  outpourings  of  his  love  and  grati- 
tude, whenever  they  fhewed  their  love  and  care  in  the  moft 
inconfiderable  inftance.  Yea,  fo  thankful,  in  proportion 
would  he  be,   to  even  the  meanefl  fervant. 

18.  '*  It  was  not  without  fom.c  difficulty,  that  Mr.  Ire- 
land at  length  prevailed  upon  him.  to  fit  for  his  picture. 
While  the  limner  was  drawing  the  outlines  of  it,  he  was 
exhorting  both  him  and  all  that  were  in  the  room,  not 
only  to  get  the  outlines  drawn,  but  the  colourings  alfo  of 
tlie  image  of  Jefus  on  their  hearts.  He  had  a  very  remark- 
able facility,  in  making  allufions  of  this  kind;  in  raifing 
fpiritual  obfervations  from  every  accidental  circumftance  ; 
in  turning  men's  employments,  pleafures  and  pains  into 
means  of  edification ;  this  he  did,  in  order  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  thoughtlefs,  the  more  deeply  to  fix  the  at- 
tention of  the  thoughtful ;  and  to  prevent  the  trifling  away 
of  time  in  unprofitable  converfatlon.  And  fuch  little  in- 
cidents as  ufed  to  pafs  away  unnoticed  by  almoft  any  other 
perfon,  acquired  from  Mr.  Fletcher^  fine  imagination  a 
kind  of  grace  and  dignity.  To  give  an  inftance.  Being 
ordered  to  let  blood,  while  his  blood  was  running  into 
the   cup,    be  took   occafion  to  expatiate  on  the  precious 

blood- 
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blood-fhedding  of  the  Lamb  of  GOD.  And  even  when  he 
did  not  fpeak  at  all,  the  feraphic  fpirit  which  beamed  from 
his  languid  face,  during  thofe  months  of  pain  and  weak- 
nefs,  was 

**  A  lefture  filent,  yet  of  fovereign  ufe.'* 

19.  [But  it  is  necelTary  to  be  obferved,  that  this  facili- 
ty of  raifing  ufeful  obfervations  frorn  the  moft  trifling  in- 
cidents was  one  of  thofe  peculiarities  in  him,  which  can- 
not be  propofed  to  our  imitation.  In  him  it  partly  refult- 
ed  from  nature,  and  was  partly  a  fupernatural  gift.  But 
what  was  becoming  and  graceful  in  Mr.  Fletcher^  would  be 
difguftful  almoft  in  any  other.] 

20.  "  One  of  thofe  who  vifited  him  at  Nezvington,  was 
Mr.  IVilliam  Perronet;  z  pious,  fenfible  and  amiable  young 
man,  who  was  fnatched  hence  in  the  bloom  of  youth.  He 
often  faid,  the  firft  fight  of  Mr.  Fletcher  fixt  an  impreflion 
upon,  his  mind,  which  never  wore  off,  till  it  iffued  in  a 
real  converfion  to  GOD,  ever  accompanied  with  a  moft 
affcdionate  regard  for  the  inftrument  of  that  happy  change." 

Soon  after  he  left  Nezvington^  he  wrote  the  following 
letter. 

May  28,    1777. 
Tj  My   dear  friends    and  benefaflors,     Charles  and   Mary 

Greenwood, 

My  prayer  fhall  always  be,  that  the  merciful  may  find 
nrercy,  and  that  the  great  kindnefs  1  have  found  under  your 
quiet  roof,  may  be  (hewed  you  every  where  under  the  ca- 
nopy of  heaven.  I  think  with  grateful  joy  on  the  days  of 
cairn  retreat  I  have  been  bleft  with  at  Newingion,  and  la- 
ment my  ,not  having  improved  better  the  precious  oppor- 
tunity, of  fitting,  Mary  like,  at  the  feet  of  my  great  phy- 
fician.  May  he  requite  your  kind  care  of  a  dying  worm, 
by  abundantly  caring  for  you  and  yours,  and  making  all 
your  bed  in  your  ficknefs  !  May  you  enjoy  full  health  ! 
May  you  hunger  and  thirll  after  righteoufnefs,  and  be  abun- 
dantly filled  therewith  !  May  you  fweetly  reft  in  Chrift ! 
May  his  protection  be  as  a  wall  of  fire,  round  about  you 
and  yours!   May  his  rod  and  ftaff  comfort  you,    under  all 

the 
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the  troubles  of  life,  the  decays  of  the  body,  the  aflaults  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  pangs  of  death!    May  you  fiand  in  the 
clefts  of  the  Rock  of  Ages,    and  be  fafely  fheltered  there, 
when  all  the  ftorms  of  juftice  blow  around!   And  may  you 
always  have  fuch  fpiritual  and  temporal  helps,  friends  and 
comforts,   as  I  have  found  in  your  pleafing  retreat.     You 
have  received  a  poor  Lazarus,  (though  his  fores  were  not 
vifible:)  you  have  had  compaffion,   like  the  good  Samari- 
tan:  you  have  admitted  me  to  the  enjoyment  of  your  heft 
things!   And  now  what  can  I  fay?  What  but  thanks  be  to 
GOD   for  his   unfpeakable  gift:     and    thanks  to   my  dear 
friends  for  all  their  favours.      They  will,   I  truft,  be  found 
faithfully   recorded  in  my  breaft,   when  the  great  Rewarder 
,of  them  that  diligently  feek  him,  will  render  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works.      And  a  raifed  Lazarus  (hall    then 
appear  in  the  gate,   to  teftify  of  the  love  of  Charles  and  Ma- 
ry Greenwood,   and  their  godly  filler! 

I  was  a  little  better:  but  I  now  fpit  blood,  more  than  I 
have  done  for  weeks  paft.  Glory  be  to  GOD  for  every 
providence !  His  will  be  done  in  me,  by  health  or  ficknefs, 
life  or  death.  All  from  him  is,  and  I  truft,  will  be  wel- 
come  to 

Your  obliged  penfioner, 

JOHN  FLETCHER. 


CHAP.     VI. 

From  his  leaving  Newington,  till  his  return  from  Szvitzerkind 

to  Madeley. 

i-  T  TE  continued  with  Mr.  Greenwood 2it  Newington,  up- 
A  X  wards  of  fifteen  months.  The  phyficians  then  ad- 
▼ifcd  him  to  make  a  trial  of  the  Hot^well  water,  near  BriftoL 
"  I  was  defired  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ireland,  (who  took  him 
down  in  April  1777)  fays  Mifs  Thornton,  to  bear  them  com- 
pany  thither,  which  I  willingly  did.  Indeed  I  looked  upon 
it  as  a  call  from  GOD  :  nor  could  I  defire  a  greater  honour, 

than 
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than  to  fhare  in  the  employment  of  angels,  in  miniftering 
to  a  diftinguifhed  heir  of  falvation.  At  Bnjlington,  near 
Brijlol,  he  continued  in  the  fame  holy,  earneft  courfe  as  at 
Newington.  Every  day  he  drank  the  Hot-well  water,  and 
it  agreed  with  him  well.  So  that  he  appeared  to  gather  a 
little  ftrength  :  though  not  fo  fwiftly  as  was  expefted.  And 
all  the  ftrength  which  he  received,  he  laid  out  in  labours 
of  love  :  for  the  benefit  of  all  thofe,  rich  or  poor,  whom 
Providence  call  in  his  way. 

2.  "  Whenever  ne  was  in  company,  it  was  his  general 
method,  fo  far  as  his  ftrength  would  admit,  to  pray  parti- 
cularly for  every  perfon  prefent.  And  from  his  habitual 
prayer,  refulted  that  life  and  energy  in  his  words,  which 
every  one  that  was  bleft  with  his  fociety  felt  more  or  lefs. 
Now  and  then  likewife  he  adventured  to  pray  in  the  family. 
But  he  was  not  wary  enough  in  this.  He  more  than  once 
fo  much  exerted  himfelf,  that  he  was  brought  very  low.  As 
foon  as  he  was  well  enough  to  write,  he  was  intent  upon 
finifhing  two  treatifes  for  the  prefs.  The  plan  of  reconalia- 
tioriy  in  particular,  lay  very  near  his  heart.  He  longed 
to  conclude  it  before  he  died,  which  he  wifhed  to  do, 
breathing  peace  to  Jerufalem^  and  pointing  out  to  the  chil- 
dren of  GOD,  the  moft  probable  means  of  effe^ling  it — of 
uniting  together  in  the  bonds  of  peace  and  love,  all  the 
true  minifters  and  followers  of  Jefus.'' 

3.  From  Brijtol  he  wrote  to  a  friend  thus :  "  I  thank 
GOD,  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  evil  tidings :  my  heart  fland- 
eth  faft,  believing  in  the  Lord ;  and  defiring  him  to  do 
with  me  juft  what  pleafes  him.  With  refpeft  to  my  body, 
my  phyfician  hopes  I  fhall  do  well.  And  fo  I  hope  and 
believe  too.  For  health  or  ficknefs,  life  or  death,  is  beft 
when  the  Lord  fends  it. 

(Continued  at  page  235,^^ 
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From  March  26,    1772,  to  April  14,    1773. 

[Continued from  Page  146.] 

SATURDAY,  July  4.  Went  to  Burlington  in  order  to 
attend  the  execution  of  one  Smart,  a  murderer  ;  and  de- 
clared to  a  great  number  of  people  under  the  goal-wall — 
He  heakth  the  broken  in  heart.  The  poor  criminal  appear- 
ed penitent,  behaved  with  great  folidity  and  expreffed  a  de- 
fire  to  leave  the  world. 

Then  returned  to  Philadelphia,  gave  an  exhortation  that 
riight,   and  found  the  Lord's  day  a  day  of  fweet  peace. 

Monday  6.  Set  out  for  Burlington  again,  and  fpent; 
three  days  labouring  aftiong  them.  Many  feemed  much 
flirred  up  to  feek  the  kingdom  of  GOD. 

Thurfday  9.  Returned,  and  foun4  fome  inward  liberty  In 
Philadelphia, 

Saturday   11.   Was  a  day  of  peace  and  love  to  my  foul. 

Lord's  day  12.  Went  through  the  ufual  exercifes  of  the 
day,  and  enjoyed. fome  peace  of  mind.  Our  congregations 
here  are  fmall.  They  cannot  bear  the  difcipline  and  doc- 
trine  :  but  this  does  not  move  me. 

Monday  morning  I  preached  with  life,  and  long  to  be 
entirely  pure.  I  humbly  hope  to  fee  the  time  when  GOD 
will  enable  me  tolivewitbout  inward  fin— without  evil  defire. 

Tuefday  14.  Went  to  the  y^fr/Jyj-,  and  preached  at  friend 
Turners  to  near  100  people,  though  in  the  time  of  harveft  ; 
and  while  preaching  from  thefe  words.  Ye  zvere  fometimes 
4arknefs,  but  nom  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord ;  many  felt  the 
power  of  truth,  when  the  darknefs  and  its  properties 
were  explained.  After  defcribing  true  religon  to  about  100 
fouls,  at  J(fft  Chew's,  went  on  Wednefday  to  Greenwich, 
and  felt  much  fhut  up  while  preaching  to  about  the  fame 
number,  on  Fear  not  little  flock,  &c.  I  then  proceeded  to 
Glpucefier,    which  ia  one  of  the  dulleft  places  I  have  feea 
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in  this  country.  The  fame  night  proceeded  to  Haddonfidd; 
and  the  next  day  preached  at  Jofeph  Thorn's,  to  a  few  at- 
tentive hearers,  who  feemed  fomewhat  afFefted  by  the  truths 
of  GOD  ;  efpecially  one  S — K — who  was  greatly  concern- 
ed on  account  of  his  pad  life  ;  as  he  had  been  much  devo- 
ted to  company  and  Hquor.  I  felt  afraid  that  his  concern 
would  not  be  permanent.  However,  he  accompanied  me 
to  the  ferry. 

Friday  17.  Returned  to  Philadelphia  time  enough  for 
interceffion,  and  found  it  a  good  tiRie,  both  then,  and  at  the 
evening-preaching. 

Lord's  day  19.  After  preaching  in  the  morning,  fet  off 
in  the  afternoon  for  Treniown,  came  thither  on  Monday  by 
dinner  time,   and  found  life  in  preaching  at   night. 

Monday,  July  20.  Met  with  brother  Savfe,  from  New^ 
York,  who  infoimed  me  that  I  was  to  go  to  York;  which 
was  what  I  did  not  expe6l ;  but  feel  myfelf  quite  eafy, 
not  being  fixed  in  any  place.  He  gave  me  an  account  o^ 
Mr.  W — 's  good  behaviour  ;  though  I  fear  after  all,  he 
will  fettle   at  Bohemia. 

Wednefday,  July  22.  In  meeting  the  ftnall  fociety,  about 
i^  perfons,  I  gave  them  tickets,  and  found  it  a  comfortable 
time.  They  are  a  ferious  people  ;  and  there  is  fome  prof- 
pe6l  of  much  good  being  done  in  this  place.  After  preach- 
ing onTuefday  morning  over  the  ferry,  and  in  the  evening 
at  ^rentoum,  I  took  leave  of  them  on  Wednefday  m^orning 
and  fet  off  for  Philadelphia.  Left  Philadelphia  on  the  Lord's 
day  evening  after  preaching  on  thefe  words,  If  I  come  again., 
I  will  not  [pare  ;  and  on  Monday  met  with  brother  Board- 
man.  Went  thence  to  New-mills,  where  I  preached  on 
Tuefday  night,  and  Wednefday  morning,  and  found  the 
people  there  very  affectionate  ;  then  returned  to  Burlington 
^iud  found  many  friends  from  Philadelphia,  We  had  power 
iiinong  us  at  night,  and  the  next  morning  at  3,  I  fet  off  for 
ylniboy,  and  on  the  way  had  fome  converfation  with  one  of 
Jacob  Behmens  difciples.  We  came  to  the  flage-houfe 
through  much  rain  and  bad  roads,  about  7  o'clock  ;  thence 
we  went  to  Ambov  and  took  lodging  at  a  tav^rji.    Have  been 
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kept  in  peace  through  this  journey,  felt  great  courage  in  the 
v^ork  of  GOD,  and  go  towards  Yor/i  in  faith— The  congre- 
gation  at  Amboy  was  fmall,  and  they  appeared  to  be  fuch  as 
cared  but  Httle  for  the  gofpel-;  fo  that  my  hope  of  that  place 
is  but  flender.  On  Saturday  evening,  I  preached  with  fome 
power,  to  a  large  congregation  of  rich  and  poor,  from  thefe 
words,  Even  from  the  days  of  your  fathers,  ye  have  gone  away 
from  mine  ordinances,  and  have  not  kept  them :  return  unto 
me  and  I  will  return  unto  you.  After  preaching  with  great 
liberty  on  the  Lord's  day,  to  many  people  at  P.  VanpelC^ 
and  juftice  Wright's,  on  Staten-Ifland ;  I  fet  off  on  Monday 
in  a  boat  for  New-York  :  and  arriving  about  5  o'clock,  found 
Mr.  Wright,  who,  that  night,  preached  his  farewell  fermon  ^ 
ard  told  the  people  that  he  did  not  expeft  to  fee  them  any- 
more. I  have  always  dealt  honeftly  with  him,  but  he  has 
been  fpoiled  by  gifts.  He  has  been  pretty  ftrift  in  the  fo- 
ciety,  but  ended  all  with  a  general  love-feaft  ;  which  1  think 
is  undoing  all  he  has  done.  However,  none  of  thefe  things 
move  me.  My  mind  is  calm,  and  my  foul  under  a  com- 
iortable  fenfc  of  GOD  ;  and  am  determificd,  by  his  grace, 
to  keep  on  in  the  way  of  my  duty,  if  it  fhould  be  my  lot  to 
ftand  alone. 

Augujl  4.  Felt  life,  and  power,  and  renewed  courage. 
Difcovering  the  unfaithfulnefs  of  fome  who  firfl:  fpoil  a  man 
and  then  condemn  him,  I  intend  to  keep  fuch  at  a  proper  dif- 
ta^ice.  In  the  love-feafl:  this  evening,  I  found  that  the  living 
could  not  bear  the  dead.  Mr.  Wright  rofe  up  and  fpake  as  well 
as  he  could,  againft  fpeaking  with  fevere  refleftions  on  his 
brother.  But  all  this  does  not  move  me.  I  know  the 
man   and  his  converfation. 

Augufl  6.  Felt  fatisfaftion  and  life  in  meeting  the  foci- 
ety  lail  night;   and  fpent   this  day  in  retirement. 

Thurfday  7.  Preached  in  York  from  Phil.  i.  24,  25.  Ta 
abide  in  the  flefh  is  more  needful  for  you.  And  having  this 
confidence,  I  know  that  I  JJiall  abide  and  continue  with  you 
all,  for  your  furtherance  and  joy  of  faith.  Found  liberty 
in  my  mind  while  addrefTmg  the  people,  and  am  determin- 
ed 
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ed,  in  the  flrength  of    the  Lord,   to  aim  at  promoting  hi* 
glory;   and  feek  nothing  but  him. 

Friday  8.  After  preaching  in  the  morning,  found  the 
Lord  near,  and  had  great  peace  at  interccffion.  It  pleafes 
me  much  to  fee  the  people  diligent  in  attending  the  word  : 
and  find  myfelf  favoured  with  liberty  and  the  power  of  GOD 
in  my  labours  among  them;  and  humbly  hope,  that  GOD 
will  make  known  his  power  among  this  people,  and  drive 
Satan  from  them;  and  that  we  fhall  fee  good  days  in  this 
place. 

Saturday  9.  Found  a  degree  of  life  in  my  foul;  and  on 
the  Lord's  day  had  power,  and  light,  and  life,  and  love  in 
fpeaking  from  thofe  words.  Ye  were  foinetimes  darknefs^  hut 
710W  are.  ye  light  in  the  Lord:  walk  as  children  of  light  * 
The  congregations  are  fleady,  and  we  look  for  the  power 
of  GOD  both  in  our  own  fouls  and  among  the  people. 
O  my  GOD,  make  bare  thine  arm  !  After  preaching  on 
the  evening  of  the  Lord's  day,  with  fome  opening  of  heart, 
and  to  a  full  houfe,  I  met  the  fociety;  and  then  fet  out  on 
Monday  morning,  for  New  Rochelle,  and  preached  the 
fame  night  at  friend  Devoe's,  about  30  miles  from  YorL 

Tuefday  12.  My  foul  does  not  forget  GOD;  but  my 
defire  is  flill  towards  him,  and  the  remembrance  of  his 
name.  On  Wednefday,  found  my  mind  fomewhat  engaged; 
but  on  Thurfday,  had  fome  fears  of  coming  fhort  of  eternal 
life.  A  cloud  refted  on  my  mind,  which  was  occafioned 
by  talking  and  jelling  ;  I  alfo  feel  at  times  tempted  to  im- 
patience and  pride  of  heart ;  but  the  Lord  gracioufly  bleft 
me  with  life  and  power  in  preaching  at  night ;  and  I  after- 
wards found  my  mind  fixed  on  GOD,  and  an  earneft  long- 
ing to  be  always  holy  in  heart  and  life.  After  preaching  on 
Friday  at  New  Rochelle,  from  thefe  w^ords,  TVe  ought  to  give 
the  more  earnejl  heed  to  the  things  which  we  have  heard^  lejl 
at  any  time  wejiiould  let  themjlip^  fet  out  for  York  on  a  bad 
horfe,  and  met  w^ith  indifferent  fare  on  the  road ;  but  reach- 
ed York  on  Saturday,  and  there  received  a  letter  from  my 
father  and  friend  Mr.  Mather,  who  informed  me  of  the 
preachers'  returning  to  England.  Preached  alfo  this  even- 
ing 


TKE  JOURNAL   OF   BISHOf  ASBURY.  I97 

ing  With  fome  fatisfaftlon,  bu^  found  broken  clafies,  and  a 
difordered  fociety,  fo  that  my  heart  is  funk  within  me  ;  but 
it  is  ftill  my  defire  to  commit  myfelf  to  GOD. 

Monday  17.  Preached  in  the  morning,  and  then  went 
to  preach  at  New-Town^  about  12  miles  diftant,  in  the 
evening.  Friend  Saufe  was  in  company  with  me,  and  we 
were  obhged  to  lodge  at  a  tavern  ;  but  we  were  more  feri* 
ous  than  ufual,  and  fpent  our  time  m  ufeful  converfation. 
As  it  rained,  we  had  but  few  people  at  preaching  in  the 
morning;  we  then  returned  to  York  about  10  o'clock.  In 
this  journey  I  have  found  my  foul  comfortable  and  alive  to 
GOD,  a  facred  nearnefs  to  GOD,  and  power  to  withftand 
temptations  ;  though  in  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  had 
caufe  to  blame  myfelf  for  trifling  converfation  at  noon. 

Lord's-day,  Augujl  17.  This  has  been  a  day  of  dillrefe 
to  my  foul.  1  was  oppofed  for  meeting  the  fociety,  becaufe 
one  or  two  clafTes  meet  at  that  time  ;  which  feemed  to  me  a 
very  weak  objeftion,  infomuch  as  thofe  claffes  might  meet 
at  another  time. 

Augujl  21.  Preached  this  morning  with  great  life  in  my 
foul,  and  feel  a  ftrong  defire  to  be  devoted  to  GOD,  and 
more  and  more  engaged  to  promote  his  glory  both  in  heart 
and  lite.  O  that  my  foul  could  be  more  intimately  and 
fsveetly  united  to  the  Lord !  In  the  evening  preached  with 
power ;  but  have  found  my  foul  troubled  within  me  on  ac- 
count of  a  party  fpirit  which  feems  to  prevail  too  much  in 
this  place.  But  they  muft  anfwer  for  their  own  condufl. 
My  bufinefs  is,  through  the  grace  of  GOD,  to  go  ftraight 
forward,  afting  with  honefty,  prudence  and  caution,  and 
than  leave  the  event  to  him. 

Lord's-day,  Augujl  24.  Preached  morning  and  evening, 
and  had  peace  in  my  own  foul.  In  the  evening,  met  the  fo* 
ciety  and  read  Mr.  Wefley's  letter. 

Monday  25.   Early  in  the  morning  we  croflcd  the  North-, 
river,   in  order  to  go  to  Staten  IJland.    Many  people  attend- 
cd  the  word  ;   but  I  know  not  what  to  make  of  them,  for 
though  they  feem  fond  of  hearing,  yet  they  do  not  appear  ta. 
be  much  affefled.    On  Tuefday  went  to  Amboy,  and  dined 

with 
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with  a  mixed  company  of  Affembly-men,  Church-men, 
Quakers,  &c.  many  of  them  came  to  hear  me  in  fport,  but 

went  away  very  ftill.  On  my  return,  preached  at  Mr,  W 's 

to  many  people ;  fome  of  wliom  feemed  to  know  but  little 
of  any  thing  good.  On  Thurfday  returned  to  York^  and 
preached  in  the  evening  to  many  people,  with  fome  life. 
Friday  my  foul  was  kept  in  peac«  and  love  ;  and  while 
preaching  at  night,  both  myfelf  and  others  felt  the  power 
of  GOD  in  our  fouls. 

Saturday  30,  Preached  with  liberty,  and  can  rejoice  in 
GOD  my  falVation,  finding  an  increafing  defire  to  live  to 
him  alone.  Lord's-day  31.  Found  peace  and  life  both 
morning  and  evening,  and  had  many  people  :  went  alfo 
to  church,  and  heard  Dr.  Oglevie  preach  on  the  divinity  of 
Chriil. 

Tuefday,  September  2.  My  heart  was  fixed  to  feek  the 
Lord ;  and  found  fome  nearnefs  to  him,  and  life  in  my 
foul :   preached  alfo  in  the  evening  with  fome  comfort. 

Wcdnefday  3.  Preached  at  5,  and  found  my  foul  this 
day  fixed  to  do  the  will  of  GOD. 

Thurfday  4.  Preached  in  the  morning,  and  found  this 
a  bleffed  day.  Vly  foul  was  lively,  and  my  heart  was  fil- 
led with  holy  thoughts  of  GOD,  and  felt  a  ftrong  and  pure 
deGrC  to  pray,  and  mourn,  and  long  for  GOD.  In  the 
evening  preached  from  thefe  words':  Whofoeverjhall  con- 
Jejs  me  before  men^  him  will  I  confefs  before  my  Father  who 
is  in  heaven. 

Friday  5.  Found  my  foul  grieved  at  the  difcovery  of 
fuch  parties  among  the  people.  Who  can  find  a  faithful 
man  ? 

Saturday,  Sept.  6.  Found  peace  in  my  foul,  and  held 
a  meeting  for  the  better  qrdering  of  the  fpiritual  and  tem.- 
poral  affairs  ot  the  fociety.  In  this  meeting  I  propounded 
the  following  queries. 

I.  How  often  Ihall  there  be  public  preaching  ?  Agreed, 
that  it  fhould  be  on  Tuefday,  Thurfday  and  Friday  nights, 
bcfides  the  Lord's  day  ;  and  exhortatio*n  on  Saturday  night. 

II.  Shall  we  have  morning  preaching?  This  was  a* 
greed  to. 
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III.  Shall  we  have  the  Society-meetings  private?  This 
was  doubted  by  fome;  but  I  infilled  on  it,  from  our  rules 
and  Mr.  We/ley%  laft  letter. 

IV.  Shall  we  make  a  weekly,  and  quarterly  colleftion  ? 
Agreed. 

V.  Can  any  other  means  be  devifed  to  lelFen  the  debt? 
The  debt  was/'iioo;  but  no  other  means  could  be  found 
to  relieve  it. 

VI.  Ought  we  not  to  be  more  ftiift  with  diforderly  per* 
fons?  Very  little  was  faid  in  anfwer  to  this. 

VII.  Shall  we  have  three  ftewards  for  the  fatisfa£lion  of 
the  fociety  ?  Thq  majority  voted  againft  it. 

VIII.  Are  we  as  frugal  as  we  can  be?  It  was  thought 
we  were. 

IX.  Win   the  ftewards  meet  me  once  a  week?   Agreed. 

X.  Do  we  endeavour  to  avoid  ail  partiality  in  the  things 
of  GOD  ? 

XI.  Can  we  come  at  the  balance  of  our  accounts  now, 
Qv  foon?   It  was  thought  we  could. 

XII.  Who  will  ftand  at  the  door  ?   Not  determined. 
Xm.   Shall  we  meet  the  fociety  on  Sunday  nights?   l^his 

was  oppofed  by  fome.      But  I  infifted   upon  it's    being  the 
beft  time;   and  at  laft  it  was  agreed  to  for  a  feafon. 

XIV.  Who  fliall  be  the  colleftors?  This  was  not  de- 
termined,  though  debated. 

XV.  Can  the  preacher  meet  the  children  ?   Agreed. 

XVI.  Can  we  fpread  the  books?  There  was  but  little 
iaid  on  this  hqad,   and  it  was  left  undetermined, 

[Conlinued  at  page  245.] 
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An  account   of  the  death  of  My.   H  add  en,  Inn-keeper  in 
Bath  :  in  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  J.  JVeJIey,  by  Mifs  M.  B. 

WITH  joy  I  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  let- 
ting you  know,  that  our  dear  brother  Hadden  is  at 
laft  gope  to  paradife.  For 
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For  fome  time  before  his  death,  he  was  endued  with  aa 
uncommon  degree  of  deadnefs  to  the  world,  freedom  from 
anxiety,  refpefting  his  family,  and  refignation  under  conti- 
nual  pain  and  weaknefs. 

In  his  long  illnefs,  he  fought  Jefus  in  good  earneft,  and 
deeply  motirned  his  want  of  a  clear  fenfe  of  pardon.  At 
laft,  the  Lord  gave  it  him  fome  time  before  his  death.  He 
then  faid,  *'  I  firmly  believe  Jefus  died  for  me  :  I  could  not 
fay  this  a  little  while  ago  ;  but  it  now  feems  that  I  have  faith 
enough,  to  go  up  into  the  clouds  to  meet  my  Saviour." 

The  next  day,  on  his  faying,  **  I  have  been  in  violent 
pain,"  I  afked,  how  did  you  find  your  foul  then  ?  He  an- 
fwered,  "  All  love  !  all  glory."  On  my  afking  him,  have 
you  now  any  doubt  concerning  the  forgivenefs  of  your  fins? 
he  faid,  **  No  :  none  at  all."  On  Saturday  the  third  in- 
ftant,  he  told  the  nurfe  that  the  angels  would  come  for  him 
at  night,   and  fo  it  proved. 

After  lying  very  ftill  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and,  to 
all  appearance,  was  juft  expiring,   he  raifed  himfelf  up  in 
his  bed,   and  crie4    out,  "  My  bleffed   Lord  !  Oh  !  bleffed 
Jefus  !  There  he  is  !    there  are  the  angels  !  cannot  you  fee 
them?   there  is  another  come  !   Hallelujah  !  hallelujah  !  Oh 
what  happinefs  is  this  J  I  have  been  upon  Mount  Sion  !  What 
a  mercy  is  it,   that  I  have  ray  fenfes  fo  perfeft  ;    that  I  may 
not  fay  any  thing  to  offend  GOD  !  for  nothing  unholy  can 
enter  heaven.      Hallelujah!   Sing!    fing !   hallelujah!    Oh! 
how  happy  am  I  !   What !  a  publican  !  a  publican  happy!  a 
publican  going  to  heaven  !   it  ought,  it  ought  to  be  put  in 
the  newfpaperl  Poor  Mr.  Brookrdan,  (another  inn-keeper  of 
his  acquaintance)  what  will  he  do  when  he   comes  to  die  ? 
Tell  him,  tell  him,    bring  it  round   to   him   fome  way   or 
other  ;   Lord  Jefus  !    open  his  eyes   before   it  is   too  late  !" 
Then  looking  round  on  us,  he  faid,   *'  GOD  blefs  you  all  1 
keep  clofe  to  GOD  and  his  people."     To  me  he  faid,  "  I 
fee  the   devil  up  againft  the  cieling."      On  my  faying,   he 
has  no  power  ovtr  you  ;  he  anfwered,   with  an  air  of  trium- 
phant difdain*  **  Power!  no!    fly   fatan,  get   thee   hence  L 
Hallelujah!  hallelujah  !"  Thus  he  continued  till  he  fell  into 

a  doze. 
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a  doze.      After  lying  fome  time,  he  clapped  his  hands  toge- 
ther, looked  up  with  a  fmiling  countenance,   and  fell  aileep 

in  lefus  ! 

M.  B. 

£ath,  April  I'i,   1773. 


An  account  of  Mis.  Vaughan  :   written  by  her  Son. 

MY  dear  mother  was  firft  awakened  by  hearing  the  Ge- 
neral Baptifts^  and  was  a  member  of  Mr.  Brittain's 
congregation  for  many  years.  She  then  walked  in  all  the 
ordinances  blamelefs,  and  was  a  great  pattern  of  keeping  the 
fabbath-day  holy,  and  of  family-prayer.  In  the  laftof  thefe 
I  fhali  never  Forget  her  ftrong  cries  and  tears  for  her  four 
children,   with  which  fhe  was  left  a  widow. 

fhave  often  heard  her  fay,  "  There  is  a  way  better  than 
this  I  am  now  in,  though  I  know  it  not.  Lord,  fhew  me 
the  right  way,  and  lead  me  in  it!"  At  thi^  time  fhe  had 
no  thoughts  of  being  a  Methodift. 

When  I  was  convinced  of  fin,  and  had  received  a  fenfe 
of  pardon,  fhe  faid,  "  This  is  the  right  way,''  and  never  reft- 
€d  till  the  Lord  fpoke  peace  and  falvation  to  her  foul. 

As  fhe  fat  at  work  one  day,  fhe  was  taken  ill  of  a  vio- 
lent fever*  In  the  beginning  of  her  illnefs,  flie  was  in  an 
extraordinary  manner  filled  with  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghofl. 
Thofe  who  came  to  fee  her  (being  many)  faw  with  wonder 
the  rnighty  power  of  GOD.  She  clapped  her  hands,  and 
faid,  '*  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  I  and  though  after 
my  fkin,  worms  deftroy  this  body,  yet  with  thefe  eyes  I 
fhall  fee  GOD  !  Glory  ]  glory  i  I  once  was  as  vile  as  Ma* 
ry  Magdalen,  Manajfah,  yea,  the  very  devil  himfelf !  though 
I  did  not  live  in  any  outward  fin.  But  now  I  am  made 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb !  I  fhall  praife  him  on 
Mount  Sion,  with  all  the  redeemed  for  ever  and  ever !  for 
t^ver  and  ever  !  Yes,  my  anchor  is  call !  cafl  on  a  rock, 
tvhere   I  fhall  ever  refl.     Oh,   when  will  Gideons  pitcher 
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break  !  and  let  the  lamp  appear  !"   This  fhe  often  repeated  j 
and  to  the  laft,   never  expreft  the  leaft  doubt  or  fear. 

Two  days  before  (he  died,  fhe  exhorted  me  to  cleave  id 
GOD  :  and  told  me,  I  fhould  drink  of  the  cup  of  affliftionr 
in  this  world  ;   but  added, 

*'  Our  fouls  are  in  his  mighty  hand, 
And  he  will  keep  them  ftill; 
And  you  and  I  fhall  furely  ftand. 
With  Chrift  on  Szo?i's  hill." 

From  this  time,  fhe  had  not  a  fhadow  of  a  doubt.  Nor 
do  I  remember  fhe  once  complained,  although  her  affliftion 
was  very  great  ! 

The  night  before  fhe  died,  fhe  fang,- 

*'  Gome  let  us  join  our  cheerful  fong^^ 
With  angels  round  the  throne." 

When  (he  was  fpeechlefs,  Che  feveral  times  endeavoured  tc 
fing.  Though  fhe  had  experienced  deep  conviftions,  and 
great  temptations,  when  fhe  was  firft  awakened,  fhe  was  now 
very  compofed,  and  free  from  all  uneafinefs.  Satan  feemcd 
to  have  no  power  over  her.  She  was  indeed  lofl  and  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  GOD,   her  all  in  all  ! 

About  feven  o'clock  on  Friday  morning,  flie  cried  out, 
**  My  Lord,  and  my  GOD  !"  and  gave  up  her  fpirit  into 
the  arms  of  Jefus,  on  Oftober  i,  1772,  and  in  the  fifty-fifth 
year  of  her  age, 

E.    VAUGHAN.' 

North-Green^  Jan.   12,   1787, 


An  extraS  of  a  letter  from  James  Haw,    elder  of  the  Me- 
thodifi  Epifcopal  church  in  America,    to    Bifltop  Afbury :: 
written  from  Cumberland  near  Kentucke,  about  the  begins 
ning  of  the  year   1789. 
Honoured  Sir, 

GOOD  news  from  Zion — The  work  of  GOD  is  going 
on  rapidly  in  the  new  Wellern  world.      A  glorious 

viSor^ 
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victory  the  Son  of  GOD  has  gained;  and  he  is  ftill  going 
pn  conquering  and  to  conquer.  Shout,  ye  angels!  Hell 
trembles,  and  heaven  rejoices  daily  over  finners  that  repent. 
At  a  quarter-nieeting,  held  in  Burben  county,  Ktntucke^ 
July  19,  20,  1788,  the  Lord  poured  out  his  fpirit  in  a 
wonderful  manner,  firft  on  the  Chrlftians,  and  fanftified  fe- 
yeral  of  them  very  powerfully  and  glorioufly,  and  as  I  cha- 
ritably hope,  wholly.  The  feekers  alfo  felt  the  power 
and  prcfence  of  GOD,  and  cried  for  mercy  as  at  the  point 
of  death.  We  prayed  with,  and  for  them,  till  we  had  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  Lord  converted  17  or  18  precious 
fouls.      Hallelujah^  praife  ye  the  Lord. 

As  I  went  from  that  part,  through  the  circuit,  ta  another 
quarter-meeting,  the  Lord  converted  two  or  three  more. 
The  Sat,  and  Sun,  follovsqng,  the  Lord  poured  out  his  fpirit 
again;  the  work  qf  fanfiiiicatiqn  amongft  the  believers  broke  out 
at  the  Lord's  table  ;  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  went  through 
the  affembly  like  a  mighty  rufhing  wind:  fome  fell,  many  cried 
for  mercy;  fighs  and  groans  proceeded  from  their  hearts  ; 
tears  of  forrovy  for  fin  ran  flreaming  down  their  eyes;  their 
prayers  reached  to  heaven,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  en- 
tered into  them,  and  filled  14  or  15  with  peace  and  joy  in 
believing.  Salvation!  O  the  joyful  found,  how  the  echo 
flies !  A  few  days  after,  brother  Poythre/s  came,  and  went 
with  me  to  another  quarter-meeting:  we  had  another  gra- 
cious fcafon  round  the  Lord's  table,  but  no  remarkable 
ftir  till  after  preaching:  but  under  feveral  exhortations  fome 
burfted  out  into  tears,  others  trembled,  and  fome  fell.  I 
fprang  in  among  the  people,  and  the  Lord  converted  one 
more  very  powerfully,  who  pralfed  the  Lord  with  fuch  ac- 
clamation of  joy  as,  I  truft,  will  never  be  forgotten.  The 
Sunday  following  I  preached  my  farewell-fermon,  and  met 
the  clafs,  and  the  Lord  converted  three  more,  glory  be  to 
bis  holy  name  for  ever. 

The  firft  round  I  went  in  Cumberland,  the  Lord  convert, 
cd  fix  precious  fouls,  and  I  joined  three  gracious  Baptifts 
to  our  church :  and  every  round,  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
fopie  finners  are  awakened,  fome  feekers  joined  to  fociety, 

and 
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and  fome  penitents  converted  to  GOD,    At  our  Cumlerland 
quarter-meeting,   the  Lord  converted  fix  fouls  the  firft  day, 
and    one   the    next:    glory,    honour,    praife,   and    power, 
be  onto  our  GOD  for  ever.      The  work  flill  goes   on.    I 
have  joined  two  more  ferious   Baptifts,   fince  the  quarter- 
meeting,   and  the  Lord  has  converted  feveral  more  precious 
fouls  in  various  parts  of  the  circuit,  and  fome  more  have 
joined  the    fociety,  fo  that  we  have    112  difciples  now    in 
Cumberland,  47  of  whom  (I  truft)  have  received  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  fmcc  they  believed:   and  I  hope  thefe  arc 
but  the  firfl  fruits  of  an  univerfal  harveft,   which  GOD  will 
give  us  in  this  country.      Brother  Majju  is  with  me,  going 
on  weeping  over  finners,   and  the  Lord  blefles  his  labours. 
A  letter  from    brother   Willianifon,  dated  Nov.  10,    1788, 
informs  me  that  the  work  is  flill  going  on  rapidly  in  Ken^ 
tucke;    that  at    two    quarter-meetings  fince  I    came   away, 
the  Lord  poured  out  his  fpirit  and  converted  10  penitents, 
and  fanflified   five  believers  at  the  firft,   and  20  more  were 
converted    at  the    fecond.        Indeed     the,    wildernefs  and 
folitary  places  are  glad,   and  the  defart  rejoices,   and  blof- 
foms  as   the  rofe,    and    I  truft  will  fopn  become    beautiful 
a*?  Tirza,  and   comely   as  jferufakm.      What  fhall  I   more 
fay  ?     Time  w^ould  fail    to    tell  you   all    the  Lord's  doings 
i^mongft  us;    it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.      To  him  be  glo- 
ry,  honour,   praife,   power,   might,   majefty  and  dominion, 
both  now  and  for  ever,   amen  and  amen, 

P.  S.  Some  ot  our  refponfible  members  of  Gumhrlavd 
have  formerly  lived  at  a  place  called  the  Natchez,  on  the 
MiffiJJ:ppi,  then  under  the  Britifti,  now  under  the  govern- 
ment of  Spain.  There  are  (they  fay)  6  or  700  American 
families  there,  who  have  no  proteftant  minifter  of  any  kind, 
and  I  fear,  are  perilbing  for  w^ant  of  the  bread  of  life.  I 
cxpefl  to  know  by  the  fpring,  if  there  be  free  and  full 
toleration  for  the  proteftant  religion  there,  and  if  there  be, 
to  make  the  report  to  the  conference, 

POETRY. 
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OnikeShortnefsofUxJUXti   Life. 

LIKE  as  a  damafk  rofe  you  fee. 
Or  like  the  blofToms  on  a  tree. 
Or  like  the  fragVant  flowers  in  May, 
Or  like  the  morning  to  the  day, 
Or  like  the  fun,    or  like  the  fhade. 
Or  like  the  gourd  which  Jonah  had  : 
E'en  fuch  is  man,   whofe  thread  is  fpun. 
Drawn  out,   and  cut,    and  fo  it's  done  ; 
Withers  the  rofe,   the  bloffom  blafls, 
The  flower  fades,  the  morning  haftes. 
The  fun  doth  fet,   the  fliadows  fly. 
The  gourd  confumes,  and  mortals  die  1 

Like  to  the  grafs  that's  newly  fprung. 
Or  like  the  tale  that's  j'jft  begun. 
Or  like  a  bird  that's  here  to-day. 
Or  like  the  pearled  dew  of  May, 
Or  like  an  hour,  or  like  a  fpan. 
Or  like  the  finging  of  a  fwan  : 
E'en  fuch  is  man,  who  lives  by  breath  ; 
Is  here;   is  there;   in  life;   in  death  ! 
The  grafs  decays,   the  tale  doth  end, 
The  bird  is  flown,   the  dews  afcend. 
The  hour  is  fliort,   the  fpan  not   long. 
The  fwan's  near  death  !   man's  life  is  done  ! 

Like  to  a  bubble  on  a  brook, 
Or  (in  a  mirror)  like  a  look, 
Or  like  a  fliuttle  in  the  hand. 
Or  like  a  writing  on  the  fand, 
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Or  like  a  thought,  or  like  a  dream. 
Or  like  the  gliding  ol  a  ftream  : 
E'en  fuch  is  man,   whole  life  by  breath  ; 
Is  here  ;   is  there  ;   in  life,   in  death  ! 
The  bubble's  burft  ;   the  look's  forgot ; 
The  fhuttle's  flung  ;   the  writing  blot ; 
The  thought  is  paft  ;   the  dream  is  gone  ; 
The  water  glides — man's  life  is  done ! 


The  Benefit  ^Affliction,  Job  v.  6,  7,  §. 

WHEN  huge  affliftions  prefs  me  down, 
And  forrows  make  my  nature  groan^ 
Where  fhall  I  find  relief? 
I'll  bow  myfelf  before  my  GOD, 
And  humbly  kifs  the  facred  rod. 
Till  he  affwagc  my  grief. 

My  num'rous  fms  will  I  confefs, 
And  own  in  every  fore  diRrefs 

The  Lord  is  good  and  juft  : 
For  by  experience  I  have  found 
Arflitlions  fpring  not  from  the  ground, 

Nor  troubles  from  the  duft. 

vSo  fure  as  fparks  frpm  burning  fire. 
By  native  force  will  flill  afpire. 

And  upward  wing  their  way  ; 
So  furely  man  is  born  to  pain  ; 
Our  common  lot  is  to  complain. 

While  here  on  earth  we  ftay. 

Nor  is  the  caufe  fo  hard  to  telF, 
Since  from  the  Lord  we  bafely  fell. 

And  left  the  fource  of  blifs  : 
How  can  we  hope  for  joys  ferene. 
While  fin,  the  monfter,  lurks  within. 

That  parent  of  diftrefs  ? 


To 


?6EtRV.  i^ 

To  Jefus  then  I  make  my  moan : — • 

O,  plead  my  caufe  before  the  throne  ! 

Thou  haft  the  Father's  ear  : 
Since  thou  for  me  didft  undertake, 
My  fuit  is  gain'd — -thy  blood  did  make 

Atonement  at  his  bar. 

A    LAWYER'S    PRAYER. 

ORDAIN'D  to  tread  the  thorny  ground 
Where  few^   I  fear,  are  faithful  found. 
Mine  be  the  confcience  void  of  blame. 
The  upright  heart,  the  fpotlefs  name. 
The  tribute  of  the  widow's  prayer, 
The  righted  orphan's  grateful  tear  : 
To  virtue  and  her  friends  a  friend. 
Still  may  my  voice  the  weak  defend* 
Ne'er  may  my  proftituted  tongue 
Proteft  th'  oppreflbr^n  his  wrong. 
Nor   wreft  the  fpirit  of  the  laws. 
To  fanftify  the  villain's  caufe. 
Let  others  with  unfparing  hand 
Scatter  their  poifon  through  the  land; 
inflame  diffention,   kindle  ftrife, 
And  ftrew  with  ills  the  path  of  life. 
On  fuch  her  gifts  let  fortune  fliower, 
Add  wealth  to  wealth,   and  power  to  powder: 
On  me  may  fav'ring  heaven  beftow 
That  peace  which  good  men   only  know; 
The  joy  of  joys,   by  few  poffefs'd, 
Th' eternal  fun-fhine  of  the  breaft. 
All  earthly  good  I  here  refign. 
The  praife  of  honefty  be  mine; 
That  friends  may  weep,   the  worthy  figh. 
And  poor  men  blefs  me  when  I  die. 

A  prayer 


:.^ 
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A  prayer  Jot  one  grievoujly  tempUd. 

JESUS,  the  promife  made  by  thee 
We  plead,  and  touching  this  agree, 
To  a(k  it  for  our  friend; 
The  help  thou  only  canft  bellow, 
Deliverance  from  her  cruel  foe, 
A  fwift  deliverance  fend^ 

The  virtue  of  thy  faving  name. 
To-day,  as  ycftcrday  the  fame. 

In  her  relief  exert; 
The  fiend  who  dares  thy  temple  feize, 
No  longer  fuffer  him  t'  opprefs, 

But  bid  him  now  depart. 

Thou  canft  with  equal  eafc  make  whole 
The  body  and  the  Cn-fick  foul, 

Phyhcian  of  mankind : 
Thy  patient,  Lord,  at  once  reftore, 
Till'd  with  the  fpirit  of  love  and  power. 

And  of  a  healthful  mind. 

Cloth'd  with  humility  and  grace, 
Thy  fav'd,  thy  happy  handmaid  place 

Attentive  at  thy  feet; 
And  never  may  fhe  thence  remove, 
Till  fpotlefs  in  thy  fight  above 

She  finds  her  joy  complete. 
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PREDESTINATION  CALMLT  CONSIDERED. 

[By  John  Wesley,  M.  A.] 

Tiaf  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument 

I  may  eijfert  eternal  Providence^ 

Andjujiify  the  ways  of  God  with  man,         Milton. 

I.  T  AM  inclined  to  believe,  that  many  of  thofe  who  en- 
I  joy  the  faith  which  worketh  by  love,  may  iTemember 
fome  time  when  the  power  of  the  Higheft  wrought  upon 
them  in  an  eminent  manner ;  when  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
laid  the  mountains  low,  brake  all  the  rocks  in  pieces,  and 
mightily  *fhed  abroad  his  love  in  their  hearts,  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft  given  unto  them.  And  at  that  time,  it  is  certain 
they  had  no  power  to  rejj}  the  grace  of  GOD.  They 
were  then^  no  more  able  to  flop  the  courfe  of  that  torrent 
which  carried  all  before  it,  than  to  ftem  the  waves  of  the 
fea  with  their  hand,  or  to  flay  the  fun  in  the  midft  of  hea- 
ven. 

II.  And  the  children  of  GOD  may  continually  obferve, 
how  his  love  leads  them  on  from  faith  to  faith ;  with  what 
tendernefs  he  watches  over  their  fouls  ;  with  what  care  he 
brings  them  back  if  they  go  aftray,  and  then  upholds  their 
going  in  his  path,  that  their  footfteps  may  not  Aide.  They 
Vol.  II.  D  d  cannot 
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cannot  but  obferve,  how  unwilling  he  is,  to  let  them  go 
from  ferving  him :  and  how,  notwithftanding  the  ftubborn- 
nefs  of  their  wills,  and  the  wildnefs  of  their  paflions,  he 
goes  on  in  his  work,  conquering  and  to  conquer,  till  he 
put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet, 

III.  The  further  this  work  is  carried  on  in  their  hearts, 
the  more  earneftly  do  they  cry  out,  Noi  unto  usy  O  Lord, 
hut  unto  thy  name  give  the  praifcy  for  thy  mercy  aftd  for  thy 
truth's  fake.  The  more  deeply  are  they  convinced,  that 
by  grace  we  are  faved ;  not  of  works ,  left  any  man  JJjould 
boaji :  that  we  are  not  pardoned  and  accepted  with  GOD, 
for  the  fake  of  any  thing  we  have  done,  but  wholly  and 
folely  for  the  fake  of  Chrift,  of  what  he  hath  done  and 
fufFered  for  us.  The  more  affuredly  likewife  do  they  know 
that  the  condition  of  this  acceptance  is  faith  alone :  before 
which  gift  of  GOD  no  good  work  can  be  done,  none 
which  hath  not  in  it  the  nature  of  fin« 

IV.  How  eaftly  then  may  a  believer  infer,  from  what  he 
hath  experienced  in  his  own  foul,  that  the  true  grace  of 
GOD  always  works  irrefiflihly  in  every  believer :  that  GOD 
will  finiOi  wherever  he  has  begun  this  work,  fo  that  it  is 
impofftble  {or  zny  beHever  to  fall  from  grace:  and  laftly, 
that  the  reafon  why  GOD  gives  this  to  fome  only,  and 
not  to  others,  is  becaufe  of  his  own  will :  without  any 
previous  regard  either  to  their  faith  or  works,  he  hath  ab^ 

folutelyy  unconditionally  predeflinated  them  to  life,  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world. 

V.  Agreeable  hereto,  in  the  Proteflant  confeffidn  of 
faith,  drawn  up  at  Paris y  in  the  year  1559,  we  have  thefe 
words:  Article  12. 

"  We  believe,  that  out  of  the  general  corruption  and 
condemnation  in  which  all  men  are  plunged,  GOD  draws 
thofe  whom  in  his  eternal  and  unalterable  counfel  he  has 
elected  by  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  through  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  without  confidering  their  works,  leaving  the 
others  in  the  fame  corruption  and  condemnation." 

VI.  To 
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VI.  To  the  fame  effeft  fpeak  the  Dutch  divines,  aflem- 
bled  at  Dorty  in  the  year  1618.  Their  words  are:  Arti- 
cle 6.  etfeq. 

"  Whereas,  in  proc^fs  of  time,  GOD  beftowed  faith 
on  fome,  and  not  on  others,  this  proceeds  from  his  eternal 
decrees. — According  to  which  he  foftens  the  hearts  of  the 
eledl,  and  leaveth  them  that  are  not  eleft  in  their  wick- 
ednefs  and  hardnefs. 

«  And  herein  is  difcovered  the  difference  put  between 
men  equally  loft,  that  is  to  fay,  the  decree  of  Election  and 
Reprobation. 

*«  Election  is,  the  unchangeable  decree  of  GOD,  by 
which,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  he  hath  cho- 
fen  ia  Chrill  unto  falvation  a  fet  number  of  men.  This 
Election  is  one  and  the  fame  of  all  who  are  to  be  faved. 

"  Not  all  men  are  elefted,  but  fome  are  not  elefted ; 
whom  GOD  in  his  unchangeable  good-pleafure  hath  de- 
creed to  leave  in  the  common  mifery,  and  not  to  beftow 
faving  faith  upon  them ;  but  leaving  them  in  their  own 
ways,  at  lad  to  condemn  and  punifli  them  everlaftingly  for 
their  unbelief,  and  alfo  for  their  other  fins.  And  this  is 
the  decree  of  Reprobation," 

VII.  Likewife,  in  the  confeflion  of  faith  fet  forth  by 
the  aflembly  of  Englifh  and  Scotch  divines,  in  the  year 
1646,  are  thefe  words,  chap.  iii. 

^'  GOD  from  all  eternity  did  unchangeably  ordain  what- 
foever  comes  to  pafs. 

''  By  the  decree  of  GOD,  for  the  manifeftation  of  his 
glory,  fome  men  and  angels  are  predeftinated  unto  ever- 
lafting  life,  and  others  fore-ordained  to  everlafting  death. 

«'  Thefe  angels  and  men,  thus  predeftinated  and  fore- 
ordained, are  particularly  and  unchangeably  defigned,  and 
their  number  fo  certain  and  definite,  that  it  cannot  be  ei- 
ther increafed  or  diminiftied. 

''  Thofe  of  mankind  that  are  predeftinated  unto  life, 
GOD,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  —  hath  chofen 
in  Chrift  unto  everlafting  glory  —  without  any  forefight  of 
faith  or  good  works. 

«^  The 
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«  The  reft  of  mankind,  GOD  was  pleafed  —  for  the 
glory  of  his  fovereign  power  over  his  creatures,  to  pafs  by, 
and  to  ordain  them  to  diftionour  and  wrath." 

No  lefs  exprefs  are  Mr.  Calvin's  words,  in  his  Chrijlian 
Injlitutions^  chap.  xxi.   feet,    i. 

<<  All  men  are  not  created  for  the  fame  end  •,  but  fome 
are  fqre-ordained  to  eternal  life,  others  to  eternal  damna- 
tion. So  according  as  every  man  was  created  for  the  one 
end  or  the  other,  we  fay,  he  was  eleBed^  i.  e.  predeftinat- 
ed  to  hfe,  or  reprobated^  i.  e.  predeftinated  to  damna-* 
tion,'* 

VIII.  Indeed  there  are  fome  who  aflert  the  decree  of 
Election,  and  not  the  decree  of  Reprobation.  They  af- 
fert,  that  GOD  hath  by  a  pofitive,  unconditional  decree, 
chofen  fome  to  life  and  falvation :  but  not  that  he  hath  by 
any  fuch  decree,  devoted  the  reft  of  mankind  to  deftruc- 
tion,  Thefe  are  they  to  whom  I  would  addrefs  myfelf 
firft :  and  let  me  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies 
of  GOD,  to  lift  up  your  hearts  to  him,  and  to  beg  of 
him  to  free  you  from  all  prepofleflion,  from  the  prejudices 
even  of  your  tender  years,  and  from  whatfoever  might 
hinder  the  light  of  GOD  from  fhining  in  upon  your  fouls : 
let  us  calmly  and  fairly  weigh  thefe  things,  in  the  balance 
of  the  fanctuary ;  and  let  all  be  done  in  love  and  meeknefs 
of  wifdom,  as  becomes  thofe  who  are  fighting  under  one 
Captain,  and  who  humbly  hope  they  are  joint-heirs  through 
him  of  the  glory  which  (hall  be  revealed. 

I  am  verily  perfuaded,  that  in  the  uprlghtnefs  of  your 
heart,  you  defend  the  decree  of  unconditional  Election : 
even  in  the  fame  uprightnefs  wherein  you  reje£t  and  ab- 
hor that  of  unconditional  Reprobation.  But  confider,  I 
entreat  you,  whether  you  are  confiftent  with  yourfelves ; 
confider,  whether  this  Election  can  be  feparate  from  Re- 
probation \  whether  one  of  them  does  not  imply  the  other> 
fo  that  in  holding  one,  you  muft  hold  both. 

IX.  That  this  was  the  judgment  of  thofe  who  had  the 
l^noft  deeply  confidered  the  nature  of  thefe  decrees,  of  the 

^ffembly 
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aflembly  of  Engli{h  and  Scotch  divines,  of  the  reformed 
churches  both  in  France  and  the  Low-Countriesy  and  of  Mr. 
Calvin  himfelf,  appears  from  their  own  words,  beyond  all 
pofTibihty  of  contradiclion.  <^  Out  of  the  general  corrup- 
**  tion"  (faith  the  French  church)  "  he  draws  thofe  whom 
<«  he  hath  eledled  ;  leaving  the  others  in  the  fame  corrupt 
<«  tion,  according  to  his  immoveable  'decree."  "  Bynhe 
«^  decree  of  GOD"  (fays  the  aflembly  of  Enghfh  and 
Scotch  divines)  "  fome  are  predeftinated  unto  everlaiting 
**  life,  others,  fore-ordained  to  everlafting  death,"  ^'  GOD 
<^  hath  once  for  all"  (faith  Mr.  Calvin)  "  appointed,  by 
"  an  eternal  and  unchangeable  decree,  to  whom  he  would 
"  give  falvation,  and  whom  he  would  devote  to  deflruc- 
<<  tlon."  hijl.  cap.  iii.  feft.  7.  Nay,  it  is  obfervable,  Mr. 
Calvin  fpeaks  with  utter  contempt  and  difdain  of  all,  who 
endeavour  to  feparate  the  one  from  the  other,  who  aflert 
Eleelion  without  Reprobation.  <^  Many"  (fays  he)  «  as 
«^  it  were  to  excufe  GOD,  own  Eleftion,  and  deny  Re- 
^^  probation.  But  this  is  quite  filly  and  childiih.  For 
^^  Eleftion  cannot  ftand  without  Reprobation.  Whom 
^<  GOD  pafies  by,  thofe  he  reprobates.  It  is  one  and  the 
«^  fame  thing."     Injl.  1.  3.  c.  23.  feci,  i, 

X.  Perhaps,  upon  deeper  confideration,  you  will  find 
yourfelves  of  the  fame  judgment.  It  may  be,  you  alfo 
hold  Reprobation,  though  you  know  it  not.  Do  not  you 
believe,  that  GOD  who  made  one  ^ejjel  unto  honour y  hath 
made  another  unto  eternal  dijhonour  P  Do  not  you  believe, 
that  the  men  who  turn  the  grace  of  our  GOD  into  lafcivi^ 
cufnefsy  luere  before  ordained  of  GOD  unto  this  condemnation P 
Do  not  you  think,  th^t  for  this  fame purpofcy  GOD  raifed 
Pharaoh  up^  that  he  might  fhew  his  fovereign  power  in  his 
deftruftion  ?  And  that  Jacoh  have  I  loved^  but  Efau  have 
I  hatedy  refers  to  their  eternal  ftate  ?  Why  then  you  hold 
abfolute  Reprobation ;  and  you  think  Efau  and  Pharaoh 
were  inftances  of  it :  as  well  as  all  thofe  vejfels  made  unto 
di/Jjonoury  thofe  men  before  ordained  unto  condemnation. 

XI.To 
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XL  To  kt  this  matter  in  a  ftill  clearer  light,  you  need 
only  anfwer  one  queftion.  Is  any  man  faved,  who  is  not 
eledled  ?  Is  it  poflible,  that  any  not  eleded,  fliould  be 
fayed?  If  you  fay,  No,  you  put  an  end  to  the  doubts 
You  efpoufe  Election  and  Reprobation  together.  You 
confirm  Mr.  Calvin's  words,  that  "  without  Reprobation, 
«^  Bledlion  itfelf  cannot  ftand.*^  You  allov/,  though  you 
were  not  fenfible  of  It  before,  that  ^'  whom  GOD  eleda 
*«  not,  them  he  reprobates.." 

Try  whether  it  be  poffible,  in  any  particular  cafe,  to  fe- 
parate  Eleftion  from  Reprobation.  Take  one  of  thofe  who 
are  fuppofed  not  to  be  elected;  one  whom  GOD  hath  not 
chofen  unto  life  and  falvation.  Can  this  man  be  faved  from 
fin  and  hell  ?  You  anfwer,  "  No." — Why  not  ?  "  Be- 
<^  caufe  he  is  not  elefted.  Becaufe  GOD  hath  unchanged 
**  abJy  decreed,  to  fave  fo  many  fouls  and  no  more ;  and 
«  be  is  not  of  that  number.  Him  GOD  hath  decreed  ta 
^  pafs  by  •,  to  leave  him  to  evcrlafting  deftru6lion :  in  con- 
^^-  fequence  of  which  irreliftible  decree,  the  man  perifties 
•f*  everlaftingly."  O,  my  brethren,  how  fmall  is  the  dif- 
ference between  this  and  a  broad,  bar€-faced  reproba'=* 
tion.. 

XII.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  make  this  cafe  your  own. 
In  thQ  midfh  of  life  you  are  in  death,  your  foul  is  dead 
while  you  live,  if  you  live  in  fin,  if  you  do  not  live  to 
GOD.  And  who  can  deliver  you  from  the  body  of  this 
death  ?  Only  the  grace  of  GOD  in  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,, 
But  GOD  hath  decreed  to  give  this  grace  to  others  only,, 
u^id  not  to  you :  to  leave  you  in  unbelief  and  fpiritual  death, 
and  for  tliat  unbelief  to  punifii  you  with  death  everlafting. 
Well  then  mayeft  thou  cry,  even  till  thy  throat  is  dry,  "  Q 
wretched  man  that  I  am  !"  For  an  unchangeable,  irrefifti- 
ble  decree  ftandeth  between,  thee  and  the  very  poffibility  of 
falvation*  Go  now,  and  fi.nd  out  how  to  fpht  the  hair, 
between  thy  being  reprobated,  and  not-elefted :  how  to  fe- 
parate  Reprobation,  in  its  moft  effeclual  fenfe,  from  un- 
CQuditional  Eledlion. 

XIII.  Acknow- 


Xll.  Acknowledge  then,  that  you  hold  Reprobation. 
Avow  it  in-  the  face  of  the  fun.  To  be  confiilent  with 
yourfelf  you  muft  openly  affert,  that  "  without  Reproba- 
**  tion  this  Eleclion  cannot  ftand."  You  know  it  cannot^ 
You  know  if  GOD  hath  fixed  a  decree,  that  thefe  men  only 
(hall  be  faved,  in  fuch  a  decree  it  is  manifeftly  implied,  that 
all  other  men  fhall  be  damned*  If  GOD  hath  decreed,  that 
ihis  part  of  mankind,  and  no  more,  fliall  live  eternally,  you 
cannot  but  fee,  it  is  therein  decreed,  «  that  the  other  part 
fhall  never  fee  life."  O,  let  us  deal  ingenuoufly  with  each 
other !  What  we  really  hold,  let  us  openly  profefs.  And 
if  Reprobation  be  the  truth,  it  will  bear  the  light  j  for 
the  word  of  our  GOD  Jh  all  Jl and  for  ever. 

XIV.  Now  then,  without  any  extenuation  on  the  one 
hand,  or  exaggeration  on  the  other,  let  us  look  upon  this 
docflrine  (call  it  what  you  pleafe)  naked,  and  in  its  native 
colour.  Before  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid, 
GOD  of  his  own  mere  will  and  pleafure,  fixed  a  decree 
concerning  all  the  children  of  men  who  {hould  be  born  un- 
to the  end  of  the  world.  This  decree  was  unchangeable 
with  regard  to  GOD,  and  irrefiftible  with  regard  to  man- 
And  herein  it  was  ordained,  that  cne  part  of  mankind 
fliould  be  faved  from  fin  and  hell,  and  all  the  reft  left  to 
perifli  for  ever  and  ever,  w^ithout  help,  v/ithout  hope. 
That  none  of  thefe  fliould  have  that  grace,  which  alone 
could  prevent  their  dwelling  with  everlafting  burnings, 
GOD  decreed  for  this  caufe  alone,  "  becaufe  it  was  his 
<^  good  pleafure :"  and  for  this  end,  **  to  fhew  forth  his 
*^  glorious  power,  and  his  fovereignty  over  all  the 
««  earth." 

XV.  Now  can  you,  upon  refleclion,  believe  this  ?  Per- 
haps you  will  fay.  «^  I  do  not  think  about  it."  That  will 
never  do.  You  not  only  think  about  it  (though  it  may  be^ 
confufedly)  but  fpeak  about  it  too,  whenever  you  fpeak  of 
unconditional  Eledion.  You  do  not  think  about  it !  What 
do  you  mean  ?  Do  you  never  think  about  Efau  or  Pharaoh? 
Or  in  general,  about  ^  certain  tmniber  of  fouls,  whom  alone 

GOD 
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GOD  hath  decreed  to  fave  ?  Why  in  that  very  thought 
Reprobation  lurks :  it  entered  your  heart  the  very  momer^t 
tli^at  entered:  it  (lays  as  long  as  that  flays:  and  you  cannot 
fpeak  that  thought  v^ithout  fpeaking  of  Reprobation.  True, 
it  is  covered  with  fig-leaves,  fo  that  a  heediefs  eye  may  not 
obferve  it  to  be  there.  But  if  you  narrowly  obferve,  un- 
conditional Ele6lion  cannot  appear,  without  the  cloven  foot 
of  Reprobation.. 

XVL  But  do  not  the  fcriptures  fpeak  of  EleBion  ?  They 
fay,  St.  Paul  was  ^^  an  eleEied  or  chofen  veflel :"  Nay, 
and  fpeak  of  great  numbers  of  men,  as  ^^  eleEl^  according 
<f  to  the  fore-knowledge  of  GOD."  "  You  cannot  there- 
«^  fore  deny,  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  EleBion.  And  if 
«^  there  be,  w^hat  do  you  mean  by  it  ?" 

I  will  tell  you,  in  all  plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  I  believe 
it  commonly  means  one  of  thefe  two  things ;  firft,  a  di* 
vine  appointment  of  fome  particular  men,  to  do  fome  par* 
ticular  work  in  the  world.  And  this  Election  I  believe  to 
fae  not  only  perfonal,  but  abfolute  and  unconditional* 
Thus  C^rus  was  ele^ed  to  rebuild  the  temple,  and  St.  Paul^ 
with  the  twelve,  to  preach  the  gofpel.  But  I  do  not  find 
this  to  have  any  neceflary  connexion  with  eternal  happi- 
nefs.  Nay,  it  is  plain,  it  has  not :  for  one  who  is  ele5led 
in  this  fenfe,  may  yet  be  loft  eternally.  Have  I  not  chofen 
(ele6led)  you  tivelve  F  faith  our  Lord :  yet  one  of  yoit  hath  a 
dey'iL  Judas ^  you  fee,  was  eleEied  as  well  as  the  reft  :  yet 
is  his  lot  with  the  devil  and  his  angels. 

\Continued  at  page  261 .3 


SERMON    XVIL 

On  Romans  xv.  2. 
Let  every  one  of  us  pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification. 


ui 


NDOUBTEDLY  the  duty  here  prefcribed  is 
incumbent  on  all  mankind :  at  leaft  on  every  one 

of 
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^f  tho'fe,  to  whom  are  intruded  the  oracles  of  GOD.  For 
it  is  here  enjoiaed  to  every  one  without  exception,  that 
names  the  name  of  Chrift.  And  the  perfon  whom  every- 
one is  commanded  to  pleafe  is  kis  neighbour,  that  is,  every 
child  of  man.  Only  we  are  to  remember  here,  what  the 
fame  apoftle  fpeaks  upon  a  limilar  occafion.  If  it  be  poJfihUy 
as  much  as  lieth  in  youy  lin)e  peaceably  ivith  all  men.  In  like 
manner  we  are  to  pleafe  all  men,  if  it  be  poflible,  as  much 
as  lieth  in  us:  but  ftriftly  fpeaking,  it  is  not  poflible:  it  is 
what  no  man  ever  did,  nor  ever  will  perform.  But  fup- 
pofe  we  ufe  our  utmoil  diligence,  be  the  event  as  it  may, 
we  fulfil  our  duty. 

2.  We  may  fartheif  obferve,  in  how  admirable  a  manner 
the  apoftle  limits  this  diredion :  othervi^ife,  were  it  purfued 
Nvithout  any  limitation,  it  might  produce  the  moft  mif- 
"chievous  confequences*  We  are  direfted  to  pleafe  them 
for  their  good:  not  barely  for  the  fake  of  pleafing  them, 
or  pleafing  ourfelves:  much  lefs  of  pleafing  them  to  their 
hurt,  which  is  fo  frequently  done :  indeed  continually  done> 
by  thofe  who  do  not  love  their  neighbour  as  themfelves. 
Nor  is  it  only  their  temporal  good,  which  we  are  to  aim 
at  in  pleafing  our  neighbour;  but  what  is  of  infinitely 
greater  confequence,  we  ate  to  do  it  for  their  edification : 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  conduce  to  their  fpiritual  and 
eternal  good.  We  are  fo  to  pleafe  them,  that  the  pleafure 
may  not  perifh  in  the  ufing,  but  may  redound  to  their  laft-^ 
ing  advantage :  may  make  them  wifer  and  better,  holier 
and  happier,  both  in  time  and  in  eternity. 

3.  Many  are  the  treatifes  and  difcourfes  which  have  been 
publiflied  on  this  important  fiibjeft.  But  all  of  them  that 
I  have  either  feen  or  heard,  were  miferably  defective. 
Hardly  one  of  them  propofed  the  right  end:  one  and  all 
had  fome  lower  defign  in  pleafing  men,  than  to  fave  their 
fouls,  to  build  them  up  in  love  and  holinefs.^  Of  confe- 
quence, they  were  not  likely  to  propofe  the  right  means, 
for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  One  celebrated  trail  of 
this  kind,  entitled  The  Couriier,  was  publilhed  in  Spain^ 
about  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  tranilated  into  various 
languages.     But  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  edification^  and 
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is  therefore  quite  wide  of  the  mark.  Another  treatife,  tn^ 
titled  The  Compleat  Courtier yW2i^  pu  blifned  in  our  country-j 
in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  and  (as  it  feems) 
by  a  retainer  to  his  court:  in  this  there  are  feveral  very 
fenfible  advices,  concerning  our  outward  behaviour:  and 
many  little  improprieties  in  word  or  action  are  obferved, 
whereby  men  difpleafe  others  without  intending  it :  but 
this  author  likewife  has  no  view  at  all  to  the  fpiritual  ot 
eternal  good  of  his  neighbour.  Seventy  or  eighty  years 
ago  another  book  was  printed  In  London^  entitled  The  Art 
cf  Pleafmg,  But  as  it  was  wrote  in  a  languid  manner,  and 
contained  only  common,  trite  obfervations,  it  was  not  like- 
ly to  be  of  ufe  to  men  of  underftanding,  and  ftill  lefs  to 
men  of  piety. 

4.  But  it  may  be  afked.  Has  not  the  fubjeft  been  fmcc 
treated  of  by  a  writer  of  a  very  different  charafter  ?  Is 
it  not  exhaufted,  by  one  who  was  himfelf  a  confummate 
mafter  of  the  art  of  pleafing?  And  who  writing  to  one  he 
tenderly  loved,  to  a  favourite  fon,  gives  him  all  the  advices 
which  his  great  underftanding,  improved  by  various  learn* 
ing,  and  the  experience  of  many  years,  and  much  con- 
verfe  with  all  forts  of  men,  could  fuggeft  ?  I  mean  the 
late  lord  Chejlerjield^  the  general  darling  of  all  the  Irijljy  as 
well  as  the  EngliJIj  nation. 

5.  The  means  of  pleafing  which  this  wife  and  indul- 
gent parent  continually  and  earncftly  recommends  to  his 
darling  child,  and  on  which  he  doubtiefs  formed  both  his 
tempers  and  outward  conduct, 

"  Till  death  untimely  ftopp'd  his  tuneful  torrgue,'' 

were,  firft.  Making  love  (In  the  groffeft  fenfe)  to  all  the 
married  women,  whom  he  conveniently  could.  (Single 
women  he  advifes  him  to  refrain  from,  for  fear  of  difa- 
greeable  confequences.)  Secondly,  Conftant  and  careful 
dijfimidation^  always  wearing  a  mafk :  trufting  no  man  up- 
on earth,  fo  as  to  let  him  know  his  real  thoughts,  but  per- 
petually feeming  to  mean  what  he  did  not  mean,  and  feem- 
ing  to  be  what  he  was  not*    Thirdly,  Well-devifed  lying  to 

all 


A    SERMON    ON    ROM.    XV.    2*  ^Ip 

^11  forts  of  people,  fpeaking  what  was  fartheft  from  his 
heart :  and  in  pavticular  finttering  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren,  as  the  infiillible  way  of  pleafing  them. 

It  needs  no  great  art  to  fhew  that  this  is  not  the  way  to 
pleafe  our  neighbour  for  his  good^  or  to  edification.  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  fhew,  that  there  is  a  better  way  of  doing  it ; 
and  indeed  a  way  diametrically  oppofite  to  this.     It.confifts 

I.  In  removing  hinderances  out  of  the  way,  and 

II.  In  ufing  the  means  that  directly  tend  to  this  end. 

1.  I.  I  advife  all  that  defire  to  pleafe  their  neighhour  for 
his  good  to  edification^  firft.  To  remove  all  hinderances  out 
of  the  way;  or,  in  other  words,  to  avoid  every  thing  which 
tends  to  difpleafe  wife  and  good  men,  men  of  found  under- 
ftanding  and  real  piety.  Now  cruelty^  malice^  envyy  hatred^ 
and  revenge,  are  difpleafing  to  all  wife  and  good  men,  to 
all  who  are  endued  with  found  underftanding  and  genuine 
piety.  There  is  likewife  another  temper,  nearly  related  to 
thefe,  only  in  a  lower  kind,  and  which  is  ufually  found  i^ 
common  life,  wherewith  men  in  general  are  not  pleafed. 
We  commonly  call  it  ill-nature.  With  all  poiTible  care 
avoid  all  thefe :  nay,  and  whatever  bears  any  refcmblance 
to  them:  as  fournefs,  fternnefs,  fullennefs,  on  the  one 
hand;  peeviflmefs  and  fretfulnefs,  on  the  other;  if  ever 
you  hope  to  pleafe  your  neighbour  for  his  good  to  edification. 

2.  Next  to  cruelty,  malice,  and  fimilar  tempers,  with 
the  words  and  aftions  that  naturally  fpring  therefrom,  no- 
thing is  more  difgultful,  not  only  to  perfons  of  fenfe  and 
religion,  but  even  to  the  generality  of  men,  than  pride, 
haughtinefs  of  fpirit,  and  its  genuine  fruit,  an  affuming  ar^. 
rogant  overhearing  behaviour.  Even  uncommon  learning 
joined  with  Ihining  talents,  will  not  make  amends  for  this: 
but  a  man  of  eminent  endowments,  if  he  be  eminently 
haughty,  will  be  defpifed  by  many,  and  difliked  by  all.  Of 
this  the  famous  mafter  of  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge, 
was  a  rehiarkable  inftance.  How  few  perfons  of  his  time 
had  a  ftronger  underftanding  or  deeper  learning  than  Dr. 
Bentley?  And  yet  hov/  few  were  lefs  beloved  ?  Unlefs  one 
who  was  little,  if  at  all  inferior  to  him  in  fenfe  or  learn- 
ing, and  equally  diftant  froni  humility,  the  author  of  the 
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Bivine  Legation  of  Mo/es.  Whoever  therefore  defires  to 
pleafe  his  neighbour  for  his  good^  muft  take  care  of  fpHt- 
tihg  upon  this  rock.  Otherwife  the  fame  pride  which  im« 
pels  him  to  feek  the  efteem  of  his  neighbour,  will  infalli- 
bly hinder  his  attaining  it* 

3.  Almoft  as  difguftful  to  the  generality  of  men  as  Haugh-- 
iinefs  itfelf,  is  a  pajftonate  temper  and  behaviour.  Men  of 
a  tender  difpofition  are  afraid  even  to  converfe  with  perfons 
of  this  fpirit.  And  others  are  not  fond  of  their  acquaint^ 
^nce,  as  frequently  (perhaps  when  they  expefted  nothing 
lefs)  meeting  with  Ihocks,  which  if  they  bear  for  the  pre- 
fent^  yet  they  do  not  willingly  put  thenifelves  in  the  v/ay 
of  meeting  with  them  again.  Hence  paffipnate  men  have 
feldom  many  friends  \  at  lead,  not  for  any  length  of  time- 
Crowds  indeed  may  attend  them  for  a  feafon,  cfpecially 
when  it  may  promote  their  intereft.  But  they  are  ufuaily 
difgufted  one  after  another,  and  fall  off  like  leaves  in  au- 
tumn. If  therefore  you  defire  lailingly  to  pleafe  your 
neighbour  for  his  good,  by  all  poffible  means  avoid  violent 
paflion. 

4.  Yea,  and  if  you  denre  to  pleafe,  even  on  this  ac-' 
count,  take  that  advice  of  the  apoftle,  Put  a%vay  all  lying. 
It  is  the  remark  of  an  ingenious  author,  that  of  all  vices 
lyiftg  never  yet  found  an  apologifl,  that  would  openly  plead 
in  its  favour,  whatever  his  private  fentiments  might  be. 
But  it  (hould  be  remembered,  Mr.  Addijon  went  to  a  betteic 
world,  before  Lord  Chefterfield's  letters  were  publifhed* 
Perhaps  his  apology  for  it  was  the  heft  that  ever  v/as,  or 
can  be  made  for  fo  bad  a  caufe.  But  after  all,  the  labour 
he  has  beftowed  upon  it  "  has  only  femblance  of  worth ; 
*^  not  fubftance."  It  has  no  foiidity  in  it  \  it  is  nothing 
better  than  a  fhining  phantom.  And  as  lying  can  never 
be  commendable  or  innocent,  fo  neither  can  it  be  pleafing : 
at  leaft,  when  it  is  ftript  of  its  difguife,  and  appears  in 
its  own  fhape.  Confequently  it  ought  to  be  carefiflly  avoid- 
ed by  all  thofe  who  wilh  to  pleafe  their  neighbour  for  his 
good  to  edification. 

5.  Bnt  is  not  flattery^  a  man  may  fay,  one  fpecies  of 
lying?     And  has  not  this  been  allowed  in  all  ages,  to  he 
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the  fure  means  of  pleafing  ?  Has  not  a  late  witty  writer,  in 
his  ««  Sentimental  Journey,"  related  fome  ftriking  inftances 
of  this  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  true.  Flattery  is  pleafing  for 
awhile,  and  that  not  only  to  weak  minds :  as  the  defire  of 
praife,  whether  deferved  or  undeferved,  is  planted  in  every 
child  of  man.  But  ic  is  pleafing  only  for  awhile.  As 
foon  as  the  malk  drops  off,  as  foon  as  it  appears  that  the 
fpeaker  meant  nothing  by  his  foft  words,  we  are  pleafed  no 
longer.  Every  man's  own  experience  teaches  him  this. 
And  we  all  know,  that  if  a  man  continues  to  flatter,  after 
his  infincerity  is  difcovered,  it  is  difguilful,  not  agreeable.^ 
Therefore  even  this  faftiionable  fpecies  of  lying  is  to  be 
avoided,  by  all  that  are  defirous  of  pleafing  their  neigh- 
bour, to  his  lading  advantage. 

6,  Nay,  whoever  defires  to  do  this,  muft  remember,  that 
not  only  lyi^^g^  in  every  fpecies  of  it,  but  even  diffimulation^ 
(which  is  not  the  fame  with  lying,  though  nearly  related  to 
jt)  is  difpleafing  to  men  of  underftanding,  though  they 
have  not  religion.  Terence  reprefents  even  an  old  heathen, 
when  it  was  imputed  to  him,  as  anfwering  with  indigna- 
tion, 

^^  Simulare  non  ejl  vieum>^ 
"  Diffimulation  is  no  part  of  my  charafter." 

Guile,  fubtlety,  cunning,  the  whole  art  of  deceiving,  by 
whatever  terms  it  is  exprefled,  is  not  accounted  an  accom- 
plifhment  by  wife  men ;  but  is  indeed  an  abomination  to 
them.  And  even  thofe  who  pracSlife  it  moft,  who  are 
the  greateft  artificers  of  fraud,  are  not  pleafed  with  it  in 
other  men,  neither  are  fond  of  converfing  with  thofe  that 
practife  it  on  themfelves. .  Yea,  the  greateft  deceivers  are 
greatly  difpleafed  at  them  that  play  their  own  arts  upon 
them.  ■ 

II.  Now  if  cruelty,  malice,  envy,  hatred,  revenge,  ill- 
nature  \  if  pride  and  haughtinefs ;  if  irrational  anger ;  if 
lying  and  diffimulation,  together  with  guile,  fubtlety^  and 
cunning,  are  all  and  every  one  difpleafing  to  all  men,  efpe- 
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eially  to  wife   and  good  men,  we  may  eafily  gather  from 
hence,  what  is  the  fure  way  to  pleafe  them  for  their  good 
to  edification.     Only  we  are  to  remember,   that  there  are 
thofe  in  every  time  and  place,  whom  we  miift  not  expefl 
to  picafe*     We  mull  not  therefore  be  furprifed,  v^hen  we 
meet  with  men,  who  are  not  to  be  pleafed  any  way.     It  is 
now  as  it  was  of  old,  v/hen  our  Lord  him.felf  complained, 
Whereuntojljalll  like?!  the  men  of  this  geiieration  F     They  are 
like  unto  children  fitting  in  the  ?narket^place^  and  faying  to  each 
(dhery  IVe  h^^i^^  pip^d  unto  you j  but  ye  have  not  danced;     w^ 
Bave  mourned  unto  youy  but  ye  have  not   wept.     But  leaving 
thefe  froward  ones  to  themfelves,  we  may  reafonably  hope 
to  pleafe  others,  by  a  careful  and  fteady  obfervation  of  the 
few  direclions  following. 

1.  l^irft.  Let  kve  not  vifit  you  as  a  tranfient  guefl,  but 
be  the  conftant,  ruling  temper  of  your  fouL  See  that 
your  heart  l^  filled  at  all  times  and  on  all  occafions,  with 
real,  undiflembled  benevolence,  not  to  thofe  only  that  love 
.ym^  but  to  every  foul  of  man.  Let  it  pant  in  your  heart, 
let  it  fparkle  in  your  eyes,  let  it  Ihine  in  all  your  a£lions. 
Whenever  you  open  your  lips,  let  it  be  with  love,  and  let 
there  be  in  your  topgue  the  law  of  kindnefs.  .  Your  word 
will  then  diftil  as  the  rain,  and  as  the  dew  upon  the 
tender  herb..  Be  not  ftraitened  or  limited  in  your  affeftion^ 
but  let  it  embrace  every  child  of  man.  Every  one  that  is 
born  of  a  woman,  has  a  claim  to  your  good-v/ilL  You 
owe  this  not  to  fome,  but  to  all.  And  let  all  men  knowj^ 
that  you  defire  both  their  temporal  and  eternal  happinefs 
as  fincereiy  as  you  do  your  own* 

2.  Secondly,  If  you  would  pleafe  your  neighbour  for 
his  good,  ftudy  to  be  lowly  in  heart.  Be  little  and  vile  in 
your  own  eyes,  in  honour  preferring  others  before  yourfelf. 
Be  deeply  fenfible  of  your  ov/n  weaknefTes,  follies  and  im- 
perfeclions :  as  well  as  of  the  fin  remaining  in  your  heart, 
snd  cleaving  to  all  your  words  and  aftions.  And  let  this 
fpirit  appear  in  all  you  fpeak  or  do  :  Be  clothed  with  humility. 
Reject  with  horror  that  favourite  maxim  of  the  old  hea- 
tlieujt  l^irung  from  the  bottomiefs  pit^ 

"     •     '  Tanti 
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Tanti  eris  aliiSy  quant i  tibi  fuerls  : 

^^  The  more  you  value  yourfelf,  the  more  others  will  va«» 
lue  you."  Not  fo:  on  the  contrary,  both  GOD  and  man 
re/IJ}  the  proud  :  and  as  GOD  giveth  grace  to  the  humble <^  fo 
humihty,  not  pride,  recommends  us  to  the  efteem  and  fa* 
vour  of  men,  efpecially  thofe  that  fear  GOD. 

3.  If  you  defire  to  pleafe  your  neighbour  for  his  good 
to  edification,  you  (hould.  Thirdly,  labour  and  pray,  that 
you  may  be  meel^  as  well  as  lowly  in  heart*  Labour  to  be 
of  a  calm,  difpaflionate  temper,  gentle  towards  all  men^ 
And  let  the  gentlenefs  of  your  difpofition  appear  in  the 
whole  tenor  of  your  converfation*  Let  all  your  words  and 
all  your  aftions  be  regulated  thereby.  Remember  likewife 
that  advice  of  St.  Peter*  As  an  addition  to  your  gentle- 
nefs, be  merciful ;  be  courteous  ;  be  pitiful ;  be  tenderly  com- 
panionate to  all  that  are  in  diftrefs,  to  all  that  are  under 
any  afflidlion,  of  mind,  body,  or  eftate.     Let 

^*  The  various  fcenes  of  human  v/oe 
Excite  your  foftell  fympathy !" 

Weep  with  them  that  weep.  If  you  cari  do  no  more,  ^t 
leaft  mix  your  tears  with  theirs :  and  give  them  healing 
words,  fuch  as  may  calm  their  minds,  and  mitigate  their 
forrows.  But  if  you  can,  if  you  are  able  to  give  them  ac- 
tual affiftance,  let  it  not  be  wanting.  Be  as  eyes  to  the 
bhnd,  as  feet  to  the  lame,  a  hufband  to  the  widow,  and  a 
father  to  the  fatherlefs.  This  will  tend  greatly  to  concili-^ 
ate  the  affedion,  and  to  give  a  profitable  pleafure,  not 
only  to  thofe  who  are  immediate  objefts  of  your  compaf- 
fion ;  but  to  others  likewife  that  fee  your  good  luorks^  and 
glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 

4.  And  while  you  are  pitiful  to  the  afHi£i:ed,  fee  that 
you  are  courteous  toward  all  men.  It  matters  not,  in  this 
refpeft,  whether  they  are  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  fupe- 
rior  or  inferior  to  you :  no,  nor  even  whether  good  or  b^dj 
whether  they  fear  GOD  or  not.  Indeed  the  mode  of  fhew- 
ing  your  courtefy  may  vary,  as'  chridian  prudence  will  di- 
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^e£t.  But  the  thing  Itfelf  is  due  to  all :  the  loweft  ^iicl 
word  ha\'Te  a  claim  to  our  courtefy.  But  what  is  courtefy  f 
It  may  either  be  inward  or  outward :  either  a  temper,  or  a 
mode  of  behaviour :  fuch  a  mode  of  behaviour  as  natural- 
ly fprings  from  courtefy  of  heart.  Is  this  the  fame  with 
good-breeding,  or  poUtmefs  ?  (Which  feems  to  be  only  a 
high  degree  of  good-breeding.)  Nay,  good-breeding  is 
chiefly  the  fruit  of  education  \  but  education  cannot  give 
courtefy  of  heart.  Mr.  AdatfoiH  well-kriown  definition  of 
politenefs  feemS  rather  to  be  a  definition  of  this.  "  A 
conftant  defire  of  pleafing  all  men,  appearing  through  the 
whole  Converfation."  Now  this  may  fubfift,  even  in  a 
high  degree,  where  there  has  been  no  advantage  of  edu- 
cation. I  have  feen  as  real  courtefy  in  an  Irifi  cabin,  as 
could  be  found  in  S/.  James's  or  the  Louvre. 

5.  Shall  we  endeavour  to  go  a  little  deeper,  to  fearch 
into  the  foundation  of  this  matter  I  What  is  the  fource  of 
that  defire  to  pleafe,  which  we  term  courtefy  ?  Let  us 
look  attentively  into  our  own  heart,  and  we  fhall  foon 
find  an  anfwer.  The  fame  apoflle  that  teaches  us  to  be 
courteous^  teaches  us  to  hmur  all  men.  And  his  Mafter 
teaches  me  to  love  all  men.  Join  thefe.  together,  and 
what  will  be  the  efFeft?  A  poor  wretch  cries  to  me 
for  an  alms :  I  look,  and  fee  him  covered  with,  dirt  and 
rags.  But  through  thefe  I  fee  one  that  has  an  immortal 
fpirit,  made  to  know  and  love  and  dwell  with  GOD  t6 
eternity:  I  honour  him  for  his  Creator's  fake.  I  fee  thro' 
iall  thefe  rags,  that  he  is  purpled  over  with  the  blood  of 
Chrift.  I  love  him  for  the  fake  of  his  Redeemer.  Tne 
courtefy  therefore  which  I  feel  and  (hew  toward  him,  is  a 
mixture  of  the  honour  and  love,  which  I  bear  to  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  GOD,  the  purchnfe  of  his  Son's  blood,  and  the 
candidate  for  immortality.  This  courtefy  let  us  feel  and 
Ihew  toward  all  men ;  and  we  fhall  pleafe  all  men  to  their 
edification. 

6.  Once  more.  Take  all  proper  opportUnies  oi  declarmg 
t#  others  the  a-^cttion  which  you  really  feel  for  them.  This 
may  be  done  with  fuch  an  air,  and  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
is  not  liable  to  the  imputation  of  flattery.     And  experience 

ihews. 


.f  HE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  REVD.  JOHN  WESLEY.    ^22^ 

thews,  that  honeit  men  are  pleafed  by  this,  full  as  much 
^as  knaves  are  by  flattery.  Thofe  who  are  perfuaded  that 
your  expreflions  of  good-will  toward  them  are  the  language 
of  your  heart,  will  be  as  well  fatisfied  with  them,  as 
with  the  honeft  encomiums,  which  you  could  pafs  upon 
them.  You  may  judge  them  by  yourfelves,  by  what  you 
feel  in  your  own  breaft*  You  like  to  be  honoured:  but 
had  you  not  rather  be  beloved  ? 

y.  Permit  me  to  add  one  advice  more.  If  you  would 
pleafe  all  men  for  their  good,  at  all  events  /peak  to  all  men 
the  very  truth  from  your  heart.  When  you  fpeak,  open 
the  window  in  your  breaft :  let  the  words  be  the  very  pic- 
ture of  your  heart.  In  all  company,  and  on  all  occafions, 
be  a  man  of  veracity^  nay,  be  not  content  with  bare  vera- 
city; but  injtmplicity  and  godly  fine  erity^  have  all  your  convert 
fation  in  the  worlds  as  an  Ifraelite  mdeed^  in  whom  is  no  guile, 

8.  To  fum  up  all  in  one  word.  If  you  would  pleafe  men, 
pleafe  GOD  !  Let  truth  and  love  polTefs  your  whole  fouL 
Let  them  be  the  fprings  of  all  your  affeftions,  paffions, 
tempers  \  the  rule  of  all  your  thoughts.  Let  them  infpire 
all  your  difcourfe,  continually  feafoned  with  that  fait,  and 
meet  to  minijler  grace  to  the  hearers.  Let  all  your  aftions  be 
wrought  in  love.  Never  let  mercy  or  truth  forfake  thee :  bind 
them  about  thy  neck.  Let  them  be  open  and  confpicuous 
to  all :  and  write  them  on  the  table  of  thy  heart.  So  fljalt  thou 
find  favour  and  good  underflanding  in  the  fght  of  GOD 
and  man. 

Caftlebar,  May  22,   1787. 


An   extract 
0//A^Revd.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY^s  Journal, 

From  Auguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,   1739. 

{Continued from  page  183.] 

ONE  of  the  moft  furprifing  inftances  of  his  power  whiclf 
I  ever  remember  to  have  feen,  was  on  the  Tuefday  fol- 
lowing j  when  I  vifited  one  who  was  above  meafurc  enraged 
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at  this  tiew  ivay^  and  zealous  in  oppofing  it.  Finding  the  ar-' 
fi-unient  to  be  of  no  other  effect,  than  to  inflame  her  more 
and  more,  I  broke  off  the  difpute,  and  defired  we  might 
ioia  in  prayer,  which  (he  fo  far  confented  to,  as  to  kneel 
down.  In  a  few  minutes  fhe  fell  into  an  extreme  agony, 
both  of  body  and  foul,  and  foon  after  cried  out  with  the 
utmoft  earneftnefs,  ^^  Now  I  know,  I  am  forgiven  for 
Chrift's  fake."  Many  other  words  fhe  uttered  to  the  fame 
effeift,  witneffmg  a  hope  full  of  immortality.  And  from 
that  hour,  GOD  hath  fet  her  face  as  a  flint,  to  declare  the 
faith  which  before  flie  perfecuted. 

Thurfday  8.  I  called  upon  her,  and  a  few  of  her  neigh-* 
bours,  who  were  met  together  in  the  evening,  among  whom 
I  found  a  gentleman  of  the  fame  fpirit  fhe  had  been  of, 
earneftly  labouring  to  pervert  the  truth  of  the  gofpel.  To 
prevent  his  going  on,  as  the  lefs  evil  of  the  two,  I  entered 
diredly  into  the  controverfy,  touching  both  the  caufe  and 
the  fruits  of  juftification.  In  the  midil  of  the  difpute,  one 
who  fat  at  a  fmall  dillance,  felt  as  it  were  the  piercing  of 
a  fword,  and  before  fhe  could  be  brought  to  another  houfe, 
whither  I  was  going,  could  not  avoid  crying  out  aloud, 
even  in  the  ftreet.  But  no  fooner  had  we  made  our  re- 
queft  known  to  GOD,  than  he  fent  her  help  from  his  holy 

place. 

At  my  return  from  hence,  I  found  Mr.  Kinchin^  juft 
come  from  Diimnier^  who  earneftly  defired  me,  inftead  of 
fetting  out  for  London  the  next  morning  (as  I  defigned)  to 
go  to  Dummer  and  fupply  his  church  on  Sunday,  On  Fri" 
day  morning  I  fet  out,  according  to  his  defire,  and  in  the 
evening  came  to  Readingj  where  I  found  a  young  man  who 
had  in  fome  meafure  known  the  powers  of  the  world  to  co77te^ 
I  fpent  the  evening  with  him  and  a  few  of  his  ferious 
friends  J  and  it  pleafed  GOD  much  to  ftrengthen  and  com- 
fort them. 

Saturday  lo.  In  the  afternoon  I  came  to  Dummer;  and 
on  Sunday  morning  had  a  large  and  attentive  congregation. 
I  was  defired  to  expound  in  the  evening  at  Baftngstohe* 
The  next  day  I  returned  to  Readings  and  thence  on  Tuef- 
day  to  Oxford^  where  I  found  many  more  and  more  re- 
joicing 
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joicing  in  GOD  their  Saviour.  Wedfiefclay  14.  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  preaching  once  again  to  the  poor  prifoners 
in  the  Cafle.  Thurfday  15.  I  fet  out  early  in  the  morning, 
and  in  the  afternoon  came  to  London. 

During  my  flay  here,  I  was  fully  employed;  between 
our  own  fociety,  in  Fetterlane^  and  many  others,  where 
I  was  continually  defired  to  expound :  fo  that  1  had  no 
thought  of  leaving  LoJidon^  when  I  received  (after  feveral 
others)  a  letter  from  Mr.  ¥/hitefield^  and  another  from  Mr. 
Seward^  intreating  me  in  the  moft  preffing  manner,  to  come 
to  Brijlol  without  delay.  This  I  was  not  at  all  forward  to 
do :  and  perhaps  a  little  the  lefs  inclined  to  it  (though  I 
trufl  I  do  not  count  my  life  dear  unto  myfelf,  fo  I  may  fi- 
nifh  my  courfe  with  joy)  becaufe  of  the  remarkable  fcrip- 
tures  which  offered  as  often  as  we  enquired,  touching  the 
,  confequence  of  this  removal:  though,  whether  this  was  per- 
mitted only  for  the  trial  of  our  faith,  GOD  knoweth,  and 
the  event  will  fhew.  Till  then,  let  me  not  be  accounted 
fuperftitious,  if  I  barely  recite  them  in  the  fame  order  as 
they  occurred.  *  And  fome  of  them  would  have  taken  him; 
but  no  man  laid  hands  on  him  (not  till  the  time  was  come.) 
f  Becaufe  I  tell  you  the  truth ^  ye  believe  me  not.  Which  of  you 
convinceth  me  of  Jin  ?  ^nd  if  I  fay  the  truth^  why  do  ye  not 
believe  me  P  1^  Get  thee  up  into  this  mountain — and  die  in  the 
mount y  whither  thou  goejl  upy  and  he  gathered  unto  thy  people. 
]|  And  the  children  cf  Ifrael  wept  for  Mofes  in  the  plains  of 
Moab  thirty  days,  §  /  will  fhew  him  how  great  things  he  mufl 
fuffer  for  my  name's  fake.  ^*  And  devout  men  carried  Stephen 
to  his  hurialy   a?id  made  great  lamentation  over  him. 

Wednefday  28.  My  journey  was  propofed  to  our  fociety 
in  Fetterlane.  But  my  brother  Charles  would  fcarce  bear 
the  mention  of  it;  till  appealing  to  the  oracles  of  GOD^ 
he  received  thofe  words,  as  fpoken  to  himfelf,  and  anfv/er- 
ed  not  again:  Son  of  man  ^  behold  T  take  from  thecy  the  defire 
of  thine  eyes  with  a  flroke :  yet  Jhalt  thou  not  mourn  or  weepy 
neither  Jl J  all  thy  tears  run  down.     Our  other  brethren  how-^ 

ever 

*  John  vii.  44.       t  ^'  ^^^^^-  45>  4^*       X  Deut.  xxxii.  495  50. 
II  c.  xxxiv.  8.       ^  Ads  ix.  i6.       **  c.  viii.  %. 
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ever  continuing  tlie  difpute,  without  any  probability  of  their 
coming  to  one  conclufion,  we  at  length  ail  agreed,  to  de- 
cide it  by  lot.  And  by  this  it  was  determined,  «  I  fhould 
go/'  Several  afterwards  defiring  we  might  open  the  bible, 
concerning  the  iflue  of  this,  we  did  fo  on  the  feveral  por- 
tions of  fcripture,  which  I  fhall  fet  down,  without  any  re- 
flection upon  them.  ^  Now  there  ivas  long  war  between 
the  houfe  of  Saul  and  the  houfe  of  David;  but  David  waxed 
flronger  andfronger^  and  the  houfe  ^Saul  waxed  weaker  and 
weaker,  f  When  wicked  men  have  fain  a  righteous  perfon  in 
his  own  houfe  ^  upon  his  bed:  fall  I  not  now  require  his  blood 
at  your  hands ^  and  take  you  away  from  the  earth  ?  \  And 
Ahaz  fept  with  his  fathers^  and  they  buried  him  in  the  city^ 
even  in  Jerufalem. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  a  fatisfacflion  to  fome,  if  before  I  en- 
ter upon  this  new  period  of  my  Hfe,  I  give  the  reafons,  why 
I  preferred  for  fo  many  years  an  univerfity-life  before  any 
other :  then  efpecially,  when  I  was  earneftly  prefled  by  my 
father,  to  accept  of  a  cure  of  fouls.  I  have  here  therefore 
fubjoined  the  letter  I  wrote  feveral  years  ago  on  that  occa- 
fion : 

Oxouy  Dec.  ID,   1734, 
Dear  Sir, 

I.  rnr^HE  authority  of  a  parent  and  the  call  of  Provl- 
JL  dence,  are  things  of  fo  facred  a  nature,  that  a 
queftion  in  which  thefe  are  any  way  concerned,  deferves 
the  moft  ferious  confideration.  I  am  therefore  greatly 
obhged  to  you,  for  the  pains  you  have  taken  to  fet  our 
cjueftion  in  a  clear  light;  which  I  now  intend  to  confider 
more  at  large  with  the  utmoft  attention  of  which  I  am  ca- 
pable. And  I  fhall  the  more  chearfully  do  it,  as  being 
afTured  of  your  joining  with  me  in  imploring  his  guidance, 
who  will  not  fufFer  thofe  that  truft  in  hirq,  to  feek  death 
in  the  error  of  their  life. 

2.   I  entirely  agree,  *^  That  the  glory  of  GOD  and  the 
different  degrees  of  promoting  it,  are  to  be  our  fole  confi- 

deration 

*  2  Sam.  lil.  I.       f  c.  iv.  If.       J  :?  Chron.  xxviil.  27. 
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deration  and  direftion  in  the  choice  of  any  courfe  of  life.'* 
And  confequently,  That  it  muft  wholly  turn  upon  this  An- 
gle point,  Which  I  ought  to  prefer,  a  college  life,  or  that 
of  the  rector  of  a  parifh?  I  do  not  fay,  the  glory  of 
GOD  is  to  be  ray  Jirji  or  my  principal  confideration:  but 
my  only  one;  fince  all  that  are  not  implied  in  this,  are 
abfolutely  of  no  weight.  In  prefence  of  this,  t^ey  all  va- 
nifh  away:  they  are  lefs  than  the  fmall  duft  of  the  ba- 

hxnce. 

3.  And  indeed,  till  all  other  confiderations  were  fet  afide, 
I  could  never  come  to  any  clear  determination:  till  my  eye 
was  fingle,  my  whole  mind  was  full  of  darkncfs.  Whereas 
fo  long  as  it  is  fixed  on  the  glory  of  GOD,  without  any 
other  confideration,  I  have  no  more  doubt  of  the  way 
wherein  I  fliould  go,  than  of  the  fliining  of  the  mid-day 
fun. 

4.  Now  that  life  tends  moft  to  the  glory  of  GOD, 
tvherein  we  moft  promote  holinefs  in  ourfelves  and  others. 
I  fay,  in  ourfelves  and  others;  as  being  fully  perfuaded,  that 
thefe  can  never  be  put  afundcr.  And  if  not,  then  what- 
ever ftate  is  beft  on  either  of  thefe  accounts,  is  fo  on  the 
other  hkewife.  If  it  be,  in  the  whole,  beft  for  others,  fo 
it  is  for  ourfelves :  if  it  be  beft  for  ourfelves,  it  is  fo  for 
them. 

5.  However,  when  two  ways  of  life  are  propofed,  I 
would  choofe  to  confidet  firft,  which  have  I  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, will  be  beft  for  my  own  foul  ?  will  moft  forward  me 
in  holinefs  ?  By  hoHnefs  meaning,  not  fafting  (as  you  feem 
tofuppofe)  or  bodily  aufterlties;  but  The  mind  that  was  in 
Chrift,  A  renewal  of  foul  in  the  image  of  GOD.  And 
I  believe  the  ftate  wherein  I  am,  will  moft  forward  me 
in  this,  becaufe  of  the  peculiar  advantages  I  now  en- 
joy- 

6.  The  firft  of  thefe  is,  daily  converfe  with  my  friends. 

I  know  no  other  place  under  heaven,  where  I  can  have 
fome  always  at  hand  of  the  fame  judgment,  and  engaged 
in  the  fame  ftudies :  perfons  who  are  awakened  into  a  full 
conviction,  that  they  have  but  one  work  to  do  upon  earth ; 
who  fee,  at  a  diftance,  what  that  one  work  is,    even  the 

recovery 
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recovery  of  a  fingle  eye  and  a  clean  heart ;  who,  in  order 
to  this^  have  according  to  their  power,  abfolutely  devoted 
thenifelvcs  to  GOD,  and  follow  after  their  Lord,  denying 
thcmfelves  and  taking  up  their  crofs  daily.  To  have  even  a 
fmall  number  of  fuch  friends,  conftantly  watching  over 
my  foul,  ari|d  adminiftering,  as  need  is,  reproof  or  advice 
with  all  plainnefs  and  gentlenefs,  is  a  bleffing  I  know  not 
where  to  find,  in  any  other  part  of  the  kingdom. 

7.  Another  bleffing  which  I  enjoy  here,  in  a  greater  de* 
gree  than  I  could  expeft  elfewhere,  is  retirement.  I  have 
not  only  as  much,  but  as  little  company  as  I  pleafe.  Tri- 
Sing  vifitaiits  I  have  none.  No  one  takes  it  into  his  head, 
to  come  within  my  doors,  unlefs  I  defire  him,  or  he  has 
buuneis  with  me.  And  even  then,  as  foon  as  his,  bufinefa 
is  done,  he  immediately  goes  away. 

8.  Both  thefe  bleihngs  are  greatly  indeared  to  me 
when  I  fpend  but  one  week  out  of  this  place.  The  far 
greateft  part  of  the  converfation  I  meet  with  abroad,  even 
with  the  better  fort  of  men,  turns  on  points  that  are  quite 
wide  of  my  purpofe,  that  no  way  forward  the  end  of  tny 
life.  Now,  if  they  have  time  to  fpare,  I  have  not.  It  is 
abfolutely  needful  for  fuch  an  one  as  me,  to  follow  with 
^W  poffible  gare  and  vigilancq  that  wife  advice  of  Mr,  Her-* 
hert  I 

^«  Still  let  thy  mind  be  bent  5  fllH  plotting  how 

*^  And  when  and  v/heie  the  bufinefs  may  be  done.'* 

Ami  this,  I  blefs  GOD,  I  can  in  fome  meafure  do,  while 
I  avoid  that  bane  of  all  religion,  the  company  of  good  fori 
&f  men^  as  they  arc  called  \  perfons  v/ho  have  a  liking  to, 
but  no  fenfe  of  religion.  But  thefe  infenfibiy  undermine 
sli  my  refoiution,  and  ileal  away  what  little  zeal  I  have. 
So  thati  I  never  come  from  among  thefe  faints>  of  the  world 
{^dLS^John  Valde/Jaicxrcx^ihtm)  faint,  diffipated,.  and  fliora 
of  all  myllrength,  but  I  fay,  "  GOD  deliver  me  from  a 
lialf-chriftian/' 

9.  Freedom  from  care  is  yet  another  invaluable  bleffing. 
And  where  could  I  enjoy  this  as  1  do  now  I    I  hear  of  fuch 

a  thing 
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a  thing  as  the  cares  of  the  world ;  but  I  feel  them  nots 
My  income  is  ready  for  me  on  fo  many  ftated  days :  all  I 
have  to  do  is,  to  carry  it  home.  The  grand  article  of  my 
expence  is  food.  And  this  too  is  provided  without  any 
care  of  mine.  The  fervants  I  employ  are  always  ready  on 
quarter-day ;  fo  I  have  no  trouble  on  their  account.  And 
what  I  occafionally  need  to  buy,  I  can  immediately  havc^ 
without  any  expence  of  thought.  Here  therefore  I  can  be 
nvithoiit  carefulnejs^  I  can  attend  upo7i  the  Lord  without  dtf^ 
traBion,  And  I  know  what  a  help  this  is  to  the  being  ho* 
ly  both  in  body  and  fpirit. 

lo.  To  quicken  me  in  making  a  diligent  and  thankful 
ufe  of  thefe  peculiar  advantages,  I  have  the  opportunity 
of  communicating  weeklyj  and  of  public  prayer  twice  a 
day*  It  would  be  eafy  to  mention  many  more,  as  well  as 
to  fliew  many  difadvantages,  which  one  of  greater  courage 
and  fkill  than  me,  could  fcarce  feparate  from  the  way 
of  life  you  fpeak  of.  But  whatever  others  could  do,  I 
could  not^  I  could  not  ftand  my  ground  one  month, 
againft  intemperance  in  lleep,  felf-^indulgence  in  food,  ir-^ 
regularity  in  ftudy :  againft  a  general  lukewarmnefs  in  my 
afFeftions,  and  remiffnefs  in  my  actions,  againft  a  foftnefs 
direftly  oppofue  to  the  character  of  a  good  foldier  of  Je^ 
fus  Chrift.  And  then,  when  my  fpirit  was  thus  diflblved, 
I  lliould  be  an  eafy  prey  to  every  temptation.  Then  migh^ 
the  cares  of  the  world  and  the  defire  of  other  things,  roU 
back  with  a  full  tide  upon  me :  and  it  would  be  no  won- 
der, if  while  I  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fliould  be  a 
caft-away.  I  cannot  therefore  but  obferve,  that  the  quef- 
tion  does  not  relate  barely  to  the  decrees  of  holinefs,  bul 
to  the  very  belftg  of  it  * 

Agitur  de  vita  l2f  fanguine  Tumi : 

The  point  is,  Whether  I  fiiall  or  fhall  not  work  out 
my  falvation?  whether  I  fliall  ferve  Chrift  or  Belial.^ 

II.  What  ftill  heightens  my  fear  of  this  untried  ftate, 
is  that  when  I  am  once  entered  into  it,  I  am  entered  ir- 
recoverably, once  for  all  j^ 

F^/Iigh 
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Vejiigia  nulla  retrorfinn. 

If  I  (hculd  ever  be  weary  of  the  way  of  life  I  am  now* 
in,  I  have  frequent  opportunities  of  quitting  it :  but  what-^ 
ever  difficulties  occur  in  that,  forefeen  or  unforefeen,  there 
is  no  return,  any  more  than  from  the  grave.  When  I 
have  once  launched  out  into  the  unknov/n  fea,  there  is 
no  recovering  my  harbour.  I  muft  on,  through  whatever 
whirlpools^  or  rocks,  or  fands,  though  all  the  waves  and 
ilorms  go  over  me. 

12.  Thus  much  as  to  myfelf.  But  I  cannot  deny^ 
*«  That  we  are  not  to  confider  ourfelves  alone;  feeing  GOD 
^f  made  us  all  for  a  focial  life,  to  which  academical  ftudies 
*^  are  only  preparatory."  I  allow  too,  ^^  That  he  will  take 
^*  an  exaft  account  of  every  talent  which  he  has  lent  us, 
^*  not  to  bury  them,  but  to  employ  every  mite  we  have 
*^  received  according  to  his  will,  whofe  ftewards  wc  are.'' 
I  own  alfo,  "  That  every  follower  of  Chrift,  is,  in  his 
♦^  proportion,  the  light  of  the  world :  that  whofoever  is 
*«  fuch,  can  no  m.ore  be  concealed,  than  the  fun  in  the 
^^  midft  of  heaven ;  that  if  he  is  fet  as  a  light  in  a  dark 
<f  place,  his  (hining  muft  be  the  more  confpicuous ;  that 
*«  to  this  very  end  was  his  light  given,  even  to  fhine  on  all 
*<  around  him :"  and  indeed,  that  "  there  is  only  one  way 
<«  to  hide  it,  which  is,  to  put  it  out."  I  am  obliged  like- 
wife,  unlefs  I  will  be  again  ft  the  truth,  to  grant,  ^^  That 
<«  there  is  not  a  more  contemptible  anim.al  upon  earth, 
•*  than  one  that  drones  away  life,  without  ever  labourflig 
•'  to  promote,  either  the  glory  of  GOD,  or  the  good  of 
**  man  -,  and  that  whether  he  be  young  or  old,  learned  or 
<«  unlearned,  in  a  college  or  cut  of  it ;"  yet  granting  <^  The 
•«  fuperlative  degree  of  contempt  to  be  on  ail  accounts 
*«  due  to  a  coUege-drcne :"  a  wretch  'who  has  received  ten 
talents,  and  employs  none ;  that  is  not  only  promifed  a  re- 
ward hereafter,  but  is  alfo  paid  before-hand  for  his  work, 
and  yet  works  not  at  ali.  But  allowing  all  this,  and  what- 
ever elfe  you  can  fay  (for  I  own,  you  can  never  fay  enough) 
againft  the  drov/fy  ingratitude,  the  lazy  perjury  of  thofe^ 
who  are  ccmmoniy  called,  harmUfs  meuy  a  fair  proportion 

of 


IriiE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  REVD.  JOHN  WESLEY.      1^'^ 

bf  whom  I  muft,  to  our  fhame,  confefs,  are  to  be  found 
in  colleges :  allowing  tliis,  I  fay,  I  do  not  apprehend,  it 
concludes  againft  a  college  life  in  general.  For  the  abufe 
of  it,  does  not  deftroy  the  ufe.  Tho*  there  are  fome  here 
V/ho  are  the  mere  lumber  of  the  creation,  it  does  not 
follow  that  others  may  not  be  of  more  fervice  to  the 
world  in  this  ftation  than  they  could  be  in  any  other. 

13.  Thar  I  in  particular,  could,  might  (it  feenls)  be  in- 
ferred, from  what  has  been  (hewn  already,  viz.  That  I 
may  myfelf  be  holier  here  than  any  where  elfe,  if  I  faith- 
fully ufe  the  bieffings  I  enjoy.  But  to  wave  this,  I  haye 
Otlier  reafons  fo  to  judge;  and  the  firft  is,  The  plenteouf- 
nefs  of  the  harveft*  Here  is  indeed  a  large  fcene  of  va- 
rious a6lion.  Here  is  room  for  charity  in  ail  its  forms : 
jthere  is  fcarce  ax^y  poiTible  way  of  doing  good,  for  which 
here  is  not  daily  occafion.  I  can  now  only  touch  on  the 
feveral  heads.  Here  are  poor  families  to  be  reheved. 
Here  are  children  to  be  educated.  Here  are  workhoufes, 
wherein  both  young  and  old  gladly  received  the  word  of 
exhortation.  Here  are  prifons,  and  therein  a  corhplication 
iff  all  human  wants.  '  And,  laflly,  here  are  the  fchools  of 
the  prophets.  Of  thefe  in  particular  we  mull  obferve, 
that  he  who  gains  one,  does  thereby  do  as  much  fervice  to 
the  world,  as  he  could  do  in  a  parifh  in  his  whole  life. 
For  his  name  is  Legion :  in  him  are  contained  all  thofe 
who  {hall  be  converted  to  GOD  by  him*  He  is  not  a  An- 
gle drop  of  the  dew  of  heaven,  but  a  river  to  make  glad 
the  city  of  GOD. 

144  "  But  Epworthy^  you  fay,  "  is  a  larger  fphere  of 
*^  aftion  than  this.  There  I  (hould  have  the  care  of  two 
<^  thoufand  fouls."  Two  thoufand  fouls  !  I  fee  not  how  it 
is  poflible  for  fuch  an  one  as  me  to  take  care  of  one 
hundred.  Becaufe  the  weight  that  is  now  upon  me  is  al« 
moil  more  than  I  can  bear,  fliall  I  increafe  it  tenfold  ? 

'— — itnponere  Pelio  Ojfam 


Scilicet  J  atq.  OJf£  frondofum  involvere  Olympum  ! 

Vol-  IL  G  g  Would 
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-Would  this  be  the  way  to  help  either  myfelf  or  others  up 
to  heaven  ?  Nay,  the  mountains  I  reared  would  only 
crufh  my  own  foul,  and  fo  make  me  utterly  ufelefs  to 
others. 

15.  I  need  but  jufl  glance  on  feveral  other  reafons,  why 
I  am  more  likely  to  be  ufeful  here  than  elfewhere ;  as,  be* 
caufe  I  have  the  advice  of  many  friends  in  any  difFiculty, 
and  their  encouragement  in  any  danger :  becaufe  we  have 
the  eyes  of  multitudes  upon  us,  who,  even  without  defign^ 
ing  it,  perform  the  mofl  fubftantial  office  of  friendlhip ; 
tipprizing  us,  if  we  have  already  done  any  thing  wrong, 
and  guarding  us  againll  our  ever  doing  fo  again :  laftly,  be-* 
caufe  we  have  a  conllant  fund  (which  I  believe  this  yeat 
will  amount  to  near  eighty  pounds)  to  fupply  the  bodily- 
wants  of  the  poor,  and  thereby  open  a  way  for  their  fouls 
to  receive  inftru£lion. 

i6»  If  you  fay,  «  The  love  of  the  people  of  Epworth 
to  me,  may  balance  thefe  advantages :"  I  afk,  how  long 
will  it  laft  ?  Only  till  I  come  to  tell  them  plainly,  that 
their  deeds  are  evil  5  and  particularly  to  apply  that  general 
fentence,  to  fay  to  each,  Thou  art  the  man !  Alas,  Sir, 
do  not  I  know,  what  love  they  had  to  you  once?  And 
how  have  many  of  them  ufed  you  fihce  ?  Why,  juft  as 
every  one  will  be  ufed,  whpfe  bufmefs  it  is  to  bring  light 
to  them  that  love  darknefs. 

17.  Notwithftanding,  therefore,  their  prefent  prejudice 
in  my  favour,  I  cannot  fee  that  I  am  likely  to  do  that  good 
either  at  Epworth  or  any  other  place,  which  I  may  hope 
to  do  in  Oxford,  And  yet  one  terrible  objeftion  lies^  in 
the  way.  "  Have  you  found  it  fo  in  faft  ?  What  have 
'^  you  done  there  in  fourteen  years  ?  Have  not  your  very 
^^  attempts  to  do  good  there,  for  want  either  of  a  particu- 
<^  lar  turn  of  mind  for  the  bufinefs  you  engaged  in,  or  of 
*'  prudence  to  direft  you  in  the  right  method  of  doing  it, 
"  been  always  unfuccefsful  ?  Nay,  and  brought  fuch  con- 
<'  tem>pt  upon  you  as  has  in  fome  meafure  difquahfied 
<«  you  for  any  future  fuccefs  ?  And  are  there  not  men  in 
f^  Oxford^  who  are  not  only  better  and  holier  than  you, 
^  '    <*  but 
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%f  but  -who  having  prefcrved  their  reputation,  and  being 
"  univerfally  efleemed,  are  every  way  fitter  to  promote 
^^  the  glory  of  GOD  in  that  place?" 

£  Continued  at  page  280.] 
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\Coniinued  from  page  192c] 

^^  T  AM  in  hopes  of  feeing  you  foon  :  though  my  friends 
JL  talk  of  detaining  me,  to  make  a  farther  trial  of  the 
waters.  I  am  forbid  preaching:  but;,  bleffed  be  GOD,  I 
am  not  forbid  by  my  heavenly  Phyfician,  to  pray,  believe, 
and  love.  This  is  a  f\yeet  work,  which  heals,  ftrengthens, 
and  delights :  let  us  do  it,  till  we  have  recovered  our  fpi- 
ritual  ftrength.  And  then,  whether  wc  fliall  be  feen  on 
earth  or  not,  it  will  be  all  alike, 

«^  O  be  hearty  in  the  caufe  of  religion.  Be  either  hot 
or  cold.  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  be  lukewarm,  and  thereby 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  GOD!  Be  humbly  zeaU 
ou3  for  your  own  falvation  and  for  GOD's  glory.  And 
forget  not  to  care  for  each  other's  falvation.  The  cafe  of 
wicked  Cain  is  very  common :  the  pra£lice  of  many  fays 
with  that  wretch.  Am  I  my  brother  s  keeper?  O  pray  GOD 
to  keep  you  by  his  mighty  power  through  faith  unto  fal- 
vation. Keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  of  GOD  and  keep 
one  another,  by  example,  reproof,  exhortation,  encou- 
ragement, focial  prayer,  and  a  faithful  ufe  of  all  the  means 
of  grace.  Ufe  yourfelves  to  bow  at  Chrifh's  feet  as  your 
prophet.  Go  to  him  continually  for  the  holy  anointing  of 
his  fpirit,  who  will  be  a  teacher  always  near,  always  with 
you  and  in  you.  If  you  have  that  inward  inflruclor,  you 
will  fufter  no  material  lofe,  though  your  outward  teachers 
fliould  be  removed, 

«^  While  you  have  the  light  of  GOD's  word,  believe  in 
the  light,  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  the  light,»  fitted 

for 
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for  the  kingdom  of  eternal  light!  Where  I  charge  you,  pre-* 
pare  to  meet  with  joy 

Your  affeftionate,  though  unworthy 
Brother  and  minifter, 

JOHN  FLETCHER." 

4.  I  fubjoin  part  of  a  letter  wrote  fo-me  time  before  in 
the  fame  fpirit  to  his  parifiuoners  at  Madelcy, 

Dec.  28,  1776. 
<«  My  dear  parifhioners^ 

<*  The  weaknefs  of  my  body  confining  me  from  you,  I 
humbly  fubmit  to  the  Divine  difpenfation.  And  I  eafe  the 
trouble  of  my  abfence  from'you^  by  being  prefent  with  you 
in  fpirit,  and  by  refledting  on  the  pleafure  I  haye  felt  in 
years  pail,  in  finging  with  you.  Unto  us  a  ehild  is  horn;  un- 
to us  a  &/;  is  given.  This  truth  let  us  receive  with  all  rea- 
dinefs,  and  we  fhall  meet  in  Chrift,  the  center  of  iafting 
union.  And  our  hearts  fhall  be  full  of  the  fon<T  of  ano:eis. 
Glory  be  unto  GOD  in  the  higheji!  On  earth  peace!  Good-- 
will  toward  men!  In  order  to  this,  may  the  eyes  of  your 
underftanding  be  more  and  more  opened  to  fee  the  need 
of  a  Redeemer,  and  to  behold  the  fuitablenefs,  freenefs, 
and  fulnefs  of  the  redemption  wrought  out  by  the  Son 
of  GOD  !  This  wifh  glows  in  my  foul  fo  ardently,  that 
it  brings  me  down  upon  my  knees,  while  I  write.  And  in 
that  poflure  I  intreat  you  all,  to  confider  and  improve  the 
day  of  your  vifitation ;  and  to  prepare  in  good  earneft,  to 
meet  with  joy  your  GOD  and  your  unworthy  paftor  in 
another  world !  Weak  as  I  was  when  I  left  you,  I  hear 
that  m.any,  who  were  then  healthy  and  ftrong,  have  got 
the  ftart  of  me;  and  that  fome  have  been  hurried  into 
eternity,  without  a  moment's  warning.  May  this  awful 
^^vent  firike  a  deeper  confideration  into  all  our  fouls! 
May  the  found  of  their  bodies,  dalhed  in  pieces  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pit,  rouze  us  to  a  fpeedy  converfion,  that 
we  may  never  through  careleffhefs  or  delay,  fall  into  the 
bottomlefs  pit!     Tottering  as  I  ftand  on  the  brink  of  the 

g^ave^ 
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grave,  fome  of  you  alfo  n?ay  drop  into  it  before  me.  Let 
us  all  then  prepare  for  our  approaching  change,  and  never 
reft  till  v/e  are  alTured  it  will  be  a  happy  one !  Let  the 
long-fuffering  of  GOD  toward  us,  who  furvive  the  hun- 
dreds that  I  have  buried,  lead  us  all  to  repentance !  Em- 
brace Jefus  Chrift,  who  wept  for  you  in  the  manger, 
agonized  for  you  in  the  garden,  bled  for  you  on  the  crofs, 
and  now  pleads  for  you  on  his  mediatorial  throne!  Meet 
me  not  at  the  great  day  in  your  fins  and  in  your  blood! 
Meet  me  in  the  robe  of  Chrifb's  merits  and  in  the  %vhiie 
linen  (the  purity  of  heart  and  life)  ^vhkh  is  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  faints !  Let  all  wickednefs  be  gone  for  ever  with 
the  old  year !  And  with  the  new  year  begin  a  new  life : 
n  life  of  renewed  devotion  to  GOD,  and  increafing  love 
to  our  neighbour! 

«  Though  I  hope  to  fee  much  more  of  the  goodnefs  of 
GOD  in  the  land  of  the  living  than  I  do  fee,    yet  blefled 
|)e  the  divine  mercy,  I  fee  enough  to  keep  my  mind  at  all 
times  unruffled,   and  to  make  me  calmly  willing  to  refiga 
my  foul  into  the  hands  of  m.y  faithful  Creator,     I  defire 
your  public  thanks  for  all  the  favours  which  he  continu- 
ally fheweth  me.     May  our  thankfulnefs  crown   the   new- 
year,   as  the  Lord's  patience  and  goodnefs  have  renewed 
our  life.     Permit  me  to  befeech  an  intereft  in  your  pray- 
ers alfo.     Afk  that  I  may  be  willing  to  receive  all  that 
GOD  is  willing  to  beftow.     Alk  that  I  may  meekly  fuf- 
fer  and  zealoufly  do  all  the  will  of  GOD  in  my  prefent 
circumftances:    and   that  living  or  dying  I  may   fay.    To 
me  to  Hve  is  Chrift,  and  to  die  is  gain.     If  GOD  calls 
xne  foon,  I  beg  he  may  in  his  good  providence,  appoint  a 
more  faithful  fhepherd  over  you.     You  need  not  fear  but 
he  will.     For  thefe  many  months  you  have  had  no  famine 
of  the  word.     And  what  GOD  hath  done  for  months,  he 
can  do  for  years :   yea,  all  the  years  of  your  life.     Only 
pray.     Alk  and  you  fhall  have.     Meet  me  at  the  throne  of 
grace^  and  you  ihall  meet  me  at  the  throne  of  glory. 

Your  affeclionate,  obliged, 

Unworthy  minifter, 

J.  F.^* 
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5.  To  a  friend,  mean  time,  he  wrote  thus:  <«  With 
refpeft  to  my  foul,  I  calmly  wait  in  unfhaken  refignation, 
for  the  full  falvation  of  GOD:  ready  to  trull  him,  to 
.venture  on  his  faithful  love,  and  on  the  fure  mercies  o£ 
Davidy  either  at  midnight,  noon-day,  or  cock-crowing. 
For  my  time  is  in  his  hand ;  and  his  time  is  beft,  and 
ilrall  be  my  time-  Death  hath  loft  his  fting  ;  and  I  thank 
GOD,  I  know  not  what  hurry  of  fpirits  is,  or  unbeliev- 
ing fears,  under  the  moft  trying  circumftances.  Thanks 
be  to  GOD  for  his  unfpeakable  gift'!" 

6.  He  now  fpent  part  of  his  time  at  BriJIol^  but  thq 
greateft  part  at  Brifdngton.  In  one  place  or  the  other,  as 
well  as  at  Newingtany  he  W3S  vifited  by  many  refpedable 
perfons.  Many  of  thefe  were  Calviniits  j  feveral  of  whom 
bore  M^tnefs  to  his  deep  piety  and  exalted  fpirit.  But  a 
dilTenting  minifter,  after  prefling  him  hard,  with  regard  to 
fome  of  hi^  opinions,  told  him  with  great  warmth,  "  Mr. 
Fletcher^  you  had  better  have  been  gafping  for  life  with  an 
afthma,  or  have  had  all  your  limbs  unftrung  by  a  palfy, 
thirn  to  have  wrote  thofe  Checks."  Mr. -F/f'/ri^^r  replied, 
**  Sir,  I  then  wanted  more  love,  and  I  do  fo  ftill:"  and  in 
his  liigheft  fervours  of  divine  love,  he  always  acknowledg-f 
ed  his  want  of  more. 

7.  Here  alfo  he  miiTed  no  opportunity  of  inftrufting 
fervants  and  children,  fuiting  his  difcourfe,  in  a  manneif 
peculiar  to  himfelf,  to  their  capacity  or  their  bufinefs. 
And  what  would  have  appeared  low  in  another,  did  not 
appear  fo,  when  fpoken  by  him.  Thus  he  advifed  the 
cook,  ^«  to  ftir  up  the  fire  of  divine  love  in  his  heart,  that 
it  might  burn  up  all  the  rubbifli  therein,  and  raife  a  flame 
of  holy  affection :  to  which  with  the  greateft  cordiality  he 
would  fubjoin  a  fhort  prayer.  Thus  to  the  houfemaid,  he 
faid,  ^'  I  intreat  you,  to  fweep  every  corner  of  your  heart, 
that  it  may  be  fit  to  receive  your  heavenly  gueft."  To  a 
poor  man,  v/ho  cam^e  there  in  a  deep  confumption,  but  lit- 
tle concerned  for  his  foul,  he  faid,  in  a  very  folemn  man- 
ner (laying  one  hand  on  his  own  breaft,  and  the  other  on 
the  poor  man's)  <'  GOD  hath  fixed  a  loud  knocker  at  your 
bread  ^nd  mine.     Becaufe  we  did  not  regard,  as  we  ought 

to. 
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to  have  done,  the  gentle  knocks  and  calls  of  his  Holy  Spi- 
rit, his  word,  and  his  providences,  he  has  taken  faft  hold 
here,  and  we  cannot  get  out  of  his  hand.  O  let  this 
knocker  awaken  you,  who   are  juft  dropping  into  eternal 

fleep!" 

8.  When  one  or  another  occafionally  mentioned  any 
unkind  thing,  which  had  been  faid  of  him  or  his  writings, 
if  the  perfon  who  had  faid  it,  was  named,  he  would 
ftop  the  fpeaker  immediately,  and  offer  up  the  moft  fer- 
vent prayer  for  the  perfon  of  whom  he  fpoke.  He  did 
not  wilHngly  fufFer  any  one  to  fay  any  thing  againft  his 
opponents.  And  he  made  all  the  allowances  for  them, 
which,  on  a  change  of  circumftances,  he  would  have  wifli- 
ed  them  to  make  for  him. 

9.  He  continued  at  Brijlington  till  the  firft  of  December^ 
1777.  All  other  means  having  now  been  fairly  tried, 
with  very  little  eiFeft,  moft  of  the  fymptoms  being 
nearly  the  fame  as  they  were  feveral  months  ago  :  it  was 
determined  by  the  moft  fkilful  phyficians,  that  nothing 
could  fave  his  life  but  a  fea  voyage.  When  this  was  fixed, 
Mr.  Ireland  (a  friend  in  need  !)  carried  him  back  to  New^ 
ingtojt.  While  he  was  here,  preparing  for  his  voyage,  he 
wrote  as  follows  to  one  of  his  flock  at  Madely, 

^«  I  heartily  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter.  May  the 
GOD  of  all  grace  and  love,  our  common  Father  and 
our  all,  blefs  you  all  with  all  fpiritual  blelTmgs,  and  with 
fuch  temporal  favours,  as  will  beft  ferve  the  end  of  your 
growing  in  grace. 

«  My  defire  is,  if  I  fhould  be  fpared  to  minifter  to  you 
again,  to  do  it  with  more  humility,  diligence,  love,  and 
zeal.  But  as  matters  are,  you  muft  take  the  will  for  the 
deed.  And  let  us  all  praife  GOD  for  all  that  is  paft,  and 
truft  him  for  ail  that's  to  come !  The  Lord  enable  you 
all  to  cleave  to  Chrift,  and  in  him  to  abide  in  one  mind, 
Jlr'iving  together  for  the  hope  of  the  go/pel^  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Spirit.  Of  this  we  have  often  difcourfed  together:  but 
we  have  not  prefled  into  it  with  fufhcient  ardour  and  vior 
lence.  GOD  give  us  the  humble  and  violent  faith  which 
inherits  the   promifes,    that  we   may  always  triumph  in 

Chrift, 
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Chrlft,  In  life  and  in  death  !  I  beg  you  would  help  me 
to  thank  the  Author  of  all  good  for  every  biefiing  of  this 
life :  but  above  all,  for  the  lively  hope  of  the  next,  and 
for  Chrift  our  common  hope,  peace,  joy,  wifdom,  righte^ 
oufnefs  and  falvation !  In  him  I  meet  and  embrace  you 
all!  GOD  blefs  you,  and  crown  you  with  loving  kind- 
nefs  and  tender  mercies !  I  live,  if  you  Hand.  Do  not 
let  me  want  the  reviving  cordial  of  hearing  that  you  ftand 
together  firm  in  the  faith,  deep  in  humility,  and  rejoicing 
in  loving  hope  of  the  glory  to  come !  Blefs  GOD  much 
for  the  gift  of  his  only-begotten  Son  !  Be  much  in  pri- 
vate prayer.  Do  not  forget  the  aflembling  yourfelves  to* 
gether  in  little  companies,  as  well  as  in  public.  Walk 
humbly  as  in  the  light  of  death  and  eternity.  And  pray 
ftill  for 

Your  unworthy  fervant, 

J.  F. 

"  Let  none  of  your  little  companies  want.  If  any  do, 
you  are  welcome  to  my  houfe.  Take  any  part  of  the  fur- 
niture there,  and  make  ufe  of  it  for  their  relief.  And  this 
fhall  be  your  full  title  for  fo  doing. 

Witnefs  my  hand, 

JOHN  FLETCHER.'' 

10.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  he  fet  out  with 
Mr.  Ireland  and  his  family,  befide  fome  other  company* 
A  little  account  of  the  former  part  of  his  journey,  is 
given  by  Mr.  Ireland^  in  a  letter  to  a  friend. 

"  We  left  Calais^  Dec.  12.  The  north  wind  Was  very 
high,  and  penetrated  us  even  in  the  chaife.  We  put  up 
at  Bretzidy  and  tlie  next  day  got  to  Abbeville ;  whence  we 
were  forced  by  the  miferabie  accommodations  we  met  with, 
to  fet  oat,  though  it  was  Sunday.  Mr.  Fletcher  and  I  ufed 
to  lead  the  way :  but  now  the  other  chaifes  got  before  us- 
Nnie  miles  from  Abbeville  our  axletree  gave  way  through 
the  hard  froft,  and  we  were  both  left  to  the  piercing  cold, 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  without  any  ihelter.  After  waiting 
an  hour  and  a  half  we  fent  the  axletree  and  wheels  back 
to  be  repaired :  and  leaving  the  body  of  the  chaife  under  a 

guard. 
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j;uard,  procured  another  to  carry  us  to  the  next  town.  On 
the  15th,  our  chaife  arrived  in  good  repair.  Travelling 
fteadily  forward  (though  the  country  was  all  covered  with 
fnow)  on  the  27th  we  reached  DIjon.  During  the  whole, 
journey,  Mr.  Fletcher  fhewed  vifible  marks  of  a  recovery. 
He  bore  both  the  fatigue  and  piercing  cold  as  well  as 
the  bed  of  us.  On  the  31ft  v/e  put  up  at  Lyons ^  and  fo- 
lemnly  clofed  the  year,  bowing  our  knees  before  the  throne, 
which  indeed  we  did  not  fail  to  do,  all  together^  every 
day.  January  4,  1778,  we  left  LyonSy  and  came  on  the 
pth  to  Aix.  Here  we  reft :  the  weather  being  exceeding 
fine  and  warrh.  Mr.  Fletcher  walks  out  daily.  He  is  now 
able  to  read,  and  to  pray  with  us  every  morning  and  even- 
ing. He  has  no  remains  of  liis  cough,  or  of  the  weak- 
nefs  in  his  breaft.  His  natural  colour  is  reftor^d,  and  the 
fallownefs  quite  gone^     His  appetite  is  good,  and  he  takes 


a  little  w4ne." 


II.  In  another  letter,  Mr.  Ireland  writes  thus:  "  Soon 
after  our  arrival  here,  I  rode  out  moft  days  with  my  dear 
and  valuable  friend.  He  now  and  then  complained  of  the 
uneafinefs  of  the  horfe,  and  there  were  fome  remains  of 
forenefs  in  his  breaft.  But  this  foon  went  ofR  The  be- 
ginning of  February  was  warm,  which,  when  he  w^alked 
in  the  fields,  relaxed  him  too  much.  But  w^hen  the  wind 
got  north  or  eaft,  he  v/as  braced  again.  His  appetite  is 
good,  his  cornplexion  as  healthy  as  it  was  eleven  years  ago. 
As  his  ftrength  increafes,  he  increafes  the  length  of  his 
rides.  Laft  Tuefday  he  fet  out  on  a  journey  of  a  hundred 
and  twelve  miles.  The  firft  day  he  travelled  forty  miles. 
The  third  day  he  travelled  fifty-five.  He  bore  his  journey 
as  w^ell  as  I  did :  and  v/as  as  well  and  as  aftive  at  the  end 
of  it  as  at  the  beginning.  During  the  day,  he  cried  out, 
"  Help  me  to  praife  the  Lord  for  his  goodnefs :  I  never 
expedled  to  fee  this  day.^'  He  now  accepted  a  preffing 
invitation  to  preach  to  the  Proteftants  here.  He  did  fo  on 
Sunday  morning  on  thefe  words,  Examine  yoiirfelvesy  whe^ 
ther  ye  be  in  the  faith.  For  fome  days  before,  he  was 
afraid  he  had  done  wrong  in  accepting  the  invitation.  But 
Oh !  how  fliall  I  be  able  to  exprefs  the  povrer  and  liberty 

Vol.  II.  H  h  which 
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which  the  Lord  gave  him  !  Both  the  French  and  Englifh 
were  greatly  afFe£led :  the  word  went  to  the  heart  both  of 
faints  and  finners.  If  the  Lord  continues  his  ftrength  and 
voice  (which  is  now  as  gOod  as  ever  it  was)  he  has  an  ear- 
ned invitation  to  preach  where  we  are  going,  near  MonU 
pelier.  You  would  be  aftonifhed  at  the  intreaties  of  paftors 
as  well  as  people.  He  has  received  a  letter  from  a  minifter 
in  the  Levine  mountains,  who  intends  to  come  to  Montpe- 
Her,  fixty  miles,  to  prefs  him  to  go  and  preach  to  his  flock. 
Soon  after  this,  his  brother  came  to  fetch  him  to  Switzer^ 
land.  ^  He  purpofes  to  fpend  the  next  fummer  in  his  owri 
country,  and  the  following  winter  in  thefe  parts,  or  in 
fome  part  of  the  fouth  of  France. 

12.  *^  His  brother  condufted  him  from  Montpelier  to 
'Nyon,  the  place  of  his  nativity.  Here  he  lived  in  that 
which  was  his  father's  houfe,  in  the  midft  of  his  afFeftion- 
ate  relations,  who  took  care  that  he  fhould  neither  want 
the  bed  advice,  perhaps  equal  to  any  in  Europe,  nor  any 
thing  that  could  pofTibly  contribute  to  the  full  recovery  of 
his  health." 

13.  About  this  time  a  letter  was  written  to  that  venera- 
ble old  man,  Mr.  Perronet,  vicar  of  Shorehain,  informing 
him  that  there  was  a  valuable  eftate  at  his  native  place, 
which  properly  belonged  to  him,  and  which  might  eafily 
be  recovered,  if  he  fent  one  of  his  fons  to  claim  it.  All 
his  friends  whom  he  confulted  on  the  occafion,  judged  this 
information  was  not  to  be  flighted.  And  his  youngeft  fon, 
Mr.  William  Perronet,  was  willing  to  undertake  the  jour- 
ney. But  before  he  fet  out,  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Fletcher ^ 
defiring  his  advice.     Part  of  his  anfwer  was  as  follows : 

Nyon,  June  2,  1778. 
"  While  I  write  to  you  to  make  your  title  clear  to  a 
precarious  efl:ate  on  earth;  permit  me  to  remind  you  of 
the  heavenly  inheritance  entailed  upon  believers.  The 
will  (the  New  Teftament)  by  which  we  can  recover  it,  is 
proved :  the  court  is  equitable :  the  Judge  loving  and  gra- 
cious. To  enter  on  the  poilefiion  of  part  of  the  efl:atc 
here,  and  of  the  whole  hereafter,  we  need  only  to  believe, 

and 
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and  prove  evangelically^  that  we  are  believers.  Let  us  fet 
about  it  nozu  with  earneftnefs,  with  perfe^^rance,  and  with 
full  affurance,  that  through  grace  we  fliall  carry  our  point. 
Alas,  what  are  eftates  or  crowns  to  grace  and  glory  ? 
The  Lord  grant  we  may  all  choofe  the  better  part ! 

«f  Since  I  wrote  laft,  in  order  to  fhorten  my  journey,  I 
ventured  to  crofs  the  mountains,  which  feparate  France 
from  this  country.  But  on  the  third  day,  I  found  an  un- 
expeded  trial — a  hill,  which  we  were  to  afcend  by  a  v/ind- 
ing  road,  but  fo  fteep,  that  the  horfes  were  hardly  able  to 
draw  the  empty  chaife.  This  obliged  me  to  walk  .in  the 
fteepeft  places  for  feveral  hours  together.  The  fun  was 
hot.  I  perfpired  violently,  and  the  next  day  I  fpat  blood 
again.  But  having  kept  to  afles'  milk  ever  fmce,  I  am 
(blciled  be  GOD)  much  better. 

"  This  country  is  delightful.  I  invite  you  to  come  and 
fee  it,  and  fhare  a  delightful  apartment.  I  defign  to  try 
this  fine  air  fome  months  longer.  We  have  a  fine  fhady 
wood,  near  the  lake,  where  I  can  ride  in  the  cool  all  the 
day,  and  enjoy  the  finging  of  a  multitude  of  birds.  But 
this,  though  fweet,  does  not  come  up  to  the  finging  of 
my  dear  friends  in  England.  There  I  meet  them  in  fpirit 
feveral  hours  in  the  day.     GOD  blefs  my  dear  friends  !'^ 

14.  About  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  Dr.  Turner  a§  foU 
lows : 

<^  Should  I  gather  ftrength,  I  fhould  under  GOD,  ac- 
knowledge youy  dear  Sir,  as  the  inftrument  of  that  bleifing, 
as  you  were  above  twenty  years  ago.  Ten  thoufand  thanks 
I  render  to  you.  Sir,  and  to  Mr.  Perronet  for  your  kind 
and  generous  care  and  attendance.  May  GOD  reward 
you  both,  by  beftowing  upon  you  all  the  bleflings  which  can 
.make  life  happy,  death  comfortable,  and  eternity  delight- 
ful and  glorious  !  May  the  richeft  cordials  of  divine  love, 
and  the  balm  of  Gilead,  a  Saviour'?  precious  blood,  re- 
vive your  fouls  and  comfort  your  hearts !  And  in  your 
every  want  and  extremity,  may  you  both  find  fuch  tender 
helpers  and   comforters,    as  have  been  found  in  you  by. 


dear  Sir, 


Your  moft  obliged,  though  mod  unworthy 
fervant  and  patient, 

JOHN  FLETCHER,'^ 
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15.  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  Mr.  William  Pcrrond 
fet  out  for  Switzerland.  In  a  letter  he  wrote  from  thence 
to  Mr.  Greenivoody  he  gives  a  little  farther  account  of 
Mr.  Fletcher.  And  this-  letter  I  the  rather  infert,  as  I  be- 
lieve this  letter  with  a  few  more,  is  all  that  remains  of 
that  amiable  young  man,  who  never  more  faw  his  native 
land,  being  called  hence,  while  he  was  on  his  journey  to 
JEnglarid. 

There  is  fomething  in  the  beginning  of  his  letter,  which 
Js  a  litfle  humourous :  but  this  the  candid  reader  will  eafily 
^xcufe.     It  runs  thus : 

Npnj  Jan,  18,   1779. 
««  Dear  Sir, 

^'  As  you  defire  of  me  to  fend  you  fome  account  of  my 
journey,  now  I  am  a  Httle  fettled,  I  will  do  it  in  the  beft 
manner  I  am  able. 

^^  I  fet  out  from  London  on  Tuefday,  November  17. 
We  arrived  at  Dover  about  3  on  Wednefday  morning ;  em- 
barked on  Thurfday,  and  arrived  at  Calais  in  about  thre^ 
hours. 

^«  Though  it  was  in  w^ar-time,  yet  we  did  not  meet 
with  the  leaft  incivility,  either  here  or  in  any  part  of  France^ 
But  the  badnefs  of  the  inns  makes  the  travelling  through 
this  country  difagreeable-  The  rooms  in  general  are  fo 
dirty,  as  to  be  fitter  for  fwine  than  men.  Each  room  both 
above  and  below  ftairs,  is  provided  v/ith  two,  three,  or 
four  beds.  And  they  are  fo  high  as  to  require  fteps  to  get 
up  to  them.  For  there  is  on  each  bed,  firft,  a  monltrous 
canvas  bag^  fluffed  with  a  hyge  quantity  of  flraw :  over 
this  a  feather  bed,  and  on  this  as  many  mattreffes  as  the 
hoft  can  furnifh.  But  the  word  is,  the  fheets  are  not 
damp,  but  rather  downright  wet.  Yet  the  good  w^oman 
w^ould  conftantly  fcold  us,  if  we  attempted  to  dry  them 
even  at  our  own  fire :  infilling  upon  it,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  they  ihould  be  damp  at  all. 

\jContinued  at  page  287.] 


[     MS    ] 

ir^e  Journal  ^/FRANCIS  ASBURY,  Bi//joJ>  cf  th 
Methodijl-Epifcopal  Church. 

From  March  26,   1772,  to  April  14,   1773* 
\Cont'mued  from  page  1 99.] 

MONDAY,  September  7.  Richard  Saufey  Charles 
WhltCy  and  myfelf  fet  ofF  for  New-Rochelle.  At 
night  I  felt  myfelf  unwell,  and  my  mind  under  a  cloudj  but 
gave  an  exhortation  at  Mr.  Devoe's  in  the  evening. 

Tuefday  8.  This  was  a  day  of  heavinefs,  much  trouble, 
fore  temptation,  and  forrow  of  heart;  but  in  the  evening 
I  was  happy  in  GOD,  and  fpake  with  pov/er  and  feeling. 
On  Wednefday  my  mind  was  more  warmly  engaged,  and 
I  preached  to  many  people  both  at  3  o'clock  and  7. 

Thurfday  10.  Mr.  Devoe  accompanied  me  as  far  as 
KlngsbridgCy  on  my  way  to  X'ork^  where  Sammy  Selby  met 
me,  and  rode  with  me  the  reft  of  the  way. 

I  preached  in  the  evening,  and  rofe  to  preach  next  morn- 
ing at  5.  It  appears  to  me  that  trouble  is  at  hand,  but  I 
fear  nothing;  being  confcious  of  having  a£led  uprightly 
before  them  all,  and  having  no  by-ends  in  view.  Who- 
ever has  muft  anfwer  for  it.  Whatever  comes,  I  am  de- 
termined, while  here,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  to  proceed 
according  to  the  Methodift  doctrine  and  difcipline. 

Friday  11.  I  met  the  people  in  the  morning,  to  dif- 
courfe  with  them  about  their  temporal  matters,  and  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Chafe  to  take  an  account  of  the  weekly  and 
quarterly  collections.  But  the  two  other  flewards  refufed 
an  exaft  entry  of  the  money  that  is  not  fettled.  However, 
the  people  mujl  have  the  fame  fatisfadlion  concerning  the 
other  colle(Stions.  Saturday  morning,  I  felt  a  ftrong  defire 
to  live  to  GOD,  and  aft  with  a  fmgle  eye  to  his  glory  in 
all  that  I  do.  On  Saturday  evening  we  had  a  comfortable 
meeting.  After  preaching  to  many  people  on  the  Lord's 
day  at  7,  I  prepared  to  approach  the  table.  There  was  a 
great  drawing  among  the  people  while  thefe  words  were 
enforced,  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me.     Lord  prepare  my 

heart. 
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heart.  My  bleeding  Lord !  let  my  foul  feel  thy  melting 
love.  Lord,  make  all  thy  people  glad  together  in  thee, 
that  thou  mayeft  be  glorified  in  and  by  us  both  now  and 
ever.  At  the  table  I  had  peace  and  joy;  and  v/as  deeply 
nfie£ted  at  the  fight  of  the  poor  negroes,  feeing  their  fable 
faces  adorn  the  table  of  the  Lord.  In  the  evening  I  had  a 
full  houfe  and  much  divine  afliftance. 

Monday  14.  I  had  much  peace  and  love  in  preaching 
at  5,  and  this  day  felt  power  to  live  to  GOD. 

Tuefday  15;  I  fpent  great  part  of  my  time  in  company, 
and  preached  with  fome  fife  to  a  fmall  company  at  Blooin-,- 
ingdale.  Preaching  at  5  the  next  morning,  1  had  many 
people,  and  a  comfortable  fenfe  of  GOD;  and  poflefs  a 
humble  hope  that  I  fliall  five  this  day  to  GOD. 

Wednefday  16.  I  fet  ofi^  for  Ne^iv^-town^  2in^  find  near-r 
nefs  to  GOD  and  more  conftancy  of  mind,  with  a  humble 
hope  that  I  (hall  live  to  GOD.  Our  journey  was  wet  and 
troublefome ;  however  there  was  a  fmall  company  of  peo^ 
pie,  and  I  preached  with  fome  life,  and  difregard  my  fa- 
tigue if  any  good  can  be  done.  We  returned  to  Tork  in 
the  night,  which  was  very  dark :  but  he  to  whom  the  darkr 
nefs  is  known,  conduced  us  in  fafety.  Friday  morning  I 
found  peace  and  life;  but  fitan  was  hard  at  my  heels, 
Lord  help  me  to  be  always  guarded,  and  to  fly  the  very 
appearance  of  evil;  fo  that  in  thy  ftrength  I  may  every 
moment  conquer. 

Saturday  19.  I  felt  comfortable  in  preaching  this  morn- 
ing at  5  o'clock.  Oh  my  GOD!  help  me  to  live  this  day  to 
thy  giory.  We  had  life  this  evening  aifo  in  public  ex- 
hortation. 

Lord's  day  20.  In  the  morning  we  had  a  good  time 
while  I  fpake  from  the  latter  part  of  the  eighty-firft  pfalm; 
and  in  the  evening  we  had  a  very  full  houfe,  and  th^ 
Lord  favoured  me  with  warmth  and  power  while  I  ad- 
dreffcd  the  people  from  Rom.  yi.  17,  18.  After  preach- 
ing on  Monday  morning,  I  went  to  Staten-IJland,  Juilice 
Wright  met  me  and  informed  me  that  the  people  were  ve- 
ry bufy  at  that  time  in  court ;  fo  I  went  and  preached  to 
liiany  attentive  people  at  BlrcTz  ferry.     Hitherto  the  Lord 

hath 
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liath  helped.  I  will  endeavour  to  praife  him  with  my 
whole  heart,  and  glorify  him  more  and  more.  Tuefday 
I  crofled  the  bay  and  preached  in  the  evening  at  Tork, 

Wednefday  23.  In  the  morning  I  preached,  and  felt  a 
meafure  of  peace,  and  ftronger  confidence  in  my  foul  to- 
wards GOD. 

I  am  now  twenty-feven  years  of  age,  and  have  had  a  re^ 
ligious  concern  on  my  heart  about  fourteen  years ;  though 
I  felt  fomething  of  GOD  as  early  as  the  age  of  fevea 
years. 

Thurfday  24.  I  preached  in  the  morning  from  Pfalni 
Ixxxvi.  17;  and  found  myfelf  enlarged  in  the  evening  on 
the  fubjecl  of  the  good  Samaritan.  This  day  my  foul  has 
felt  much  love  toward  GOD,  and  my  mind  has  been  bent 
on  doing  his  will. 

Friday  25.  Attending  the  lefture  to-day,  I  heard  the 
Doftor  with  much  fatisfaftion;  and  in  the  evening  preach- 
ing, I  laid  open  the  plague  of  the  human  heart  as  I  felt  it. 
It  was  a  folemn  time.  This  day  we  received  tidings  from. 
Philadelphia  of  their  doing  well  both  in  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral matters.  Some  have  been  much  diflatisned  with  pri- 
vate fociety-meetings,  and  collciSlions  in  the  clafles.  But 
in  the  midft  of  every  trial,  the  Lord  keeps  me  in  peace. 
On  Saturday  morning,  though  it  was  cold,  we  had  many 
people  and  a  moving  time  at  5  o'clock ;  and  a  comfortable 
feafon  in  the  evening  exhortation. 

Lord's  day  27.  Preaching  this  morning  on  hmlding  the 
tower,  I  had  fome  afliftance;  but  experienced  fome  heavy 
exercifes  of  mind  this  day.  In  the  evening  I  was  enabled 
to  preach  w^ith  power,  on  the  awful  fubje£l  of  judgment: 
attempting 

I.  To  prove  that  the  judgment  wuU  be  univerfal. 

IL  To  defcribe  the  perfon  of  the  Judge. 

IIL  To  defcribe  the  awful  events  preceding  and  attend- 
ing that  period. 

IV.  To  point  out  the  bufinefs  of  the  day. 

V.  To  fliew  the  decifion  and  confequents. 

Monday  28.    Many  people  attended  the  preaching  at  ^ 
o'clock,  and  Brother  Sau/e  and  myfelf  fet  off  in  the  fore- 
noon 
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noon  for  New-Rochclle.  As  we  came  unexpefledly  on  tll^ 
people,  I  improved  the  occafion  by  preaching  from  thefe 
words.  In  Juch  an  hour  as  ye  think  noty  the  Son  of  man  com- 
€th. 

Tuefday  29.  At  friend  Devoe*Sy  I  preached  with  inward 
life  from  Ezek.  xxxiii,  4.  I  have  been  much  aflaulted  this 
tlay  with  temptations.  But  have  been  kept  by  the  power 
of  GOD.  I  fmd  a  degree  of  effeminacy  cleaving  to  me, 
but  abhor  it  from  my  very  heart.  The  reading  of  Mr. 
Wejleyh  journal  has  been  made  a  bleffing  to  nie,  and  I 
hope  for  victory  over  all  my  foes. 

Wednefday  30.  I  was  led  to  fpeak  very  clofely  at  Peter 
Bonnetfsy  to  a  congregation  in  which  were  many  old  peo- 
ple ;  and  then  returned  to  Mr.  De%)oe^s,  where  I  preached 
with  freedom,  and  enforced  the  duty  of  meeting  together 
among  themfelves* 

Oftober  li  I  fet  off^for  Torh ;  preaching  to  a  fmall  com* 
pany  at  Kingsbridge  on  my  way.  This  day  I  received  a  let- 
ter from  my  mother,  informing  me  that  fhe  was  very  weak 
ini  body,  and  had  an  earneft  defire  to  fee  me  once  more  be- 
fore (he  dies* 

Oftober  3*  Thc5ugh  I  preached  with  liberty  laft  night,  yet 
tny  mind  was  troubled  to-day  with  temptations  y  but  earneil- 
}y  defire  to  renew  my  covenant  with  GOD.  Mr.  Wright  re-* 
ceived  a  letter  from  Mr.  tVef.ejy  enforcing  Our  rules  and 
difcipHne.  My  defire  is  to  fet  loofe  to  every  created  ob- 
jeft,  and  through  grace  to  be  holy  as  my  Lord  is  holy. 

Lord's  day  4.  I  felt  divine  affiftance  in  preaching  both 
morning  and  evening;  but  was  grieved  at  fociety-meeting, 
to  fee  the  ftcward  defirous  to  let  flrangers  in. 

On  Monday  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Wejlej,  and  communicated 
the  true  fentiments  of  my  mind. 

Tuefday  6.  This  was  a  day  of  peace  and  reft  to  my 
foul.  After  preaching  at  night  with  forne  power,  I  fpuke 
to  our  fteward,  whofe  conducl  did  not  altogether  pleafe 
me — frequently  avoiding  to  fpeak  to  m.e — abfentlng  himfeif 
from  the  meeting  of  the  leaders — the  appearance  of  diffi- 
mulaticn — oppofing  our  rules — and  confultmg  perfons  vv^ho 

were 
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members  of  our  fociety.  He  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  af- 
fefled  by  the  converfation. 

Thurfday  8.  In  preaching  both  mdrning  and  evening, 
I  had  an  opening  of  foul  toward  the  people,  and  found  my 
mind  in  peace.  My  greatefl  concern  is  to  be  altogether 
holy  in  heart.  I  met  the  fociety  this  evening,  and  told  them 
plainly  my  mind  relative  to   their   ftate    as    a    colleclivs 

bodv. 

Friday  9.  I  met  the  leaders^  and  there  v/ere  fome  fharp 
debates.     After  rnuch  had  been  faid,  I  Vv^as  charged  with 

ufing  Mr.  N ill,  in  faying,  He  oppoled   my   meeting 

the  fociety.  Mr.  L told  me  that  I  had  already  preach- 
ed the  people  away ;  and  intimated  that  the  whole  work 
would  be  deftroyed  by  me.  Perhaps  this  was  becaufe  I 
fpoke  fo  freely  to  Mr.  iV— ^ — ,  and  defired  him  to  take 
care  what  company  he  kept. 

Saturday  10.  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wejley^  in 
•which  he  required  a  ftrift  attention  to  difcipline ;  and  ap- 
pointed me  to  aft  as  affiftant.  He  alfo  enjoined  that  Mr.  Wil- 
liams might  not  print  any  more  books  without  his  confenti 
I  alfo  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Williams^  informing  me 
of  the  ftate  of  matters  in  Maryland ;  and  that  it  was  ap- 
pointed for  m*e  to  winter  there.  For  this  I  intend  to  pre- 
pare. 

Lord's  day  ii.  Preached  with  power  in  the  morning, 
and  fpake  freely  to  a  large  congregation  in  the  evening. 
My  foul  is  bleft  with  peace  and  love  to  GOD. 

Monday  12.  Read  one  of  Mr.  Wejley^  fermons  to  the 
people,  and  believe  fome  felt  it  reproving  them  for  evil 
fpeaking.  My  mind  is  ferene  and  comfortable.  Part  of 
Monday  was  fpent  in  meeting  claffes ;  and  on  Tuefday 
morning  at  5,  I  had  many  people  and  preached  with  life* 
My  intention  is  to  deal  faithfully  with  all  j  and  it  is  my 
real  opmion,  that  I  am  not  fo  fenfible  of  faults  in  any  other 
perfons,  as  in  myfelf.  Loi;d,  help  me  to  be  faithful,  and 
in  all  I  do  to  glorify  thee  more  than  ever.  My  foul  felt 
power  this  evening  in  preaching. 

Wednefday.  Went  to  New-town^  but  was  not  expefted. 
However,    we  collected  many  people  to  hear  the  word- 

I  i  I  then 
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I  then  returned  to  Torky  and  after  preaching  in  the  morning 
was  engaged  in  fettling  the  clafles,  making  up  feme  bands, 
and  meeting  the  children.  I  have  reafon  to  be  thankful, 
though  my  trials  have  been  great  from  many  quarters,  they 
have  not  moved  me. 

Friday  i6.  Preached  in  the  morning,  and  felt  refigned 
to  any  thing,  having  no  choice,  but  am  willing  to  go  to 
the  end  of  the  vv^orid,  if  I  can  be  holy  and  ufeful. 

Lord's  day  i8.  Preached  in  the  morning  with  fome  fen- 
fibiiity,  and  then  went  to  hear  Mr.  Ingles^  who  delivered  a 
profitable  difcourfe  on  the  education  of  children.  He 
proved  the  neceffity,  antiquity,  and  human  authority  of 
catechifmg ;  and  made  it  evident,  that  in  the  primitive 
church,  the  beft  and  ableft  men  were  appointed  for  this 
work.  He  gave  fome  account  of  the  fchool  in  Alexandria  ; 
and  told  the  audience,  that  in  this  duty  there  fliould  be 
both  precept  and  example,  and  fometimes  feverity.  In  the 
evening  I  was  enabled  to  fpeak  plainly  to  a  large  congrega- 
tion, from  Deut,  xxx.  19.  /  call  heaven  and  earth  to  record 
againjl  you  this  day^  that  I  have  Jet  before  you  life  and  death j 
hlejftng  and  curfing :  therefore  choofe  life^  that  both  thou'  and 
thy  feed  may  live.  This  day  we  had  a  love-feaft.  Many 
people  fpoke  freely,  but  not  long.  This  I  have  obferved 
more  here  than  in  England^  that  the  people  fpeak  fhort, 
and  yet  very  full. 

Monday  19.  Set  off  in  the  ftage  for  Philadelphia.  The 
company  was  all  pretty  quiet  except  one  young  man,  who 
frequently  profaned  the  name  of  the  Lord.  It  was  my  in- 
tention to  reprove  him,  but  waiting  for  a  proper  time,  I 
found  an  opportunity  when  there  was  only  one  perfon  with 
him,  and  then  told  him  how  he  had  grieved  me.  He  re- 
ceived the  admonition  very  well ;  and  excufed  himfelf  by 
faying,  he  did  not  think  of  what  he  was  doing.  After- 
w^ards  he  feemed  more  careful.  After  dining  at  Brwifwick, 
we  came  to  Pritjcetouy  a  place  I  had  long  wifhed  to  fee 
for  the  fake  of  the  pious  Mr.  Davisy  late  prefident  of  the 
college  there.  Here  I  met  Mr.  Boardmany  and  we  both 
agreed  in  judgment  about  the  affairs  of  the  fociety:  and 
we  were  comforted  together.     The  next  day  I  came  to 

Trenton  2 
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Trenton ;  but  a  drunken  failor  had  locked  up  the  court- 
houfe,  fo  was  obliged  to  preach  in  a  fchool-houfe,  where 
we  had  a  comfortable  meeting-,  and  alfo  at  5  the  next  morn- 
ing, 

[Continued  at  page  297.] 


JL  E  T  T  E  R. 

[Motives  and  marks  of  growth.] 

To  the  mojl  loving  and  bejl  beloved^  the  fervants  of  Chrijl  in 
Taunton,  grace  and  peace. 

Mojl  dear  and  tender  friends^ 

WHOSE  I  am,  and  whom  under  GOD  I  defire  to 
ferve ;  to  build  you  up  in  holinefs  and  comfort 
hath  been  through  grace  my  great  ambition.  This  is  that 
which  I  laboured  for ;  this  is  that  which  I  fufFer  for :  and 
in  ihort,  the  end  of  ail  my  applications  to  you,  and  to 
GOD  for  you.  How  do  your  fouls  profper  ?  Are  they 
in  a  thriving  cafe  ?  What  progrefs  do  you  make  in 
fan6tification  ?  Doth  the  houfe  of  ^aul  grow  weak- 
er and  v/eaker,  and  the  houfe  of  David  ftronger  and 
ftronger  ?  Beloved,  I  am  jealous  of  you  with  a  godly  jea- 
loufy,  left  any  of  you  ftould  lofe  ground  in  thefe  declining 
times :  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  often  calling  upon  you 
to  look  to  your  ftanding,  and  to  watch  and  hold  faft,  that 
110  man  take  your  crown.  Ah  !  Jiow  furely  fhall  you  reap 
in  the  end,  if  you  faint  not !  Take  heed  therefore  that 
you  lofe  not  the  things  you  have  wrought,  but  as  you  have 
begun  well,  fo  go  on  in  the  ftrength  of  Chrift,  and  give 
diligence  to  the  full  affurance  of  hope  to  the  end. 

Do  you  need  motives?]  i,  Ho^  much  are  you  behind 
hand?  Oh,  the  fair  advantages  that  we  have  loft  !  What 
time,  what  fabbaths,  fermons,  facraments,  are  upon  the 
matter  loft  !     How  much  work  have  we  yet  to  do  1     Are 

you 
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you  fure  cf  heaven  yet  ?  Are  you  fit  to  die  yet  ?  Surc^ 
Ij  they  that  are  under  fo  many  great  wants,  had  need  to 
fet  upon  fome  more  thriving  couries. 

Secondly,  Conftder  what  ethers  have  gained^  nvhiljl  we^  it 
may  be^  fit  down  by  the  lofs :  Have  we  not  met  many  veilels 
richly  laden,  vi^hife  our  fouls  are  empty  ?  Oh,  the  golden 
prizes  that  fome  have  won!  While  we  have  folded  the  hands 
to  fleep,  have  not  many  of  our  own  Handing  in  religion, 
left  us  far  behind  them  ? 

Thirdly,  Confuler  you  will  all  find  little  enough  when 
you  come  to  die :  The  wife  among  the  virgins  have  no  oil  to 
fpare  at  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom  \  temptation  and 
death  will  put  all  your  graces  to  it.  How  much  ado  have 
.^^.any  had  at  lail  to  put  irAto  this  harbour  !  David  cries 
for  refpite  till  he  had  recovered  a  little  more  ftrength. 

Fourthly,  Confidcr  how  jhort  your  time  for  gathering  in 
probably  is  F  The  Ifraelites  gathered  twice  fo  much  man- 
na againft  the  fabbath  as  they  did  at  oth^r  times,  becaufe 
at  that  time  there  was  no  manna  fell.  Brethren,  you 
know  not  how  long  you  have  to  lay  in  for.  Do  you  ail; 
for  marks,  how  you  may  know  your  fouls  to  be  in  a  thriv- 
ing cafe  ? 

■Fiff:y  If  your  appetites  he  more  firong.  Do  you  thirft  af-? 
ter  GOD  and  grace,  more  than  heretofore?  Do  your 
cares  for  and  defires  after  the  world  abate  ?  And  do 
you  hunger  and  thirft  after  righteoufnefs  ?  Whereas  you 
were  wont  to  come  with  an  ill-will  to  holy  duties,  do  you 
now  come  to  them  as  an  hungry  ftomach  to  its  meat  ? 

Secondly^  If  your  pulfes  beat  more  even.  Are  you  flill  off 
and  on,  hot  and  cold  ?  Or  is  there  a  more  even  fpuu 
thread  of  holinefs  through  vour  whole  courfe  ?  Do  you 
make  good  the  ground  from  which  you  Vvcre  formerly  beat- 
en oS^ 

Thirdly  J  Jf  you  do  looh  more  to  the  carrying  on  together  the 
duties  of  both  tables.  Do  you  not  only  look  to  the  keeping 
of  ycur  own  vineyards,  but  do  you  lay  out  yourfelvcs  for 
the  good  of  others  ?  and  are  ye  filled  with  zealous  defires 
for  their  converfion  and  falvation  ?  Do  you  manage  your 
talk  and  vour  trade,  by  the  rules  of  religion  ? 

Do 
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Do  yqu  eat  and  fl^ep  by  rule  ?  Doth  religion  form  and 
mould,  and  direct  your  carriage  towards  huibands,  wives, 
parents,  children,  mailers,  fervants  ?  Do  you  grow  more 
Wiiverfaily  confcientious  ?  Is  piety  more  diffufive  than  ever 
with  you  ?  Doth  it  come  more  abroad  with  you,  out  of  your 
clofets,  into  your  houfes,  your  fliops,  your  fields  ?  Doth 
it  journey  with  you,  and  buy  and  fell  for  you  ?  Hath  it 
the  calling  voice  in  all  you  do  ? 

Fourthly^  If  the  duties  of  religion  be  more  delightful  to  you. 
Do  you  take  more  delight  in  the  word  than  ever  ?  Arc 
you  more  in  love  with  fecret  prayer,  and  more  abundant 
in  it  ?  Cannot  you  be  content  with  your  ordinary  feafons, 
but  are  ever  and  anon  making  extraordinary  vifits  to  heaven  ? 
And  upon  all  occafions  turning  afide  to  talk  with  GOD  in 
fome  {Iiort  ejaculations  ?  Are  you  often  darting  up  your 
foul  heavenwards  ?  Is  it  meat  and  drink  for  you  to  do  the 
will  of  GOD  ?  Do  you  come  oft  more  freely  with  GOD> 
and  anfwer  his  calls  with  more  readinefs  of  mind  ? 

Fifthly  J  If  you  are  more  abundant  in  thofe  duties  which  are 
mofl  difpleafing  to  the  f  eft j.  Are  you  more  earneft  in  morti- 
fication ?  Are  you  more  ftricl  and  fev^re  than  ever  in  the 
duty  of  daily  feif-examination,  and  holy  meditation  ?  Do 
you  hold  the  reins  harder  upon  the  Hefli  than  ever  ?  Dvi 
you  keep  a  ftricter  v/atch  upon  your  appetites  ?  Do  you 
fct  a  ftronger  guard  upon  your  tongues  ?  Have  you  a  more 
jealous  eye  upon  your  hearts  ? 

Sixthly^  If  you  grow  more  vile  in  your  own  eyes.  Do  you 
grow  more  out  of  love  with  men's  elteem,  and  fet  lefs  by 
it?  Are  you  not  marvellous  tender  of  being  flighted? 
Can  you  rejoice  to  fee  others  preferred  before  you  ?  Can 
you  heartily  value  and  Iqvc  them  that  think  meanly  of 
you  ? 

Seventhly^  If  you  grow  more  quick  of  fenfe^  more  fenfible  of 
divine  influences^  or  withdrawings.  Are  you  more  afraid  of 
fin  than  ever?  Are  your  fins  a  greater  pain  to  you  than 
heretofore  ?  Are  your  very  infirmities  your  great  afilic- 
tions  ?  and  the  daily  workings  of  corruption  a  continual 
grief  of  mind  to  you  ? 

I  muil 
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I  muft  conclude  abruptly,  commending  you  to   GOD<> 
and  can  only  tell  you  that  I  am 

Yours  in  the  Lord  Jefus^ 

J.J. 


LETTER. 
[From  Mifs  M.  A—,  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wefley.] 
Rev.  Sir, 

AS  the  end  of  your  labour  in  the  vineyard  is  the  con- 
verfion  of  fouls,  it  will  give  you  much  pleafure  to 
be  informed  that  my  filler  Nancy  is  truly  converted. 

She  fays,  (he  often  envied  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
called  Methodiitsi  and  that  not  finding  it  in  herfelf,  con- 
cluded it  was  for  want  of  knowing  GOD. 

Mr.  EderU^  converfation  was  much  bleiTed  to  her,  as  ma- 
ny things  he  faid  greatly  afFefted  her.    But  under  your  fer- 
mon  on,  "  Noiv  is  the  accepted  time,  and  now  is  the  day 
of  falvation,"  her  heart  faid,  this  belongs  to  me.     When 
you  faid  to  me  at  fupper,   "  Prefs  forward,   left  your  fifter 
ihould  get  before  you,"   the  word  came  home  to  her  heart. 
When  (he  retired,  Ihe  prayed  earneftly  that  it  might  be  fo., 
In  the  morning,  a  little  after  you  took  leave  of  her,  fhe 
could  praife  GOD,  asZ-^rGOD:  foon  after,  flie  commu- 
nicated it  to  her  brother;  and  the  next  day  joined  the  fo- 
ciety.     The  day  following,  coming  over  to  fee  me,  I  was 
quite  aftoniflied ;   as  {\\z  feemed  fully  to  poflefs  the  faith 
which  worketh  by  love.     She   now  prayed,   and  fang  the 
praifes  of  GOD  continually;  and  was  fo  full  of  the  love 
of  GOD,  that  fhe  could  hardly  contain  herfelf.   She  feem- 
ed alfo  to  forget  her  food,  while  her  fieep  quite  forfook  her. 
She  moft  earneftly   defired  to  receive  the  Lord's  fupper, 
and  had  no  fear  of  death;  but  feared  it  was  wrong  to  be 
fo  happy,  as  fhe  had  felt  fo  little  forrow  for  fin. 

The  two  things  (he  formerly  thought  would  be  her  greatcft 
crofs  to  part  with,   if  ever  .fee  became   ferious,  fiie  v/as 

-     tried 


tried  with  the  next  day;  when  behold!  the  mountain  be- 
came a  plain:  for  her  right  hand  was  cut  off  without  much 
difficulty! 

She  faid  flie  would  go  to  her  worldly  acquaintance,  and 
tell  them  what  GOD  had  done  for  her  foul:  and  alfo  tell 
them  how  (he  muft  Jive  and  aft  j  and  that  if  they  would 
do  fo  too,  fhe  would  continue  their  acquaintance ;  but  if 
not,   ihe  muft  break  it  off.  >/ 

I  know,  Sir,  you  will  blefs  GOD  with  me,  becaufe  he 
has  given  you  a  child,  and  me  a  fifter  in  the  Lord.  I 
now  begin  to  hope  that  all  our  family  will  be  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  How  delightful  is  the  thought! 
I  blefs  GOD  that  I  can  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus!  and  have 
no  confidence  in  the  flefli.  Pray  for  me,  reverend  Sir, 
and  believe  me  to  be  your  moft  affedtionate  and  obliged 
fervant, 

M.   A . 

Fsh.  20,    1773. 


A  Jhort  Account  of  the  Death  of  Mrs.  S.  BuMSTED* 

HEARING  that  my  dear  wife  was  In  labour,  I  flew 
immediately  to  her  affiftance,  and  found  her  almoft 
in  the  agonies  of  death;  but  perfectly  fenfible  and  very 
happy. 

"When  we  judged  her  not  able  to  pronounce  one  word 
diftindlly,  fhe  broke  out,  to  my  great  furprife  and  comfort, 

^<  ril  praife  my  Maker  while  I've  breath. 
And  when  my  voice  is  loft  in  death, 
Praife  (hall  employ  my  nobler  powers.'' 

When  fhe  faw  all  about  her  in  great  affliction,  fhe  en- 
deavoured to  comfort  us  by  repeating  the  following  words, 

<^  Come  on,  my  partners  in  diftrefs. 
My  comrades  through  the  wildernefs. 

Who 


Wlio  ftill  your  bodies  feel ; 
Awhile  forget  your  griefs  and  fear.5> 
And  look  beyond  this  vale  of  tears 

To  that  celeftial  hill." 

When  death  feemed  to  appear  fomething  formidablcjt 
flie  cried, 

"  No,  not  Jordan's  ftream,   nor  death's  cold  flood. 
Shall  fright  me  from  the  fliore." 

Again,  fhe  faid, 

^^  Hark  '    they  whifper  1    aitgels  fay, 
Sifter  fpirit,   come  away!" 

Then  the  dear  creature  extending  her  dying  arms,  as  i£ 
juft  going  to  fly  away  to  her  Saviour,   faid> 

^^  For  me  my  elder  brethren  ftay^ 
And  angels  beckon  me  away. 
And  Jefus  bids  me  come !" 

She  then  added,  with  unfpeakable  rapture, 

^^  O  w^hat  are  all  my  fufferings  here. 

If  Lord  thou  count  me  meet, 
With  that  enraptur'd  hoft  to  appear. 
And  worfliip  at  thy  feet!" 

i  never  before  faw  a  dying  creature  fo  fupported :  and 
what  I  then  felt,  and  do  now  feel  on  the  occafioit,  is  un-^ 
utterable!  My  heart  feems  ready  to  burft  with  grief  and 
joy  at  the  fame  inftant !  Surely  no  one  ever  ftood  in  more 
need  of  the  prayers  of  chriftian  friends  than  I  do,  who  am 
now  deprived  of  the  comfort  and  affiftance  of  a  moft  wor- 
thy and  engp.gmg  companion. 

D.    BUMSTED. 

Londony  GB.  4,    1773* 

A  fiori 


Letters,  &c*  1257 

A  port  Account  of  Ma^y  Parkinson,  of  Lijhurn^  hi 

Ireland, 

MARY  PARKINSON  feared  GOD  from  het 
childhood,  and  often  lamented  her  finful  ftate  \ 
though  flic  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  method  of  fal- 
vation  i  About  eleven  years  ago,  as  one  was  giving  out 
the  following  hymn,  in  her  father's  houfe, 

O  let  no  gloomy  crimen 
Pollute  the  rifing  day  ! 
Or  Jefu's  blood,  like  evening  dew, 
Wafli  all  the  ftains  away  ! 

{lie  felt  her  need  of  Chrift,  and  the  fame  night  found  a 
clear  fenfe  of  her  acceptance  with  GOD.  That  night,  while 
afleep,  flie  was  in  a  kind  of  trance,  and  faw  the  glory  of 
heaven.  Being  waked,  flie  cried  out  to  thofe  about  her^ 
*^  O  come,  und  tafte  the  waters  of  life ;  for  they  are  nov/ 
running!"  She  alfo  gave  thanks  for  the  comfortable  fleep 
ftie  had  had,  and  feemed  grieved  that  flie  awoke  fo  foon. 

From  this  time  flie  was  much  in  prayer  for  herfelf,  the 
fuccefs  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  world  in  general.  In  this 
employment  flie  frequently  fpent  whole  nights :  never  tak- 
ing reft  till  flie  found  power  to  believe.  Though  for  a  long 
time  flie  had  been  dreadfully  affli£led  with  rheumatic  pain3> 
(he  was  fupported  under  them  by  faith  and  prayer. 

About  nine  years  ago  (having  now  lofi  the  ufe  of  hev 
limbs)  flie  w^as  carried  to  a  love-feaft,  at  Mr.  G — 's,  at 
which  time  her  ford  was  filled  with  the  pure  love  of  GOD* 
From  that  time  ilie  was  never  heard  to  complain  that 
GOD  dealt  hardly  by  her  j  but  rejoiced  evermore,  prayed 
without  ceafing,  and  in  every  thing  gave  thanks. 

Being  afked  a  little  before  her  death,  if  flie  found  any 
temptation  ?  flie  faid,  "  I  am  fometimes  tempted  to  think 
that  GOD  deals  hardly  with  me  j  but  thefe  temptations 
all  vaiiifli  by  looking  unto  Jefus!" 

For  fome  yearns,  her  knees  being  drawn  up  to  her  breaft, 
fhc  v/as  forced  to  lie  ccnftantly  on  one  fide,  tiil  her  bones 

VoLe  11.  K  k  cams 


nj-g  iPOETRY. 

came  nearly  through  her  Ikin.  Accordingly,  (he  was  fa 
contrafted,  that  when  dead,  her  whole  length  was  not 
quite  two  feet.  She  had  alfo  (befides  conftant  pain)  been 
quite  blind  for  fome  time ;  and  experienced  very  great  po- 
verty. Yet  in  all  this  fhe  was  fo  fupported,  that  (he  could 
praiie  the  Lord  continually. 

Some  time  before  her  death,  flie  faid,  "  I  fee  the  gate 
of  heaven  open  to  receive  me;  and  hear  the  Lord  fay. 
Come  up,  my  love,  my  dove,  my  undefiled!  He  affures 
me  I  fhall  dnter  in :  feeing  my  robes  are  wafhed,  and  made 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  I  fhall  foon  mount  up  aa 
on  the  wings  of  an  eagle,  and  be  where  pain  and  ficknefs, 
forrow  and  weeping,  (hall  be  no  more!"  Having  faid  this^ 
(he  fell  afleep  in  Jefus,  in  the  50th  year  of  her  age. 

Jpril  Sy  1785. 
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SHORT    HYMNS. 

ExoD.   xxxiv.  6.   Merciful  and  gracious, 

MERCIFUL  GOD,  thyfelf  proclaim 
In  this  polluted  breaft ; 
Mercy  is  thy  diftinguifh'd  name. 

Which  fuits  a  fmner  beft ; 
Our  mifery  doth  for  pity  call. 

Our  fin  implores  thy  grace  j 
And  thou  art  merciful  to  all 
Our  loft  apoftate  race. 


ExoD, 
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ExoD.  xxxiv.  6.    Abundant  in  goodrtefs, 

THY  goodnefs  and  thy  truth  to  me. 
To  every  foul  abound ; 
A  vaft,  unfathomable  fea, 

Where  all  our  thoughts  are  drown'd : 
Its  ftreams  the  whole  creation  reach. 

So  plenteous  is  the  ftore : 
Enough  for  all,  enough  for  each. 
Enough  for  evermore, 


Do.  xxxiv.  6.    Abundant  in  izuth^ 

FAITHFUL,  O  Lord,  thy  mercies  are, 
A  rock  that  cannot  move  5 
A  thoufand  promifes  declare 

Thy  conftancy  ©f  love  : 
Throughout  the  univerfe  it  reigns 

Unalterably  fure ; 
And  while  the  truth  of  GOD  remains. 
Thy  goodnefs  muft  endure. 


Do.  XXXIV.   7.    Keeping  mercy  for  thcufands^ 

RESERVES  of  unexhaufled  grace 
Are  treafur'd  up  in  riiee. 
For  myriads  of  the  fallen  race. 

For  all  mankind  and  me : 
The  flowing  llream  continues  full. 

Till  time  its  courfe  hath  run : 
And  while  eternal  ages  roll. 
Thy  m.ercy  Ihall  flow  on. 

NUMBa 


t6o  I'OETRY, 

Numb.  xI.  27.    There  ran   a  young  man^   and  told  MofeSj, 
and  f aid ^   Eldad  and  Medad  do  prophefy  in  the  camp^ 

ELDADj  they  fald,  and  Medad  there. 
Irregularly  bold, 
J5y  Mofes  uncommiflion'd  dare 

A  feparate  meeting  hold  ! 
And  ftill  whom  none  but  heaven  will  own. 

Men  whom  the  world  decry. 
Men,  authoriz'd  by  GOD  alone, 
Prefume  to  prophefy! 


Verfe  28.    My  lord  Mofes,  forbid  them, 

HOW  often  have  I  blindly  done 
What  zealous  Jojlnia  did. 
Impatient  to  the  rulers  run. 

And  cry'd,   «^  My  lords y   forbid! 
f^  Silence  the  fchifmatics!  conflrain 

^^  Their  thoughts  with  ours  t'  agree^ 
f^  And  facrifice  the  fouls  of  men 
«  To  idol-unity!" 


Verfe  29.    Enviejl  thou  for  my  faleT 

MOSES,  the  minifter  of  GOD, 
Rebukes  our  partial  love. 
Who  envy  at  the  gifts  beftow'd 

On  thofe  we  difapprove ! 
We  do  not  our  own  fpirit  know, 

Who  wifn  to  fee  fuppreft 
The  men  that  fe/u's  fpirit  fhow, 
The  men  whom  GOD  hath  bleft. 


TH^ 
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XVII.  T  BELIEVE  £/^^i^// means,  fecondly,  A  dl- 
JL  vine  appointment  of  fome  men  to  eternal  hap- 
pinefs.  But  I  believe  this  Election  to  be  conditional,  as 
well  as  the  Reprobation  oppofite  thereto.  I  believe  the 
eternal  decree  concerning  both,  is  expreiTed  in  thofe  w^ords. 
He  that  lelievethy  Jhall  he  faved :  he  that  believeth  noty  Jhall 
be  damned :  and  this  decree  vi^ithout  doubt  GOD  w^ill  not 
change,  and  man  cannot  refift.  According  to  this,  all  true 
believers  are  in  fcripture  termed  eleB :  as  all  who  continue 
in  unbeliefs  are  fo  long  properly  reprobates^  that  is,  tinap" 
proved  of  GOD,  and  "without  dijcernment  touching  the 
things  of  the  Spirit, 

XVIII.  Now  GOD  to  whom  all  things  are  prefent  at 
once,  who  fees  all  eternity  at  one  view,  calleth  the  things 
that  are  not^  as  though  they  were;  the  things  that  are  not 
yet,  as  though  they  were  now  fubfifting.  Thus  he  calls 
jdbraham^  the  father  of  many  nations^  before  even  Ifaac  was 
born.     And  thus  Chrift  is  called,  the  Lamb  flain  from  the 

foundation 
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foundation  of  the  worldy  though  he  was  not  llain,  In  facl, 
till  feme  thoufand  years  after.  In  like  manner,  GOD 
calieth  true  believers,  eUEi  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  i 
although  they  were  not  actually  ele£l  or  believers,  till  ma- 
ny ages  after,  in  their  feveral  generations.  Then  only  it 
was,  that  they  were  aftually  elefted,  when  they  were  made 
the  fans  of  COD  h'^  faith.  Then  were  they, in  fa  61,  chofen 
and  taken  out  of  the  world ;  eleEi  (faith  St.  Paul )  through  be- 
lief of  the  truth :  or  (as  St.  Peter  exprefles  it)  ele^  according 
to  the  foreknowledge  of  GODy  through  fan^if  cation  of  the 
Spirit. 

XIX.  This  Eleftion  I  as  firmly  believe,  as  I  believe  the 
fcripture  to  be  of  GOD.  But  unconditional  Election  I  cannot 
believe ;  not  only  becaufe  I  cannot  find  it  in  fcripture,  but 
alfo  (to  wave  all  other  confiderations)  becaufe  it  neceflarily 
implies  unconditional  Reprobation.  Find  out  any  Eleftion, 
which  does  not  imply  Reprobation,  and  I  will  gladly  agree 
to  it.  But  Reprobation  I  can  never  agree  to,  while  I  be- 
lieve the  fcripturQ  to  be  of  GOD  :  as  being  utterly  irre- 
concilable to  the  whole  fcope  and  tenor  both  of  the  Old 
and  New  Teftament. 

O  that  GOD  would  give  me  the  defire  of  my  heart! 
that  be  would  grant  the  thing  which  I  long  for  !  even  that 
your  mind  might  now  be  free  and  calm,  and  open  to  the 
light  of  his  Spirit !  that  you  would  impartially  confider, 
Jiow  it  is  pofTible  to  reconcile  Reprobation  with  the  follow- 
ing fcripturesJ 

Gen.  iii.  17.  19.  "  Becaufe  thou  haft  eaten  of  the  tree 
of  which  I  commanded  thee,  faying.  Thou  (halt  not  eat  of 

\X — In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  flialt  thou  eat  bread,"  &c. 

The  curfe  fhall  come  on  thee  and  thine  offspring,  not 
becaufe  of  any  abfolute  decree  of  mine,  but  becaufe  of  thy 
fin. 

Chap.  IV.  7.  "  If  thou  doft  well,  flnlt  thou  not  be  ac- 
cepted ?  And  if  thou  doft  not  well,  fin  lieth  at  the  door.'* 
Sin  only,  not  the  decree  of  Reprobation,  hinders  thy  be- 
ing accepted. 

Dcut,  vii.  9,  10.  <«  Know  that  the  Lord  thy  GOD,  he 
is  the  faithful  GOD,    which  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy 

with 
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With  them  that  love  him  and  keep  his  commandments  to  a 
thoufand  generations :  and  repayeth  them  that  hate  him  to 
their  face,  to  deftroy  them/^ 

Verfe  I2.  "  Wherefore  if  ye  hearken  to  thefe  judgments 
and  keep  and  do  them,  the  Lord  thy  GOD  {hall  keep  un- 
to thee  the  covenant  which  he  fware  unto  thy  fathers." 

Chap.  xi.  26f  27,  28.  "  Behold  I  fet  before  you  this 
day  a  blefling  and  a  curfe :  a  bleffing,  if  you  obey  the  com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  your  GOD  5  and  a  curfe,  if  you 
will  not  obey." 

Chap.  XXX.  15,  &c.  "  See,  I  have  fet  before  thee  this 
day,  life  and  good,  and  death  and  evil :  in  that  I  command 
thee  this  day  to  love  the  Lord  thy  GOD,  to  walk  in  his 
ways,  and  to  keep  his  commandments — and  the  Lord  thy 
GOD  fhall  blefs  thee.  But  if  thou  wilt  not  hear,  I  de- 
nounce unto  you  this  day,  that  ye  (hall  furely  perifli.  I  call 
Leaven  and  earth  to  record  this  day,  that  I  have  fet  before 
you  hfe  and  death,  bleffing  and  curfing.  Therefore  choofe 
life,  that  both  thou  and  thy  feed  may  live." 

2  Chron.  xv.  i,  2.   "  And  the  Spirit  of  GOD    came 

upon  Azariahy  and  he  faid, ^The  Lord  is  with  you, 

while  ye  be  with  him ;  and  if  ye  feek  him,  he  will  be 
found  of  you ;  but  if  ye  forfake  him,  he  will  forfake  you." 

Ezra  ix.  13,  14.  *^  After  all  that  is  come  upon  us,  for 
our  evil  deeds,  and  for  our  great  trefpafs ;  fhould  we  agaia 
break  thy  commandments,  wouldfl  thou  not  be  angry  with 
us,  till  thou  hadft  confumed  us  ?" 

Job  xxxvi.  5.  <«  Behold,  GOD  is  mighty,  and  defpifeth 
not  any."     Could  he  then  reprobate  any  ? 

Pfalm  cxlv.  9.  "  The  Lord  is  good  to  all,  and  his  ten- 
der mercies  are  over  all  his  works." 

Prov.  I.  23,  &c.  ^«  Turn  you  at  my  reproof  5  behold, 
I  will  pour  out  ray  fpirit  unto  you." 

"  Becaufe  I  have  called  and  ye  refufed,  I  have  ftretched 

out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded : 1  alfo  will  laugh 

at  your  calamity,  I  will  mock  when  your  fear  cometh. 
Then  (hall  they  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  anfwer  •,  they 
Ihall  feek  me  early,  but  they  (haU  not  find  me."     Why  ? 

Becaufe 
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Becaufe  of  my  decree  ?  No.     ^^  For  that  they  hated  know- 
ledge, and  did  not  chopfe  the  fear  of  the  Lord." 

Ifa.  Ixv.  2,  Sec.  ^^  I  have  fpread  out  my  hands  al!  the 
day  unto  a  rebellious  people ;— -a  people  that  provoketh  me 
to  anger  continually  to  my  face  -.—therefore  will  I  meafure 
their  former  work  into  their  bofom. — Ye  (hall  all  bow 
down  to  the  llaughtcr,  becaufe  when  I  called,  ye  did  not 
anfwer. — Therefore  ye  fliall  leave  your  name  for  a  curfe 
imto  my  chofen :  for  the  Lord  GOD  fhall  flay  thee,  and 
call  his  fervants  by  another  name." 

Ezek.  xviii.  20,  &c.  "  The  foul  that  finneth,  it  fhall 
die.  The  fon  fliall  not  bear  ( eternally j  the  iniquity  of  the 
father,  neither  fnall  the  father  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  fon* 
— Have  I  any  pleafure  at  all  that  the  wicked  fhould  die, 
faith  the  Lord ;  and  not  that  he  fliould  return  from  his 
ways  and  live  ?" 

Matt.  vii.  26.  "  Every  one  that  heareth  thafe  fayings  of 
mine,  and  doeth  them  not,  fhall  be  likened  unto  a  foolifli 
man  which  built  his  houfe  upon  the  fand."  Nay,  he  could 
not  help  it,  if  he  was  ordained  thereto. 

Chap.  xi.  20,  &c.  ^^  Then  began  he  to  upbraid  the  cJ* 
ties  wherein  moft  of  his  mighty  works  were  done,  becaufe 
tkey  repented  not.  Wo  unto  thee,  Chorazin ;  wo  unto 
thee,  Bethfaida :  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  were  done 
in  you,  -had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon^  they  would  have 
repented  long  ago  in  fackcloth  and  aflies."  (What  ?  i£ 
they  were  not  elected  P  And  if  they  of  Bethfaida  had  been 
ehfled^  would  they  Hot  have  repented  too  ?)  "  But  I  fay 
unto  you,  it  fliall  be  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and  8idon  in 
the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  you.  And  thou.  Caper na-^ 
t:m^  which  r.rt  exalted  unto  heaven,  flialt  be  brought  down 
to  hell;  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been  done  in 
thee,  had  been  done  m  Sodom^  it  would  have  remained  un- 
til this  day.  But  I  fay  unto  you,  it  fhall  be  more  tolerable 
for  the  land  of  Scdom  m  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for 
thee." 

Chap.  xii.  41,  '^  The  men  of  Nweveh  fliall  rife  in  judg- 
ment with  this  generation,  and  fliall  condemn  it:  becaufe 
they  repeated  at  the  prcadiing  of  Jonas;  and  behold,  a 

greater 
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greater  than  Jonas  is  here."    But  what  was  this  to  the  pur- 
.  J)ofe,  if  t/je  jnen  of  Nineveh  were  elefked^  and  this  genera-^ 
tion  of  men  were  not  ? 

Chap.  xiii.  ir,  i2.  "  It  i^  given  unto  you  to  know  the 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  but  to  them  it  is  not 
given.  For  whofoever  hath  (i,  e,  ujeth  what  he  hath  J  to 
him  fhall  be  given,  and  he  fliall  have  more  abundance. 
But  whofoever  hath  not,  ftom  him  fhall  be  taken  away  even, 
that  he  hath." 

Ghap.  xxii.  8.  ^^  They  which  were  bidden  were  not 
worthy,"  were  fhut  out  from  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb : 
Why  fo  ?     Becaiife  "  they  would  not  come,"  ver.  3. 

The  whole  twenty-fifth  chapter  requires,  and  will  re- 
ward your  moft  ferious  confideration.  If  you  can  recon- 
cile unconditional  Reprobation  with  this,  you  may  recon- 
cile it  with  the  i8th  of  E^ekiel. 

John  iii.  19.  "  This  is  the  condemnation,  that  light  fs 
come  into  the  world,  and  men  loved  (or  chofej  darknefs 
rather  than  light*" 

Chap.  v.  44.  "  Ho^v  can  ye  believe,  who  receive  ho*- 
nour  one  of  another,  and  feek  not  the  honour  that  conl- 
eth  from  GOD  only  ?"  Obferve  the  reafon  why  they  could 
not  believe:  not  in  GOD,  but  in  themfclves. 

Ads  viii.  26,  &c.  "  Thy  rtioney  perifli  with  thee  (and 
fo  doubtlefs  it  did  J.  Thou  haft  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this 
matter;  for  thy  heart  i3  not  right  in  the  fight  of  GOD. 
Repent  therefore  of  this  thy  wickedncfs,  and  pray  GOD^ 
if  perhaps  the  thought  of  thine  heart  may  be  forgiven  thee.'* 
So  that  St.  Peter  had  no  thought  of  any  abfolute  Reproba- 
tion, even  in  the  cafe  of  Simon  Magus. 

Rom.  i.  20,  Sec.  ^^  They  are  without  excufe ;  becaufe 
when  they  knew  GOD,  they  glorified  him  not  as  GOD; 
— wherefore  GOD  aifo  gave  them  up  to  uncleannefs :— ^ 
who  changed  the  truth  of  GOD  into  a  lie. — For  this  caufe 
GOD  gaVe  them  up  to  vile  afreclions. — As  they  did  not 
like  to  retain  GOD  in  their  knowledge,  GOD  gave  them 
over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  not 
convenient." 

Vol.  IL  LI  2  Theff. 
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2  Thefl'.  ii.  lo,  &c.  "  Them  that  perifh,  becaufe  they  re- 
ceived not  the  love  of  the  truth,  that  they  might  be  faved. 
And  for  this  caufe  GOD  fliall  fend  them  ftrong  delufion, 
to  believe  a  lie :  that  they  all  might  be  damned  who  believ- 
ed not  the  truth,  but  had  pleafure  in  unrighteoufnefs." 

XX.  How  will  you  reconcile  Reprobation  with  the  fol- 
lowing fcriptures,  which  declare  GOD's  willingnefs  that 
all  fliould  be  faved  ? 

Matt.  xxii.  9.  "  As  many  as  ye  fliall  find,  bid  (invite J 
to  the  marriage." 

Mark  xvi.  15.  *'  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  gofpel  to  every  creature." 

Luke  xix.  41,  &c.  "  And  when  he  came  near,  he  be- 
held the  city,  and  wept  over  it,  faying.  If  (rather  O  that) 
thou  hadft  known,  at  leaft  in  this  thy  day,  the  things 
which  belong  unto  thy  peace  !" 

John  v.  34.  *^  Thefe  things  I  fay,  that  ye  may  be  fav- 
ed," viz.  thofe  who  perfecuted  him,  and  "  fought  to  Jlay 
him,"  ver  16.  and  of  whom  he  complains,  ver.  40,  "  Yc 
wdll  not  come  to  tne,  that  ye  may  have  hfe." 

Afts  xvii.  24,  &c.  "  GOD  that  made  the  world  and  all 
things  therein — giveth  to  all  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things, 
and  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  men,  for  to 
dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth— That  they  {hould  feek 
the  Lord."— Obferve,  this  was  GOD's  end  in  creating  all 
jiations  on  all  the  earth. 

Rom.  v.  18.  "  As  by  the  offence  of  one,  judgment 
came  upon  all  men  to  condemnation  ;  fo,  by  the  righteouf- 
nefs  of  one,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all  men  unto  juftifica- 
tion  of  life." 

Chap.  X.  xii.  "  The  fame  Lord  over  all,  is  rich  (in  mer* 
ey)  unto  all  that  call  upon  him." 

I  Tim.  ii.  3,  4.  ^^  This  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the 
fight  of  GOD  our  Saviour,  who  ivillefh  all  men  to  be  fav- 
ed :" — Chap.  iv.  I  o.  "  Who  is  the  faviour  of  all  men,  ef- 
pecially  of  thofe  that  believe,"    i.  e.  intentionally  of  all, 

and  aftually  of  believers* 

James 
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James  i.  5.  "  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk 
of  GOD,  who  glveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth 
not." 

2  Pet.  iii.  9.  ^^  The  Lord  is  long-fufFering  to  us-ward, 
aiot  willing  that  any  fhould  perifli,  but  that  all  fhould  come 
to  repentance." 

I  John  iv.  14.  <f  We  have  feen  and  do  teftify,  that  the 
Father  fent  the  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world." 

XXI.  How  will  you  reconcile  Reprobation  with  the  fol- 
lowing fcriptures,  which  declare  that  Chrill  came  to  fave 
all  men,  that  he  died  for  all,  that  he  atoned  for  all,  even 
for  thofe  that  finally  perifh  ?" 

Matt,  xviii.  11.  "  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  fave  that 
which  was  loft,"  without  any  reftri£lion. 

John  i.  29.  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  GOD,  which  tak- 
eth  away  the  fin  of  the  world," 

Chap.  iii.  17,  "  GOD  fent  his  Son  into  the  world,  that 
the  world  through  him  might  be  faved." 

*^  Chap.  xii.  47.  "I  came  not  (now  J  to  judge  the 
world,  but  to  fave  the  world." 

Rom.  xiv.  15.  "  Deilroy  not  him  with  thy  meat  for 
whom  Chrift  died." 

1  Cor.  viii.  11.  "  Through  thy  knowledge  ftall  thy 
weak  brother  perifti,  for  whom  Chrift  died  ?" 

2  Cor.  V.  14,  &c.  "  We  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died 
for  all,  then  were  all  dead :  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that 
they  (or  all)  who  live,  fhould  live  unto  him  which  died  for 
them."  Here  you  fee,  not  only  that  Chrift  died  for  all 
men,  but  hkewife  the  end  of  his  dying  for  them, 

1  Tim,  ii.  6.  ^^  Chrift  Jefus,  which  gave  himfelf  a  ran- 
fom  for  all." 

Heb.  ii.  9.  ^^  We  fee  Jefus  made  lower  than  the  angels, 
that  he  might  tafte  death  for  every  man." 

2  Pet.  ii.  I.  "  There  (liall  be  falfe  teachers  among  you, 
v/ho  (hall  privately  bring  in  damnable  herefies,  even  deny- 
ing the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  bringing  upon   them- 
felves  fwift  deftrudlion."     You  fee^  he  bought,  or  redeem- 
ed 
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ed  even  tliofe  that  perifh,  thut  bring  upon  tliemfelves  fw^ft 
deftru6lion. 

I  John  ii.  T5  2.  ^^  If  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  advocate 
with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous;  and  lie  is  the 
propitiation  for  our  fins"  fwBo  are  eleti  according  to  th^ 
hio^vledge  of  GOD)  "  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo  for 
the  fins  of  the  w^hole  world.'' 

You  are  fenfibie,  thefe  are  but  a  very  fmall  part  of  the 
fcriptures  v/hich  might  be  brought  on  each  of  thefe  heads^ 
But  they  are  e^iough :  and  they  require  no  comment,  taken 
in  their  plain,  eafy,  obvious  fenfe,  they  abundantly  prove,, 
tjlat  there  is  not,  cannot  be,  any  fuch  thing  as  uncondir 
tional  Reprobation. 

[Cojitimied  at  page  i^l'^''} 


SERMON      XVIIL 

Qn  ECCLESIASTES   vii.    10. 

Say  not  thou\  What  is  the  caufe^  that  the  former-  days  were 
better  than  thefe  ?  For  thou  dofl  net  enquire  wifely  concern^ 
ing  this* 

I.  ir;T„l^5;  not  eafy  to  difcern  any  conneflion  between  this 
JL  text.and  the  context;  between  thefe  words,  and  ei- 
ther ^  thofe  that  go  before,  or  thofe  that  follow  after.  It 
feems  to  be  a  detached,  independent  fen  tence,  like  very 
many  in  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon..  And  like  4:hem,  it  con- 
tains a  weighty  truth,  which  deferves  a  ferious  confidtra- 
lion.  Is  not  the  purport  of  the  queftion  this  ?  It  is  not 
\yife,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  a  fuppofition,  unlefs  the 
fuppofition  itfeif  be  not  only  true,  but  clearly  proved  fo  to 
be.  Therefore  it  is  not  wife  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of 
this  fuppofition,  That  the  former  days  were  better  than  thefe: 
becaufe,  common  as  it  is,  it  vv^as  never  yet  proved,  nor  in- 
deed ever  tan  be. 

2.  Perhaps 
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2.  Perhaps  there  are  few  fuppofitions  which  have  pafled 
more  currently  in  the  world  than  this,  That  the  former 
days  were  better  than  thefe  •,  and  that  in  feveral  refpefts. 
It  is  generally  fuppofed,  that  we  now  live  in  the  dregs  of 
time,  when  the  world  is  as  it  were  grown  old,  ?ind  confe- 
Cjuently,  that  every  thing  therein  is  in  a  declining  ftate.  It 
is  fuppofed,  in  particular,  that  men  were  fome  ages  ago, 
of  a  far  taller  ftature  thaa  now;  that  they  hkewife  had 
far  greater  abilities,  and  enjoyed  a  deeper  and  llronger  un- 
derltanding  :  in  confequence  of  which  their  writings  of  eve- 
Ty  kind  are  far  preferable  to  thofe  of  later  times.  Above 
all,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the  former  generations  of  men  ex- 
ceiled  the  prcfent  in  virtue :  that  mankind  in  every  age, 
and  in  every  nation,  have  degenerated  more  and  more :  fo 
tSiat  at  length  they  have  fallen  from  the  golden,  into  tlie 
iron  age,  and  now  juftice  is  fled  from  the  earth. 

3.  Before  we  confider  the  truth  of  thefe  fuppofitions, 
let  us  enquire  into  the  rife  of  them.  And  as  to  the  gene- 
ral fuppofition,  That  the  world  was  once  in  a  far  more  ex- 
cellent ftate  than  it  is,  may  we  not  eafily  believe,  that  this 
arofe  (as  did  all  the  fabulous  accounts  of  the  golden  age)  from 
fome  confufed  traditions  concerning  our  firft  parents  and 
their  paradifjacal  ftate?  To  this  refer  many  of  the  frag- 
ments of  ancient  writings,  which  men  of  learning  have 
gleaned  up.  Therefore  we  may  allow,  that  there  is  fome 
truth  in  the  fuppofition :  feeing  it  is  certain,  the  days 
which  ^dam  and  Eve  fpent  in  Paradife,  were  far  better 
than  any  which  have  been  fpent  by  their  defcendants,  or 
dyer  will  be,  till  Chrlft  returns  to  reign  upon  earth. 

4.  But  whence  could  that  fuppofition  arife.  That  men 
were  formerly  of  a  larger  ftature  tiian  they  are  now  ?  This 
has  been  a  generally  prevailing  opinion,  almoft  in  all  nati- 
ons and  in  all  ages.  Hence  near  two  thoufand  years  ago, 
the  well-kno>vn  line  of  Virgil y 

^mlia  mine  homintim  producit  corpora  tellus. 

Hence  near  two  thoufand  years  before  him,   Iljmer  tells  us 
of  one  of  his  heroes  throwing  a  ftonc,  w^^iich  hardly  ten 

men 
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men  could  lift,  'Om  wv  /B^oror  Suc?j  as  men  are  now.  "We 
allow  indeed,  there  have  been  giants  in  all  ages,  in  various 
parts  of  the  world.  Whether  the  antediluvians  mentioned 
in  Gene/Is  were  fuch  or  no  (which  many  have  queftioned) 
we  cannot  doubt  but  Og  the  king  of  Bafan  was  fuch,  as 
well  as  Goliath  of  Gath.  Such  alfo  were  many  of  the  chil- 
dren (or  defcendants)  of  Anak,  But  "it  does  not  appear, 
that  in  any  age  or  nation  men  in  general  were  larger  than 
they  are  now.  We  are  very  fure  they  were  not  for  many 
centuries  pall,  by  the  tombs  and  coffins  that  have  been 
difcovered,  which  are  exacftly  of  the  fame  fize,  with  thofe 
that  are  now  in  ufe.  And  in  the  catacombs  at  Romey  the 
niches  for  the  dead  bodies  which  were  hewn  in  the  rock 
fixteen  hundred  years  ago,  are  none  of  them  above,  fix  feet 
in  length,  and  fome  a  little  under.  Above  all,  the  pyra^ 
mids  of  Egypt  (that  of  king  Cheops  in  particular)  have  be- 
yond all  reafonable  doubt  remained,  at  leaft  three  thoufand 
years  ^  yet  none  of  the  mummies  (embalmed  bodies) 
brought  therefrom,  are  tibove  five  feet  ten  inches  long. 

5.  But  how  then  came  this  fuppofition  to  prevail  fo 
long  and  fo  generally  in  the  world?  I  know  not  but  it 
may  be  accounted  for  from  hence.  Great  and  little  are  re- 
lative terms,  and  ^11  men  judge  of  greatnefs  and  httlenefs, 
by  comparing  things  with  themfelves.  Therefore  it  is  not 
ftrange,  if  v^t  think  men  are  fmaller  now,  than  they  were 
when  we  were  children.  I  remember  a  remarkable  infl:ance 
of  this,  in  my  own  cafe.  After  having  left  it  feven  years, 
I  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  the  fchool  where  I  was  brought 
up.  When  I  was  there,  I  wondered  that  the  boys  were 
fo  niucli  fmaller  than  they  ufed  to  be  when  I  was  at  fchooL 
"  Many  of  my  fchool-fellows  ten  years  ago,  were  taller 
by  the  head  than  I.  And  few  of  them  that  are  at  fchool 
now,  reach  up  to  my  ihoulders."  Very  true  ;  but  what 
was  the  reafon  of  this?  Indeed  a  very  plain  one:  it  was 
not  becaufe  they  were  fmaller,  but  becaufe  I  was  bigger 
than  I  was  feven  years  before.  I  verily  believe  this  is  the 
caufe,  v/hy  men  in  general  fuppofe  the  human  race  do 
decreafe  in  ftature.  They  remember  the  time  when  moft 
of  thofe  round  about  them,  were  bpth  taller  and  bigger 

than 
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than  themfelves.  Yea,  and  all  men  have  done  the  fame,  in 
their  fucceffive  generations.  Is  it  any  wonder  then,  that 
all  (hould  have  run  into  the  fame  miftake,  when  it  has 
been  tranfmitted  unawares  from  father  to  fon,  and  proba- 
bly will  be,  to  the  end  of  time? 

6.  But  there  is  likewife  a  general  fuppofition,  that  the 
underftanding  of  man,  and  all  his  mental  abilities,  were  of 
a  larger  fize  in  the  ancient  days  than  they  are  now  :  and  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  the  earth  had  far  greater  talents  than 
the  prefent.  Men  of  eminent  learning  have  been  of  this 
mind,  and  have  contended  for  it  with  the  utmoft  vehe- 
mence. It  is  granted,  that  many  of  the  ancient  writers^ 
both  philofophers,  poets,  and  hiftorians,  will  not  eafily  be 
excelled,  if  equalled,  by  thofe  of  later  ages.  We  may  in- 
ftance  in  Homer  and  Virgil  as  poets,  Thucydides  and  Livy 
as  hiftorians.  But,  this  mean  time  is  to  be  remarked,  con- 
cerning moft  of  thefe  writers,  that  each  of  them  fpent  his 
whole  life  in  compofing  and  polifhing  one  book.  What 
wonder  then  if  they  were  exquiCtely  finiflied,  when  fo 
much  labour  was  beftowed  upon  them  ?  I  doubt,  whether 
any  man  in  Europe  or  in  the  world,  of  the  prefent  age,  has 
taken  fo  much  pains  in  finifliing  any  treatife.  Otherwife 
it  might  poffibly  have  equalled,  if  not  excelled,  any  that 
went  before. 

7.  But  that  the  generality  of  men  were  not  one  jot  wifer 
in  ancient  times,  than  they  are  at  the  prefent  time,  we 
may  eafily  gather  from  the  moft  authentic  records.  One 
of  the  moft  ancient  nations,  concerning  whom  we  have 
any  certain  account,  is  the  Egyptian.  And  what  con- 
ception can  we  have  of  their  underftanding  and  learning, 
when  we  refleft  upon  the  objects  of  their  worfliip  ?  Thefc 
were  not  only  the  vileft  of  animals,  as  dogs  and  cats ;  but 
the  leeks  and  onions  that  grew  in  their  own  gardens.  I 
knew  a  great  man,  who  fcurriloufly  abufed  all  thofe  who 
are  fo  void  of  common  fenfe  as  to  believe  any  fuch  thing 
concerning  them.  He  peremptorily  affirms  (but  without 
condefcending  to  give  us  any  proof)  that  the  ancient  inha- 
bitants of  Egypt  had  a  deep  hidden  meaning  in  all  this- 
Let  him  believe  it  who  can.     I  cannot  believe  it  on  any 

man's 
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man's  bare  aflertion.  I  believe  they  had  no  deeper  hidden 
meaning  in  worfliipping  cats  than  our  fchool-boys  have  in 
baiting  them.  And  I  apprehend  the  common  Egyptians 
were  juft  as  wife  three  thoufand  years  ago,  as  the  common 
ploughmen  in  E?igland  and  Wales  are  at  this  day.  I  fup- 
pofe  their  natural  underftanding,  like  their  llature,  was 
on  a  level  with  ours ;  and  their  learhing,  their  acquired 
knowledge,  many  degrees  inferior  to  that  of  perfons  of 
the  fame  rank,  either  in  France^  Holland  or  Germany. 

8.  *^  However,  did  not  the  people  of  former  times 
greatly  excel  us  in  virtue  ?"  This  is  the  point  of  great-^ 
ell  importance :  the  reft  are  but  trifles  in  comparifon  of  it. 
Now  is  it  not  univ^rfally  allowed,  that  every  age  grows 
worfe  and  worfe  ?  Was  it  not  obferved  by  the  old  heathen 
poet,  almoft  two  thoufand  years  ago, 

JEtas  parentum^  pejor  avis  tul'it 
Nos  neqi/ioreSj  jam  daturos 
Progeniem  vitiofiorem. 

That  IS,  in  plain  profe,  «^  The  age  of  our  parents  M-as 
more  vicious  than  that  of  our  grandfathers.  Our  age  is 
more  vicious  than  that  of  our  fathers.  We  are  worfe 
than  our  fathers  were,  and  our  children  will  be  worfe  than 
us." 

9.  It  is  certain,  this  has  been  the  common  cry^  from  ge- 
neration to  generation.  And  if  it  is  not  true,  whence 
fliould  it  arife  ?  How  can  we  account  for  it  ?  Perhaps 
another  remark  of  the  fame  poet  may  help  us  to  an  an« 
fwer.  May  it  not  be  extracted  from  the  general  character 
which  he  gives  of  old  men  ? 

Difficilis^  queridiis^  laudator  temporis  acii 
Sf  puerOf  cenfor^  cajligatorq,  mi?wru7n. 

Is  it  not  the  common  pra£lice  of  the  old  men,  to  praife 
the  paft,  and  condemn  the  prefent  time  I  And  this  may 
probably  operate  much  farther  than  one  would  at  firft  ima- 
gine J  wlu-n  thofe  that  have  more  experience  than  we,  and 

tliercfore. 
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tKcrefore,  we  are  apt  to  think,  more  wifdom,  are  almoft  con- 
tinuaily  harping  upon  this,  the  degeneracy  of  the  v/orld ! 
Thofe  who  are  accuftomed  from  their  infancy  to  heat  how 
much  better  the  world  was  formerly  than  it  is  now — (and 
fo  it  really  feemed  to  them,  when  they  were  young,  and 
juft  come  into  the  world,  and  when  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
youth  gave  a  pleafing^  air  to. all  that  was  round  about  them) 
— the  idea  of  the  world's  being  worfe  and  worfe  would 
naturally  grow  up  with  them.  And  fo  it  would  be,  till 
we,  in  our  turn,  grew  peevifh,  fretful,  difcoutented,  and 
full  of  melancholy  complaints,  ^^  How  wicked  the  world 
is  grown  !  How  much  better  it  was,  when  we  were  young, 
in  the  golden  days  that  we  can  remeniber !" 

'  10,  But  let  us  endeavour,  without  prejudice  or  prepof- 
fsSoris  to  take  a  view  of  the  whole  affair.  And  upon  cool 
and  impartial  confideration,  it  will  appear  that  the  former 
days  were  not  better  than  thefe  :•  yea,  on  the  contrary,  that 
thefe  are  in  many  refpefts,  beyond  comparifon  better  than 
they.  It  will  clearly  appear,  that  as  the  ftature  of  mea 
was  nearly  the  fame  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  fo 
the  underftanding  of  men,  in  fimilar  circumftances,  has 
been  much  the  fame,  from  the  time  of  GOD's  bringing  a 
flood  rjpoh  the  earth  unto  the  prefent  hour..  We  have  no 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  uncivilized  nations  of  Afncay 
Americay  or  the  S^//r/^-S^^  iflands,  had  ever  a  better  under- 
ftanding, or  were  in  a  lefs  barbarous  ftate  than  they  are 
now.  Neither  on  the  other  hand,  have  we  any  fuSicient 
proof,  that  the  natural  underibndings  of  men  in  the  mod: 
civilized  countries,  Babylon^  Perfia^  Greece  or  Italy^  were 
Itronger  or  more  improved  than  thofe  of  the  Germa?is^ 
French  or  EngliJIj  now  alive.  Nay,  have  we  npt  reafon  to 
believe,  that  by  means  of  better  inttruments  we  have  at- 
tained that  knovvledge  of  nature,  which  few,  if  any  of  the 
ancients,  ever  attained  ?  S'o  that  in  this  refpeft,  the  ad- 
vantage (and  not  a  little  one)  is  clearly  en  our  fide :  and 
we  ought  to  acknowledge  with  deep,  thankfulnefs  to  the 
Giver  of  every  good  gift,  That  the  former'  daysWere  not 
to  be  compared  to  thefe  whtrein  v/e  live. 

Vol.  II.  M  m  ii.  But 
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11.  But  the. principal  enquiry  ftill  remains.  Were  not 
the  former  days  better  than  thefe^  with  regard  to  virtue  ?  or 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  religion  'i  This  defetves  a'full  con- 
fideration. 

By  rcHgion  I  mean,  the  love  of  GOD  and  man,  filling 
tlie  heart  and  governing  the  life.  The  fure  effect  of  this  is, 
the  uniform  practice  of  juftice,  mercy,  and  truth.  This 
is  the  very  eflencc  of  it,  the  height  and  depth  of  religion, 
detached  from  this  or  that  opinion,  and  from  all  particular 
modes  of  vrorfnip.  And  I  would  calmly  enquire,  which 
of  the  former  times  were  better  than  thefe,  with  regard  to 
this  ?  to  the  rehgion  experienced  and  praftifed  by  archbi* 
{liop  Fenelofiy  in  France;  bifliop  Kenny  in  England;  and  bi- 
ihop  Bedell  J  in  Ireland  P 

12.  We  need  not  extend  our  enquiry  beyond  the  period 
when  life  and  immortality  were  brought  to  light  by  the 
gofpel.  And  it  is  allowed,  that  the  days  immediately  fuc- 
ceeding  the  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  on  the  day  of 
Pentecoft,  were  better  even  in  this  refpeft,  even  with  re- 
gard to  religion,  than  any  which  have  fucceeded  them. 

But  fetting  afidc  this  fhort  age  of  golden  days,  I  muft 
repeat  the  queftion,  which  of  the  former  days  were  better 
than  the  prefent,  in  every  known  part  of  the  habitable 
world  ? 

13.  Was  the  former  part  of  this  century  better,  either 
in  thefe  iflands,  or  in  any  part  of  the  continent  ?  I  know 
no  reafon  at  all  to  affirm  this.  I  believe  every  part  of  Eu-^ 
rcpe  was  full  as  void  of  religion  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne^ 
as  it  is  at  this  day.  It  is  true,  luxury  incrcafes  to  a  high 
degree,  in  every  part  of  Europe:  and  fo  does  the  fcandal 
oi  Englandy  profit nenefs,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom. 
But  it  is  alfo  true,  that  the  moft  infernal  of  all  vices,  cru- 
elty, does  as  fwiftly  decreafe.  And  fuch  inftances  of  it  as 
in  times  paft  continually  occurred,  are  now  very  feldom 
heard  of.  Even  in  war,  that  favage  barbarity  which  was 
every  where  pracllfed>  has  been  difcontinued  for  many 
years. 

14.  Was  the  lafl  century  miOre  religious  than  this  ?  In 
Hwz  former  part  of  It  there  was  much  of  the  form  of  reli- 

«  gion. 
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gion. .  And  ,  fame  undoubtedly  experienced  the  power 
thereof.  But  how  foon  did  the  fine  gold  become  dim  ! 
How  foon  was  it  fo  mingled  with  worldly  defign,  and  with 
a  total  contempt  both  of  truth,  juilice  and  mercy,  as 
brought  tliat  fcandal  upon  all  religion,  which  is  hardly  re- 
moved to  this  day  ?  V/as  there  more  true  religion  in  the 
preceding  century,  the  age  of  the  Reformation  ?  There 
was  doubtlefs  in  many  countries  a  confiderable  reformation 
of  religious  opinions;  yea,  and  of  modes  of  worlhip, 
which  were  much  changed  for  the  better,  both  in  Germany 
and  feveral  other  places.  But  it  is  well  known,  that  Lu^ 
ther  himfelf  complained,  almoft  with  his  dying  breath, 
<^  The  people  that  are'  called  by  my  name  (though  I  wifli 
they  were  called  only  by  the  name  oi  Chrift)  are  reformed  as 
to  their  opinions  and  modes  of  worfhip ;  but  their  tempers 
and.  lives  are  the  fame  they  were  before."  Even  then,  both 
juflice  and  mercy  were  fofliamelefsly  trodden  under  foot, 
that  an  eminent  writer  computes  the  number  of  thofe  that 
were  flaughtered,  during  thofe  religious  contefls,  to  have 
been  no  lefs  than  forty  millions,  within  the  compafs  of 
forty  years  ! 

15.  We  may  ftep  back  above  a  thoufand  years  from  this, 
w^ithout  finding  ari'y  better  time.  No  hift.orian  gives  us  the 
leaft  intimation  of  any  fuch,  till  we  come  to  the  age  of 
Co-njlantine  the  Great,  Of  this  period  feveral  writers  have 
given  us  moft  magnificent  ^(:counts.  Yea,  one  eminent 
author,  no'lefs  a  man  than  Dr.  Newton^  the  late  bifhop  of 
Brijlol^  has  been  at  no  fmall  pains  to  fhew,  that  the  con- 
verfion  of  Conjiatitlne  to  chriftianity,  and  the  emoluments 
which  he  beftowed  upon  the-  church  with  an  unfparing 
hand,  were  thfe  event  which  is  fignificd  in  the  Revelation, 
by  the  ne%v  Jerufalem  coming  donvn  from  heaven ! 

16.  But  I  cannot  in  anywife  fubfcribe  to  the  biihop's  opi- 
nion in  this  matter.  So  far  from  it,  that  1  have  been  long 
convinced  from  the  whole  tenor  of  ancient'hiflory,  that 
this  very  event,  ConJIantine'^  calling  himfelf  a  chriftian,  and 
pouring  in  that  flood  of  wealth  and  power  on  the  chriiliaa 
church,  the  clergy  ia  particular,  was  produdive  of  more 
evil  to  the  church,  than  all  the  ten  perfecutions  put  togc- 

tlicr. 
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ther.  From  the  time  that  power,  riches,  and  honour  of 
all  kinds,  were  heaped  upon  the  chriftians,  vice  of  all  kinds 
came  in  like  a  flood,  both  on  the  clergy  and  laity.  From 
the  time  that  the  church  and  ftate,  the  kingdoms  of  Chrift 
and  of  the  world,  v/ere  fo  ftrangely  and  unnaturally  blend- 
ed together,  chriflianity  and  heathenifm  were  fo  thorough- 
ly incorporated  with  each  other,  that  they  will  hardly  ever 
be  divided,  till  Chrifl  comes  to  reign  upon  earth.  So  that 
inftead  of  fancying  that  the  glory  of  the  New  Jeriifalem 
covered  the  earth  at  that  period,  we  have  terrible  proof,  that 
k  vv-as  then,  and  has  ever  fi nee  been  covered,  with  the 
fmoke  of  the  bottomlefs  pit. 

17.  ^^  However,  were  not  the  days  antecedent  to  this, 
thofe  of  the  third  century,  better  beyond  all  comparifon, 
than  any  that  followed  them  ?"  This  has  been  almoft  uni- 
verfaliy  believed.  Few  doubt  but  in  the  age  hcfoxQ  .Coq/Iarr^ 
tmcy  the  chriftian  church  was  in  its  glory,  worfhipping 
GOD  in  the  beauty  of  holinefs.  But  was  it  fo  indeed? 
What  fays  St.  Cyprian,  who  lived  in  the  midft  of  that  cen- 
tury,  a  witnefs  above  all  exception,  and  one  that  fealed 
the  truth  with  his  blood  ?  What  account  does  he  give,  of 
what  he  faw  with  his  own  eyes,  and  heard  v/ith  his  own 
ears  ?  Such  an  one  as  would  almoft  make  one  imagine  he 
was  painting  to  the  life,  not  the  ancient  church  of  Car^ 
thage^  but  the  modern  church  of  Rome.  According  to  his 
account,  fuch  abominations  even  then  ^irevailed  over  all 
orders  of  men,  that  it  was  not  ftrange  GOD  poured  out 
his  fury  upon  them  in  blood,  by  the  grievous  perfecutions 
which  followed. 

1 8.  Yea,  and  before  this,  even  in  the  firft  century,  even 
in  the  apoftolic  age,  what  account  does  Sw  John  give  of 
feveral  of  the  churches,  which  he  himfelf  had  planted  in 
^fia  P  How  little  v/ere  thofe  congregations  better  than 
many  in  Europe,  at  this  "day  ?  Nay,  forty  or  fifty  years  be- 
fore that,  within  thirty  years  of  the  defcent  of  the  Holy 
Ghoil,  were  there  not  fuch  abominations  in  the  church  of 
Corinth y  as  v/ere  not  even  named  among  the  heathens  F  So 
early  did  the  my/iery  of  iniauity  begin  to  work  in  the  chri- 
ftian 
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ftlan  church !     So  little  reafon  have  we  to   appeal  to   the 
former  days,  as  though  they  were  better  than  thefe  I 

19.  To  affirm  this  therefore,  as  commonly  as  it  is  done, 
IS  not  only  contrary  to  truthj-^but  is  an  initance  of  black 
ingratitude  to  GOD,  and  a  grievous  affront  to  his  bleiTed 
Spirit.  For  whoever  makes  a  fair  and  candid  enquiry,  will 
eafily  perceive,  that  true  religion  has  in  nowife  decreafetj, 
but  greatly  increafed  in  the  prefent  century.  To  inftance 
in  one  capital  branch  of  religion,  the  love  of  our  neigh- 
bour. Is  not  perfecution  well  nigh  vaniflied  away  from  the 
face,  of  the  earth  ?  In  what  age  did  chriftians  of  various 
denominations  fhew  fucli  forbearance  toward  each  other  ? 
Waen  before  was  fuch  lenity,  fiiewn  by  governors  toward 
their  refpeftive  fabjefts  ?  Not  only  in  Great-Britain  and 
Ireland;  but  in  France  and  Germany ^  yea,  every  part  of 
Europe?  Nothing  like  this  h^s  been  itftn  fince  the  time  of 
Conjlantine  I  no,  not  fince  the  time  of  the  apoftles. 

20.  If  it  be  faid,  "  Vvliy,  this  is  the  fruit  of  the  gene- 
ral mfidelity,  the  deifm  which  has  overfpread  all  Europe :" 
I  anfvv^er,  whatever  be  the  caufe,  wc  have  reafon  greatly 
to  rejoice  in  the  effeft.  And  if  the  all-wife  GOD  has 
brought  fo  great  and  univerfal  a  good  out  of  this  dreadful 
evil,  fo  much  the  more  fliould  we  magnify  his,  aftonifliing 
power,  wifdom,  and  goodnefs  herein.  Indeed  fo  far  as  v/e 
can  judge,  this  was  the  moil  direft  way,  whereby  noinvnal 
cbrillians  could  be  prepared,  firft  for  tolerating,  and  after- 
wards for  receiving  real  chriftianity.  While  the  governors 
were  themfelvcs  unacquainted  with  it,  nothing  but  this 
could  induce  them  to  fuffer  it.  O  the  depth  both  of  the 
wifdom  and  knowledge  of  GOD  !  caufing  a  total  difregard 
for  all  religion,  to  pave  the  way.  for  the  revival  of  tlie  only 
religion,  which  was  worthy  of  GOD  ! 

21.  But  above  all  this,  while  luxury  and  profanenefs 
have  been  increafing  on  the  one  hand,  on  the  other,  be- 
nevolence and  compaffion  toward  all  the  forms  of  human 
woe,  have  increafed  in  a  manner  not  known  before,  from 
the  earlieft  ages  of  the  world.  In  proof  of  this,  we  fee 
more  hofpitals,  infirmaries,  and  other  places  of  public  cha- 
rity, have  been  erecled,  at  lead  in  and  near  London^  within 

this 
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this  century,  than  in  five  hundred  years  before.  And  fup- 
pofe  this  has  been  owing  in  part  to  vanity/  defire  of  praife, 
yet  have  we  caufe  to  blefs  GOD,  that  fo  much  good  has 
fprung  even  from  this  iniperfe(Sl:  motive^ 

22.  I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  one  inflance  more,  of 
the  goodnefer  of  GOD  to  us  in  the  prefent  age.  He  has 
lifted  up  a  ttandard  in  our  iflands,  both  againft'  luxury, 
profanenefs,  and  vice  of  every  kind.  He  caufed  near  fifty 
years,  ago,  as  it  were,  a  grain  of  muftard-feed  to  be  fown 
near  London,  and  it  has  now  grown  and  put  forth  great 
branches,  reaching  from  fea  to  fea-  Two  or  three  poor 
people  met  together,  in  order  to  help  each  other  to  be  real 
chriilians*  They  increafed  to  hundreds,  to  thoufands,  to 
myriads,,  ftill  purfuing  their  one  pointy  real  religion,  the 
love  of  GOD  and  man,  ruHng  all  their  tempers,  words, 
and  actions.  Now  I  will  be  bold  to  fay^  fuch  an  event  as 
thisj^  confidered  in  all  its  circumftances,  has  not  been  feen 
©n  earth  before^  fince  the  time  that  St.  John  went  to  Abra^ 
iam%  bofom* 

23.  Shall  we  now  fay^   The  former  days  %uere  better  than 
thefe  F  GOD  forbid  we  fliould  be  fo  unwife  and  fo  unthank-         •| 
ful.     Nay,  rather  let  us  praife  him  all  the  day  long;,   for         | 
lie  hath  dealt  bountifully  with  us.     No  former  time   fince 

the  apoftles  left  the  earth,  has  been  better  than  the  prefent. 
None  has  been  comparable  to  it  in  feveral  refpe6ls.  We 
are  not  born  out  of  due  time,  but  in  the  day  of  his  pov/er, 
a  day  of  glorious  falvation,  wherein  he  is  haftcning  to  re- 
new the  whole  race  of  mankind  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
hjolinefs.  How  bright  hath  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs  alrea- 
dAc  fhone  on  various  parts  of  the  earth  ?  And  how  many 
f  racious  fliowers  has  he  already  poured  down  upon  his  in- 
heritance ?  How  many  precious  fouls  has  he  already  gather- 
ed into  his  garner,;  as  ripe  fhocks  of  corn  ?  May  we  be  al- 
ways ready  to  follow  theni,  crying  in  our  hearts^  "  Come^ 
Lord  Jefusl  Coa^e  quickly  !" 

Dublin,  June  27,   1787. 

Afhori 


The  work  of  god,  &c  i^9 

A  Jljort  Account  of  the   Revival  of  the  Work  of  GOD,  at 

Mancheflery    l^c. 

21?  the  Editor  of  the  Anninian  Magazine. 
Sir, 

FOR  feme  time  we  have  hardly  ever  pleached,  but 
one,  two,  or  more  have  returned  thanks,  either  for 
a  fenfe  of  pardon,  or  for  having  their  backflidings  healed> 
or  for  experiencing  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  cleanfes  from 
all  fin. 

On  Monday  evening  laft,  we  had  a  good  thne  while 
keeping  the  love-feaft.  After  a  few  had  fpoken  of  the 
goodnefs  of  GOD,  the  fire  was  kindled,  fo  that  fome  be-* 
gan  to  weep,  others  to  tremble,  and  feveral  to.  roar  out 
for  the  difquietude  of  their  fouls.  We  then  left  off  con* 
verfing,  arid  fpent  an  hour  in  finging  and  prayer;  when 
the  cry  was  ftill  the  fame.  After  we  had  difmifled  the  peo* 
pie,  many  returned  to  pray  with  thofe  who  would  not  de- 
part without  a  bieffing :  oa  which  their  cries  and  agonies 
became  much  greater  than  before.  After  fome  time  four 
or  five  declared  that  GOD  had  turned  their  captivity  into 
joy  i  We  had  fuch  another  love-feaft  at  Middleton  on  new- 
year's  day. 

In  about  thr^e  weeks,  more  than  twenty  have  found 
peace  with  GOD,  while  others  have  been  either  awaken- 
ed, quickened,,  comforted,  or  healed :  and  we  are  not 
without  hopes  of  feeing  greater  things  here  in  a  fhort 
time. 

J.   ALLEN. 

Jmu  3,  1783- 


A^ 
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An  EXTRACT 
Ofdel^cvd.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY's  Journal, 

From  Aiigull  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,   1739. 
[Continued  from  page  235*3 

18.  T  AM  not  careful  to  anfwer  In  this  matter.  It  is  not 
X  ^^y  part  to  fay,  Whether  GOD  hath  done  good  by 
my  hands,  Whether  I  have  a  particular  turn  of  mind  for  this^ 
or  not:  and  whether  want  of  fuccefs  (where  our  attempts 
did  not  fucceed)  was  owing  to  imprudence,  or  to  other 
caufcs.  But  the  latter  part  of  the  objeftion,  ^^  That  one 
*'  who  is  defpifed  can*  do  no  good,  That  v/ithout  reputati- 
*^  on  a  man  cannot  be  ufeful,''  being  the  ftrong-hold  of  all 
t\\z  unbelieving,  the  vainglorious,  the  cowardly  chriftians 
(fo  called)  1  will,  by  the  grace  of  GOD,  fee.  What  reafon 
there  is  for  this,  thus  continually  to  exalt  itfelf  againfh  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift. 

19.  With  regard  to  contempt  then  (under  which  word 
I  include  all  the  paffions  that  border  upon  it,  as  hate,  en- 
vy, &c.  and  all  the  fruits  that  fpring  from  it,  fuch  as  ca- 
lumny and  perfecution  in  all  its  forms)  my  firft  pofition  in 
defiance  of  worldly  wifdom,  is,  Every  true  chrijlian  is  con-- 
iemned  wherever  he  fives y  by  all  nvho  are  not  fo^  and  who  know 
blm  to  be  fuch:  that  is,  ifi  efFecl,  by  all  with  whom  he  con- 
vcrfes,  Cnce  it  is  impoffible  for  light  not  -to  fhine.  This 
pofition  I  prove,  bot]i  from  the  example  of  our  Lord,  and 
his  exprefs  affertipn.- '  Firft,  from  his  example  :  If  the  dif 
eiplc  is  not  above  his  Mofler ;  iter  the  fervant  above  his  Lordy 
then  as  our  Mafter  waj5  defpifed  and  .rejeBed  of  men^  fo  will 
every  one  of  his  tru^  difciples.  But  the  dfciple  is  not 
above  his  Mafier^  nor  the  [ervniit  above  his  Lord,  There- 
fore, the  confequenge  v/iil  not  fail  him  a  hair's  breadth. 
I  prove  this  fecondly,  from  his  own  exprefs  aflertion  of  this 
confequence.  If  they  have  called  the  Mafer  of  the  houfe  Bel- 
zeoub,  ho'tv  much  more  them  of  his  hoifehold?  Remember  (ye 
that  would  fain  forget  or  evade  this)  the  word  which  I  faid 
urito  youy  the  fervant   is  not  greater  than   the  Lord:   if  they 

have 
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have  perfecuted  mcy  they  will  alfo  perfecute  you.  And  as  for 
that  vain  hope.  That  this  belongs  only  to  the  firft  follow- 
ers of  Chrift,  hear  ye  him  ;  All  thefe  things  they  will  do  un- 
to youy  becaufe  they  hiow  7iGt  him  that  fe^it  me.  And  again^ 
Becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  worlds  therefore  the  world  hateth  you. 
Both  the  perfons  who  are  hated,  the  perfons  who  hate 
them,  and  the  caufe  of  their  hating  them  are  hete  fet  dowHc 
7he  haied  are  all  that  are  not  of  the  world,  that  know  and 
love  'GOD  ",  The  haters  are  all  that  are  of  the  world,  that 
know  not,  and  love  not  GO  13.  The  caufe  of  their  hatred  is 
the  entire,  irreconcilable  difference,  between  their  defigns, 
judgments,  and  affedlions :  becaufe  thefe  know  not  GOD, 
and  thofe  are  determined  to  know  and  purfue  nothing  be- 
fide  hinii  Thefe  efteem  and  love  the  world ;  and  thofe 
count  it  dung  and  drofs,  and  fingly  defire  the  love  of  Chrift. 

20.  My  next  pofition  is  this  i  Till  he  is  thus  defpifed, 
r.o  man  is  in  a  fate  of  falvation.  And  this  is  a  plain  con- 
fequence  of  the  former :  for  if  ail  that  are  tiot  of  the  worlds 
are  therefore  defpifed  by  thofe  that  are,  then  till  a  man  is 
defpifedi  he  is  of  the  vjorld^  that  is,  out  of  a  ftate  of  falva- 
tion. Nor  is  it  poffible  for  all  the  trimmers  between 
GOD  and  the  world,  to  elude  the  confequence,  unlefs 
they  can  prove,  that  a  man  may  be  of  the  worlds  and  yet 
be  in  a  ftate  of  falvation.  I  muft  therefore,  with  or  with- 
out the  confent  of  thefe,  keep  clofe  to  my  Saviour's  judg- 
ment, and  maintain,  that  contempt  is  a  part  of  the  crofsj^ 
v/hich  every  man  bears  who  follows  him:  that  it  is  the 
badge  of  his  difciplefliip,  the  ftamp  of  his  profeffion,  the 
Conftant  feal  of  his  calling;  lufomuch  that  though  a  man 
may  be  defpifed  without  being  faved,  yet  he  cannot  be 
faved,   without  being  defpifed* 

21.  I  fliould  not  fpend  any  more  v/ords  on  this  great 
ti'uth,  but  that  it  is  at  prefcnt  voted  out  of  the  world* 
The  mailers  in  Tfraely  learned  men,  men  of  renown,  feem 
abfolutely  to  have  forgotten  it :  nay,  and  cenfure  thofe 
who  have  not  forgotten  the  words  of  their  Lord,  as  fetters 

forth  of  f  range  doclrine.  Yet  they  who  hearken  to  GOD. 
rather  than  man,  muft  lay  down  one  ftrange  pofition  more. 
That  the  being  defpifed  is  abfolutely  mceffary  ts  our  doing  good 

"N  n  '    in 
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in  the  nvorld:  if  not,  to  our  doing  fome  good  (for  GO  I? 
may  work  by  Judas )  yet  to  our  doing  Jo  much  good  as  we 
otherwife  might:  feeing  wx  muft  know  GOD,  if  we  would 
fully  teach  others  to  know  him.  But  if  we  do,  we  mult 
be  defpifed  of  them  that  know  him  not.  Where  then  is  the 
Jcrihe?  Where  is  the  ivife?  Where  is  the  difputer  of  this 
world?'  Where  is  the  replier  againfl  GOD,  with  his  fage 
maxims,  ^^  He  that  is  defpifed  can  do  no  good  in  the 
*^  world :  to  be  ufeful,  a  man  mult  be  efteemed :  to  ad- 
*^  vance  the  glory  of  GOD,  you  muft  have  a  fair  reputa- 
<^  tion." — Saith  the  world  fo?  Well;  what  faith  the  fcrip- 
ture?  Why,  that  GOD  hath  laughed  Till  this  heathen  wiC- 
dom  to  fcorn.  It  faith,  that  twelve  defpifed  followers  of  a 
defpifed  Mafter,  all  of  whom  v/ere  of  no  reputation,  who 
were  efteemed  as  the  filth  and  off-fcouring  of  the  ivorldj  did 
inore  good  in  it,  than  all  the  twelve  tribes  of  IfraeL  It 
faith,  that  their  defpifed  Mafter  left  an  exprefs  declaratioil 
to  us  and  to  our  childreny  Blejfed  are  ye  (not  accurfed  with 
the  heavy  curfe  of  doing  no  good,  of  being  ufelefs  in  the 
world)  when  men  fljall  revile  you  and  per Je  cute  youy  and  fay  all 
manner  of  evil  of  you  falfely  for  my  name's  f ale.  Rejoice  and 
he  exceeding  glad;  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven^ 

22.  Thefe  are  a  part  of  my  reafons  for  choofmg  to  abide 
as  yet  in  the  ftation  wherein  I  now  am.  As  to  the  flock 
committed  to  your  care,  whom  you  have  many  yeaifs  fed 
with  the  fincere  milk  of  the  word,  I  truft  in  GOD,  your 
labour  (hall  not  be  in  vain.  Some  of  them  you  have  feeii 
gathered  into  the  gaVner.  And  for  yourfelf,  I  doubt  not^ 
whtn  your  warfare  is  accompUfjed^  when  you  are  made  per^ 
feci  through  fufferingSy  you  fhall  follow  the  children 
whom  GOD  hath  given  you,  full  of  years  and  vicSlories. 
And  he  that  took  care  of  thofe  poor  fheep  before  you  was 
born,  will  not  forgxst  them  when  you  are  dead. 

Thurfday^  March  29.  I  left  London^  and  in  the  evening 
orpounded  to  a  fmall  company  at  Bafngstole.  Saturday  3 1.. 
In  the  evening  I  reached  Briflol^  and  met  Mr.  Whitefield 
there.  I  could  fcarce  reconcile  myfelf  at  firft  to  xKnf  range 
way  of  preaching  in  the  fields,  of  which  he  fet  me  an  ex- 
ample on  Sunday;  having  been  all  my  life  (till  very  lately) 
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fo  tenacious  of  every  point  relating  to  decency  and  order, 
that  I  (hould  have  thought  the  faving  of  fouls  almoft  a  fin^ 
if  it  had  not  been  done  in  a  church, 

April  I.  In  the  evening  (Mr.  Whitefield  being  gone)  I 
begun  expounding  our  Lord's  fermon  on  the  mount  (one 
pretty  remarkable  precedent  of  field-preachings  I  fuppofe 
there  were  churches  at  that  time  alfo)  to  a  little  fociety  which 
was  accuftomed  to  meet  once  or  twice  a  week  in  Nicholas^ 
Jlreet. 

Monday  2.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  I  fubmitted  to  he 
more  vile^  and  proclaimed  in  the  highways  the  glad  tidings 
of  falvation,  fpeaking  from  a  little  eminence  in  a  ground 
adjoining  to  the  city,  to  about  three  thoufand  people.  The 
fcripture  on  v/hich  I  fpoke  was  this  (is  it  poffible  any  one 
fhould  be  ignorant,  that  it  is  fulfilled  in  every  true  minifter 
of  Chrifl)  7 he  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  upon  me^  becaufe  he  hath 
anointed  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  poor.  He  hath  fent  me 
to  heal  the  broken-hearted;  to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives^ 
and  recovery  of  fight  to  the  blind:  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that  are 
bruifedj  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord. 

At  7  I  began  expounding  the  A^s  of  the  Apofiles^  to  a 
fociety-meeting  in  Baldzviji-freet :  and  the  next  day,  the 
gofpel  of  St.  John  in  the  chapel  at  Newgate;  where  I  alfo 
d^ily  read  the  morning  fervice  of  the  chiTrch. 

TFednefday  4.  At  Bapti/l^Mills  (a  fort  of  a  fuburb  or  vil- 
lage about  half  a  mile  from  Brifol)  I  offered  the  grace  of 
GOD  to  about  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  thefe  words, 
/  will  heal  their  bachjlidingy  I  will  love  them  freely. 

In  the  evening  three  women  agreed  to  meet  together 
weekly,  with  the  fame  intention  as  thofe  at  London,  viz. 
To  confefs  their  faults  one,  to  another ,  and  pray  one  for  another  j^ 
that  they  may  be  healed.  At  8,  four  young  men  agreed  to 
meet,  in  purfuance  of  the  fame  defign.  How  dare  any 
man  deny  this  to  be  (as  to  the  fubflance  of  it)  a  means  of 
grace,  ordained  by  GOD;  unlefs  he  will  affirm  (with  Zw- 
ther  in  the  fury  of  his  folifidianifm)  that  St.  Jamesh  epiftle, 
is  an  epyile  of  fir  aw  F 

Thurfday  5.  At  5  in  the  evening  I  began  at  a  fociety  in 
Crfilerfireet^  expounding  the  cpiftle  to  the  Romans;  and  the 

next 
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next  evening  at  a  fociety  In  Gloucefter-La7ie,  the  firft  epiftje 
of  St.  Johi.  On  Saturday  evening  at  Weavers-Hall  alfo,  I 
begun  expounding  the  ephlle  to  the  Rcmansy  and  declared 
that  gofpel  to  all,  which  is  the  power  of  GOD  unto  fahm^^ 
iiofjj  to  every  07ie  that  helleveth. 

Sunday  8.  At  7  in  the  morning  I  preached  to  about  a 
thoufand  perfons  at  Brijtoly  and  afterwards  to  about  fifteen 
hundred,  on  the  top  of  Hannam-MGunt  in  Kingswood,  I 
called  to  them  in  the  w^ords  of  the  evangelical  prophet,  Ho! 
Every  one  that  thirfleth^  come  ye  to  the  waters;  come  and  buy 
•wine  and  milk  without  money ^  and  without  price.  About  five 
thoufand  were  in  the  afternoon  at  Rofe-Green  (on  the  other 
fide  of  f[ingswoodJ  among  whom  I  flood  and  cried,  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  If  any  man  thirjl^  let  him  come  tinto  me 
arid  drink.  He  that  helieveth  on  mc^  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid^ 
out  of  his  belly  f}:all  foiv  rivers  of  living  water. 

Tuefday  10.  I  was  defired  to  go  to  Bath;  v/here  I  olFered 
to  about  a  thoufand  fouls^  the  free  grace  of  GOD  to  heal 
their  lachfiidings^  and  in  the  >  morning  to  (I  believe)  more 
than  two  thcufandr  I  preached  to  about  the  fame  number, 
at  Baptif' Mills  in  the  afternoon,  on  Chrifl  made  of  GOD 
unto  uSy  wifdoin  and  righteoufnefsy  and  fan Fiifi cation  and  re- 
demption. 

Saturday  14.  I  preached  at  the  poor-houfe:  three  or  four 
hundred  were  within,  and  more  than  twice  t^iat  number 
Avithout;  to  v/hom  I  explained  thofe  comfortable  words, 
When  they  had  nothing  to  pay^   he  frankly  forgave  them  both. 

Sunday  1 5.  I  explained  at  7  to  five  or  fix  thoufand  per- 
fons, the  (lory  of  the  Pharifee  and  the  publican.  About 
three  thoufand  were  prefcnt  at  Hannam-Mount.  I  preach- 
ed at  Newgate  after  dinner  to  a  crowded  congregation. 
Between  5  and  6  we  went  to  Rofe-Green:  it  rained  hard 
at  Brifoly  but  not  a  drop  fell  upon  us,  while  I  declared  to 
about  five  thoufand,  Chrifl  our  wifdcmi  and  righteoufnefs  and 
fancif  cation  and  redemption,  I  concluded  the  day  by  ihew-? 
ing  at  the  fociety  in  Baldwtn-flreety  that  his  blood  cleanfeth 
lis  from  all  fin, 

Tuefday  17.  At  5  in  the  afternoon  I  was  at  a  little  fociety 
in  the  Bach-Lane.     The  room  in  which  wx  were  was  propr 

pcd 
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ped  beneath ;  but  the  weight  of  the  people  made  the  floor 
give  way,  fo  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  expounding,  the 
poft  which  propped  it,  fell  down  with  a  great  noife.  But 
the  floor  funic  no  further,  fo  that  after  a  Jittle  furprife  at 
fxrll  they  quietly  attended  to  the  things  that  were  fpoken. 

Thence  I  went  to  Baldwin-Jlrect^  and  expounded  as  it 
came  in  courfe,  the  iv.  cJiap.  of  the  AEls,  We  then  called 
upon  GOD,  to  confirm  his  v/ord.  Immediately  one  that 
flood  by  (to  our  no  feall  furprife)  cried  out  aloud,  with  the 
jitrnofl;  vehemence,  even  as  in  the  agonies  of  death.  Eut 
wc  continued  in  prayer,  till  a  ?iew  fong  ^.uas  put  in  her  raouthj, 
a  thanlf giving  iintG  our  GOD.  Soon  after,  two  other  per- 
fons  (well  known  in  this  place,  as  labouring  to  live  in  all 
good  confcience  towards  all  men)  were  felzed  with  ftrong 
pain,  and  conftrained  to  roar  for  the  difqinetnefs  of  their 
heart.  But  it  was  not  long  before  they  hkewife  burft  forth 
into  pralfe  to   GOD  their  favjour.      The  laft'who  called 

upon  GOD  as  out  of  the  belly  of  hell,   was  7 E y 

a  ftranger  in  BryloL  And  in  a  fliort  fpace  he  alfo  was 
overwhelmed  with  joy  and  love,  knov/ing  that  GOD  had 
healed  his  backflidings.  So  many  living  witneiTes  hath 
GOD  given,  that  his  hand  is  ftill  fl retched  out  to  heal^  and 
^7i\.  ftgns  and  wonders  are  even  now  wrought  hy  his  holy  child 

IVcdnefday    i8.    In  the  evening  L- a  S (late  a 

Quiaker,  but  baptized  the  day  befc^re)  R a  M ,  and 

a  few  others,  were  admitted  into  the  fociety.    But  R a 

Jy[ was  fcarcely  able,  either  to  fpeak  or  look  up.    The 

for  rows  of  death  compaffid  her  about  ^  the  pains  of  hell  got  hold 
tiponher.  We  poured  out  our  complaints  before  GOD, 
-and  (hewed  him  of  her  trouble.  And  he  foon  fhewed,  he 
is  a  GOD  that  heareth  prayer.  She  felt  in  herfelf,  that  be* 
ing  juf  if  ed  freely,  fne  had  peace  with  GOD,  through  Jefus 
Chrifl.  She  rejoiced  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  GOD,  and  the 
love  of  GOD  IV  as  fed  abroad  in  her  heart. 

April  20.   Being  Good- Friday,  E th  R n,    T 

W ,  and  one  or  two  others,  firft  knew  they  \\?A  re^ 

demption  in  the  blood  cf  Chrijl,  the  revvjfion  of  thciry/:'. 
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Saturday  21.  At  Weavers-Hall  2.  young  man  was  fuddenly 
feized  with  a  violent  trembling  all  over,  and  in  a  few  mi^. 
nutes,  the  forrovjs  of  his  heart  being  enlarged^  funk  down  to 
the  ground.  But  we  ceafed  not  calling  upon  GOD5  till 
he  raifed  him  up  full  of  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  GhoJI. 

On  Eajler-Day^  it  being  a  thorough  rain,  I  could  only 
preach  at  Newgate  at  8  in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon y  in  a  houfe  near  Hannam-Mount  at  1 1  ;  and  ia 
one  near  Rafe-Green  at  5.  At  the  fociety  in  the  evening, 
many  were  cut  to  the  heart,  and  many  comforted. 

McJiday  23.  On  a  repeated  invitation  1  went  to  Pensfordy 
about  five  miles  from  BriJloL  I  fent  to  the  minifler,  to  aflc 
leave  to  preach  in  the  church,  but  having  waited  fome  time 
and  received  no  anfwer,  I  called  on  many  of  the  people 
who  were  gathered  together  in  an  open  place,  If  any  man 
thirf  let  him  come  nnto  me  and  drink.  At  4  in  the  afternoon 
there  were  above  three  thoufand,  in  a  convenient  place  near 
the  city,  to  whom  I  declared.  The  hour  is  comings  and  now 
isy  when  the  dead  fj  all  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  GODy  and 
they  that  hear  JJjall  live. 

I  preached  at  Bath  to  about  a  thoufand  on  Tuefday  morn^ 
ing,  and  at  4  in  the  afternoon  to  the  poor  colliers,  at  a 
place  about  the  middle  of  Kingsiuoody  called  Two  Mile-hilL 
In  the  evening  at  Baldwinflreet,  a  young  man,  after  a  fliarp 
(though  fliort)  agony,  both  of  body  and  mind,  found  his. 
foul  filled  with  peace,  hiowing  in  whom  he  had  believed, 

Wednejday  24.  To  above  two  thoufand  at  Baptif  -  Mills  y 
I  explained  that  glorious  fcripture  (defcribing  the  ftate  of 
every  true  believer  in  Chrift,  every  one  who  by  faith  is, 
born  of  GOD)  Te  have  not  received  the  fpirit  of  bondage 
eigain  to  fear y  but  ye  have  received  the  fpirit  of  adoption^ 
whereby  we  cry^  Abbay  Father, 

[Continued  at  page  334.] 
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The  Reverend  JOHN  FLETCHER. 

\Co7iiinued  from  page  244.] 

u  A  T  table,  every  one  is  furnifhed  with  a  fpoon  and 
JJTJL  a  fork,  but  with  no  knives.  And  in  general,  they 
are  not  needful :  for  both  flefh  and  vegetables  are  fo  ftewed 
down,  as  to  be  properly  termed  fpoon-meat.  However, 
at  the  meaneft  inn,  every  one  is  provided  with  a  clean  nap- 
kin :  and  both  after  dinner  and  after  fupper,  there  is  a  fine 
deflert  of  fruit. 

«  We  travelled  early  and  late  t  yet  having  but  one  fet 
of  horfes,  we  were  a  whole  week  in  getting  to  Paris.  In 
Paris  all  is  gaiety  and  finery ;  but  without  the  leaft  idea  of 
neatnefs.  The  fcarcity  of  water  is  one  excufe  for  the 
general  want  of  cleanlinefs,  both  in  their  perfons  and 
houfes. 

^^  On  Tuefday,  Dec.  8,  we  dined  at  Porfalltef,  the  pret- 
tiefl  town  in  -^W France.  The  reafon  of  which  is,  being 
burnt  down  feme  years  ago,  it  was  rebuilt  by  the  late 
king.  The  next  morning  we  entered  Switzerland^  ftepping 
over  a  brook,  which  divides  Switzerland  from  France.  On 
the  French  fide  of  the  brook  is  a  crofs :  on  the  other,  a 
pillar  with  the  arms  of  Switzerland.  In  the  evening  we 
arrived  at  Laufanne^  a  famous  old  town.  Here  I  reinained 
the  next  day,  and  on  Friday,  the  eleventh,  went  on  to 
A^'d?//,  where  I  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  our  dear  friend, 
in  pretty  good  health  and  fpirits.  Mr.  Fletcher^s  houfe  is  a 
fine  large  building,  agreeably  fituated.  It  is  in  the  form 
of  a  caftle,  and  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  five  hundred 
years  ago. 

"  In  paffing  through  France,  how  bitterly  did  I  regret 
the  want  of  the  iSunday-fervice  !  And  it  was  not  much 
better  with  me  when  I  came  into  Switzerland.  For  I  un-» 
derftood  fo  little  of  their  language,  that  I  could  not  profit 
much  by  the  public  fervice.     Indeed  this  lofs  is  in  fome 

meafure 
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meafure  made  up  by  the  company  and  converfation  of  Mri 
Fletcher :  who,  however  engaged  he  is  the  greater  part  of 
the  day,  is  generally  fo  kind  as  to  fpend  a  little  time  with 
iiie  in  the  evening  in  prayer  and  converfation. 

"  His  chief  delight  feems  to  be  in  the  meeting  of  his 
little  fociety  of  children.  And  as  he  is  exceeding  fond  of 
them,  they  appear  to  be  altogether  as  fond  of  him.  He 
feidom  either  walks  abroad  or  rides  out,  but  fome  of  theni 
follow  him,  finging  the  hymns  they  have  learned,  and  con-*- 
verJLing  with  him  by  the  way.  But  you  mufl  not  fuppofe, 
that  he  is  permitted  to  enjoy  this  happinefs  unmolelied^ 
Not  only  the  drunkards  make  fongs  upon  him  and  his  little 
companions,  but  many  of  the  clergy  loudly  complain  of 
fuch  irregular  proceedings.  However  he  is  upon  good 
terms  with  the  three  minlfters  of  the  place,  all -of  whom 
are  not  only  ferious  men,  but  defirous  of  promoting  true: 
religion. 

"  He  is  certainly  ftronger,  and  in  better  health,  than 
lie  was  when  he  left  England,  But  as  foon  as  ever  he  ven-^ 
tures  to  preach,  his  fpitting  of  blood  returns.  Whenever 
this  happens,  his  ftrength  and  fpirits  decay  furprifmgly, 
which  he  cannot  in  any  wife  recover,  but  by  lying  by  for  fomei 
days* 

"  Whether  I  fucceed  in  my  temporal  bufinefs  or  not,  I 
ihall  ever  remember  with  pleafure  and  thankfulnefs  the  op<^ 
portunities  I  have  been  blell  with  of  fpending  fo  much 
time  in  company  with  our  ineftimable  friend  :  who,  where- 
ever  he  goes,  preaches  the  gofpel  both  by  his^  words  and 
example ;  nay,  by  his  very  looks,  not  only  to  his  friends, 
but  to  all  he  meets  v/ith.  So  that  on  the  top  of  the  frozen 
Alps  J  and  in  the  dreary  vale  of  Chateau  d'OeXy  feme  good 
iced  has  been  fown^* 

"  When  my  bufinefs  conftrained  me  to  go  to  Chateau. 
d'Oex,  Mr.  Fletcher  bore  m/e  company.  And  here  alfo  he 
was  vifitcd  by  fome  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
town  :  who  rtood  round  him  in  deep  attention  for  almolt 
an  hour,  wlille  he  both  exhorted  and  prayed.. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  j| 

Your  very  fincere  Friend  and  Servant,  J| 

WILLIAM  PERRONET.    ^ 
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\6.  Mr.  Fletcher  adds  upon  the  fame  paper,  <'  Thanks 
to  our  kind  preferver,  I  am  yet  in  the  land  of  faith  and 
hope,  and  want  to  find  ind  make  it  a  land  of  happinefs 
and  love.  The  Lord  Jefus  is  alone  fufficient  for  this.  And 
till  the  great  out-pouring  of  his  love  is  cdme,  we  ought, 
faithfully  to  ftir  up  the  gift  of  GOD,  which  is  in  ourfelves 
and  others,  and  to  fupply  by  the  depth  of  our  humility^ 
and  the  ardour  of  our  expeftation,  what  is  yet  wanting  to 
our  experience.  Well:  GOD  is  good:  Jefus  is  faithfuU 
the  Spirit  is  truth  and  love.*  Come,  Lord  !  And  we  fhall 
experience  the  power  of  that  GOD,  who  turns  death  to 
life,  darknefs  to  light,  weaknefs  to  ftrength ;  and  caileth 
the  things  that  are  mt  as  though  they  wercJ^ 

17.  Mr.  Perronet  in  another  letter  to  Mr*  Greenwood^ 
dated  May  22,  writes  thus : 

"  My  dear  friend  is  much  better  in  health  riow^  than 
he  was  in  the  winter.  He  preached  laft  Sunday  fe'nnight 
in  the  church.  He  fpoke  with  a  itrong,  clear  voice  for 
above  three  quarters  of  an  hour :  arid  did  not  find  himfelf 
hurt  by  it.  But  when  he  rode  out  in  the  afternoon,  his 
horfe  dropped  down  as  if  he  had  been  fhot,  and  cut  both 
his  knees,  as  well  as  his  head^  Yet  Mr.  Fletcher  was  no 
way  hurt. 

"  On  Good-Friday,  there  being  no  fervice  here,  Mn 
Fletcher  and  I  crofled  the  lake  into  Savoy^  in  order  to  hea^ 
a  celebrated  capuchin,  who  was  to  preach  that  day.  He 
inade  a  very  good  difcourfe :  and  afterwards  he  and  his  bre- 
thren invited  us  to  dine  with  them.  This  we  dechned  but 
after  dinner  paid  our  refpecls  to  them.  And  we  fpent  two 
or  three  agreeable  hours  in  ferious  and  friendly  converfa- 
tion;" 

18.  About  this  time  Mr.  Fletcher  wrote  to  a  friend 
thus : 

<^  Let  us  bear  with  patience  the  decays  of  nature  :  let 
iis  fee  without  fear  the  approach  of  death.  We  muft  put 
off  this  fickly,  corruptible  body,  in  order  to  put  on  the  im- 
mortal and  glorious  garment. 

"  I  have  fome  hopes  that  my  poor  fifter  will  yet  be  my 
fiiler  in  Chrifl.     Her  felf-righteoufnefs,  I  truft^  breaks  as 

Vol.  1L  Go  f^(t 
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faft  as  her  body.  I  am  come  hither  to  fee  death  make 
havock  among  my  friends.  I  wear  mourning  for  my  f^*. 
ther's  brother,  and  for  my  brother's  fon.  The  fame  mourn* 
ing  will  ferve  me  for  my  dying  filler,  if  I  do  not  go 
before  her.  She  lies  on  the  fam.e  bed  where  my  father 
and  mother  died,  and  where  fhe  and  I  were  born.  How 
near  is  death  to  life  !  But,  blefled  be  GOD  !  Chrift,  the 
refurrecSlion,  is  nearer  to  the  weak,  dying  believer !  Death 
works  through  the  body,  and  the  refurredlion  through  the 
foul.     And  our  foul  is  our  real  felf/' 

19.  I  believe  it  was  about  the  fame  time,  that  a  remark- 
able paffage  occurred,  which  was  related  to  me  fome  years 
ago.  I  may  poffibly  have  forgot  fome  circumftances :  but 
the  fubftance  of  it  was  this.  Mr.  Fletcher  having  heard  of 
a  minifter  in  the  country,  as  an  eminently  pious  man,  had 
a  great  defire  to  fee  him,  and  for  that  purpofe  one  morning 
fet  out  very  early.  When  he  had  walked  feveral  miles^ 
lie  faw  a  great  crowd  gathered  together  at  the  door  of  a; 
houfe.  He  afked,  What  was  the  matter?  And  was  an- 
fweredj  "  A  poor  woman  and  her  child  lie  dying."  He 
went  in,  and  found  a  woman  who  had  not  long  been  deli- 
vered, in  appearance  very  near  death.  Little  better  was 
the  cafe  of  the  infant,  which  was  convulfed  from  head  to 
foot.  The  room  was  filled  with  people.  He  toak  occafi-on 
to  fhow  them  from  that  melancholy  fpeftacle,  the  dread- 
ful effefts  of  fin :  and  afterwards  fpoke  largely,  of  the  mi- 
ferable  ftate  we  are  all  in  through  the  fin  of  our  firft 
parent.  He  then  expatiated  on  the  fecond  Adam^  and  the 
bleflings  we  may  receive  through  him :  adding,  He  is  able 
to  raife  the  dead  !  He  is  able  to  fave  you  all  from  fin,  as 
w^ell  as  fave  thefe  two  poor  objects  from  death.  Come,  let 
us  afk  him,  to  fave  both  us  and  them.  He  found  remark- 
able liberty  in  prayer.  Prefently  the  child's  convulfions 
ccafed ;  and  the  mother  was  eafy,  lively  and  ftrong.  •  The 
people  were  utterly  amazed,  and  flood  fpeechlefs  and'  al- 
moft  fenfelefi; !  While  they  were  in  this  ftate,  he  filently 
withdrew.  When  they  came  to  themfelves,  he  was  gone*. 
Many  of  them  allced>  "  Who  it  could  be?"  and  fome  faid^ 
^«  Certainly  it  v/as  an  angeL'* 

"  ■  20.  When 
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20.  When  he  had  a  little  recovered  his  ftrength,  he  made 
a  tour  through  Italy ^  and  paid  a  vifit  to  Rome.  While  he 
was  here,  as  Mr.  Ireland  and  he  were  one  day  going 
through  one  of  the  ftreets  in  a  coach,  they  were  informed, 
*^  The  pope  was  coming  forward,  and  it  would  be  requir- 
ed of  them  to  come  out  of  the  coach,  and  kneel  while  he 
went  by,  as  all  the  people  did ;  if  they  did  not,  in  all  pro- 
bability the  zealous  m.ob  would  fail  upon  them,  and  knock 
them  on  the  head."  But  this,  whatever  might  be  the  con- 
fequence,  they  flatly  refufed  to  do  ;  judging  the  paying 
fuch  honour  to  a  man,  was  neither  better  nor  worfe  thaa 
idolatry.  The  coachman  was  exceedingly  terrified,  not 
knowing  what  to  do.  However,  at  length  he  made  fliift 
to  turn  afide  into  a  narrow  way.  The  pope  was  in  an 
open  landau.  He  waved  his  hands  as  if  he  had  been  fwim* 
ming;  and  frequently  repeated  thefe  words,  "  GOD  blefs 
you  all !''  Mr.  Fletchers  fpirit  was  greatly  ftirred,  and  he 
longed  to  bear  a  public  tefhimony  againfh  anti-chrift.  And 
he  would  undoubtedly  have  done  it,  had  he  been  able  to 
fpeak  Italian.  He  could  hardly  refrain  from  doing  it  ia 
Latin,  till  he  confidered  that  only  the  priefls  could  have 
underftood  him.  One  to  whom  he  related  this,  faying, 
«^  If  he  had  done  this,  the  multitude  would  have  torn  him 
in  pieces :"  he  anfwered,  "  I  believe  the  pope  himfelf 
v/ould  have  prevented  it  j  for  he  v/as  a  man  of  fenfc  and 
humanity." 

21.  While  he  was  at  Parts ^  he  was  defired  to  vifit  and 
pray  with  a  fick  woman.  Information  of  this  was  quick- 
ly given  to  a  magiilrate,  with  abundance  of  aggravation* 
In  confequence  of  this,  an  order  was  procured  from  the 
king  himfelf  for  the  apprehending  him.  This  might  not 
improbably  have  cod  him  his  life,  or  at  leaft,  a  long  and 
expenfive  imprifonment.  V*^hen  the  officer  came  to  the 
door  of  the  houfe  where  he  lodged,  Mr.  Ireland  ftepped 
out  and  fiiid,  "  Sir,  have  you  a  warrant  ion  me  P''  He 
(fuppofing  him  to  be  Mr.  Fletcher)  anfwered,  "  I  have ; 
you  mud  come  with  me."  Mr.  Ireland  went  very  quietly 
with  him.  But  when  they  came  before  the  magiftrate,  the 
accufer  faid,  "  This  is  not  the  man :    I  know  nothing  of 

this 
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this  gentleman.'*     Another  meflenger  was  then  fent  •,    hi%t 
before  he  came  to  the  houfe,  Mr.  Fletcher  was  too  far  ofF 
to  be  overtaken. 

21.  While  he  was  at  Nyoit^  he  wrote  (among  many  other 
letters)  to  good;,  old  Mr.  Perrotiet  as  follows : 

Feb.   8,  1779, 
^^  Honoured  and  dear  father  in  Chrift, 

^*  I  have  had  the  pleafure  of  aqcompanying  your  fon  to 
your  father's  birth-place.  It  is  a  charming  country  for  thofe 
who  have  a  tafte  for  highland  profpefts.  But  what  is  it 
to  our  heavenly  Father's  hill  of  Sion?  Thi^ther  may  we 
all  travel,  fummer  and  winter,  and  there  may  we  all  have 
a  happy  meeting,   and  an  eternal  inheritance." 

23.  Sept,  7.  Mr.  William  Pcrronet  wrote  a  little  farther 
account  of  him.  ^^  Mr.  Fletcher^^  fays  he,  ^<  has  preach-^ 
cd  here  (at  Nyon)  ia  the  church,  and  might  have  preach- 
ed much  oftener,  if  his  health  would  have  permitted;  for 
his  friendly  and  prudent  behaviour  has  won  upon  all  the 
three  miniilers,  fo  that  they  are  now  on  the  beft  terms 
with  him.  But  a  new  difficulty  has  lately  arifen.  He  has 
been  fummoned  before  the  feigneiir  bailiffs  who  fharply  re- 
prehended him  (noble  bailiff  indeed!  worthy  of  his  office!) 
for  preaching  againft  fabbathrbreaking,  which  he  faid,  im- 
plied a  cenfure  of  the  magiftrates,  as  if  they  neglected 
their  duty.  He  repi'imanded  him  alfo  for  preaching  againft 
ftage-plays,  which  he  confidered  as  a  refleflion  on  himfelf, 
as  he  had  juft  then  fcnt  for  a  company  of  French  comedi- 
ans to  Nyon,  In  confequence  of  this,  he  forbid  his  exer- 
clfmg  the  fun£lion'of  a  minifter  in  this  country.  However 
one  of  the  minifters  has  ventured  to  give  him  a  room  in  his 
own  houfe.  Here  he  preaches  two  or  three  times  a  week 
to  a  few  ferious  perfons  and  abundance  of  children.  His 
lordfhip  has  not  yet  thought  proper  to  interfere,  although 
the  thing  is  no  fecret.  And  not  only  the  ferioufnefs,  but 
alfo  the  number  of  the  congregation  increafes  daily." 

24.  In 


THE    REVEREND    JOHN    FLETCHER,  293 

24.  In  the  next  year,  I780,  Mr.  Fletchtr  fully  intended 
to  return  to  England.  But  not  long  after,  he  wrote  as  foU 
lows,   to  one  of  his  pari(hioners  at  Madeley. 

"  I  have  the  more  readily  complied  with  the  requefl  of 
my  friends,  to  ftay  here  \jit  N^ofi]  a  little  longer,  as  it  was 
fo  earneftly  backed  by  the  Httle  fociety  which  is  gathered 
in  this  place.  About  three  weeks  ago,  they  got  about  me, 
and  befought  me  on  their  knees,  with  many  tears,  to  (lay 
till  they  were  a  little  ftronger,  and  able  to  ftand  alone. 
Nor  would  they  be  perfuaded  to  rife,  till  they  had  got  me 
to  comply.  Happy  would  it  be  for  us  all,  if  we  prayed  fo 
carneftly  to  Him.,  who  can  give  fubftantial  bleffings! 

<<  Two  days  ago  I  went  to  Geneva^  and  fpoke  to  a  car* 
rier  to  take  me  back  to  London.  But  his  coach  was  full. 
Yefterday  another  came,  and  faid,  he  would  take  us  at  a 
fortnight's  notice.  The  Lord  is  always  ready  to  give  us  a 
lift  to  the  kingdom  of  grace,  through  which  we  mufh  pafs 
to  the  kingdom  of  glory.  The  comfort  of  this  journey  is, 
that  we  may  travel  all  together,  though  our  bodies  are  far 
afunder.  For  Chrill  the  Way,  is  every  where,  and  faith  is 
(like  his  word)  one  and  the  fame  in  every  age  and  place. 
So  is  holinefs:  for  in  all  places  we  may  love  GOD  with 
all  our  heart,  and  our  neighbour  as  ourfelves.  I  hope  you, 
and  all  your  brethren,  travel  thus:  and  that  you  journey  like 
St.  Paiily  who  travelled  fo  hard,  that  he  was  running  a  racsy 
for  a  prize,  a  crov/n  of  life.^' 

25*  In  fpring,  1781,  he  fet  out  for  England.  But  Mr. 
Perronet  was  then  exceeding  iJl,  having  all  the  fymptoms 
of  an  approaching  confumption.  He  could  not  therefore 
keep  pace  with  Mr.  Fletcher:  who  being  on  his  journey 
\vrote  to  him  as  follows : 

Lyons,  April  6,  1781. 
^*  My  dear  friend, 

*<  We  are  both  v/eak,  and  both  afflifled ;  but  Jefus  car- 
eth  for  us.  He  is  every  where.  He  has  all  power  to  de- 
liver us,  and  perhaps  by  ways  we  little  think  of.  It  was 
pf  the  Lord,   that  you  did  not  come  with  me:  you  v/ouid 

iiave 


1g4  "^^^    ^^^^    ^^^    DEATH    OF 

have  been  lick  as  I  am.  I  am  overdone  vi^Itli  riding  and 
preaching :  indeed  twice  I  preached  in  the  fields.  I  carry- 
home  with  me  much  weaknefs  :  the  Lord's  will  be  done.  I 
know  I  am  called  to  fuller  and  die.  Let  us  believe  and  re- 
joice in  the  Lord  Jefus  !" 

He  returned  to  England  in  the  fummer,  in  tolerable 
health,  being  quite  recovered  from  his  confumption.  Call- 
ing at  London^  he  preached  at  the  new  chapel,  flept  at 
Nezvingtcny  and  the  next  day  fet  out  for  BriJloL  He  ftay- 
cd  there  only  a  fliort  time,  and  then  retired  to  Mr.  Ireland's 
at  Brijllngtm:  who,  as  foon  as  he  was  capable,  willingly 
accompanied  him  to  his  beloved  Madeley, 

26.  But  he  did  not  find  fuch  caufe  of  rejoicing  here,  as 
he  had  fondly  cxpecled.  This  may  be  eafily  gathered 
from  the  letter  he  then  wrote  to  his  friend  at  Neivington. 
It  runs  thus : 

Bladcley,  June  12,   1781. 
«^  My  very  dear  friend, 

"  I  flayed  longer  at  Brijlington  than  I  defigncd.  Mr.  Ire" 
land  was  ill,  and  would  never thelefs  come  hither  with  me : 
fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  ftay  till  he  was  better.  And  in- 
deed it  was  well  that  I  did  not  come  without  him :  for  he 
has  helped  me  to  regulate  ir*y  outward  affairs,  which  were 
in  great  confufion.  Mr.  Greaves  leaves  me :  and  I  wuU 
either  leave  Madeley^  or  have  an  affiflant  able  to  flir  among 
the  people  :  for  I  had  much  rather  be  gone  than  ftay  here, 
to  fee  the  dead  bury  their  dead.  Well,  we  fhail  foon  re- 
move out  of  ail,  and  reft  from  our  little  cares  and  labours. 
You  do  not  forget,  I  hope,  that  you  have  need  of  pati- 
ence, as  well  as  I,  to  inherit  the  promifes,  the  beft  and 
greateft  of  which  are  not  fealed  but  to  fuch  as  keep  the 
word  of  Chrift's  patience,  and  fuch  as  perfevere  with  him 
in  his  temptations.  Hold  on  then  patient  faith  and  joyful 
hope!  If  I  were  by  you,  I  would  preach  to  your  heart 
and  my  own,  a  lecture  en  this  text,  W^e  are  faved  by  hopcy 
and  by  a  faith  which  is  never  ftronger  than  v/hcn  it  is  con- 
trary to  all  the  feelings  of  flcih  and  blood, 

cc   Pray 
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*^  Pray  what  news  of  the  glory?  Does  the  glory  of  the 
Lord  fill  the  temple,  your  houfe,  your  heart?  A  cloud  is 
over  my  poor  parifli:  but  alas!  it  is  not  the  luminous  cloud 
by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by  night.  Even  the  few  re- 
maining profeflbrs  (tared  at  me  the  other  day,  when  I 
preached  to  them  on  thefe  words,  Te  JJjall  receive  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghofl :  for  the  promife  is  unto  yotu  Well,  the 
promife  is  unto  us  s  if  others  dcfpife  it,  ftill  let  us  believe 
and  hope.  Nothing  enlarges  the  heart,  and  awakens  the 
foul  more,  than  that  beheving,  loving  expeftation.  Let 
us  wait  together,  until  we  are  all  endued  with  power  from 
on  high." 

CHAP.     VIL 

Of  his  Marriage, 

I-  A  LTHOUGH  the  great  apoflle  has  ranked  the 
jTjL  forhidding  to  marry  among  the  doEfrines  of  devils^ 
and  has  exprefsly  declared.  Marriage  is  honourable  to  all 
men^  and  the  bed  u?idefled:  yet  a  kind  of  prejudice  hangs 
on  the  minds  of  many  even  of  thofe  that  love  GOD,  in- 
clining them  to  difapprove  of  the  marriage  of  perfons  emi- 
nent in  religion.  Yea,  many  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not 
confiflent  with  high  degrees  of  holinefs  :  and  that  when 
any  who  have  deep  experience  in  the  things  of  GOD 
marry,  they  are  in  fome  meafure  fallen  from  grace. 
Hence  many  were  furprifed,  that  fo  eminent  a  chriftian 
as  Mr.  Fletcher  ihould  take  this  ftep.  And  they  could 
hardly  help  thinking,  that  he  had  loft  fome  degree  of  his 
excellent  piety,  and  that  he  was  not  fo  unrefervedly  de- 
voted to  GOD  as  he  had  been  fome  time  before. 

2.  In  order  to  fatisfy  every  reafonable  perfon,  that  he 
had  not  fuftained  any  lofs  at  all,  that  his  entire  felf-devo- 
tion  was  in  nowife  impaired,  either  before,  or  at  the  time 
of  his  marriage,  I  believe  the  moft  convincing  way  will 
Jje,  to  give  as  particular  an  account  as  pofTible  of  what  oc- 
curred at  that  time.  The  account  is  given  by  one  that 
was  an  eye  and  ear-witnef$  of  what  flie  relates  ',  and  who- 
ever 
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fever  ferioufly  confiders  this  account  will  eafily  perceive^ 
that  his  foul  was  at  that  time  all  alive,,  and  wholly  de- 
Voted  to  GOD.  And  I  cannot  but  recommend  this  whok 
tranfailion  to  the  imitation  of  all  chriftiana  who  enter  the 
holy  flate  of  matrimony. 

3.  As  I  think  it  highly  expedient  to  premife  fome  account 
of  the  pelfon  whom  Mr.  Fletcher  chofe  as  his  companion 
for  life,  I  am  glad  to  find  this  done  to  my  ^land,  in  the 
letter  which  I  fhall  now  fubjoin: 

«  Rev.  Sir, 

"  I  think  it  my  privilege,  and  have  often  found  it  a 
bleffing,  to  comply  with  the  requeft  of  my  honoured  fa« 
ther,  which  I  now  do  alfo  in  great  love  to  my  valuable 
and  much  efteemed  friends,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fletcher.  I 
will  therefore  endeavour  with  the  alTiltance  of  my  gracious 
Lord,  to  recollect,  and  acquaint  you  with  fome  particulars 
of  the  life  and  character  of  thefe  truly  devoted  fervants 
of  GOD;  with  whofe  intimate  acquaintance  I  have  beeit 
favoured  for  near  thirty  years.  But  indeed  I  feel  my  great 
infuiTiciency  to  relate  what  might  be  faid  with  the  ftricleft 
truth  of  thefe  worthies. 

*«  My  acquaintance  with  Mrs*  Fletcher  began  when  fhe 
was  about  feventeen  years  of  age.  She  had  from  her  early 
childhood  been  ftrongly  drawn  to  feek  the  Crucified,  and 
was  now  athitft  for  a  clean  heart,  and  longed  to  have  a 
right  fpirit  renewed  within  her.  Nor  drd  her  defire  to 
love  GOD  with  all  her  heart,  leffen  but  incrcafe  her  love: 
to  her  neighbour  %  as  I,  the  mod  unworthy,  am  well  able 
ro  teftify,  to  whom  fhe  has  been  a  tried  friend^  even  to 
the  prefent  hour, 

Ifiontiniied  at  page  340.3 
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^T^HURSDAY,  Oflober  22-  In  the  mormrlg  preacli- 
1      ed  over  the  river,  and  in  the  evening  at  Trenton^  with 
feme  afTiflance.     And  many  young  people  attended. 

Friday  23.  In  the  morning  at  5,  preached  over  the  fer- 
ry, and  in  the  evening  at  Trenton,  Glory  to  GOD!  I 
have  found  peace,  and  power,  and  love* 

Saturday  24.  Leaving  my  horfe  at  Briflol^  I  went  to 
Burlington ;  and  on  the  Lord's  day  rny  fpirit  was  much  de- 
je£led,  though  in  preaching  I  felt  greatly  aflifted  \  and  di- 
vine truth  reached  the  hearts  of  the  people- 
Monday  26.  After  preaching  at  5,  left  them  in  peace ; 
and  preached  in  the  evening  at  Philadelphia.  All  things 
coniidered,  the  people  here  feemed  to  be  quiet  and  in  good 
order. 

On  Tuefday  preached  both  morning  and  evening.  Richard 
Saufe  and  myfelf  fet  out  on  Wednefday  for  Bohemia^  and  oil 
our  way  we  found  a  few  friends  at  Newcajlle  that  had  not  de- 
ferted  the  caufe.  In  this  journey  I  called  at  Chejler  gSioXy  and 
faw  the  prifoners,  who  all  feemed  hardened  to  a  man ;  and 
among  them  were  the  wretched  three  that  I  faw  efcape  the 
gallows  before :  two  of  thefe  had  behaved  fo  badly  that 
they  were  now  in  chains.  Lord,  what  is  man  ?  And  what 
am  I  without  thy  grace  ?  Keep  me,  keep  me,  holy  Lord, 
and  never  let  me  go.  Let  me  die,  rather  than  Hve  to  fm 
againft  thee.  I  fpoke  freely  to  one  of  them,  who  was  a 
murderer. 

Thuriday  29.  We  reached  Bohemia^  where  we  found  5. 

H yy  a  man  hearty  in  the  caufe,  and  of  a  good  under- 

ftanaing ;  but  his  fpirit  is  too  warm  and  eafily  moved. 
Vol.  IL  P  p  '  On 
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On  Friday  vifited  E,  and  R.  ThompfoUj  and  faw  their  h^ 
ther,  in  his  hundredth  year,  eating,  drinking,  fmoking,  talk-* 
ing^  and  finning.  He  appeared  as  forgetful  of  eternity  as  if  he 
had  been  at  the  moft  fecure  diftance  from  its  brink.  It  is 
well  if  his  long  life  do  not  prove  a  curfe  in  the  end.  I 
think,  he  told  me  that  his  father  lived  to  be  a  hundred  and 
nine,  and  never  ufed  fpeftacles. 

Saturday  31.  Rofe  early  this  morning,  and  purpofe, 
through  grace,  to  devote  this  day  to  GOD.  I  have  travel- 
led, fince  Monday  week,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  j  and 
it  haft  coft  me  about  ^^.3,  which  muft  come  out  of  my  fa- 
lary  of  £-2^  per  annum,  as  there  is  no  allowance  for  my 
expences  either  by  the  fociety  of  Philadelphia  or  Tork. 

Lord's  day,  November  i.  After  preaching  at  Hcrfeys  in 
the  morning,  I  intended  to  preach  in  the  fchool-houfe  in 
the  afternoon ;  but  it  v/ould  not  contain  half  the  people  j 
fo  I  flood  at  the  door,  and  the  people  withoiit.  Went  to 
bed  very  unv/ell  this  evening,  but  rofe  at  5,  and,  feehng 
better,  fet  off  for  Sufquehannah,  The  next  morning  my 
foul  longed  for  GOD.  I  felt  a  comfortable  fenfe  of  his 
love  in  m.y  heart,  and  can  rejoice  in  him  as  my  all-fufficient 
portion.  In  the  afternoon  we  rode  in  company  to  the  bay 
fide.  A  few  people,  who  came  ftraggling  after  the  time  at 
Friend  Giles'sj  felt  themfelves  affeded  by  the  power  of 
GOD.  Richard  Wehjler  made  one  of  the  company ^  a 
man,  w^ho,  I  found  by  converfation,  was  a  myftick,  and 
very  fond  of  Mr.  Laiv^^  works ;  but  he  fpoke  well  of  the 
perfon  of  Chrift.  At  Friend  Giles'Sy  the  family  was  called 
together  in  the  evening,  and  Richard  Wehjler  gave  a  mov- 
ing exhortation.  One  perfon  feemed  affected.  The  next 
morning  I  rofe  at  5,  my  ufual  time,  and  fpent  one  hour  in 
folemn,,  fecrct  prayer.  Friend  Giles  treated  me  with  great 
kindnefs,  and  prefled  me  to  call  again.  I  then  went  on  to 
Rochyrun^  and  preached  with  life  to  a  number  of  people, 
among  whom  w^ere  many  Friends.  For  fome  days  paft^^ 
my  mind  has  been  bleft  with  much  peace ;  fo  that  I  experi- 
ence a  prefent  falvation,  and  hope  to  experience  that  which 
is  eternal.  Thanks  bs  to  GOD  for  what  I  feel.  Glory, 
glory  be  given  to  my  dear  and  gracious  Saviour. 

Wednefdav 
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'  Wednefday  4.  This  evening  I  had  a  very  folemn  family 
meeting ;  and  fpoke  feparately  and  pointedly  to  every  one, 
both  black  and  white. 

On  Thurfday  morning,  rifing  at  my  ufual  time,  I  had  a 
comfortable  feufe  of  GOD  upon  my  heart.  Glory  be  to 
thee,  O  Lord.  After  breakfafl,  Mrs,  Gilesy  her  brother, 
and  myfelf  fet  out  for  Deer-creek.  We  called  at  a  Friends* 
meeting,  and  heard  two  men  and  a  woman  fpeak.  They 
all  fpoke  to  purpofe.  We  then  proceeded  to  Mr.  Mor^ 
gan'sy  and  unexpectedly  found  the  people,  at  2  o'clock, 
waiting  to  hear  the  word.  I  preached  with  liberty,  and 
the  power  of  GOD  was  felt  in  the  hearts  of  many,, 
though  fome  of  them  w^ere  principal  men.  The  man  of 
the  houfe  looked  very  earneftly  at  me  while  I  was  preach- 
ing. I  then  publiflied  preaching  at  S.  L — — ^^'s ;  where  we 
had  alfo  a  comfortable  time^  S.  L himfelf  was  deep- 
ly aitefted.  He  had  been  a  ranting  Quaker j  and  a  rebel- 
lious man ;  but  GOD  hath  touched  his  heart,  and  wrought 
a  good  W'ork  on  feveral  here.  The  next  day,  we  proceed- 
ed to  Henry  Waters^ s  ^  his  brother  is  an  exhorter,  and  now 
gone  wuth  Mr.  Williams  to  Virginia,  The  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  thefe  people,  notwithftanding  the  weaknefs 
of  the  inftruments,  and  fome  little  irregularities.  Men 
who  neither  feared  GOD,  nor  regarded  man, — fwearers, 
liars,  cock-fighters,  card-players,  horfe-racers,  drunkards, 
&c.  are  now  fo  changed  as  to  become  new  men ;  and  they 
are  filled  with  the  praifes  of  GOD.  This  is  the  Lord's 
work,  and  it  is  marvellous  in  our  eyes.  Not  unto  us,  O, 
Lord,  not  unto  us ;  but  unto  thy  name  be  all  the  glory ! 

Saturday  7.  We  had  a  powerful  meeting  at  Henry  Wa- 
ters'^\  feveral  gentlemen,  from  Mr.  Morgan' ^y  followed 
me,  and  feemed  to  give  good  attention  to  the  things  of 
GOD.  Here  I  met  with  Nicholas  Waters,  an  exhorter, 
who  appears  to  be  a  ferious  and  fenfible  man.  After  ap- 
pointing to  meet  the  exhorters  at  my  return,  T  went  to 
5.  ForivareFsy  and  preached  to  many  people  5  then  preach- 
ed at  a  place  about  three  miles  on  my  way  back,  and  came 
to  Henry  Waters'^  ^g^in ;  where  we  had  a  very  comforta-^ 
bic  time. 

Lord's 
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Lord's  day  8.  We  had  a  very  melting  time  indeCi!^ 
while  I  preached  to  about  two  hundred  fouls  from  Rom^\u 
1  ;,  1 8.  We  had  alfo  many  people  at  Richard  Webjier^s^ 
while  I  preached,  with  liberty  in  my  foul^  from  I  Cor.  iv, 
20.  The  kingdom  of  GOD  is  not  in  n^vordy  hut  in  poiver. 
This  day  I  have  been  free  from  evil,  happy  and  joyful  in 
my  GOD.  At  the  v/idow  Bond's  there  were  many  people, 
both  black  and  white,  rich  and  poor,  who  were  all  exhort- 
ed to  feek  the  Lord  while  he  may  be  found.  Some  of  the 
young  men  and  women  of  this  family  arc  ferious  and 
thoughtfuh 

Tuefday  lo.  I  enjoy  peace  and  life  in  my  foul  5  and  am 
determined,  through  grace,  to  love  and  feek  nothing  but 
GOD,  Preached  to  many  people,  both  at  C  Baker  s  in 
the  morning,  and  at  /.  Moore's  in  the  evening  y  and  was 
favoured  with  freedom  of  foul. 

Wednefday  11,  Many  people  c^ttended  preaching  at  Mr^ 
Sinclare\y  among  whom  were  fome  Baptijls  who  went  away 
muttering  with  their  decrees,.  The  congregation  was  alfa 
large  at  Friend  Stmdfird'^.  I  have  read  Dr.  Btonehoufe  on  the 
non-eternity  of  hell-torments.  But  by  his  arguments,  we  may 
as  well  prove  the  non-eternity  of  heavenly  joys  5,  for  he 
calls  it  an  manov  Hfe.  Now  if  the  ulauav.  life  of  faints 
arifes  from  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life  derived  from 
Chrift ;  then  the  ^Imtov  death  of  the  wicked  arifes  from 
a  principle  of  fpiritual  death  in  them ;  and  the  one  will 
come  to  an  end  as  foon  as  the  other. 

Thurfday  12.  Preached  at  Friend  GaUonvayh.  There 
are  fome  Paptijis  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  oppofe  the 
work  under  us ;  and  perplex  and  trouble  our  young  begin- 
ners ;  though  they  let  me  alone.  Then  returning  to  Friend 
Chamberlainhy  the  word  flowed  freely,  while  I  preached  to 
many  people  at  6  o'clock,  from  2  Cor,  v.  20.  Now  then 
nue  are  ambajfadors  for  Chrijly  as  though  GOD  did  hefeech 
you  by  us ;  we  pray  you  in  Chri/Fs  feady  be  ye  reconciled  ta 
GOD.  Spoke  on  GOD's  being  reconciled  to  finners,  and 
Ihewed  on  what  terms  they  might  he  reconciled  to  GOD, 
and  that  no.ne  but  Chrifl  could  bring  about  a  reconcilia- 
tion.    My  mind  was  greatly  enlarged  while  defcribing  the 

character 
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tliaraaer  of  gofpel-minirters.  Friday  morning  my  foul 
was  happy  in  GOD.  I  rode  about  eight  miles  to  meet 
John  King.  Many  people  attended  the  word  at  Mr.  C — 's; 
and  after  "preaching  John  King  came.  We  went  together 
to  town,  and  ftayed  all  night.  The  next  morning,  I  re- 
turned to  John  C n's,  where  the  congregation  was  large 

^t  12  o'clock.  This  man's  friends  have  rejeded  him  on 
account  of  his  religion.  The  family  feem  very  ferious.; 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  a  grqat  and  good  work  here.  Then 
rode  to  Richard  Owen'sj  where  fome  people  came  to  fee 
me,  with  whom  we  fung  and  prayed. 

Tuefday  >7.  This  morning  found  fome  peace  and  hfc 
in  my  foul ',  but  want  more  retirement.  My  defire  is,  to 
be  ever  before  the  Lord,  Many  people  attended  the  preach- 
ing, botli  in  the  forenoon  and  in  the  evenings  and  in  the 
evening  :ae  congregation  was  much  afFefted.  The  /next 
mornins;  went  to  Friend  Strawbridge'sy  and  found  his  fa« 

mily  well.     Here  we  had  Dr.  W r/,  and  feveral  polite 

people  to  dine  with  us.  I  fpoke  to  the  ladies  about  head- 
drJTbs;  but  the  DocStor  vindicated  them,  and  faid,  that 
religion  did  not  confift  in  drcfs.  I  quoted  the  words  of 
St.  Peter;  but  finding  him  a  kind  of  free-thinker,  {laid 
about  an  hour,  and  then  departed.  We  then  rode  'to 
'Frii-nd  Defbin'Sy  and  fpent  fome  time  with  his  family. 

Thurfday  19.  Friend  Derbin  and  I  fet  off  for  Frederica, 
We  came  to  George  Saxton^s^  where  1  expefted  to  have 
preached,  but  there  was  a  difappointment ;  fo  we  purfued 
our  way,  though  my  little  horfe  was  unwell  and  very  wea- 
ry. A  poor  unhappy  man  abufcd  me  much  on  the  road : 
he  curfed,  fwore,  and  threw  ilones  at  me.  But  I  found  it 
my  duty  to  talk  to  him,  and  (liow  him  his  danger.  Frederica 
is  a  neat  little  town,  having  one  main  flreet  and  three  crofs 
flreets.  It  contains  about  a  thoufand  houfes,  and  the  in- 
habitants are  chiefly  Germans.  There  are  two  German 
churches,  one  Calvinijl^  and  one  Lutheran,  There  is  alfo 
one  Englijh  church,  and  one  Roman  chapel.  About  five 
and  twenty  Baptijh  are  the  greateft  enemies  the  Methodifs 
have  in  this  place.  Many  people  came  to  hear  me  in  this 
town,  and  I  fomid  life  in  preaching  to  them. 

rrid'<iy 
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Friday  20.  Found  fome  peace  of  mind  in  the  morning  5 
but  was  forely  buffeted  by  fatan  in  the  courfe  of  the  day ; 
had  but  few  people  in  the  evening,  and  hut  httle  power. 

Saturday  21.  My  mind  was  greatly  deprefled.  Not  on 
account  of  any  outward,  known  fin;  but  partly  from  the 
ilate  of  my  body,  and  partly  from  a  deep  fciife  of  the  very 
great  work  in  which  I  am  employed.  Do  not  know  when 
I  funk  into  deeper  diflrefs :  though,  thank  GOD,  there 
was  no  condemnation. 

Lord's  day.  After  preaching  in  the  morning  with  fome 
freedom,  Brother  Jolvj  Haggerty^  his  brother  Paul^  with 
Friend  Bonham^  and  myfelf,  fct  off  to  a  place  where  I  had 
to  preach  at  2  o'clock.  Friend  Bonham  was  awakened  by 
the  inftrumentality  of  Friend  Straivbridge ;  and  he  told  me 
that  he  had  been  much  oppofed  by  the  Baptijls,  He  faid, 
they  had  ufed  him  very  ill ;  but  he  was  determined  to  have 
no  more  connexion  with  them.  He  appears  to  be  a  folid, 
fenfible  man.  Heard  him  give  an  exhortation  much  to  the 
purpofe ;  and  gave  him  a  note  of  recommendation,  to  do 
all  the  good  he  could.  Happened  in  company  with  an  old, 
ftupid  !^niker  woman,  who  fuppofed  me  to  be  a  half  ^ni^ 
hrj  and  thought  the  Friends  were  the  only  people  in  the 
world,  and  that  they  were  not  fallen  from  their  former  hve- 
}y  and  fpiritual  ftate.  A  man  came  twenty  miles  for  me 
to  <*o  to  preach  a  funeral  difcourfe.  I  accordingly  com- 
plied, and  had  tVi?a\j  people  to  hear  me.  Then  went  about 
two  m.iles,  to  preach  at  Mr.  Derhinh ;  and  met  with  a 
German  minifter,  Mr.  Sioapy  who  heard  me  preach  at  both 
places.  We  had  fom.e  converfation  about  the  ordinances 
adminiftered  by  Mr.  Strawbridge.  He  advanced  fome  rea- 
sons to  urge  the  neceffity  of  them,  and  faid  Mr.  WeJIey 
cud  not  do  well  to  hinder  us  from  the  adminiftration  of 
them.  I  told  him  they  did  not  appear  to  me  as  effential  to 
falvatio.i ;  and  that  it  did  not  appear  to  be  my  duty  to  ad- 
minilLer  tlie  ordinances  at  that  time. 

[^Continued  at  pa ^e  349.] 
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tFrom  Mlfs  H.  B.  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wefley.] 

JVycGtnbe^  May  ^^   I773» 
Rev.  Sir, 

I  FIND  much  reafon  to  praife  GOD  Vv^ho  loads  me 
with  his  benefits.  I  find  that  profperity  and  adverfity 
are  much  the  fame  to  me :  my  foul  being  not  overmuch 
grieved  at  the  one  5  nor  lifted  up  by  the  other.  Death  of 
late  feems  at  no  great  diltance ;  but  in  this  my  will  is  fo 
fwallowed  up  in  the  v/ill  of  GOD,  that  I  cannot  chufe  ei- 
ther life  or  death. 

The  week  after  Eafter  I  was  Informed  that  a  man  in  this 
to\Vn,  whofe  name  is  Charles  Dean^  was  thought  to  be  near 
death;  and  as  he  was  a  very  wicked  man,  I  thought  I 
would  go  and  fee  him.  Accordingly  I  went  and  fpoke  free- 
ly to  him  concerning  the  ftate  of  his  foul.  I  had  not  faid 
much  before  I  obferved  the  tears  fall  from  his  eyes.  He 
told  me,  he  believed  he  had  the  hardeft  heart  of  any  man 
alive.  I  v/as  very  glad  to  hear  this,  and  told  him  it  was  a 
blcffmg  that  he  felt  it  to  be  fo.  On  aiking  him  if  I  (hould  go 
to  prayer^  he  did  not  feem  willing  5  but  I  told  him  I  fhould 
not  be  long,  and  fo  prayed  and  went  away.  Going  again 
the  Monday  following,  and  finding  him  putting  off  repent- 
ance, in  hopes  of  being  better  in  health,  I  endeavoured  to 
fhew  him  Satan's  device  in  this;  and  perfuaded  him  to  feek 
the  Lord  7iow.  Accordingly  he  began  from  that  time  to 
feek  in  good  earneft.  The  next  night  I  went  to  fee  him 
again,  and  found  that  GOD  had  given  him  a  broken  heart* 
I  then  went  to  prayer  with  him,  and  left  him  for  the  pre- 
fent.  The  next  morning  I  found  he  was  not  fatisfied  with 
what  he  Iifkd  received,  but  wanted  an  entire  change  of 
heart.  On  Wednefday  morning  28,  his  wife  found  peace 
to  her  foul,  and  is  now  very  happy  in  the  Lord.  Seeing 
her  fifter  Hand  by,  I  told  her,  we  mufl  not  leave  her  be- 
hind. On  this  fhe  began  to  weep.  I  then  encouraged  her  to 
believe.     She  cried  out,  Lord,  I  believe,  help  my  unbelief! 

The 
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The  next  day  Deati  fendirig  for  me,  I  went,  and  founrl 
liim  in  the  pangs  of  the  new-*birth.  Indeed  he  feized  my 
hand  in  an  agony  of  diftrefs.  I  weilt  to  prayer,  and  he 
prayed  with  me  for  fome  time.  I  then  ftopped,  and  let 
him  pray  by  himfelf.  When  he  gave  over  I  began  again, 
and  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  his  foul  was  fet  at  liberty. 
When  I  went  home,  he  fent  for  a  man  from  his  work  to 
tell  him  what  GOD  had  done  for  his  foul.  Thus  he  con- 
tinued all  that  and  the  two  following  days,  exhorting  all 
to  repent  and  feek  that  change  of  heart  which  GOD  had 
given  him.  He  alfo  fent  for  the  curate  to  give  him  the  fa- 
crament  j  but  the  curate  thought  he  was  not  fenfible :  for 
he  told  him  what  a  blefled  change  he  had  found.  The  cu* 
rate  faid,  it  was  a  good  thing;  but  yet  would  not  give  him 
the  facrament  until  he  was  more  compofed.  I  then  per-* 
fuaded  my  brother  to  go  to  fee  him.  I  believe  it  had  a 
quite  contrary  efFeft  on  his  mind;  for  he  wept  much  when 
he  was  with  him:  and  ever  fince,  when  he  has  talked  about 
him,  the  tears  Hand  in  his  eyes.  Laft  night  his  joy  was 
fomewhat  abated;  but  his  peace  was  flill  the  fame  t  and  he 
faid  if  it  was  the  will  of  GOD,  he  would  rather  depart 
and  be  with  Chrift ;  but  yet  was  quite  refigned  to  GOD's 
will..  As  to  his  wife  and  filler  they  grow  happier  and  hap-* 
pier  daily.    Glory  be  to  GOD  for  this  great  work! 

H.  B? 


LETTER. 
[From  Mrs.  C.  M,  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wefley.] 


Rev.  Sir, 


May  12,  1773* 


I  FEEL  that  faith  and  love  which  overcometh  the  world, 
and  that  peace  which  pafleth  all  underftanding.  I  find 
that  Jefus  has  tlie  ruling  power  in  my  breaft,  and  that  he 
has  fubdued  all  things  under  him,  and  governs  every  paf- 
fion.  The  flame  of  divine  love,  in  general,  confumes  all 
before  it.     I  am  alfo  paffive  in  the  hand  of  GOD,   and 

willing 
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Willing  to  be  difpofed  of  as  feemeth  him  good.  I  find 
fuch  zeal  for  his  caufe,  and  fuch  love  to  fouls,  as  makes 
me  love,  pity,  weep  and  pray  for  them.  In  fliort,  I  find 
a  heaven  upon  earth  !  And  yet  I  find  I  come  fliort  in  all 
things ;  and  therefore  am  funk  into  nothing  before  Him, 
who  has  thought  fit  to  call  fuch  a  worm  as  me,  to  be  a 
partaker  of  the  heavenly  inheritance! 

As  you  feem  defirous.  Sir,  to  have  a  more  particular  ac- 
count of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  me  from  the  beginning, 
I  fhall  give  you  a  (hort  flcetch  of  the  fame. 

In  May  1770,  the  Lord  fhewed  me  that  I  was  a  finner 
bv  nature  and  praclice ;  and  that  if  I  did  not  repent,  I 
fhould  perifh  for  ever.  I  then  attended  the  preaching  con- 
ftantly,  and  in  a  fhort  time  joined  the  fociety.  From  that 
time,  till  the  28th  of  June,  my  conviftions  increafed.  Be- 
ing then  in  the  deepefl  diflrefs,  I  retired,  full  of  iham.e  and 
confufion.  I  thought  to  pray ;  but  could  not.  I  then  ran 
to  a  book,  called.  The  Golden  Key  that  opens  hidden 
treafure  ;  and  found  a  chapter  fuitable  to  my  ftate.  Pre- 
fently  after,  I  found  the  burden  of  fin  fall  off,  and  was 
enabled  to  cry  out  with  Tkomasy  My  Lord  and  my  GOD! 
But  I  had  not  the  abiding  witnefs  of  his  fpirit,  till  three 
weeks  after,  when  the  Lord  fhined  on  my  foul  and  left  me 
without  a  doubt.  In  a  very  little  time  he  fhewed  me  that 
I  was  prone  to  backfiide  from  him,  and  that  the  rem.ains  of 
fin  and  unbelief  were  the  caufe  thereof.  But  how  to  get  rid 
of  them  I  knew  not.  On  this  I  alked  Mr.  S.  who  told  me, 
it  was  the  gift  of  GOD.  Then  thought  I,  if  this  is  the 
cafe,  I  will  give  GOD  no  reft  until  he  gives  it  to  me. 

One  morning,  about  the  latter  end  of  September,  I  went 
to  the  Lord,  and  pleaded  the  death  and  fufierings  of  his 
Son,  and  alio  my  right  to  the  blefiings  purchafed  by  him.. 
I  had  not  been  long  before  him,  till  my  foul  was  tranfport- 
ed  as  If  it  was  going  to  leave  the  body.  On  this  I  cried 
out.  Lord,  what  art  thou  about  to  do  with  me!  Juft  then 
the  foUowing  words  came  with  power  to  my  mind.  Behold, 
noy  iS  the  accepted  tim.e ;  behold^  i:ow  is  the  day  of  falva- 
X\(.  i!  T'  a  v/as  my  foul  let  at  full  liberty,  and  difengaged 
£rom  c     -y  ncediefs  care  and  inordinate  defire.     At  the 

Voi..  II-  Q^q  fame 
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fame  time  I  found  it  quite  eafy  to  do  all  that  my  heavenl\r 
Father  required  of  me:  and  I  had  no  doubt  of  my  being 
feakd  to  the  day  of  eternal  redemption.  In  this  confidence 
and  full  liberty  of  heart  I  ilill  continue  to  this  day.  But  as 
I  am  ftiil  weak  and  ignorant,  I  ftand  in  neec!  of  every  alTift- 
ance  ;  and  therefore,  dear  Sir,  I  muft  beg  (with  your  ad- 
vice) an  intereft  in  your  prayers ;  which  will  be  gratefully 
acknowledged  by 

Your  friend  and  fervant, 

C.  M. 

S2^ 


Some  Account  of  the  Death  of  Mr,  John  Tregellas,  of 

St.  Agnejsy  in  Cornwall* 

WHEN  he  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  caught 
a  violent  cold  by  jQeeping  on  the  grafs.  This  io 
aftefted  his  health,  that  it  was  thought  he  would  not  reco- 
ver •,  but  proper  means  being  ufed,  he  was  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  reflored.  He  had  at  that  time  little  or  no  concern 
for  his  falvation.  When  he  was  about  feventeen,  he  was 
deeply  awakened  to  a  fenfe  pf  his  loft  condition,  and  ne- 
ver refted  till  he  had  a  clear  manifeftation  of  pardon.  From 
that  time  he  was  an  exemplary  follower  of  his  Redeemer ; 
ftriving  to  keep  a  confcience  void  of  ofFence  towards  GOD 
and  man.  He  was  but  juft  entered  upon  his  twenty-firft 
year  when  he  again  caught  a  violent  cold,  which  alarmed 
all  who  had  any  regard  for  him;  yet  he  was  not  apprehen- 
five  of  his  danger ;  but  ufed  to  fay,  **  In  a  few  days  I  fhall 
be  as  well  as  ever."  One  of  his  friends  anfwering,  Sup- 
pofe  you  iliould  not  recover,  are  you  refigned?  he  replied, 
with  great  cheerfulnefs,  "  I  think  I  cannot  be  unrefigned 
to  the  will  of  GOD,  be  it  whatever  it  may."  When  he 
was  advifed  to  take  the  advice  of  a  phyfician,  he  anfwered, 
«'  I  have  no  defire  to  live,  but  for  the  fake  of  one  perfon 
whom  I  love  above  all  the  world ;  yet  if  the  Lord  is  pleafed 
to  remove  me,  I  fhall  be  enabled  to  refign  all  that  is  dear 
to  me."    When  one  afked  him  if  death  appeared  terrible? 

he 
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he  anfwered,  "  No ;  though  I  do  not  enjoy  that  lively  ex- 
ercife  of  faith  which  I  defire.  Neverthelefs  I  can  give  my- 
fclf  into  the  hands  of  GOD,  and  truft  him  for  all  I  want.'' 
As  his  weaknefs  increafed,  his  graces  were  more  confpicu- 
ous ;  for  his  patience,  meeknefs,  and  humility  excited  the 
admiration  of  all  v/ho  faw  him. 

After  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  he  gave  up  all  hopes 
of  recovering,  and  made  a  full  furrender  of  every  thing  be- 
low the  fun.  His  foul  was  now  all  life  and  vigour.  He 
feemed  on  the  borders  of  heaven,  and  longed  to  depart  and 
be  with  Chrift.  Yet  he  would  frequently  check  his  ardent 
defire,  and  fay,  "  I  want  more  patience  to  wait  the  Lord's 
time."  Inftead  of  complaimng,  he  ufed  frequently  to  fay, 
«  I  blefs  GOD  that  I  am  about  to  be  taken  home,  without 
any  thing  grievous  to  be  borne."  He  talked  of  death  with 
the  greateft  pleafure,  and  wondered  that  his  emaciated  bo- 
dy fliould  fo  long  keep  him  a  prifoner  below. 

At  feeing  his  friends  weep,  he  faid,  "  Let  us  rejoice  the 
little  time  we  have  to  fpend  together :  and  though  we  ihall 
be  feparated  for  a  feafon,  we  fliall  foon  meet  to  part  no 
more!"  When  any  ailced  how  he  did,  he  anfwered,  ^*  I 
am  happy!"  or,  "  I  am  juft  got  home!"  or,  *^  I  am  weak 
in  body;  but  comfortable  in  my  mind!  O  how  precious  is 
Jefus  !  I  did  not  knovv^  that  fo  much  of  heaven  could  be 
experienced  on  this  fide  the  grave." 

At  one  time,  being  almoft  ilrangled  by  a  fit  of  coughing, 
and  feeing  his  friends  much  atteQ:ed,  as  foon  as  he  could 
fpeak,  he  faid,  «  The  will  of  GOD  be  done !  That  is  bell! 
Do  not  weep  ;  for  you  never  fee  me  weep !  1  am  not  fuf- 
fering  much!  I  could  fufter  much  more!"  He  then  exhort^ 
ed  all  who  were  with  him  to  make  fare  of  heaven. 

To  an  acquaintance  at  a  diftance  he  fent  the  following 
meilage,  «'  You  muft  prepare  to  m.eet  the  Lord.  If  you 
do  not  alter  your  prefent  courfe  of  fifc,  you  are  undone  for 
ever !" 

He  expreffed  a  great  fatisfadion  in  feeing  the  children 
of  GOD.  <«  O,  faid  he,  how  do  I  love  thofe  whp  love 
GOD,  though  1  have  not  feen  fome  of  them  before!" 
When  his  friends  repeated  any  portions  of  GOD's  word, 

he 
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he  feemed  to  lay  hold  upon  them  all  by  faith,  and  then 
v/ould  (^xprefs  the  peace  and  comfort  they  brought  to  his 
foul.  He  ufed  to  repeat  the  text  he  chofe  for  his  funeral, 
with  incxpreflible  pleafure,  ^^  The  redeemed  of  the  Lord 
fiiall  return  to  Zion  with  Tinging,"  &c. 

When  one  aiked  him,  What  if  the  Lord  fhould  make 
you  an  example  of  patience,  and  leave  you  longer  for  a 
pattern  to  thcfe  round  about  you,  coidd  you  be  willing?  he 
anfwered,  «'  Yes :  I  think  I  am  wilhng  for  the  Lord  to  do 
with  me  as  he  pleafes,  fo  I  m.ay  be  kept  from  diflionouring 
him."  He  was  always  thankful  for  the  leaft  kind  office 
that  was  done  him,  and  expreffed  much  concern  left  he 
ihould  weary  his  friends.  When  one  faid,  I  have  reafon 
to  blefs  GOD  that  I  have  feen  fuch  an  example  of  piety, 
both  living  and  dying,  he  anfwered,  "  I  would  not  have 
my  friends  think  too  highly  of  me,  nor  fpeak  too  much 
about  me  when  I  am  gone."  After  taking  a  cordial,  he 
faid,  <^  I  have  not  vinegar  and  gall  given  me,  as  my  bleffed 
Mafler  had." 

The  day  before  he  died,  the  breaking  of  a  blood  veffel 
almoft  fuiTocating  him,  he  feemed  as  in  an  agony  ^  but  as 
foon  as  he  could  fpeak,  he  faid,  ^^  I  am  fuffering  a  great 
deal!"  On  being  aiked.  Are  you  happy .'^  He  anfwered, 
*«  Yes."  A  friend  coming  to  his  bed-fide  afked  how  he 
was?  He  anfwered,  <<  Happy!  happy!  John^^  faid  he,  "  will 
you  make  my  coffin  ?"  He  anfwered.  Yes,  ^^  Well,  faid 
]}e,  and  will  it  not  give  you  much  pleafure  to  work  upon 
it,   now  you  knov/  I  am  going  fafe  to  glory." 

The  evening  before  he  died  the  Doflor  was  with  him, 
to  whom  he  faid,  *^  What  do  you  think  of  me  now?"  The 
Dofior  anfwered,  You  will  not  be  many  hours  here.  He 
then  fmiled,  and  invited  the  Doctor  to  ftay  and  fee  him 
die.  But  though  the  Doctor  went  away,  he  told  me  after, 
that  what  he  had  feen  and  heard  had  confirmed  him  in  one 
point  wherein  lie  had  been  wavering,  viz.  Whether  a  per- 
Ion  could  in  this  life,  be  wholly  delivered  from  the  fear  of 
death  ? 

The  night  he  died  he  advifed  fome  of  his  friends  to  go 
home,  left  their  fitting  up  {l:iouId  injure  their  health ;  fay- 
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ing,  "  It  appears  as  if  I  fliould  not  die  to-night,  feeing 
one  fymptom  has  not  taken  place  which  the  Dodor  expeft- 
ed  about  ten  o'clock."  However,  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
morning  he  turned  over,  as  if  going  to  fleep  j  and  at  four 
his  fpirit  returned  to  GOD,  April  28,   1784. 

JOSEPH   TAYLOR. 

Gretton,  April  2,   1785. 


Poetiy. 


The    wish. 

NOR  let  a  wiih  for  earth  remain. 
Nor  let  me  grovel  here  below. 
When  heav'nly  honours  I  may  gain. 
When  joys  immortal  I  may  know; 
When  freed  from  woe,  and  endlefs  pain. 
My  foul  in  heav'n  with  Chrift  may  reign ! 

Nor  earth,  nor  fenfe,  nor  fin,  (hall  find 
A  refting-place  within  my  foul  y 

All,  all  for  Jefus  is  refign'd : 

O  !  come,  my  Lord,  poflefs  me  whole ! 

My  foul,  my  body's  pow'rs  poflefs, 

And  fanftify  me  through  thy  grace ! 

I  long  for  this,  for  this  I  pray. 

To  know  that  perfedl  love  of  thine. 

When  fin  fliail  all  be  done  away, 
When  in  tliine  image  I  Ihall  fliine, 
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When  I  fhall  feel  continual  peace. 
And  all  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs ! 

Ah !  come,  and  move  in  me,  and  live. 
And  triumph  o'er  my  willing  breaft; ; 

I  vi^ould  thy  fulnefs  now  receive  5 
I  would  partake  thy  people's  reft ; 

Thine  utmoft  goodnefs  fain  would  prove. 

And  antedate  the  joys  above. 

Jefus,  my  Saviour,  now  fulfil 

Thy  great  defign,  thy  grand  decrees ; 

In  me  be  done  thy  righteous  will, 
Accomplifh'd  all  thy  promifes; 

Let  grace  renew  and  cleanfe  my  heart ; 

The  mind  which  was  in  thee,  impart. 

Not  only.  Lord,  my  fins  forgive, 
But  fpread  thy  fanftifying  leav'n ; 

O !  make  me  meet  with  GOD  to  hve. 
With  all  the  perfeft  faints  in  heav'n ; 

With  them,  before  thy  glorious  throne 

May  I  adore,  and  caft  my  crown ! 

Then  will  I  praife  thine  holy  name. 

And  blefs  thee  for  thy  wond'rous  grace ; 

Thy  matchlefs  glories  then  proclaim ; 
Thy  wifdom,  pow'r,  and  faithfulnefs  j 

rU  emulate  the  hofts  above, 

And  fing  the  riches  of  thy  love. 

From  my  own  works  now  bid  me  ceafe, 
And  own  the  ftrength  of  thy  right-hand  j 

Now  perfect  me  in  holinefs, 

Let  all  fubmit  to  love's  command ; 

Subjefi:  me  to  thy  wife  control  ^ 

New  model  thou  my  ranfom'd  foul. 
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Father,  my  wand'ring  footfteps  guide. 
Make  me  with  Chrift  in  fpirit  one, 

And  call  thy  favourite  to  thy  fide. 
And  feat  me  on  thy  glorious  throne. 

And  let  me  there  fecurely  dwell 

Beyond  the  reach  of  death  and  hell. 

To  GOD,  who  reigns  enthron'd  on  high, 

The  Father  of  eternal  days, 
To  Chrift,  th'  incarnate  Majefty, 

And  to  the  Spirit  of  his  grace. 
Be  honour,  praife,  and  glory  giv'n. 
By  fons  of  eanh,  and  hofts  of  heav'n. 


On   ETERNITY. 


WH  A  T  Is  Eternity  ?     Can  ought 
Point  its  duration  to  the  thought  ? 
Tell  every  beam  the  fun  emits. 
When  in  fublimeft  noon  he  fits ; 
Tell  every  light-wIngM  thought  that  ftrays 
Within  its  ample  round  of  rays  ? 
Tell  all  the  "leaves  and  all  the  buds. 
That  crown  the  gardens  and  the  woods ; 
Tell  all  the  fpires  of  grafs,  the  meads 
Produce,  when  fpring  propitious  leads 
The  new-born  year  \  tell  all  the  drops 
The  night,  upon  their  bended  tops, 
Sheds  in  foft  filence  to  difplay 
Their  beauties  with  the  rifing  day ; 
Tell  all  the  fands  the  ocean  leaves, 
Tell  all 'its  changes,  all  its  waves  5 
Or  tell  with  more  laborious  pains 
The  drops  its  mighty  mafs  contains  y 
Be  this  aftonifhing  account 
Augmented  with  the  full  amount 


Of 
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Of  all  the  drops  the  clouds  have  fhed^ 
Where'er  their  watery  fleeces  fpread, 
Through  aH  time's  long-continued  tour. 
From  Adam  to  the  prefent  hour — ^ 
Still  (hort  the  fum ;  nor  can  it  vie 
With  the  more  numerous  years  that  lie 
Imbofom'd  in  Eternity, 

Was  there  a  belt  that  could  contain 
In  its  vaft  orb  the  earth  and  main  \ 
With  figures  was  it  clufter'd  o'er, 
Without  one  cypher  in  the  fcore  •, 
And  could  your  labouring  thought  affign 
The  total  of  the  crowded  line : 
How  fcant  th'  amount  ?     Th'  attempt  how  vain^ 
To  reach  duration's  endlefs  chain  ? 
For  when  as  many  years  arc  run. 
Unbounded  age  is  but  begun. 

Then  hear,  O  man !  with  awe  divine. 
For  this  Eternity  is  thine. 


An  Epitaph  on  Mr.  VY.T^R   JACO. 

FISHER  of  men,*  ordain'd  by  Chrift  alone. 
Immortal  fouls  he  for  his  Saviour  won  j 
With  loving  faitt),  and  calmly  fervent  zeal. 
Performed  and  fufFer'd  the  Redeemer's  will  \ 
Unmov'd  in  all  the  florms  of  life  remain'd. 
And  in  the  good,  old  Ihip  the  haven  gain'd. 

*  Mr.  Jaco  was  brought  up  to  the  fifhing  bufinefs.  Here 
then  we  have  another  Peter  the  lifhermaR,  forfaking  his  nets,  fol- 
lowing Chrift,  and  becoming  a  fiiher  of  men. 
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PREDESTINATION  CALMLY  CONSIDERED. 

[By  John  Wesley,  M.A.] 

[^Continued  JtoM  page  268*] 

XXII.  T3  UT  to  be  a  little  more  particular.      Ho\\r  caa 
jL3   you  poflTibly  reconcile   reprobation  with  thofe 
fcriptures  that  declare  the  juftice  of  GOD  ?    To  cite  one 
for  all. 

Ezek.  xviii.  2.  &c.  What  mean  ye,  that  ye  life  this  pro -^ 
verb  ;  The  fathers  have  eaten  four  grapes,  and  the  children's 
teeth  are  fet  on  edge  ?  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  GOD,  ye  fhalt 
not  have  occafon  any  more  to  ufe  this  proverb  in  IfraeL  Be* 
hold,  all  fouls  are  mine;  as  the  foul  of  the  father,  fo  the  foul 
of  the  fon  is  mine;  (arid  however  I  may  temporally  vifit  the 
fms  of  tht^  fathers  upon  the  children,  yet  this  vifitation  ex- 
tends no  further,  but)  the  foul  that  fnneth,  it  fhall  die,  for 
its  own  fin,  and  not  another's.  But  if  a  man  be  juf,  and 
d\  that  zvhich  is  lawful  and  right — he  fhalljurely  live,  faith 
the  Lord  GOD.  If  he  beget  a  fon,  that  is  a  robber— fhall  ht 
iken  live  ?  He  fhall  not  live  ;  he  fhall  fur  ely  die — Yet  fay  yt^ 
why,  doth  not  the  fon  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  father?  (Tern* 
porally  he  doth,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Achan,  Korah,  and  a  thou- 
land  others  :  but  not  eternally.)  When  the  Jon  hath  done  that 
which  is  lawful  and  right  y  he  fiallfurdy  liv€.  The  foul  that 
'    Vol.  II,  Rr  fmnUh 
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fmneth  itjhalldie  ((hall  die  the  fecond  death.)  Thrfpn  ^[Iiall 
7iot  hear  the  iniquity  ofthejather,  neither  Jliall  the  father  bear 
the  iniquity  ofthdjon.  The  righteoufnejs  cj  the  righteous  Jliall 
he  upon  him,  and  the  wickedntfs  oj  the  wicked  Jhall  be  upon 
him.  Yet  yc  fay,  the  way  of  the  Lord  is  not  equal.  Hear 
now,  0  Ifraell  Is  not  my  way  equal?  (equitable,  juft)  y^rif 
7iot  your  ways  unequal  ?  When  a  righteous  mdh  turneth  away 
from  his  ripjiteoufnefs,  and  committeth  iniquity,  and  dieth  in 
them  ;  for  his  iniquity  that  he  hath  done,  fiall  he  die.  Again], 
when  the  wicked  man  turneth  away  from  his  wickednefs,  that  he 
hath  committed,  and  doth  that  which  is  lawful  and  right,  he 
Jliall  Jave  his  foul  alive, — Therefore,  I  will  judge  you,  (}  houfe 
of  1/raei !  every  one  according  to  his  ways,  faith  the  Lord 
GOD:  Repent,  and  turn  yourf elves  from  all  your  tranfgreffi- 
ens:  fo  iniquity  Jliall  7iet  be  your  ruin. 

Throughout  this  whole  paffagc  GOD  is  pleafed  to  appeal 
to  man  himfelf,  touching  thejuftice  of  his  proceedings.  And 
well  might  lie  appeal  to  our  own  confcience,  according  to 
the  account  of  them  which  is  here  given  :  but  it  is  an  ac- 
count which  all  the  art  of  man  will  never  reconcile  with  un- 
conditional reprobatioUo 

XXII I.  Do  you  think  it  will  cut  the  knot  to  fay,  **  Why^ 
**  if  GOD  might  juftly  have  paft  by  all  men  (fpeak  out,  if 
**  GOD  might  y7/y?/y  have  r^j^r^^a/^^  all  men,  for  it  comes 
"  to  the  fame  point)  then  he  may  juftly  pafs  by  fome*  But 
**  GOD  m'l^i  jiftly  have  pafied  by  all  men*'*  Are  you 
fure  he  might?  Where  is  it  written  ?  I  cannot  find  it  in  the 
word  of  GOD.  Therefore,  I  rejeft  it  as  a  bold,  precari- 
ous affertion,  utterly  unfupported  by  holy  fcripture. 

If  you  fay,  **  But  you  know  in  your  own  confcience, 
**  GOD  might  jtfily  have  paffed  hy  you  ;"  I  deny  it.  That 
GOD , might  jz^y^/)/,  for  my  unfaithfulnefs  to  his  grace,  have 
given  me  up  long  ago,  I  grant  :  but  this  conceflion  fuppofes 
nie  to  have  had  that  grace,  which  you  fay  a  reprobate  never 
liad. 

B.ut  befides,  in  making  this  fupppfition,  of  What  GOD 
might  have  juftly  done,  you  fuppofe  his  juftice  might  have 
been  feparatc  from  his   other  attributes,   from  his  mercy  in 

particular* 
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particular.  But  this  never  was,  nor  ever  will  be  :  nor  in- 
deed is  it  poflible  it  fhouM,  All  his  attributes  are  infepa- 
rably  joined  :  they  cannot  be  divided,  no,  not  for  a  moment. 
Therelore,  this  whole  argument  ftands^  not  only  on  aa  un- 
fcriptural,   but  on  an  abfurd,    impcfliblc  fuppofition. 

XXIV.  Do  you  fay,  ''  Nay,  but  it  is  jull  for  GOD  ta 
*'  pafs  by  whom  he  will,  becaufc  of  his  fovereignty  :  for  he 
'*  faith  himfclf,  ?nay  Inotav  zohct  I zcill  with  niy  own  ?  And, 
•*  liatli  not  the  potter  power  over  his  own  clay  T'  I  anfwer,  the 
former  of  thefe  fcntences  ftands  in  the  conclufion  of  that  pa- 
rable, Mat.  20.  wherein  our  Lord  reproves  the  Jews  for 
murmuring  at  GOD's  giving  the.fame  revyard  to  the  gentiles 
as  to  them.  To  qne  uf  thefe  murmure^s.  it  is  that  GOD 
fays,  Friend,  l  do  thee  no  wrong  ;  take  that  tjnne  is ,  and  go 
thy  way  :  I  will  give  unto,  this  lajl  eve%  as  unto  thee.  Then 
follows,  Is  it  net  lawful  for  me  to  do  what  I  will  with  viy 
own?  h  thine  eye  evil,  becanje  ham  good?  As  if  he  had 
laid,  "  May  I  not  give  my  own  kingdom  to  whom  I  pleafe  ? 
•*  Art  thou  angry,  becaufe  I  am  merciful  ?"  It  is  then  un- 
deniably clear,  that  GOD  does  not  here  affert  a  right  of. 
iji^probating  any  m^n.  Here  is  nothing  fpoken  oi  reproba- 
tion, bad  or  good.  Here  is  no  kind  of  reference  thereto. 
This  text  therefore  has  nothing  to  do  \\d.th  the.conclufioa 
i;  v/as  brought  to  prove. 

XX Y>  But  yoii  add,  hath  n&t  the  potter  power  over  his 
^j[z;/7^/(^jV?  Let '^sconfider  the  context  of  thefe  words  alfo.  They 
are  found  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  the  epillle  to  the  Romans; 
an  epiftle,  the  general  fcope  and  intent  of  which  is,  to  pub- 
lilh  the  eternal,  unchangeable  'Tv^chcriq^  purpofe  or  decree  of 
GOD,  lie  that  believeth,  Jliallbe  faved ;  he  that  htlieveth  not^ 
Jliall  be  damned.  The  jufUce  of  GOD  in  condemning  thofc 
that  believed  not,  and  the  neceffity  of  believing  in  order  to 
falvation,  the  apoftle  proves  at  large  in  the  three  firft  chap- 
ters, which  he  confirms  in  the  fourth  by  the  example  of 
Abraham,  In  the  former  part  of  the  fifth,  and  in  the  fixth 
chapter,  he  defcribes  the  happinefs  and  holincfs  of  true  be- 
lievers. (The  latter  part  of  the  fifth  is  a  digrelTion  concern- 
\i\g  the  extent  of  the  benefits  .flowing  from  the  death  of 
./•  .'  Chrift.) 
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Cbrift.)  In  the  feventh,  be  fhews  in  what  fenfe  believers  in 
Chrift  are  delivered  from  the  law  :  and  defcribes  the  miferable 
bondage  of  thofe  who  are  fiill  under  the  law  ;  that  is,  who  are 
truly  convinced  of  fin,  but  not  able  to  conquer  it.  In  the 
eighth,  he  again  defcribes  the  happy  liberty  of  thofe  who 
truly  believe  in  Chrift  ;  and  encourages  them  to  fufFer  for 
the  faith,  as  by  other  confiderations,  fo  by  this  in  particular, 
we  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  that 
love  GOD,  ver.  28.  to  them  that  are  called  (^hy  the  preaching 
of  his  wordj  according  to  his purpofe,  or  decree,  unalterably 
£xt  from  eternity  :  he  that  believeth,  Jhall  be  faved.  For 
'whom  he  did  foreknow,  as  believing,  h^  alfo  did  predejiinate 
to  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  Moreover,  whom  he 
did  predejlinate,  them  he  aljo  called,  by  his  word  (fo  that  term 
is  ufually  taken  in  St.  PaiiPs  epiftles ;)  and  whom  ha  called^ 
them  he  alfo  jujlified  (the  word  is  here  taken  in  its  widefl: 
fenfe,  as  including  fanftification  alfo ;)  and  whom  he  jujlifi'^ 
ed,  than  he  alfo  glorijied.  Thence  to  the  end  of  the  chap- 
ter, he  ftrongly  encourages  all  thofe,  who  had  the  love  of 
GOD  fhed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  to  have  a  good  hope, 
that  no  fufferings  fhould  ever  be  able  to  fop  ar  ate  themfoom  the 
love  of  GOD  which  is  in  Chrijl  Jefosi    '• 

XXVI.  But  as  the  apoftle  was  aware,  how  deeply  the 
Jews  w^ere  offended  at  the  whole  tenor  of  his  doftrine,  and 
more  efpecially  at  his  alferting,  1.  That  the  Jews  them- 
felves  could  not  be  faved  without  believing  in  Jefus;  and 
2.  That  thfe  heathens  by  believing  in  him,  might  partake 
of  the  fame  falvation :  he  Tpends  the  whole  ninth  chapter 
upon  them:  wherein,  1,  He  declares  the  tender  love  he 
had  for  them,  ver,  1 — 3.  2.  Allows  the  great  national 
privileges  they  enjoyed  above  any  people  under  heaven, 
ver.  4,  5.  3.  Anfwers  their  grand  objc6lion  to  his  doc- 
trine, taken  from  the  juftice  of  GOD  to  their  fathers, 
ver.  6 — 13.  4.  Removes  another  objection,  taken  from 
the  juflice  of  GOD,  interweaving  all  along  flrong  reproofs 
to  the  Jews,  for  priding  themfelves  on  thofe  privileges, 
ivhich  were  owing  meerly  to  the  gocd-pleafure  of  GOD, 
not  to  their  Fathers'  goodnefs,    any  more  *han  their  own, 

ver. 
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vcr.  14 — 23.  5.  Refumes  and  proves  by  fcripture  hjs  far- 
mer aflertion,  that  many  Jews  would  be  'loft,  and  many 
heathens  fayed,  ver.  24 — 29.  And,  laftly,  fums  up  the 
general  drift  of  this  chapter,  and  indeed  of  the  whole  epif- 
tle.  Whatjhall  we  Jay  then?  What  is  the  conclufion  from 
the  whole,  the  fum  of  all  which  has  been  fpoken  ?  Why, 
that  many  Gentiles  already  partake  of  the  great  falvation, 
and  many  Jews  fall  fhort  of  it»  Wherefore?  Becaufe  they 
would  not  receive  it  by  faith.  And  whofoever  believeth 
not,  cannot  be  faved:  wherear,  -^^knfjever  believeth  in  Ghrift, 
whether  Jew  or  Gentile,  J^/2//  not  be  ajliamed,   ver.  30—33. 

XXVIL  Thofe  words,  hath  not  the  potter  power  over  his 
own  clay  ?  are  part  of  SK  Paul's  anfwer  to  that  objection, 
that  it  was  unjuft  for  GOD  to  fhew  that  mercy  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, which  he  with-helci  from  his  own  people.  This  he 
firft  fimply  denie^,  faying,  GOD  forbid  I  And  then  obferves, 
that,  according  to  his  own  words  to  Mofes,  GOD  has  a 
right  to  fix  the  terms  on  which  he  will  filew  mercy,  which 
neither  the  will  nor  the  power  of  man  can  alter,  ver.  15, 
16:  and  to  withdraw  his  mercy  from  them,  who,  like  Pha- 
raoh, will  not  comply  with  thofe  terms,  ver.  17.  And  that 
^accordingly,  he  hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  7nercy, 
namely,  thofe  that  truly  believe:  and  whom  he  will^  namely, 
obftinate  unbelievers,   he  fuffers  to  be  hardened, 

XXVIII.  But  why  then^  fay  the  objeflors,  doth  he  find 
fault  with  thofe  that  are  hardened  ?  For  who  hath  refjled  his 
Tvill?  ver.  19.  To  this  infolent  mifconftruflion  of  what 
he  had  faid,  the  apoftle  firfl  gives  a  fevere  rebuke,  and  then 
adds^  fhall  the  thing  formed  fay  unto  him  that  formed  it^  why 
hajl  thou  made  me  thus  ?  Why  haft  thou  made  me  capable 
of  falvation,  only  on  thofe  terms  ?  None  indeed  hath  reffl^ 
rd  this  will  of  GOD:  he  that  believeth  not,  faall  he  damned. 
But  is  this  any  ground  for  arraigning  his  juftice  ?  Hath  not 
the  great  potter  power  over  his  own  clay  ;  to  make,  or  ap- 
point one  fort  of  vejfds,  namely,  believers,  to  honour^  and 
the  others  unto  difhonour?  Hath  he  not  a  right  to  diftribute 
eternal  honour  and  diflionour,  on  whatever  terms  he  pleafes? 
Efpecially,  confidering  the  goodncfs  and  patience  he  fhews, 

even 


glS       P.RED£STINATiON   CALMLY   CONSIDERED. 

even  towards  them  that  beh'evc  not:  confidering  that  whea 
they  have  provoked  him  iojliewhis  wrathy  and  to  make  the 
power  of  his  vengeance  known,  yet  he  endures  with  much 
long-Ju^tring,  even  thofc  vejfels  of  wrath,   who  had  before 

Jitted  themfelves  to  dejlrudion.  There  is  then  no  more 
room  to  reply  againfl  GOD,  for  making  his  vengeance 
known  on  thofe  vefTels  of  wrath,  than  for  making  known 
his  glorious  love  on  the  vejfds  of  mercy  whom  he  had  btr 

fore  by  iaith  prepared  for  glory:  even  us,  whom  he  hath  cal- 
led, not  of  the  Jews  only,  hut  alfo  of  the  Gentiles, 

XXIX.  I  have;  fpoke  more  largely  than  I  defigned,  ia 
order  to  (hew,  that  neither  our  Lord  in  the  above  mention- 
ed parable,  nor  St.  Paul,  in  thefe  words,  had  any  view  lo 
GOD's  fovereign  power,  as  the  ground  of  unconditional 
reprobation.  And  beware  that  you  go  no  further  therein, 
than  you  are  authorized  by  them.  Take  care,  whenever 
yo'i  fpeak  of  thefe  high  things,  to  [peak  as  the  oracles  of 
GOD.  And  if  fo,  you  will  xiq.ver  fpea.l^  of  the  fovereignty 
of  GOX),  but  in  conjunBion  with  his  atUcr  attributes. 
For  the  fcriplure  no  where  fpeaks  of  this  fingle  attribute, 
as  feparate  from  the  reft:  much  iefs  does  it  any  where  fpeak 
of  the  fovereignty  of  GOjD,  as  fingly  difpofingthe  eternal, 
ftates  of  men. .  No,  no:  ia  this  awful  v^rork,  GOD  pro. 
ceeds  according  to  the  known  rules  of  his  juftice  and  mercy^ 

XXX.  But  never  affign  his  fovereignty  as  the  caufe  why 
any  man  is  punifhed  with  everlafiing  deflrufiion.  Now 
then,  are  you  not  quite  out  of  the  w$y.?  You  are  not  iu 
the  way  which  GOD  hath  revealed^  You  are  putting  eter- 
nal happinefs  and  mifcry,  on  an  unftriptural,  and  a  very 
dreadful  footing.  iy!{uk^  the  cafe  your  own,  .  Here  are 
you,  a  fmner,  convinced  that  you  deferve  the  damnation 
of  hell  :  forrow,.  therefore,  and  fear  have  filled  your  heart. 
And  how  fhall  ypu  be  comforted  ?  By  the  promif^s  ot 
GOD ;  but  perhaps  you  have  no  part  therein,;  for  they  be- 
long only  to  the  elect.  By  the  confideration  of.  his  love 
and  tender  mercy:  but  what  are  thefe  to  you,  if  you  are 
a  reprobate  ?  GOD  does  not  love  you  at  all  :  you,  like 
Efau,   he  hath  hated   even  from   eternity.      What  ground 

t'^^?i 
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then  can  you  have  for  the  leaft  fhadow  of  hope  ?  Why, 
it  is  poffible  (that  is  all)  that  GOD's  fovereign  will  may  be 
on  your  (icle:  pojfihly,  GOD  may  fave  you,  becaufe  he 
will!  O  poor  encouragement  to  defpairing  finners !  I  fear 
Jaith  rarely  conielh  by  he  aiding  this  ! 

XXXI.  The  Sovereignty  of  GOD  is  then  never  to  be 
brought  fo  fupercede  his  juftice.  And  this  is  the  prefent 
pbjeftion  againft  unconditional  reprobation  (the  plain  con- 
fequence  of  unconditional  eieftion  ;)  it  flatly  contradiQs, 
indeed  utterly  overthrows,  the  fcripture-account  of  the  juf- 
tice  of  GOD.  This  has  been  proved  in  general  already; 
let  us  now  weigh  a  few  particulars.  And  i.  The  fcripture 
defcribes  GOD  as  the  judge  of  the  earth.  But  how  fhal! 
GOD  in  julHce  judge  the  world?  (O  confider  this,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  GOD,  with  reverence  and  godly  fear  i) 
How  Ihal'l  GOD  in  juftice  judge  the  world,  if  there  be 
iny  decree  of  reprobation  ?  On  this  fuppofnion,  what  fhould 
thofe  on  the  left-hand  be  condemned  for  ?  For  their  having 
done  evil  ?  They  could  not  help  it.  There  never  was  a 
time,  when  they  could  have  helped  it.  GOD,  you  fay, 
tif  old'  ordained  them  to  this  condemnation.  And  zcho  hath 
re/ijled  his  will?  He  fold  them,  you  fay,  to  work  wickednefs, 
even  from  their  mother's  womb.  lie  gave  them  up  to  a 
-reprobate  mind,  or  ever  they  hung  upon  their  mother  s  breaji. 
Shall  he  then  condemn  them  for  what  they  could  not  help? 
Shall  the  juft,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  adjudge  millions  of 
men  tq  cverlafting  pain>  becaufe  their  blood  moved  in  their 
veins?  Nay,  this  they  tnight  have  helped  by  putting  an  end 
to  their  own  lives.  But  could  they  even  thus  haveefcaped 
from  fin  ?  Not  without  that  grace  which  you  fuppofe  GOD 
had  abfolutely  determined  never  to  give  them.  And  yet  you 
fuppofe  him  to  fend  them  into  eternal  fire  for  not  efcaping 
from  fin  !  That  is,  in  plain  terms,  for  not  having  that  grace, 
which  GOD  had  decreed  thev  (hould  never  have  !  O  ftranor 
jijflice  !  What  a  pifture  do  you  draw  of  the  Judge  of  ali 
the  earth? 

XXXII.  Are  they  not  rather  condemned,   for  not  doing 
good,  according  to  thofe  folemri  word.s  of  the  great  Juage, 

Ihpart^. 
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Departy  ye  curfed-^For  I  was  an  hujigertd,  and  ye  gave  7n6 
no  meat :  I  ti^as  thirjiy,  and  ye  gave  me  no  dnnk :   ajiranger^ 
and  ye  took  me  not  in  :  naked,  and  ye  clothed  me  not ;  Jick 
and  in  prifon^  and  ye   vijited  me  not.      Then  Jhall  they  an-^ 
Jwer — But  how  much  better  an  anfwer  do  yo»  put  into  their 
mouths?  \]\iOi\  your  fuppofition,  might  they  not  fay  (O  con- 
fider  it  well,  in  meeknefs  and  fear  !)   Lord,  we  might  have 
done    the  outward  work :  but  thou  knoweft^  it  Would  but 
have    increafed   our  damnation.      We   might  have   fed  the 
hungry,  given  drink  to  the  thhfly,  and  covered  the  naked 
with  a  garment.      But  all  thefe  works  without  xhy  fpecial 
grace,   which  we  never  had,   nor  pofTibly  could  have,  (feeing 
thou  haft  eternally  decreedto  w^ith-hold  it  from  us)  would  on- 
ly have  been  fplendid  fins.     They  would  only  have  heated 
the  furnace  of  hell  feven  times  hotter  than  before.      Upon, 
your  fuppofition,  might  they  not  fay,   "  Righteous  art  thou, 
"  O  Lord,   yet  let  us  plead  with  thee.      O  why  doft  thou 
*'  condemn  us  for  not  doing  good  ?    Was  it  poffible  for  u» 
*'  to  do  any  thing  well?  Did  we  ever  abufe  the  power  of  do- 
*'  inggood?  We  never  received  it,   and  that  thou  knoweft. 
**  Wilt  thou,  the  Holy  One,  the  Juft,  condemn  us  for  not  doing 
•'  what  we  never  had  the  power  to  do  ?  Wilt  thou  condemrt 
"  us  for  not  cafting  down  the  ftars  from  heaven ;  for  not  hold- 
**  ing  the  winds  in  our  fiii  ?  Why,  it  was  as  poffible  for  us  to 
•'  do  this,  as  to  do  any  work  acceptable"  in  thy  fight !   O 
"  Lord,    corrcft  us,  but  with  judgment !  and  before  thou 
•*  plungeft  us  into  everlafting  fire,   let  us"  know  how  it  was 
"  ever  poffible  for  us  to  efcape  the  damnation  of  hell." 

XXXin,  Or  how  could  they  have  efcaped  (fuppofe  you 
afiign  that,  as  the  caufe  of  their  condemnation)  from  inward 
fi-n  ;  from  evil  defircs  ;  from  unholy  tempers  and  vile  affefti- 
ens?  Were  they  ever  able  to  deliver  their  own  fouls;  to 
refcue  themfelves  from  this  inward  hell  ?  If  fo,  their  not 
doing  it  might  juftly  be  laid  to  their  charge,  and  would  leave 
tliem  without  excufe.  But  it  was  not  fo  :  ihey  never  were 
able  to  deliver  their  own  fouls  :  they  never  had  power  to 
refcue  themfelves  from  the  hands  of  thefe  bofom-enemies. 
This  talent  was  never  put  into  their  hands.     How  then  can 

they 
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th^y  be  condemned  for  hiding  it  in  the  earth  ;  for  non-im- 
provement of  what  they  never  had  ?  Who  is  able  to  purify 
a  corrupt  heart  ?  to  bring  a  clean  thing  yut  of  an  unclean  ? 
Is  man,  mere  man,  fufficient  for  this?  No  certainly  :  GOD 
alone.  To  him  only  can  the  polluted  of  heart  fay,  Lord 
if  thou  wilt,  thou  canfl  make  7ne  clean.  But  what  it  he  an- 
fvver,  *'  I  will  not,  becaufe  I  will  not :  be  thou  unclean  ftill." 
Will  GOD  doom  that  man  to  the  bottomlefs  pit  becaufe  of 
that  uncleannefs,  which  he  C(9z//^not  fave  himfelf  from,  and 
which  GOD  could  hax^e  faved  him  from,  but  would  not  ? 
Verily,  were  an  earthly  king  to  execute  fuch  juftice  as  this 
upon  his  helplefs  fubjefts,  it  might  well  be  expefled  that 
the  vengeance  of  the  Lord  would  foon  fweep  him  from  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

[Continued  at  page  365.] 


^  SERMON     XIX. 

On  1  Corinthians  xiil.  1,  2,3. 

Though  Ifpeak  with  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels,  and 
have  not  charity,  lam  become  as  founding  brafs,  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal. 

And  though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  underfand  all 
myf  cries,  and  all  knowledge  ;  and  though  I  have  all  faiths 
fo  as  to  remove  ?nountains,  and  have  not  charity,   I  am  nO" 
thing. 

And  though  I  beflow  all  my  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  givt 
my  body  to  be  burned,  and  have  not  charity^  itprofteth  me  no^ 
thing, 

E  know,   All  fcripture   is  given    by   infpiration  of 

GOD,   and  is   therefore  true  and  right  concerning 

all  things.      But  we  know    likewife,   that   there   are   fome 

fcriptures  which  more  immediately  commend  themfcives  to 

every  man's  confciencc.      In  this  rank  we  may  place  the  paf- 

VoL,  II.  Ss  fage 
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fage  beto^  us  :  there  are  fcarce  any  tliat  obje^  to  it.  On 
the  contrary,  the  generality  of  men  very  readily  appeal  to  it, 
Nothinrx  is  more  common  than  to  find  eVen  thofe  who  deny 
the  authority  of  the  holy  fcripturcs,  yet  affirming,  *'  This  is 
my  religion  :  that  which  is  defcribed  in  the  thirteenth  chap- 
ter of  the  Corinthians."  Nay,  even  a  Jev\%  Dr.  Nunes,  a 
»S^^/22/7z  phyfician,  then  fettled  at  5^i;^72Wz,  in  Gd^r^i/2,  ufed 
to  fay,  with  great  earneftnefs,  "  That  Paul  of  Tarfus  w^as 
onfe  of  the  finell  writers  I  have  ever  read.  I  wi(h  the  thir- 
teenth  chapter  of  his  firfi;  letter  to  the  Corinthians,  were  wrote 
in  letters  of  gold.  And  I  wifh  every  Jew  were  to  carry  it 
with  him  w^herever  he  went."  He  judged,  (and  herein  he 
certainly  judged  right)  that  this  fingle  chapter  contained  the 
whole  of  true  religion.  It  contains  whatjoevtr  things  are 
jiift,  whatfoever  things  are  pure,  whatfoever  things  are  lovely  : 
ij  there  be  any  virtue,  ij  there  be  any  pfaife,  it  is  all  contain- 
ed in  this. 

In  order  to  fee  this  in  the  cleareft   light,  we  may  con- 
fider, 

Firft,   What  tbfe  charity  here  fpoken  of,  is  : 

Secondly,  What  thofe  things  are,  which  are  ufually  put 
in  the  place  of  it.      We  may  then, 

Thirdly,   Obferve,  that  neither  any   of  therri,  nor  all  of 
them  put  together,   can  fupply  the  want  of  it. 

I.    1.   We  are,   firft,   to  confider.   What  this  charity  is? 
what  is  the  nature,   and  what  are  the  properties  of  it  ? 

St.  P^z//'swordisA7^^ji,exa6lly  anfwerihg  to  the  plain  £/?- 
gliJJi  word,  love.  And  accordingly  it  is  fo  rendered  in  all 
the  old  tranflations  of  the  Bible.  So  it  flood  in  lVillia?n 
Tindal's  Bible,  which  I  fuppofe  was  the  firfl  EngliJIi  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  whole  Bible.  So  it  was  alfo  in  the  Bible  pub- 
lifhed  in  London,  by  the  authority  of  king  Henry  the  eighth  ; 
fo  it  was  likewife  in  all  the  editions  of  the  Bible  that  were 
fucceffively  publifhed  in  England  during  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  ih^  fixth,  queen  Elizabeth,  and  king  JameS  the  firfl. 
Nay,  fo  it  is  found  in  the  Bibles  of  king  Charles  the  firfl's 
reign  :  I  believe  to  the  period  of  it.  The  firfl  Bibles  I  havd 
feen  wherein  the  word  was  changed,   were  thofe  printed  by 

Roger 
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Roger  Daniel,  and  John  Field,  printers  to  the  Parliament,  in 
the  year  1649.  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  aheration  was 
piade  during  the  reign  of  the  Long-Parliament:  then  it  was  that 
the  Latin  vvorcl  charity  was  put  in  the  place  of  the  plain  En- 
glijli  word  love.  It  was  an  unhappy  hour  this  alteration  was 
made;  the  ill  effefls  of  it  remain  to  this  day:  and  thefe 
may  be  obferved  not  only  among  the  poor  and  illiterate  ; 
not  only  thoufands  of  common  men  a,^d  women,  no  more 
undcrftand  the  wwd  charity,  than  they  do  the  original 
Greek;  but  the  fame  miferable  miftake  has  diffufed  itfelf 
among  men  of  education  and  learning.  Thoyfands  of  thefe 
5flfo  are  mifl.e.d  thereby,  and  irnagine  that  the  charity  treated 
of  in  this  chapter  refers  chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  to  outward 
aflions,  and  m.eans  little  more  than  almfgiving,  I  have  heard 
many  fermons  preached  upon  th.i^  chapter  :  particularly  be- 
fore the  univerfity  o(  Oxford.  And  I  never  heard  more  than 
one,  whereia  the  meaning  of  it  was  got  totally  mifrepre- 
fented.  But  had  the  old  and  proper  word,  love,  been  retain- 
ed, there  would  have  been  no  room  for  mifreprefentation, 

2.  But  what  kind  of  love  is  that;  whereof  the  apoftle  is 
fpeaking  throughout  the  chapter  ?  Many  perfons  of  emi- 
nent learning  and  piety  apprehend  that  it  is  the  love  of  GOD. 
But  from  reading  the  whole  chapter  numberlcfs  times,  and 
confidering  it  in  every  light,  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded  that 
what  St.  Paul  is  here  direftly  fpeaking  of,  is  the  love  of  our 
neighbour.  I  believe  whoever  carefully  weighs  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  difcourfe,  will  be  fully  convinced  of  this.  But 
it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  fuch  a  love  of  our  neighbour,  as 
can  only  fpring  from  the  love  of  GOD.  And  whence  does 
this  love  of  GOD  flow  ?  Only  from  that  faith  which  is  of 
the  operation  pf  GOD  :  which  whoever  has,  has  a  direft  evi- 
dence, that  GOD  was  in  Chrijl^  reconciling  the  world  unto 
himftlf.  When  this  is  particularly  applied  to  his  heart,  fo 
that  he  can  fay,  with  humble  boldnefs.  The  life  which  I  now 
live,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  GOD,  who  loved  me,  and 
frave  himfelf  for  vie  :  then,  and  not  till  then,  the  love  of  GOD 
isfhed  abroad  in  his  heart.  And  this  love  fweetly  conftrains 
j^im  to  love  every  child  of  man  with  the  love  which  is  here 

fpoken 
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fpoken  of:  not  with  a  love  of  efteem  or  of  complaifance  ; 
for  this  can  have  no  place,  with  regard  to  thofe,  who  ar^,  (if 
not  his  perfonal  enemies,  yet)  enemies  to  GOD  and  their 
own  fouls ;   but  with  a  love  of  benevolence,   of  tender  good- 
will to  all  the  fouls  that  GOD  has  made. 

3.  But  it  may  be  alked,  "  If  there  be  no  true  love  of 
our  neighbours,  but  that  which  fprlngs  from  the  love  cif 
GOD;  and  if  the  love  of  GOD  flows  from  no  other  foun- 
tain  than  faith  in  the  fon  of  GOD  :  does  it  not  follow  that 
the  whole  heathen  world  is  excluded  from  all  poflibility  of 
falvation?  Seeing  they  are  cut  off  from  faith:  for  faith 
cometh  by  hearing.  And  how  fhall  they  hear  without  a 
preacher?"  I  anfwer,  St.  PauVs  words,  fpoken  on  another 
occafion,  are  applicable  to  this,   What   the-  law  fpeaketh,  it 

fpeaketh  to  than  that  are  under  the  law.  Accordingly  that 
fentence,  He  that  believeth  not,  Jhall  be  damned,  is  fpoken 
of  them  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  preached.  Others  it  does 
not  concern,  and  we  are  not  required  to  determine  any 
thing  touching  their  final  ftate.  How  it  will  plcafe  GOD, 
the  judge  of  all,  to  deal  with  them,  V'e  may  leave  to  GOP 
himfelf.  Only  this  we  know,  that  he  is  not  the  GOD  of 
the  Chrifiians  only,  but  the  GOD,  of  the  ^eathens  alfo  : 
that  he  is  rich  in  mercy  to  all  that  call  upon  him,  according 
i,o  the  light  they  have:  and  that  in  every  nation,  he  thatfear- 
eth  GOD  and  worketh  righteoiifnefs  is  accepted  of  him. 

4.  But  to  return.  This  is  the  nature  of  that  love,  where- 
of the  apoftle  is  here  fpeaking.  But  what  are  the  proper- 
ties of  it,  the  fruits  which  are  infeparable  from  it  ?  The 
apoftle  reckons  up  many  of  thefe;  but  the  principal  of 
them  are  thefe. 

Firil,  Love  is  not  puffed  zip.  As  is  the  meafure  of  love, 
fo  is  the  meafure  of  humility.  Nothing  himibles  the  foul 
fo  deeply  as  love;  it  calls  out  all  *'  high  conceits,  engen- 
dering pride,"  all  arrogance  and  over-weaning,  makes  us 
little,  and  poor,  and  bafe,  and  vile  in  our  own  eyes.  It 
abafes  us  both  before  GOD  and  man ;  makes  us  ^villing  to 
be  the  leaft  of  all,  and  the  fervants  of  all,  and  teaches   us 

to 
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10  fay,  **  a  mote  in  the  fun-beam  is  little,  but  I  am  infinite- 
ly lefs  in  the  prefence  of  GOD." 

5.  Secondly,  Love  is  not  provoked,  Om  T^vefent  Englijk 
tranflatlon  renders  it,  is  not  ea/ily  provoked.  But  hp\y  did  the 
word  ea^ly  come  in  ?  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  it  in  the  text: 
the  words  of  the  appftic  arc  fimply  thefe,  ov  -x-oc^ilvnrxh  U 
it  not  probable,  it  was  inferted  by  the  traqflators  with  a  de- 
fign  to  excufe  St.  Paul,  for  fear  his  praftice  (hould  appear 
to  contradift  his  doftrine?  For  we  ^-ead  ASs  xv.  ver.  36, 
and  feq.  And  /p me  days  after,  Paul  /aid  unto  Barnabas^ 
let  us  go  again  and  vijit  our  brethren  in  every  city,  where 
we  have  preached  the  word  of  th,e^  Lord^  and  fee  how  they  do. 
And  Barnabas  determined  to  take  with  them.  John,  whofe  ftr- 
name  was  Mark.  But  Paul  thought  not  good,  to  take  him 
with  them  who  departed  from  the  work*  And  the  contention 
was fo  fiarp  between    the?n,  (hat  they  departed  afinder  one 

from  the  other:  and  fo  Barnabas  took  Mark,  and  failed  for 
Cyprus:  and  Paul  chofe  Silas,  and  departed;  being  recom- 
mended by  the  brethren  unto  the  grace  of  GOD.  And  he  wtnt 
through  Syria  ancl  Cilicia,   confirming  the  churches, 

6.  Would  not  any  one  think,  on  reading  thefe  words, 
that  they  were  both  equally  (harp  ?  That  Paul  was  juft  as 
hot  as  Barnabas^  and  as  much  wanting  in  love  as  he?  Eiit 
the  text  fays  no  fuch  thing,  as  will  be  plain,  if  we  confi- 
der  fiift  the  occafion.  When  St.  P^ul  propofed,  that  tliey 
fhould  again  vift  the  brethren  in  every  city,  where  they  had 
preached  the  word,  fo  far  they  were  agreed.  And  Barnabas 
determined  to  take  with  him  John,  becaufe  he  was  his  fifter's 
fon,  without  receiving  or  afl^ing  St.  Paul's  advice.  But 
Paul  thought  not  good  to  take  Mm  with  them  who  had  depart- 
ed from  them  from  Pajnphylia  (either  through  lloth  or  cow- 
ardice) and  meni  not  with  them  to  ike  work.  And  undoubt- 
edly he  thought  right:  he  had  reafon  on  his  fide.  The  fol- 
lowing words  are  'Eysvsro  i^v  ;7-«^o|v^^,d<r ;  literally.  And  there 
was  aft  of  anger.  It  does  not  fay,  in  St.  Paul,  probably 
it  was  in  Barnabas  alone,  who  thus  fupplied  the  want  of 
reafon  with  paflion :  fo  they  departed  afunder.  And  Barna- 
bas refoxved  to  have  his  own  way,  did  as  his  nephew  had 

done 
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done  before,  departed  from  the  wark^  took  Mark  with  hw\ 
-^xi^  failed  to  Cyprus,  But  Paul  went  on  in  his  work,  he- 
ing  recommended  by  the  brethren,  to  the  grace  of  GOD ; 
(which  Barnabas  feems  not  to  have  fiaid  for,)  and  he  wen^ 
through  Syria  and  Cilicia,  confirming  the  churches.  From 
the  whole  account,  it  does  not  appear  that  St.  Paul  was  ia 
any  fault:  th.^t  he  either  felt  any  temper,  or  fpoke  any 
WQi'd,  contrary  to  the  law  of  love.  Therefore  uot  being 
in  any  fault,  he  does  not  need  any  excufe. 

7.  Certainly  he  who  is  full  of  love  is  gentle  towards^  all 
men.  He  in  meeknefs  injlruds  ihoje  that  oppofe  themfclves^ 
that  oppofe  what  he  loves  the  moft,  even  the  truth  of  GOD, 
or  that  holinefs,  without  which  no  man  fhall  fee  the  Lord; 
not  knowing  but  GOD  pcxadventure  may  bring  them  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  However  provoked,  he  does  not 
return  evil  for  evil,  or  railing  for  railing.      Yea,   he  bleffts 

ihoje  that  curfe  him,  and  do^^s  good  to  thera  that  defpitefully 
ufe  him  and  perfecuU  him.  He  is  not  overcome  ofevil^  but 
always  overcomes  evil  with  good. 

8.  Thirdly,  Love  is  long  fuffering,  \i  endures  noi  ?i  {e\f^^ 
affronts,  reproaches,  injuries:  but  all  things  which  GOD 
is  pleafed  to  permit  either  men  or  devils  to  inflift.  It  arms 
the  foul  with  inyiojablc  patience :  not  haifli,  ftoical  patience, 
but  yielding  as  the  air,  which  making  no  refinance  to  the 
ftroke,  receives  r^o  harm  thereby.  The  lover  oi  mankind 
remembers  hirn  who  fuffered  for  us,  leaving  us  an  example 
that  we  might  tread  in  his  feps.  Accordingly,  if  his  ene^ 
my  hunger^  he  feeds  him\  if  he  thirft,  he  gives  him  drink; 
and  by  fo  doing,  he  h^aps  coals  of  fire,  of  melting  love, 
upon  his  head.  And  many  waters  cannot  quench  this  love: 
neither  can  even  the  floods  of  ingratitude  drown  it, 

II.  1.  We  are,  fecondly,  to  enquire,  what  thofe  things 
are,  which  it  is  commonly  fuppofed  will  fupply  the  place 
of  love.  And  the  firft  of  thefe  is  eloquence :  a  faculty  of 
talking  well,  particularly  on  religious  fubjecls-  Men  are 
generally  inclined  to  think  well  of  one  that  talks  well.  If 
lie  fpeaks  properly  and  fluently  of  GOD,  and  the  things 
of  GOD,   v/ho  can  doubt  of  his  being  in  GOD's  favour  ? 

And 
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And  it  is  very    natural  for  him,   to  think  well  of  himfelf, 
to  have  as  favourable  an  opinion  of  himfeU  as  others  have. 

2.  But  men  of  refleftion  are  not  fatisfied  with  this :  they 
are  not  content  with  a  flood  of  words.  They  prefer  think- 
ing before  talking,  and  judge,  one  that  knows  much  is  far 
preferable  to  one  that  talks  much.  And  it  is  certam,  know- 
ledge is  an  excellehtgift  of  GOD;  particularly  knowledge 
of  the  holy  fcriptuies,  in  which  are  contained  all  the  depths 
of  divine  knowledge  and  wifdom..  Hence  it  is  generally 
thought  that  a  man  of  much  knowledge,  knowledge  of  fcrip- 
ture  in  particular,  muft  not  only  be  in  the  favour  of  GOD, 
but  likewife  enjoy  a  high  degree  of  it. 

3.  But  men  of  deeper  refleftion  are  apt  to  fay,  '*  I  lay 
no  flrefs  upon  any  other  knowledge,  but  the  knowledge  of 
GOD  by  faith.  Faith  is  the  only  knowledge,  which  in  the 
fight  of  GOD  is  of  great  price.  IVe  are  faved  by  faith  ; 
by  faith  alone:  this  is  the  one  thing  needful.  He  that  be- 
lieveth,  and  he  alone,  fhall  be  faved  everlaftingly."  There 
is  rnuch  truth  in  this:  it  is  unqueflionably  true,  that  we 
arc  faved  by  faith :  confequently,  that  he  that  believeth  fkall 
be  faved^  and  he  that  believeth  not^  fliall  be  damned. 

4.  But  fome  men  will  fay,  with  the  apoftle  James,  fhew 
me  thy  faith  without  thy  works ^  (if  thou  canft;  but  indeed 
it  is  impofTible,)  and  I  will  fhew  thee  my  faith  by  my  works. 
And  many  are  hereby  induced  to  think,  that  good  works, 
works  of  piety  and  mercy,  are  of  far  more  confequencc 
than  faith  itfelf,  and  will  fupply  the  want  of  every  other 
qualification  for  heaven.  Indeed  this  feems  to  be  the  ge- 
neral fentiment,  not  only  of  the  members  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  but  of  proteltants  alfo;  not  of  the  giddy  and  thought- 
lefs,   but  the  ferious  members  of  the  church  of  En^^land. 

5.  And  this  cannot  be  denied,  our  Lord  himfelf  hath  faid.^ 
Ye  fhall  know  them  by  their  fruits  :  by  their  works  ye  know 
them  that  believe,  and  them  that  believe  not.  But  yet  ic 
may  be  doubted,  whether  there  is  not  a  furer  proof  of  the 
fincerity  of  our  faith,  than  even  our  works  :  that  is,  our 
willingly  fuffering  for  righteoufnefs'  fake  :  cfpecialiy,  if  af- 
t<:r  fuffering  reproach,  and  pain,   and   lofs   oi    friends  and 

fubftance* 
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Tiibfiance,  a  man  gives  up  life  itfelf,  yea,  by  a  fliameful  and 
painful  death,  by  giving  his  body  to  be  burned,  rather  thait 
he  would  give  up  faith  and  a  good  confcience,  by  neglefting 
his  known  duty. 

6.  it  is  proper  to  obferve  here,  firfl,  What  a  beautiful 
gradation  there  is,  each  rifing  above  the  other,  in  the  enu- 
meration of  thofe  feveral  things,  which  fome  or  other  of 
thofe  that  are  called  chriftians,  and  are  tifually  accounted  fo, 
really  believe,  will  fupply  the  abfence  of  love.  St.  Paul 
begins  at  the  loweft  point ;  talking  welly  and  advances  ftep 
by  ftep,  every  one  rifing  higher  than  the  preceding,  till  he 
comes  to  the  higheft  of  all.  A  ftep  above  eloquence  is 
knowledge  :  faith  is  a  ftep  above  this.  Good-works  are  a 
ftep  above  that  faith.  And  even  above  this,  is  fuffering  for 
righteoufnefs'  fake.  Nothing  is  higher  than  this,  but  chrifti- 
an  love  :  the  love  of  our  neighbour  flowing  from  the  love 
of  GOD. 

7.  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  fecondly,  That  whatevel^ 
paffes  for  religion  in  any  part  of  the  thriftian  world,  (whe- 
ther it  be  a  part  of  religion,  or  no  part  at  all,  but  either 
folly,  fuperftition,  or  wickednefs,)  may  with  very  little  dif- 
ficulty be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of  thefe  heads.  Every 
thing  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  religion,  either  by  Proteftants 
or  Romanifts,  and  is  not,  is  contained  under  one  or  other  of 
thefe  five  particulars.  Make  trial,  as  often  as  you  pleafe^ 
with  any  thing  that  is  called  religion,  but  improperly  fo 
called,  and  you  will  find  the  rule  to  hold  without  any  ex- 
ception. 

III.  1.  I  am  now  Iri  the  third  place  to  deironftrate,  to  all 
w^ho  have  ears  to  hear,  who  do  not  harden  themfelves  againft 
conviftion,  that  neither  any  one  of  thefe  five  qualifications, 
yior  all  of  them  together,  will  avail  any  thing  before  GOD^ 
without  the  love  above  defcribed. 

In  order  to  do  this  in  the  cleareft  mannerj  we  may  con- 
fider  them  one  by  one.  And  firft.  Though  I  f peak  with  the 
tongues  of  men  and  of  angels  ;  with  an  eloquence  fuch  as  ne- 
ver was  found  in  man,  conccining  the  nature,  attributes  and 
works  of  GOD,  whether  of  creation  or  providence  :  though 

I  were 
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I  were  not  herein  a  whit  behind  the  chief  of  the  apoflles, 
preaching  like  St.  Peter^  and  praying  like  St.  John  :  yet 
iinlefs  humble,  gentle,  patient  love  be  the  ruling  temper  of 
my  foul,  I  am  no  better  in  the  judgment  of  GOD,  than 
founding  bra/s^  or  a  fumbling  cymbal.  The  higheft  elo- 
quence therefore  either  in  private  converfation,  or  in  pub- 
lic miniflrations  ;  the  brighteft  talents  either  for  preaching 
or  prayer,  if  they  were  not  joined  with  humble,  meek,  and 
patient  refignation,  might  fink  me  the  deeper  into  hell,  but 
will  not  bring  me  one  fiep  nearer  heaven. 

2.  A  plain  inftance  may  illufirate  this.  I  knew  a  young 
man  between  fifty  and  fixty  years  ago,  who,  during  the 
courfe  of  feveral  years,  never  endeavoured  to  convince  any 
one  of  a  religious  truth,  but  he  was  convinced  :  and  he  ne- 
ver endeavoured  to  perfuade  any  one  to  engage  in  a  religious 
praSice,  but  he  was  perfuaded  ;  what  then  ?  All  that  pow- 
er of  convincing  fpeech,  ail  that  force  of  perfuafion,  if  it 
was  not  joined  with  meeknefs  and  lowlinefs^  with  refigna- 
tion and  patient  love,  would  no  more  qualify  him  for  the 
fruition  of  GOD,  than  a  clear  voice,  or  a  fine  complexion. 
Nay,  it  v/ould  rather  procure  him  a  hotter  place  in  evcr- 
lafling  burnings. 

3.  Secondly,  though  I  had  the  gift  of  prophecy,  of  fore- 
telling thofe  future  events  which  no  creature  can  forefee ; 
and  though  I  underfiand  all  the  myficries  of  nature,  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  of  the  word  of  GOD  ;  and  all  knowledge,  of 
things  divine  or  human,  that  any  mortal  ever  attained  to  : 
though  I  could  explain  the  mod  myfterious  pafTages  of 
Daniel,  of  Ezekiel,  and  the  Revelation  :  yet  if  I  have  not  hu- 
mility, gentlencfs  and  refignation,  I  a?n  nothing  m  the  fight 
of  GOD. 

A  little  before  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war  in  Flanders, 
one  who  came  from  thence,  gave  us  a  very  flrange  relation. 
1  knew  not' what  judgment  to  form  of  this  ;  but  waited  till 
fohn  Haim  fhould  come  over,  of  whofe  veracity  I  could  no 
more  doubt,  than  of  his  underftanding.  The  account  he 
gave  was  this.  **  Jonathan  Pyrah  was  a  member  of  our  fo- 
cietv  in  Flanders.      I  knew  him  fome  years,  and  knew  him 

Vol.  II.  Tt  to 
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to  be  a  man  of  an  unblam cable  charafler.  One  day  lie  wa^ 
fummoned  to  appear  before  the  board  of  general  officers. 
One  of  them  faid,  What  is  this  which  we  hear  of  you  ?  We 
hear  you  are  turned  prophet,  and  that  you  foretel  the  do^n- 
fal  of  the  bloody  houfe  of  Bourbon^  aird  the  haughty  houfe 
of  Aiijlria.  We  fhould  be  glad,  if  you  were  a  real  prophet, 
and  if  your  prophecies  came  true.  But  what  fign  do  you  give, 
to  convince  us  that  you  are  fo  ?  and  that  your  prediftions 
wall  come  to  pafs  ?  He  readily  anfwered,  **  Gentlemen,  1 
give  you  a  fign.  To-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock,  you  fhall 
have  fuch  a  ftorm  of  thunder  and  lightning,  as  you  never 
had  before  fince  you  came  into  Flandersi  I  give  you  a  fe- 
cond  fign  :  as  little  as  any  of  you  expeft  any  fuch  thing,  as 
little  appearance  of  it  as  there  is  now,  you  fhall  have  a  gene- 
ral engagement  with  the  French  within  three  days.  I  give 
you  a  third  fign:  I  fhall  be  ordered  toadvancc  in  the  firft  line. 
If  I  am  a  falfe  prophet,  I  fhall  be  fhot  dead,  at  the  very  firft 
difcharge.  But  if  I  am  a  true  prophet,  I  fhall  only  receive 
a  mufket-ball  in  the  calf  of  my  left  leg."  At  twelve  the  next 
day  there  was  fuch  thunder  and  lightning  as  they  never  had 
before  in  Flanders,  On  the  third  day,  contrary  to  all  ex- 
peftation,  was  the  general  battle  oS.  Fontenoy,  He  was' or- 
dered to  advance  in  the  firft  line.  And  at  the  very  firfl  dif- 
charge^    he  did  receive  a  mufket-ball  in  the  calf  of  his  left 

leg. 

4.  And  yet  all  this  profited  him  nothing,  either  for  tem- 
poral or  eternal  happinefs.  When  the  war  was  over,  he 
returned  to  England  ;  but  the  flory  was  got  before  him  :  in 
confequenceof  which  he  was  fentforby  thecountefs  oi  St — s^ 
and  fevcral  other  perfons  of  quality,  who  were  defirous  to  re- 
ceive fo  furprifing  an  account  from  his  own  mouth.  He 
could  not  bear  fuch  honour.  It  quite  turned  his  brain.  In 
a  little  time  he  ran  flark  mad  :  and  fo  he  continues  to  this 
day,  living  flillj  as  I  apprehend,  on  Webfey-Mobrfide  within 
a  few  miles  of  Leeds. 

5.  And  what  would  it  profit  a  man  to  have  all  knowledge, 
even  that  which  is  infinitely  preferable  to  all  other,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  holy  fcripture  ?   1   knew  a  young  man^  about 

twenty 
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twenty  years  ago,  who  was  fo  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  Bible,  that  if  he  was  queftloned  concerning  any  Hebrew 
word  in  the  Old,  or  any  Greek  word  in  the  New  Teftament, 
he  would  tell,  after  a  little  paufe,  not  only  how  often  the 
one  or  the  other  occurred  in  the  Bible,  but  alfo  what  it 
meant  in  every  place.  Kis  name  was  ^'  Thomas  Waljli.  Such 
a  mafter  of  biblic  knowledge  1  never  faw  before,  and  never 
expeft  to  fee  again.  Yet  if  with  all  his  knowledge  he  had 
been  void  of  love,  if  he  had  been  proud,  paffionate  or  im- 
patient, he  and  all  his  knowledge  would  have  pcriflied  toge- 
ther,   as  fure  as  ever  he  was  born. 

6.  And  though  I  have  all  faith,  fo  that  I  could  remove 
mountains-— The.  faith  which  is  able  to  do  this,  cannot  be 
the  fruit  of  vain  imagination,  a  mere  madman's  dream,  a 
fyftem  of  opinions ;  but  muft  be  a  real  work  of  GOD. 
Otherwife  it  could  not  have  fuch  an  effeft.  Yet  if  this 
faith  does  not  work  by  love,  if  it  does  not»  produce  unlver- 
fal  holinefs,  if  it  does  not  bring  forth  lowlinefs,  meeknefs 
and  refignation,  it  will  profit  me  nothing.  This  is  as  cer- 
tain a  truth  as  any  that  is  delivered  in  the  whole  oracles  of 
GOD.  All  faith  that  is,  that  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be, 
feparate  from  tender  benevolence  to  every  child  of  man, 
friend  or  foe,  Chriftian,  Jew,  Heretic  or  Pagan  ;  feparate 
from  gentlenefs  to  all  men  ;  feparate  from  refignation  in  all 
events,  and  contentedncfs  in  all  conditions:  is  not  the  faith 
of  a  Chriftian,  and  will  ftand  us  in  no  ftead  before  the  face 
of  GOD. 

7.  Hear  ye  this,  All  you  that  arc  called  Methodifts. 
You  of  all  men  living  are  moft  concerned  herein.  You 
conftantly  fpeak  of  falvation  by  faith:  and  you  are  in  the 
right  for  fo  doing.  You  maintain,  one  and  all,  that  a  man 
is  juftified  by  faith,  without  the  works  of  the  law.  And 
you  cannot  do  otherwife,  without  giving  up  the  Bible,  and 
betraying  your  own  fouls.  You  infift  upon  it,  that  we  are 
faved  by  faith;  and  undoubtedly  fo  we  are.  But  confider 
mean  time,  that  let  us  have  ever  fo  much  faith,  and  be  our 
faith  ever  fo  ftrong,  it  will  never  fave  us  from  hell,  imlefs 

*  His  journal,  written  by  himfeJf,  is  extant, 
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it  now  fave  us  from  all  unholy  tempers;  from  pride,  paffion, 
impatience ;  from  all  arrogance  of  fpirit,  all  haughtinefs 
and  overbearing:  from  wrath,  anger,  bitternefs:  from  dif- 
content,  murmuring,  iretfulnefs,  peevifhnefs.  '  We  are  of 
all  m.en  moft  inexcufable,  if  having  been  fo  frequently 
(Tuarded  againfl  that  Itrong  delufion,  we  ftill,  while  we  in- 
dulge any  of  thefe  tempers,  blefs  ourfclves,  and  dream  we 
are  in-  the  way  to  heaven! 

8.  Fourthly,  Although  I  give  all  my  goods  to  feed  the,  poor^ 
though  I  divide  all  my  real,  and  all  my  perfonal  eftate  into 
fraall  portions,  (fo  the  original  word  properly  fignifies,)  and 
diligently  beftow  it  on  thofe  who,  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 
are  the  moft  proper  objefls  :  yet  if  I  am  proud,  paftionate, 
or  difcontented  ;  if  I  give  way  to  any  of  thefe  tempers  ; 
whatever  good  I  may  do  to  others,  I  do  none  to  my  own 
foul.  O  how  pitiable  a  cafe  is  this  !  Who  would  not  grieve, 
that  thefe  beneficent  men  fiiould  lofe  all  their  labour  !  It  is. 
true,  many  of  them  have  a  reward  in  this  world,  if  not  be- 
fore, yet  after  their  death.  They  have  coftly  and  pompous 
funerals.  They  have  marble  monuments  of  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  workmanlhip.  They  have  epitaphs,  wrote  in  the  moft 
elegant  ftrain,  which  extol  their  virtues  to  the  fkies.  Per- 
haps they  have  yearly  orations  fppken  over  them,  to  tranfmit 
their  memory  to  all  generations.  So  have  many  founders  of 
religious  houfes,  of  colleges,  alms-houfes,  and  moft  charit- 
able inftitutions.  And  it  is  an  allowed  rule,  that  none  can 
exceed  in  the  praife  of  the  founder  of  his  houfe,  college  or 
hofpital.  '  But  fiill  what  a  poor  reward  is  this  \  will  it  add 
to  their  comfort  or  to  their  mifery,  fuppofe  (which  rpuft  be 
the  cafe,  if  they  did  not  die  in  faith)  that  they  are  in  the 
hands  of  the  devil  and  his  angels  !  What  infults,  what  cut- 
ting reproaches  would  thefe  things  occafion,  from  their  in- 
fernal companions  !  O  that  they  ,were  wife !  that  all  thofe 
who  are  zealous  of  good  works,  would  put  them  in  their 
proper  place  !  would  not  imagine,  they  can  fupply  the  want 
of  holy  tempers ;  but  take  care,  that  they  may  fpring  from 
them  ! 

9.  How 
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9.  How  exceeding  flrange  muft  this  found  in  the  ears  of 
moft  of  thofe  who  are,  by  the  courtefy  of  their  country, 
called  chriftians!  But  ftranger  ftill  is  that  aflertion  of  the 
apoftle,  which  comes  in  the  laft  place:  Although  I  give  my 
body  to  he  burned,  and  have  not  love,  it  projiteth  me  nothing. 
Although,  rather  than  deny  the  faith,  rather  than  commit 
a  known  fin,  or  omit  a  known  duty,  I  voluntarily  fubmit 
to  a  cruel  death,  deliver  vp  my  body  to  be  burned:  yet,  if 
I  am  under  the  power  of  pride,  or  anger,  or  fretfulnefs, 
it  projiteth  ine  nothing, 

10.  Perhaps  this  may  be  illuftrated  by  an  example.  We 
have  a  remarkable  account  in  the  trafts  of  Dr.  Geddes  (a 
civilian)  who  was  Envoy  from  queen  Ann  to  the  court  of 
Portugal,  in  the  latter  end  of  her  reign.  He  was  prefent  at 
one  of  thofe  auto  de  fes,  (afts  of  faiih,)  wherein  the  Ro- 
man inquifitors  burn  heretics  alive.  One  of  the  perfons 
who  was  then  brought  out  for  execution,  having  been  con- 
fined in.  the  dungeons  of  the  inquifition,  had  not  feen  the 
fun  for  many  years.  It  proved  a  bright,  fun-fiiiny  day- 
Looking  up,  he  cried  out  in  furprife,  *'  O  how  can  any 
■one  who  fees  that  glorious  luminary,  worlhip  any  but  the 
GOD  that  made  it !"  A  friar  ftanding  by,  ordered  them  to 
run  an  iron  gag  through  his  lips,  that  he  might  fpeak  no 
more.  Now  what  did  that  poor  man  feel  within,  when 
this  order  was  executed?  Jf  he  faid  in  his  hearty  though 
he  could  not  utter  it  with  his  lips,  Father,  J  or  give  them;  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do,  undoubtedly  the  angels  of  GOD 
were  ready  to  carry  his  foul  into  Abraham*s  bofom.  But 
if  inftead  of  this,  he  cherifhed  the  refentment  in  his  heart, 
which  he  could  not  exprefs  with  his  tongue,  although  his- 
body  was  confumed  by  the  flames,  I  will  not  fay  his  foul 
went  to  paradife. 

11.  The  fum  of  all  that  has  been  obferved,  is  this: 
Whatever  I  fpeak,  whatever  I  know,  whatever  I  believe, 
whatever  I  do,  whatever  I  fuffer:  if  I  have  not  the  faith 
that  worketh  by  love,  that  produces  love  to  GOD  and  all 
mankind,  I  am  not  in  the  narrow  way  which  leadeth  to 
life;  but  in  the  broad  road  tliat  leadeth  to  deltruftion.      In 

other 
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Other  words :  whatever  eloquence  I  have,  whatever  natural 
pr  fupernatural  knowledge;  whatever  faith  I  have  receivctl 
from  GOD:  whatever  works  I  do,  whether  of  piety  or 
mercy:  whatever  fufferings  I  undergo  for  confcience'  fake, 
even  though  I  refill  unto  blood:  all  thefe  things  put  toge- 
ther, however  applauded  of  men,  will  avail  nothing  before 
GOD,  unlefs  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  can  fay 
in  all  thmgs,  Noi  as  I  will,  but  as  thou  wilt. 

12.  We  conclude  from  the  whole,  (and  it  can  never  be 
too  much  inculcated,  becaufe  all  the  world  votes  on  the 
other  fide,)  That  true  religion,  in  the  very  eflence  of  it,  is 
ixothing  fliort  of  holy  tempers.  Confequently  all  other  re- 
ligion, whatever  name  it  bears,  whether  Pagan,  Mahome- 
tan, Jewifh  or  Chriftian:  whether  Popifli  or  Proteftant, 
Lutheran  or  Reformed;  without  thcfe,  is  lighter  than  va- 
nity itfelf. 

13,  Let  every  man  therefore  that  has  a  foul  to  be  faved, 
fee  that  he  fecure  this  one  point.  With  all  his  eloquence, 
his  knowledge,  hisjaith,  works  and  fufferings,  let  him  hold. 
faft  this  one  thing  needful.  He  that  through  tbc  power  o£ 
faith,  endureth  to  the  end  in  humble,  gentle,  patient  love;, 
he  and  he  alone  fhall,  through  the  merits  of  Chrift,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  from  the  foundation  of  the  worlds 

Londony  0£lober  15,   1784. 


An  extract 

-OftheR^v^  xMr,  JOHN  WESLEY's  Joubinal, 

From  Auguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ifl,  1739^ 
[Continued  from  page  £86.] 

THURSDAY  25.  While  I  was  preaching  at  Newgate 
on  thefe  words,   He  that  helieveth  hath  &uerlafling  Ufi 
I  was  infenfibly  led,  without  any  previous  defign,  to  declare 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly  and  explicitly,  that  GOD  willeth  all  men  to  be  thus 
faved;  and  to  pray  that  *'  if  this  were  not  the  truth  of 
"  GOD,  he  would  not  fuffer  the  blind  to  go  out  of  the 
"  way;  but  if  it  were,  he  would  bear  witnefs  to  his  word." 
Immediately  one,  and  another,  and  another  funk  to  the 
earth:  they  dropped  on  every  fide  as  thunderftruck.  One 
of  them  cried  aloud.  We  befought  GOD  in  her  behalf, 
and  he  turned  her  heavinefs  into  joy.  A  fecond  being  in 
the  fame  agony,  we  called  upon  GOD  for  her  alfo ;  and 
he  fpoke  peace  unto  her  foul.  In  the  evening,  I  was  again 
preft  in  fpirit  to  declare,  that  Chv'ifi  gave  hi  mf elf  a  ranfom 
for  all.  And  almoft  before  we  called  upon  him,  to  fet  to 
bis  feal,  he  anfwered:  one  was  fo  wounded  by  the  fword 
of  the  fpirit,  that  you  would  have  imagined  fliq  could  not 
live  a  moment.  But  immediately  his  abundant  kindnefs 
was  fhewed,  and  fhe  loudly  fang  of  his  righteoufnefs. 

Friday  26.  All  Newgate  rang  with  the  cries  ot  thofe 
whom  the  word  of  GOD  cut  to  the  heart.  Two  of  whom 
were  in  a  moment  filled  with  joy,  to  the  aftonifliment  of 
thofe  that  beheld  them. 

Sunday  28.  I  declared  theyr^^  grace  of  GOD  to  about 
4000  people,  from  thofe  words.   He  that /pared  not  his  own 
Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  fiall  he  not  with 
him  alfo  freely  give   us   all  things  ?     At  that  hour  it  was, 
that  one  who  had  long  continued  in  fin,   from  a  defpair  of 
finding  mercy,   received  a  full,   clear  fenfe  of  his  pardoning 
love,  and  power  to  fin   no  more.      I  then  went  to  Clifton 
(a  mile  from  Briflol)  at  the  minifter's  defire,   who  was  dan- 
geroufly  ill,    and  thence    returned   to  a  little  plain,    near 
Hannam-mount,    where   about   3000  were  prefent.      After 
dinner  I  went  to  Clifton  again.      The  church  was  quite  full 
at  the  prayers  and  fermon,   as  was   the  church-yard  at  the 
burial  that  followed.      From  CI f ton  w^e  went  to  Rofe-green, 
where    were  (by  computation)  near    7000,    and  thence    to 
Gloucefer-lane  fociety.      After  which  was  our  firfl:  love-feafl: 
in  Bildwin-ftreet.      O  how  has  GOD  renewed  my  ftrength! 
Who   ufed  ten  years  ago  to   be  fo  faint   and   weary,   with 
preaching  twice  in  one  day! 

Monday  29. 
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Monday  29.  Wc  underftood  that  many  were  offended  at 
(he  cries  of  thofc  on  whom  the  power  of  GOD  came : 
among  whom  was  a  phyfician,  who  was  much  afraid,  there 
might  be  fraud  or  impofture  in  the  cafe.  To-day  one  whom 
he  had  known  many  years,  was  the  firft  (while  I  was  preach- 
ing in  NezvgateJ  who  broke  out  into  Jfrong  cries  and  tears. 
He  could  hardly  believe  his  own  eyes  and  ears.  He  went 
and  flood  clofe  to  her,  and  obferved  every  fymptom,  till 
great  drops  of  fwcat  ran  down  her  face,  and  all  her  bones 
fhook.  He  then  knew  not  what  to  think,  being  clearly 
convinced,  it  w^as  not  fraud,  nor  yet  any  natural  diforder. 
But  when  both  her  foul  and  body  were  healed  in  a  mo- 
ment, he  acknowledged  the  finger  of  GOD. 

Tuefday,  May  1.  Many  were  offended  again,  and  indeed, 
much  more  than  before.  For  at  Baldwin-Jlreet  my  voice 
could  fcarce  be  heard,  amidft  the  groanings  of  fome,  and 
the  cries  of  others,  calling  aloud  to  hi?n  that  is  mighty  to 
fave.  I  defircd  all  that  were  fincere  of  heart,  to  bcfeech 
with  me  the  Prince  exalted  for  us,  that  he  would  proclaim 
deliverance  to  the  captives.  And  he  foon  fhewed  that  he 
heard  our  voice.  Many  of  thofe  who  had  been  long  in 
darknefs,  faw  the  dawn  of  a  great  light:  and  ten  perfons 
(I  afterwards  found)  then  began  to  fay  in  faith,  My  Lord 
and  7nv  GOD! 

A  Quaker ,  who  flood  by,  was  not  a  little  difpleafed  at  the 
dijjimiilation  of  thefe  creatures,  and  was  biting  his  lips  and 
knitting  his  brows,  when  he  dropped  down  as  thundcr- 
ftruck.  The  agony  he  was  in,  was  even  terrible  to  be- 
hold. We  befought  GOD,  not  to  lay  folly  to  his  charge. 
And  he  foon  lifted  up  his  head  and  cried  aloud,  *'  Now 
I  know,   thou  art  a  prophet  of  the  Lord." 

Wednefday  2.  At  Newgate,  another  mourner  was  com- 
forlcd.  I  was  dcfired  to  Hep  thence  to  a  neighbouring 
lioufe  to  fee  a  letter  wrote  againfl:  me,  as  a  deceiver  of 
the  people,  by  teaching  that  GOTi  zcilleth  all  men  to  befa- 
ved.  One  who  long  had  alferted  the  contrary  was  there, 
when  a  young  woman,  came,  in  (who  could  fay  before,  **  I 
know    that  my  Redeemer  liveth")  all  in  tears   and  in  deep 

anguifii 
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^nguifh  of  fpirit.  She  fald,  "  (he  had  been  reafoning  with 
heifelf,  how  thcfe  things  could  be,  till  {he  was  perplexed 
moTt  and  more,  and  (he  now  found  the  Spirit  of  GOD  waj; 
departed  from  her/'  We  began  to  pray,  and  (he  cried 
out,  **  he  is  come!  he  is  come!  I  again  rejoice  in  GOD 
my  Saviour."  Juft  as  we  rofe  from  giving  thanks,  another 
perfon  reeled  four  or  five  fteps,  and  then  dropped  down* 
We  prayed  with  her,  and  left  her  flroilgly  convinced  ot  fm, 
and  earneflly  groaning  for  deliverance. 

I  did  not  mention  one  J^ — n  H — n,  a  weaver,  who  was 
at  Baldwin-Jlreet  the  night  before.      He  v/as  (I  underflood) 
a  man  of  a  regular  life  and  converfation,   one  that  conftant-- 
ly  attended  the  public  prayers  and  facrament,  and  was  zeal- 
ous for  the  church,   and  again  ft  diflenters  of  every  denomina-* 
tion.      Being  informed  ihdii  peopU  fell  inio  Ji  range  fits  at  the 
focieties,  he  came  to  fee  and  judge  for  himfelf.      But  he  was 
lefs  fatisfied  than  before  ;  infomuch  that  he  went  about  to  his 
acquaintance  one  after  another,   till  one  in  the  morning,  and 
laboured  above  meafure  to  convince  them  '*  it  was  a  delufion 
of  the  devil."      We  were  going  home,  when  one  met  us  in 
the   flreet  and  informed  us,  **  jf — n  H — was  fallen  raving 
mad,"      It  feems  he  had  fet  down  to  dinner,   but  had  a  mind 
firft  to  end  a  fermon  he  had  borrowed  on  **  Salvation  by 
faith."   In  reading  the  laft  page,   he  changed  colour,  fell  off 
his  chair,   and  began  fcreaming  terribly  and  beating  himfelf 
againft  the  ground.   The  neighbours  were  alarmed  and  flock- 
ed together  to  the  houfe.      Between  one  and  two  I  came  in ^ 
and  found  him  on  the  floor,  the  room  being  full  of  people, 
whom  his  wife  would  have  kept  without ;   but  he  cried  aloud^ 
"  No  ;  let  them  all  come,  let  all  the  world  fee  the  juft  judg- 
ment of  GOD."     Two  or  three  men  were  holding  him  as 
well  as  they  could.    He  immediately  fixed  his  eyes  upon  7?ie^ 
and  ftretching  out  his  hand,  cried,  "  Ay,  this  is  he,   who  I 
**  faid  was  a  deceiver  of  the  people.  But  GOD  has  overtaken 
**  me.    I  fdid  it  was  all  a  delufion.    But  this  is  no  delufion." 
He  then  roared  out,  "  O  thou  devil!  thou  curfcd  devil !  Yea, 
thou  legion  of  devils  !  thou  canft  not  ftay;      Chrift  will  caft 
thee  out.      1  I^no.w  his  work  is  begun.     Tear  iriC  to  pieces, 

V0L.IL  Uu  if 


338  THE  JOURNAL  Of   THE  REVD,  J6hn  WESLE¥. 

thou  wilt ;  bat  thou  canft  not  hurt  me."  He  then  beat  hlnt- 
felf  agalnli;  the  groutid  again  ;  his  breaft  heaving  at  the  fame 
time,  as  in  the  pangs  of  death,  and  great  drops  of  fweat 
trickling  down  his  face.  We  all  betook  ourfelves  to  prayer. 
His  pangs  ceafed,  and  both  his  body  and  foul  were  fet  at  li^ 
berty. 

Thence  I  went  to  BaptiJl-MiUs,  and  declared  him  whom 
GOD  hath  exalted  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  re* 
■pentance  unto  Ifrael  and  remijjion  ofjins.  Returning  to  Jf — « 
// — ,  we  found  his  voice  was  loft,  and  his  body  weak  as  that 
of  an  infant.  But  his  foul  was  in  peace,  full  of  love,  and 
rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  GOD. 

The  women  of  our  fociety  met  at  feven.  During  our 
prayer,  one  of  them  fell  into  a  violent  agony  j  but  foon  after 
begati  to  cry  out  with  confidence,  My  Lord,  and  7ny  GOD  ! 
Sat,  5. 1  preached  at  the  defire  of  an  unknown  corfefpondent, 
on  thofe  excellent  words,  (if  well  underflood,  as  recommend- 
ing faith,  refignation,  patience,  meeknefs)  Beflilly  and  know 
that  I  am  GOD. 

Sunday  6.  I  prestched  in  the  morning,  to  5  or  6000  peo-. 
pie,  on.  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as  little  children^ 
ye  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  (The  fame 
word's  oil  which  I  preached  the  next  day,  and  on  Wed,  at 
Baptifl- Mills.)  On  Uanfiam-Mount  I  preached  to  about  threes 
thoufand,  on,  The  f crip ture  hath  Concluded  all  under  fin  :  At 
two  at  Clifton  church,  on  Chrift  oitr  wifdom,  righteoufnfs^ 
fanSif  cation,  and  redemption  ;  and  about  five,  at  Rofe-Green 
on  the  Promife  by  faith  of  Jefus  Chrijl  which  is  giyen  to  them 
that  believe. 

Monday  7.  I  was  preparing  to  fet  out  for  Pensford,  hav- 
ing now  had  leave  to  preach  in  the  church,  when  I  received 
the  following  note: 

Sir,  Our  minifler^  having  been  informed  you  are  he. fit 
yourfelf  does  not  care  you  Jhould  preach  in  any  of  his  church^ 
es. — I  went  however,  and  on  Priefi-Down,  about  half  2i 
mile  from  Pmsford,  preached  Chrift  our  wifdom,  righteotij' 
nefs,  fanBif  cation  and  redemption. 

Tufday  8.  I  went  to  Bath,  but  was  not  fuffered  to  be  in 
the  meadow  where  I  was  befca^e  ;  which  occafioned  the  offer 

of 
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©f  a  much  more  convenient  place;  where  I  preached  Chrlfl 
40  about  1000  fouls. 

Wtdncfday  9.  We  took  pofieflion  of  a  piece  of  ground, 
near  St.  James\  church-yard,  in  the  Horfe-Fair,  where  it 
was  defigned  to  build  a  room,  large  enough  to  contain  both 
the  focieties  of  Nicholas  and  Baldzuin-Jlred,  and  fuch  of  their 
acquaintance  as  might  defire  to  be  prefent  with  them,  at  fuch 
times  as  the  fcripture  w^s  expounded.  And  on  Sat,  12,  the 
firft  ftone  was  laid,  with  the  voice  of  praife  and  thankfgiving. 

I  had  not  at  firft  the  leaft  apprehenfion  or  defign,  of  be- 
ing perfonally  engaged,  either  in  the  expence  of  this  work, 
cr  in  the  direfiion  of  it  ;  having  appointed  eleven  feoffees, 
on  whom  I  fuppofed  thefe  burthens  v/ould  fall  of  courfe. 
But  I  quickly  found  my  Iniftake  ;  firft  with  regard  to  the 
expence  :  for  the  whole  undertaking  muft  have  ftood  ftill, 
had  not  I  immediately  taken  upon  myfelf  the  payment  of  all 
the  workmen  ;  fq  that  before  I  knew  where  I  was,  I  had 
contrafted  a  debt  of  more  than  an  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
And  this  I  was  to  difcharge  how  I  could;  the  fubfcriptions 
of  both  focieties  not  amounting  to  one  quarter  of  the  fum. 
And  as  to  the  dire&ion  of  the  work,  I  prefently  received 
letters  from  m.y  friends  in  London,  Mr.  Whitejidd  in  parti- 
cular, backed  with  a  meffageby  one  juft  come  from  thence, 
that  neither  he  nor  they  w^ould'  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  building,  neither  contribute  apy. thing  towards  it^  unlefs 
I  would  inftantly  difcharge  all  feoffees,  and  do  every  thing 
in  my  own  name.  Many  reafons  they  gave  for  this  ;  but 
one  was  enough,  viz.  *'  That  fuch  feoffees  always  would  have 
"  it  in  their  power  to  controul  me,  and  if  I  preached  not 
<*  as  they  liked,  to  turn  me  out  of  the  room  I  had  built.'* 
I  accordingly  yielded  to  their  advice,  and  calling  all  the  feoffees 
together^cancclled  (no  man  oppofing)  the  inftrument  made 
before,  and  took  the  whole  management  into  my  own  hands, 
JVloney,  it  is  true,  I  had  not,  nor  any  human  profpeft  or 
probability  of  procuring  it.  But  I  knew  the  earth  is  the 
J^prd's  and  the  fulnefs  thereof^  and  in  his  name  fet  out,  no- 
ihipg  doubting. 

[Continued  at  page  390.] 
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*        [Continued from  page  296.] 

(4  T^O  give  you  a  clear  view  of  this,  I  ne^d  only  tran-. 
X      fcribe  part  of  a  letter,  which  flie  wrote  to   me^ 
May  23,    1757. 

•'My  deareft  friend, 
The  Lord  has  been  indeed  merciful,  above  all  we  can 
afk  or  think.  I  found  a  greater  blefling  the  laft  time  I  was 
with  you  than  ever.  I  am  more  enabled  to  prayer,  and 
•to  an  earneft  feeking  after  holinefs.  But  what  moll  ftirs 
me  up  is,  I  feem  to  hear  the  Lord  calling  upon  me,-  *'  Z)^-^ 
^art  yCy  depart  ye:  go  ye  out  thence:  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing:  be  ye  clean^  that  bear  the  vejfels  of  the  Lord''  For 
fome  time  thefe  words  have  been  much  in  my  mind,  with 
both  pleafure  and  profit.  But  within  this  day  or  two,  the 
Lord  has  more  clearly  (hewn  me  the  way  wherein  I  ought 
to  walk.  He  feems  to  call  me  out  to  more  aQivenefs; 
fo  that  I  am  ready  to  cry  out,  *  what  wouldft  thou  have  mc. 
to  do?'  Then  I  eonfider,  can  I  do  any  more  for  the  fouls 
or  bodies  of  the  poor  about  me?  But  this  does  not  feem 
to  be  the  thing.  What  I  am  now  led  to  wifh  for  is,  by  the 
grace  of  GOD,  to  be  wholly  given  up  to  the  church.  I 
plainly  fee,  I  have  no  more  to  do  with  the  world,  than  to 
allow  myfelf  the  neceffaries  of  life.  And  though  it  has 
pleafed  GOD  that  I  have  no  need  to  work  for  my  living, 
yet  furely  that  is  no  reafon  my  hand  fhould  be  idle.  I 
W'Ould  be  like  thofe  defcribed,  1  Tim.  v.  10.  To  bring  up 
children,  to  lodge  f  rangers,  to  be  ready  to  do  the  meanefl 
offices  for  the  faints:  to  relieve  the  abided,  to  vifit  the  fa- 
iherlefs  and  widow,  and  diligently  to  follow  every  good  work* 
O  pray  for  mc  that  the  Lor4  may  {horten  his  work  in  me, 
and  quickly  make  an  end  of  fin!  O  that  he  would  fay  to 
my  foul,  thou  art  all  fair  ^  my  love!   There  is  no  f pot  in  thee. 

O  when 
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0  when  fhall  I  be  wholly  given  up,  both  body  and  foul, 
to  him  who  gave  himfelf  for  me!" 

"  I  admired  the  fpirit  of  this  letter;  but  little  expefted 
to  fee  thefe  good  defires  brought  fo  fully  into  praflice,  as 
they  were  in  a  few  years  after.  And  this  may  fuffice  as  a 
clear  proof,  that  GOD  fulfils  the  defires  of  them  that  fear 
him ;  yea,  and  fliews  them  the  path,  wherein  he  would 
have  them  to  walk.  That  her  light  given  before  was  not 
delufive,  is  plain;  as  it  is  well  known,  how  many  years  (he 
has  brought  up  children,  lodged  Jlr angers,  relieved  the  af- 
ilifted,   and  diligently  followed  every  good  work. 

'*  With  regard  to  the  dear  faint,  that  is  now  fwallowed 
vip  in  his  beloved  employment,  praife  and  adoration,  it  is  ' 
eight  or  nine  and  twenty  years,  fince  I  was  firfl:  favoured 
with  his  heavenly  converfation  in  company  with  Mr.  Waljh 
and  a  few  other  friends,  mod  of  whom  are  now  in  the 
world  of  fpirits.  At  thefe  feafons^  how  fiequeniiy  diJ  we 
feel, 

**  The  o'erwhelming  power  of  faving  grace  !" 
How  frequently  were  we   filenced   thereby,   while  tears  of 
love  our  eyes  o'erflowxd  !   It  fweetly  affetls  my  foul,  while 

1  recolleft  the  humility,  fervor  of  fpirit  and  ftrength  of 
faith,  with  which  dear  Mr.  Fletcher  fo  often  poured  out 
Jiis  ,foul  before  the  Great  Three  One,  at  whofe  feet  we  have 
lain  in  holy  (hame  and  divine  filence,  till  it  feemed  earth 
was  turned  to  heaven!  With  what  delight  does  my  foul 
j-ecall  thofe  precious  moments  !  Yet  a  little  while,  and  we 
lliall  all  magnify  his  name  together. 

f*  This  heavenly-minded  fervant  of  the  Lord  refembled 
him  likewife  in  his  love  to  precious  fouls.  I  heard  him 
preach  his  firft  fermon  at  Weft-flreet  chapel.  I  think  his 
text  was.  Repent,  for  the  kingdom  oj  heaven  is  at  hand. 
His  fpirit  appeared  in  his  whole  attitude  and  a61;ion,  though 
he  could  not  well  find  words  in  the  Englifli  language  to 
exprefs  himfelf:  but  he  fupplied  that  defetl:,  by  offering  up 
prayers,  tears,  and  fighs  abundantly.  Nearly  about  this 
time  he  faw  Mifs  Bofanquet,  and  began  his  acquaintance 
with  her.     But  although  they  had  a  particular  elleem  for 

each 
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each  Other,  yet  they  had  no  correfpondence  for  above  tweH-^ 
ty  years.  It  was  not  till  the  yearly  conference  drew  near, 
in  July  1781,  that  he  paid  her  a  vifit  at  her  own  houfe 
near  Leeds.  They  had  much  convcrfation  together,  and 
contrafl:cd  an  intimate  acquaintance.  After  a  few  days, 
Mifs  Bofanquet  afked  Mr.  Wejleys  advice,  concerning  Mr. 
Fletcher  s  propofal,  who  approved  it  entirely,  being  per- 
fiiaded,  it  would  be  much  to  the  glory  of  GOD.  He  fpent 
much  of  his  time  at  Crofs-hally  Mifs  Bofanquet'^  houfe,  till 
the  following  January.  His  general  converfaj:ion  was  praif- 
ing  GOD,  and  fpeaking  of  the  love  of  our  dear  Redeem- 
er. He  took  opportunities  hkewife  of  fpeaking  to  every 
one  in  the  family,  concerning  the  ftate  of  their  fouls,  and 
giving  them  from  time  to  time  fuch  dire£lIons  as  were  fuit- 
able  thereto.  At  other  times,  he  met  us  all  together,  and 
gave  us  proper  exhortations  and  direflions.  Our  daily 
meals  were  as  a  facr^ment.  When  he  drank  to  any  one^ 
it  was,  **  heavenly  health,"  or  "  the  cup  of  falvation."  At, 
or  after  the  meal,  he  generally  begun,  or  called  us  to  be-» 
gin  that  verfe, 

,  "  Still,  O  my  foul,  prolong 
The  never-ceafing  fong  ! 
Chrlft  my  theme,  my  hope,  my  joy^ 

His  be  ^11  my  happy  days  ! 
Praife  my  every  hour  employ: 

Every  breath  be  fpent  in  praife!" 

After  dinner  he  often  fung  fevcral  yerfes  of  the  hymn  caU 
led  primitive  chriftianity:  particularly  thofe  lines, 

**  O  that  my  Lord  would  count  me  meet, 
To  wafh  his  dear  difciples'  feet  !*' 

Sometimes  he  read  many  of  thofe  verfcs  with  tears  flreamr 
ing  down  his  face.  Thus  did  he  walk  with  GOD,  filled 
with  the  fpirit  of  his  beloved  Lord:  confirming  his  love 
to  all  the  family,  and  caring  both  for  tlieir  fpiritual  and 
temporal  concerns, 

<*  My 
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"  My  foul  was  much  affefted,  when  he  afked  each  of  us, 
in  a  fweet,  humble  manner,  Can  you  give  me  your  friend  ? 
to  think  of  parting  was  indeed  grievous  to  us  all.  Yet  we 
did  not  dare  to  withhold  her  from  him  :  as  we  all  believed 
the  union  was  of  GOD,  and  would  be  to  their  prefcnt  and 
eternal  benefit.  The  firft  fermon  which  he  preached  in  Leeds^ 
on  the  Sunday  morning  before  the  conference,  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  any  that  heard  it,  who  defire  to  be  perfeft  in 
love.  He  preached  in  many  places  while  in  Yorkjliire,  and 
to  numerous  congregations.  I  have  heard  of  many  who  were 
greatly  bleft  thereby  :  fome  convinced,  others  fet  at  liberty. 
And  whenever  he  either  preached  or  converfed,  the  comforts 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft  were  multiplied. 

**  Monday,   November  12,   was  the  day  appointed  for  the 
outward  uniting  of  thofe,   whofe  hearts  were  before  united 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.      In  the  morning  feveral  friends  met  to- 
gether on  this  folemn  occafion  :    who  can  all,  as  well  as  I, 
truly  fay,  I  have  been  at  one  Chriftian  wedding.      Jefus  was 
invited,   and  truly  he  was  at  our  Cana.      We  reached  Crofs- 
hall  before  family  pra)ers  :   Mr.  FUtchtr  was  dreffed  in  his 
canonicals  :   and  after  giving  out  one  of  Mr.  Wejlty%  marri- 
age hymns,  he  read  the  feventh,   eighth  and  ninth  verfes  of 
the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the  Revelation  :  and  fpoke  from 
them  in  fuch  a  manner,   as  greatly  tended  to  fpiritualize  the 
folemnities  of  the  day.      He  faid,   **  We  invite  you  to  our 
wedding  :   but  the  Holy  Ghoft  here  invites  you  to  the  mar* 
riage  of  the  Lamb.      The  bride,   the  Lamb's  wife,   has  made 
herfelf  ready.      This  bride  confifts  of  the  whole  church  tri- 
umphant and  militant  united  together.      Ye  may  all  be  the 
bride,  and  Jefus   will  condefcend   to  be    the   bridegroom* 
Make  yourfelf  ready  by  being  filled  with  the  Spirit."      He 
was  very  folemn  in  prayer,  and  laid,   **  Lord,  thou  knoweft, 
we  would  not  take  this  ftep,   if  we  had  not  eternity  in  view, 
and  if  we  were  not  as  willing  to  be  carried  into  the  church- 
yard^   as  to  go  into  the  church.**      At  breakfaft  he  reminded 
us,   the  poftilions  are  now  ready  to  carry  us  to  the  church, 
in  order  to  fee  our  nuptials  folemnized  ;   but  death  will  foon 
fee  here,  to  tranfport  us  to  the  marriage  of  the  L^imb. 

-  On 
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"  On  the  way  to  the  church  \^Ba^/ey  church,  which  was 
near  two  miles  ofF]  he  fpoke  much  of  the  myftery  which  is 
couched  under  marriage,  namely  the  union  between  Chrift 
and  his  church.  '*  The  firft  Adam,  faid  he,  received  his 
wife  from  his  fide  :  our  heavenly  Adam  purchafed  his  bride 
by  a  fountain  opened  in  his  pierced  fide."  They  were  mar- 
ried in  the  face  of  the  congregation  ;  the  doors  were  open- 
ed, and  every  one  came  in  that  would.  We  then  returned 
home,  and  fpent  a  confidcrable  time  in  finging  and  prayer* 
We  were  near  tvvcnty  of  us.  I  then  prefented  Mrs.  Fktch^ 
€r  with  fome  wedding  hymns.  She  looked  them  over,  and 
gave  them  to  Mr.  Fletcher,  He  read  the  fcripture  at  the 
top,  namely,  Hujlands  love  your  wives  :  and  added,  As  Chrijl 
loved  the  church.  Then  turning  to  us,  he  faid.  My  GOD, 
what  a  tafk  !  help  me,  my  friends,  by  your  prayers  to  ful- 
fil it.  As  Chrifl:  loved  the  church  !  He  laid  afide  his  glory 
tor  her!  he  fubmitied  to  he  born  Into  our  world  ;  to  be 
clothed  with  a  human  body,  fubjeft  to  all  our  finlefs  infirmi- 
ties. He  endured  fharne,  contempt,  pain,-  yea,  death  itfelf 
for  his  church  !  O  my  GOD,  none  is  able  to  fulfil  this  tafk 
without  thine  almighty  aid.  Help  me,  O  my  GOD  !  Pray 
for  me,   O  my  friends ! 

"He  next  read,  Wives,  fuhrfiit  yourfelves  to  your  cwrtt 
hufbands.  Mrs.  Fletcher  added,  As  unto  the  Lord,  Well, 
my  dear,  returned  Mr.  Fletcher,  Only  in  the  Lord.  And 
if  ever  I  wifii  you  to  do  any  thing  otherwife,  refifl  me  with 
all  your  might.  From  dinner,  which  was  a  fpiritual  meal^ 
as  well  as  a  natural  one,  until  tea-time,  our  time  was  fpent 
chiefly  in  fervent  prayer  or  finging.  After  finging  the  cove- 
nant hymn,  Mr.  Fletcher  went  to  Mrs.  Fletcher  and  faid  to 
her,  *'  Well,  my  dearefl  friend,  will  you  join  with  me  in 
joining  ourfelves  in  a  perpetual  covenant  to  the  Lord  ?  Will 
you  with  me  ferve  him  in  his  members  ?  Will  you  help  me 
to  bring  fouls  to  the  blefTed  Redeemer  ?  and  in  every  pofTi* 
ble  way  this  day,  lay  yourfelf  under  the  flrongeft  ties  you 
can,  to  help  me  to  glorify  my  gracious  Lord  ?"  She  anfwer- 
ed,  like  one  that  knew  wherein  her  ftrength  lay,  "  May  my 
**  GOD  help  me  fo  to  da !'' 

''  in 
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^*  In  the  evening  Mr.  Valton  preached  In  the  hall  from 
thorc  mod  fultable  words,  Whatjhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord 
for  ail  his  benejits  ?  I  will  take  the  cup  offalvation,  and  call 
upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.  His  words  did  not  fall  to  the 
ground:  many  were  greatly  refrefhed.  After  preaching,  there 
was  a  fweet  conteft  among  us  :  every  one  thought,  I  in  par- 
ticular owe  the  greatell  debt  of  praife  :  till  we  jointly  agreed 
to  fing, 

"  ril  praife  my  Maker,  while  I've  breath, 
And  when  my  voice  is  loft  in  death, 

Praife  (hall  employ  my  nobler  powers : 
My  days  of  praife  fhall  ne'er  be  paft, 
While  life,  or  thought,   or  being  laft, 

Or  immortality  endures." 

"  On  the  Wednefday  following  the  felefl:  fociety  met ; 
Ind  it  was  a  precious  feafon.  Among  other  things  Mr.  Fietch^ 
er  faid,  **  Some  of  you  perhaps  may  be  a  little  furprized  at 
the  ftep  my  deareft  friend  and  I  have  taken.  But  I  affure 
you,  it  was  the  refult  of  much  prayer  and  mature  deHbera- 
tion.  Five  and  twenty  years  ago,  when  I  firft  faw  my  dear 
wife,  I  thought,  if  I  ever  married,  fhe  (hould  be  the  perfon* 
But  flie  Was  too  rich  for  me  to  think  of.  So  I  banifhed  eve- 
ry thought  of  the  kind.  For  many  years  after,  I  had  a 
diftafte  to  a  married  life,  thinking  ic  impofTible  to  be  as  much 
devoted  to  GOD  in  a  married  as  irl  a  fingle  life.  But  this 
objeftion  was  removed,  by  reading  Enoch  begat  fons  and 
daughters.  And  Erioch.  walked  with  GOD,  and  was  npt : 
for  GOD  took  him.  I  then  faw,  if  Enoch  at  the  head  of  a 
family  might  walk  with  GOD,  and  be  fit  for  tranflation  ;  our 
fouls  under  the  gofpel-difpenfation  might  attain  the  highefl: 
degree  of  hoHnefs  in  a  fimilar  ftate,  if  too  great  an  attach- 
tnent  leading  the  foul/r^;?z  GOD,  rather  than  to  him  did 
tiot  take  place  :  inftead  of  that,  which  fhould  be  a  means  of 
increafing  its  union  with  Jefus.  Yet  ftill  many  obftacles 
Hood  in  the  way  :  but  at  length  they  were  all  removed.  Eve- 
ry mountain  became  a  plain,  and  we  are  both  well  affured, 
that  the  ftep  we  took  had  the  full  approbation  of  GOD." 

You  II.  X  X        *  ''  On 
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"  On  January  2,  1782,  we  had  a  very  folehin  parting.. 
But  in  the  midft  of  all  the  forrow  which  we  felt,  there  was 
a  fvveet  afluiTance  that  we  Ihould  meet  again,  not  only  in  this 
world,   but 

**  Where  death  fliall  all  be  done  away^ 
And  bodies  part  no  more." 

"  To  repeat  all  the  precious  fayings  of  this  fervant  of 
GOD,  would  require  many  volumes  :  for  his  mouth  was  al- 
ways opened  with  wifdom,  tending  to  minifler  grace  to  the 
hearers.  My  earneft  prayer  is,  that  the  fpirit  of  faith  and 
love,  and  heavenly  wifdom,  may  reft  upon  you  alfo,  and 
guide  you  in  all  your  extenfive  labours,  till  they  are  fwaU 
lowed  up  in  eternal  red.      I  remain,   Rev.  Sir, 

Your  unworthy  child  and  fervant, 

s.  cr 

4.  i  cannot  help  fubjoining  a  refleflion  here,  which  at 
that  time  afFefled  me  much.  Although  I  could  in  no  wife 
condemn  this  marriage,  yet  on  one  account  it  gave  me  pain. 
M^hen  I  \^^as  yoimg,  I  was  exceedingly  afFefled  With  a  rela- 
tion in  Mr.  Herbert's  life — an  account  of  Mr.  Farrar's 
family,  at  Littk  Giddings^  in  Huntingdon-Jlnre  :  I  longed  to 
fee  fuch  another  family  iii  any  part  of  the  three  kingdoms. 
At  length  I  had  tny  defire  :  I  did  fee  exaflly  fuch  another 
family  :  I  faw  a  family  full  as  much  devoted  to  GOD  :  full 
as  regular  iri  all  their  exefcifes  of  devotion,  and  at  leaft  as 
exemplary  in  every  branch  of  Chriftjan  holinefs.  This  I  faw, 
by  the  peculiar  Providence  of  GOD,  fettled  at  Lay  ton-Stone. 
O  that  it  had  continued  there  !  The  reriioval  of  it  into  York- 
Jhire  I  did  not  advife  or  approve  of.  However,  I  rejoiced 
to  fee  it  fettled  fome where  :  namely  at  Crofs-hall,  near  Leedsi 
Again  I  did  all  that  was  in  iny  power,  to  perpetuate  this  glo- 
rious inftitution.  It  was  now  totally  diffolved  ;  and  yet  by 
a  means  which  1  did  not  dare  to  oppofe  !  0  GOD,  how  un- 
fcarckablc  arc  thy  judgments  ;  and  thy  ways  paji  fnding  out! 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.      VIIL 

From  his  marriage  till  the  beginning  of  his  lajl  illnefs, 

1.  T?ROM  the  time  of  his  fettling  at  Madeley.  with  Mrs. 
X  Fletcher^  he  had  no  return  of  his  confumptive  dif- 
order.  On  the  contrary,  by  the  blefhng  of  QOD,  on  her 
pecuHar  care  and  tendernefs,  not  only  his  health  was  •con- 
firmed, but  his  ftrength  reftored  as  in  the  days  of  his  youth. 
In  the  mean  time  he  took  care  to  employ  all  his  returning 
ftrength  in  the  work  of  faith  and  the  labour  of  love:  more 
particularly  in  that  which  he  had  always  found  to  be  one 
of  the  moft  difficult  parts  of  his  duty.  There  are  in  this 
parifli,  through  the  lenity  of  the  magiftrate?,  no  lefs  than 
eight  public  houfes.  Thefe  are  well  known  to  have  been 
continual  nurferiesof  fin,  particularly  on  Sunday  evenings.  I^ 
had  been  for  many  years  his  unwearied  endeavour  to  put  an  end 
to  thefe  abufes.  Yet  as  Jie  very  feldom  had  a  churchwarden  who 
was  heartily  willing  to  fecondhim  therein,  his  endeavours  were 
almoft  ineffeflual,  producing  very  little  fruit.  But  for  tv^o 
years  GOD  was  now  pleafed  to  favour  him  with  a  church- 
warden, who  was  refolved  to  afl:  according  to  his  oath;  he 
then  chcerlully  renewed  his  endeavours,  vifiting  feveral  of 
thefe  houfes  every  Sunday  (all  of  them  in  their  turn).  In 
every  one  he  bore  a  faithful  teftimony.  And  in  Come  it  has 
been  attended  with  much  good,  O  that  ngt  one  of  thofe 
who  have  been  at  any  time  within  the  reach  of  his  voice, 
may  finally  inherit  that  curfe,  Behold,  ye  defpijers^  and  won- 
der, and  peri/h  I 

2.  For  many  year^  he  bad  feh,  with  the  deeped  fen fibi- 
lity,  the  difconfolate  condition  of  poor  uninftrufted  children : 
and  fome  years  ago  he  began  a  fchool,  wberqin  he  taught 
them  himfelf  every  day.  After  purfuing  this  method  for 
fome  time,  he  erefted  a  fehopl  in  MW^/^^'-wood,  But  af- 
terward his  thoughts  were  much  employed  concerning  the 
Sunday-fchools:  efpecially  fince  they  were  recommended  to 
him  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Derby,  a  perfon  whom  he  always 
found  ready  to  promote  every  good  work.     He  then  earn- 

eftly 
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eftly  fet  about  promoting  them  in  his  own  parifli.  Thre« 
hundred  children  were  foon  gathered  together,  whom  he. 
took  every  opportunity  of  inflrufting  by  legular  meetings, 
for  fome  time  before  the  fchools  were  opened.  Thefe 
meetings  he  attended  with  the  utmoft  diligence  to  the  ve- 
ry Thurfday  before  his  illnefs.  In  order  to  encourage  the 
children,  his  method  was  to  give  them  little  hymn-books, 
pointing  them  to  fome  friend  or  neighbour,  who  would 
teach  them  the  hynjms,  and  inftrufl:  them  to  fing.  The  lit- 
tle creatures  were  greatly  taken  with  this  new  employment: 
infomuch  that  many  of  them  would  fcarce  allow  themfelves 
time  to  eat  or  fleep,  for  the  defire  they  had  of  learning 
their  leflbns.  At  every  meeting,  after  enquiring  who  had 
linade  the  greateft  proficiency,  he  diftinguifhed  them  by  fome 
little  reward, 

3.  In  the  inftrufling  of  children,  one  great  difficulty  is, 
to  draw  and  fix  their  attention.  He  had  a  fmgular  gift  for 
doing  this,  by  making  advantage  of  any  incident  that  offered. 
One  day,  while  he  had  a  confiderable  number  of  children 
before  him  in  the  preaching-houfe,  as  he  was  perfuading 
them  to  mind  what  they  were  about,  and  to  remember  the 
text  which  he  was  going  to  rnention,  juft  then  a  robin 
flew  into  the  houfe,  and  their  eyes  were  prefently  turned 
after  him.  **  Now,"  faid  he,  V  I  fee  you  can  attend  to 
that  robin.  Well,  I  will  take  that  robin  for  my  text." 
He  then  gave  them  an  ufeful  leflure  on  the  harmlefsnefs  of 
tliat  little  creature  and  the  tender  care  of  its  Creator. 

4.  When  he  obferyed  that  the  number  of  children,  in* 
Head  of  falling  off,  as  was  expefted,  increafed  continually, 
he  wrote  fome  propefals  to  the  parifli,  which  were  receiv- 
ed with  the  greateft  unanimity.  '  Many  of  the  rich  as  well 
as  the  trading  people,  lent  their  helping  hand,  not  only  to 
defray  the  expence  of  teachers,  but  alfo  to  raife  a  conve- 
nient houfe  in  Coalbrook-dak,  for  the  inflruflion  of  tha 
numerous  children  that  were  on  that  fide  of  the  parifh. 

\Continucd  at  Page  391.} 
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TVESHKY,  November  22*  Preached  at  Winckejler,  to  a 
flupid  kind  of  people,  in  an  unfiniflied  houfe  ;  and 
while  the  rain  beat  in  upon  me,  many  people  looked  and 
fvondered  at  the  ftranger.  Hovi^ever,  I  delivered  my  mellage 
with  fome  energy,  and  then  rode  3  miles  to  Richard  Owen  ^^ 
where  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  preach  to  a  great  number  of 
people,  with  power. 

Wednefday  24.  Wc  rode  about  20  miles  to  my  old  friend 
Jojhua  Oiueris^  and  found  a  very  agreeable  houfe  and  fami- 
ly. The  old  man  is  an  IJraelite  indted.  He  was  once  a 
ferious  church-man  who  fought  for  the  truth  ;  and  now 
GOD  has  revealed  it  to  him.  The  Lord  has  alfo  begun  to 
blefs  his  family.  He  has  one  fon  a  preacher,  and  ihe  refl  of 
his  children  arc  very  thoughtful.  Though  is  was  a  very 
rainy  day,  there  were  many  people,  and  my  heart  was  great- 
ly enlarged  towards  them  in  preaching. 

Thurfday  25.  The  congregation  was  alfo  large  at  Mr.  Mer-^ 
rymans,  and  the  Lord  was  with  me.  But  on  Friday,  at 
Mr.  Evans's  the  congregation  was  fmall,  and  I  was  much 
jflraightened.  The  fame  evening  rode  to  town.  Sat.  28. 
Preached  at  the  Point,  and  do  earneftly  long  to  feel  my  heart 
more  given  up  to  GOD. 

Lord's  day  30.  It  was  a  rainy  day,  but  rode  to  the  Point, 
and  after  preaching  to  a  large  congregation,  returned  to 
town  and  dined  at  PVil/iam  Moore's.  I  preached  in  town, 
both  at  3,  and  at  6  o'clock. 

Monday,  December  1.  Rode  in  company  with  Mrs, 
Rachel  HezuIingSy  Mrs.  Rogers,  and  the  widow  White,  to 
Nathan  Perrigo's,  and,  with  power  from  the  Lord,  preach- 
ed  to  a  large  number  of  people.     Then  rode  to  William 

Lynch' Sy 
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^ynch's,  to  whom  I  was  introduced  by  Mrs.  Hewlings,  anqi 
had  many  to  hear  the  word  of  truth. 

Tucfday  2.  Lodged  to-night  in  a  damp  bed,  and  though 
lexpefted  fomc  bad  confequence,  yet  through  mercy  I  receiv- 
ed no  injury.  The  next  day,  at  Joppa,  there  were  many 
people  from  the  country,  and  fome  from  the  town. 

Thurfday  4.  Preached  at  Jof^ph  Prejlurys  to  many  peo- 
ple who  could  feel  the  word  ;  and  with  much  power  in  my 
own  foul.  Then  rode  3  miles,  into  the  Neci,  and  had  a  fo- 
lenm,  heart-affefllng  time,  while  preaching  from  Rev.  ii.  11. 
a  paiTage  which,  it  feems,  juft  fuitcd  their  cafe  :  afterwards 
reiurned  to  Jofph  Prejhury\,  Friday  5.  After  preaching, 
Jl/i^ph  Dallam  conduced  me  to  his  houfe,  and  treated  me 
-with  great  kmdnefs.  Preached  at  his  houfe,  at  3  o'clock ; 
and  on  Saturday,  at  Mofes  Browne  s,  about  3  ipiles  off. 

Lords  day  7.  W^nt  about  5  miles  to  preach  in  our  firfl: 
preaching- houfe.  The  ho^fe  had  no  windows  or  doors  :  the 
weather  was  very  cold  ;  fo  that  my  heart  pitied  the  people 
when  I  faw  them  fo  expofed,  Putting  a  handkerchief  over 
rny  head,  I  preached^  and  after  an  hour's  intermiflion  (the 
people  waiting  all  the  tjime  in  the  cold)  preached  again. 

Monday  &.  John  King  and  I  went  about  5  miles  to  lodge;, 
and  the  next  morning  fet  off  for  Bohemia.  We  paffed 
through  Charkjlown^  and  dined  at  the  head  of  Elk.  We, 
lodged  at  Robert  Thompfons,  ^yhere  I  fpoke  clofely  to  the 
poor  negroes,  who  took  fome  notice  of  wh^t  was  faid. 
wSince  1  went  from  here  laft,  my  travels  have  been,  perhaps, 
as  much  as  300  miles  in  about  fix  weeks.  And,  glory  to 
GOD,  I  have  been  favoured  with  inward  peace  and  purity  ; 
and  with  zeal  and  power  in  my  public  exercifes.  Rode  to 
Bird's  tavern  for  my  trunk  and  box  of  books ;  and  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  P — which  furpaffes  every  thing  I  ever  have 
met  with  from  a  Methodift  preacher.  The  Lord  judge  be- 
tween him  and  me  !  Then  went  to  Solomon  Herjey\,  and 
after  preaching  with  life  and  freedom,  to  a  tew  people,  fpoke 
to  them,  one  by  one,  concerning  the  ftate  of  their  fouls. 

Tuefdav 
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Tuefday  9.  I  intended  to  have  preached  at  Geerge-lown; 
\}ut  in  my  way,  found  a  large  houfe  belonging  to  a  certain 
Mr.  Byard,  in  which  Mr.  Whittfitld  had  preached  fome 
years  ago,  to  fome  Hollanders,  who  were  eminent  for  re- 
ligion :  but  the  old  people  are  now  dead.  Then  proceed^ 
ed  on  my  way  to  George-town^  and  lodged  at  the  houfe  of 
a  Quaker.  He  treated  me  with  great  kindnefs;  and  appear* 
ed  to  be  an  underftanding  man.  His  wife  was  fomewhat 
tender  in  religious  converfation.  In  the  evening  the  ne- 
groes were  collefted,  and  I  fpoke  to  them  in  exi.Oitation* 
In  the  morning  3  or  4  white  people  alfo  attended  at  pray* 
er,  to  whom  I  fpoke  about  their  fouls.  The  friend  went 
with  me  in  the  morning,  and  when  I  afked  him  what  fa* 
tisfaftion  he  required,  he  told  me,  no  more  than  what  he 
had  received. 

Wednefday  10.  Preached  to  many  people,  rich  and  poor, 
at  John  Kandle's,  and  at  another  place  in  the  evening. 

Friday  12,   Went   12  miles  into  Kent  county,   and  had 
many  great  people  to  hear  me.      But  before  preaching,  one 
Mr.  Ready  a    church-minifter,   came   to  me  and  defired  to 
know  who  I  was,  and  whether  I  was  licenced.    I  told  him 
who  I  was.      He  fpoke  great  fwelling  words;   and  told  me 
he  had   authority  over  the  people,   and  was  charged  with 
the  care  of  their  fouls.      He  alfo  told  me,   that  I  could  not, 
and  fliould  not,  preach;     and  if  I  did,   he   would  proceed 
againft  me  according  to  law.      I  let  him  know,  that  I  came 
to  preach,  and  preach  I  would;   and  farther  afked  him,   if 
he   had   authority  to  bind  the   confciences    of  the  people; 
or  if  he  was  a  juftice  of  the  peace  ;   and  told  him,  I  thought 
he  had  nothing  to  do  with  me.      He  charged  me  with  ma- 
king  a  fchifm.      I  told  him,   that  I   did  not  draw  the  peo- 
ple from  the  church;     and   afked  him,   if  his  church    was 
then  open?    He  told  me  that  I   hindered  people  from  their 
work;    but  I   afked  him^    if  fairs  and  horfe-races   did   not 
hinder  them  ?  And  farther  told  him  that  I  came  to  help  him. 
He  faid,  he  had  not  hired  me  for  an  aiTiflant,  and  did  not 
Want  my  help.      I  told  him,   if  there  were   no  fwearers  or 
Other  finners,    he  was   fufficicnt.     But,  faid  lie,  what  did 

you 
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you  come  for?  I  replied,  to  turn  finners  to  GOD.  He 
{aid,  cannot  I  do  that  as  well  as  you  ?  I  told  him  that  I  had 
authority  from  GOD.  He  then  laughed  at  me  and  faid, 
you  are  a  fine  fellow  indeed!  I  told  him,  I  did  not  do  this 
to  invalidate  his  authority,  and  alfo  gave  him  to  underftand 
that  I  did  not  wifli  to  difpute  with  him.  But  he  faid,  he 
had  bufinefs  with  me,  and  came  into  the  houfe  in  a  great 
rage.  I  began  to  preach,  and  urged  the  people  to  repent 
and  turn  from  all  their  tranfgreffions,  fo  iniquity  fhould 
not  prove  iheir  ruin.  After  preaching,  the  parfbn  went 
out  and  told  the  people,  they  did  wrong  in  coming  to  hear 
tne;  and  faid  that  I  fpoke  againft  learning.  Whereas,  I 
only  fpoke*  to  this  purpofe^ — when  a  man  turned  from 
all  fin,  he  would  adorn  every  charafter  in  life,  both  in 
church  and  ftate.  Then  left  him  and  preached  at  Johnt 
Handle  s  at  feven  o'clock. 

Lord's  day  14.  Preached  twice,  with  very  little  inter^ 
minion,  to  many  people  collefted  at  a  fchool-houfe  near 
Robert  Thompfon% ;  and  then  rode  to  Solomon  Her/eys,  and 
found  it  a  comfortable  time,  while  preaching  at  6  o'clock, 
On  Monday  rode  to  Newca/lie^  and  preached  to  a  large  com^ 
pany.      My  foul  has  lately  been  much  bowed  down. 

Tuefday  16.  There  were  but  few  people  attended  preaching 
at  Mr.  Stedha?fi%  ;  and  as  the  next  day  was  wc^t-  ftaid  and 
had  a  family- meeting.  On  Thurfday,  went  to  Mr.  Tujftf^^ 
My  mind  has  been  much  affefted  lately.  May  the  Lord- 
fupport  and  teach  me  !  After  preaching  at  Mr.  Tujfeys^  went 
to  hear  a  New  Light,  and  found  but  little  fatisfatlion. 

Lord's  day  21.  Though  it  rained  much,  yet  many  peo- 
ple attended  preaching  at  I/aac  Herfeys,  Then  preached  at 
a  place  about  five  miles  oflp;  and  rode  thence  to  NewcaflUi 
where  many  people  attended  at  night.  The  Lord  favoured 
me  wuih  power,  and  my  mind  has  been  lately  kept  in  peace. 
Monday  22,  fet  out  for  Bohemia  ;  and  though  my  body  was 
much  fatigued  with  the  ride,  and  niy  head  ached  violent- 
ly, yet  in  the  evening  I  enforced  thefe  words — Be  diligent^ 
that  ye  may  be  found  of  him  in  peace^  without  fpot,  and 
Uamclefs;  and  endeavoured  to  Ihew  them,  that  in  juftifi- 

cation^ 
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nation,  we  have  peace  ;  in  fanftlfication  we  arc  without 
fpot ;  and  in  perfeft  love  we  are  blamelefs  ;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  (hevv^  them,  wherein  we  mull  be  diligent. 

Tuefday  23.  On  my  way  to  Sufquehannah,  a  perfon  came 
for  me  to  vifit  one  Mrs.  Thomas,  who  was  dying  with  a 
dropfy.  Then  proceeded  to  jfofiah  Ddlafns  ;  and  the  next 
day  fet  off'  for  Jofeph  Prejburys,  to  attend  our  quarterly 
meeting.  Many  people  attended,  and  feveral  friends  came 
many  miles.  I  preached  from  Afts  xx.  28.  Take  heed 
therefore  unto  yourfelves,  &c.  After  fhewing  to  whom  the 
charge  was  given,  I  proceeded  to  enforce  the  fubjeft  thus, 
I.  Take  heed  to  your  fpirits. 
II.  Take  heed  to  your  praftlce. 

III.  Take  heed  to  your  doftrine. 

iV.  Take  heed  to  the  flock. 

1.  Thofe  that  are  under  deep  conviftion> 

2.  Thofe  that  are  true  believers. 
•  3.   Thofe  that  are  fofely  tempted. 

4.  Thofe  that  are  groaning  for  full  redemption. 

5.  Thofe  that  have  backfliden. 

Then  urged  the  motives  to  this  duty.  We  afterwards  pro- 
deeded  to  our  temporal  bufmefs,  and  confidered  the  follow- 
ing proportions. 

1.  What  are  our  collections  ?  We  found  them  fufficient 
to  defray  our  expences* 

2.  How  are  the  preachers  flationed  ?  Brother  Straw- 
bridge  and  brother  Owins  in  Frederick  county.  Brother 
King,  brother  Wehfter  and  Ifaac  Rawlins  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  bay  ;   and  myfelf  in  Baltimore. 

3.  Shall  we  be  flrift  in  our  fociety-meetings,  and  not 
admit  flrangers  ?    Agreed. 

4.  Shall  we  drop  preaching  in  the  day  time  through  the 
week  ?  Not  agreed  to. 

5.  Will  the  people  be  contented  without  our  adminiflring 
the  facrament  ?  John  King  was  neuter  ;  brother  Strazvhridgc 
plead  much  for  the  ordinances  ;  and  fo  did  the  people,  who 
appeared  to  be  much  biafed  by  him.  I  told  them,  I  would 
«ot  agree  to  it  at  that  time,  and  infilled  on  our  abiding   by 

Vol.  IL  Y  y  our 
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our  rules.  But  Mr.  Boardman  had  given  thenx  their  way 
at.  the  quarterly  meeting  held  here  before,  and  I  am  oblige 
ed  to    connive  at  Ibme  things  for  the  fake  of  peace. 

6  Shall  we  make  colie61ions  Weekly,  to  pay  the  preach- 
ers' board  and  expences  ?  This  was  not  agreed  to.  We  then 
enquired  into  the  moral  charafters  of  the  preachers  and  exr 
horters*  Only  one  exhorter  was  found  any  way  doubtful^ 
and  we  have  great  hopes  of  him.  Brother  Straiobridge  re* 
ceivcd  £.  8  quarterage  ;  brother  King  and  myfelf  £.  6 
each.  Great  love  fubfifted  among  us  in  this  meeting, 
and  we  parted,  in  much  peace. 

Then  went  to  Jofiah  Dellanis  ;  and  on  chriftmas-da^y 
attended  the  church,  and  heard  parfon  Wefl  preach  a  plain 
ufeful  fermon,  which  coiltained  much  truth;  and  after- 
wards received  the  facrament.  Then  rode  5  miles  to  Btijlti 
but  as  Mr.  Stratubridge  had  not  given  public  notice,  few 
people  attended,  and  the  preaching  was  late.  Perhaps  Mn 
Stratubridge  omitted  to  give  public  notice,  that  it  might  pre- 
vent my  going  to  church.  The  next  day  rode  to  Warnet 
Prejlons^  where  we  had  a  large  congregation,  and  a  very 
comfortable  meeting.      On  the   fame  day,   at   the  houfe  erf 

Henry   Waters,   N,   TV s   fpoke     with   great   care,    but 

with  very  little  life  or  depth.  He  may  improve  and  make 
a  ufeful  preacher  in  time. 

Lord's  day  27.  Rode  to  the  v/idow  Bond's,  and  preach- 
ed twice,-  with  very  little  intermiflion,  to  a  great  number  of 
people.  Appointing  a  meeting  in  the  evening,  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  hearing  IJaac  Rawlins  exhort.  His  exhor- 
tation was  coarfe  and  loud  enough,  though  with  fome  depth* 
I  gave  him  a  little  advice  which  he  feemed  willing  to  take. 

Monday  28.  Many  people  of  various  kinds  attended  at 
A,  Standford^s,  Preached  afterwards  at  /.  Moore's  in  the 
evening,  and  w^ent  thence  to  /.  B — 's  and  met  the  clafs. 
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An  extraEl  of  a  letter  from  John  Hagerty,  Elder  of  the, 
hidhodifl  Epifcopal  Church  in  America,  to  BifJiop  AsBU- 
RY,   ^(3/^^  Annapolis,   February  17,    1789. 

My  very  dear  Brother, 

YOUR  kind  letter  by  brother  Chalmers  \vas  as  a  cordial 
to  my  foul.  I  did  cxpefl  we  fliould  have  a  revival 
among  us  when  our  houfe  was  removed,  but  the  Lord  has 
prevented  my  expeflation,  and  begun  a  moft  glorious  work 
indeed,  at  a  time  and  in  a  manner  I  did  not  expefl.  Bro- 
ther Chalmers  brought  the  holy  fire  from  Virginia  with  him. 
He  and  brother  Long  took  a  little  tour  in  the  country,  and 
the  flame  broke  out,  and  fuch  a  work  is  begun  aboiu  brother 
IVeems'Sy  the  fwamp,  and  about  Abel  Hill's,  and  all  through 
that  part  of  the  country,  as  was  never  known  before  in  this 
ftate.  They  returned  on  Monday,  ^an.  2&,  and  that  night 
the  work  of  powerful  convifiion  began;  firft  in  brother 
Long's  family.  All  his  children  got  awakened,  and  are  now 
converted  to  GOD.  On  the  Wednefday  following  f(>me 
were  alarmed  in  the  prayer-meeting,  We  had  a  watch-night 
on  Thurfday  evening,  and  fome  more  got  alarmed.  But  on 
Friday  night  the  work  of  converfion  began  in  a  way  I  lit- 
tle expelled.  I  met  the  ciafs  of  young  men,  and  received 
three  into  clafs.  When  clafs-meeting  was  over,  I  heard  a 
poor  foul  graining  and  praying.  We  went  down  flairs, 
and  found  in  the  paflage  a  black  woman  in  great  diftrefs. 
We  began  exhorting  her,  apd  then  proceeded  to  fmging  and 
prayer.  The  noifc  called  in  others  ;  another  black  woman 
was  foon  on  her  knees  befide  the  former,  and  GOD  was 
pleafed  to  fet  both  their  fouls  at  liberty  ;  and  then  an  old 
man,  and  then  a  member  whom  I  had  joined  that  night,  and 
then  the  man  of  the  houfe  in  which  we  were,  fo  that  about 
nine  o'clock  we  had  many  converted,  among  whom  was  my 
wife's  brother,  Jofeph,  (a  brand  indeed  plucked  out  of  the 
fire,)  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Stozvbridge,  and  all  three  of 
brother  Long'^  children  ;   my  brother  in  law's  wife  alfo  got 

her 
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her  foul  converted.     I  think   about  15  found  the  peace  of 
GOD  at  that  time.      We  had  a  few  on  Monday  night  that 
found  peace.      Brother  Pigman  came  to  town  this  day,   and 
preached  a  fweet,   fmooth,  edifying  fermon.      I  felt  much  of 
the  power  of  GOD  in  my  foul,  and  longed  to  fay  fomething 
to  the  people.      When  he  concluded,   I  fpoke  a  few  words. 
I  began   by  finging  and   then    exhorted,  and  the  power  of 
GOD  came  in  a  wonderful  manner  into  my    foul,   and    I' 
think  w^e  had  one  of  the  joudefl:  fliouts  I  ever  remember  to 
have  heard.      Now  it  was  that  I  entered   into   the  fpirit  of 
the  work.      I  approved  of  it  before,  but  was  not  in  the  fpi- 
jit  of  it.      O  how  clear  did  the  light  fhine  upon  my  fou.J !    I 
faw,  and,  glory  be  to  GOD,  I  ftill  fee  the  way  to  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  clearer  than  ever.      I  may  fay,  I  am  become, 
as  it  were,   a  new  man  ;   but  what  have  I  gained  ?   An  ill- 
iiame.      1  that  was  reckoned  by  fome  who  knew  no  better,  a 
man  of  fcnfe,   am  now  become   a  fool.      I  never  h:^ard  re- 
proach with  foe  h  joy  before;   but,   glory  be  to  GOD,   the 
work  profpers.      I  then  requefled  as  many  as  had  a  defire, 
to  come  forth  into  the  great  congregation,   and  join  the  fo- 
cicty.   Twenty  four,  one  after  another,  gave  me  their  names, 
moll  of  whom  had  found  peace.      Our  clafs-meetings  are  ex- 
ceeding lively.      Brother  Forreji  was  in  town,   and  met  the 
young  men,   and  five  of  them  ftruggled  into    life.      Sunday 
morning  the  power  of  GOD  was  with  us,   many  were  cut 
to  the  heart  :   in  the  afternoon  we  had  another  fliout,  and 
five  or  fix   were  fet  at  liberty  ;   and  m.any  fpake  feelingly  at 
the  jove-feaft  in  the  evening.      This  was  a  day  to  be  lemem- 
bered  by  many,   and  efpecially  by  myfelf.      Such  tranfport- 
ing  joy  filled  my  foul,   that  I  only  wanted  wings  to  fiy  away, 
and  refl:  for  ever  with  my  Lord  and  Saviour.      BlefTed  be 
GOD,   that  ever  I  was  born  !   The  Chriflians  feel  the  fliow- 
er,  and  many  of  ihem  profefs  holinefs  of  heart.      Vv^e  liad  a 
remarkable   feafon  on   Monday  night ;    I  think   at   leaft  20 
found  the  Lord.      On  Tuefday  I  went  to  fupply  brother  For- 
reji\  place  at  the  head  of  South-River.      As  foon  as  I  began 
to  fpeak,    the  Lord   applied  his   word,    and  finners  began  to 
tremble  :   we  had  a  comfortable  time.      All  the  members  in 
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fociety  (who  had  almoft  fainted  in  their  minds)  got  a  frelh 
fpring  for  heaven,  and  fuch  a  time  they  have  not  had  for 
years  paft.  I  gave  out  for  a  prayer-meeting  in  the  evening  :  the 
people  flocked  together,  and  the  Lord  began  to  work.  We 
had  as  many  as  five  who  profeffed  to  find  peace.  *  One  of 
them  was  powerfully  converted  to  GOD.  When  I  return- 
ed to  town  we  had  another  wonderful  Ihout,  and  one  great 
perfecutor  had  a  clear  manifeftation  of  GOD's  love.  But 
you  know  fatan  can  not  quietly  let  his  fubjefts  go  :  he  rai- 
fes  a  ftorm  of  lies,  the  only  weapon  he  has  at  prcfcnt  to  fight 
with.  He  alfo  threatens,  but  can  go  no  farther  :  they  have 
banlQied  me  out  of  town  by  report,  and  are  to  cut  off  my 
ears,  &c.  &c.  My  heart  pities  and  prays  for  them,  and  re- 
joices to  hear  it ;  for  when  the  devil  has  lifted  them  up  to 
the  height,  I  truft  GOD  will  convert  their  fouis,  and  make 
them  witncffes  for  himfelf.  We  have  had  84  joined  the  foci- 
ety, fince  January  30,  and  almoft  every  one  of  them  is  con- 
verted to  GOD  ;  and  many  more  are  ready  to  come  in. 
But  who  are  they  ?  Not  the  rich  and  great ;  but  few  of  thefe 
are  feen  among  us  at  all ;  we  have  fome  of  the  bafeft  cha- 
rafters,  and  fome  olherv/ife :  but  oh  what  a  fpirit  of  love 
reigns  among  us  !  It  is  good  to  be  here ;  my  hopes  are  up  : 
we  have  fcarce  a  meeting,  but  fome  one  gets  converted. 
Praifed  be  our  GOD  !  Pray  for 
Your  moft  affeftionate 

Though  unworthy  brother  in  the  Lord, 

JOHN  HAGERTY. 

Mr.  Priest's  Accou7it  of  an  old  Woman. 

Cork,  Feb.  16,  1778. 

RIDING  over  a  mountain  called  Sleevsord,  in  the  coun- 
ty of  Tippcrary,  my  mare  lofing  a  fhoe,  I  flopped  at 
a  fmiih's  fliop  to  have  one  put  on.  The  fmith  taking  me 
into  the  houfe,  I  obferved  an  old  withered  woman 
fitting  in  the  chimney-corner.      On  finding  my  heart  grow 

warm 
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warm,  I  drew  near  to  her  and  faid,  As  you  feem,  by  the 
courfe  of  nature,  to  be  on  the  confines  of  eternity,  have 
you  any  affurance  where  you  are  going  ?  She  faid,  "  Blef- 
fed  be  GOD  I  have!"  On  afking  her  if  her  affurance  was 
well  grounded  ?  fhe  faid,  *'  I  hope  it  is,"  On  afking  her 
what  the  ground  of  her  affurance  was?  (he  faid,  *'  I  have 
the  love  of  GOD  flied  abroad  in  my  heart,  and  the  light 
of  his  countenance  fliining  on  my  foul."  I  then  afked,  how 
and  when  fhe  came  by  that  experience  ?  She  faid,  *■  When 
I  was  about  eighteen  years  old,  GOD  convinced  me  that 
I  was  a  finner.  On  feeing  this,  I  was  in  great  diftrefs  for 
fome  time.  But  one  day,  as  I  was  going  for  water,  acrof§ 
a  field,  the  Lord  arrefted  me  by  the  way :  on  which  I  laid 
down  my  pail,  and  fell  on  my  knees ;  and  while  I  was  at 
prayer,  he  manifefted  his  pardoning  love  to  my  foul,  fhed 
abroad  his  love  in  my  heart,  and  gave  me  an  affurance  of 
his  favour.  I  am  now  eighty  one,  or  eighty  two  years  old, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  prefent,  I  have  not  been  one 
day  without  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  GOD  in  my  heart,  and 
the  light  of  his  countenance  ffiining  upon  me."  I  theq 
afked  her  how  (he  came  to  know  fhe  was  ^  finner?  fhe  an* 
fwered,   *'  by  reading  good  books." 

I  have  often  vifited  her  fince,  and  always  found  her  uni- 
form and  confifient  in  her  accounts.  Having  never  me| 
with  any  one  before  who  experienced  thefe  things,  fhe  faid, 
fhe  thought  hcrfelf  alone  in  the  world,  and  feemed  rather 
fiirprifed  at  the  accounts  I  gave  of  my  own,  and  others  ex- 
perience. 

Thus  we  fee,  GOD  has  his  fccret  ones,  even  where  th$ 
gofpel  is  not  preached.  Therefore  let  us  rejoice  in  hope 
of  meeting  many  in  glory  who  were  unknown,  not  only  to 
us,  but  even  to  his  whole  church  on  earth. 
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Ingratitude. 

[Extrafted  from  a  late  author*] 

RTABANES  was  diftinguifhed  with  peculiar  favour 
by  a  wife,  powerful  and  good  prince.  A  magnifi- 
cent palace,  furrounded  with  a  delightful  garden,  was  pro- 
vided for  his  refidence.  He  partook  of  all  the  luxuries  of 
his  fovereign's  table;  was  invefted  with  extenfive  authority, 
and  admitted  to  the  honour  of  a  free  intercourfe  with  his 
gracious  matter.  But  Artabancs  was  infenfible  of  the  ad- 
Vantages  which  he  enjoyed.  His  heart  glowed  not  with 
gratitude  and  refpeft;  he  avoided  the  fociety  of  his  bene- 
faftor,  and  abufed  his  bounty. 

I  deteft  fuch  a  charafter,  faid  Alexis^  with  generous  in- 
dignation !  It  is  your  own  pifture  I  have  drawn,  replied 
Eiipkronius.  The  great  Potentate  of  heaven  and  earth  ha& 
placed  you  in  a  world  which  difplays  the  higheft  beauty, 
order  and  magnificence;  and  which  abounds  with  every 
means  of  convenience^  enjoyment  and  happinefs.  He  has 
furnifhed  you  with  fuch  powers  of  body  and  mind,  as  give 
you  dominion  over  the  fifties  of  the  fea,  the  fowls  of  the 
air,  and  the  bealls  of  the  field :  and  he  has  invited  you  to 
hold  communion  with  himfelf,  and  to  exalt  your  own  na- 
ture, by  the  love  and  imitation  of  his  divine  perfections. 
Yet  your  eyes  are  wandering  with  brutal  gaze,  over  the 
fair  creation,  unconfcious  of  the  mighty  hand  from  which 
it  fprung.  You  have  rioted  in  the  profufion  of  nature, 
without  one  fecret  emotion  of  gratitude  to  the  fovereign 
difpofer  of  all  good :  and  you  have  flighted  the  glorious 
converfe,  and  forgotten  the  prefence  of  that  omnipotent 
Being  who  fills  all  fpace,   and  exifts  through  all  eternity* 

Reader,  art  not  thou  the  man  ? 
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fcDWiN    AND    ANGELINA. 

TURN,  gentle  hermit  of  the  dale. 
And  guide  my  lonely  way, 
To  where  yon  taper  cheers  the  vale 
With  hofpitable  ray. 

For  here,  forlorn  and  loft,  1  tread, 
With  fainting  fteps  and  flow, 

Where  wilds,  immeafurably  fpread. 
Seem  lengthening  as  I  go. 

Forbear,  my  fon,   the  hermit  cries. 
To  tempt  the  dangerous  gloom; 

For  yonder  faithlefs  phantom  flies 
To  lure  thee  to  thy  doom. 

Here,  to  the  houfelefs  child  of  want 

My  door  is  open  flill ; 
And  though  my  portion  is  but  fcant.^ 

I  give  it  with  good-will. 

Then  turn  to-night,  and  freely  fhare 

Whate'er  my  cell  beftows  ; 
My  rufliy  couch  and  frugal  fare, 

My  blefling  and  repofe. 

•No  flocks  that  range  the  valley  free, 

To  flaughter  I  condemn  : 
Taught  by  that  Power  that  pities  me 

I  learn  to  pity  them. 


But 
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But  from  the  mountain's  grafly  fide 

A  guiltlefs  feaft  I  bring; 
A  fcrip  with  herb*  and  fruits  fupplied, 

And  water  from  the  fpring. 

Then,  pilgrim,   turn,  thy  cares  forego; 

All  earth-born  cares  are  wrong: 
Man  wants  but  little  here  below, 

Nor  vyants  that  little  long. 

Soft  as  the  dew  from  heaven  defcend^j^ 

His  gentle  accents  fell; 
The  modeft  ftranger  lowly  bends. 

And  follows  to  the  celL 

Far  in  a  wildernefs  obfcure 

The  lonely  manfion  lay, 
A  refuge  to  the  neighbouring  poor, 

And  ftrangers  led  aflray. 

No  ftores  beneath  its  humble  thatch 

Requir'd  a  mailer's  care; 
The  wicket,   opening  with  a  latch, 

Receiv'd  the  harmlefs  pair. 

And  now,  when  bufy  crouds  retire 

To  take  their  evening-reft, 
The  hermit  trimm'd  his  little  fire. 

And  checr'd  his  penfive  gueft ; 

And  fpread  his  vegetable  ftore. 

And  gaily  preft  and  fmil'd. 
And,   fkiird  in  legendary  lore. 

The  lingering  hours  beguiPd* 

Around  in  fympathetic  mirth 

Its  tricks  the  kitten  tries; 
The  cricket  chirrups  in  the  hearth. 

The  crackling  faggot  flies. 

But  nothing  could  a  charm  impart 
To  footh  the  ftranger's  woe^ 
Vol.  II.  Z  z  Tox 
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For  grief  was  heavy  at  his  heart, 
And  tears  began  to  flow. 

His  rifing  cares  the  hermit  fpy'd. 

With  anfwering  care  oppreft, 
And  whence  unhappy  youth,  he  cried. 

The  forrows  of  thy  breaft? 

From  better  habitation  fpurn'd,     , 

Reluftant  doll  thou  rove  ? 
Or  grieve  for  friendfhip  unreturn'd. 

Or  unregarded  love? 

Alas  !   the  joys  that  fortune  brings, 

Are  trifling,   and  decay  ; 
And  thofe  who  prize  the  paltry  things, 

More  trifling  ftill  than  they. 

And  what  is.  friendfhip  but  a  name, 

A  charm    that  lulls  to  fleep; 
A  fhadc  that  follows  wealth  or  fame. 

And  leaves  the  wretch  to  weep. 

And  love  is  ftill  an  emptier  found, 

The  modern  fair  one's  jeft, 
On  earth  unfeen,  or  only  foun4 

To  warm  the  turtle's  ncfl. 

For  fhame,  fond  youth,  thy  forrows  hufli. 

And  fpurn  the  fex,   he  faid  : 
But,   while  he  fpoke,   a  rifing  blufh 

His  lov^e-lorn  gueft  betray 'd. 

Siirpris'd,   be  fees  new  beautjes  rife 

Swift  mantlinpr  to  the  view. 
Like  colours  o'er  the  mornino;-fkies. 

As  bright,  as  tranfient  too. 

The  bafhful  look,   the  rifing  breaf}, 

Alternate  fpread  alarms, 
The  lovely  flranger  ff.^.nds  confeft 

A  maid  in  all  her  charms^ 

And 
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And  ah !  forgive  a  ftranger  rude, 

A  wretch  forlorn,  fhe  cried, 
Whofe  feet  unhallow'd  thus  intrude 

Where  heaven  and  you  refide. 

But  let  a  maid  thy  pity  (hare, 

Whom  love  has  taught  to  ftray ; 
Who  feeks  for  reft,  but  finds  defpair 

Companion  of  her  way. 

My  father  liv'd  befide  the  Tyne, 

A  w^ealthy  lord  was  he; 
And  all  his  wealth  was  mark'd  as  mine, 

He  had  but  only  me. 

To  win  me  from  his  tender  arms, 

Unnumber'd  fuitors  came; 
Who  prais'd  me  for  imputed  charms, 

And  felt  or  feign'd  a  flame. 

Each  hour  a  mercenary  croud 

With  richeft  proffers  ftrove: 
Among  the  reft,  young  Edwin  bow'd^ 

But  never  talk'd  of  love. 

In  humble,   fimpleft  habit  clad, 

No  wealth  nor  power  had  he; 
Wifdom  and  worth  were  all  he  had. 

But  thefe  were  al}  to  me. 

The  blofTom  openin^^  to  the  day, 

The  dews  of  heaVen  refin'd. 
Could  nought  of  purity  difplay 

To  emulate  bis  mind. 

The  dew,  the  blofTom  on  the  tree. 

With  charms  inconftant  fhine  ; 
Their  charms  were  his;   but,  woe  to  me  ! 

Their  conftancy  was  mine. 

^or  ftill  I  tried  each  fickle  art. 
Importunate  and  vain: 

And, 
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And,  while  his  paflion  touch'd  itiy  heaft/ 
1  triumph'd  in  his  pain  : 

Till  quite  dejeftcd  with  my  fcorn, 

He  left  me  to  my  pride, 
And  fought  a  folitudc   forlorn, 

In  fecret,  where  he  died. 

But  mine  the  forrow,  mine  the  fault. 
And  well  my  life  fliall  pay  : 

I'll  feek  the  folitude  he  fought, 
And  ftretch  me  where  he  lay.— 

And  there,   forlorn,  defpairing,  hidj 

I'll  lay  me  down  and  die ; 
*Twas  fo  for  me  that  Edwin  did^ 

And  fo  for  him  will  L 

Forbid  it,  heaven!   the  hermit  cryui 
And  clafp*d  her  to  his  breaft: 

The  wondering  fair-one  turn'd  to  chidCf 
Twas  Edwin's  felf  that  prefti 
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XXXIV.  T>ERHAPS  you  will  fay  they  are  not  cciri 
JL  demned  for  afliial,  but  for  original  fin. 
What  do  you  mean  by  this  term  ?  The  inward  corruption 
of  our  nature  ?  If  fo,  it  has  been  fpoken  of  before*  Or  da 
you  mean,  the  fin  which  Adam  committed  in  paradifc  ?  That 
this  is  imputed  to  all  men,  I  allow ;  yea,  that  by  reafon 
thereof,  the  whole  creation  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain 
together  until  now:  but  that  any  will  be  damned  for  this 
alone,  I  allow  not,  till  you  (hew  me  where  it  is  written. 
Bring  me  plain  proof  from  fcripture,  and  I  fubmit :  but  till 
then,  I  utterly  deny  it. 

XXXV.  Should  you  not  rather  fay,  that  unbelief  is  tha 
damning  fin  ?  and  that  thofe  who  are  condemned  in  that  day, 
\vill  be  therefore  condemned,  becaiife  they  believed  not  on  th^- 
iiame  of  the  only-begotten  Son  of  GOD,  But  could  they  be- 
lieve ?  Was  not  this  faith,  both  the  gift  and  the  work  of. 
GOD  in  the  foul  ?  And  was  it  not  a  gift  which  he  had  eter- 
nally decreed,  never  to  give  them  ?  Was  it  not  a  work  which 
he  was  of  old  unchangeably  determined  never  to  work  in 
their  ioub  ?    Shall  thefe  mea  then  be  condemned,  becaufe 

GQD< 
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GOD  Would  not  work  ;  bccaufe  they  did  not  receive  what 
GOD  would  not  give  :  could  they  "  ungrafp  the  hold  of  his 
"  right-hand,  or  force  Omnipotence  ?" 

XXXVI.  There  is,  over  and  above,  a  peculiar  difficul- 
ty here.  You  fay,  Chrift  did  not  die  for  thefe  men.  But 
it  fo,  there  was  an  impoffibility  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing,  that  they  Ihould  ever  favingly  believe.  For  what  is  faving 
faith,  but  "  a  confidence  in  GOD  through  Chrift  that  loved 
me^  and  gave  himfelf  for  me  ?'*  Loved  ihcc^  thou  reprobate  ! 
gave  himfelf  for  thte  !  Away !  thou  haft  neither  part  nor 
lot  herein.  Thou  believe  in  Chrift,  thou  accurfed  fpirit ! 
damned,  or  ever  thou  wert  born  !  There  never  was  any  ob- 
je8:  for  thy  faith  :  there  never  was  any  thing  for  thee  to  be- 
lieve. GOD  himfelf  (thus  muft  you  fpeak  to  be  confiftent 
with  yourfelf)  with  all  his  omnipotence,  could  not  make  thee 
believe  Chrift  atoned  for  thy  fins,  unlefs  he  had  made  thee 
believe  a  lie. 

XXXVII.  If  then  GOD  be  juft,  there  cannot,  on  your 
fchcme^  be  any  judgment  to  come :  we  may  add,  tibt  any 
future  ftate^  either  of  reward  or  puniftiment.  If  there  be 
fuch  a  ftate,  GOD  will  therein  render  to  every  man  accord^ 
ing  to  his  deeds  :  to  them  who  by  patient  continuance  in  well 
doings  feck  for  glory  and  honour  andivfimortality^  eternal  life  : 
but  to  them  who  do  not  obey  the  truth,  but  obey  nnrighteouf 
nefsy  indignation  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh  upon  eve- 
ry foul  of  man  that  doeth  evil. 

But  how  is  this  reconcilcable  with  your  fcheme  ?  Yoii 
fay,  the  reprobates  cannot  but  do  evil,  and  that  the  eleft, 
from  the  day  of  GOD's  power,  cannot  but  continue  in  well- 
doing. You  fuppofe  all  this  is  unchangeably  decreed  :  in 
confequence  whereof,  GOD  afls  irrefiftibly  on  the  one, 
and  iatan  on  the  other.  Then,  it  is  impoffible  for  either 
one  or  the  other,  to  help  aBing  as  they  do ;  or  rather,  to 
help  being  aBed  upon,  in  the  manner  wherein  they  are.  For 
if  we  fpeak  properly,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  can  be 
faid  to  aB  at  all.  Can  a  ftonc  be  faid  to  aft,  when  it  is 
thrown  out  of  a  fiing?  or  a  ball,  when  it  is  difcbarged  from 
^  cannon  ?  No  more  can  a  man  be  faid  to  act,  if  he  be  on- 
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ly  moved  by  a  force  he  cannot  refift.  But  if  the  cafe  be 
thus,  vou  leave  no  room  either  for  reward  or  puniCiment. 
Shall  the  ftone  be  rewarded  for  rifmg  from  the  fling,  or 
puttifhed  for  falling  down?  Shall  the  cannon-ball  be  reward- 
ed for  flying  towards  the  fun,  or  punilhed  for  receding 
from  it  ?  As  incapable  of  cither  reward  or  punifhment  is  the 
man,  who  is  fuppofcd  to  be  impelled  by  a  force  he  cannot 
lefill-  Juilice  can  have  no  place  in  rewarding  or  puniih- 
ing  mere  machines,  driven  to  and  fro  by  an  external  force* 
So  that  your  fuppofition  of  GOD's  ordaining  from  eternity 
Wiatfoever  fliould  be  done  to  the  end  of  the  world  ;  as  well 
as  that  of  GOD's  afiing  irrefiftibly  in  the  eleft,  and  fatan's 
a6iing  irrefiftibly  in  the  reprobates  ;  utterly  overthrows  the 
fcripturc-doftrinc  ofrevv^ards  and  punifiiments,  as  well  as  of 
a  judgment  to  come. 

XXXVIIL  Thus  ill  does  that  election  which  im.plies  re- 
probation agree  with  the  fcripture  account  of  GOD's  jufticc. 
And  does  it  agree  any  better  with  his  truth  ?  How  will  vou 
reconcile  it  with  thofe  plain  aflertions,  Ezek.  xviii.  23.  &c. 
Have  I  any  phafurt  at  all,  that  the  wicked  jhould  die,  faith 
the  Lord  GOD?  and  not  that  hejliould  return  from  his  ways^ 
and  live  ?  Cqfl  away  from  you  all  your  tranfgrefjions,  where^ 
iy  ye  have  iranfgrffed—for  why  will  ye  die,  0  koufe  oflfrael? 
For  I  have  no  pkafure  in  the  death  of  him  tliat  didh,  faith  the 
Lord  GOD  :   wherefore  turn  yourf  Ives,  and  live  ye. 

Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.  &c.  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  GOD,  J 
have  no  pleafiire  in  ike  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked 
turn  from  his  way  and  live.  Turn  ye,  turn  ye  from  your 
evil  ways  ;  for  why  will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of  Ifrad? 

XXXIX.  But  perhaps  you  will  fay,  **  Thefe  ought  to  be 
*'  limited  and  explained  by  other  pafTages  of  fcripture;  whcre- 
*'  in  this  dottrine  is  as  clearly  affirmed,  as  it  is  denied  in 
**  thefe  ?"  I  mull  anfwer,  very  plain;  it  this  were  true,  we 
muft  give  up  all  the  fcriptures  together  :  nor  would  the  in- 
fidels allow  the  Bible  fo  honourable  a  title,  as  that  of  a  cun^ 
riingly  d-vifed fahk.  But  it  is  not  true:  it  has  no  co- 
lour of  truth  .  it  is  abfolutely,  notorioufly  falfe.  To  tear 
up  the  very  roots  of  reprobation,  ai;d  of  all  do£lrines   that 

have 
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have  a  neceffary  connexion  therewith,  GOD  declares  m^ 
his  word  thefe  three  things,  and  that  explicitly,  in  fo  many 
terms,  1.  Chri/i  died  for  all,  2  Cor.  v.  15.  namely,  all  that 
were  dead  in  fin,  25  the  words  immediately  preceding  fix  the 
fenfc:  here  is  the  f aft  affirmed.  2.  He  is  the  propitiation  for 
the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  1  John  ii.  2.  even  of  all  thofe  for 
whom  he  died  :  here  is  the  confequence  of  his  dying  for  all. 
And  3.  he  died  for  all,  that  they  might  not  lipe  unto  themflves, 
but  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  2  Cor.  v.  15.  that  they 
might  be  favcd  irom  their  fins  :  here  is  the  defign,  the  end  of 
his  dying  for  them.  Now  (hew  me  the  fcriptiires,  wherein 
GOD  declares  in  equally  exprefs  terms,  1.  Chrifl  did  not  die 
for  all,  but  for  fome  only.  2.  Chrifl  is  not  the  propitiation, 
for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.  And  3,  he  did  not  die  for  all^ 
at  leaft,  not  with  that  intent,  that  they  flioiild  live  unto  him 
who  died  for  them.  Shew  me,  I  fay,  the  fcriptures  that  af- 
firm thefe  three  things,  in  equally  exprefs  terms.  You 
know,  there  are  none.  Nor  is  it  pofiible  to  evade  the  force 
of  thpfe  above  recited,  but  by  fupplying  in  number,  what  is 
wanting  in  weight :  by  heaping  abundance  of  texts  together, 
whereby,  (though  none  of  them  fpeak  home  to  the  point) 
the  patrons  of  that  opinion  dazzle  the  eyesof  the  unwary,  and 
quite  overlay  the  underftanding  both  of  themfclvcs,  and  thofc^ 
that  hear  them. 

XL.  To  proceed.  What  an  account  does  this  doflrins 
give,  of  the  fincerity  of  GOD  in  a  thoufand  declarations, 
fuch  as  thefe,  0  that  there  were  fuch  an  k^art  in  them,  that, 
they  would  fear  me,  and  keep  my  commandments  always  !  that 
it  inight  be  well  with  them,  and  with  their  children  for  ever^ 
Deut.  v.  29.  My  people  would  not  hearken  tc  my  voice,  and 
Ifracl  zoould  none  of  me :  fo  I  gave  them  upmio  their  ozvn 
hearts^  lufl  ;  and  they  walked  in  their  own  counfels.  0  that 
my  people  had  hearkened  unto  w.e,  and  Ifrael  had  walked  in  my 
ways!  Ijhouldfoon  have  fub due d  their  enemies,  and  turned 
my  hand  againji  then  adverfaries,  Pfalm.  Ixxxi.  11,  &c.  And. 
all  this  time  you  fuppofe  GOD  had  unchangeably  ordained, 
that  there  never  fhouid  Wfuch  an  heart  in  ihepi  /  that  it  ne- 
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vcr  fhould  be  pofTible  for  the  people  whom  he  i\msfeemed 
to  lament  over,  to  hearken  unto  him,  or  to  walk  in  his  ways  I 
XLI.  rtow  clear  and  ftrong  is  the  reafoning  of  Dr. 
Watts  on  this  head  ?  "  It  is  very  hard  indeed  to  vindicate 
t\\Qjincerity  of  the  bleffed  GOD  or  his  Son,  in  their  univer- 
fal  offers  of  grace  and  falvation  to  men;  and  their  fending 
minillers  with  fuch  meffages  and  invitations  to  accept  of 
mercy;  if  there  be  not  at  Icaft  a  conditional  pardon  and 
falvation  provided  for  them. 

"  His  miniflers,  indeed,  as  they  know  not  the  event  of 
things,  may  he  Jin  are  in  offering  falvation  to  all  perfons, 
according  to  their  general  commiffion.  Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,  and  preach  the  go/pel  to  every  creature  :  But  how  caa 
GOD  or  Chrift  he  fincere  in  fending  them  with  this  com- 
miffion, to  offer  his  grace  to  all  men,  if  GOD  has  not 
provided  fuch  grace  for  all  mm^  no,  not  fo  much  as 
conditionally, 

**  It  is  hard  to  fuppofe,  that  the  great  GOD,  who  ig 
truth  itfelf,  and  faithful  in  all  his  dealings,  fhould  call  up- 
on dying  men,  to  truft  in  a  Saviour  for  eternal  life,  when 
this  Saviour  has  not  eternal  life  eritrufted  with  him,  to  give 
them  if  they  do  as  he  requires.  'Tis  hard  to  conceive  hovir 
the  great  governor  of  the  world  can  he  Jincert  in  inviting 
finners,  who  are  on  the  brink  of  hell,  to  cafl:  themfelves 
upon  an  empty  word  of  invitation,  a  mere  fliadow  and  ap- 
pearance of  fupport,  if  there  be  nothing  real  to  bear  them 
up  from  thefe  deeps  of  deftruflion;  nothing  but  mere  words 
and  empty  invitations!  Can  we  think  that  the  righteous 
and  holy  GOD  would  encourage  his  miniflers,  to  call  them 
to  leave  and  reft  the  weight  of  their  immortal  concerns,  up- 
on a  gofpel,  a  covenant  of  grace,  a  Mediator,  and  his  me- 
rit and  righteoufnefs !  all  which  are  a  mere  nothing  with 
regard  to  them,  a  heap  of  empty  names,  an  unfupporting 
void  whicn   cannot  uphold  them  ?" 

XLII.  Our  bleffed  Lord  does  indifputably  command  and 

invite  all  men  every  where  to  repent.      He  calleth  all.      He 

fends  his  ambaffadors,  in  his  name,   to  preach  the  gofpel  to 

every  creature^     He  \\imie\l  preached  deliverance  to  the  cap* 

Vol.  IL  3  A  tives^ 
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tives,  without  any  hint  of  reftriftion  or  limitation.  But 
now,  in  what  manner  do  you  reprefent  him,  while  he  is 
employed  in  this  work?  You  fuppofe  him  to  be  Handing 
at  the  prifon-doors,  having  the  keys  thereof  in  his  hands, 
and  to  be  continually  invitmg  the  prifoners  to  come  forth, 
commanding  them  to  accept  of  that  invitation,  urging  eve- 
ry motive  which  can  poffibly  induce  them  to  comply  w^ith 
that  command;  adding  the^  moft  precious  promifes  if  they 
obey;  the  moft  dreadful  threatnings,  if  they  obey  not:  and 
all  this  time  you  fuppofe  him  to  be  unalterably  deter* 
mined  in  himfelf,  never  to  open  the  doors  for  them!  even 
while  he  is  crying.  Come  ye,  come  ye,  from  that  evil  place  ; 
for  why  will  ye  die,  0  hoiije  of  IJraell  *'  Why  !  (might  one 
of  them  reply)  becaufe  we  cannot  help  it.  We  cannot  help 
ourfelves;  and  thou  wilt  not  help  us.  It  is  not  in  our 
power  to  break  the  gates  of  brafs;  and  it  is  not  thy  plca- 
fure  to  open  them.  Why  will  we  die  !  we  mifl  die:  be- 
caufe it  is  not  thy  will  to  fave  us."  Alas!  my  brethren! 
what  kind  of  fincerity  is  this,  which  you  afcribe  to  GOD 
our  Saviour  ? 

XLIIL  So  ill  do  elefl:ion  and  reprobation  agree  with  the 
truth  and  fincerity  of  GOD.  But  do  they^  not  agree  leaft 
of  all,  with  the  fcriptural  account  of  his  love  and  goodnefs! 
that  attribute  which  GOD  peculiarly  claims,  wherein  he 
glories  above  all  the  reft.  It  is  not  written,  **  GOD  is 
juftice,  or  GOD  is  truth'*  (although  he  is  juft  and  true  in 
all  his  ways;)  but  it  is  written,  GOD  is  love;  love  in  the 
abftraft,  without  bounds:  and  there  is  no  end  of  his  good- 
nefs. His  love  extends  to  thofe  who  neither  love  nor  fear 
him.  He  is  good,  even  to  the  evil  and  the  unthankful: 
yea,  without  any  exception  or  limitation,  to  all  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  For  the  Lord  is  loving  (or  good)  to  evtry  man^ 
and  his  mercy  is  over  all  his  works.  ,jf 

But  how  is  GOD  good  or  loving  to  a  reprobate,  or  one 
that  is  not  eleded?  (you  may  chufe  either  term;  for  if 
none  but  the  unconditionally-eleft  are  faved,  it  comes  pre* 
cifely  to  the  fame  thing.)  You  cannot  fay,  he  is  an  ob- 
je£l  of  the  love  or  goodnefs  of  GOD,   with  regard  to  his 

eternal 
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eternal  eftate,  whom  he  created  (fays  Mr.  Calvin  plainly  and 
fairly)  in  vit(Z  contumdiam,  et  viortis  exitium;   to  live  a  re- 
f  roach,  and  die  everlci/Hngly.      Surely,   no  one  can  dream 
that  the  goodnefs  of  GOD  is   at   all  concerned  with   this 
man's  eternal  Hate.      *'  However,   GOD  is  good  to  him  in 
"  this    world."      What  !     when    by  reafon  oF  GOD's  un- 
changeable decree,   it  had  been  good  for  this  man,   never  to 
have  been   born,    when  his   very  birth  was  a  curfe,   not  a 
bleffing?    *'  Well,   but  he  now  enjoys  many  of  the  gifts  of 
"  GOD,   both  gifts  of  nature  and  of  providence.      He  has 
*'  food  and  raiment,   and   comforts  of  various  kinds.      And 
''  are  not  all   thefe  great  bleffings  ?"   No,  not  to  him.     At 
the  price  he  is  to  pay  for  them,   every  one  of  thefe  alfo  is 
a  curfe.      Every  one  of  thefe  comforts  is  by  an  eternal  de- 
cree,  to  cofl  him  a  thouf^nd  pangs  in  hell.      For  every  mo- 
ment's pleafure  which  he  now   enjoys,  he  is  to  fuffer  the 
torment  of  more  than   a  thoufand  years:   tor  the  fmoke  of 
that  pit  which  is  preparing  for  him,   afcendcth  up  for  ever 
and  ever.      GOD  knew  this  would  be  the  fruit  of  whatever 
he  fhould  enjoy,   before  the  vapour  of  life  fled  away.      He 
defigned  it  fliould.      It  was  his  very  purpofe,   in  giving  him 
thofe  enjoyments.      So  that  by  all  thefe  (according  to  your 
account)  he  is  in  truth  and  reality,   only  fatting  the  ox  for 
the  flaughter.      "  Nay,   but   GOD    gives  bim  grace  too." 
Yes,   but  w^hat  kind  of  grace?   Savi?ig  grace,  you  own,   he 
has  none:   none  of  a  faving  nature.      And  the  comvion  grace 
he  has,     was    not  given    with   any    defign    to     fave     his 
foul';     nor  with  any  defign    to  do    him    any  good  at    all ; 
but  only  to  reftrain  him  from  hurting  the  eleft;   fo  far  from 
doing  hini  good,   that   this  grace    alfo   neceffarily  increafes 
his  damnation.      And  GOD  knows  this,   you   fay;    and  de- 
figned it  fhould  :   it   was  one    great  end  for  which  he  gave 
it!   Then  I  defire  to  know,  how  is  GOD  good  or  loving  to 
this  man,   cither  with  regard  to  time  or  eternity  ? 

XLIV.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  particular  inflance.     Here  flands 
a  man,    who   is    reprobated  from    all  eternity;     or,   if  you 
would   exprefs   it  more   fmoothly,   one  who  is  not  elefted, 
\>rhom  QOD  eternally  decreed  to  pafs  by.     Thou  haft  no- 
thing 
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thing  therefore  to  expeft  from  GOD  after  death,  but  to  be 
caft  into  the  lake  of  fire  burning  with  brimflone;  GOD  hav- 
ing configned  thy  unborn  foul  to  hell,  by  a  decree  which 
cannot  paft  away.      And  from  the  time  thou  waft  born  un- 
der the  irrevocable  curfe  of  GOD,  thou  canfl  have  no  peace. 
For  there  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked,  and  fuch  thou  art  doom- 
ed to  continue,  even  from  thy  mother's  womb.     According. 
ly,    GOD  giveth  thee  of  this  world's  goods,   on  purpofe  to 
enhance  thy  damnation.      He  gives  thee  now  fubftance   or 
friends,  in  order  hereafter  to  heap  the  more  coals  of  fire  up-, 
on  thy  head.      He  filleth  thee  with  food,  he  maketh  thee  fat 
and  well-liking,  to  make  thee  a  more  fpecious  facrifice  to 
his  vengeance.    Good-nature,  generofity,  a  good  underftand- 
ing,   various  knowledge,  it  may  be,  or  eloquence,   are  the 
flowers  wherewith  he  adorneth  thee,  thou  poor  viflim,  before 
thou  art  brought  to   the   Daughter.      Thou  haft  grace  too  ! 
but  what  grace?   not  faving   grace,      That  is  not  for  thee, 
but  for   the    eleft   only.      Thme  may   properly  be    termed 
damning-  grace;   fince  it  is  not  onl^y  iiich  in  the  event,    but 
in  the  intention.      Thou  receivedft  it  of  GOD  for  that  very 
end,   that  thou  mighteft  receive  the  greater  damnation.      It 
was  not  given  to  convert  thee,   but  only  to  convince;   not  to 
make  thee  without  fin,   but  without  excufe;   not  to  deftroy, 
but  to  arm  the  worm    that  never  dieth,    and  to   blow  up 
the  fire  that  never  fhall  be  quenched. 

XLV.  Now  I  befeech  you  to  confider  calmly,  how  is 
GOD  good  or  loving  to  this  man?  Is  not  this  fuch  love 
as  makes  your  blood  run  cold?  as  caufes  the  ears  of  him 
that  heareth  to  tingle?  And  can  you  believe  there  is  that  man 
on  earth  or  in  hell,  who  can  truly  tell  GOD,  *'  Thus  hail 
thou  done?"  (Jan  you  think  that  the  loving,  the  merciful 
GOD,  ever  dealt  thus  with  any  foul  which  he  hath  made  ? 
But  you  muft,  and  do  believe  this,  if  you  believe  uncondi- 
tional eleftion.  For  it  holds  reprobation  in  its  bofom :  they 
never  were,  never  can  be  divided.  Take  then  your  choice. 
If  for  the  fake  of  eleftion  you  will  fwallow  reprobation, 
well  :  but  if  you  cannot  digeft  this,  you  muft  neceffarily 
give  up  unconditional  eleftion. 
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SERMON 


(     373    ) 
SERMON     XX. 
On  Hebrews  vi.   i. 

Let  us  go  on  to  ptrfeBion. 

THE  whole  fentence  runs  thus:  Therefore  leaving  the 
principles  of  the  doSrine  of  Chrifl^  let  us  go  on  to 
perfeElion;  not  laying  again  the  foundation  of  repentance  from 
dead  works,  and  of  faith  toward  GOD,  which  he  had  juft 
before  termed,  the  firfi  principles  cf  the  oracles  of  GOD ^  and 
meat  ft  for  babes^  for  iuch  as  have  juft  tafted  that  the  Lord 
i%  gracious. 

That  the  doing  of  this  is  a  point  of  the  utmoft  import- 
ance, the  apoftle  intimates  in  the  next  words;  This  will  zve 
do  if  GOD  permit.  For  it  is  impojjible  for  thofe  who  were 
ence  enlightened,  and  have  tafed  the  good  word  of  GOD,  and 
the  powers  of  the  world  to  come^  if  they  Jhall  fall  away,  to 
renew  them  again  unto  repentance.  As  if  he  had  faid,  if 
they  do  not  go  on  to  perfBion,  they  are  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger o{ falling  away.  And  if  they  do  fall  away,  it  is  im^ 
pojjible  (that  is,  exceeding  hard)  to  renew  them  again  unto 
repentance. 

In  order  to  make  this   very  important  fcripture  as  eafy 
to  be  underfiood  as  poffibie,   I  ftiall  endeavour, 
Firft,  To  (hew  what  perfeftion  is. 
Secondly,  To  anfwer   fome  objeclions  to  it:   and. 
Thirdly,  To  expoftulate  a  little  with  the  oppofers  of  it. 
Firft,   I  will  endeavour  to  fhew  w^hat  perfeftion  is. 
1.  A^d  firft,   I  do  not  conceive  the  perfeftion  here  fpo- 
ken  of,   to  be  the  perfeftion  of  angels.      As  thofe  glorious 
beings  never  left  their  frjl  ejlate,   never  declined  from  their 
original  perfe6tion,  all  their  native  faculties  arc  unimpaired, 
their  underftanding  in  particular  is  ftill  a  lamp  of  light,  their 
apprehenfion  of  all  things  clear  and  diftinft,   and  their  judg« 
ment  always  true.      Hence,   though  their  knowledge  is  li- 
mited,  (for  they  are  creatures)  though  they  are  ignorant  of 
jTinumerable   things,-  yet  they  are   not  liable  to   miftake : 

their 
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their  knowledge  is  perfeft  in  its  kind.  And  as  their  affec- 
tions are  all  conftantly  guided  by  their  unerring  underfland- 
ing,  fo  all  their  aftions  are  fuitable  thereto;  fo  they  do 
every  moment  not  their  own  will,  but  the  good  and  accept- 
able will  of  GOD.  Therefore  it  is  not  poflible  for  man, 
whofe  underftanding  is  darkened,  to  whom  miflake  is  as  na- 
tural as  ignorance,  who  cannot  think  at  all,  but  by  the  me- 
diation of  organs  which  are  weakened  and  depraved,  like 
the  other  parts  of  his  corruptible  body :  it  is  not  poflible, 
I  fay,  for  man  always  to  think  right,  to  apprehend  things 
dillinftly,  and  to  judge  truly  of  them.  In  confequence 
hereof  his  affeflions,  depending  on  his  underftanding,  are 
varioufly  difordercd.  And  his  words  and  afHons  are  influ- 
enced more  or  lefs,  by  the  diforder  both  of  his  undeiftand- 
ing  and  afTeftions,  It  follows,  that  no  man,  while  in  the 
body,   can  poflibly  attain   to  angelic  perfedion. 

2.  Neither  can  any  man  while  he  is  in  a  corruptible 
body,  attain  to  adamic  perfeftion.  Adam  before  his  fall, 
was  undoubtedly  as  pure,  as  free  from  fin  as  even  the  ho- 
ly angels.  In  like  manner  his  underftanding  was  as  clear 
as  theirs,  and  his  affe6Hons  as  regular.  In  virtue  of  this, 
as  he  always  judged  right,  fo  he  was  able  always  to  fpeak 
and  aft  right.  But  Imce  man  rebelled  againft  GOD,  the 
cafe  is  widely  different  with  him.  He  is  no  longer  able 
to  avoid  falling  into  innumerable  miftakes:  confequently 
he  cannot  always  avoid  wrong  affeftions,  neither  can  he  al- 
w^ays  think,  fpeak,  and  aft  right.  Therefore  man,  in  his 
prefent  ftate,  can  no  more  attain  adamic  than  angelic  per- 
fcftion. 

3.  The  higheft  perfeftion  which  man  can  attain,  while  j 
the  foul  dwells  in  the  body,  does  not  exclude  ignorance  I 
and  error,  and  a  thoufand  other  infirmities.  And  from  wrong 
judgments,  wrong  words  and  aftions  will  often  neceffarily 
flow.  And  in  fomc  cafes,  wrong  affeftions  alfo  may  fpring 
from  the  fame  fource.  I  may  judge  wrong  o^ you  :  I  may 
think  more  or  lefs  highly  of  you  than  I  ought  to  think.    And 

this  miftake  in  my  judgment  may  not  only  occafion  fome- 
thing  wrong  in  my  behaviour  ;  but  it  may  have  a  ftill  deep- 
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€r  effeft :  it  may  occafion  fomething  wrong  in  my  affec- 
tions. From  a  wrong  apprehcnfion,  I  may  love  and  efleem 
you  either  more  or  lefs  than  I  ought.  Nor  can  I  be  freed 
from  a  liablenefs  to  fuch  a  miftake,  while  I  remain  in  a  cor- 
ruptible body.  A  thoufand  infirmities  in  confequence  of 
this,  will  attend  my  fpirit,  till  it  returns  to  GOD  who  gave 
it.  And  in  numberlefs  inftances  it  comes  (hort  of  doing  the 
will  of  GOD,  as  Adam  did  in  Paradife.  Hence  the  beft  of 
men  may  fay  from  the  heart, 

"  Every  moment,  Lord,  I  need 
The  merit  of  thy  death,'' 

for  innumerable  violations  of  the  adamic  as  well  as  the 
angelic  law.  It  is  well  therefore  for  us,  that  we  are  not 
now  under  thefe,  but  under  the  law  of  love.  Love  is  now 
the  fulfilling  of  tht  law  ^  which  is  given  to  fallen  man.  This 
is  now,  with  refpeft  to  us,  the  perfeB  law.  But  even  a^ 
gainfl  this,  through  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  our  underftand- 
ing,  we  are  continually  liable  to  tranfgrefs.  Therefore 
every  man  livmg  needs  the  blood* of  atonement,  or  he 
could  not  ftand  before  GOD. 

4.  What  is  then  the  perfeftion  of  which  man  is  capable^ 
while  he  dwells  in  a  corruptible  body  ?  It  is  the  complying 
with  that  kind  command,  My  fan,  givt  me  thy  heart.  It  is 
the  loving  the  Lord  his  GOD  with  all  his  hearty  and  with  all 
his  foul,  and  with  all  his  mind.  This  is  the  fum  of  Chrif- 
tian  perfe6lion  :  it  is  all  comprifed  in  that  one  word,  Love. 
The  firfl  branch  of  it  is  the  love  of  GOD  :  and  as  he  that 
loves  GOD,  loves  his  brother  alfo,  it  is  infeparably  connefl- 
ed  with  the  fecond.  Thou  flialt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf 
Thou  {halt  love  every  man  as  thy  own  foul,  as  Chrift  lov- 
ed us.  On  thefe  two  commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the 
prophets :  thefe  contain  the  whole  of  Chriftian  perfeftion. 

5.  Another  view  of  this  is  given  us  in  thofe  words  of  the 
great  apoftle,  Let  this  mind  be  in  yon,  which  was  alfo  in 
Chrifl  Jefus.  For  although  this  immediately  and  direftly  re- 
fers  to  the  humility  of  our  Lord,,  yet  it  may  be  taken  in  a 

far 
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far  more  extenfive  fenfe,  fo  as  to  include  the  whole  difpoli* 
tion  of  his  mind,  all  his  afFeftions,  all  his  tempers,  both 
toward  GOD  and  man.  Now  it  is  certain,  that  as  there 
was  no  evil  affection  in  him,  fo  no  good  affeftion  or  tem- 
per was  wanting.  So  that  whatfotver  things  are  holv,  what- 
fotvtr  things  are  lovely^  are  all  included  in  the  mind  that  was 
in  Chrijl  jfefus. 

6.  St.  Paul,  when  writing  to  the  Galatians^  places  per- 
feftion  in  yet  another  view.  It  is  the  one  undividedyr^zV 
cf  the  Spirit,  which  he  defcribes  thus.  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
is  love,  joy,    peace :     lorig-fuffering,    gentlenefs,    goodnefs : 

fddity,  (fo  the  w^ord  fhould  be  tranflated  here)  vieeknejs, 
temperance.  What  a  glorious  conflellation  of  graces  is  here  ! 
Now  fuppofe  all  thefe  things  to  be  knit  together  in  one,  to 
be  united  together  in  the  foul  of  a  believer,  this  is  Chrifiian 
perfeftion, 

7.  Again  he  writes  to  the  Chriftians  at  Ephefus,  o{  put- 
ting on  the  new  man,  which  is  created  after  GOD,  in  righteouf 
nefs  and  true  holinefs.  And  to  the  ColoJJians,  of  the  new  man, 
renewed  after  the  image  of  hi?n  that  created  him  :  plainly  re- 
ferring to  the  words  in  Genefis  (chap.  i.  27.)  So  GOD  cre^ 
cted  man  in  his  own  image.  Now  the  moral  image  of  GOD 
confifts  (as  the  apoftle  obferves)  in  righteoufnefs  and  true 
holinefs.  By  fin  this  is  totally  deftroyed.  And  we  never 
can  recover  it,  till  we  arc  created  a-new  m  Chrift  Jcfus.  And 
this  is  perfeftion. 

8.  St.  Peter  exprefles  it  in  a  ftill  different  manner,  tho' 
to  the  fame  effeft.  As  he  that  hath  called  you  is  holy,  fo  be  ye 
holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation,  i  Peter  i.  15.  According 
to  this  apoftle  then,  perfeftion  is  another  name  for  uni- 
verfal  holinefs  :  inward  and  outward  righteoufnefs  :  holi- 
nefs of  life  arifing  from  holinefs  of  heart. 

g.  If  any  expreffions  can  be  fl.ronger  than  thefe,  they  are 
thofc  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Thejfalonians  :  (1  Epiille  v.  23.)  The 
GOD  of  peace  hiynfdf fanBify  you  wholly:  and  may  the  whole 
of  you,  the  f pint,  the  foul  and  the  body  (this  is  the  literal 
tranflation)  he  preftrved  blarnclefs  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord 
Jffus  Chrijl. 

10.  We 
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io.  Wc  cannot  fhew  this  fanflification  in  a  more  excel- 
lent vvay,  than  by  complying  with  that  exhortation  ot  the 
apoftle,  I  befeech  you^  br<^thren^  by  the  inercies  of  GOD,  that 
ye  pre fnt  your  bodies  (yourfelves,  your  fouls  and  bodies  ;  a 
part  put  for  the  whole,  by  a  common  figure  of  fpeech)  a  hv* 
ing  facrijict  unto  GOD  ;  to  whom  ye  were  confecrated  many 
years  ago  in  baptifm.  When,  what  was  then  devoted  is  ac- 
tually prefented  to  GOD,   then  is  the  man  of  GOD  perfeft. 

11.  To  the  fame  effeft  St.  Peter  fays,  1  Epiftle  ii.  5.  Vc 
nre  a  holy  prieJiAood,  to  offer  upfpiritualfacrifices  acceptable 
to  GOD  through  jefas  Chrijl.  But  what  facrifices  fhall  we 
offer  now,  feeing  the  Jewifli  difpenfation  is  at  an  end  ?  If 
you  have  truly  prefented  yourfelves,  you  offer  up  to  him 
continually^  all  your  thoughts^  and  words  and  aftions, 
through  the  Son  of  his  love,  as  a  facrifice  of  praif^  and 
thankfijivincfi 

12.  Thus  you  experience,  that  he  whofe  name  is  called 
Jefus,  does  not  bear  that  name  in  vain  :  that  he  does  in 
iiick  Jave  his  people  from  their  fins,  the  root  as  well  as  the 
branches.  And  ihi^  falvation  fro7nfn,  from  all  fin,  is  ano- 
ther defcription  of  perfeftion,  though  indeed  it  expreffes 
only  the  leaft,  the  lower  branch  of  it,  only  the  negative 
part  of  the  great  falvation, 

II.  I  propofed,  in  the  fecorid  place,  to  anfwer  fome  pb- 
jcftions  to  this  fcriptural  account  of  perfeflion. 

1.  One  common  objetlion  to  it  is,  That  there  is  no  pro- 
mlfe  of  it  in  the  word  of  GOD.  If  this  be  fo,  we  mull 
•give  it  up:  we  fhould  have  no  foundation  to  build  upon. 
For  the  promifes  of  GOD  are  the  only  fnre  foundation  of 
our  hope.  Bat  furely  there  is  a  very  clear  and  full  promife 
that  we  fiiall  all  love  the  Lord  our  GOD  with  all  our  hearts. 
So  we  read,  Deut.  xxx.  6.  The  Lord  thy  GOD  will  nrcmncift 
thy  heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  feed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy 
GOD  zuith  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  foul.  Equally  ex- 
prefs  is  the  word  of  our  Lord,  which  is  no  Icfs  a  promife, 
though  in  (he  form  of  a  command,  (Matt.  xxii.  37.)  Tkoit^ 
fhilt  love  the  Lord  thy  GOD  with  all  thy  heart,  and  xiith  all 
thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  juind :   no  wordii  can  be   more 
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strong  tban  thcfc,  no  promife  can  be  more  exprefs.  Iri 
like  manner,  Thoujhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyfelf\%  a§ 
exprefs  a  proniife  as  a  command. 

Q.  And  indeed  that  general  and  unlimited  promife.  whicH 
funs  through  the  whole  gofpel-difpenfatibn,  /  will  put  ?ny 
lazus  in  their  minds^  and  zvrite  them  in  their  hearts^  turns  all 
the  commands  into  promifes;  and  confequently  that  among 
the  reft,  M  this  mind  he  in  you  which  was  alfo  in  Chrijl  Je- 
fas.  The  command  here  is  equivalent  to  a  promife,  and 
gives  us  full  reafon  to  expeft,  that  the  Lord  will  work  in 
us  what  he  requires  of  us. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  friiit  of  the  fpirit,  the  apofile  ia 
affirming,    Thejruit.  of  the  fpirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,   long- 

fujfering,  gentlenefs,  goo dnefs,  fidelity^  meeknefs,  temperance: 
docs  in  effeft  affirm,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  aftually  works 
love,  and  thefe  other  teinpers  in  thofe  that  arie  lied  by  him. 
So  that  here  alfo  we  have  firm  ground  to  tread  upon;  this 
fcripttire  likdwife  being  equivalent  to  a  promife,  and  affuring 
us  that  all  thefe  fliall  be  wrought  in  us,  provided  wis  arc 
led  by  the  Spirit; 

4.  And  when  the  apoftle  fays  to  the  Ephefians,  (chap,  ivo 
ti,  &c.)  Ye  have  been  taught,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus,  to  be 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  oj  your  mind,  and  to  put  on  the  netju 
man,  which  is  created  after  GOD,  (that  is,  after  the  image 
of  GOD,)  in  righteoufnefs  arid  true  holinefs:  he  leaves  us 
no  room  to  doubt,  but  GOD  will  thus  renew  us  in  the  fpi- 
rit of  our  mind,  and  create  us  anew  in  the  image  of  GOD ^ 
wherein  we  were  at  firjl  created.  Otherwife  it  could  tiot  be 
faid,   that  this  is  the  truth  as  it  is  in  JefuS. 

5.  The  command  of  GOD  given  by  St.  Peter,  Be  ye  ho^ 
ly  as  he  that  hath  called  you  is  holy  in  all  manner  of  conver* 

fation,  implies  a  promife,  that  we  fhall  be  thus  holy,  if  we 
are  not  wanting  to  ourfelves.  Nothing  can  be  wanting  on 
GOD's  part:  as  he  has  called  us  to  holinefs,  he  is  undoubt- 
edly willing,  as  well  as  able,  to  work  this  holinefs  in  us. 
For  he  cannot  mock  his  helplefs  creatures,  calHng  us  to  re- 
ceive v/hat  he  never  intends  to  give.  That  he  does  call  us 
thereto  is  undeniable;  therefore  he  will  give  it,  if  we  arc 
not  difobedient  to  the  heavenly  calling,  6.  The 
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6,.  The  prayer  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Thfjfalonians,  That 
GOD  would  fantlify  them  throughout,  and  that  the  whole  of 
them,  thefpirit,  the  foul,  and  the  body,  might  be  preferved 
bla7neltfs\  will  undoubtedly  be  heard  in  behalf  of  ail  the 
ciiildren  of  GOD,  as  well  as  of  thofe  at  Thejfabnica,  Here- 
by therefore  all  chriftians  are  encouraged  to  expeft  the  fame 
blefTing  from  the  GOD  of  peace,  namely,  that  they  alfo  fhall 
he  fanQ fed  throughout,  in  fptrit,  foul  and  body:  and  that 
the  whole  of  them  fhall  be  prefrved  bldmelefs^  unto  the  coming 
»f  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

7.   But  the  great  queftion  is,   vvhether  there  is  any  pro- 
mi  fe  in  fcripture,   that  we  (hall  h^Javed from  fin?  Undoubt- 
edly  there  is.      Such  is   that  promife,   Pfalm  cxxx.    8.    He 
fidl  redeem  Ifrael  from  all  his  fins:  exaftly  anfwerable  to 
'thofe  words  of  the  angel,   He  fhall  fave  his  people  from  their 
fins,  and  furely  he,  is  able  to  fave  unto  the  uttermofl,   them 
that  come  unto  GOD  through  him.      Such  is  that  glorious 
promife    given   through  the  prophet    Ezekiel,   in   the  36th. 
chapter.    Then  will  I  fpr inkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  yf. 
fhall  be  clean  ;  from  all  your  flthmefs  and  from  all  your  idols 
will  I  clean! e  you:  a  nevj  heart  aljo   will  I  give  you,  and  a 
new  f pint  will  I  put  within  you:  arid  I  will  take  away  the 
flony  heart  out  of  your  fefh,  and  L  will  give  you  a  heart  of 
flfli:    and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,   and  caufe  you 
to  walk  in  my  flatutes,   and  ye  ficdl  keep  my  judgments,    and 
do  them,  ver.  25 — 27.      Such  (to  mention  no  more)  is  tliat 
pronounced  by  Z^chariah,   (Luke  i.  73 — 75,),  the  oath  which 
he  f ware  to  our  father  Abraham,   that  he  would  grant  un- 
to us,   being  delivered  .out  of  the  hand  of  our  enemies  (and 
fuch  doubtlefs  are  all  our  fins)  to  frve  him   without  fear, 
in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  our 
hfe.      The   lafl:  part  of  this  promife  is  peculiarly  worthy  of 
our  obfervation.      Left  any  fhould  fay,     **  True,   we  (hall 
be  faved    from    our   fins    when    we   die  ;'*    that    claufe    is 
remarkably   added,     as    if  on   purpofe    to  obviate  this  pre- 
tence,  all  the  days  of  our  life.      With  what  modefiy   then 
can  any  one  affirm,    "  That  none  fhall  enjoy    this   liberty 
ixll  death  r 

8.  "  Bm 


3S0  A    SJRMON     ON     HE3PvEWS    vi.    t. 

8.  *'  But,  fay  fome,  lliis  cannot  be  the  meaning  of  tne 
words  ;  for  the  thing  is  impoiTible."  It  is  impoffible  to  men: 
but  tlie  things  impoluble  with  men,  are  poflible  with  GOI). 
'*  Nay,  but  this  is  iinpofuble  in  its  own  nature  :  for  it  in^- 
plies  a  contradiction,  that  a  man  fliould  be  faved  from  all 
{in,   while  he  is  in  a  fmtul  body/' 

There  is  a  great  deal  offeree  in  this  objeftion.  And  per- 
haps we  allow  moft  of  what  you  contend  for.  We  have  al- 
ready allowed  that  while  we  are  in  the  body,  we  cannot  be 
wholly  free  froni  miftake.  Notwithftanding  all  our  care,  we 
fhall  Ptill  be  liable  to  judge  wrong  in  many  inflances.  And 
a  miftake  injudgm.ent  will  very  frequently  occafion  a  m.if- 
take  in  praBice.  Nay,  a  wrong  judgment  may  occafion 
fomething  in  the  temper  or  pafTions,  which  is  not  firiflly 
right.  It  may  occafion  needlefs  fear,  or  ill-grounded  hope  ; 
unreafonable  love,  or  unreafonable  averfion^  But  all  this  is 
no  way  inconfiflent  with  the  perfeftion  above  defcribed. 

9.  You  fay,  "  Yes,  it  is  inconfiflent  with  the  laft  article  : 
it  cannot  confiit  with  falvation  from  fin,"  I  anfwer,  it  will 
perfectly  well  confiil:  with  falvation  from  fin,  according  to 
the  following  definition  of  fin,  (which  I  apprehend  to  be  the 
fcriptural  definition  of  it)  *'  A  voluntary  tranfgreflion  ot  a 
known  law./'  *'  Nay,  but  oil  tranfgreflions  of  the  law  of 
GOD,  whether  voluntary  or  involuntary,  are  fin.  For 
St.  John  fays,  h\\  fin  is  a  tranfgri'jjion  of  the  lawT  True,, 
but  he  does  not  fay,  **  All  tranfgrcffion  pf  the  lav/  is  fin." 
This  I  deny  :    let  him  prove  it  that  can. 

To  fay  the  truth,  this  is  a  iTicrc  ftrite  of  word^.  You  fay, 
**  None  is  faved  from  fin  m  your  fcnfe  of  the  woid  :"  but  \ 
do  not  admit  pf  that  fenfe,  becaufe  tlie  word,  is  never  fo 
taken  in  fcripture.  And  you  cannot  deny  the  pofTibility  of 
being  faved  from  fin,  in  jny  fenfe  of  the  word.  And  this  is  the 
fenfe  wherein  the  word  fin  is  over  and  over  taken  in  fcripture. 

*'  But  furely  we    c3,nnot    be  faved    from    fin,   while   we 
dwell  in  zjivful  body.''   K finjul  body?   I  pray,  obferve,  bov/ 
deeply  ambiguous,    how  equivocal    this  exprefl[ion  is  !    But 
thpre   is    no   authority   for  it  in   fcriptilre  :    the  \so\di  Jnjiil 
kpdy  is  never  found  there.   Aiidas  it  is  totally  unfciiptural,  fp 

it 


A  SERMON    ON    HEBREWS  vi.   1,  381 

it  is  palpably  abfurd.  For  no  body,  or  matter  of  any  kind, 
can  h^finful:  fpirits  alone  are  capable  of  fin.  Pray,  in  what 
part  of  the  body  fhould  fin  lodge  ?  It  cannot  lodge  in  the 
(kin,  nor  in  the  mufcles,  or  nerves,  or  veins,  or  arteries  : 
it  cannot  be  in  the  bones  any  more  than  in  the  hair,  or  nails. 
Only  the  foul  can  be  the  feat  of  fin. 

10.  *'  But  does  not  St.  PWhimfelf  fay,  They  that  arz  in 
ihejlejh^  cannot pkafe  GOD?''  I  am  afraid  the  found  of  thefe 
words  has  deceived  many  unwary  fouls  ;  who  have  been  told 
thofe  words,  they  that  are  in  the  Jlejh,  mean  the  iame  as 
they  that  are  in  the  body.  No.  nothing  Icfs.  The  Jlcjhm 
this  text  no  more  means  the  body  than  it  does  the  foul. 
Abel,  Epoch,  Abraham  :  yea,  all  that  cloud  of  witneiTes 
lecited  by  St.  Paul  in  the  eleventh  of  the  Hebrews,  did  ac- 
tually pleafe  GOD,  while  they  were  in  the  body,  as  he 
himfelf  teftifies.  The  expreffion  therefore  here  means  nei- 
ther more  nor  lefs,  than  they  that  are  unbelievers,  they 
that  are  in  their  natural  iiate,  they  that  are  without  GOD 
in  the  world. 

11.  But  let  us  attend  to  the  rcafon  of  the  thing.  Why 
cannot  the  Almighty  fanftify  the  foul  while  it  is  in  the  body? 
Cannot  he  fanclify  j(7^  while  you  are  in  this  houfe,  as  well 
as  in  the  open  air  ?  Can  the  wails  of  brick  or  Rone  hinder 
liini  ?  No  more  can  thefe  walls  of  flcfli  and  blood  hinder 
him  a  moment  from  fan6lifying  you  throughout.  He  can 
jufl;  as  eafily  fave  you  from  all  fin  in  the  body,  as  out  of  the 
body. 

**  But  has  he  promifed,  thus  to  fave  us  from  fin,  while 
we  are  in  the  body  ?"  Undoubtedly  he  has  :  for  a  promife  is 
implied  in  every  commandment  of  GOD;  confequently  in 
that,  Thou  JJialt  love  the  Lord  thy  GOD  with  all  thy  hearty 
and  With  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind^  For  this  and 
every  other  commandment  is  given,  not  to  the  dead,  but  to  the 
living.  It  is  alfo  exprefied  in  the  words  above  recited,  That 
we  fiiould  walk  in  holinefs  before  him  all  the  days  of  our  life, 

I  have  dwelt  the  longer  on  this,  becaufe  it  is  the  grand 
argument  of  thofe  who  oppofe  falvation  from  fin  :  and  alfi), 
becaufe  it  has  not  been  fo  frequently  and  fo  fully  anfwered  ; 

whereas 
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whereas  the   arguments    taken    from  fcripture,    have   beea 
anfwered  a  hundred  times  over. 

12.  But  a  ftill  more  plaufible  objeftion  remains,  taken 
from  experience  ;  which  is,  That  there  are  no  living  wit- 
ncffes  of  this  falvation  from  fin.  In  anfwer  to  this  I  allows 
1.  That  there  are  not  many  :  even  in  this  fenfe,  there  are 
not  many  fathers.  Such  is  our  hardnefs  af  heart,  fuch  our 
flownefs  to  believe  what  both  the  prophets  and  apoftlea 
have  fpoke,  that  there  are  few,  exceeding  few  true  witnef- 
fes  of  the  great  falvation. 

1  allow,   2.  That  there  are  falfe  vyitnefles,  who  either  de- 
ceive  their  own  fouls,  ,and  fpeak  of  the  things  they  know 
not :   or  fpeak   lies  in   hypocrify.     And   I  have  frequently 
wondered,   that  we  have  not  more  of  both  forts.     It  is  no- 
thing ftrange,  that   mien  of  warm    imaginations   Ihould  de- 
ceive themfelves  in  this  rrialter.     Many   do    the  fame   with 
regard  to  juftification  :   they  imagine  they  are  juftified,  and 
are  not.   But  though  many  imagine  it  falfely,  yet  there  aie 
fome  that  are  truly  juftified.  And  thus^   though  many  ima- 
gine they  are  fanftified,   and  are  not,  yet  there  are  fome  that 
are  really  fanftified.    I  allow,  3dly,  That  fome  who  once  en- 
joyed   full  falvation,  have  now  totally  loft  it.      They  once 
walked  in  glorious  liberty,   giving  GOD  their  whole  heart, 
rejoicing    evermore^  praying   without   cenfing^   and  in   every 
thing  giving  thanks.  But  it  is  paft.      They  now  are  fhorn  of 
their    flrengih,     and     become    like   other   men.       Perhaps 
they  do  not  give  up  their  confidence  ;   they  ftiil  have  a  fcnfe 
of  his  pardoning  love.      But  even  this  is  frequently  aflault- 
ed  by  doubts  and  fears,  fo  that    they  hold  it  with  a  trem- 
bling hand. 

13.  *'  Nay  this  (fay  fom.f  pious  and  fenfible  men)  is  the. 
very  thing  which  we  contend  for.  We  grant,  it  may  pleafe 
GOD,  to  make  fome  of  his  children  for  a  time  unfpeaka- 
bly  holy  and  happy.  We  will  not  deny,  that  they  may  en- 
joy all  the  holinefs  and  happinefs  which  you  fpcak  of.  But 
it  is  on\y  for  a  time  :  GOD  never  defigned,  that  it  fhould 
continue  to  their  lives*  end.      Confequently  ^in  is  only  fuf- 

pended:   it  is  not  deftrcned.'* 

^  This 
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This  you  a85rm.     But  it  is  a  thing  of  fo  deep  importance, 
that  it  cannot  be  allowed  without  clear  and  cogent  proof. 
And  where  is  the  proof?  We  know  that  in  general  the  gifts  and 
callings  of  GOD  are  without  repentance.    He  does  not  repent 
of  any  gifts  which  he  hath  bellowed  upon  the  children  of 
men.      And  how  does  the  contrary  appear,  with  regard  to 
this  particular  gift  of  GOD  ?   Why  fhould  we  imagine,  that 
he  ivill  make  an  exception,  with  refpeft  to  the  moll  preci- 
ous ot  all  his  gifts  on  this  fide    heaven  ?  Is  he  not  as  able 
to  give  it  us  always,   as  to  give  it  once  ?   as  able  to  give  it 
tor  fifty  years,  as  for  one  day  ?   and  how  can   it  be  proved^ 
that  he  is  not  willing  to  continue   this  his  loving-kindnefs? 
How  is  this  fuppofition,   that  he  is  not  willing,    confident 
with  the  pofitive  affertion    of  the  apoflle  ?    Who  after  ex- 
horting the  Chriftians  at  Theffalonica^  and  in  them  all  Chrifti- 
ans  in  all  ages,  to  rejoice  evermore^  pray  witliout  cea/ing,  and 
in  every  thing  give  thanks,  immediately  adds   (as   if  on  pur- 
pofe  to  anfwer  thofe,  who  denied,   not  the  power,  but  the 
tinll  of  GOD  to  work  this  in  them)  ./^r  this  is  the  will  of 
GOD  concerning  you  in  Chrifl   Jfus,      Nay,   and  it   is  re- 
markable,  that  after  he  had  delivered  that  glorious  promife 
(fuch  it   properly   is)  in   the  twenty    third  verfe,   The  very 
GOD  of  peace  ftiall  fanSify  you  wholly,  and  the  whole  of  you 
\{o  it  is  in  the  original)  the  fpirit,  the  foul,  and  the  body^ 
fliall  be  preferved  blamelefs  unto  the  coming  of  the  Lord  JefiLS 
thrifl :  he  adds  again,   Faithful  is  he  that  hath  called  you^ 
who  alfo  will  do  it.      He  will  not  only  fanflify  you  wholly, 
but  will  preferve  you  in  that  ftate,  until  he  comes  to  receive 
you  unto  himfelf. 

14.  Agreeably  to  this,  is  the  plain  matter  of  faft.  Se- 
veral perfons  have  enjoyed  this  bleffing,  without  any  inter- 
ruption for  many  years.  Several  enjoy  it  at  this  day.  And 
not  a  few  have  enjoyed  it  unto  their  death,  as  they  have  de- 
clared with  their  lateft  breath  ;  calmly  witneffing,  that  GOD 
had  faved  them  from  all  fm,  till  their  fpirit  returned  to 
GOD. 

15.  As  to  the  whole  head  of  objefclions  taken  from  expe-^ 
riertce,  I  defire  it  may  be  obferved  farther,  either  the  per- 

ion« 
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fons  objcQed  to,  have  attained  Chriflian  perfeftion,  or  lliey 
have  not.  If  they  have  not,  whatever  ohjeftions  are  brought 
sigainft  theni,  ftrike  wide  of  the  mark.  For  they  are  not  the 
pcrfons  we  are  talking  ot :  therefore  whatever  they  are  or  do, 
is  befide  the  queflion.  But  if  they  have  attained  it,  if  they 
znfwcr  the  defcription  given  under  the  nine  preceding  arti- 
cles, no  rcafonable  objcftion  can  lie  againft  them.  They 
are  fuperior  to  all  cenfure.  And  tvtry  tongue  that  rifdh  up 
agaiyijl  them,   will  they  utterly  condemn. 

16.  *'  But  I  never  faw  one"  (continues  the  objeflor)  "that 
anfwered  my  idea  of  perfeftion."  It  may  be  fo.  And  it  is 
probable  (as  I  obferved  elfewhere)  you  never  will.  For  your 
idea  inchides  abundantly  too  much  :  even  freedom  irom 
thofe  infirmities,  which  are  not  feparable  from  a  fpirit  that 
is  connetled  with  fiefh  and  blood.  But  if  you  keep  to  the 
account  that  is  given  above,  and  allow  for  the  weaknefs  of 
human  underftanding,  you  may  fee  at  this  day  undeniable  in^. 
fiances  of  genuine,  fcriptural  perfeftion. 

III.  1.  It  only  remains,  in  the  third  place,  to  expoflulate 
a  httle  with  the  oppofers  ot  this  perfeftion. 

Now  permit  me  to  afk,  Why  are  you  fo  angry  with  thofc 
who  profefs  to  have  attained  this  ?  and  fo  mad  (I  cannot  give 
it  any  fofter  title)  againft  Chriftian  perfection?  againft  the 
moft  glorious  gift  which  GOD  ever  gave  to  the  c'hildren  of 
men  upon  earth  ?  View  it  in  every  one  of  the  preceding 
points  of  light,  and  fee  what  it  contains  that  is  either  odi- 
ous or  terrible  :  that  is  calculated  to  excite  either  hatred  or 
fear,  in  any  reafonabie  creature. 

What  rational  objeciion  can  you  have,  to  the  loving  the 
Lord  your  GOD  with  all  your  heart  ?  Why  fliould  you  have 
any  aveifion  to  it  ?  Why  Ihould  you  be  afraid  of  it  ?  Would 
it  do  you  any  hurt  ?  Would  it  lelfen  your  happinefs,  either 
in  this  vv^orld  or  the  world  to  come  ?  And  why  (hould  you 
be  unwilling,  that  others  fliould  give  him  their  whole  heart  ? 
Or  that  they  fliould  love  their  neighbours  as  thcmfelvcs  ? 
Yea,  as  Chrijl  hath  loved  us  ?  Is  this  deteftable  ?  Is  it  the 
proper  objctt  of  hatred  ?  Or  is  it  not  the  moft  ami^ible  thing 

under 
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^nder  the  Tun  ?  Is  it  proper  to  move  terror  ?  Is  it  not  ra- 
ther defirable  in  the  higheft  degree  ? 

2.  Why  arc  you  fo  averfe  to  having  in  you  the  whole 
mind  which  was  in  Chrijl  Jcjus  ?  AH  the  afFeftions,  all  the 
tempers  and  difpofitions  which  were  in  him,  while  he  dwelt 
among  men?  Why  fhould  you  be  afraid  of  this  ?  Would  it  be 
any  worfe  for  you,  were  GOD  to  work  in  you  this  very 
hour,, all  the  mind  that  was  in  him?  If  not,  why  fhould 
you  hinder  others  from  feeking  this  bleffing?  Or  be  difpleafed 
at  thofe  who  think  they  have  attained  it  ?  Is  any  thing  more 
lovely  ?  Any  thing  more  to  be  defired  by  every  child  of  man  f 

3.  Why  are  you  averfe  to  having  the  wholeyrx^zV  of  th^ 
Spirit?  Love,  joy,  peace,  long-fufieringj  meeknefs,  gentle- 
hefs  :  fidelity,  goodnefs,  temperance  ?  Why  fhould  you  be 
afraid  of  having  all  thefe  planted  in  your  inmofl  ibul  ?  As 
0Lgain/l  thefe  there  is  no  law,  fo  there  cannot  be  any  reafon- 
iible  objeftion.  Surely  nothing  is  more  defirable,  than  that 
all  thefe  tempers  fhould  take  deep  root  in  your  heart :  nay, 
in  the  hearts  of  all  that  name  the  name  of  Chirfl :  yea,  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 

4.  What  reafon  have  you  to  be  afraid  of,  or  to  entertain 
any  averfion  to,  the  being  renewed  in  tht  whole  image  of  him 
that  created  yon  ?  Is  not  this  more  defirable  than  any  thing 
under  heaven  ?  Is  it  not  confummately  amiable  ?  What  can 
you  wifli  for  in  comparifon  of  this,  either  for  your  own  foul, 
or  for  thofe  for  whom  you  entertain  the  flrongefl  and  ten- 
derefl  affeftion  ?  And  when  you  enjoy  this,  what  remains, 
but  to  be  changed  from  glory  to  glory ^  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord? 

5.  Why  fhould  you  be  averfe  to  univerfal  holinefs  ?  Th^ 
fame  thing  under  another  name.  Why  fhould  you  enter- 
tain any  prejudice  againfl  this,  or  look  upon  it  wilh  appre- 
henfion,  whether  you  underfland  by  that  term  the  being  in- 
wardly conformed  to  the  whole  image  and  wilFot  God  ;  or 
an  outward  behaviour,  in  every  point  fuitable  to  that  con- 
formity ?  Can  you  conceive  any  thing  more  amiable  than 
this  ?  Any  thing  more  defirable  ?  Set  prejudice  afide,  and 
furely  you  will  defire  to  fee  it  diffufed  over  all  the  earth. 

Vol.  IL  gC  6.1s 
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.  6.  Is  perfe6Hon  (to  vary  the  cxpreflion)  the  hurngfanrti* 
Jied  throughout  in  Jpirit,  foul  and  body  ?  What  lover  of 
GOD  and  man  can  be  averfe  to  this,  or  entertain  frightful 
apprehciifions  ot  it  ?  Is  it  not  in  your  bell  rcomenls  your 
dcfue  to  be  all  ot  apiece?  All  confillent  with  yourfelf  ? 
*'  All  faith,  all  mecknefs,  and  all  love  ?"  And  fuppofe  you 
were  once  poiFeit  of  this  glorious  liberty,  would  not  you 
wiih  to  continue  therein  ?  To  be  preferved  hlamdefs  unto 
the  ccming  of  our  Lord  J 'pas  Chrijl  ? 

7.  For  what  caufe  {hould  you  that  are  children  of  GOD, 
be  averfe  to  or  afraid  of  prefenting  yourfelves,  your  foulfi 
and  bodies,  as  a  living  facrifice,  holy,  acceptable  to  GOD? 
to  GOD  your  creator,  your  redeemer,  your  fanflifier  ?  Cau 
any  thing  be  more  defnable  than  this  entire  felf-dedicatiori 
to  him  ?  And  is  it  not  your  willi  that  all  mankind  fliould 
unite  in  this  reafonable  fervice  ?  Surely  no  one  can  be  averfe 
to  this,   without  being  an  enemy  to  all  mankind. 

8.  And  why  fcould  you  be  afraid  of  or  averfe  to  what  is 
naturally  implied  in  this  ?  Namely,  the  offering  up  all  our 
thoughts,  and  words,  and  aftions,  as  a  fpiritual  facrifice  to 
GOD,  acceptable  to  him  through  the  blood  and  interceflion 
of  his  well-beloved  Son  ?  Surely  you  cannot  deny  that  this 
is  good  and  profitable  to  men,  as  wxll  as  pleafing  to  GOD. 
Should  you  not  then  devoutly  pray^  that  both  you  and  all 
mankind,   may  thus  worfliip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  ? 

g.  Suffer  me  to  afk  one  qucflion  more.  Why  fhould 
any  man  of  reafon  and  religion,  be  either  afraid  of,  or  averfe 
to,  falvation  from  all  fin  ?  Is  not  fin  the  greatefl  evil  on  this 
fide  hell  ?  And  if  fo,  does  it  not  naturally  follow,  that  an 
entire  deliverance  from  it  is  one  ©f  the  greatefl  bleffings  on 
this  fide  heaven  ?  How  earneflly  then  fliould  it  be  prayed 
for  by  all  the  children  of  GOD  ?  By  fin  I  mean,  '  a  vo- 
luntary tranfgreffion  of  a  known  law."  Are  you  averfe  io 
being  delivered  from  this?  Are  you  afraid  of  fuch  a  delive- 
rance? Do  youthen  love  fin,  that  you  are  fo  unwilling  to 
part  with  it  ?  Surely  no.  You  do  not  love  either  the  devil 
or  his  works.  You  rather  wifh  to  be  totally  delivered  from 
them  ;  to  have  fin  rooted  out  both  of  your  life  and  your 
heart.  to.  I  have 
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10.  I  have  frequently  obferved,  and  not  without  furprife, 
that  the  oppofers  of  perfection  are  more  vehement  againft  it 
when  it  is  placed  in  this  view,  than  in  any  other  whatfo- 
ever  :  they  will  allow  all  you  fay  of  the  love  of  GOD  and 
man  ;  of  the  mind  v/hich  was  in  Chrift,  of  the  fruit  of  the 
Spirit,  of  the  image  of  GOD,  of  univerfal  holinefs,  of  en- 
tire felf-dedication,  of  fanftification  in  fpirit,  foul,  and  bo- 
dy: yea,  and  of  the  offering  up  all  our  thoughts,  words, 
and  actions,  as  a  facrifice  to  GOD.  All  this  they  will  al- 
low, fo  we  will  allpw  iin,  a  little  fin,  to  remain  in  us  till 
death. 

11.  Pray  compare  this  with  that  remarkable  paffage  in 
John  Bunyan\  Holy  War,  When  Im?namid,  fays  he,  had 
driven  Diaholus  and  all  his  forces  out  of  the  city  of  Manfoul^ 
Diabolus  preferred  a  petition  to  lm?nanuel,  that  he  might 
have  only  a  fmall  part  of  the  city.  When  this  was  rejeft- 
ed,  he  begged  to  have  only  a  little  room  within  the  walls. 
But  Immanuel  anfwered,  **  He  (hould  have  no  place  in  it  at 
all,   no,  not  to  reft  the  fole  of  his  foot." 

Had  not  the  good  old  man  forgot  himfelf  ?  Did  not  the 
force  of  truth  fo  prevail  over  him  here,  as  utterly  to  over- 
turn his  own  fyftem  ?  To  aiTert  perfeflion  in  the  cleareft 
manner  ?  For  if  this  is  not  falvation  from  fin,  I  cannot  tell 
what  is. 

12.  **  No,"  fays  a  great  man,  *'  this  is  the  error  of  errors: 
I  hate  it  from  my  heart.  I  purfue  it  through  all  the  world 
with  fire  and  fword."  Nay,  why  fo  vehemiCnt  ?  Do  you 
ferioufly  think  there  is  no  error  under  heaven  equal  to  this  ? 
Here  is  fomething  which  I  ca^mot  underftand.  Why  are 
thofe  that  oppofe  falvation  from  fin,  few  excepted,  fo  eager? 
I  had  almoft  faid  furious  ?  Are  you  fighting ^r^  aris  & focis  ? 
For  GOD  and  your  country  ?  For  all  you  have  in  the  world  ? 
For  all  that  is  near  and  dear  unto  you  ?  For  your  liberty  ? 
Your  life  ?  In  GOD's  name,  why  are  you  fo  fond  of  fin  ? 
What  good  has  it  ever  done  you  ?  What  good  is  it  ever  like- 
ly to  do,-,  either  in  this  world  or  in  the  world  to  come  ?  And 
why  are  you  fo  violent  againft  thofe  that  hope  for  deliver- 
ance from  it  ?  Have  patience  with  us,  if  we  arc  in  an  error  : 

yea, 
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yea,  fuffer  us  to  enjoy  our  error.  If  we  fliould  not  attam 
it,  the  very  expeftation  of  this  deliverance  gives  us  prefent 
comfort :  Yea,  and  minifters  ftrength,  to  refill  thofe  ene- 
mies which  we  expeft  to  conquer.  If  you  could  perfuadeus 
to  defpair  of  that  victory,  we  fhould  give  over  the  conteft. 
Now  we  are  faved  by  hf^pe  :  from  this  very  hope  a  dcgreq 
of  falvatioa  fprings.     Be  not  angry  at  thofe  who  are 

Felices  err  ore  fuo  : 

Happy  in  their  miftake.  Elfe,  be  their  opinion  right  oy 
wrong,  your  temper  is  undeniably  finful  :  bear  then  with  m^ 
as  we  do  with  you  :  and  fee  whether  the  Lord  will  not  de- 
liver us  ?  Whether  he  is  not  able,  yea,  and  willing  to  fave 
them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto  GOD  through  him  I' 

Tunbridge-Wells^    Dec.  6,  1784. 

THE     EXPJ&RIENCE     Of 

ELIZABETH    JACKSON. 


I 


/  June   18,   1764. 

Am  not  underftood,  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  explain 
myfelf.  This  caufes  fome  to  fay,  my  experience  is  not 
fcriptural,  becaufe  I  have  no  complaints.  But  I  know,  I 
am  approved  of  GOD  every  mpment.  I  find  my  nature  is 
changed  ;  my  heart  is  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience, 
and  cleanfed  from  all  unrighteoufnefs.  GOD  has  wafhed 
me  with  pure  water,  and  I  find,  all  I  do  or  fay  is  fanftify* 
cd.  But  when  I  fay,  I  am  perfcftly  happy,  lacking  nothings 
many  are  offended.  They  afk  me  if  I  want  no  more  faith  : 
and  I  know  not  how  to  anfwer  them.  But  I  feel  the  ato- 
ning blood  of  Chrift  applied  to  me  every  moment.  This  cau- 
fes my  joys  to  flow  as  a  river,  and  makes  me  rejoice  ever- 
more, pray  without  ceafing,  and  in  every  thing  give  thanks. 

I  find 
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I  find  my  foul  in  one  continual  flame.  I  have  liberty  of 
fpirit :  Chrift  has  freed  me  from  every  entanglement  below: 
Chrift  fits  on  my  heart,  and  feeds  my  foul,  and  confumes 
all  my  enemies.  I  find  nothing  within,  but  a  fweet  fereni- 
ty  and  harmony  of  love.  My  reft  is  in  GOD  :  my  heart 
is  ftayed,  and  my  life  is  one  continual  looking  up  to  him. 
The  Spirit  is  quick  and  powerful,  and  teftifies  that  the  work 
is  finilhed.  My  evidence  of  it  is  as  clear  as  the  fun  in  the 
firmament.  I  fee  myfelf  and  my  performances  lefs  than  no- 
thing ;  but  GOD  looks  upon  me  in  Chrift.  1  find  "  my 
every  aft,  word,  thought,  is  love."  My  every  breath 
afcends  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  returns  pure  to  my  heart. 
My  foul  is  watered  every  moment  :  the  Spirit  afcendeth  and 
d^fcendeth,  and  ceafeth  not.  My  heart  is  as  wax  before 
the  fire,  ready  to  be  diflblved  and  be  no  more.  The  glo- 
rious weight  of  the  power  of  GOD  fliakes  this  earthly  ta- 
bernacle. Every  finew  is  as  unftrung  :  every  cord  unloofed  : 
my  body  ftands  as  in  a  totter.  A  little  more  of  the  fire  of 
GOD's  love,  and  it  will  drive  the  fpirit  hence.  I  thiift  for 
nothing  but  to  fee  GOD.  Yet  my  joys  increafe  and  abound, 
and  are  maintained  every  moment,  I  know  not  how;  only  it  is 
by  faith  in  the  Son  of  GOD.  He  is  ever  with  me ;  therefore 
nothing  difcompofes  my  mind  ;  but  fhould  he  withdraw,  I 
Ihould  faint.  For  I  have  no  ftrength  :  and  I  rely  on  no- 
thing but  the  promifes  of  GOD  :  who,  I  believe,  has  faved 
9iy  foul,  and  zvill  fave  nae  for  ever. 


Am 
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An  extract 

C/i/ie  Revi.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY's  Journal^ 

From  Auguft;  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,  1739. 

\Continued  from  page  339.] 

IN  the  evening,  while  I  was  declaring  that  Jcfus  Chrift 
had  given  himftlf  a  ranfomfor  all,  three  perfons  almoft 
at  once,   funk  down   as  dead,   having  all  their  fins  fet   in 
array  before  them.      But  in  a  fhort  time  they  were   raifcd 
up,   2nd  knew  that  the  Lamb  of  GOD  who  taketh  away  the 
fin  of  the  world,   had  taken   away  their  fins. 

Sunday  13.  I  began  expounding  in  the  morning,  the 
xiiith  chapter  of  the  firft  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians.  At 
Hannam  I  farther  explained  the  promife  given  by  faith  ; 
as  I  dici  alfo  at  Rof  green.  At  Clfton  it  pleafcd  GOD  to 
affift  me  greatly,  in  fpeaking  on  thofe  words,  He  that  drink- 
€th  of  this  water  f hall  thirfl  again;  hut  whofo  drinketh  of 
the  water  that  I  fhall  give  him,  fhall  never  fhirfl :  But  the 
xvater  which  I  fliall give  himfiall  he  in  him  a  well  of  water ^ 
fp^f^ging  up  into  evcrlajlh  g  life. 

My  ordinary  employm.ent  (in  public)  was  now  as  follows: 
Every  morning  I  read  prayers  and  preached  at  Newgate, 
Every  evening  I  expounded  a  portion  of  fcripture,  at  one, 
or  more  of  the  focieties.  On  Monday  in  the  afternoon  I 
preached  abroad  near  Brifiol;  on  Tmfday  at  Bath  and  Two, 
'iuile  A/// alternately.  On  Wednefday  at  Baptiji -mills.  Eve- 
ry other  Thurfday  ntdiX  Pennsford.  Every  other  Friday  in 
another  part  o{  Kingszvood.  On  Saturday  in  the  afternoon 
and  Sunday  morning,  in  the  Bowling-green  (which  lies  near 
the  middle  of  the  city.)  On  Sunday  at  eleveh  near  Hannam- 
Mount.  At  two  at  Clifton,  and  at  five  on  Rofe-green.  And 
hitherto,  as  my  day  is,  fo  viy  frength  hath  been. 

Tuefiay  15.  As  I  was  expounding  in  the  Back-lane^  on 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  many  who 
bud  before   been   righteous  in  their   own  qvq^^    abhorred 

themfelvejs 
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themfelves  as  in  dufl:  and  afhcs.  But  two,  who  fcemcd 
to  be  more  deeply  convinced  than  the  reft,  did  not  long 
forrow  as  men  without  hope;  but  found  in  that  hour,  th;lt 
they  had  an  advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  right- 
eous: As  did  three  others  in  G/^2/^^^r-/^?2^  the  evening  be- 
fore, and  three  at  Baldzoin-Jlreet  this  evening.  About  ten, 
two  who  after  having  fcen  a  great  light,  had  again  reafon- 
ed'themfelves  into  darknefs,  came  to  us  heavy  laden.  We 
tried  to  GOD,  and  they  were  again ///e J  with  peau  and 
joy  in  believing, 

Wednefday  16.  While  I  was  declaring  at  BaptiJl'Tnilh^ 
He  was  wounded  for  Qur  tran/greffions,  a  middle  aged  mart 
began  violently  beating  his  breaft,  and  crying  to  him  by 
whofejlripes  we  are  healed.  During  our  prayer,  GOD  pul 
a  new  fong  in  his  mouth.  Some  mocked,  and  others  own- 
ed the  hand  of  GOD.  Particularly  a  woman  of  Baptiji- 
mills,  who  was  now  convinced  of  her  own  want  of  an  ad- 
vocate with  GOD,  and  went  home  full  of  anguifh,  but  was 
ifl  a  few  hours  filled  with  joy,  knowing  he  had  blotted  out 
all  her  tranfgrejfions, 

[Continued  at  page  4  35 -J 
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5.  TpHE  propofal  was  as  follows.  "  Our  national  de^ 
A  pravity  turns  greatly  on  thefe  two  hinges,  The 
profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  negleft  of  the  educa- 
tion of  children.  Till  fomc  way  is  found  of  flopping  up 
thefe  two  great  inlets  of  wickednefs,  we  muft  expeft  to  fee 
our  workhoufes  filled  with  aged  parents,  forfaken  by  their 
prodigal  children,  with  wives  forfaken  by  their  faithlefs  huf- 
bands,  and  with  the  wretched  offspring  of  lewd  women,  and 

di'unken 
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drunken  men.  Nay,  we  may  expeft  to  fee  the  gaols  atid 
and  even  the  gallows  largely  flocked  (to  the  perpetual  re- 
proach of  our  nation)  with  unhappy  wretches,  ready  to. fall 
a  facrifice  to  the  laws  of  their  country.  *'  It  is  a  common 
obfervation  (fays  Dr.  Gibfon^  late  biihop  o{  London)  that  pub- 
lic criminals,  when  they  come  to  their  unhappy  end,  and 
make  their  dying  declarations  to  ine  world,  generally  charge 
the  fmful  courfes  in  which  tlicy  liave  lived,  to  the  negledt 
and  abufe  of  the  Lord's  day^  as  the  firft  occafion  of  leading 
them  into  all  other  wickednefs.  And  confidering  how  fre- 
quently thefe  declarations  are  repeated,  and  how  many  other 
inftances  of  the  fame  kind,  though  lefs  public,  are  notori- 
ous enough  to  thofe  who  will  obfervc  them  ;  they  may  well 
be  a  warning  to  us,  to  confider  a  religious  obfervation  of 
the  Lord's  day  as  the  beft  prefervative  of  virtue  and  religion^ 
and  the  negleft  and  profanation  of  it  as  the  greateft  inlet  i0 
vice  and  wickednefs." 

6.  *'  A  pious  clergyman  farther  obferves,  The  want  of 
education  in  children,  is  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  thcf 
mifery  df  families,  cities  and  nations  ;  ignorance,  vice  and 
mifery  being  conftant  companions.  The  hardeft  heart  muft 
melt  at  the  melancholy  fight  of  fuch  a  number  of  children^ 
both  male  and  female,  who  live  in  grofs  ignorance  and  ha- 
bitual profanation  of  the  Lord's  day.  What  crouds  fill  the 
ftreets  and  fields,  tempting  each  other  to  idlenefs,  lewdnefs^ 
and  every  other  fpecies  of  wickednefs  ?  Is  it  any  wonder 
we  Qiould  have  fo  many  undutiful  children,  unfaithful  apj» 
prentices,  difobedient  fervants,  untrufty  workmen,  difloyal 
fubjefts,  and  bad  members  of  fociety  ?  Whence  fo  much 
rapine,  fornication  and  blafphemy  ?  Do  not  all  thefe  evils 
center  in  ignorance  and  contempt  of  the  Lord's  day  ?  And 
(hall  we  do  nothing  to  check  thefe  growing  evils  ? 

7,  "  Perfons  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  the  next  gene- 
ration, and  well-wifhers  to  church  and  ftate,  have  already 
fet  us  a  fair  example  in  Stroud,  Gloiictjler,  Birmingham^ 
Manchejier,  Leeds,  Brijlol,  and  many  country  parifhes.  They 
have  attempted  to  remedy  thefe  evils  by  fetting  up  Sunday- 
fchools,  which  by  keeping  children  from  corrupting  one  ano. 

tber, 


^HE  REVEREND  JOHN   FLETCHER.  993 

iher,  by  promoting  tlieir  attendance  on  divine  worfhip,  and 
by  planting  the  firit  principles  of  ufeful  knowledge  in  their 
minds  and  of  piety  in  their  hearts,  bid  fair  for  a  public  re- 
tormation  of  their  manners,  and  for  nipping  in  the  bud  the 
ignorance  and  impiety  which  is  every  where  fo  common 
among  the  lower  and  more  numerous  claffes  of  people." 

8.  The  propofals  concerning  Sunday-fchools  in  the  parifh 
oiMadcky,   were  as  follows  : 

I.  It  is  propofed,  That  Sunday-fchools  be  fet  up  in  this 
parifh,  for  fuch  children  as  are  employed  all  the  week,  and 
for  thofe  whofe  education  has  been  hitherto  totally  nc- 
glefted. 

II.  That  the  children  admitted  into  thefe,  be  taught  read- 
ing,  writing,  and  the  principles  of  religion, 

III.  That  there  be  a  Jchool  for  boys  and  another  for  girls, 
in  Maddley,  Made  ley -Wo  od^  and  Coalbrook-Dale^   fix  in  all.. 

IV.  That  a  fubfcription  be  opened,  to  pay  each  teacher 
one  fhilling  per  Sunday,  and  to  buy  tables,  forms,  books, 
pens  and  ink, 

V.  That  two  trcafurers  be  appointed  to  alk  and  receive 
the  contributions  of  the  fubfcribers. 

VI.  That  whoever  fubfcribes  one  guinea  a  year  fhall  be 
a  governor^ 

VII.  That  three  dr  four  infpeftors  be  appointed,  who  are 
to  vlfit  the  fchools  once  a  week,  to  fee  that  the  children  at- 
tend regularly,   and  the  mafters  do  their  duty. 

VIII.  That  a  book  be  provided,  for  fetting  down  all  re- 
ceipts and  expences  ;  and  another,  for  the  names  of  the 
teachers  and  the  fcholars. 

IX.  That  the  fchools  be  folemnly  vifited  once  or  tw^ice 
a  year:  and  a  premium  given  to  the  children  that  have  made 
the  greateft  improvement. 

9.  As  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  unwearied  labours,  although 
he  was  much  difcouraged  when  he  firil  returned  from  abroad, 
finding  fo  many  of  thofe  who  had  once  run  w^ell,  ^rown 
weary  and  faint  in  their  irind  :  yet  it  was  not  long  before 
he  found  frefh  caufe  to  rejoice,  and  to  know,  that  GOD 
Was  with  him  of  a  truth.      It   was  not  loner  before  he  ob- 

Vol.  II.  gi  D  ferved 
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ferved  that  a  general  reformation  had  taken  place  in  the  pa-* 
rifh.  And  it  was  not  ofily  an  outward  reformation,  even 
of  many  that  had  been  notorious  for  all  manner  of  wicked- 
nefs,  but  an  inward  aifo  ;  many,  both  young  and  old,  hav- 
ing learned  to  worfhip  GOD  injfnfil  and  in  tndh,  A  con- 
fiderable  number  of  thcfe  flill  mourn,  as  fheep  bereaved  of 
their  Ihepherd.  And  vet  one  cannot  doubt,  but  a  ftill  larger 
company  of  his  own  children  have  hailed  him  on  the  celeflial 
ihore.  But  the  feafon  is  coming,  when  all  fecrets  fhall  be 
laid  open  ;  and  all  the  jewels  of  his  crown  fhall  be  made 
manitefl:  in  that  day. 

lo.  One  inftance  of  the  fucccfs  of  his  miniflry  he  men- 
tioned fome  years  fince  at  BfiJioL  "  One  Sunday,"  faid 
he,  "  when  I  had  done  reading  prayers  at  Madeley^  I  went 
up  into  the  pulpit,  intending  to  preach  a  fermon,  which  I 
had  prepared  for  that  purpofe.  But  my  mind  was  fo  con- 
fufed,  that  I  could  not  recolleft  either  my  text  or  any  part 
of  my  fermon.  I  was  afraid  1  fliould  be  obliged  to  com.e 
down  without  faying  any  thing.  But  having  recollecled 
inyfelf  a  little,  I  thought  I  would  fay  fomething  on  the  firft 
leifon,  which  was  the  third  chapter  of  Daniel,  containing 
the  account  ot  the  three  children  caft  into  the  fiery  furnace  :  , 
I  found  in  doing  it  fuch  an  extraordinary  afFiflance  from 
GOD,  and  fuch  a  peculiar  enlargement  of  heart,  that  I  fup- 
pofed  there  mud  be  fome  peculiar  caufe  for  it.  I  therefore 
defired,  if  any  of  the  congregation  found  any  thing  particu- 
lar,  they  would  acquaint  me  with  it  in  the  enfuing  week. 

"  In  confequence  of  this,  the  Wednefday  after,  a  woman 
came,  and  gave  me  the  following  account.  I  have  been 
for  fome  time  much  concerned  about  my  foul  ;  I  have  at- 
tended the  church  at  all  opportunities,  and  have  fpcnt  much 
time  in  private  prayer.  At  this  my  hufband  (who  is  a 
butcher)  has  been  exceedingly  enraged,  and  threatened  me 
feverely  what  he  would  do,  if  I  did  not  leave  off  going  \o 
John  Fletchers  church  :  yea,  if  I  dared  to  go  any  more  io 
any  religious  meetings  whatfoever.  When  I  told  him,  I 
could  not  in  confcience  refrain  from  going,  at  leaft  to  our 
parifh  church,  he  grew  quite  outrageous,  and  fwore  dread- 
fully 
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fully,   if  I  went  any  more,   he  would  cut  my  throat  as  foon 
as  1  came  home.      This  made  me  cry  mightily   to    GOD, 
that  he  would  fupport  me  in  the  trying  hour.x     And  though 
I  did  not  feel  any  great  degree  of  comfort,  yet  having  a  fine 
confidence  in  GOD,  I  determined  to  go  on  in  my  duty,  and 
leave  the  event  to  him.      Lafl  Sunday,  after  many  llruggles 
with  the  devil  and  my  own  heart,   I  came  down  flairs  ready 
for  church.      My  hufband  afked  mie,  whether  I  was  refolvcd 
to  go  thither  ?   I  told  him  I  was.       Well  then,    faid  he,    I 
fhall  not  (as  I  intended)  cut  your  throat,   but  I  will  heat  the 
oven  and  throvy  you  into  it,    the  moment  you  come  home. 
Notwithf]tanding  this  threatening,   which  he   enforced  with 
many  bitter  oaths,   I  went  to  church,    praying  all  the  way, 
that  GOD  v;ould  llrengthen  me  to  fuffcr  whatever  might  be- 
fal,  me.      While  you  were  fpeaking  of  the   three  children 
whom  Nthuchadnezzer  call  into  the  burning  fiery  furnace, 
I  found  it  all  belonged  to  me^   and  GOD  applied  every  word 
to  my  heart.      i\nd  when  the  fermon  was  ended,  I  thought, 
if  I  had  a  thoufand  lives,  I  could  lay  them  all  down  for  GOD. 
I  felt  my  whole  foul  fo  filled  with  his  love,   that  I   haflened 
l)ome  fully  determined  to  give  myfelf  to  whatfoever  GOD 
pleafed  :   nothing  doubting,  but  that  either  he  v/ould  t^ke  me 
to  heaven,  if  he  fufiered  me  to  burn  to  death,  or  that  he 
would  fomc  way  deliver  me,  even  as  he  did  his  ihv^^fervants 
that  tru/led  in  him.      When  I  got  almofl  to  our  own  door, 
J  faw  the  flames  ifTuing  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  oven.      And 
I  expefted  nothing  elfe,   but  that  I  fhould  be  thrown  into  it 
immediately.      1  felt  my  heart  rejoice,   that  if  it  were  fo,  the 
will  of  the  Lord  would  be  done.      I  opened  the  door,   and^to 
my  utter    aflonilhment  faw    my   hufband    upon    his  knees, 
wreflling  with  GOD  in  prayer  for  the  forgivenefs  of  his  fins. 
He  caught  me  in  his  arms,  earneflly  begged  my  pardon,  and 
has  continued  diligently  fecking  GOD  ever  fince.      I  now 
know  why  my  fermon  was  taken   from  me,   namely,"  that 
GOD  might  thus  magnify  his  mercy," 

11.   Many  were   the   dangers  he   v/ent  through   in   the 
courfe  of  his  miniflry;  but  the  Lord  delivered  him  out  of 

all. 
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all.      One  of  thefe  Mrs.  Fletcher  relates   in  the   following 
words, 

'*  My  hufband  having  appointed  to  preach  one  Sunday 
at  a  church  about  fourteen  miles  off,  I  ielt  fome  concern 
for  his  riding  fo  far,  and  doing  the  whole  Sunday's  duty 
twice;  efpeciaily  as  it  was  necellary  for  him  to  return  home 
the  fame  night.  The  evening  being  exceeding  dark  and 
wet,  I  was  ftrongly  led  to  commend  him  to  GOD  in  pray- 
er. While  I  was  doing  this,  it  was  fuggefted  to  me,  that 
his  horfe  was  fallen,  and  had  thrown  him  over  his  head  : 
and  the  whole  fcene  appeared  to  be  clearly  reprefented  be- 
fore my  eyes.  **  My  GOD,'^  faid  I,  "  he  is  thine.  His 
life,  his  limbs,  his  health  are  all  thine!  I  com.mit  him  to 
thee  by  faith."  Immediately  that  word  was  imprefl  on  my 
heart,  The  righteous  is  in  the  hand  'ef  the  Lord:  and  there 
Jhall  no  evil  touch  him.  And  it  filled  my  foul  with  fuch  a 
fweetnefs,  that  I  could  feel  no  fear.  The  night  was  un^ 
commonly  bad,  which  occafioned  many  friends  to  continue 
with  me.  And  while  they  expreffcd  their  great  uneafmefs 
at  his  ftaying  two  hours  longer  than  we  could  well  account 
for,  I  was  obliged  to  hide  the  calmnefs  I  felt  by  filence, 
left  fome  fhould  have  fuppofed  it  infenfibility.^'  At  laft  he 
came  well,  and  praifing  GOD;  but  afked  fpr  water  to  wafh 
himfelf,  becaufe  his  horfe  had  fallen,  and  thrown  him  with 
great  force  over  his  head.  Yet,  glory  be  to  GOD,  he 
was  no  way  hurt,  except  having  a  little  fkin  grazed  from 
one  of  his  fingers.  As  he  fet  the  Lord  always  before  him, 
fo  he  found  his  help  in  every  time  of  need.'* , 

12.  The  laying  the  foundation  of  the  Sunday- fchools  at 
Maddey^  was  the  lall  public  work  in  which  he  was  employ.r 
ed.  But  as  the  liberal  man  is  ever  devifing  liberal  things, 
he  had  feveral  plans  in  his  mind  tor  preferving  a  great  num- 
ber of  dcfolate  children,  brought  up  only  to  beg  and  ileal. 
Such  this  populous  parifh,  (and  indeed  mofl  others)  aflford 
in  great  abundance.      He  had  likewife-propofed  writing  va- 

*  Nay,  I  would  have  proclaimed  it  aloud,    giving  the  glory  to   GOD,  for  t|ie 
coiufor^  of  all  that  were  pvefent,  " 

nou§ 
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tioiis  litile  trafts'^  for  the  ufc  of  the  fchools.  But  he  who 
cannot  err,  faw  good  to  call  his  fervant  hence  to  enjoy ^  ra- 
ther than  leave  him  here  to  do  andy?^cr. 

CHAP.     IX. 

•    His  CharaBer, 

I.  T  Am  fenfible,  it  is  the  method  of  almoft  all  writcr.i, 
JL  to  place  the  character  of  a  man  at  the  conchifion  of 
his  life.  Bat  there  feems  to  be  a  particular  reafon  for  va^ 
lying  from  the  ufual  praftice  in  this  place.  The  death  of 
Mr.  FUtchtr  (hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  the  prefent  centu- 
ry) was  fo  uncommon  a  difplay  of  the  power  and  goodnefs 
of  GOD  in  behalf  of  his  highly  favoured  fervant,  that  it  is 
not  proper  for  any  thing  to  come  after  it.  It  muft  needs 
^  therefore  clofe  the  whole  account. 

2.  -From  even  the  imperfeft  account,  which  has  been 
given  of  this  great  and  good  man,  any  difcerning  perfon 
n;iay  with  very  little  difficulty  extrafl  his  charafier.  In  ge- 
neral, it  is  eafy  to  perceive,  that  a  more  excellent  man  has 
not  appeared  in  the  church  for  many  ages.  It  is  true^  in 
feveral  ages,  and  in  feveral  countries,  mar^y  men  hav#  ex- 
celled in  particular  virtues  and  graces.  But  who  can  point 
out  in  any  age  or  nation,  one  that  fo  highly  excellcd.in 
all  ?  One  that  was  enabled  in  fo  large  a  meafure  to  put  on 
the  whole  armour  of  GOD  ?  Yea,  fo  io  put  on  Chriji,  as  to 
perfttl  holincfs  in  the  fear  of  GOD, 

3.  Yet  there  is  a  peculiar  difficulty  in  giving  a  full  ac- 
count of  either  his  life  or  charafter,  bccaufe  we  have  fcarce 
any  light  from  himfelf.  He  was  upon  all  occafions  very 
uncommonly  referved  in  fpeaking  of  himfelf,  whether  in 
writing  or  converfation.  He  hardly  ever  faid  any  thing 
concerning  himfelf,  unlcfs  it  flipped  from  him  unawares. 
And  among  the  great  number  of  papers  which  he  has  left, 

there 

*  I  do  not  regret  his  not  writing  thofc  trads:  bccaufe  I  defpair  of  feeing  any  in 
tke  Englifh  tongue  fupcrior  to  thofe  trads  from  Ahhd  Fleury  and  Mr,  Polrtty  puh- 
lillied  under  the  title  of*'  Inftrudlions  for  children."  I  hr^.ve  never  yet  feen  any 
thing  comparable  to  them,  either  for  depth  of  fenfe,  or  phinncfs  of  language. 
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there  is  fcarce  a  page,  (except  that  fingular  account  of  hU 
converfion  to  GOD)  relative  either  to  his  own  inward  ex- 
perience, or  the  tranfa61ions  of  his  life.  So  that  the  mofl 
of  the  information  we  have,  is  gathered  up,  either  from 
fliort  hints  fcattered  up  and  down  in  his  letters,  from  what 
he  had  occafionally  dropped  among  his  friends,  or  from 
what  one  and  another  remembered  concerrnng  him.  Here- 
in he  did  not  attend  to  that  wife  remark  of  the  ancient  wri- 
ters, (exaftly  agreeable  to  various  paflages  that  occur  in  the 
canonical  fcriptures)  It  is  good  to  conceal  the  fecrets  of  a  iing^ 
hut  to  declare  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord. 

4,  This  defefi:  was  indeed  in  fome  meafure  fupplied,  by 
the  intire  intimacy  which  fubhlled  between  him  ^nd  Mrs. 
Fletcher.  He  did  not  willingly,  much  lefs  defignedly,  con- 
ceal any  thing  Irom  her.  They  had  no  fecrets  witli  regard 
to  each  other,  but  had  indeed  one  houfe,  one  purfe,  and  one 
heart.  Before  her  it  was  his  invariable  rule,  to  think  aloud: 
always  to  open  the  window  in  his  breall.  And  to  this  wc 
are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  many  particulars,  which 
jnuft  otherwife  have  been  buried  ui  oblivion. 

5.  But  whatever  the  materials  were,  however  compleat 
our  informations,  yet  I  am  thoroughly  fenfiblc  of  my  own 
inaWlity  to  draw  fuch  a  portrait  as  Mr.  Fletcher  deferves. 
I  have  no  turn  at  all  for  panegyric  :  I  have  never  accufiom- 
ed  myfelf  to  it.  It  gives  me  therefore  no  fmall  fatisfaflion 
to  find,  that  this  is  in  a  great  meafure  done  to  my  hands. 
The  picture  is  already  dra\yn  ;  and  that  by  no  mean  pencil. 
AH  then  which  I  (hall  attempt  is,  to  retouch  Mrs.  Fletch- 
cr\  obfervations,  and  now  and  then  to  add  a  few  articles, 
either  fron^  my  own  knowledge  or  from  the  information  ox 
others. 

9.  The  following  are  moftly  her  own  words,  for  where 
they  are  clear  and  exprefiive,  as  they  generally  are,  I  do 
not  think  it  right  to  alter  them  for  altering  fake. 

*'  Whatever  he  might  be  with  regard  to  charity^  faid  fhe, 
he  was  np  lefs  eminent  for  his  fpirit  o{  faith.  Indeed  he 
was  not  fo  much  led  by  fights  or  impreffions  (which  many 
miftake  for  faith)  as  abundance  of  people  have  been  ;  but  by 

a  fleady^ 
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t  fleady,  firm  reliance  upon  the  love  and  truth  artel  faithful- 
nefs  of  GOD.  His  ardent  defire  was,  fo  to  believe,  as  to 
be  a  partaker  of  all  the  great  and  precious  promifes  :  to  be 
a  witnefs  of  all  that  mind  which  was  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And 
being  confcious  that  he  muft  be  crucified  with  his  Mailer,  of 
never  reign  wiih  him,  he  gave  himfelf  up  to  him,  whom  he 
continually  fet  before  him,  to  lie  in  his  hand  as  the  pafTive 
clay.  He  would  often  fay,  '  It  is  my  bufinefs  in  all  events^ 
lo  hang  i^pon  the  Lord,  with  a  fure  truft  and  confidence 
that  he  will  order  all  things  in  the  beft  trme  and  manner. 
Indeed  it  would  be  nothing  to  be  a  believer,  nay,  in  truth^ 
there  would  be  no  room  for  faith,  if  every  thing  w^ere  (eeii 
here.  But  agaiAft  hope  to  believe  in  hope,  to  have  a  full 
confidence  in  that  unfeen  power,  W'hich  fo  mightily  fup^ 
ports  us  in  all  our  dangers  and  difficulties,  this  is  the  believ* 
ing  which  is  acceptable  to  GOD.'  Sometimes  when  I  have 
exprelTed  fome  apprehenfion  oi  an  approaching  trial,  he 
would  anfvver,  1  do  not  doubt  but  the  Lord  orders  all  :  there- 
fore I  leave  every  thing  to  him.  In  outward  dangers,  if 
they  were  ever  fo  great,  he  fcemed  to  know  no  fhadow  of 
fear.  When  I  was  fpeaking  once  concerning  a  danger,  to 
which  we  were  then  particularly  expofed,  he  anfwered,  I 
know  GOD  always  gives  his  angels  charge  concerning  us  : 
therefore  we  are  equally  fafe  every  where. 

Not  lefs  eminent  than  his  faith  was  his  htiviility,  Amidfl  all 
his  laying  himfelf  out  for  GOD,  and  for  the  good  of  fouls, 
he  ever  preferved  that  fpecial  grace,  the  making  no  account 
of  his  own  labours.  He  held  himfelf  and  his  own  abilities 
in  very  low^  cfleem  ;  and  feemed  to  have  that  word  continu- 
ally before  his  eyes,  **  I  am  an  unprofitable  fervant."  And 
this  humility  was  fo  rooted  in  him,  as  to  be  moved  by  no 
affront.  I  have  feen  many,  even  of  the  moll  provoking  kind, 
offered  him;  but  he  received  them  as  his  proper  pcrtiorf: 
being  fo  far  from  defiring  the  honour  which  cometh  of  men, 
that  he  took  pleafure  in  being  little  and  unknown.  Perhaps 
it  might  appear  from  fom^e  paiTages  of  his  life,  that  in  this 
he  even  leaned  to  an  extreme.  For  genuine  humility  does 
not  require,  that  any  man  fhould  dtfirt  to  be  defpifed.      Nay 

we 
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we  arc  to  avoid  it,  fo  far  as  we  poffibly  can,  confiflently  wltli 
Z  good  corifcience  ;  for  that  direftion,  Lf^l  no  man  defpijc 
thee,  concerns  every  man  as  well  as  Timothy. 

"  It  is  rare  to  meet  with  an  eminent  perfon  that  can 
bear  an  equal.  But  it  was  his  choice  and  delight,  to  pre- 
fer every  one  to  himfelf.  And  this  he  did  in  fo  free  and 
eafy  a  manner,  that  in  him  it  appeared  perfeftly  natural. 
He  never  willingly  fuffered  any  unkindnefs  Ihewn  to  him 
to  be  mentioned  again  ;  and  if  it  was,  he  generally  anfwer- 
ed,  *'  O  let  it  drop  ;  we  will  offer  it  in  filence  to  the  Lord." 
And  indeed  the  Left  way  of  bearing  erodes,  is  to  confecrate 
all  in  filence  to  GOD. 

•'  From  this  root  of  humility  fprung  fuch  a  patiencCy  as  I 
wifti  I  could  either  defcribe  or  imitate.  It  produced  in  him 
a  molt  ready  mind,  which  embraced  every  crofs  with  ala^ 
crity  and  pleafure.  lor  the  good  of  his  neighbour,  nothing 
feemed  hard,  nothing  wearifome.  Sometimes  I  have  been 
grieved  to  call  him  out  of  his  fludy  two  or  three  times  in 
an  hour:  efpecially  when  he  was  engaged  in  compofing  fome 
ot  his  deepeft  works.  But  he  would  anfwer,  with  his  ufual 
fweetnefs,  *'  O  my  dear,  never  think  of  that.  It  matters 
not,  if  we  are  but  always  ready  to  meet  the  will  ot  GOD.'* 
It  is  conformity  to  the  will  of  GOD  that  alone  makes  an 
employment  excellent.  He  never  thought  any  thing  too 
mean,  but  fin  ;  he  looked  on  nothing  elfe  as  beneath  his 
charafter.  If  he  overtook  a  poor  man  or  woman  on  the 
road  with  a  burden  too  heavy  for  them,  he  did  not  fail  to 
offer  his  affiftance  to  bear  part  of  it.  And  he  would  not 
eafily  take  a  denial.     This  therefore  he  has  frequently  done. 

"  In  bearing  pain  he  was  moft  exemplary,  and  continued 
more  and  more  fo  to  the  laft.  Nor  in  the  moft  humbling 
part  of  the  miniftry,  was  his  com.ing  down  to  the  capacities  of 
the  ignorant  the  leaft  excellency.  Neverthelefs  he  had  a  moft 
refolute  courage  in  the  reproving  of  fin.  To  daring  finner^ 
he  was  a  fon  of  thunder  ;  and  no  worldly  confiderations  were 
regarded,  whenever  he  believed  GOD  had  given  him  a  mef- 
£age  to  deliver  to  any  of  them. 

[Continued  at  page  443.3 
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[Continued  from  page  354.) 

TUESDAY  29.  At  Mr.  Sinclair^,  found  great  peace  of 
mind,  and,  thanks  be  to  GOD,  had  power  in  preach- 
ing, though  the  people  were  dead  and  flupid.  The  next  day 
at  Mr.  Chamber lairis^  I  had  many  people,  and  preached  with 
freedom  ;  then  went  to  Galloway's^  where  we  had  great  con- 
folation. 

January  1,  1773.  My  body  has  been  weak  for  fome  time, 
but  my  mind  has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  peace;  and  I  have  a 
ftrong  defire  to  be  kept  in  the  meeknefs  of  Jefus  Chrift. 
My  heart  has  been  affefted  by  reading,  lately,  part  of  Sezv- 
el's  hiftory  of  the  Quakers.  How  great  was  the  fpirit  of  per- 
fecution  in  Neiu-England,  when  fome  were  imprifoned,  fome 
had  their  ears  cut  off,  and  fome  were  hanged  !  O  that  our 
GOD  would  arife,  and  bow  the  nations  to  himfelf  ! 

January  2.  After  preaching  to  feveral  people,  at  John 
Murray  s,  a  new  place,  then  rode  back  to  Mr.  Colegate's,  and 
preached  in  the  evening. 

January  3.  Rode  to  Baltimore  and  had  a  large  congrega- 
tion at  the  houfe  of  Captain  Patten^  at  the  Point,  Many 
of  the  principal  people  were  there  ;  and  the  Lord  enabled  me 
to  fpeak  wMth  freedom  and  power.  At  night,  I  preached  in 
town.  The  houfe  was  well  filled  with  people,  and  we  have 
a  comfortable  hope  the  work  of  the  Lord  will  revive  in  this 
place.  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  ye  faints !  Holinefs  is  the  element 
of  my  foul.  My  earneft  prayer  is,  that  nothing  contrary 
to  holinefs  may  live  in  me. 

Monday  4.  Rode  to  S,  Stevenfon$,  found  life  in  my  foul, 
and  was  much  affefted  in  preaching  to  the  people.  Then 
met  and  regulated  the  clafs.  Tuefday  5.  They  were  kind 
enough  to  offer  me  the   court-honfe  in  town  ;  but  judging 
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It  unfit,  I  preached  in  another  houfe  ;  then  met  the  fociett 
artd  fettled  a  clafs  of  men.  Wed.  6.  We  had  a  pretty  good 
gathering  at  N.  P — 's,  about  6  miles  from  town.  Then 
rode  back  to  town,  and  after  preaching  with  comfort  in  the 
evening.   I  formed  a  clafs  of  women* 

Thurfday  7.  Rofe  with  a  determination  to  live  more  to 
GOD.  Preached  twice  in  the  country,  m.et  two  claffes  and 
fettled  them  as  well  as  I  could.  The  clafs  at  Mr.  Sim?ns's 
vere  lively  and  had  the  power  of  GOD  among  thern.  They 
were  the  fruit  of  Nathan  P — 's  labours,  and  many  of  them 
could  give  a  good  account  of  their  experience. 

Friday  8.  My  mind  is  fixed  on  GOD.  I  both  defire 
and  purpofe  to  exercife  failing,  prayer  and  faith.  After 
fome  exercife  of  mind,  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  preach  with 
life  and  power  at  Mr.  Merrymans^  from  thefe  words.  Be 
not  ye  partakers  with  them.  I  fhewed  Firff ,  whom  the  words 
were  fpoken  tO;  Secondly^  with  whom  they  were  not  to  be 
partakers.  Thirdly,  how  they  were  not  to  partake  with 
them,   viz.  In  fpirit — in  judgment — -in  praf^Ice. 

Lord's  day,  January  10.  Mariy  people  attended  at  ^^j^y^, 
Prejhury^^  to  whom  I  preached  twice,  with  fome  life,  and 
then  went  3  miles  into  the  Neck;  and  felt  much  power  while 
preaching  on  perfeft  love.  The  more  I  fpeak  on  this  fub- 
jeft,  the  more  my  foul  is  filled  and  drawn  out  in  love.  This 
doftrine  has  a  great  tendency  to  prevent  people  from  fettling 
on  their  lees. 

Monday  11.  Preached  with  great  plainnefs  to  many  peo- 
ple at  Daniel  Ruff's,   and  then  rode  to  Mr.  Dellams, 

Tuefday  12.  Rode  to  Mofes  Br  owns,  but  as  they  had  no 
previous  notice,  we  collefied  but  few.  However,  I  preach- 
ed, and  afterwards  returned  to  Mr.  Dellanis^  and  preached 
to  his  family, 

Thurfday  13.  It  was  late  before  I  reached  5^wz/<?/ ZzV/^/z's^ 
and  as  there  was  much  rain  and  fnow,  the  company  was 
fmall.  Young  Doflor  A — s  took  me  home  with  him.  The 
young  man,  with  his  fifter  and  mother  feemed  tender,  but 
his  father  appeared  to  be  a  lliff  old  man,  and  I  did  by  no 
means  like  his  f jirit. 

Friday 
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Friday  14.  Many  people  attended  preaching  at  5.  F~'s. 
I  was  (hut  up  in  fpeaking,  but  found  peace  in  my  mind,  and 
afterwards  rode  home  with  friend  Prejlon. 

Saturday  15.  This  morning,  I  rofe  to  glorify  GOD,  with 
a  determination  to  do  his  will,  and  that  only  ;  10  be  wholly 
devoted  to  the  Lord,  i^i  fpirit,  foul  and  body.  Many  peo- 
ple came  to  hear  the  word  of  life  to-day,  though  it  was  very- 
cold. 

Lord's  day  16.  Preaching  to-day,  at  friend  PreJIon^,  on 
the  barren  fig-tree,  I  firft  (hewed  that  it  was  applicable  to 
the  Jews,  and  fecondly  to  the  Proteftant  church  ;  at  the 
fame  time  defcribed  the  barren  fig-tree  as — one  without 
leaves — or,  one  without  blo(roms — or,  one  without  fruit — 
or,  one  that  did  not  bear  fo  much  fruit  as  another  might 
bear. — 1  then  rode  to  J.  Dellams,  and  preached  to  his  fa- 
mily with  a  few  others.  On  Monday,  but  few  people  at- 
tended at  Bond's ;  and  in  the  evening  \  preached  at  Mr. 
JDuk^'s,  but  was  (hut  up.  The  next  day  many  country-peo- 
ple came  to  hear  the  word  at  J»ppa^  thougii  but  few  frorrx 
the  town.  There  are  about  forty  houfes  in  this  town,  and 
it  (lands  on  a  neck  of  land  near  the  water  ;  hut  the  people 
feem  to  be  buried  in  trade,   fenfuahty  and  fuperftition. 

Wednefday  ig.  The  weather  being  cold,  there  were  but 
few  at  J.ames  Eaker\  ;  nevcrthelefs  I  preached  and  found 
peace,  power  and  love — If  Ifrael  be  uot  gathered,  yet  I 
hope  to  be  the  Lord's. 

Tuefday  20.  After  preaching  with  liberty  at  Mr.  Chain- 
ierlains,  J  went  to  Aquilla  Galloways,  and  found  life  ia 
preaching  there.  The  next  day,  at  John  Murray  s,  I  preach- 
ed to  a  Ifupid  company,  and  then  rode  to  yokn  Colegates^ 
where  I  w^as  favoured  with  liberty  in  difpenfing  the  blcffed 
word.  My  foul  felt  life  alfo  in  the  evening  at  Jojhua  Owens. 
How  pleafant  and  profitable  it  is  to  feel  fpiritual  life  in  pub- 
lic exercifes  !  Saturday  I  rode  to  Baltimore  and  had  a  large 
congregation. 

Lord's  day  23.  I  preached  twice  at  the  Point,  and  once 
in  town.      On  Mondaj^  my  heart  felt  great  forrow.     This 

day 
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day  I  wrote  to  my  mother,  and  in  the  evening  found  great 
confoiation, 

Tuefday  25.  My  mind  was  wholly  given  up  to  GOD, 
and  I  have  a  great  hope  that  the  gofpel  will  yet  fpread  in 
this  town.  On  Wednefday  there  was  a  moving  aniong  the 
people  while  I  preached  at  Nathan  Perrigo's  ;  and  after* 
wards  returning  to  town,  preached  in  the  evening.  On 
Thurfday  I  felt  power  and  life  in  my  foul,  while  preaching 
to  a  large  number  of  people  at  Mr.  Ga(ch'%>  On  Friday  I 
preached  in  the  Neck  and  at  Joppa. 

Saturday  29,  Perceiving  the  great  wickednefs  of  the  peo- 
ple who  were  fwearing  and  drinking  in  a  tavern,  great  flrug- 
gles  arofe  in  my  mind  about  preaching  there  ;  however,  X 
broke  through  every  difficulty,  and  felt  both  life  and  power 
in  difpenfmg  the  word  among  them. 

Lord's  day  30,  This  was  a  day  of  power  and  comfort.  I 
rode  to  Jojeph  Prejiury^^  preached  three  times  and  m.et  the 
clalfes.  Many  of  the  people,  through  grace,  were  able  to 
give  a  good  account  of  their  experience. 

February  1.  Was  favoured  with  freedom  in  preaching  to. 
a  number  of  people  at  DoiniclRuff^)  and  my  mind  has  been 
kept  in  purity  and  peace. 

Tuefday  2.  Was  greatly  afiifted  in  preaching  to-day,  both 
at  Swan-Creek  and  Mr.  Dellamh,  The  next  morning  I 
breakfafted  with  Richard  Ddlam,  and  found  that  he  was  very 
fond  of  Mr.  Law\  works.  He  treated  me  with  great  kind- 
nefs.  After  preaching  and  meeting  the  fociety  at  the  ferry, 
I  went  to  J,  G- 's,  a  man  much  talked  of  for  his  over- 
reaching and  unjufl  dealing  ;  but  what  he  is  I  know  not. 
In  principle  he  appeared  to  be  a  Qiiaker.  He  was  much 
troubled  with  the  gout,  which  he  told  me  his  father  had  be- 
fore him.  He  faid,  his  father  cured  himfelf  of  the  gout  by 
milk  and  moderate  diet ;  but  threw  himfelf  into  a  dropfy. 
On  Thurfday,  after  preaching  at  Dcer-Creeh,  I  rode  to  B. 
Pre/ion^,  My  prefent  purpcfe  is  to  put  all  the  people  who 
$ire  fit  for  it  into  bands. 

Friday  ^p  Many  people  attended  at  Forward's,  and 
3fny  foul  was  ^live  in  preaching  to  them.      I  then  rode  back 
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to  B.  Prejlons,  and  put  the  people  into  bands  as  I  had  de- 
figned. 

Saturday  6.  My  mind  was  calm  and  ferene  this  morning, 
I  preached  with  fome  power,  and  we  had  a  comfortable 
meeting.  William  Duh,  a  lad  about  16  or  17  years  of  age, 
exhorted  the  people.  He  feems  to  be  a  promifing  youth, 
and  I  gave  him  a  licence  to  exhort. 

Lord's  day  7.  Some  great  critics  intended  at  the  preach- 
ing-houfe  to-day,  but  I  preached  twice,  and  fpoke  freely. 

Monday  8.  Though  the  weather  was  very  cold,  I  went 
to  Wzlliam  Bond's,  and  enforced  on  a  dull  congregation, 
thefe  awful  words  of  our  Lord,  Wkatjhall  it  profd  a  man 
ijhejhall  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul.  I 
went  afterwards  to  the  widow  Bond's,  and  fpoke  clofely  to 
the  girls,  who  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  ferious. 

Tuefday  9.  After  preaching  to  more  people  than  ufual 

'  at  Aquilla  Stamford's,    I  went  to  Baker's  in  the  evening, 

and  both    met  the  clafs  and  formed    fome  bands.      I   al(o 

gave  them  a  copy  of  the   proper  deed  for  fecuring   their 

preaching-houfe. 

Wednefday  10,  I  went  to  C — ^— 's  and  preached.  This 
perhaps  will  be  the  laft  time,  for  it  is  a  diforderly  houfe, 
1  then  went  to  Aquilla  Galloway  s,  and  preached  with  fome 
comfort.  There  is  room  to  hope  that  the  Lord  will  do 
fomething  for  the  people  here. 

Thurfday  1 1.  The  congregation  w^as  large  at  John  Mur* 
rays,  and  I  preached  with  plainnefs  and  power,  fo  that 
the  fleepy  people  feemed  to  awake.  I  then  went  back  to 
Colegate's,  and  preached  with  fome  fatisfaftion  ;  but  Satan 
was  clofe  at  ii^y  heels ;  however,  the  Lord  gave  me  power 
to  refift  him. 

Friday  12.  The  Lord  enables  me  to  ftand  faft  in  the 
midft  of  temptations.  My  foul  poIfeflTes  inward  and  fpiri- 
tual  power.  Many  people  a,ttended  preaching  to-day  at 
Jofiua  Owen's;  I.  afterwards  met  the  clafs,  and  then  gave  an 
exhortation  in  the  evening. 

Lord's  day  14,  Many  country  people  came  to  hear  the 
word  of  GOD  at  the  Point;    fome  came  12  miles  before 

thofc 
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thofe  of  the  town  had  left  their  houfes;  perhaps  before  fome 
of  them  had  left  their  beds.  I  found  fome  life  and  povv- 
tr  in  preaching  both  at  the  Poini  and  in  Baltimore. 

Monday  15.  Rofe  this  morning  with  holy  thoughts  of 
GOD;   ard  we  had  a  good  time  in  public  worQiip. 

Wednefday  17.  I  preached  and  met  the  focieiy;  and 
employed  Mr*  Moreton  to  draw  up  a  deed  for  the  houfe  in 
Gun-powder  NecL 

Thurfday  18.  Preached  with  power,  both  at  Nathan 
Perrigo's  and  Mr.  Catch's. 

Friday  19.  A  few  people  attended  at  Mr,  Merrymans ; 
going  afterwards  about  4  miles  to  Mr.  D — -'s,  I  preuchcd, 
and  met  the  focicty;  moil  of  them  appeared  to  be  under  a 
good  work    of  grace. 

Lord's  day  21.  The  weather  was  excefTively  fevere,  yet 
many  people  came  to  hear  the  word  at  J.  Prefiury\,  I 
rode  about  6  or  j  miles  to  preach  in  the  Nec/i,  but  never  feU 
colder  weather.  The  water  froze  as  it  run  from  the  hoi  fe's 
nofirils  ;  and  a  friend  faid,  the  water  froze  as  it  came  from, 
bis  eyes.  However,  after  preaching  to  a  few  people,  I  re- 
turned. 

Monday  22.  I  had  16  miles  to  ride  to  preach  to  a  few 
people,  and  5  more  to  Jojiah  Dellarns  to  get  my  dinner.  I 
have  fuffered  a  little  by  lodging  in  open  boufes  this  cold 
weather,  but  this  is  a  very  fmall  thing  when  compared  ta 
what  the  dear  Redeemer  fuffered  for  the  falvation  of  precious 
fouls. 

Tuefday  23.  Glory  to  GOD !  I  had  peace,  and  power^ 
and  love. 

Wednefday  24.  After  preaching  with  plainnefs  to  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  people,  I  then  v^qux  io  Jqfiah  Dellams^ 
where  many  people  attended,  and  we  had  a  comfortable  time. 
My  old  opponent,  Mr.  Evans,  met  me  here,  but  he  did  not 
appear  fo  forward  as  he  had  been.  I  rode  thence  to  Rocky^ 
run^  and  preached  there  with  fatisfa£lion»  Mr.  Giles  and 
his  wife  treated  me  with  great  kindnefs. 

Thurfday  25.  I  had  a  good  time  and  many  people  at  Mr. 
jL-^'«.     Two  letters  came  to  hand  to-day,  one  from  York^ 

and 
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arsd  one  from  Philadelphia.  They  intreat  me  to  return,  and 
inform  me  that  trouble  is  at  hand.  But  I  cannot  fear 
\\'hile  my  heart  is  upright  with  GOD.  I  feek  nothing  but 
him  ;   and  fear  nothing  but  his  difpleafure. 

[Continued  at  page  453O 


THOUGHTS  upon  METHODISiM* 

I.  T  AM  riot  afraid,  that  the  people  called  Methodiftsi^. 
A  fhould  ever  ceafe  to  exift  either  in  Europe  or  Ameri-^ 
ia.  But  I  am  afraid,  left  they  fhould  exift  only  as  a  dead 
feft,  having  the  form  of  religion  without  the  power.  And 
this  undoubtedly  will  be  the  cafe,  unlefs  they  hold  faft  both 
thedoftrine,fpirit  and  difcipline,  with  which  they  firft  fet  out. 

2.  What  was  their  fundamental  doflrine?  That  the  bible 
was  the  whole  and  fole  rule  both  of  chriftian  faith  and  prac*. 
tice»  Hence  they  learned,  1.  That  religion  is  an  inward 
principle:  that  it  is  no  other  than  the  mind  that  was  in 
Chrift:  or  in  other  words,  the  renewal  of  the  foul  after  the 
image  of  GOD,  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs:  2.  That 
this  can  never  be  wrought  in  us,  but  by  the  power  of  the- 
Holy  Ghoft :  3.  That  we  receive  this  and  every  other 
blefling,  merely  for  the  fake  of  Chrift;  and,  4.  That  who- 
foever  hath  the  mind  that  was  in  Chrift,  the  fame  is  our 
brother,   and  fifter,   and  mother. 

3.  In  the  year  1729,  four  young  ftudents  in  Oxford^ 
agreed  to  fpend  their  evenings  together.  They  were  all 
zealous  members  of  the  church  of  England,  and  had  no  pe- 
culiar opinions,  but  were  diftinguilhed  only  by  their  con- 
ftant  attendance  en  the  church  and  facrament.  In  1735, 
they  were  increafed  to  fifteen :  when  the  chief  of  them  em-^ 
barked  for  America,  intending  to  preach  to  the  heathen  In- 
dians. Methodifm  then  feemed  to  die  away:  but  it  reviv- 
ed again  in  the  year  1738.  Efpecially  after  Mr.  IVeJley 
^lot   being   allowed   to  preach   in    the  churches)  began   to 

preachy 
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preach  in  the  fields.  One  and  another  then  coming  to  tii- 
^uire,  what  they  mull  do  to  be  faved  ?  He  dc fired  them 
to  meet  him  all  together,  which  they  did,  and  incrcafed 
continually  in  number.  In  November,  a  large  buildings 
the  Foundery,  being  offered  him,  he  begati  preaching'there- 
in,  morning  and  evening;  at  five  in  the  morning,  and  fe- 
ven  in  the  evening,  that  the  ptopJe*s  labour  might  not  be 
hindered. 

4.  Frorft  the  beginning,  the  men  and  women  fat  apart^ 
as  they  always  did  in  the  primitive  church.  And  none  were 
fuffered  to  call  any  place  their  own,  but  the  firft  comers 
fdt  down  fiift.  They  had  no  pews;  and  all  the  benches 
for  rich  and  poor,  were  of  the  fame  conflruflion.  Mr. 
Wcjley  began  the  fervice  with  a  (hort  prayer ;  then  fung  a 
hymn  and  preached,  (ufually  atrmit  half  an  hour)  then  fang 
a  few  verfes  of  another  hymn,  arid  conclitded  with  prayer. 
His  conftant  doftrine  was,  falvation  by  faith,  preceded  by 
repentance,  and  followed  by  holinefs. 

5.  But  when  a  large  number  of  people  was  joined,  the 
great  difficulty  was,  to  keep  them  together.  For  they  were 
continually  fcattering  hither  and  thither,  and  we  knew  no 
way  to  help  it.  But  GOD  provided  for  this  alfo,  when 
we  thought  not  of  it.  A  year  or  two  after,  Mr.  We/ley 
met  the  chief  of  the  fociety  in  Briflol^  and  enquired,  *^  HoV 
ftall  we  pay  the  debt  upon  the  pieaching-houfe?"  Captairi 
Foy  flood  up  and  faid,  '*  Let  every  one  in  the  fociety  give 
a  penny  a  week  and  it  will  eafily  be  done.'*  *'  But  many 
of  them,"  faid  one,  *' have  not  a  penny  to  give."  **  True,'* 
faid  the  captain,  **  then  put  ten  or  twelve  of  them  to  me. 
Let  each  of  thefe  give  what  they  cart  weekly,  and  I  will 
fupply  what  is  wanting."  Many  others  made  the  fame  of- 
fer. So  Mr.  Wtjlty  divided  the  focietics  among  them  : 
affigning  a  clafs  of  about  twelve  perfons,  to  each  of  thefe 
who  were  termed  Leaders. 

6.  Not  long  after  one  of  thefe  informed  Mr.  Wejley^ 
that  calling  on  fuch  an  one  in  his  houfe,  he  found  him 
quarrelling  with  his  wife.  Another  was  found  in  drink. 
it  immediately  ftruck  into  Mr.  Wtjley\  mind,  this  is  the 
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V€ry  thing  we  wanted.  The  Leaders  are  the  perfons,  who 
tnay  not  only  receive  the  contributions,  but  alfo  watch  ovef 
the  fouls  of  their  brethren.  The  fociety  in  Lmdon  being 
informed  of  this,  willingly  followed  the  example  of  that  in 
BriJioL  As  did  every  fociety  from  that  time,  whether  irl 
Europe  or  America.  By  this  means  it  was  eafily  found,  if 
any  grew  weary  or  faint,  help  was  fpeedily  adminiftered. 
And  if  any  walked  diforderly,  they  Were  quickly  dif- 
covered,   and  either  amended  or  difmiffed. 

7.  For  thofe  who  knew  in  whom  they  had  believed,  therd 
was  another  help  provided.  Five  or  fix,  either  nistrried  ot 
fmgle  men,  met  together  at  fuch  an  hour  as  was  conveni- 
ent, according  to  the  direflion  of  St.  James,  *'  Confefs  your 
faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for  another,  that  ye  may- 
be healed."  And  five  or  fix  of  the  married  or  Angle  women 
met  together  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Innumerable  bleflings 
have  attended  this  infl:itution,  efpecially  in  thofe  who  weii^ 
£oing  on  to  perfedion.  When  any  feemed  to  have  attained 
this,  they  were  allowed  to  meet  with  a  feleft  number,  who 
appeared,  fo'far  as  man  could  judge,  to  be  partakers  of  the 
fame  great  falvation. 

8.  From  this  fhort  fketch  of  Methbdifni  (fo  called)  any 
man  of  uriderftanding  may  eafily  difcern,  that  it  is  only  plain 
fcriptural  religion,  guarded  by  a  few  prudential  regulations. 
The  eflence  of  it  is  holirlefs  of  heart  and  life  :  the  circumi 
ftantials  all  point  to  this.  And  as  long  as  they  are  joined 
together  in  the  people  called  Methodifts,  no  weapon  formed 
againft  them  fhall  profper.  But  if  ever  the  circumftantial 
parts  are  defpifed,  the  eflential  will  fobn  be  loft.  And  if 
tver  the  effential  parts  fliould  evaporate^  what  remains  will 
be  dung  and  drofs. 

9.  It  nearly  concerns  lis  to  underftand  how  the  cafe  ftands 
With  us  at  prefent,  I  fear,  wherever  riches  have  increafed 
(exceeding  few  are  the  exceptions)  the  elfence  of  religion,  the 
mind  that  was  in  Chrift,  has  dccreafed  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion. Therefore  I  do  not  fee  how  it  is  pofTible,  in  the  na^ 
lure  of  things,  for  any  revival  of  true  religion  to  continue  long* 
For  religion  mud  neceffarily  produce  both  induftry  and  fru- 
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gality.  And  thefc  cannot  but  produce  riches.  But  as  rich^ 
es  increafe,  fo  will  pride,  anger,  and  the  love  of  the  world 
in  all  its  branches. 

10.  How  then  is  it  poiTible  that  Methodlfm,  that  is,  the 
religion  of  the  heart,  though  it  flourifnes  now  as  a  green 
bay-tree,  fhould  continue  in  this  flate  ?  for  the  Methodifts 
in  every  place  grow  diligent  and  frugal :  confcquently  they 
increafe  in  goods.  Hence  they  pioportionably  increafe  in 
pride,  in  anger,  in  the  defire  of  the  flefli,  the  defire  of  th© 
eyes,  and  the  pride  of  life.  So,  although  the  form  of  re- 
ligion remains,   the  fpirit  is  fwiftly  vanifhing  away. 

11.  Is  there  no  way  to  prevent  this?  This  continual  de- 
clenfion  of  pure  religion  ?  We  ought  not  to  forbid  people 
to  be  diligent  and  frugal:  we  muji-  exhort  all  chriftians,  to 
gain  all  they  can  by  honeft  induflry,  and  to  fave  all  they 
can  :  that  is,  in  effcft,  to  grow  rich.  What  way  then  (I 
afk  again)  can  we  take,  that  our  money  may  not  fink  us  to 
the  nethermoft  hell  ?  There  is  one  way,  and  there  is  no 
other  under  heaven.  If  thofe  who  gain  all  they  can^  and 
fave  all  they  can^  will  like  wife  give  all  they  can,  then  the 
more  they  gain,  the  more  ^hey  will  grow  in  grace,  and  the 
more  they  will  lay  up  in  heaven. 

London,   Augujl  4,    1786. 

An  account  of  Mrs.  S?zi^CLK,zi'ko  died  January  16,  1787. 
[Written  by  her  late  hufband^] 

THE  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  aw^ay  my  dear 
wife.  Yea,  flie  that  never  gave  me  an  angry  word^ 
nor  fo  much  as  the  {hadow  of  an  angry  look,  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  dead  !  My  lofs  is  fo  truly  great,  that  I  am 
fure  none  but  GOD  can  repair  iti  But  I  fwbmit.  Father^ 
thy  will  be  done  ! 

Under 
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Und^r  her  great  affliction  fhe  fet  fuch  an  example  of  pa- 
tience and  refignation,  as  is  feldora  feen.  And  as  (he  lived 
fp  {he  died,   full  of  faith  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

A  little  before  her  departure,  flie  faid,  "  I  hear  fuch  dc- 
HghtFul  mufic,  as  is  beyond  the  power  of  i»ny  mortal  to 
defcribe  !"  and  then  in  a  rapture  cried  out,  '*  See  !  GOD 
is  {o  good,  as  to  fend  his  angels  to  take  care  of  me  !  See  ! 
fee  !  O  (he  great  goodnefs  of  GOD  to  me  !"  After  this  fhe 
lay  ftiii  awhile,   and  then  Fell  aileep  in  the  arms  of  Jcfus. 

As  to  her  character,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  fhe  was  one 
of  the  excellent  of  the  earth.  She  took  great  delight  in  pri- 
vate prayer,  and  often  retired  to  pour  out  her  foul  befor© 
GOD.  Her  reverence  for  his  word  was  fuch,  that  fne  fel- 
dom  read  it  but  on  her  knees.  She  frequently  rofe  at  mid- 
night to  praife  GOD,  be  the  weather  cold  or  hot.  She 
took  great  delight  in  vifiting  the  fick,  and  the  diftrefiTed, 
and  in  relieving  them  according  to  her  ability  :  but  fhe  took 
care  to  go  no  where,  at  any  time,  v/ithout  a  probability  either 
of  getting  or  doing  good. 

I  cannot  recolle£l  that  (he  ever  miffed  any  public  ordinan- 
ces,  be  the  weather  ever  fo  fevere. 

.  And  as  to  evil-fpeaking,  I  never  heard  her  once  utter  a 
difrefpeflful  word  of  any  one ;  and  when  others  did,  fhe  re^ 
proved  them  in  good  carneft,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
utmoft  meekncfs  :  faying,  "  Are  you  doing  to  that  perfon 
what  you  would  he  fhould  do  unto  you  ?  Have  you  forgot 
what  the  Holy  Ghoft  fays  by  St.  James^  Brethren^  fpeak  not 
evil  om  of  another y 

Thus  fhe  lived,  and  died,  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfa- 
lion,  as  he  who  had  called  her  is  holy. 

JOHN  SPENCER- 
Thorn: ^   Feb.  7,   1787. 
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A  Jhort  Account  of  Mi/s  Sakah  Butllr, 

THE  fubjeft  of  the  following  obfervations  being  littl® 
known,  it  was  not  her  defire  that  any  thing  flioiild^be 
faid  concerning  her.  But  in  an  age  when  early  piety  is  too 
feldom  feen,  whenever  there  is  any  appearance  thereof,  it 
fhould  not  be  wholly  overlooked,  fince  GOD  does  not  light 
a  candle  to  put  it  under  a  bufhel. 

Sarah  Butler  was  born  in  the  year  1769  ;  and  thoiigh 
for  the  firft  eight  years  of  her  life  nothing  remarkable  occur-? 
red  ;  yet  (he  paffed  that  period  in  great  fimplicity  :  feldom 
giving  her  parents  any  uneafinefs  by  her  undutifulncfs. 

Her  religious  concern  began  at  the  time  Mr.  Broadbeni 
infirufted  the  children  weekly  :  which  {lie  has  fince  menti- 
oned with  great  delight. 

Early  in  the  laft  fpring,  as  her  diforder  increafed,  her 
fenfe  of  fin  increafed  alfo  ;  which  made  her  very  earned 
with  GOD  in  feeking  a  fenfe  ot  his  favour  :  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  anfwered  her  in  the  joy  of  her  heart. 

From  the  time  fhe  firft  knew  the  forgiving  love  of  GOD, 
flie  retained  fuch  a  growing  confidence  in  him,  that  no  fug- 
geftion  of  fatan  could  fiiake  it  for  any  long  continuance. 
Hence,  if  at  any  time  flie  perceived  her  mother  troubled,  fhe 
would  remind  her  that  GOD  had  promifed  to  provide  for 
thofe  that  love  and  ferve  him  :  hence  alfo  arofe  her  patience 
under  the  moft  violent  pains  which  flie  often  endured. 

For  the  laft  few^  months  of  her  life,  fhe  enjoyed  clofe 
communion  with  GOD,  and  could  approach  him  with  a  great 
degree  of  holy  boldnefs,   on  all  occafions. 

The  fear  of  death,  for  fome  time  before  her  departure, 
was  fo  entirely  taken  away,  that  the  nearer  (he  faw  it  ap* 
proach,   the  ftronger  was  her  confidence  in  GOD. 

The  evening  before  her  departure  (he  fpoke  of  the  love  of 
Chrift  in  a  manner  very  affecting.--"  O,  faid  (he,  if  I  was 
an  impenitent  finner  now,  what  would  become  of  me  !  what 
fhould  I  do  }  But  I  am  waftied  in  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and 
fliall  foon  be  with  him  :   O  >vhat  a  precious  Saviour  he  is  ! 
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No  tongue  can  tell  how  I  love  him  for  what  he  has  done  and 
fufFered  for  me  !  He  was  fpit  upon  and  crowned  with  thorns ! 
Jie  was  nailed  to  the  crofs,  and  at  laft  was  crucified,  that  I 
might  be  faved  !  And  glory  be  to  his  name,  I  am  faved  !  I 
know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth  !  Come  Lord  Jefus  !  Come 
quickly  I  Make  no  delay  !  O  what  love  I  feel !  And  what  a 
heaven  do  1  behold  ready  to  receive  me  !  O  how  I  long  to  be 
gone,  and  leave  this  body,  this  world  and  all  that  is  in  it 
behind!" — After  this  fhe  lay  ftill  awhile,  and  then  [May  10, 
1786)  fell  afleep  in  Jefus,  having  juft  entered  the  feven- 
^eenth  year  of  her  age.         ^^ 
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A  FUNERAL  HYMN. 

*?  T  !\7HY  do  thy  chariot-wheels  delay  ?'' 

V  V      The  gracious  fufF'rer  cries, 
**  Why  thus  drag  on  ?   Lord,  hafte  away, 
"  And  bear  me  to  the  Ikies.*' 

Bleft  are  the  dead,  who  in  the  Lord 

Their  Saviour,   fweetly  reft  ; 
Sav*d  from  their  toils,  to  blifs  reftor'd, 

An  heav'n  in  Jefu's  breaft. 

That  blifs  is  thine,   the  ftruggle's  o'er, 

Th'  unfettered  fpirit's  fled ; 
The  body,   rack'd  with  pain  no  more. 

Lies  number'd  with  the  dead. 

Chaften'd  by  fharp  afR16lion's  rod, 
faith  anfwers,  all  is  right  i 
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It  checks  the  groan,   and  makes  the  loacf^ 
Through  meek  fubmiflion,  light. 

Long  in  the  fiery  furnace  try'd 

With  fal'Jtary  pain  ; 
In  fuff'fings  to  thy  Lord  ally'd. 

With  him  triumphant  reign  \ 

GOD  brought  thee  low,   to  raife  thee  up. 

He  kiird  to  make  alive  : 
Go,   blefs  him  for  the  bitt'reft  cup 

Thy  Saviour's  love  could  give. 

Yes,   'twas   from  love,   from  love  divine. 

Thy  (harpeft  fufF'rings  flow'd, 
To  wean  from  earth  their  blefl  defign. 

And  fit  the  foul  for  GOD. 

Behold  the  hufband,   father,   friend, 

His  parting  bleffing  give  : 
He  lov'd  his  own,  and  to  the  end 

Exh©rts  in  love  to  live. 

But  what  engrofs'd  his  care  fupreme. 

Was  Mary's  better  part  : 
♦*  Religion  be  your  fingle  aim, 

••  Let  GOD  have  all  your  heart  T 

<*  And  now,  O  fpotlefs  Lamb,  to  thee 

"  My  fpirit  I  refign  ; 
•*  To  thy  all-cleanfmg  blood  I  flee  : 

"  Sweet  Jefus,    I  am  thine." 

Thus  may  we  clofe   our  days  of  woe, 

And  quit  this  fcene  of  pain  ; 
Nor  figh  at  lofing  all  below, 

When  all  above  we  gain. 

Divinely 
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Divinely  arm'd,  we  dare  defy 

The  worfl  that  death  can  bring  : 
O  grave,   where  is  thy  vitlory  ! 

O  death,  where  is  thy  fting  ! 

Psalm    xlvi. 

ON  GOD  fuprcme  our  hope  depends; 
Whofe  omniprefent  fight 
Through  all  the  pathlefs  realms  extends 
Of  uncreated  night, 

Plung'd  in  the  gulph  of  deep  diftrefs. 

To  him   we   raife  our  cry  ; 
His  mercy  bids  our  furrows  ceafe. 

And  fills  our  tongues  with  joy, 

though  earth  her  ancient  feat  forfake^ 

By  pangs  convulfive  torn; 
Though  her  felf-balanc'd  fabric  fhake, 

And  troubled  nature  mourn  : 

Though  hills  be  in  the  ocean  loft. 

With  all  their  fhaggy  load. 
No  fear  fhall  e'er  invade  the  juft^ 

Or  fhake  his  truft  in  GOD. 

In  vain  th'  unbottom'd  wild  abyfs 

Its  force  tumultuous  pours, 
In  vain  the  watry  legions  rife 

Loud  thundering  o'er  the  fhores. 

What  though  the  frighted  mountains  nod 

Shook  by   the    rolling  war  ? 
Sion  fecure  enjoys  the  flood 

Wide-wafting  from  afar ! 

The 
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The  Lord  moft  high,  on  Sion's  hill 

Has  fixt  his  fure  abode; 
Nor  dare  the  threatening  waves  aflail 

The  city  of  our  GOD  ! 

The  (lorriiy  winds  and  wild  abyfs, 

Th*  almighty  word  obey; 
Which  rules  the  raging  of  the  fea. 

And  points  the  ftorm  its  way. 

Genesis    xxiii.  20. 

The  Jield  and  the  cave  were  made  fure  to  Abraham^  fo'f  d 
pojfejfion  of  a  burying-place. 

ACQUIRING  his  firjl  fpot  of  ground, 
A  burying  place  the  Patriarch  found! 
May  I,   like  him,   a  ftranger  rove. 
Heir  of  the  promised  land  above; 
The  fettlement  on  earth  I  crave. 
The  fole  poffeffion  is — a  grave  ! 

Exodus    xix.  4,  ' 

I  hear  you  on  eagles'  wings,  and  brought  you  unto  rnyfelf, 

AS  an  eagle  cleaves  the  air, 
Whofe  wings  fupport  her  youngs 
Jfjus  doth  his  people  bear, 

As  fwift^  as  fmooth,  as  flrong! 
Saviour,   urge  thy  rapid  flight; 
Soar  to  that  fublime  abode! 
Bear  us  far  above  all  height, 
Atid  bring  us  home  to  GOD^ 
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Predestination'  calmly  considerei^ 

[By  John  Wesley,  M.A.^ 

^Continued  from  page  373»] 

S&LVI.  "  13  UT  you  cannot  do  this  :  for  then  you  {houS 
JL3  *'  be  called  a  Pelagian^  an  Arminian^  and 
•*  what  not  V  And  are  you  afraid  of  hard  names  ?  Then 
Vouhave  not  begun  to  be  a  difciple  of  Jefus  Chrift.  *'  No, 
"  that  is  not  the  cafe.  But  you  are  afraid,  if  you  do  nol 
••  hold  eleftion,  you  muft  hold  free-will,  and  fo  rob  GOD 
**  of  his  glory  in  man's  falvation." 

I  anfwer,  1.  Many  of  the  greateft  maintainers  of  eleftion 
utterly  deny  the  confequence,  and  do  not  allow,  that  even 
natural  free-will  in  mail,  is  repugnant  to  GOD's  glory. 
Thefe  accordingly  afferti  that  every  man  living  has  a  mea- 
fure  of  natural  free-will.  So  the  ajf(^mbly  of  divines  (and 
therein  the  body  of  Calvifiijts  both  m  England  and  Scotland) 
"  GOD  hath  endued  the  will  of  man  with  that  natural  //- 
*'  berty,  that  is  neither  forced,  nor,  by  an  abfolute  neceffity' 
**  of  nature,  determined  to  do  good  or  evil  :"  Chap.  ix. 
And  this  they  aflert  of  man  in  his  fallen  ilatc^  even  before 
,he  receives  the  grace  of  GOD, 

But  I  do  not  carry  free-will  fo  far  (I  mean  not  in  moral 
things)  ;   natural  free-ivill^  in  the  prcfent  Itate  of  mankind,  I 

Vol.  II.  3G  do 
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do  not  underfland  ;  I  only  afTei  t,  that  there  is  a  meafure  of 
ii tQ-vj'iW  J tiper naturally  rellored  to  every  man,  together  wit-h 
thdii fnparnaturalWght.,  which  enlightens  every  man  that  cometk 
into  the  world.  But  indeed,  whether  this  be  natural  or  no, 
as  to  your  objefiion  it  matters  not.  For  that  equally  lies 
againil  both,  agalnft  any  free-will  of  any  kind  :  your  affertioii 
being  thus,  *'  It  man  has  any  free-will,  GOD  cannot  have 
*'  the  whole  glory  of  his  falvation/'  Or,  **  It  is  not  fo  much 
**  for  the  glory  of  GOD,  to  fave  man  as  a  free  agent,  put 
**  into  a  capacity  of  concurring  with  his  grace  on  the  one 
*'  hand,  and  of  refifting  it  on  the  other  ;  as  to  fave  him  in 
"  the  way  of  a  neceflary  agent,  by  a  power  which  he  can- 
"  noft  pofflbly  refift/' 

XLVII.  With  regard  to  the  former  of  thefe  affertionSj 
"  If  man  has  any  free-will,  then  GOD  cannot  have  the  whole 
*'  glory  of  his  falvation,"  is  your  meaning  this  :  "  If  any 
"  miin  has  any  power  to  work  out  his  own  falvation^  theii 
*'  GOD  cannot  have  the  wholy  glory?"  If  it  be,  I  rnuft  aflc 
sigain,  what  do  yoii  mean  by  GOD's  having  **  the  whoie 
*'  glory  ?"  Do  you  mean,  **  his  doing  the  whole  work,  with- 
*'  out  £^ny  concurrence  on  man's  part?"  If  fo,  your  aflertion 
isj  "  If  man  do  at  all  work  together  with  GOD,  in  working 
*'  out  his  own  Jalvation^  then  GOD  does  not  do  the  whole 
"  work^  without  man's  working  together  ivith  him''  Moft 
true  ;  moft  fure  :  but  cannot  you  fee,  how  GOD  neverthe- 
lefs  may  have  all  the  glory  ?  Why  the  very  power  to  work 
together  with  him,  was  from  GOD.  Therefore  to  him  i& 
all  the  glory.  Has  not  even  experience  taught  you  this  ? 
Have  you  not  often  felt,  in  a  particular  temptation,  power 
cither  to  refift  or  yield  to  the  grace  of  GOD  ?  And  when 
you  have  yielded  to  work  together  with  him,  did  you  not  find 
it  very  poffible  notwithftanding,  to  give  him  all  the  glory  ? 
So  that  both  experience  and  fcripture  are  againft  you  here, 
and  make  ic  clear  to  every  impartial  enquirer,  that  though 
man  have  freedom  to  work  or  not  work  together  with  GOD, 
yet  may  GOD  have  the  whole  glory  of  his  falvation. 

XLVIII.  If  then  you  fay,  '"  We  afcribe  to  GOD  alone, 
['  the  whole  glory  of  our  falvation."     I  anfwer^  fo  do  we 

loo. 
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too.  If  you  cicjd,  •*  Nay,  but  v/e  affirm,  that  GOD  alone 
f*  jdoes  the  whole  work,  without  man's  working  at  all ;"  in 
one  fenfe,  we  allow  this  alfo.  We  allow,  it  is  the  work  of 
GOD  alone,  to  juftify  to  fanflify,  and  to  glorify,  which 
three  comprehend  the  whole  of  falvation.  Yet  we  cannot 
allow,  that  man  can  only  refift,  and  not  in  any  wife  work  to-- 
gethtr  with  GOD  :  or,  that  GOD  is  fo  the  whole  worker 
qf  our  falvation,  as  to  exclude  man's  working  at  all.  This 
I  dare  not  fay ;  for  I  cannot  prove  it  by  fcripture :  nay,  it 
is  flatly  cpntrary  thereto:  for  the  fcripture  is  exprefs,  that 
^{laving  received  power  frqm  GOD)  we  are  to  work  out  our 
crjjn  falvation  :  and  that  (after  the  work  of  GOD  is  begun  in 
qur  fouls)  we  are  workers  together  with  him. 

XLIX.  Your  pbjeflion  propofed  in  another  form,  is 
this :  •*  It  is  nqt  fq  puch  for  the  glory  of  GOQ,  to  fave  man 
^\  as  a  free  agent,  put  into  a  capacity  of  either  concurring 
*'  with,  or  refifting  his  grace  :  as  to  fave  him  in  the  way  of 
••  a  neceffary  agent,  ky  a  power  which  he  cannot  poflibly 
^'  refifl." 

O  that  th-e  Lord  would  anfvvrer  for  himfelf !  that  he  would 
arife  and  maintain  his  own  caufe  !  that  he  would  no  longer 
fijffer  his  fcrvants,  few  as  they  are,  to  weaken  one  another's 
hands,  and  (o  be  wearied  not  only  with  the  contradiBion  of 
Ji'iiners,  but  even  of  thofe  who  are  in  a  meafure  faved  from 
{in  !  Wo  is  me,  that  I  avi  conjlrained  to  dwell  with  hhjiiek  ! 
AVio?ig  them  that  are  enemies  to  peace  !  I  labour  for  peace. :  but 
zclien  Ifp^cik  thereof   they  flill  mah  themftlyes  ready  for  bat- 

\j.  If  it  mufl  be  then,  let  usjoo];  one  another  in  the  face. 
Jiow  is  it  more  for  the  glory  of  GOD,  to  fave  man  irre- 
fijlibly,  than  to  fave  him  as  a  free  agent,  by  fuch  grace  as 
he  may  either  concur  with  or  refift  ?  I  fear  you  have  a  con- 
fufcd,  unfcriptural  notion  of''  the  glory  of  GOD."  What 
do  you  mean  by  that  exprefhon  ?  The  glory  of  GOD, 
ftnftly  fpeaking,  is  his  glorious  effence  and  his  attributes, 
which  have  been  ever  of  old.  And  this  glory  admits  of  no 
increafe,  being  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever. 
B;^t  ^he  fcripture  frequently  fpeaks  of  the  glory  of  GOD, 

in 
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in  a  fenfe  forrcthing  different  from  this ;  meaning  thereby^ 
the  manifeftation  of  his  elTentia!  glory,  of  his  eternal  power 
and  Godhead,  and  of  his  glorious  attributes,  more  efpecialljr 
hisjuftice,  mercy,  find  truth.  And  it  is  in  this  fenfe  alone, 
that  the  glory  of  GOD  is  faid  to  be  advanced  by  man.  No\>r 
then  this  is  the  point  which  it  lies  on  you  to  prove,  *'  that 
*'  it  does  more  eminently  manifefl  the  glorious  attributes  of 
•*  GOD,  more  efpecially  his  jullice,  mercy,  and  truth,  to 
**  fdve  man  irrefifrbly,  than  to  fave  him  by  fuch  grace  as  it 
^*  is  in  his  power  either  to  concur  with,  or  to  refill/* 

LI.  But  you  mull  not  imagine,  1  will  be  fo  unwife,  zt 
to  engage  you  here  on  this  Angle  point*  I  fhall  not  novir 
difpute  (which  yet  might  be  done)  whether  falvation  by  aii 
irrefiflibie  grace  (which  indeed  makes  man  a  mere  m.achine,. 
and  confequently  no  more  rewardable  than  punilhabic)  whe- 
ther I  fay,  falvation  by  irrefiltible  grace,  confidered  apart 
from  its  confequences,  manifcft  the  glory  of  GOD  more  or 
lefs,  than  falvation  by  grace,  which  rrtay  be  refilled.  Not 
fo  ;  (but  by  the  afliftance  of  GOD)  I  fhall  take  your  whole 
fcheme  together;  irrefiflibie  grace  for  the  eleft,  implying 
the  denial  of  faving  grace  to  all  others:  or  unconditional 
cleftion,  with  its  infeparable  companion,  unconditional  rc^ 
probation. 

The  cafe  is  clearly  this.  You  may  drive  me,  on  the  one 
hand,  unlefs  I  will  contradifl:  myfelf,  or  retra6l  my  princi- 
ples, to  own  a  meafure  of  free-will  in  every  man  (though 
not  by  nature,"  as  the  affembly  of  divines).  And  on  the 
other  hand,  1  can  drive  you,  and  every  affertor  of  uncon- 
ditional eleftion,  unlefs  you  will  contraditl  yourfclf,  or  re^ 
tra6l  your  principles,   to  own  unconditional  reprobation. 

Stand  forth  then,  free-will  on  the  one  fide,  and  reproba- 
tion on  the  other.  And  let  us  fee,  whether  the  one  fcheme, 
attended  with  the  abfurdity  (as  you  think  it)  of  free-will ;' 
or  the  other  fcheme,  attended  v/ith  the  abfurdity  of  repro- 
bation, be  the  moVe  defenfible.  Let  us  fee  (ir  it  pleafe  the 
Father  of  Lights  to  open  the  eyes  of  our  undcrfianding) 
which  of  thefe  is  moll  to  the  glorv  of  GOD,  for  the  dif-' 

^play 
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play  of  his  glorious  attributes,  for  the  manifeftation  of  his 
wifdom,  juftice,  and  mercy  to  the  fons  of  men. 

Lll.  tirfl,  his  wifdom.  If  man  be  in  fome  meafure  free, 
|f  by  that  hght  which  lighteth  every  man  that  comtih  into  tkc, 
worlds  there  bey^^  btfort  him  lije  and  death,  good  and  evil ; 
then  how  glorioufly  does  the  manifold  wifdom  of  GOD  ap- 
pear  in  the  whole  ccconomy  of  man's  falvation  ?  Being  vvil- 
ling  that  all  men  fliould  be  faved,  yet  not  willing  to  force 
them  thereto;  willing  that  men  fliould  be  faved,  yet  not  as 
trees  or  ftones,  but  as  men,  as  reafonable  creatures,  endued 
with  underllanding  to  difcern  what  is  good,  and  liberty  ei- 
ther to  accept  or  rcfufe  it;  how  does  he  fuit  the  whola 
fcheme  of  his  difpenfatiqns  to  this  his  ^r^o^sc-/^,  hi*  plan,  the 
iounfd  of  his  will?  His  firft  fiep  is,  to  enlighten  the  under- 
Handing,  by  that  general  knowledge  of  good  and  evil.  To 
this  he  adds  many  fecret  reproofs,  if  they  a£l  contrary  to 
this  light :  m.any  inward  conyiftions,  which  there  is  not  a 
man  on  earth  who  has  not  often  felt.  At  other  times  he 
gently  moves  their  wills,  he  draws  and  woos  them,  as  it 
were,  to  walk  in  the  light.  He  inftils  into  their  hearts 
good  defires,  though  perhaps  they  know  not  from  whence 
ihey  come.  Thus  far  he  proceeds  with  all  the  children  of 
men;  yea,  even  with  thofe  who  have  not  the  knowledge  of 
his  written  Word.  But  in  this,  what  a  field  of  wifdom  is 
difplayed,  fuppofe  man  be  in  fome  degree  a  free  agent  ? 
How  is  every  part  of  it  fuited  to  this  end  ?  To  fave  man, 
as  man ;  to  fet  life  and  death  before  him,  and  then  per- 
fuade,  not  force,  him  to  choofc  life  1  According  to  this 
grand  purpofe  of  GOD,  a  perfecl  rule  is  firft  fet  before  him, 
to  ferve  as  a  lantern  to  his  feet,  and  a  light  in  all  his  paths. 
This  is  offered  to  him  in  the  form  of  a  law,  enforced  v*^ith 
the  ftrongeft  fanftions,  the  moft  glorious  rewards  for  them 
that  obey,  the  feverefi  penalties  on  them  that  break  it.  To 
reclaim  thefe,  GOD  ufes  all  manner  of  ways;  he  tries  eve- 
ry avenue  of  their  fouls.  He  applies  fometimes  to  their 
underflandings,  (l)ewing  fliem  the  folly  of  their  fins  :  forne* 
limes  to  their  afFections,  tenderly  expoflulating  with  them 
for  their  ingratitude^  and  even  condefceoding.  to  afic,  V/hai 

tould 
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could  I  have  done  for  you  (confiflent  with  my  eternal  pur^ 
pofc,  not  to  force  you)  which  I  have  not  done  ?  He  inter- 
mixes fofnctimes  threats,  Except  ye  repent,  yejkall  all  like^ 
wife  perijli:  fometimcs  promifes,  Your  Jins  and  your  ini- 
quities will  I  remember  no  more.  Now  what  wifdom  is  feen 
in  all  this,  if  man  may  indeed  phopfq  life  or  death  ?  But 
if  every  m^n  be  unalterably  confined  to  heaven  or  h^jl,  be- 
fore he  cQmes  from  his  mother's  womb,  where  is  the  wif- 
dom of  this:  of  dealing  with  him  in  every  refpeft  as  if  he 
were  free,  when  it  is  no  fuch  thing  ?  Wbat  avails,  what 
can  this  whole  difpenfation  of  GOD.  avail  a  reprobate? 
What  are  promifes  or  threats,  expoftulations  or  reproofs 
tq  thee,  thou  firebrand  of  heU  ?  What  indeed  (O  my  bre- 
thren ;  fufler  me  to  fpeak,  for  I  am  full  of  matter)  but  emp- 
\j  force,  but  mere  grimace,  founding  words,  that  mean  jud 
nothing  ?  O  where  (to  wave  all  other  eonfideratioos  now)l 
is  the  wifdom  of  this  proceeding  ?  To  what  end  does  alt 
this  apparatus  frrye  ?  If  you  fay,  to  infure  his  damnation  : 
alas,  what  ncedeth  that  ?  feeing  this  was  infurcvi  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world.  Let  all  mankind  then  judge, 
which  of  thefe  accounts  is  niore  for  the  glory  of  GOD's 
V'ifdom  ! 

Lill.  We  come  tiexf  to  his  juftice.  Now  if  man  be 
capable  of  choofing  good  or  evil,  then  he  is  a  proper  ob^ 
je6l  of  the  juftice  of  GOD,  acquitting  or  condemning,  re- 
warding or  punifhing.  But  oth^rwife  he  is  not.  A  mere 
machine  is  not  capable  of  being  either  acquitted  or  con- 
demned. Juftice  cannot  punifh  a  ftone  for  falling  to  the 
ground  ;  nor,  on  your  fch^me,  a  pian  or  falling  into  fi;i. 
For  he  can  no  more  help  it  than  a  ftone,  if  he  |)e,  in  youv. 
fenfe,  fore-ordained  tq  this,  condemnation.  Why  does  this 
rqan  fm  ?  "  He  cannot  ceafe  from  fin."  Vv^hy  cannot  he 
ccafe  from  fin  ?  '*  Becaufe  he  has  no  faving  grace.'*  Why 
has  he  no  faving  grace  ?  *'  Eecaufc  GOD  of  his  own  good 
•'  pleafure,  hath  eternally  decreed  not  to  give  it  him."  Is 
he  then  under  an  unavoidable  neceffity  of  finning  ?  "  Yes  : 
"  as  much  as  a  ftone  is  of  falling.  He  never  had  any  more 
**  po'iver  to.  ceafe  from  evil,  than  a  ftone  has  to  hang  in  the 
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*'  air."  And  fliall  this  man,  for  not  doing  what  he  nevct 
could  do,  and  for  doing  what  he  never  could  avoid,  be  fen- 
tenced  to  depart  into  everlafting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil 
and  his  angels  ?  *'  Yes,  becaufe  it  is  the  fovcrcign  will  of 
*'  GOD/'— Then  **  you  have  either  found  a  new  god,  or 
•*  inade  one!"  This  is  not  the  God  of  the  chriflians.  Our 
GOD  is  juft  in  all  nis  ways :  he  reapeth  not  where  he  hath 
not  flrcwed.  He  requireth  only  according  to  what  he  hath 
given  ;  and  where  he  hath  given  little,  little  is  required. 
The  glory  of  bis  juftice  is  this,  to  reward  every  man  accord- 
ing to  his  works.  Hereby  is  that  glorious  attribute  {hewn, 
evidently  fet  forth  before  men  and  angels,  in  that  every  man 
is  accepted  or  rejefted  according  to  that  he  hath,  and  not  ac- 
cording to  that  he  hath  not.  This  is  that  jufl  decree  which 
cannot  pafs,  either  in  time  or  in  eternity. 

Thus  one  fcheme  gives  the  juftice  of  GOD  its  full  fcope, 
leaves  room  for  it  to  be  largely  difplayed  in  all  its  branches  : 
whereas  the  other  makes  it  a  mere  fhadow,  yea,  brings  it 
abfolulely  to  nothing, 

LIV.  Juft  as  glorioufly  does  it  difplay  his  love  !  fuppo- 
fing  it  to  be  fixt  on  one  in  ten  of  his  creatures  ;  (might  I  not 
rather  fay,  on  one  in  an  hundred  ?)  and  to  have  no  regard 
to  thQ  reft.  Let  the  ninety  and  nine  reprobates  perifti  with- 
out mercy.  It  is  enough  for  him,  to  love  and  fave  the  one 
cleft.  But  why  will  he  have  mercy  on  thefe  alone,  and  leave 
all  thofe  to  inevitable  deftruflion  ?  "  He  will— becaufe  he 
**  will !"  O  that  GOD  would  give  unto  you  who  thus  fpeal^ 
meeknefs  of  wifdom  !  then  would  I  afk.  What  would  the 
univerfal  voice  of  mankind  pronounce  of  the  man  that  fhould 
a£l  thus  ?  That  being  able  to  deliver  millions  of  men  from 
death,  with  a  fingle  breath  of  his  mouth,  Jhould  refufe  to 
fave  any  more  than  one  in  an  hundred,  and  fay,  **  I  will  not, 
becaufe  I  will  not  ?"  How  then  do  you  exalt  the  mercy  of 
GOD,  when  you  afcribe  fuch  a  proceeding  to  him  ?  What 
a  ftrange  comment  is  this  on  his  own  word,  that  his  mercy 
is  over  all  his  works  ? 

Do  you  think  to  evade  this  by  faying,  "  his  mercy  is  more 
•'  difplayed  in  irreCftibly  faving  the  elefl-,  than  it  would  be  in 

"  q:ivinin: 
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**  giving  the  choice  of  falvation  to  all  men,  and  aQual  falva* 
"  tion  to  thofe  that  accepted  it  ?"  How  fo  ?  Make  this  ap* 
pear,  if  you  can.  What  proof  do  you  bring  of  this  afferti- 
bn  ?  I  appeal  to  every  impartial  mind,  whether  the  reverfe 
be  not  obvioufly  true  ?  Whether  the  mercy  of  GOD  would 
not  be  far  lefs  glorioufly  difplayed,  in  faving  a  few  by  his 
irrefiftible  power,  and  leaving  all  the  reft  without  help,  with- 
out hope,  to  pcriQi  everlaftingly,  than  in  offering  falvatioit 
to  every  creature,  aftually  faving  all  that  confent  thereto^ 
and  in  doing  for  the  reft,  all  that  infinite  wifdom,  almighty 
power,  and  boundlcfs  love  can  do,  without  forcing  them  to 
be  faved,  which  would  be  to  deftroy  the  very  nature  he  had 
given  them  ?  I  appeal,  I  fay,  to  every  impartial  mind,  and 
to  your  own,  if  not  quite  blinded  with  prejudice,  which  of 
thefe  accounts  places  the  mercy  of  GOD  in  the  inoft  advan^r 
tageous  light  ? 

LV,  Perhaps  you  will    fay,  "  But  there  are  other  attri^ 
^*  bates  of  GOD  ;   namely,   his  fovereignty,  unchangcable-i- 
**  nefsi   and  faithfulnefs,      I  hope  you  do  not  deny  thefe." 
I  anfwer,  no  ;    by  no   m.eans.     The  fovereignty  of  GOD 
appears,    i.  In  fixing  from  eternity  that  decree  touching  the 
fons  of  men,   He  that  believeth  Jhall  he  faved :  he  that  heliev^ 
eth  notjliall  be  damned :   2.  In  all  the  general  circumftancesf 
of  creation ;   in  the  time,   the  place,  the  manner  of  creating 
all  things  :   in  appointing  the  number  and  kinds  of  creatures, 
vifible  and  invifible  :   3.  In  allotting  the  natural  endowments; 
of  men,   thefe  to  one,  and  thofe  to  another ;    4.  In  difpo- 
fing    the  time,   place,   and  other  outward  circumftances  (as 
parents,   relations)   attending  the  birth  of  every  one :  5.  lit- 
dlfpenfmg  the  various  gifts  of  his  Spirit,   for  the  edification 
of  his  church:   6.  In  ordering  all  temporal  things  (as  healthy 
fortune,  friends;}     every  thing   fhort  of  etertiity.      But  ill 
dlfpofing  the  eternal  ftates  of  men,   it  is  clear,  that  not  fo*^ 
vereignty  alone^  but  juftice,  mercy,  and  truth  hold  the  rein.'?; 
The  governor  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  I  am  over  all,  GOD, 
bleffed  for  ever,   takes  no  ftep  here  but  as  thefe  dire6t,   and 
prepare  the  way  before  his  face.      This  is  his  eternal  and  ir- 
refiftible will,  as  he  hath  revealed  it  unto  us  by  his  Spirit : 

declaring; 
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declaring  id  the  ftiongeft  terms,  adding  his  oath  to  his  word, 
^nd  becaufe  he  could  fwear  by  no  greater,  fwearing  by  him- 
felf,  As  1  live ^  faith  the  Lord  GOD,  I  have  no  pleafure  in 
the  death  of  him  that  dieth.  The  death  of  him  that  dieth  can 
never  be  refolved  into  my  pleafure  or  fovereigri  will.  No  ! 
it  is  impoffible.  We  challenge  all  mankind,  to  bring  one 
clear,  fcriptural  proof  to  the  contrary.  You  can  bring  no 
fcripture-proof  that  GOD  ever  did,  or  afTertion  that  he 
<^ver  will,  atl  as  ?nere  Sovereign^  in  eternally  condemning 
iiny  foul  that  ever  was,   or  will  be  born  into  the  \VOrld, 

[Continued  at  page  469.] 
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On  John   i.  47, 

Behold  an  Ifraelitt  indeed^  in  whom  there  is  no  guile. 

i.  OOME  years  ago  a  very  ingenious  man,  profeffor 
k3  Hutchefon  of  Glafgow,  publifhed  two  treatifes,  on 
the  original  of  our  ideas  of  beauty  and  virtue.  In  the  latter 
of  thefe  he  maintains,  That  the  very  effence  of  virtue  is, 
the  love  of  our  fellow  creatures.  He  endeavours  to  prt)ve, 
that  virtue  and  benevolence  are  one  and  the  fame  thing : 
that  every  temper  is  only  fo  far  virtuous,  as  it  partakes  of 
the  nature  of  benevolence  :  and  that  all  our  words  and  a6li- 
ons  are  then  only  virtuous,  when  they  fprihg  from  the  fame 
principle.  *'  But  docs  he  not  flippofe  gratitude  of  the  love 
df  GOD  to  be  the  foundation  of  this  benevolence  ?"  By  no 
means:  fuch  a  fuppofition  as  this  never  entered  ihtohis  mind. 
Nay  he  fuppofes  juft  the  contrary  :  he  does  not  make  the 
lead  fcruple  to  aver,  That  if  any  temper  or  aftion  be  pro- 
duced by  any  tegard  to  GOD,  or  any  view  to  a  reward 
from  him,  it  is  not  virtuous  at  all  :  and  that  if  all  action 
Vol.  II.  3H    .  fpring 


^26  '      A    SERMON     ON     JONH    ii    J^'fi 

fpring  partly  from  benevolence,  and  partly  from  a  view  W 
GOD,  [the  more  there  is  in  it  of  a  view  to  God,]  the  lefs 
there  is  joF  virtue. 

2.  1  cannot  fee  this  beautiful  effay  of  Mr.  Hut  chef  on  in 
any  other  light,  than  as  a  decent,  and  therefore  more 
dangerous  attack  upon  the  whole  of  the  Chriftian  Revelati- 
on  :  feeing  this  aflerts  the  love  of  GOD  to  be  the  true  foun- 
dation, both  of  the  love  of  our  neighbour  and  all  other  virtues  t 
and  accordingly  places  this  as  the,  firjl  and  great  cammand- 
7nent^  on  v^hich  all  the  reft  depend,  Tkotijfialt  love  the. Lord 
thy  GOD  with  all  thy  hearty  and  with  all  thy  ?nind,  and  with 
all  thy  fold,  and  xvith  all  thy  Jlrength.  So  that  according  to 
the  Bible,  benevolence,  or  the  love  of  our  neighbour,  is  on- 
ly the  fecond  commandment.  And  fuppofe  the  fcripture  be 
oF  GOD,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  benevolence 
alone  is  both  the  foundation  and  effence  of  all  virtue,  that 
benevolence  itfelf  is  no  virtue  at  all^  unlefs  it  fpring  from 
the  love  of  GOD, 

3-  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  this  writer  hlmfelf  has 
a  marginal  note  in  favour  of  Chriflianiiy.  "  Who  would 
not  wilh,  fays  he,  that  the  Chriftian  Revelation  could  be 
proved  to  be  of  GOD  ?  Seeing  it  is  unqueftionably  the 
moll  benevolent  inflitution  that  ever  appeared  in  the  world.'' 
But  is  not  this,  if  it  be  confidered  thoroughly,  another  blov/ 
at  the  root  of  that  Revelation  ?  Is  it  lnore  or  lefs  than  to 
fay,   "  I  wifi^i   it  could  ;   but  in  truth  it  cannot  be  proved  ?" 

4.  Another  ingenious  writer  advances  an  hypothefis  total- 
ly different  from  this.  Mr.  Wollafon,  in  the  book  which 
he  entitles  ''  The  Reliorlon  of  Nature  delineated,"  endca- 
vours  to  prove,  that  *'  Truth  is  the  effence  of  virtue,"  or  con- 
formablenefs  to  truth.  But  it  feems  Mr.  Wollafcn  goes^ 
farther  from  the  Bible,  than  Mr.  Hutchefon  himfelf.  For 
Mr.  Hutchefon's  fcheme  fets  afide  only  one  of  the  two  great 
commandments,  namely,  Thoufhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  GOD  "^ 
whereas  Mr.  Wcllafton  fets  afide  both  :  for  his  hypothefis 
does  not  place  the  cScnce  of  virtue,  in  either  the  love  of 
GOD  or  of  our  neighbour, 

J.  How- 
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^.  However  both  thefe  authors  agree,  though  in  difTer-. 
ent  ways,  to  put  afander  what  GOD  has  joined.  *But  St. 
Paul  unites  them  together  in  teaching  us  to  fpeah  the  truth 
in  love.  And  undoubtedly  both  truth  and  love  were  united 
in  him,  to  whom  he  who  knows  the  hearts  of  al!  men,  gives 
this  amiable  charafter,  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed,  in  whom 
is  no  guile. 

6.  But  who  is  It  concerning  whom  our  blelTed  Lord  gives 
this  glorious  teftimony?  Who  is  this  Nathaniel,  oi  whom  fo 
remarkable  an  account  is  given,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
chapter  beiore  us  ?  Is  it  not  ftrange,  that  he  is  not  mention- 
ed again  ia  any  part  of  the  New  Teftament  ?  He  is  not  men- 
tioned again  under  this  name  :  but  probably  he  had  another, 
whereby  he  was  more  commonly  called.  It  v/as  generally 
believed  by  the  ancients,  that  he  is  the  fame  perfon  who  is 
elfe where  termed  Baytholomezo,  one  of  our  Lord's  apoftles, 
and  one  that  in  the  enumeration  of  them,  both  by  St.  Mat^ 
thew  and  St.  Mark,  is  placed  immediately  after  St.  Philips 
who  firft  brought  him  to  his  mailer.  It  is  very  probable, 
that  his  proper  name  was  Nathaniel,  a  name  common  am.ong 
the  Jews  :  and  that  his  other  name,  Bartholomew,  meaning 
only  the  fon  of  P-ioleiny,  was  derived  from  his  father,  a 
cuftom  which  was  then  exceeding  common  among  the  Jews, 
as  well  as  the  Heathens, 

7.  By  what  little  is  faid  of  him  in  the  context,  he  appears 
to  have  been  2^  man  of  an  excellent  fpirit  :  not  hafly  of  be- 
lief, and  yet  open  to  conviftion,  and  willing  to  receive  the 
truth,  from  whencefoever  it  came.  So  we  read  (veV.  45,  &c.) 
Philip  Jindeth  Nathanid,  (probably  by  what  we  term  acci- 
dent) and  faith  unto  him,   Wt  have  found  him  of  whom.  Mo- 

f'S  in  the  law,  and  the  prophets,  did  write,  Jxfus  of  Naza- 
reth, Nathaniel  jaid  unto  him.  Can  any  good  thing  come. 
$ut  of  Nazareth?  Has  Mofes  fpoke,  or  did  the  prophets 
write,  of  any  prophet  to  come  from  thence  ?  Philip  faith 
l^nto  him.  Come  and  fee,  and  thou  wilt  foon  be  able  to  judge 
for  thyfelf.  Nathaniel  took  his  advice,  without  flaying  to 
confer  with  flelh  and  blood.  Jf^^^  /?z^  Nathaniel  coming 
^  him,  and  faith  of  him,  Behold  an  Ifraelite  indeed^  in  whom 

is 
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is  no  guile  !  Nathaniel  faith  unto  him^  doubtlefs  with  furf 
prize  enough,  Whence  knowejl  thou  me?  Jefus  anfwered  and 
Jaid  unto  him^  Bejore  Philip  called  thee^  when  thou  waj'l  under 
the  fig-tree,  I  Jaw  thee,  Nathaniel  anfwered  and  faith  unt^ 
kirn,  (fo  foon  was  all  prejudice  gone  !)  Rabbi,  thou  art  the 
Son  of  GOD  I    Thou  art  the  King  of  Ifrael ! 

But  what  is  implied  in  our  Lord's  charafter  of  him  ?  In 
whom  is  no  guile  ?  It  may  include  all  that  is  contained  in 
that  advice, 

**   Still  let  thy  heart  be  true  to  GOD'? 
Thy  words  to  it,   thy  aftions  to  them  both  I" 

1.  1.  We  may,  firft,  obferve,  what  is  implied  in  having 
our  hearts  true  to  GOD  ?  Does  this  imply  any  lefs  than  is 
included  in  that  gracious  command,  Aiy  fon,  give  me  thy 
heart  ?  Then  only  is  our  heart  true  to  GOD,  when  we  give 
it  to  him.  We  give  him  our  heart  in  the  lowefl  degree, 
when  \^t  fell  our  happirefs  in  him  :  when  we  do  not  feek 
it  in  gratifying //^(?  defre  of  the  f  eft,  in  any  of  the  pleafures 
of  fenfe  :  nor  in  gratifying  Uie  defire  of  the  eye,  in  any  of  the 
pleafures  ot  the  imagination,  arifing  from  grand,  or  new, 
or  beautiful  objefls,  whether  of  nature  or  art  :  Neither  in 
the  pride  cflif,  in  the  honour  that  cometh  of  men,  in  being 
beloved,  efteemed  and  applauded  by  them  :  no,  nor  yet  in 
what  fome  term  with  equal  impudence  and  ignorance,  the 
main  chance,  the  laying  up  treafures  on  earth.  When  wc 
feek  ha^ppinefs  in  none  of  thefe,  but  in  GOD  alone,  then 
we  in  fome  fcnfe  give  him   our  heart. 

2.  But  in  a  more  proper  fenfe  we  give  GOD  our  heart, 
when  we  not  only  feck,  but  find  happinefs  in  him.  This 
happinefs  undoubtedly  begins,  when  we  begin  to  know  him 
by  the  teaching  of  his  own  Spirit  :  when  it  pleafes  the  Fa- 
ther to  reveal  his  Son  in  our  heart,  fo  that  we  can  humbly 
fay,  "  My  Lord  and  my  GOD.''  And  when  the  Son  is 
picafcd  to  reveal  his  Father  in  us  by  the  Spirit  of  adoption, 
crying  in  our  hearts,  Abba  Father,  and  bearing  his  tefimo-^ 
ny  with  our  fpirits  thai  we  are  the  children  oj  GOD  :  then 

it 
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At  IS  that  the  love  of  GOD  alfo  is  Jhed  abroad  in  our  liearts^ 
And  according  to  the  degree  ot  our  Jove,  is  ihe  degree  of 
our  happinefs. 

3.  But  it  has  been  queftioned,  whether  it  is  the  defigili 
of  GOD,  that  the  happinefs  which  is  at  fir R  enjoyed  by  all 
that  know  and  love  him,  fliould  continue  any  longer  than,  as 
it  were,  the  day  of  their  efpoufals  ?  In  very  many,  we 
muft  allow,  it  does  not:  but  in  a  few  months,  perhaps 
weeks  or  even  days,  the  joy  and  peace  either  vanifhes  at 
once,  or  gradually  decays.  Now  if  GOD  is  willing  that  their 
happinefs  ihould  continue,  how  is  this  to  be  accounted  for? 

4.  I  believe,  very  eafily,  St.  Judcs  exhortation,  Keep 
yourjeloes  in  ike  love  of  GOD,  certainly  implies,  that  fome- 
thing  is  to  be  done  on  our  part,  in  order  to  its  continuance. 
And  is  not  this  agreeable  to  that  general  declaration  of  our 
Lord  concerning  this  and  every  gift  of  GOD,  Unio  him 
that  hath,  Jliall  be  given,  and  he  Jliall  have  more  abundantly  : 
hut  from  him  that  hath  not,  that  is,  ufes  it  not,  improves 
it  not,  fliall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath  ?  Luke 
viii.  18.   Matt.   xiii.   12. 

5.  Indeed,  part  of  the  verfe  in  St.  Luke,  is  tranflated  in 
our  verfion,  that  which  he  feemeth  to  have.  But  it  is  dif- 
ficult  to  make  fenfe  of  this.  For  if  he  or\\y  feemeth  to  have 
this,  or  any  other  gift  of  GOD,  he  really  hath  it  not. 
And  if  fo,  it  cannot  be  taken  away:  for  no  man  can  lofe 
what  he  never  had.  It  is  plain  therefore  0  Soxs?  €;^«<y,  ought 
to  be  rendered  what  he  affuredly  hath.  And  it  rnay  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  word  ^jc£*>  in  various  places  of  the  New 
Teftament,  does  not  Icfien,  but  flrengthen  the  fenfe  of  the 
word  joined  with  it.  Accordingly,  whoever  improves  the 
grace  he  has  already  received,  whoever  increafes  in  the  love 
of  GOD,  will  furely  retain  it.  GOD  will  continue,  yea, 
will  give  it  more  abundantly  :  whereas,  whoever  does  not 
improve  this  talent,  cannot  polTibly  retain  it.  Notwithfhnd- 
ing  all  he  can  do,  it  will  infallibly  be  taken  away  from  him, 

II.  1.  Mean  time  as  the  heart  of  him  that  is  an  Ifraelite 
indeed  is  true  to  GOD,  fo  his  words  are  fuitable  thereto. 
As  there  is  no  guile  lodged  in  his  heart,  (b  there  is  none 
'        .  found 
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found  in  his  lips.  The  firft  thing  implied  herein  is  veracit\\ 
the  fpeaking  the  truth  from  his  heart:  the  putting  away  all 
wilful  lying,  in  every  kind  and  degree.  A  lie,  according 
to  the  well-known  definition  of  it  is,  Falfum  teJli?nomum 
cum  intentione  fallen di :  a  falfehood  known  to  be  fuch  by 
the  fpeaker,  and  uttered  with  an  intention  to  deceive.  But 
even  the  fpeaking  a  falfehood  is  not  a  lie,  if  it  be  not  fpo- 
ken  with  an  intent  to  deceive. 

2.  Moft  cafuifls,  particularly  thofe  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  diftinguifli  lies  into  three  forts:  the  firft  fort  is  ma- 
licious lies;  the  fecond,  harmlefs  lies;  the  third,  officious 
lies.  Concerning  which  they  pafs  a  very  different  judg- 
ment. I  know  not  any  that  are  fo  hardy  as  even  to  ex- 
cufe,  much  lefs  defend,  malicious  lies  :  that  is,  fuch  as  are 
told  with  a  defign  to  hurt  any  one:  thefe  are  condeitined 
by  all  parties.  Men  are  m.ore  divided  in  their  judgment, 
with  regard  to  harmlefs  lies,  fuch  as  are  fuppofed  to  do  nei- 
tl^er  good  nor  harm.  The  generality  of  men,  even  in  the 
ehriftian  world,  utter  them  without  any  fcruple,  and  open- 
ly miQintain,  that  if  they  do  no  harm  to  any  one  clfe,  they 
do  none  to  the  fpeaker.  But  they  have  certainly  no  place 
in  the  mouth  ot"  him  that  is  an  Ifraelite  indeed.  He  can- 
i^ot  tell  lies  in  jell,  any  iLore  than  in  earnefl;  nothing  but 
truth  is  heard  from  his  mouth.  He  remembers  the  exprefs 
command  of  GOD  to  the  Ephefan  chriflians,  putting  away 
all  \y\Tig,fpeak  every  wan  truth  to  his  neighbour^  JEph.  iv.  25. 

3.  Concerning  oj^cioiis  lies,  thofe  that  are  fpoken  with 
a  dcfign  to  do  good,  there  have  been  numerous  controver- 
fies^in  the  ehriftian  church.  Abundance  of  writers,  and;, 
thofe  men  of  renown  for  piety  as  well  as  learning,  have 
publifhed  whole  volumes  upon  the  fubjeft,  and  in  defpite, 
of  all  oppofers,  not  only  maintained  them  to  be  irnocent, 
but  commended  them  as  meritorious.  But  what  faiih  the 
fcripture  ?  One  paffage  is  fo  exprefs,  that  there  does  not 
need  any  other.  It  occurs  in  the  third  chapter  of  the  epif- 
tle  to  the  Romans,  where  the  very  words  of  the  apoflle  are. 
(ver.  7,  8.)  If  the  truth  of  GOD  hath  more  abounded  through 
my  lie  unto  his  glory ^   why  am   I  yet  judged  as  a  Jinner  ? 

(Will 
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(Will  not  that  lie  be  excufed  from  blame,  for  the  gpod  ef- 
feft  of  it  ?)  And  not  rather,  as  we  art  Jlanderoujly  reported^ 
nnd  asfome  a^rm  that  we  Jay ^  let  us  do  evil  that  good  may 
covie  ?  Wkoje  damnation  is  jvjl.  Here  the  apoflle  plainly 
declares,  3.  That  the  good  effeft  of  a  lie,  is  no  cxcufe  for 
it.  2.  That  it  is  a  mere  (lander  upon  chriftians  to  fay, 
"  they  teach  men  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come.*'  3. 
That  if  any  in  faft  do  this,  either  teach -men  to  do  evil  that 
good  may  come,  or  do  fo  themfelves,  their  damnation  is 
juft.  This  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  thofe  v;ho  tell  lies, 
in  order  to  do  good  thereby.  It  follows,  that  officious  lies, 
as  well  as  all  others,  are  an  abomination  to  the  GOD  of 
truth.  Therefore  there  is  no  abfurdity,  however  Urange 
it  may  found,  in  that  faying  of  the  ancient  father,  **  I 
Vvould  ilot  tell  a  wilful  lie,  to  fave  the  fouls  of  the  whole 
World/' 

^.  The  fecond  thing  which  is  implied  in  the  charafler  of 
««  Ifraelite  indeed^  hjincerity.  As  veracity  is  oppofite  to 
lying,  fo  fincerity  is  to  cunning.  But  it  is  not  oppofite  to 
wifdom  or  difcretion,  which  are  well  confiflent  with  it. 
**  Bat  what  IS  the  difference  between  wifdom  and  cunning? 
Are  they  not  alm^oll,  if  not  quite  the  fame  thing?"  By  no 
ineans.  The  difference  betv/een  them  is  exceeding  great. 
Wifdom  is  the  faculty  of  difcerning  the  befl  ends,  and  the 
eafieft  means  of  attaining  them.  The  erld  of  everv  rati- 
onal creature  is  GOD;  tl^e  enjoying  him  in  time  and  in 
eternity.  The  belt,  indeed  the  only  means  of  attaining  this 
end,  is,  Thefaitk  that  worketh  by  love.  Tyuq prudence  m  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  word,  is  the  fame  thing  with  wifdom. 
Difcretion  is  but  another  name  for  prudence  :  if- it  be  not 
rather  a  part  of  it:  as  it  fometimes  is  referred  to  our  out- 
v/ard  behaviour,  and  means,  the  ordering  our  v^ords  and 
aftions  right.  On  the  contrary,  cunning  (fo  it  is  ufaally 
termed  among  common  men,  but  policy  among  the  great) 
is  in  plain  terms,  neither  better  nor  worfe  than  the  art  of 
deceiving.  If  therefore  it  be  any  wifdom  at  all,  it  is  the 
XDifdomfrom  beneath:  fpringing  from  the  bottomlefs  pit, 
and  leading  down  to  the  place  from  whence  it  came. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  two  great  means  which  cunning  ufes  in  or^er  lo 
deceive,  are  fimulation  and  dijfnaulation.  Simulation  is,  the 
feeming  to  be  what  wc  are  not :  diffimulation,  the  feeming 
not  to  be  what  we  are  :  according  to  the  old  verfe.  Quod 
non  ejl^  Jimulo ;  dijfimuloque  quod  ejl.  Both  the  one  and 
the  other  we  commonly  term,  The  hanging  out  of  falfe  co- 
lours. Innumerable  are  the  fhapes  that  fimulation  puts  on, 
in  order  to  deceive.  And  almoll  as  many  are  ufed  by  diffi- 
mulation for  the  fame  purpofe.  But  the  man  of  fmcerity 
fliuns  them,  and  always  appears  exaftly  what  he  is. 

6.  "  But  fuppofe  we  are  engaged  with  artful  men,  may 
we  not  ufe  filencc  or  refcrve,  efpecially  if  they  afk  infidi^ 
ous  queftions,  without  falling  under  the  imputation  of  cun- 
ning ?"  Undoubtedly  we  may ;  nay,  we  ought  on  many  oc- 
cafions,  either  wholly  to  keep  filence,  or  to  fpeak  with 
more  or  lefs  referve  as  circumflances  may  require.  To  fay 
nothing  at  all,  is  in  many  cafes  confiftent  with  the  highell 
fincerity.  And  fo  it  is,  to  fpeak  with  referve^  to  fay  onlv 
a  part,  perhaps  a  fraall  part  of  what  we  know.  But  were 
we  to  pretend  it  to  be  the  whole,  this  would  be  contrary  to 
fmcerity* 

7.  A  more  difficult  queftion  than  this  is.  May  we  not 
fpeak  the  truth  in  order  to  deceive?  Like  him  ofold^  w^ho 
broke  out  into  that  exclamation,  applauding  his  own  inge- 
nuity, "  Hoc  ego  mihi  puto  palmarium^  ut  vera  dicendo  eos 
umbos  jallamJ^  "  This  1  take  to  be  my  mafier-piece,  to 
deceive  them  both  by  fpeaking  the  truth."  I  anfwer,  A 
Heathen  might  pique  himfelf  upon  this  ;  but  a  Chrifiian 
could  not.  For  although  this  is  not  contrary  to  veracity, 
vet  it  certainly  is  to  fincerity.  It  is  therefore  the  moft  ex- 
cellent way,  if  we  judge  it  proper  to  fpeak  at  all,  to  put 
away  both  fimulation  and  difiimulation,  and  to  fpeak  the 
naked  truth  from  our  heart. 

8.  Perhaps  this  is  properly  itxmtA  Jtmpluity.  It  goes  a 
little  farther  than  fincerity  itfelf.  It  implies  not  only,  Firft, 
The  fpeaking  no  known  falfehood,  and  Secondly,  The  not 
defignedly  deceiving  any  one  ;  but  Thirdly,  The  fpeaking 
plainly  and  artlefsly  to  every  one,  when  we  fpeak  at  all  :. 

the 
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ttie  fpeaking  as  little  children,  in  a  child-like,  though  not 
in  a  childifli  manner.  Does  not  this  utterly  exclude  the  ufing 
any  compliments  ?  A  vile  word,  the  very  found  of  which  I 
abhor  :   quite  agreeing  with  our  poet, 

**  It  never  was  good  daVj 
Since  lowly  fawning  was  called  compliment.'* 

I  advife  men  of  fincerity  and  fimplicity  never  to  take  that 
filly  word  in  their  mouth  ;  but  labour  to  keep  at  the  utmoft 
diftance,  both  from  the  name  and  the  thing. 

9.  Not  long  before  that  remarkable  time, 

"  When'  ftatefmen  lent  a  prelate  crofs  the  fea« 
By  long-fam'd  a£ls  and  penalties," 

feveral  bifliops  attacked  bifhop  Atterbury  at  once,  then 
bifliop  of  Rochejler,  and  afked,  *'  My  Lord,  why  will  you 
not  fuffer  your  fervants  to  deny  you,  when  you  do  not  care 
to  fee  company  ?  It  is  not  a  lie  for  them  to  fay.  Your  lord- 
fhip  is  not  at  home.  For  it  deceives  no  one.  Eyery  one 
knows  it  means  only.  Your  lordfhip  is  bufy."  He  replied^ 
*'  My  lords,  if  it  is  (which  I  doubt)  confiftent  with  finceri- 
ty, yet  I  am  fure  it  is  not  confiflent  with  that  fincerity  which 
becomes  a  chriflian  bifhop." 

10.  But  to  return.  The  fincerity  and  fimplicity  of  him 
in  whom  is  no  guile,  has  likewife  an  influence  on  his  whole 
behaviour  ;  it  gives  a  colour  to  his  whole  outward  conver- 
fdtion  :  which  though  it  be  far  renlote  from  every  thing  of 
clownifhnefs  and  ill-breeding,  or  roughnefs  and  furlinefs^ 
yet  is  plain  and  artlefs,  and  free  from  all  difguife,  being  the 
very  pifture  of  his  heart.  The  truth  and  love  which  con- 
tinually reign  there,  produce  an  open  front,  and  a  ferene 
countenance  :  fuch  as  leave  no  pretence  for  any  one  to  fay, 
with  that  arrogant  king  of  CaJliU,  *'  When  GOD  made  man^ 
he  lett  one  capital  defeft  :  he  ought  to  have  fet  a  window 
in  his  breall :"  for  he  opens  a  window  in  his  own  breaft,  by 
the  whole  tenor  ol  his  words  and  aftions. 

11.  This  then  is  real,  genuine,  folid  virtue.  Not  truth 
alone,   nor  conformity  to  truth:,  this  is  2i  property  of  real 
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virtue  ;  not  the  ejftnce  of  it.  Not  love  alone  :  tliougli  tins 
comes  nearer  the  mark  ;  for  love  in  one  fenfe  is  the  Jvtljilling 
of  the  law.  No:  truth  and  love  united  together  are  the 
effence  of  virtue  or  holinefs.  GOD  indifpenfably  requires 
truth  in  the  inward  par  ts^  influencing  all  our  words  and  ani- 
ons. Yet  truth  itfelf»  fcparate  from  love,  is  nothing  in 
his  fight.  But  let  the  humble,  gentle,  patient  love  of  all 
mankind,  be  fixt  on  its  right  foundation,  namely,  the  love 
of  GOD  fpringing  from  faith,  from  a  full  conviftion  that 
GOD  hath  given  his  only  Son  to  die  for  my  fins  :  and  theti 
the  whole  will  refolve  into  that  grand  conclufion,  worthy  of 
all  men  t^  he  received :  Neither  circumcifion  avatleth  any  things 
nor  uncircumcijion,   but  faith  that  worketh  by  love. 


An   extract 
tftheV^^v^,  Mr.  JOHN  WESL  EY's  Journal^ 

From  Auguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,  1739. 

^Continued  from  page  391.] 

THE  fcripture  which  came  in  turn  at  Nevgate  to-daV^ 
was  the  viith  of  St.  John,  The  words  which  I  chief- 
ly infifted  on  as  applicable  to  every  mihifter  ot  Chrift,  who 
in  any  wife  follows  the  fleps  of  his  mafter,  were  thefe.  The 
world  cannot  hate  you  ;  but  me  it  hateth^  becanfe  I  tejlify  of 
it^  that  its  deeds  are  evil.  There  was  a  murmuring  therefore 
concerning  him  among  the  multitude  ;  for  fome  faid^  he  is  a 
good  man  :  Others  f aid  7iay,  but  he  deceiveth  the  people.  Af- 
ter fermon  I  was  informed  the  flieriffs  had  ordered,  *'  I 
fhould  preach  here  for  the  futur'e,  but  once  a  tveek''  Yea, 
and  this  is  once  too  often,  if  he  deceiveth  the  people :  But  it 
otherwife,  why  not  once  a  day  ? 

Saturday  19.   At  JVe aver' s- Hall,   a  woman  firfl,   and  then 
a  boy  ^'about  fourteen  vears  of  age?)  was  overwhelmed  with 
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fia  and  forrow  and  fear.      But  we  cried  to  GOD,  and  their 
fouls  were  delivered. 

Sunday  20.  Seeing  many  of  the  rich  at  Clifton  church,  my 
heart  was  much  pained  for  them,  and  I  was  earneftly  de- 
firous  that  fome  even  of  them  might  enter  into  the  kingdom 
oj  hdavm.  But  full  as  I  was,  I  knew  not  where  to  begin, 
in  warning  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  till  my 
Teliament  opened  on  thefe  words,  /  came  not  to  call  the 
righteous^  but  Jinners  to  repentance ;  In  appl)'ing  which, 
my  fjul  was  fo  enlarged,  that  methought  I  could  have  cried 
out,  (in  another  fenfe  than  poor,  vain  Archimedes)  *'  Give^ 
me  where  to  fland,  and  I  will  fl^iake  the  earth.'*  GOD^s 
fending  forth  lightning  with  the  rain,  did  not  hinder  about 
fifteen  hundred,  from  ftaying  at  Roje-Green.  Our  fcripture 
was,  //  is  the  glorious  GOD  that  inaktth  the  thunder.  The. 
voice  oj  the  Lord  is  mighty  in  operation^  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
is  a  glorious  voice*  In  the  evening;  he  fpoke  to  three  whofe 
fouls  were  all  ftorm  ar4d  tempeft,  and  immediately  ther^ 
\v^as   a  great  calm. 

During  this  whole  time,  I  was  almoft  continually  afl^ed^, 
either  by  thofe  who  purpofply  came  to  Brijlol^  to  enquire 
concerning  this  llrarige  work,  or  by  my  old  or  new  corre- 
fpondents,  Bow  can  thefe  things  be  ?  And  innumerable  cau- 
tions were  given  me  (generally  grouj;ided  on  grofs  mifrepre- 
fenlations  of  things)  "  Not  to  regard  vifions  or  dreams;  or 
to  fancy  people  had  remifhon  of  fins,  becaufe  of  their  cries 
or  tears,  or  bare  outward  profeflions."  To  one  who  had 
many  times  wrote  to  me  on  this  head^  the  fum  of  my  an- 
fwer  was  as  follows  : 

**  The  queftion  between  us  turns  chiefly,  if  not  wholly 
on  matter  of  fa6l.  You  deny,  That  GOD  does  now  work 
thefe  effefts  :  At  leaft,  that  he  works  them  in  this  manner. 
J  affirm  both  ;  becaufe  I  have  heard  thefe  things  with  mv 
own  ears,  and  feen  them  with  my  eyes.  I  have  feen  (as 
far  as  a  thing  of  this  kind  can  be  feen)  very  many  perfons 
changed  in  a  moment,  from  the  fpirit  of  fear,  horror,  def- 
pair,  to  the  fpirit  of  love,  joy  and  peace;  and  from  fmful 
4efire  till  then  reigning  over  them,  to  a  pure  defire  of  doing 
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the  will  of  GOD.  Thcfe  are  matters  of  fafl,  whereof  I  have 
been,  and  almofl;  daily  am,  an  eye  or  ear  witnefs.  What 
1  have  to  fay,  touching  vifions  or  dreams  is  this  :  I  know 
feveral  perfons  in  whom  this  great  change  was  wrought,  in 
a  dream  or  during  a  llrong  reprefentation  to  the  eye  of  their 
mmd,  of  Chrift  either  on  the  crofs  or  in  glory.  This  is  the 
fatl  ;  let  any  judge  of  it  as  they  pleafe.  And  that  fuch  a 
change  was  then  wrought,  appears  (not  from  their  {hedding 
tears  only,  or  falling  into  fits,  or  crying  out  :  Thefe  are  not 
the  fruits,  as  you  feem  to  fuppofe,  whereby  I  judge)  but 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  their  life,  till  then  many  ways  wick- 
ed;  from  that  time,   holy,  juft  and  good. 

I  will  ftiew  you  him  that  was  a  lion  till  t\en,  and  is  now 
a  lamb  :  Him  that  was  a  drunkard,  and  is  now  exemplarily 
fober  :  The  whoremonger  that  was,  who  now  abhors  the  ve.^ 
ry  garment  fpotted  by  the  flelh.  Thefe  are  my  living  argur 
mcnts  for  what  I  affert,  viz.  That  GOD  does  now,  as  ajore^ 
time,  give  rtmijjion  of  Jins  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghofi,  even 
io  us  and  to  &ur  children  :  Yea  and  that,  always  fuddenly,  as 
far  as  I  have  known,  and  often  in  dreams  or  in  the  vifions  of 
GOD.  If  it  be  not  fo,  I  am  found  a  falfe  witnefs  before 
GOD.      For  thefe  things  I  do,  and  by  his  grace  will  teflify.'^ 

Perhaps  it  might  be,  becaufe  of  the  hardnefs  of  our  hearts, 
unready  to  receive  any  thing,  unlefs  we  fee  it  with  our  eyes 
and  hear  it  with  our  ears,  that  GOD  in  tender  condefcenfi- 
on  to  our  u^eaknefs,  fufFered  fo  many  outward  figns  at  the 
very  time  when  he  wrought  this  inward  change,  to  be  con- 
tinually feen  and  heard  among  us.  But  akhough  they  faw 
fgns  and  wonders  (for  fo  1  muil  term  them)  yet  many  would 
not  believe.  They  could  not  indeed  deny  the  fafls ;  but 
they  could  explain  them  away.  Some  faid,  *'  Thefe  were 
purely  natural  effefls ;  The  people  fainted  away,  only  bcr 
caufe  of  the  heat  and  clofenefs  of  the  rooms."  And  others 
were  fure,  *'  It  was  all  a  cheat  :  They  might  help  it  if  they 
Vv^ould.  Elfe  why  were  thefe  things  only  in  their  private  fo-. 
cieties  ?  Why  were  they  not  done  in  the  face  of  the  fun  ?" 
To-day  Mond.  2j.  our  Lord  anfwered  for  himfelf.  For 
while  I  was  inforcin^  thefe  w^ords,  M^flill  and  know  that  I 
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am  GOD.  He  began  to  make  bare  his  arm,  not  in  a  clofe 
room,  neither  in  private,  but  in  the  open  air,  and  before 
two  thoufand  witneffes.  One  and  another  and  another  was 
ftruck  to  the  earth  ;  exceedingly  trembling  at  the  prefencc 
of  his  power.  Others  cried,  with  a  bitter  cry.  What  mujl 
"We  do  to  be  faved?  And  in  lefs  than  an  hour,  feven  perfons, 
wholly  unknown  to  me  till  that  time,  were  rejoicing  and 
finging,  and  with  all  their  might  giving  thanks  to  the  GOD 
of  their  falvation. 

In  the  evening,  I  was  interrupted  at  Nicholas -jlrtet^  al- 
moft  as  foon  as  I  had  begun  to  fpeak,  by  the  cries  of  one 
who  was  pricked  at  the  hearty  and  llrongly  groaned  for  par- 
don and  peace.  Yet  I  went  on  to  declare  what  GOD  had 
already  done,  in  proof  of  that  important  truth,  that  he  is 
not  willing  dLwy  JJiould  ptrijh^  hut  that  all  Jhould  come  to  re^ 
pentance.  Another  perfon  dropped  down,  clofe  to  one  who 
was  a  ftrong  afiferter  of  the  contrary  doftrine.  While  he 
flood  aftonifhed  at  the  fight,  a  little  boy  near  him  was 
feized  in  the  fame  manner.  A  young  man  who  Hood  be- 
hind, fiKcd  his  eyes  on  him,  and  funk  down  himfelf  as  one 
dead  :  but  foon  began  to  roar  out  and  beat  himfelf  againft 
the  ground,  fo  that  fix  men  could  fcarcely  hold  him.  His 
name  was  Thoinas  Maxjidd.  Except  J — // — ??,  I  never 
knew  one  fo  torn  of  the  evil  one.  Mean  while  many  others 
began  to  cry  out  to  the  Saviour  of  all ^  that  he  would  come 
and  help  them,  infomuch  that  all  the  houfe,  (and  indeed  all 
the  ftreet  for  fome  fpace)  was  in  an  uproar.  But  we  con- 
tinued in  prayer ;  and  before  ten,  the  greater  part  found  reft 
to  their  fouls. 

I  was  called  from  fiipper  to  one  who  feeling  in  herfelf 
fuch  a  conviftion  as  fhe  never  had  known  before,  had  run 
out  of  the  fociety  in  all  hafte,  that  Jlie  might  riot  expofe  her- 
Jelf.  But  the  hand  of  GOD  followed  her  ftill,  fo  that  af- 
ter going  a  few  Heps,  fhe  was  forced  to  be  carried  home, 
and  when  (he  was  there  gr^w  worfe  and  worfe.  She  was 
in  a  violent  agony  when  we  came.  We  called  upon  GOD, 
and  her  foul  found  reft. 

About 
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About  twelve,  I  was  greatly  importuned  to  go  and  vifit, 
one  perfon  more.  She  had  only  one  ftruggle  alter  I  c^me» 
and  was  then  filled  with  peace  and  joy.  I  think  29  in  all, 
had  their  heavinefs  turned  into  joy  this  day. 

Tuejday  22.   I   preached    to   about   a  thoufand    at  Bath. 
There  were  feveral  fine,   gay  things  among  them,   to  whon\. 
efpecially  I  called,    Amah  thou  tkatjleepejl,  and  arife  from. 
the  dead,  and  Chrijl  jhall  give  thee  light ! 

Saturday  26.  One  came  to  us  in  deep  defpair ;  but  af- 
ter aa  hour  fpent  ia  prayer,  went  away  in  peace.  The 
next  day,  having  obferyed  in.  m^ny  a  zeal  which  did  riot  fuit 
with  the  fweetnefs  and  gcntlenefs  of  love,  I  preached  at 
Roft-green  on  thofe  words  (to  the  largefl;  congregation  I 
ever  had  there,  I  believe  upwards  of  ten  thoufand  fouls)  Ye 
know  not  what  manner  of  Jpirit  ye  are  of.  For  the  Son  of 
man  is  not  come  to  deflroy  mens  lives,  but  to  fave  them.  At 
the  fociety  in  the  evening,  1 1  were  deeply  convinced  of 
fin,   and  foon  after  co^nforted. 

Monday  28.  \  began  preaching  at  Weaver  s-hall,  at  ele- 
ven in  the  forenoon;  u^here  two  perfon  were  enabled  to, 
cry  out  in  faith,  ^y  Lord  and  my  GOD!  As  were  feven,^ 
during  the  fermon  in  the  afternoon,  before  feveral  thoufand 
witneflTes;  and  ten  in  the  evening  at  Baldwin  fired ;  of 
whom  two  were  children. 

Tuefday  £9.    I  was  unknov.^ingly  engaged  in  converfation, 
with  a  famous  infidel,   a  confirmer  of  the  unfaithful  in  thefcf 
parts.      He  appeared   a  little  furprized  and  faid,    He  would 
pray  to  GOD  to  fie  w  hiin  the  true  way  oj  worf zipping  him. 

On  Afcenfion-day  in  the  morning,  fome  of  us  went  to. 
King  s~Wefon-hill,  four  or  five  miles  from  BrifoL  Two 
gentlemen  going  by,  fent  up  to  us  in  fport,  many  perfons 
from  the  neighbouring  villages:  to  whom  therefore  I  took 
occafiop  to  explain  thefe  words.  Thou  art  afcended  vp  on 
high,  thou  haji  led  captivity  captive-,  and  received  gifts  for 
m:ny  yea,  even  for  the  rebellious^  that  the  Lord  GOD  viight 
dwell  arno72g  them. 

Sunday,  June  3.   In  the   morning  to  about  fix  thoufand 
perfons,  in  concluding  the  xiiith  chapter  of  the  firft  epiflle 
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to  the  Corinthians,  I  defcribed  a  truly  charitable  man.  At 
Hannam  I  enforced  thefe  words,  That  every  mouth  may  be 
Jiopped,  and  all  the  world  become  guilty  before  GOD.  And 
again  in  the  afternoon  at  Rofe-green,  to,  I  beheve,  eight  or 
nine  thoufand.  In  the  evening  not  being  permitted  to  meet 
in  BaldwiU'flreet^  we  met  in  the  (hell  of  our  new  fociety- 
room.  The  fcripture  which  came  in  courfe  to  be  explain- 
ed,  was,  Marvel  not,  if  the  world  hate  you.  We  fung 
Arm  of  the  Lord,   awake,   awake, 

Thine  own  immortal  ftrength  pul  on  : 

And  GOD^  even  our  own  GOD  gave  us  his  blejfing. 

Monday  4,  Many  came  to  me  and  earneftly  advifed  me, 
"  not  to  preach  abroad  in  the  afternoon,  becaufe  there  was 
*'  a  combination  of  feveral  perfons,  w^ho  threatened  terrible 
**  things."  This  report  being  fpread  abroad  brought  many 
thither,  oi  the  better  fort  of  people  (fo  called)  and  added,  I 
believe,  more  than  a  thoufand  to  the  ordinary  congregation* 
The  fcripture  to  which,  not  my  choice,  but  the  providence 
of  GOD  direSed  me  was.  Fear  not  thou,  for  I  am  with  thee; 
be  not  difmayed,  for  I  am  thy  GOD.  I  zoill  frengihen  thee^ 
yea  I  will  kelp  thee,  yea  I  will  uphold  thee  zvith  the  right 
hand  of  my  righteoufnefs.  The  power  of  GOD  came  with 
his  word:  fo  that  none  fcoffed,  or  interrupted,  or  opened 
his  mouth. 

Tuefday  5.  There  was  great  expeflation  at  Bath,  of  what 
a  noted  man  was  to  do  to  me  there:  and  I  was  much  in- 
treated  "  not  to  preach ;  becaufe  no  one  knew  what  might 
happen."  By  this  report  I  alfo  gained  a  much  larger  au- 
dience, among  whom  were  many  of  the  rich  and  great. 
I  told  them  plainly,  the  fcripture  had  conclud^.d  them  all  un- 
der Jin,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  one  with  another. 
Many  of  them  feemed  to  be  not  a  little  furprifed,  and  were 
Cnking  a  pace  into  ferioufnefs,  when  their  champion  ap- 
peared, and  coming  clofe  to  me,  aflced  "  by  what  authority 
I  did  thefe  things  ?"  I  replied,  by  the  authority  of  Jefus" 
Ghrift,  conveyed  to  me  by  the  (now)  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury^ when  he  laid  his  hands  upon  me  and  fatd,  *'  Take 
Jbou   authority  to   preach  the  gofpcL"      Ke  faid,  "  this    h 

contrary 
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contrary  to  aft  of  parliament.  This  is  a  conventicle.'*  1 
anfvvered,  "  Sir,  the  conventicles  mentioned  in  that  aft  (as 
the  preamble  fliews)  SLie  Jidilious  meetings.  But  this  is  not 
fuch.  Here  is  no  fhadow  ot  fedition.  Therefore  it  is  not 
contrary  to  that  aft."  He  replied,  "  I  fay  it  is.  And  be^ 
fide,  your  preaching  frightens  people  out  of  their  wits.*' 
5zV,  did  you  ever  hear  77ie  preach?  No.  How  then  can  you 
judge  of  what  you  never  heard?  Sir,  by  common  report. 
Common  report  is  enough.  Give  me  leave^  Sir,  to  ajk^  is 
not  your  name  Nafli  ?  My  name  is  Najli.  Sir,  I  dare  not 
judge  of  you  by  common  report.  I  think  it  not  enough  to 
judge  by.  Here  he  paufed  a  while,  and  having  recovered 
himfcUj  afked,  "  I  defire  to  know,  what  this  people  comes 
here  for  ?"  On  which  one  replied,  "  Sirj  leave  him  to  me* 
Let  an  old  woman  anfwer  him.*'  "  You,  Mr.  Nafh,  take 
care  of  your  body.  We  take  care  of  our  fouls,  and  for 
the  food  ot  our  fouls  we  come  here.'*  He  replied  not  a 
word,  but  walked  away. 

As  I  returned,  the  ftreet  was  full  of  peoplCj  hurrying  to 
and  fro,  and  fpeaking  great  words.  But  when  any  of  them 
alked,  "  which  is  he  ?"  and  1  replied,  "  I  am  he,"  they 
were  immediately  filcnt.  Several  ladies  following  me  into 
Mr.  Marchant'^  houfe,  the  fervant  told  me,  "  There  were 
fome  wanted  to  fpeak  with  me."  I  went  to  them,  and 
faid,  *'  I  believe,  ladies,  the  maid  miftook:  you  only  want- 
ed to  look  at  me."  I  added,  "  I  do  not  expeft  that  the 
rich  and  great  fhould  want  either  to  fpeak  with  me,  or  hear 
me,  for  I  fpeak  the  plain  truth;  a  thing  you  hear  little  of, 
and  do  not  defire  to  hear."  A  few  more  words  pall  between 
us,  and  I  retired. 

Thurfday  7.  I  preached  at  Priefl-Bown,  on  What  rnvfl  we 
do  to  befavcd?  In,  the  midft  of  the  prayer  after  fermon, 
two  men,  (hired,  as  we  afterwards  underftood,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,)  began  fmging  a  ballad.  After  a  few  mild  words  (for 
I  faw  none  that  were  angry)  ufed  without  effeft,  we  all  be- 
gan finging  a  pfalm  which  put  them  utterly  to  filence.  We 
then  pouied  out  our  fouls  in  prayer  for  them,  and  they  ap- 
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peared  altogether  confounded.  O  may  this  be  a  day  much 
to  be  remembered  by  them,  for  the  loving  kindnefs  of  the 
Lord  ! 

Monday  11.  I  received  a  preffing  letter  from  London  (as 
I  had  feveral  others  before)  to  come  thither  as  foon  as  pofli:- 
ble  :  "  Our  brethren  at  Fetter-lane  being  in  great  confufion 
for  want  of  my  prefencc  and  advice."  I  therefore  preach- 
ed in  the  afternoon  on  thefe  words,  /  take  you  to  record 
this  day^  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  oj  all  men  ;  for  I 
have  not  Jhunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counjel  of  GOD. 
After  fermon,  I  commended  them  to  the  grace  of  GOD, 
in  whom  they  had  believed.  Surely  GOD  hath  yet  a  work 
to  do  in  this  place.  I  have  not  found  fuch  love,  no  not  in 
England ;  nor  fo  childlike,  artlefs,  teachable  a  temper,  as 
he  hath  given  to  this  people. 

Yet  during  this  whole  time  I  had  many  thoughts  con- 
cerning the  unufual  manner  of  my  minillring  among  them. 
But  after  frequently  laying  it  before  the  Lord,  and  calmly 
weighing  whatever  objeflions  I  heard  againft  it,  I  could  not 
but  adhere  to  what  I  had  fome  time  fince  wrote  to  a  friend, 
who  had  freely  fpoken  his  fentiments  concerning  it.  Aa 
extraft  of  that  letter  I  here  fubjoin  ;  that  the  matter  may  be 
placed  in  a  clear  light. 

Dear  Sir^ 

THE  beft  return  I  can  make  for  the  kind  freedom  you 
ufe,  is  to  ufe  the  fame  to  you.  O  may  the  GOD 
whom  we  ferve  fanftify  it  to  us  both,  and  teach  us  the  whole 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  ! 

You  fay,  *'  you  cannot  reconcile  fome  parts  of  my  beha- 
viour with  the  charafter  I  have  long  fupported."  No,  nor 
ever  will.  Therefore  I  have  difclaimed  that  character  on 
every  poflible  occafion.  I  told  all  in  our  (hip,  all  at  Sa* 
va^nnah,  all  at  Frederica^  and  that  over  and  over,  in  exprefs 
terms,  *'  I  am  not  a  ChriRian  :  I  only  follow  after  if  hap- 
ly I  may  attain  it."  When  they  urged  my  works  and 
felf-denial,  I  anfwered  fhort,  Though  I  give  all  my  goods  to 
Jeed  the  poor^  and  my  body  to  be  burned^  I  am  nothing.  For  I 

Vol.  IL  3  K  have 
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have  not  charity.  I  do  not  love  GOD  with  alt  my  hearts 
If  they  added,  '*  Nay,  but  you  could  not  preach  as  you  doj 
if  you  was  not  a  Chriftian  :"  1  again  confronted  them  with 
St.  Pauly  Though  1  fpeak  with  the  tongue  of  men  and  an-^ 
gds^  and  have  not  charity,  I  am  nothing.  Molt  earnellly 
therefore,  both  in  public  and  private,  did  I  inculcate  this^ 
*'  Be  not  ye  fliaken  however  I  may  fall  ;  for  the  founda- 
tion ftandeth  fuie." 

If  you  afk,  "  On  what  principle  then  I  a£led  ?''  It 
was  this,  "  A  defire  to  be  a  Chriftian,  and  a  convifti- 
''  on  that  whatever  I  judge  conducive  thereto,  that  I  am 
•*  bound  to  do  ;  where-ever  I  judge  I  can  beft  anfwer  this 
•'  end,  thither  it  is  my  duly  to  go/'  On  this  principle  I 
fet  out  for  Ainerica ;  on  this,  I  vifiled  the  Moravian  church; 
and  on  the  fame,  am  I  ready  now  (GOD  being  my  helper) 
to  go  to  Abyjjinia  or  China,  or  whitherfoever  it  Ihall  pleafe 
GOD  by  this  conviflion  to  call  me. 

As  to  your  advice,  *^  That  I  fhould  fettle  in  college,"  I 
have  no  bufinefs  there,  having  now  no  oflice  and  no  pupils. 
And  whether  the  other  branch  of  your  propofal  be  expedi« 
ent  for  me,  viz.  *'  To  accept  of  a  cure  of  fouls,"  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  confider,  w^hen  one  is  offered  to  me. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  you  think  "  I  ought  to  fit  ftill  ; 
**  becaufe  otherwife  I  fhould  invade  another's  office,  if  I  in-^ 
*'  terfered  w^th  other  people's  bufinefs  and  intermeddled  with 
*'  fouls  that  did  net  belong  to  me."  You  accordingly  afk, 
*'  How  is  it  that  I  affemble  Chriftians  who  are  none  of  my 
"  charge,  to  fing  pfaims  and  pray  and  hear  the  fcripture$ 
**  expounded  :  And  think  it  hard  to  juftify  doing  this  in 
*'  other  men's  parifhes,    upon  catholic  principles?" 

Permit  me  to  fpeak  plainly.  If  by  catholic  principles. 
You  mean  any  other  {\\di\-\  fcriptural,  they  w^eigh  nothing 
with  me:  I  allow  no  other  rule,  whether  of  faith  or  prac- 
tice than  the  holy  fcriptures.  But  on  fcriptural  principles^ 
I  do  not  think  it  hard  to  juflify  v/hatever  I  do.  GOD  in 
fcripture  commands  me,  according  to  my  power,  to  inflruQ 
the  ignorant,  reform  the  wicked,  confirm  the  virtuous, 
Man  forbids  me  to  Ao  this,   in  another's  parifh ;  that  is,   in 

effea, 
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efFea,  to  do  it  at  all  ;  feeing  I  have  no  parifh  of  my  own, 
nor  probably  ever  ihall.  Whom  then  fhall  I  hear  ?  GOD 
or  man  ?  If  it  be  jiijl  to  obey  vian  rather  than  GOD,'judgs 
you.  A  difpenfation  of  the  go/pel  is  committed  to  vie,  and  wo 
IS  me  if  I  preach  not  the  gofpd.  But  where  fnall  I  preach  it 
upon  the  principles  you  mention  ?  Why,  not  in  Europe^ 
Afia,  Africa,  or  America. :-  Not  in  any  of  the  Chriftian  parts, 
at  lecril,  of  the  habitable  earth.  For  ail  thefe  are,  atter  a 
fort  divided  into  parifhes.  If  it  be  faid,  *'  Go  back  then  to 
the  Heathens  from  whence  you  came."  Nay,  but  neither 
could  I  now,  (on  your  principles)  preach  to  them.  For  all 
the  Heathens  in  Georgia  belong  to  the  parifli  either  of  Sa- 
vannah  or  Frederic  a. 

[Continued  at  page  487-.} 
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[Continued J^^ram  page  400.^ 

C4  /'^NE  confiderable  part  of  humility  is,  to  know 
V>^  our  own  place.  Every  member  has  its  peculiar 
appointment  in  the  human  body,  where  the  wife  Mafler- 
builder  has  placed  it.  And  it  is  well,  while  each  continues 
its  place.  But  as  every  diflocated  bone  gives  paia,  and  muft 
continue  fo  to  do,  till  it  is  replaced  in  its  proper  fockel  : 
fo  every  diflocated  afFeftion  muft  glv«  pain  to  the  foul,  till 
it  is  reRored  to  its  own  place  ;  till  it  is  totally  fixt  in  GOD, 
till  we  refign  our  whole  felves  to  the  difpofal  of  infinite  wif- 
dom.  This  is  the  proper  place  of  every  rational  creature  : 
and  in  this  place  he  invariably  flood.  Whatever  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  will  of  GOD,  he  refolutely  performed, 
though  it  were  to  pluck  out  a  right  eye,  to  lay  his  Ifaac  on 
the  altar.  When  it  appeared  that  GOD  called  him  to  any 
journey,  he  immediately  prepared  for  it  without  the  leall 

hefitation  : 


444 


THE     LIFE    AND    DEATH    OF 


hcfitation  :  although  for  the  laft  years  of  his  HFc,  he  hard- 
ly ever  travelled  to  any  confiderable  diftance,  without  feel- 
ing fome  tendency  to  a  relapfe  into  his  former  diftcmper. 
And  it  was  ufually  fome  weeks  after  his  return,  before  he 
recovered  his  ufual  ftrength. 

"  Hu?nility  continually  produces  meeknefs,  ind  the  latter 
bears  an  exaft  proportion  to  the  former.  I  received  a  let- 
ter on  this  head  but  a  few  davs  fince,  w^hich  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  fubjoin. 

"  Rev.  Sir, 

"  I  was  yefterday  in  company  with  feveral  clergy^ien, 
who  among  other  things  mentioned  Mr.  Fletcher^  and  feem- 
cd  particularly  anxious,  that  in  the  account  of  his  life,  a 
proper  degree  of  caution  fhould  be  obferved  in  the  panegy- 
ric that  may  be  applied  to  his  charafter.  They  fay  he  was 
extremely  pafiionate  ;  and  that  there  was  in  many  inllances 
an  auftere  feverity  and  rigour  in  his  conduft  to  the  young 
people  under  his  care,  particularly  at  Trevecka,  As  this  in- 
formation comes  from  a  gentleman,  eminent  for  his  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  and  univerfally  efteemcd  as  one  of  the 
greateft  geniufes  of  the  age,  and  one  whofe  veracity  has  ne- 
ver been  queflioned,  it  w^ill  have  no  fmall  weight  in  the 
learned  w^orld." 

7.  I  am  glad  this  information  came  to  my  hands  in  time, 
as  it  may  now  receive  fo  fufficient  an  anfwer,  as  will  pro- 
bably fatisfy  every  candid  and  impartial  reader. 

Two  things  are  here  afferted  concerning  Mr.  Fletcher;  the 
firft,  That  he  was  extremely  paflionate  ;  the  fecond,  That 
there  was  an  auflere  feverity  and  rigour  in  his  conduQ  to- 
ward the  young  perfons  under  his  care,  particularly  at  Tre- 
vecka.  The  former  aiTertion  is  unqueflionably  true  :  fuch 
he  was  by  tiature.  The  latter  I  quellion  much,  with  regard 
to  his  condufcl  at  Tern  as  well  as  at  Trevecka.  None  can  be 
a  more  competent  witnefs  of  his  conduft  at  Tern^  than  Mr« 
Vavghan,  who  lived  fo  long  in  the  fame  fjoufe  ;  and  whofc 
teflimony  concerning  him  has  been  fo  largely  given  in  the 
preceding  pages.     But  waving  this  :  can  it  pofTibly  be  fuppo- 

fed 
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fed,  that  either  Mr.  Hill,  or  his  fons  then  verging  toward 
manhood,  would  have  borne  the  aultere  rigour  and  fevcri- 
ty  of  a  young  man,  that  received  his  bread  from  them  ?  Yea, 
and  that  year  after  year  ?  Surely  the  fuppofition  ftiocks  all 
crediDiiity. 

8.  E'lually  incredible  is  the  affertion  of  his  "  auftere  fe- 
yerity  and  rigour"  toward  the  young  men  at  Treoecka.  This 
is  inconfiftent  with  the  whole  account  given  by  Mr.  Benfon^ 
an  eye  and  ear  witnefs  of  all  his  conduft.  Had  it  been  true 
in  any  degree,  would  it  have*been  poffible  that  he  fliould 
have  been  fo  efteemed  and  beloved  by  thofe  very  young  men? 
I  cannot  form  the  leaft  conjeflure,  whence  fuch  an  afferti- 
on could  arife,  unlefs  it  was  invented  by  fome  young  man, 
after  Mr.  Fletcher  was  difmifled,  in  order  to  ingratiate  him- 
felf  with  his  patronefs. 

g.  The  farther  account  which  -Mr.  Benfon  gives  of  hira 
from  perfonal  knowledge  is  this.  "  Mr.  Fletcher,''  fays  he, 
♦•  was  naturally  a  man  of  flrong  paffions,  and  prone  to  an- 
ger in  particular:  infomuch  that  he  has  fiequently  thrown 
himfelf  on  the  floor,  and  laid  there  moft  of  the  night  bath- 
ed in  tears,  imploring  viftory  over  his  own  fpirit.  And  he 
did  not  ftnve  in  vain :  he  did  obtain  the  viftory  in  a  very 
eminent  degree.  For  twenty  years  and  upwards  before  his 
death,  no  one  ever  faw  him  out  of  temper,  or  heard  him 
vuter  a  rafli  expreffion,  on  any  provocation  whatever.  I 
have  often  thought  the  teftimony  that  bifhop  Burnet  (in 
the  hiftory  of  his  own  times)  bears  of  archbifhop  Leighton, 
might  be  borne  of  him  with  equal  propriety.  "  After 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  archbifhop  for  many  years, 
and  after  being  with  him  by  night  and  by  day,  at  home 
and  abroad,  in  public  and  in  private,  on  fundry  occafions, 
end  in  various  affairs:  I  muft  fay,  I  never  heard  an  idle 
word  drop  from  his  lips,  nor  any  converfation  which  was 
not  to  the  ufe  of  edifying.  I  never  faw  him  in  any  tem- 
per, in  which  I  myfelf  would  not  have  wifhed  to  be  found 
at  death.'*  Any  that  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
Mr.  Fletcher,  will  fay  the  fame  of  him.  But  they  that 
knew  him  bcft  will  fay  it  w^ith  the  moll  affurance. 

10.  His 
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lo.  His  difcngagements  from  the  world  and /^t;^  of  uu 
poor^  Mrs,  Fktchtr  joins  together,  *'  Never,"  fays  fhc, 
'*  did  I  behold  any  o;xe  more  dead  to  the  things  oF  the 
world.  His  treafure  was  above:  and  fo  was  his  heart  alfoo 
He  always  remembered  that  admonition  of  the  apollle,  No 
vian  that  warreth  eMangkth  himfeJJ  with  the  things  of  this 
life.  It  was  his  conftant  endeavour  to  preferve  a  mind  free 
and  difencumbered :  and  he  was  exceeding  wary  of  under- 
taking any  buGnefs,  that  might  dillraCi:  and  hurry  it.  Yet 
in  his  worldly  concerns,  knowipg  himfeif  to  be  a  fteward 
for  QOD,  he  would  not  through  carelefsnefs  wafte  one 
penny.  He  likewife  judged  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to 
demand  what  he  knew  to  be  his  right.  And  yet  he  could 
well  reconcile  this  with  that  word,  He  that  will  have  thy 
coat,  let  him  have  thy  cloake  alfo.  Indeed  whether  he  had, 
lefs  or  more,  it  was  the  fame  thiiig  upon  his  own  account: 
as  he  had  no  other  ufe  for  it,  but  to  fpread  the  gofpel^ 
^nd  to  affifl  the  poor.  And  he  frequently  faid,  he  never: 
was  happier,  than  v;hen  he  had  given  away  the  laft  penny 
he  had  in  his  houfe.  If  at  any  time  I  had  gold  in  my 
drawers,  *it  feemed  to  afford  him  no  comfort*  But  if  ha 
could  find  a  handful  of  fmall  filver^  when  he  w^as  going 
out  to  fee  the  fick,  he  would  exprefs  as  much  pleafure  over 
it,  as  a  mifer  would  in  difcovering  a  bag  of  hid  treafure- 
He  was  never  better  pleafed  with  my  employment,  thaa 
when  he  had  fet  me  to  prepare  food  or  phyfic  for  the  poor* 
He  was  hardly  able  to  relifb  his  dinner,  if  fome  fick  neigh- 
bour had  not  part  of  it ;  and  fometimes,  if  any  one  of  them 
was  in  want,  I  could  not  keep  the  linen  in  his  drawers* 
On  Sundays  he  provided  for  numbers  of  people,  who  came 
.from  a  diftance  to  hear  the  word:  and  his  houfe,  as  well  as 
his  heart,  was  devoted  to  their  convenience:  to  relieve  them 
that  were  afFiifted  in  body  or  mind,  was  the  delight  of  his 
heart.  Once  a  poor  man  who  feared  GOD,  being  brought 
into  great  difficulties,  he  took  down  all  the  pewter  from^ 
the  kitchen  ihelves,  faying,  "this  will  ht]^ you:  and  I  can 
do  without  it:  a  wooden  trencher  will  ferve  me']u&  as  well," 
In  epidemic   and   contagious   dillemperS;  when  the  neigh- 

boursi 
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Ijours  were  afraid  to  nurfe  the  Tick,  he  has  gone  from  houfe 
to  houfe,  feeking  fome  that  were  willing  to  undertake  it. 
And  when  none  could  be  found,  he  has  offered  his  fervice, 
to  lit  up  with  them  himfelf.  But  this  was  at  his  firft  fet- 
ting  out  here.  At  prefent  there  appears  in  many  (and  has 
done  fo  for  many  years)  a  moft  ready  mind  to  vifit  and  re- 
lieve the  diftreffed. 

11.  "  He  thoroughly  complied  with   that  advice, 

"  Give  to  all  fomething:   to  a  good  poor  manj 
Till  thou  change  hands,  and  be  where  he  began.'* 

I  have  heard  him  fay,  that  when  he  lived  alone  in  his 
houfe,  the  tears  have  come  into  his  eyes,  when  one  has 
brought  him  five  or  fix  infignificant  letters  at  three  or  four- 
pence  apiece:  and  perhaps  he  had  only  a  fingle  {hilling  in 
the  houfe,  to  diflribute  among  the  poor  to  whom  he  was 
going.  He  frequently  faid  to  me,  "  O  Polly ^  can  we  not 
do  without  beer  ?  Let  us  drink  water,  and  eat  lefs  meat* 
Let  our  necelfities  give  way  to  the  extremities  of  the  poor.'' 

12.  But  with  all  his  generofity  and  charity  he  was  Itrifl:- 
\y  careful  to  follow  the  advice  of  the  apofile.  Owe  no  man 
any  thing.  He  contrafted  no  debt.  While  he  gave  all 
he  had,  he  made  it  a  rule  to  pay  ready  money  for  every 
thing,  believing  this  was  the  beft  way  to  keep  the  mind 
Unencumbered  and  free  from  care.  Meanwhile  his  fubilance, 
his  time,  his  ftrength,  his  hfe,  were  devoted  to  the  fervice 
of  the  poor.     And  laft  of  all  he   gave  me  to  them.      For 

^  w^hen  we  were  married,  he  afked  me  folemnly,  *'  whether 
i  was  willing  to  marry  his  parifh  ?"  And  the  firfl  time  he 
led  me  among  his  people  in  this  place,  he  faid,  "  I  have 
not  married  this  wife  only  for  myfelf,  but  for  you,  I  afked 
her  of  the  Lord,   {ox  your  comfort,   as  well  as  my  own.'* 

13.  All  his  life,  as  well  as  during  his  illnefs,  particular* 
ly  at  Nezuington  and  Brijlington  (as  has  been  largely  related; 
he  was  grateful  in  a  very  high  degree  to  thofe  who  confer- 
red  the  leall  benefit  upon  him:  yea,  or  even  endeavoured 
fo  to  Ao,  One  of  thefe  was  Mr.  Richard^  Edwards  of  LoU' 
ion^  to   wh<?fe  care  he    was  committed  as  a  leader,  when 

he 
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he  was  firfl:  admitted  into  the  London  fociety.  A  livel/ 
fenfe  of  the  kindnefs  which  Mr.  Edwards  then  fliewed  him, 
he  retained  to  the  end  of  his  life.  This  he  teftified  by  re* 
peated  letters :  one  or  two  of  which  it  may  be  well  to 
tranfcribe. 

Tern,  Oft,  19,  1756. 
"  Deareft  brother. 
This  is  to  let  you  know,  that  (praife  be  to  the  Lord)  I 
am  very  well  in  body,  and  pretty  well  in  foul — But  I  have 
very  few  chriftian  iriends  here.  And  GOD  has  been  plea- 
fed  to  take  away  the  chief  of  thofe  few  by  a  rcoft  com- 
fortable death.  And  lately  I  heard  that  my  aged  father  is 
gone  the  way  of  all  flefh.  But  the  glorious  circumflances 
of  his  death  make  me  ample  amends  for  the  forrow  which 
I  felt.  For  fome  years  I  have  wrote  to  him  with  as  much 
freedom  as  I  could  have  done  to  a  fon,  though  not  with 
fo  much  efFeft  as  I  wilhed.  But  laft  fpring  GOD  vifit- 
ed  him  with  a  fevere  illnefs,  which  brought  him  to  a  fenfe 
of  himfelf.  And  after  a  deep  repejatance,  he  died  about  a 
month  ago  in  the  full  affurance  of  faith.  This  has  put  fe- 
veral  of  my  friends  on  thinking  ferioufly,  which  affords 
me  great  caufe  of  ihankfulnefs.     I  am, 

your  unworthy  brother 

and  fervant  in  the  Lord, 

JOHN  FLETCHER.'^ 

14.  Two  years  after,  he  wrote  to  him  as  follows: 
"  I  thank  )ou  for  your  encouraging  obfervatiohs.  I 
want  them,  and  ufe  them  by  the  grace  of  GOI).  When  I 
received  yours,  1  had  not  had  one  opportunity  of  preaching; 
fo  incenfed  were  all  the  clergy  againft  me.  One  however 
let  me  have  the  ufe  of  his  church,  the  abbey  church  at  Shrewf- 
bury.  I  preached  in  the  forenoon  with  fon^e  degree  of  the 
demonftration  of  the  Spirit.  The  congregation  was  very 
numerous :  and  1  believe  one  half  at  leaft  defired  to  hear 
me  again.  But  the  minifter  would  not  let  me  have  the 
pulpit   any  more.     The    next    Sunday    the  minifter   ot  a 
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y!i'<!ighbouring  parifli  lying  a  dying,  I  was  fent  for  to  offi« 
ciate  for  him.  He  died  a  few  days  after,  and  the  chief  man 
in  the  parifh  offered  to  make  intereft,  that  I  might  fucceed 
him.  But  I  could  not  confent.  The  next  Sunday  I  preach- 
ed at  Shreujhury  again,  but  in  another  church.  The  next 
dav  1  fet  out  for  EHJlol^  and  was  much  refredied  among  the 
brethren.  As  I  returned^  I  called  at  New-Kingswood,  about 
fixteen  miles  from  BriJloL  (The  minifter  offering  me  his 
church)  I  preached  to  a  nurrlerous  congregation,  gathered 
on  half  an  hour's  notice.  I  think  the  feed  then  fown  will 
not  be  loft."      ■  ■ 

15.  "  Another  uiicommort  talent  which  GOD  had  given 
him,  fays  Mrs.  F,  was  a  peculiar  fenfibility  of  fpirit.  He 
had  a  temper  the  moft  feeling  of  any  I  ever  knew.  Hardly  a 
night  paffed  over,  but  fome  part  of  it  was  fpent  in  groans 
for  the  fouls  and  bodies  committed  to  his  care,  I  dreaded 
his  hearing  either  of  the  fins  or  fufferings  of  any  of  his  peo- 
ple before  the  time  of  his  going  to  bed,  knowing  how  ftrong 
the  imprefTions  would  be  on  his  mind,  chafing  the  fleep 
from  his  eyes. 

*'  And  yet  I  have  heard  him  fpeak  of  a  time,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  ago,  when  he  was  greatly  tempted  to  think, 
that  he  was  not  fenfible  enough  of  the  aflFliftions  ofhisfel-  .^ 
low-creatures.  He  obferved  Chrift  bore  our  infirmities,  v 
and  carried  our  forrows :  but  added  he,  *'  I  have  not  that 
Chrift-like  temper:  I  do  not  bear  the  forrows  of  others-;'* 
After  being  for  fome  time  buffeted  with  this  temptation,  he 
prayed  that  a  meafure  of  this  fpirit  might  be  given  him. 
Not  long  after,  as  he  was  vifiting  a  poor,  fick  family,  fo 
Hvely  a  fenfe  of  their  afRiftion,  on  a  fudden,  fell  upon  his 
mind,  that  he  could  fcarce  get  home.  As  foon  as  he  fat 
down  in  his  houfe,  his  foul  was  penetrated  with  fuch  a  fenfe 
of  the  woes  of  mankind,  as  utterly  depreffcd  and  overcame 
him,  and  drank  up  his  fpirits,  infomuch  that  he  could  not 
help  hiinfelf,  or  move  from  one  chair  to  another.  And  he 
^.v3s  no  more  able  to  walk  than  a  new-born  child.  At  the 
fame  time  he  Teemed  to  lofe  the  ufe  of  his  memory,  and 
ot   all   his  faculties.      He  thought,  what  is  this  ?     Is  it  a 
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difeafe  ?  Is  it  a  ftroke  of  the  palfy  ?  Rather  is  it  not  an  ah-^ 
fwer  to  my  own  ill-judged,  though  well  intended  prayer  ? 
Did  I  not  afli  a  burden  iinfuitable  to  a  finite,  and  capable 
dt  being  borne  only  by  an  infinite  being  ?  He  remained 
fome  hours  in  this  fituation.  Then  it  came  into  his  mind. 
If  this  is  a  purely  natural  event,  the  will  of  the  Lord  be 
done!  But  if  it  be  the  anfwer  to  an  improper  prayer,  GOD 
Mall  anfwer  again  by  removing  it.  He  cried  to  the  Lordj 
and  v/as  immediately  reflored  to  Ilrength  both  of  body  and 
mind. 

**  When  we  were  at  Leeds,  in  the  year  1784,  I  had  ano- 
ther proof  of  the  tender  fenfibility  of  his  heart.  O  hovr 
deeply  was  he  afTefted,  concerning  the  welfare  of  his  bre- 
thren! When  any  little  difpates  arofe  between  them,  his 
inmoft  foul  groaned  under  the  burden.  And  by  two  or 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was  fure  to  hear  him  breath- 
ing out  prayer  for  the  peace  and  profperity  of  Sion.  When 
I  obferved  to  him,  I  vvas  afraid  it  would  hurt  his  health,  and 
willied  him  to  fleep  more,  he  would  anfwer,  *'  O  Pdlya 
the  caufe  of  GOD  lies  near  my  heart!" 

**  Toward  7ne^  his  tendernefs  was  exerted  in  its  utmoft 
extent.  My  foul,  my  body,  my  health,  my  cafe  and  com- 
fort, were  his  daily  ftudy.  We  had  ho  thought  either  palt 
or  prefent,  which  we  purpofely  concealed  from  each  other. 
My  fpiritual  advancement  was  his  conflant  endeavour:  and 
to  this  he  was  continually  ftirring  me  up,  inviting  me  to 
walk  more  clofely  with  GOD:  urging  that  thought,  *'  O 
my  dear,  let  us  pray  for  dying  grace;  for  we  fhall  not  be 
long  here."  His  temporal  affairs  he  cotnmitted  folely  to 
me,  though  he  was  always  ready  to  affill  me  in  the  fmall- 
eft  matters. 

''  One  article  more  remains  to  be  fpoken.ofj  naitiely,  his 
communion  with  GOD.  >  Although  he  enjoyed  this,  more  or 
lefs  at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  yet  I  have  frequently 
heard  him  obferve,  that  the  feafons  of  his  clofeft  commu-* 
nion  were  always  in  his  own  houfe  or  in  the  church:  ufu- 
ally  in  the  latter.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  we  have 
no  account  of  it  from  his  own  pen.      It  was  his  conftant 
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f  ndeavour  to  maintain  an  uninterrupted  fenfe  of  the  prefence 
pf  GOD.  In  order  to  this,  he  was  flow  of  fpeech,  and  had 
thegreateft  government  of  his  words.  Indeed  he  both  aft- 
ed,  and  fpoke,  and  thought,  as  under  the  eye  of  GOD> 
And  thus  fetting  GOD  always  before  him,  he  remained  un- 
moved in  all  occurrences,  at  all  times  and  on  every  occa- 
sion poll'effing  inward  recollefliion.  Nor  did  I  ever  fee  him 
diverted  therefrom,  on  any  occafion  whatever,  either  going 
out  or  coming  in,  whether  by  ourfelves  or  in  company. 
Sometimes  he  took  his  journies  alone  :  but  above  a  thou- 
fand  miles  I  have  travelled  with  him  :  during  which,  neither 
change  of  company,  place,  nor  the  variety  ot  circumftances 
^v'hich  naturally  occur  in  travelling,  ever  feemcd  to  m.ake 
the  lead  difference  in  his  firm  attention  to  the  prefence  of 
GOD.  To  preferve  this  uniform  habit  of  foul,  he  w^as  fo 
watchful  and  recoflefted,  that  to  fuch  as  were  unexperienced 
in  thefe  things,  it  might  appear  like  ipfenfibility  :  although 
no  one  could  converfe  in  a  more  lively  and  fenfible  m.anner, 
even  on  natural  things,  when  he  faw  it  was  to  the  glory  of 
GOD.  He  was  always  flriving  to  raife  his  own  and  every 
Giber  fpirit  to  a  clofe  and  immediate  intercourfe  with  GOD. 
And  I  can  fay  with  truth,  all  his  union  with  me  was  fo  in- 
termingled with  prayer  and  praife,  that  every  employment, 
and  every  meal  were  perfumed  therewith." 

16.  I  had  concluded  what  I  purpofed  to  fay  concerning 
the  chsLTaQer  of  Mr.  Fletcher^  when  I  received  a  long  letter 
from  Mr.  Benfon;  an  extrafl:  of  which  I  cannot  withhold 
from  the  reader.  For  although  mofl  of  the  particulars  here- 
of are  contained  in  the  preceding  pages,  yet  as  they  are  here 
placed  in  quite  another  order,  and  have  alfo  feveral  new  cir- 
cumftances  intermixed,  I  could  not  doubt  of  their  being  both 
agreeable  and  profitable  to  every  perfon  of  piety. 

*'  As  to  drawing  the  charafter  of  that  great  and  good 
man,"  fays  Mr.  Benfon,  "  it  is  what  I  will  not  attempt :  but 
if  I  can  fuggeft  any  thing  that  will  ajjiji  you  therein,  1  (hall 
think  my  little  labour  well  bellowed.  With  this  view  I  have 
bjeen  looking  over  many  of  his  letters,  and  obferve  in  them 
all,  what  I  hav?  a  thoufand  times  obferyed  in  his  converfa- 
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tion   and  behaviour,    the  plained  marks  of  every  chrilliaa 
grace  and  virtue. 

"  Perhaps  if  he  followed  his  Mafter  more  clofely  in  one 
thing  than  another,   it  was  in  humility.      It  is  one  branch  of 
poverty  of  fpirit  (another  word  for  humility)  to  think  mean- 
ly of  ourfelves.      And  he  certainly  thought  meanly  of  him- 
felf,  both  as  a  chriflian,  2l%  preacher^  and  as  a  writer.      I  need 
DOt  fay,  how  he  (hone  in  all  thofe  charafters  ;   but  he  knew 
not  that  he  fhone  in  any  of  them.      How  low  an  opinion  he 
had  of  himfelf  as  a  chriftian,  manifeftly  appears  from  his 
placing  himfelf  at  the  feet  of  all,  and  fliewing  a  continual 
defire  to  learn  from  every  company  he  was  in.      He  paid  all 
due  deference  to  the  judgment  of  others,    readily  acknow- 
ledged whatever  was  good  in  them,  and  feemed  to  think  him- 
felf the   only  perfon   in  whom   there  dwelt   no  excellency 
worth  notice,      Hence  it  was  that  he  often  wrote  and  fpoke, 
as  if  he  had  not  received  that  grace,  which  he  undoubtedly 
had  received.      And  indeed  he  overlooked  what  he  had  at- 
tained,  through  the  eager  defire  he  had  of  higher  and  greater 
things.      Many  of  his   letters  fhew,    how  very  meanly  he 
thought  of  his  own  attainments  as  a  chriftian,  through  the 
continually  increafing  views  which  he  had  of  the  divine  pu- 
rity,  and  of  the  high  degree  of  conformity  thereto,  which 
is  attainable  even  in  this  w^orld. 

"  And  however  little  he  was  in  liis  own  eyes  as  a  cJirifl^ 
ian^  he  was  equally  fo  as  a  zvriter  and  a  preacher.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  mean  opinion  he  had  of  his  own  abilities, 
he  gladly  offered  what  he  wrote  to  be  correfted  by  any 
friend,  however  inferior  to  himfelf.  Thus  in  a  letter,  dated 
Nov.  23,  ijjt,  he  fays,  *'  I  have  fent  a  letter  of  fifty  pages 
upon  Antinomianifm.  I  beg,  upon  my  bended  knees,  you 
•would  revife  and  correci  it.  I  have  followed  my  light,  fmall 
as  it  is.  Put  yours  to  mine."  What  a  mean  opinion  he 
had  of  his  own  writings^  appears  from  a  letter  w^ritten, 
March  20,  1774,  "  I  do  not  repent  of  my  having  engaged 
in  this  controverfy  :  for,  though  my  little  publication  can- 
not reclaim  thofe,  who  are  confirmed  in  believing  the  lie 
«f  the  day^  yet  they  may  here  and  vheie  flop  one  from  fwaL 
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lowing  It  at  at  all,  or  at  leaft  from  fwallowing  it  fo  deeply.'* 
Two  years  alter,  he  fays,  "  I  have  almoU  run  my  race  of 
fcribbling;  and  I  have  preached  as  much  as  I  could,  though 
to  little  purpofe:  but  I  muft  not  complain.  If  one  perfoa 
has  received  good  by  my  ten  years  labour,  it  is  an  honour  fox 
which  I  cannot  be  too  thankful,  if  my  mind  were  as  low 
as  it  fliould  be.      Let  us  blefs  the  Lord  in  all  things." 

"  As  difficult  as  it  is  to  think  meanly  of  ourfclves,  it  is 
ftill  more  difficult  to  be  willing  that  others  fliould  tbmk 
meanly  of  us*  And  how  eminent  he  was  in  this,  appears 
from  hence,  that  he  was  conftantly  upon  his  guard,  left 
any  expreffion  ffiould  drop  either  from  his  lips  or  pen, 
^hich  tended  to  make  any  one  think  well  of  him,  either  on 
account  ©f  his  family,  or  learning,  or  parts,  or  ufeluhiefs. 
Yea,  he  took  as  much  pains  to  conceal  hii  excellencies,  as 
others  do  iojhew  them,  having  the  fame  defire  to  be  littl^ 
and  unknown,  which  many  have  to  be  known  and  eiteemed, 

[Continued  at  page  495.] 
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{Ccniinued  from  page  407.} 

LORD'S  day  28.  After  preaching  yefterday  at  Samuel 
Forward\^  I  returned  to  friend  jPr/?y^/(?«'s  and  preach- 
ed twice  to-day.  Then  rode  to  Mr.  Ddlams^  and  fpent 
the  evening  comfortably. 

Monday,  March  1.  Mr.  Dellam  and  myfelf  rode  to 
Bond\  where  I  fpoke  with  great  plainnefs  of  fpeech. 
There  appears  to  be  fome  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  people  in 
general  here ;  though  the  young  women  feem  to  be  deeply 
feiious  and  thoughtful.     I  then  went  to  Capt,  S—'s  ;  but 
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found  very  little  fatisfaftipo.  The  man  and  his  wife,  zr% 
I  fear,  too  fond  of  their  own  opjr^ions.  After  preaching  here, 
I  went  to  Eond's  again  and  fpent  fome  time  in  ferious  conver- 
fation  ;  afterwards  prayed  and  gave  an  exhortation ;  I  rode  to 
Murray's  and  preached;  then  returned  to  C — 's,  &  preached 
there  :  but  found  the  old  man  too  much  of  a  Quaker  in 
principle.  He  objefls  againft  prayer  in  his  family  ;  and  great- 
ly difcourages  his  daughter,  who  ftrives  to  live  in  the  fear 
oi  GOD.  Frid.  March  5.  Went  to  John  Ozvens^  where 
we  had  a  melting  time  ;  and  the  people  fef  med  to  be  much 
affefted  both  in  the  43y  and  in  the  evening.  Satan  has  af- 
i^iulted  me  very  much  of  late  :  but  hitherto  the  Lord  hath 
helped  and  delivered  mc.  I  came  next  to  Baltimore^  and  had 
many  to  hear  the  word. 

Saturday  6.  Went  to  the  Point,  but  the  people  feemed 
very  hard  in  their  minds.  In  the  evening,  at  Baltimore^  we 
had  a  moving,  melting  fcafon.  I  humbly  believe,  the  la- 
bour was  not  in  vain. 

Monday  8.  Rofe  this  morning  \yith  a  determination  ta 
fight  or  die  ;  and  fpent  an  hour  in  earneft  prayer.  Lord, 
keep  me  ever  watchful.  I  was  alfo  much  comforted  by  a 
letter,  which  I  lately  received  from  Richard  Owen.  Part 
of  which  was  as  fo!lov/s,  *'  I  know  not  what  it  will  come  to. 
*'  Almoll:  every  perfon  feems  to  be  under  a  religious  con- 
"  cern.  There  are  about  22  perfons  ^Ir^ady  joined  io  focic- 
"  ty  at  Seneca.  At  George-town,  four  have  been  lately  en^ 
**  abled  to  rejoice  in  GOD  ;  and  one  at  ^ocky-creek*  Blef- 
"  fed   be  GQD,  who  hath  rjot  forgotten  to  be  gracious.'* 

Tuefday  9.  This  was  a  day  of  f\veet  peace  to  my  foul.^ 
Went  to  dine  with  O.pe  Mr.  L — »  and  found  him   and  his 
wife  both  ferious.     Preached  in  the  evening,  with  power. 

Wedaefday  10.  I  went  to  N»  P — *s.  It  was  a  rainy 
morning  ;  but  a  time  of  power  to  thofe  who,  wer^  prefent. 
In  going  thence  to  Mr,  GatcA's,  it  was  with  great  difficulty 
we  crolfed  the  water.  The  next  morning,  fet  off  for  Gun^ 
powdtr-neck  /  but  found  the  Great  falls  very  high  ;  howe- 
ver,  I    got   in  about    one    o'clock,   and    found  it  a     good 

time,   while  preaching  the  word  of  GOD. 

Friday 


THE  JOURNAL  Of    BISHOP   ASBURY.  455 

Friday  i£.  Preached  a  funeral  fermon  at  John  Wilfons^ 
from  Ifaiah  Ivii.  1,  2. — The  righteous  perijheth^  and  no  man 
layeth  it  to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  away,  none  con- 
Jidering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  evil  te  come. 
He  JJiall  refi  in  peace  :  they  fiall  ref  in  their  beds,  each  one 
walking  in  his  upright nefs.  This  Was  a  folcmn  time  indeed. 
What  mehing  and  weeping  appeared  among  the  people  ! 
There  was  fcarce  a  dry  eye  to  be  feen.  O  that  it  may  not 
be  as  feed  fown  by  the  way-fide  !  After  preaching,  rode  to 
Mr.  Dellam's;  and  iret  with  brother  King  and  brother  fVeb" 
fer,  and  found  myfelf  abundantly  comJorted  in  their  com- 
pany. 

Lord's  day  I4.  Preached  at  Bohemia.  There  were  but  fevr 
people  ;  though  it  was  a  melting  time.  Rode  then  to  5. 
Herfey%,  but  was  much  fhut  up  in  preaching. 

Monday  15.  Found  my  mind,  this  morning,  free  to  do 
the  will  of  GOD  ;  and  was  more  than  ever  ftrengthened  in 
prayer.  But  fet  out  for  Worton,  to-day,  with  my  mind  de* 
preft  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  I  hardly  ever  felt  it  before.  In  my 
journey,  my  heart  funk  within  me  ;  and  knew  not  why. 
At  a  certain  Mr.  Dixon  %,  at  the  Crofs-roads,  many  people, 
who  appeared  to  be  ftrangers  to  the  truth,  W'cre  waiting  to 
hear  the  word.  I  flood  at  the  door,  and  declared — The  time 
is  fulfilled,  the  kingdom  of  GOD  is  at  hand,  1  fpoke  with 
great  feeling,  and  exerted  myfelt  much,  but  could  not  get 
my  fpirit  free.  They  perfuaded  me  to  flay  all  night ;  but 
it  was  as  if  I  had  been  bound  in  chains. 

Tuefday  16.  Went  to  Randall's,  and  found  myfelf  deli- 
vered from  my  fliackles  ;  but  ftill  my  fpirit  is  not  altogether 
at  home  ;  it  longs  for  GOD,  and  my  heart  has  been  kept 
in  a  great  meafure  pure.  I  do  humblv  and  confidently  hope, 
to  live  more  to  GOD  than  ever.  Lord,  keep  me  every' 
Snoment. 

Wednefday  17.  Went  down  to  the  lower  church,  but 
with  fome  backwardnefs  of  mind.  However,  there  were 
iTiany  people,  who  were  ftill  and  attentive ;  and  I  felt  a 
melting  fenfe  of  GOD  in  my  own  fouK 

Friday 
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Friday  18.  Spoke,  with  power,  to  man}"  people  at  Ntzo* 
cafile.  Went  thence  to  Wilmington^  and  fpoke  to  a  few 
people  with  great  feeling. 

Lord's  day  20.  But  few  attended,  at  Ifaac  Herfey\^  becaufe 
of  the  rain  ;  but  I  felt  my felf  greatly  affifted.  Went  thence, 
through  the  rain,  to  Newport^  where  many  people  attended 
in  the  evening.  They  appeared  to  have  very  little  fenfe 
of  religious  things. 

Monday  21.  Being  a  rainy  day,  we  fet  out  late  for 
Marlborough.  There  was,  notwithftanding,  a  large  con- 
gregation waiting.  Though  unwell,  I  gave  them  an  exhorta- 
tion at  night,  and  Ifaac  Rawlins  preached.  He  has  been 
of  fome  ufe  to  the  people  here. 

Tuefday  22.  My  mind  was  ferene  ;  and  I  felt  a  near- 
nefs  to  GOD — a  determination  to  live  to  hitn  alone. 

Went  to  Thomas  Ellis's,  and  felt  much  life  while  preach- 
ing to  a  large  company  there :  but  was  much  afflifted  with 
a  violent  pain  in  the  head. 

Wednefday  23.  Many  great  people  attended  the  preach- 
ing at  Woodard's  ;  and  we  had  a  comfortable  time.  Rode 
thence  to  Samuel  Hoopers':  many  Quakers  were  prefent, 
and  it  was  a  moving  feafon^ — I  then  went  about  twen- 
ty miles,  through  wet  weather  and  bad  roads,  to  Mr.  Tuf- 
Jiy^s.  The  night  was  very  dark,  the  road  was  through  the 
woods,  and  it  was  late  before  we  reached  the  place ;  but, 
by  the  help  of  a  good  guide,  1  got  there  fafe  at  laft. 

**  In  all  my  ways,  thy  hand  I  owil, 
Thy  ruling  Providence  I  fee ; 
O  help  me  ftill  my  courfe  to  run. 
And  flill  direft  my  paths  to  thee.'* 

Was  fomewhat  troubled  to  hear  of  Mr.  W — who  had  print- 
ed fomp  of  Mr.  Wejleys  books,  for  the  fake  of  gain4  This 
wiii  not  do.      It  does  by  no  means  look  well. 

Friday  25.   Many  young  people  attended,  among  others, 
at  Ckrifieen-hTiAgQ:,  while  I  preached  from  Ecck.  xi.  9.  Re- 
joice, 0  young  7nan,  in  thy  youth,  and  let  thy  heart  cheer  thee 
in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  zoalk  in  the  ways  of  thy  hearty 

and 
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andin  the  fight  ofthim  eyes :  but  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefc 
things  GOD  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.  Deep  ferioufnefs 
fat  on  the  faces  of  all;  and  the  mouths  of  many  gainfayeis 
were  in   a  great  meafure  (topped. 

Saturday  27.  Rode  to  Bohemia,  and  lodged  with  a  Pref- 
byterian  elder.  The  next  day  preached  in  the  fchool-houfe. 
But  thefe  people  who  profefs  religion,   could  fcarce  be  fe- 

rlous  during  the  time  of  preaching.   Mr.  B- ,  and    fome 

other  great  oppofers  of  our  doftrine,  were  prefent  at  Solo- 
mon Her  fey  %,  at  three  o'clock:  I  therefore  changed  my  pur- 
pofe,  and  preached  from  John  iii.  23.  And  this  is  his  com- 
viand  nient,  that  we  fiould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  f on  jfe- 
fas  Chrifl,  and  love  one  another ;  as  he  gaae  us  commandment. 
And  had  great  hope  that  it  was  well  received. 

Monday  29.  Rode  twenty  miles  to  Sufquehannah;  and 
jufl  got  in,  almofl  fpent,  time  enough  to  preach  at  3  o'clock. 
Hitherto  the  Lord  hath  helped.  Praifed,  for  ever,  be  his 
dear  and  bleffed  name. 

Tuefday,  30.  Our  quarterly  meeting  began.  After 
I  had  preached,  we  proceeded  to  bufinefs:  and  in  our  little 
conference,   the  following  queries  were  propounded,  viz. 

1.  Are  there  no  diforderly  perfons  in  our  clafTes  ?  It 
was  thought  not. 

2.  Does  not  dram-drinking  too  much  prevail  among  our 
people? 

3.  Do  none  contraft  debts  without  due  care  to  pay 
them  ?  We  found  that  this  evil  is  much  avoided  among 
our  people. 

4.  Are  the  band-meetings  kept  up  ? 

5.  Is  there  nothing  immoral  in  any  of  our  preachers  ? 

6.  What  preachers  travel  now,  and  where  are  they  fla- 
tioned  ?  It  was  then  urged  that  none  muft  break  our  rules, 
under  the  penalty  of  being  excluded  from  our  connexion. 
Ail  was  fettled  in  the  mod  amicable  manner.  Mr.  Straw- 
bridge  preached  a  good  and  ufetul  fermon,  from  Joel  ii.  17. 
Let  the  priefis,  the  minflcrs  of  the  Lord,  weep  between  the 
porch  and  the  altar,  &c.  Many  people  were  prefent  at  our 
love-feaft,   among  whom  v/ere  fome  firangers:   but  all  were 

Vol.  IL  3  M.  deeply 
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deeply  ferlous,  and  the  power  of  GOD  was  prefent  indeed. 
Brotb.er  Owen  preached  a  very  alarming  fermon,  and  bro- 
ther Suphtnfon  gave  a  moving  exhortation.  The  whole 
ended  in  great  peace.  And  we  all  went,  in  the  itrength  of 
the  Lord,   to  our  feveral  appointments. 

Saturday  3.  Preached  at  BaUimore,  where  we  had  a  com- 
fortable meeting.  Lord's  day  4.  Delivered  a  funeral  dif- 
courfe,  but  was  much  Ihut  up  in  my  mind.  Went  thence 
to  the  Foreji,  and  preached  at  7  o'clock,  with  much  com- 
fort. Several  rich  people  attended  preaching  the  laft  three 
days,  and  did  not  feem  difpleafed  with  the  plain  truths  of 
the  gofpel.  One  or  two  perfons  here  feem  to  be  groaning 
for  full  redemption.  My  heart  is  grieved  that  1  have  not 
been  entirely  devoted  to  GOD;  but  have  great  reafon  to 
be  thankful,  that  I  feel  more  and  more  defire  after  GOD. 

Thurfday  8.  I  left  Baltimore.  John  King  and  three  ex- 
horters  being  prefent,  we  held  a  watch-night  at  Prejlons-^ 
in  which  the  Lord  was  powerfully  with   us* 

Friday  9  Preached  at  Lttton%  with  power.  But  found 
it  a  heavy  crofs,   while  preaching  at  Mr.  Gihs%. 

Lord's  day  11.  Preached  at  Bohemia;  but  the  people 
there  feem  to  be  but  little  affefted.  Rode  thence  to  Solo- 
mon lierjey's,  where  many  people  attended  ;  and  I  was  en- 
abled to  fpeak  with  folemnity  from  Deut.  xxx.  19.  I  have 
Jd  before  you  life  and  deaths  &c.  Went  thence  to  NeW' 
Cafle,  but  found  them  out  of  order.  Then  rode  to  Red^ 
Clay  Creek',  where  I  preached  with  power. 

Tuefday  13.  Many  people  came  to  hear  the  word^  at 
Moiint-Pleafknt.' 

Wednefday  14.  Came  very  weary  to  Philadelphia ;  but 
the  fight  of  my  friends  greatly  revived  me;  and  all  feem 
to  be  in  peace. 

[To  be  continued  in  Vol.   IIL] 
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57?^   Fall  and  Lamentation  of  Or i GEN, 

N  the  reign  of  the  emperor  Dacius,  Origen  endured  great 
torments  for  the  fake  of  Chrifl  and  the  gofpel,  and  was 
frequently  threatened  even  with  death  itfelf. 

One  day,  hearing  that  fome  Chriftians  were  forcibly  car- 
ried to  an  idol-temple  io  facrifice,  he  ran  thither  to  dilfuade 
them  from  it.  When  his  adverfaries  faw  him,  they  let  go 
the  others,  and  laid  hold  on  him  ;  putting  him  to  his  choice, 
whether  he  would  offer  incenfe  to  the  idol,  or  have  his  bo- 
dy defiled  wifh  a  v/oman  ?  As  he  chofe  the  former,  they 
put  incenfe  into  his  hands;  whilft  he  demurred,  they  took 
his  hands  and  caufed  him  to  throw  it  into  the  fire,  and  then 
cried  out,  Origen  hath  facrificed !  Origen  hath  facrificed  ! 
When  this  was  known  to  the  church,  he  was  excommuni- 
cated ;  and  beino;  filled  wlih  fliame  and  forrow,  he  left  Alex- 
andria^ ^wA  came  to  jerujale7)i,  where  he  was  conflrained 
by  importunity  to  preach  to  them.  He  took  his  Bible,  open- 
ed it,  and  the  firlt  place  he  cafl  his  eyes  upon  was  this 
fcripture  :  Unto  the  rMicked  GOD  faith,  zvky  dofl  thou  preach 
my  law,  and  take  my  covenant  into  thy  mouth  ?  Pfalm  1.  16. 
^Vhcrx  he  had  read  thefe  words  he  fat  down  and  burft  out 
into  abundance  of  tears  ;  the  whole  congregation  weeping 
MMth  him  alfo  ;  fo  that  he  was  not  able  to  fay  any  more  un- 
to them.  After  this  he  wandered  up  and  down  in  great  grief 
and  torment  of  confcience,  and  wrote  the  following  lamenta- 
tion. 

'*  In  the  bitternefs  of  grief,  I  go  about  to  fpeak  unto  them, 
who  fhall  hereafter  read  this  confufed  writing.  But  how- 
can  1  fpeak,  when  my  tongue  is  tied  up,  and  my  lips  dare 
not  once  move  ?  My  throat  alfo  is  dried  up,  and  all  my 
fenfes  are  polluted  with  iniquity. 

'*  O  ye  faints  and  bleffed  of  GOD,  with  waterifh  eyes 
and  wet  cheeks,  foaked  in  forrow  and  pain,  I  befeech  you 
♦o  fall  down  before  the  feat  of  almighty  GOD,  for  me  a 

mife- 
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miferable  finner,   who  by  reafon  of  my  fins,  dare  not  crave 
aught  at  the  hands  of  GOD  !    Wo  is  me,   my  mother,   that 
ever  thou  broughteft  me  forth  \  A  righteous  man,  to  be  con- 
verfant    in   unrighleoufnefs  !    An    heir  of  the    kingdom    of 
GOD,   to  be  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  fatan.      A  mi- 
nifter,  to  be  found  wallowing  in  impiety  !   A  man  beautified 
with  honour  and  dignity,    to  be  in  the  end   blemifhed   with 
fhame  and  ignominy  !  A  lofty  turret,  yet  fuddenly  thrown  to 
the  ground  !    A  burning  light,   yet  forthwith  darkened  !    A 
fruitful    tree,   yet   quickly   withered  !    A  running  fountain, 
yet   by    and    by    dried  up  !    Wo    is  me,   that    ever    I    was 
decked  with   gifts  and    graces;   and  now   pitifully  deprived 
ot  all  !   But  who  will  minifter  moifture  to  my  head  ?    And 
who  will  give  ffreams   of  tears    unto  my   eyes,  that    I  may 
bewail    myfelf  in    this  my  forrowful  phght  !   Alas  !   O  mj 
miniflry,  how  fhall  I  lament  thee  ?  O  all  ye  my  friends,  ten- 
der my    cafe,   and   pity  my  perfon,   that  am    fo  da;jgeronfly 
wounded  !    Pity  me,   O  ye  my  friends,   for  that  I  have  now 
trodden  under  foot  the  feal  and  cognifance  of  my  proieihon, 
and  joined  in  league    with    the    devil  !    Pity  me,   O  ye  my 
friends,   for    that  I    am  rejefted   and  c^ft  away  from  before 
the  face  of  GOD  Almighty.    There  is  no  forrov-/  compara- 
ble to  my   forrow.      There  is  no  affliflion  that  exceeds  my 
aflfliclion.      No    bitternefs   that   paifeth    my    bitternefs  !    No 
lamentation  more  lamentable    than   mine  :    neither   is   there 
any  (in    greater  than  mine  ;    and    there  is  no  falve  for  me. 
Vv^'here  is    that  good  Shepherd  of  fouls  ?   Where    is  he  that 
went  down    from    Jernfalern  to   Je.richo^   which  falved  and 
cured  him  that  was  wounded  by  thieves  ?   Seek  me  out,    O 
Lord,    that  am  fallen  from  the  higher  J'triifalem  ;   who  have 
broken  the  vow  which  I  made  in  baptifm.      Alas    that  ever 
I  w^as  a  doftor  ;   and  now  occupy  not   the  room  of  a  difci- 
ple.      Thou  knoweil,    O  Lord,    that  I  fell  again fl  my  will  ; 
whereas  1  went   about  to  enlighten  others,   1  darkened  my- 
felf.     When  I  endeavoured  to  bring  others  from   death    to 
life,   I  brought  myfelf  from  life  to  death.      When  I  minded 
to  prefent  others  before    GOD,    I   prefenteri  myfelf  before 
the  devil.      When  I  defired  to  be  found  a  friend  and  favour- 
er 
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cr  of  godlinefs,  I  was  found  a  foe,  and  a  furthcrer  of  ini- 
quity. When  1  fet  rayfelF  againft  the  afi'emblies  of  the 
wicked,  and  reproved  their  doings,  there  found  I  fhame, 
and  the  moft  pelhlent  wound  of  the  devil.  Some  promifcd 
me  that  they  would  be  baptized  ;  but  after  1  pafied  from 
them,  the  devil  transformed  himfelf  into  an  angel  of  light, 
and  faid  unto  me,  When  thou  art  up  in  the  morning,  go 
and  bring  them  unto  GOD,  But  the  devil  going  before 
me  prepared  the  way,  and  I  fkipping  out  of  my  bed  at  the 
dawn  of  day,  could  not  finifh  my  wonted  devotion,  neither 
accomplilh  my  ufual  prayers  ;  defiring  that  all  men  might 
be  faved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  I  gat 
me  to  thofe  wicked  men,  and  required  them  to  perform  the 
promife  made  the  night  before.  But  I  knew  not  their  fub- 
tilty,  till  we  came  to  the  place  of  baptifm.  O  blinded  heart, 
how  didft  thou  not  remember!  O  foolifti  mind,  how  didft 
thou  not  bethink  thyfelf.  But  it  was  the  devil  that  lulled  thee 
afleep,  and  in  the  end,  flew  thy  wretched  foul.  O  fatan, 
what  haft  thou  done  unto  mc  !  How  haft  thou  wounded  me! 
I  bewailed  fomctimes  the  fall  of  Sampjon ;  but  now  have 
fallen  worfe  myfelf.  Sampjon  had  his  hair  cut  off;  but  the 
crown  of  glory  is  fallen  from  my  head.  Sampjon  loft  the 
eyes  of  his  body;  but  my  fpi ritual  eyes  are  put  out.  It  was 
the  wilinefs  of  a  woman  that  brought  confufion  upon  him  ; 
but  it  was  my  tongue  that  brought  me  into  this  fmful  con- 
diiion. 

''  Alas  !  ray  church  liveth  ;  yet  I  am  a  widower.  My 
fons  are  alive  ;  yet  I  am  barren.  Every  creature  rejoiceth  ; 
and  I  alone  am  defolate  and  forrowful.  Bewail  me,  O 
ye  bleffed  people  of  GOD,  who  am  banifbed  from  GOD. 
Bewail  me,  who  am  fliut  out  of  the  wedding-chamber  of 
Chrift.  Bewail  me  who  am  abhorred  of  the  angels,  and 
fevered  from  the  faints.  Who  knowcth  whether  the  Lord 
will  have  mercy  on  me,  and  pity  my  fall  ?  Whether  he  will 
be  moved  with  my  defolation?  Whether  he  will  have  refpe6t 
to  my  humiliation,  and  incline  his  tender  compaflion  to- 
wards me  ?  I  will  proftrate  myfelf  before  the  thiefhold  and 
porch  of  his  church,  that  I  may  entreat  all  people,  both  fmall 

and 
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and  great,  faying  unto  them,  trample  and  tread  me  under 
foot,  who  am  the  unfavoury  fait ;  tread  upon  me,  who  have 
no  tafie  nor  favour  of  GOD  ;  tread  upon  me,  who  am  fit 
for  nothing. 

**  Now  let  the  elders  mourn,   for  that  the  flafF  whereon 
they  leaned  i$  fallen. 

*'  Now  let  the  young  men  mourn,  for  that  their  fchool- 
maller  is  fallen. 

"  Now  let  the  virgins  mourn,  for  that  the  advancer  of  vir- 
ginity is  defiled. 

"  Now  let  the  minifters  mourn,  for  that  their  patron  and 
defender  is  ftiamefully  fallen. 

*'  Wo  is  me,  that  I  fell  fo  foully  !  Wo  is  me  that  I  fell 
moft  dangeroufly,  and  cannot  rife  again!  AiTift  me,  O  Ho- 
ly Spirit,  and  give  me  grace  to  repent :  let  the  fountain  of 
tears  be  opened,  and  gulh  out  into  flreams,  to  fee,  ifperad- 
venture  I  may  have  grace  thoroughly  to  repent,  and  to  wipe, 
oi  of  the  book  ot  my  confcience,  the  accufations  printed 
therein  againfl  me.  But  thou,  O  Lord,  think  not  upon  my 
polluted  lips,  neither  weigh  thou  the  tongue  that  hath  utter-- 
ed  lewd  things  ;  but  ?iccept  of  my  repentance  and  have  mer-; 
ry  upon  me,  and  raife  me  up  out  of  the  mire  of  corruption ; 
for  the  puddle  thereof  hath  even  choaked  me.  Wo  is  me 
that  was  fom^times  a  pearl  glittering  in  the  golden  garland 
pf  glory  ;  but  now  am  thrown  into  the  dufl,  and  trodden  in 
the  mire  of  contempt.  Wp  is  me,  that  the  fait  of  GOD 
now  lieth  on  the  dunghill. 

*'  Now  I  will  addrefs  myfelf  unto  GOD.  Why  haft 
^hou  lifted  me  up,  and  call  me  down  ?  I  had  not  committed 
this  impiety,  unlefs  thou  hadft  withdrawn  thine  hand  from 
me.  But  why,  O  Lord,  haft  thou  {hut  my  mouth  by  the 
holy  prophet  David?  Have  I  been  the  firft  that  finned,  or 
am  I  the  firft  that  fell  ?  Why  haft  thou  forfaken  me,  being 
defolate,  and  banifhed  me  from  amongft  thy  faints,  and  afto- 
nifhed  me,  when  I  fhould  preach  thy  law  ?  David  himfelf, 
who  hath  (hut  up  my  mouth,  finned  too  bad  in  thy  fight  ; 
yet  upon  repentance,  thou  rcceivedft  him  to  mercy.     Pder^ 

that 
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that  was  a  pillar,    after  his   fall,  wipes  it  away  with   briny 
tears,   not  continuing  long  in  the  puddle  of  infidelity. 

*'  Now,  I  humbly  befecch  thee,  O  Lord,  call  me  back, 
for  that  I  have  trodden  a  moft  perilous  and  deftruftive  way ; 
grant  me  that  good  guide  and  inftru61:or,  the  Holy  Ghort. 
that  1  become  not  the  habitation  of  devils  ;  but  that  I  may 
tread  under  foot  the  devils  that  trode  upon  me^  and  over- 
coming all  his  flights,  may  be  again  reflored  to  the  joys  of 
thy  falvation. 

"  Now,  all  ye  who  behold  my  wound,  tremble  for  fear, 
and  take  heed  that  ye  flumber  not,  nor  fall  into  the  like 
crime  ;  bat  rather  let  us  aflemble  together,  and  rend  our 
hearts.  I  mourn,  and  am  forry  at  the  heart,  O  ye  my 
friends,   that  ever  1  fell. 

"  Let  the  angels  lament  over  me,  becaufe  of  this  sly 
dangerous  iall. 

"  Let  the  afiTemblies  of  faints  lament  over  me,  for  that  I 
am  fevered  from  their  blelTed  focieties. 

"  Let  the  holy  church  lament  over  me,  for  that  I  am  wo- 
fully  declined. 

"  Let  all  the  people  lament  over  me,  for  that  I  have  my 
death's  wound. 

*'  Bewail  nie,  that  am  in  like  cafe  with  the  reprobate 
Jews  ;  for  this  which  was  faid  unto  them,  why  doll  thou 
preach  m.y  law,  &c»  now  foundeth  alike  in  my  ears.  What 
fhall  I  do,  that  am  thus  befet  with  manifeft  mifchiefs.  Alas ! 
O  death,  why  doll  thou  linger  ?  O  fatan,  what  mifchicf 
haft  thou  brought  unto  me  ?  How  haft  thou  pierced  my 
breaft  with  thy  poifonous  dart  ?  Thinkeft  thou,  that  my  ru- 
in will  avail  any  thing  at  all  ?  Thinkeft  thou,  to  procure 
to  thyfelf  any  eafe  or  reft,  whilft  1  am  grievoufly  tormented  ? 
Who  is  able  to  fignify  unto  thee,  whether  my  fins  be  wi- 
ped and  done  away  ?  whether  I  fliall  not  again  be  coupled 
with,  and  made  a  companion  of  the  faints  ?  O  Lord,  I  fall 
before  thy  mercy-feat  ;  have  mercy  upon  me,  who  mourn 
thus  out  of  meafure,  becaufe  1  have  greatly  offended  !  Rid 
my  foul.  Lord,  from  the  roaring  lion.  The  affembly  of  the 
faints  doth  make  interceffion  for  me,  who  am  an  unprofita- 
ble 
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ble  fjprvant.  Shew  mercy,  O  Lord^  to  thy  wandering  flieep^ 
who  are  fiibjeti  to  the  rending  teeth  of  the  ravenous  wolf! 
Save  me,  O  Lord,  out  of  his  mouth  !  Let  my  fackcloth  be 
rent  afunder,  and  gird  me  with  joy  and  gladnefs.  Let  me 
be  agam  received  into  the  joy  of  my  GOD.  Let  me  be 
thought  worthy  of  his  kingdom,  through  the  earneft  petitions 
of  the  church,  which  forroweth  over  me,  and  humbleth  her- 
felf  to  Jefus  Chrift,  in  my  behalf.  To  whom  with  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  be  all  glory  and  honour,  for  ever 
and  ever."     Amen. 

^  Pattern  for  Christian   Wives. 

ST.  Augufline  fpeaking  of  his  mother  Monica  faith,  That 
fhe  ferved  her  hufband  as  her  Lord  ;  and  that  (he  en- 
deavoured what  {he  could,  for  the  winning  of  him  to  the 
faith  :  that  fhe  patiently  fuflained  the  injuries  of  the  bed ; 
and  though  Patricius  was  of  a  hot  and  choleric  temper,  yet 
fhe  never  made  refiftance  to  him  in  his  anger,  neither  in  word 
nor  deed  ;  but  fometimes,  when  fhe  had  an  opportunity,  in  his 
calm  humours,  fhe  would  give  him  an  account  of  what  (lie  had 
done,  and  the  reafons  for  it.  She  would  often  gravely  ad- 
monifh  other  women  for  laying  open  the  faults  of  their  huf- 
bands,  in  familiar  difcourfes  with  one  another ;  and  let  them 
know,  that  fhe  had  a  faculty  beyond  them,  in  efcaping 
fcratched  faces  and  quarrels,  under  a  hufband  of  a  much 
rougher  fpirit  than  theirs  ;  that  it  was  never  heard,  or  known 
by  any  fign,  that  Patricius  had  ever  beaten  his  wife,  or 
Monica  ever  quarrelled  with  her  hufband.  Thus  by  her  pa- 
tient, prudent  behaviour,  fhe  at  lafl  won  him  over  to  the 
faith.      Aug.  Conf.   I.  9.  c.  9. 
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CHRisTrA:bT  Experience. 

'^  T  H  E  N  powerful  motives  in  the  foul  combinej> 
To  teach  our  firm  obedience  where  to  flow, 
^iV^hene'er  a  friend  can  make  a  claim  like  thine. 

On  what  our  love,  or  what  our  art  can  fhow ; 
*Tis  then  the  heart  with  fweet  fubmifTion  bows^ 
And  freely  renders  what  its  pow'r  allows. 

I  thank  my  honoured  friend,  who  has  enjoiii'd 

This  proof  of  filial,  unaiFedled  love ; 
And  thus  attempt,  in  artlefs  lays,  to  find 

A  way,  his  fympathetic  care  to  move  ; 
Fain  would^I  claim  his  aid  to  fet  me  rights 
And  pity,  equal  to  my  wants,  excite* 

Oft  as  I  thoughtlefs  rov'd  the  beaten  way. 
And  wildly  trod  the  ever-treach'rous  road, 

Myfelf  the  idol  of  the  rifing  day, 

Self-love  the  fource  whence  all  my  adlions  flowMj^ 

Oft  did  the  heart-felt  tear  overflow  mine  eye ; 

And  all  feem'd  gloomy,  though  I  knew  not  why. 

Scarce  had  ten  years  their  hafty  circles  run. 
And  infant  joys  difclos'd  their  gaudy  ftore. 

Scarce  had  my  foul  the  frantic  fcene  begun. 
But  all  was  tirefome  that  I  priz'd  before; 

Sudden  I  ftopt  t'  attend  the  heav'nly  call, 

And  only  mourn'd  my  foul's  difcoverM  fall* 

Vol.  IL  q  N  Oft 
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Oft  when  my  heart,  all  anxious  and  difmay'J^ 

Full  keenly  felt  the  bitternefs  of  fin, 
Sought  penfive  fuccour  in  the  lonely  fhade, 

.  Or  vainly  ftrove  to  chafe  the  gloom  within  5 
Ev'n  then  a  beam  from  heaven  would  intervene. 
And  peace  and  joy  were  for  a  moment  feen. 

But,  O  !  how  fhort  relief  from  pungent  pain ! 

The  day  when  vanifli'd  left  a  double  night ; 
The  gloom,  but  heighten'd,  overfpread  again. 

And  all  was  dark,  unfit  for  war  or  flight  j 
Exhaufted  ftrength,  and  anguifli  unredreft, 
I  funk,  all  helplefs !  on  the  Saviour's  breaft. 

In  that  glad  hour,  a  gleam  of  radiant  day 

Difpeird  my  fears,  and  pourM  a  ftrcam  of  light ; 

Joy  filfd  my  heart !  and  forrow  fled  away  ! 

The  nights  were  peaceful,  as  the  days  were  bright ; 

Fearlefs  of  combats,  or  affliction's  blaft, 

I  thought  t^e  bitternefs  of  death  was  pajl. 

Since  then  my  foul  has  many  a  fight  endur'd. 

The  toils  of  war,  the  cruel  tempter's  art^  ^ 

The  deadly  wound  of  inbred  fin  uncur'd. 

The  endlefs  mazes  of  a  treacherous  heart  \ 
Unequal  paflions,  an  unconquer'd  will, 
And  all  the  latent  labyrinths  of  ill. 

The  world  allur'd  5  too  oft  my  heart  purfu'd. 

And  gaz'd,  unwatchful  of  the  lurking  fnare ; 
Oft-times  the  frowns  of  heav'n  my  grief  renewed* 

Unbleft  my  foul,  and  uninfpir'd  my  pray'r  j 
I  felt  the  toil,  the  agonizing  ftrife. 
And  all  the  confli£ls  of  unfettled  life. 

Suffice  for  me,  if  now  the  toil  is  o'er, 

If  grace  has  now  the  certain  victory  gained ; 
I  give  the  praife  to  that  Almighty  Pow'r, 

Who  gave  the  conqueft,  and  with  love  fuflain'd 

The 


The  finking  /pints,  and  the  feeble  hand, 
J'earful  to  yield,  though  helplefs  to  withftand, 

*Tis  now  my  foul  begins  the  chrljlian  Jight^ 

Striving  to  live  to  GOD,  fhe  daily  dies, 
Leaves  every  fliadow  of  terrene  delight. 

And  gives  her  all,  a  whole  burnt-facrificc ; 
Though  oft-times  fears  within,  and  war  around, 
No  pain  difmays,  when  help  in  GOD  is  found. 

Not  that  the  tempter  has  forgot  his  fkill. 

Or  fails  a  moment,  feeking  to  devour  \ 
But  ever  nigh  the  Lord  of  hofts  I  feel, 

For  my  defence  tp  exercife  his  power ; 
Ev'n  while  I  write,  I  find  his  guardian  care. 
It  keeps  my  heart,  and  anfwers  ev'ry  pray'r. 

Unworthy  as  I  am,  his  love  has  giv*n 

Plenty,  and  friends,  and  fellowfhip  of  faints ; 

But  of  the  bleffings  I  derive  from  heav'n 
(Except  the  love  that  quiets  my  complaints 

For  none  with  equal  gratitude  I  bend. 

As  for  my  tender,  much-refpe£led  friend. 

With  you  I  feel,  with  you  I  fmile,  or  weep ; 

I  feel  your  forrows,  and  I  know  your  care  \ 
An  equal  pace  with  yours  my  wifhes  keep ; 

And  on  my  heart  I  all  your  burdens  bear ; 
In  joy  or  forrow  I  your  fteps  purfue. 
And  think  it  happinefs  to  follow  you. 

And  muft  this  friend,  this  crowning  gift  beftow'd. 

Be  torn  for  ever  from  my  wifhful  fight  ? 
The  gratitude  with  which  my  bofom  glow'd. 

Til'  obedient  love,  the  reverent  delight, 
Muft  all  the  favours  that  I  long  have  known. 
But  edg^  the  mem'ry  of  the  moments  flown. 

But, 
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But,  what  am  I  ?  a  tlioufand  voices  rife 

(And  duteous  children  have  a  right  to  plead) 

«f  Ah,  why  forget  the  firm,  uniting  ties ; 

<'  The  word  divine,  which  you  our  guide  decreed  5^ 

^«  Parental  love,  the  heav'n-defcended  flame, 

"  And  all  that  centres  in  a  father's  name  ? 

«^  Giv'n  to  our  pray'r,  a  httle  longer  flay, 

<'  And  blefs  our  eyes  and  hearts  as  heretofore  j 

^^  O  !  never  leave  us,  till  the  doling  day 
«  Forbids  an  added  period  to  implore  5 

<^  Till  life  and  labour  in  a  moment  ceafe ; 

^^  When  heav'n  fhall  fummon,  then  depart  in  peace.'^ 

Till  then,  my  father,  deign  to  think  on  me. 
And  offer  fervent  faith's  efFeftual  pray'r ; 

And  if  I  have  an  intereft  found  with  thee. 
Indulgent  King  of  Heaven,  my  heart  prepare, 

Infpire  petitions  for  my  guide  and  friend. 

Give  him  in  thee  the  life  that  cannot  end  ? 


A    SHORT    HYMN. 

I  Cor.  XV.  44.      It  is  fawn  a  natural  bodyy^  it  is  raifed  a  Jpi-^ 

ritual  body^ 

A  BODY  natural,  by  food 
And  fleep  fuilain'd,  to  death  I  give  \ 
A  body  fpiritual,  endued 

With  nobler  qualities,  receive ; 

A  perrnanent,  ethereal  frame. 

From  all  material  dregs  refin'd, 
Compos'd  of  pure,  angelic  flame, 

An4  nieet  for  my  eternal  mind^ 

THE 
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FREDESTINATION  CALMLT  CONSIDERED. 

[By  John  Wesley,  M.  A.j 

{Continued  from  page  425,] 

LVI.  "T^TOW,  you  are  probaWy  thinking  of  Efau  and 
X^  Pharaoh.  Do  you  then  fet  it  down  as  an 
an  unquellionable  truth,  that  thefe  were  eternally  con- 
demned, hj  i\\Q  mere  fovereign  will  of^GOD  ?  Are  you 
fure,  that  they  were  eternally  condemned  ?  E\nen  that 
point  is  not  altogether  certain.  It  is  no  where  affirmed  iu 
holy  writ :  and  it  would  coil  you  fome  pains  to  prove  it. 
It  is  true,  Pharaoh'^  death  was  a  punifiiment  from  GOD: 
but  it  does  not  follow,  that  he  was  punifiied  everlaltingly 
And  if  he  was,  it  was  not  by  the  mere  fovereign  will  of 
GODy  but  becaufe  of  his  own  ftubbornnefs  and  impeni- 
tence. 

Of  this  Mofes  has  given  us  a  particular  account ;  accord- 
ingly we  read,  W.hen  Pharaoh  faw  that  there  luas  refpiie 
(after  he  was  dehvered  from  the  plague  of  frogs)  he  harden^ 
ed  his  hearty  and  hearkened  not  unto  them^  Exod.  viii.  ij. 
So  after  the  plague  of  flies ;  Pharaoh  hardened  his  heart  at 
this  time  alfoy  neither  ivouldhe  let  the  people  go  y  ver.  32.  A^c^ain, 
When  Pharaoh  faw  that  the  rain  and  hail  were  ceafcdy  hefin^ 
tied  yet  more^  and  hardened  his   hearty    he  and  his  frvants^ 

chap. 


47^        PREDESTINATION   CALMLY  CONSIBEREB. 

chap.  ix.  34.  After  GOD  had  given  him  all  this  fpace  to 
tepent,  and  had  expoftulated  with  him  for  his  obflinate 
impenitence  in  thofe  folemn  words,  How  long  wilt  thou  re- 
Jtffe  to  humble  tkyfelf  before  me  P  chap,  x,  3,  What  won- 
der is  it,  if  GOD  then  hardetied  his  hearty  that  is,  permit- 
ted Satan  to  harden  it :  if  he  at  length  wholly  withdrew 
his  foftening  grace,  and  gave  him  up  to  a  reprobate  mind  P 

LVII.  The  cafe  of  E/au  is  widely  different  from  this  : 
^Jthough  his  conduct  alfo  is  blamable  in  many  points.  The 
firft  was  the  felling  his  birthright  to  Jacobs  Gen.  xxv.  31, 
&c.  The  next,  his  marrying  againft  his  father's  confe.it, 
chap.  xxvi.  34,  35.  but  it  is  highly  probable  he  was  fenfi- 
ble  of  his  fault ;  becaufe  Ifaac  appears  to  have  been  fully 
lecouciled^  to  him,  when  he  faid,  My  fon^  make  me  fome 
Javaury  meaty,  that  my  foul  may  blef  thee  before  I  drey  Gen. 
xrvii.  4» 

In  the  following  verfes  we  have  an  account  of  the  man- 
ner wherein  he  was  fupplanted  by  his  brother  Jacob.  Up- 
on Ifaac^s  relation  of  this,  Efau  cried  with  a  great  and  ex^ 
cctding  hitter  cry y  ver.  34.  and  faid  unto  his  father y  Blefs 
me^  en)£n  me  alfoy  O  my  father  !  but  he  found  no  placcy  fays 
the  apoftle,  for  ^reperitancey  for  recovering  the  blefling, 
though  he  fought  it  carefully  with  ttars.  Thy  brother y  faid 
IfaaCy  hath  taken  away  thy  hleffing  :  I  have  blejfed  hiniy  yeay 
raid  he  f Jail  be  blejfed.  So  that  all  Efaus  forrow  and  tears 
could  not  recover  his  birthright,  and  the  blefling  annexed 
thereto. 

And  yet  there  is  great  reafon  to  hop.e,  that  Efauy  as  well 
as  Jacob y  is  now  in  Abraham'^  bofom.  For  although  for  a 
time  he  hated  Jacoby  and  afterward  came  againft  him  with 
fur  hundred  rneny  very  probably  defigning  to  take  revenge 
for  the  injuries  he  had  fuilainedi  yet  we  find,  when  they 
Miet,  YX'^w  ran  and  embraced  him y  and  fell  on  his  neck  and 
hfed  him.  So  thoroughly  had  GOD  changed  his  heart. 
And  why  fl}Ould  we  doubt  but  that  happy  change  continu- 
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LVIII.  You  can  ground  no  folic!  objeftion  to  this,  on 
St.  Paul's  words  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Romans:  //  *was  fold 
tijito  her  J  the  elder  Jlmll  ferve  the  younger  :  as  it  is  ivritiffif 
Jacob  have  I  loved y  but  Efau  have  I  hatedy  chap.  ix.  12^  13- 
For  it  is  undeniably  plain,  that  both  thefe  fcriptures  relatC;, 
not  to  the  perfons  of  Jacob  and  EfaUy  but  to  their  defcend- 
ants ;  the  Ifraelites  fprung  from  Jacoh^  and  the  Edomites 
fprung  from  Efau.  In  this  fenfe  only  did  the  elder  (Efau) 
ferve  the  younger :  not  in  his  perfon  (for  Efiu  never  ferved 
Jacob ;  J  but  in  his  pofterity.  The  pofterity  of  the  elder 
brother  ferved  the  pofterity  of  the  younger. 

The  other  text  referred  to  by  the  apoftle,  runs  thus :  / 
loved  Jacob,  and  I  hated  Efau,  and  laid  his  mountains  and 
his  heritage  ivajle  for  the  drago7is  of  the  ivildcrnefs^  MaL  u 
2,  3.  Whofe  heritage  was  it  that  GOD  laid  wafte?  Not 
that  which  Efau  perfonally  enjoyed  \  but  that  of  his  pofte- 
rity, the  Edomites,  for  their  enormous  fins,  largely  de- 
Ycribed  by  feveral  of  the  prophets.  So  neither  is  there  here 
any  inftance  of  any  man  being  finally  condemned^  by  the 
tnere fovereign  will  of  GOD. 

LIX.  The  iinchangeabhncfs  of  GOD  we  allow  llkewire* 
in  him  is  no  variablenefsj  neither  fljadow  of  turning.  But 
you  feem  to  lie  under  a  miftake,  concerning  this  alfo,  for 
want  of  obferving  the  fcripture-account  of  it-  The  fcrip- 
ture  teaches,  i.  That  GOD  is  unchangeable,  with  regard 
to  his  decrees.  But  what  decrees  ?  The  fame  that  he  has 
commanded  to  ht  preached  to  every  creature ^  *^  He  that  he-- 
lievethyfJjall  be  faved ;  he  that  believeth  noij  fijall  be  damfied^ 
The  fcripture  teaches,  2.  That  GOD  is  unchangeable  with 
regard  to  his  love  and  hatred.  But  how  ?  Obferve  this 
v/ell ;  for  it  is  your  grand  miftake,  and  the  foot  of  almoll 
all  the  reft.  GOD  unchangeably  loveth  righteoufnefs,  and 
hateth  iniquity.  Unchangeably  he  loveth  faith,  and  un- 
changeably hateth  unbelief.  In  confequence  hereof  he  un- 
changeably lovetl^  the  righteous,  and  hateth  the  workers  of 
iniquity.  He  unchangeably  loves  them  that  believe,  and 
hates  wilful,  obftinate  unbelievers.  So  that  the  fcripture- 
account  of  GOD's  unchangeablenefs^  with  regard  to  his 

decreesy 
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decrees^  is  this :  he  has  unchangeably  decreed  to  fave  holy 
believers,  and  to  condemn  obftinate,  impenitent  unbeliev- 
ers. And,  according  to  fcripture,  his  unchangeablenefs  of 
aiTeclion,  properly  and  primarily  regards  tempers  and  not 
perfons :  and  perfons  (as  Enochs  Noaky  Abraham  J  only  as  thofe 
tempers  are  found  in  them.  Let  then  the  unchangeablenefs 
of  GOD  be  put  on  the  right  foot,  let  the  fcripture  be  al* 
lowed  to  lix  the  objefts  of  it,  and  it  will  as  foon  prove 
tranfubilantiation,  as  unconditional  EIe£lion» 

LX.  liht  faithful nefs  of  GOD  may  be  termed  a  branch 
of  his  truth.  He  ^vlll perform  what  he  hath  promifed.  But 
then  let  us  enquire  of  the  oracle  of  GOD,  to  whom  the 
promifes  are  made  ?  the  promifes  of  life  and  immortality  ? 
The  anfwer  is,  To  Abraham  and  his  fced^  that  is,  to  thofe  who 
^^alk  in  the  fcps  cf  the  faith  of  their  father  Abraham.  To 
thofe  who  believe,  as  believers,  are  the  gofpel-promifes 
made.  To  thefe  has  the  faithful  GOD  engaged,  that  he 
will  do  what  he  hath  fpoken.  lie  nuill  fulfil  his  covenant 
and  promifc  which  he  hath  made  to  a  thoufand  generations  ? 
the  fum  of  which  is,  as  we  find  it  exprefsiy  declared  by 
the  Spirit  of  GOD,  the  Lord  will  give  grace  (more  grace) 
and  glorjy  and  no  good  thing  will  he  wich-hold  from  them  that 
live  a  godly  life* 

LXr.  This  coverant  of  GOD  I  underftand :  but  I  have 
heard  cf  another  which  I  underftand  not.  I  have  heard, 
<^  that  GOD  the  Father  made  a  covenant  with  his  Son> 
*'  before  the  world  began,  wherein  the  Son  agreed  to  fuf- 
*^  fer  fuch  and  fuch  things,  aild  the  Father  to  give  him 
<^  fuch  ?.nd  fuch  fouls  for  a  recompence :  that  in  confe- 
<^  quence  of  this,  thofe  fouls  muf  be  faved,  and  thofe  on- 
<«  ly,  fo  that  all  others  mujl  be  damned."  I  befeech  you 
where  is  this  written  ?  In  what  part  of  fcripture  is  this 
covenant  to  be  found  ?  We  may  well  expeft  a  thing  of 
tills  moment  to  be  revealed  very  exprefsly,,with  the  utmoil . 
clearncfs  and  folemnity  !  But  where  is  this  done  ^  And 
if  it  is  not  done,  if  there  is  no  fuch  an  account  in  all  the 
bible :  what  fhall  we  wonder  at  moft^  that  any  ferious  mau 
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fhould  advance,  or  that  thoufands  fhould  believe,  fo  ftrange 
an  aflertion,  without  one  plain  text  of  fcriptur^  to  fupport 
it,  from  Genefis  to  the  Revelation. 

LXIL  I  fuppofe  you  do  not  imagine,  that  the  bare  word 
tovenantj  if  it  occurred  ever  fo  often  in  holy  writ,  is  a 
proof  of  any  fuch  covenant  as  this.  The  grand  covenant 
which  we  allow  to  be  mentioned  therein,  is  a  covenant  be* 
twecn  GOD  and  man,  cftabliflied  in  the  hand  of  a  medi* 
ator,  who  tajied  death  for  every  man,  and  thereby  purchafed 
it  for  all  the  children  of  men.  The  tenor  of  it  (fo  often 
mentioned  already)  is  this:  "  whofoevcr  belicveth  unto  the 
^^  end,  fo  as  to  fhow  his  faith  by  his  works,  I,  the  Lord^ 
*^  will  reward  that  foul  eternally.  But  whofoever  w^ill  not: 
**  believe,  and  confequerttly  dieth  in  his  fins,  1  will  punifh 
*^  him  with  everlafting  deftrudlion.'* 

LXIII.  To  examine  thoroughly  whether  this  covenant 
between  GOD  and  man  be  unconditional  or  conditional^ 
it  may  be  needful  to  go  back  as  far  as  Abrahamy  the  father 
of  the  faithful :  to  enq'uire  what  manner  of  covenant  it 
was,  which  GOD  made  with  him  •,  and  whether  any  rea- 
fon  be  afligned,  of  GOD's  peculiarly  bleffing  Abraham y 
and  all  the  nations  of  the  eartli  in  him. 

The  firft  mention  of  the  covenant  between  GOD  and 
him,  occurs  in  Gen»  xv.  18.  "  The  fame  day  the  Lord 
made  a  covenant  with  Abram^  faying,  Unto  thy  feed  have 
I  given  this  land."  But  this  is  tnuch  more  explicitly  re- 
lated in  the  feventeenth  chapter,  ven  i,  Sec.  ^^  The  Lord 
appeared  to  Abram^  and  faid  unto  him,  I  am  the  Almighty 
GOD  :  walk  before  me,  and  be  thou  perfect.  And  I  will 
make  my  covenant  betv/een  me  and  thee,  and  will  multi- 
ply thee  exceedingly.  And  Abram  fell  on  his  face  j  and 
GOD  talked  with  him,  faying,  As  for  me,  behold,  my 
r:ovenant  is  v/ith  thee,  and  thou  ihalt  be  a  father  of  many 
nations.  Neither  Ihall  thy  name  any  more  be  called  Abram^ 
but  thy  name  fhall  be  Abraham  :  for  a  father  of  many  na** 
fions  have  I  made  thee.  And  I  will  eftablifh  my  covenant 
betv^een  me  and  thee,  and  thy  feed  after  thee,  in  their  ge- 

VoL.  IL  3  O  neration^. 
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nerations,  for  an  everlafting  covenant;  to  be  a  GOD  un-^ 
to  thee,  and  to  thy  feed  after  thee — Every  man-child  among 
you  fhall  be  circumcifed — it  fhall  be  a  token  of  the  cove- 
nant betv^ixt  me  and  you — The  Uncircumcifed  man-child 
ihali  be  cut  off;  he  hath  broken  my  covenant."  So  we  fee, 
this  original  covenant,  though  cverlajling^  was  conditional, 
and  man's  failing  in  the  condition,  cleared  GOD. 

LXTV.  We  have  St.  PauPs  account  of  this  covenant  of 
GOD  with  Abraham^  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  his  epiftle 
to  the  Romans,  ver.  3,  &c.  "  Abraham  (faith  he)  believ- 
ed GOD,  and  it  v/as  counted  unto  him  for  righteoufnefs.^ 
(This  is  related  in  Gen.  xv.  6.)  "  And  he  received  the 
fign  of  circumcifion,  a  feai  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
faith  which  he  had  yet  being  uncircumcifed ;  that  he  might 
be  the  father  of  all  them  that  believe,  though  they  be  not 
circumcifed;  that  righteoufnefs  might  be  imputed  unto 
them  alfo ;  and  the  father  of  circumcifion  (i.  e.  of  them 
that  are  circumcifed)  to  them  that  are  not  of  the  circum- 
cifion only,  but  who  alfo  walk  in  the  fteps  of  that  faith  of 
our  father  Abraham^  which  he  had  being  yet  uncircum- 
cifed." Now  if  thefe  words  do  not  exprefs  a  conditional 
covenant,  certainly  none  can. 

LXV.  The  nature  and  ground  of  this  covenant  of  GOD 
with  Abraham  is  further  explained.  Gen.  xviii.  17,  &c. 
^^  And  the  Lord  faid.  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that 
thing  which  I  do ;  feeing  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  fhall 
be  blefled  in  him  ?"  For  "  I  know  him,  that  he  will  com- 
mand his  children  and  his  houfehold  after  him  :  and  they 
{hall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and  judg- 
ment; that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that  which 
he  hath  fpoken  of  him." 

Does  GOD  fay  here,  I  will  do  it,  becaufe  I  will?  No- 
thing lefs.  The  reafon  is  explicitly  aPngned :  "  All  na- 
tions fl^all  be  bleffed  in  him :"  for  '^  he  will  command  his 
children,  and  they  {hall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord." 

The 
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The  reafon  is  yet  more  (clearly,  it  cannot,  hut  more) 
fully  fet  down  in  the  twenty- fecond  chapter,  ver.  16,  &c. 
«  By  myfelf  have  I  fworn,  faith  the  Lord;  because  thou 
hafl  done  this  thing,  and  haft  not  with-held  thy  fon ;  that 
in  bleffing  I  will  blefs  thee — and  in  thy  feed  fhall  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  be  bleffed  (that  is,  the  MefRah  fhall 
fpring  from  thee  :)  because  thou  haft  obeyed  my  voice." 

This  is  yet  again  declared,  chap.  xxvi.  ver.  2,  &c.  "  And 
the  Lord  appeared  unto  Ifaacy  and  faid — Sojourn  in  this 
land,  and  I  will  be  with  thee,  and  will  blefs  thee :  for  un- 
to thee,  and  unto  thy  feed,  I  will  perform  the  oath  which 
I  fware  unto  Abraham  thy  father.  In  thy  feed  fliall  all 
nations  of  the  earth  be  blefled:  because  that  Abraham 
obeyed  my  voice,  and  kept  my  charge,  my  command- 
ments, my  ftatutes,  and  my  laws." 

LXVL  This  covenant  made  to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  is 
mentioned  again,  Exod.  xix.  ver.  3,  &c.  ^^  And  the  Lord 
called  unto  Mofes^  faying,  Thus  fhalt  thou  fay  to  the  houfe 
of  Jacoby  and  tell  the  children  of  Ifraely  ye  have  feen  what 
I  did  to  the  Egyptians,  and  how  I  bare  you  on  eagles' 
Wings,  and  brought  you  unto  myfelf.  Now  therefore,  if 
ye  will  obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  keep  my  covenant, 
then  ye  fliall  be  a  pecuHar  treafure  unto  me  above  all  peo- 
ple." 

In  the  follov/ing  chapter,  GOD   declares  the  terms  of 
the  covenant  they  were  to  keep,    in   ten   commandments. 
And  thefe  themfelves  are  fometimes  termed,  the  covenant ; 
fometimes,  the  book  of  the  covenant.     So  chap.  xxiv.  ver.  4, 
&c.  after  GOD  had  made  an  end  of  fpeaking  to  the  peo- 
ple, it  is  faid,  "  And  Mofes  wrote  ail   the   words   of  the 
Lord,  and  rofe  up  early  in  the  morning — and  he  took  the 
book  of  the  covenant,  and  read  in  the  audience  of  the  peo- 
ple :  and  they  faid,  All  that  the  Lord  hath  faid  will  we  do. 
And   Mofes  took   the   blood   (of    the    burnt  offering)   and 
fprinkled  it  on  the  people,  and  faid,  Behold  the   blood  of 
the  covenant,    which   the  Lord  hath  made  with  you  con- 
cerning all  thefe  words." 

After 
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After  the  people  had  broken  this  covenant  by  \vor(Kip- 
ping  the  golden  calf,  GOD  renews  it,  chap,  xxxiv.  where 
we  read,  ver.  27,  28.  «^  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Alofes, 
Write  thou  thefe  words :  for  after  the  tenor  of  thefe  words 
I  have  made  a  covenant  v/ith  thee  and  with  I/rael—AnA 
lie  wrote  upon  the  tables  tlie  words  of  the  covenant,  the 
ttn  commandments." 

LXVII.  According  to  the  tenor  of  this  covenant,  made 
to  Abraham  and  his  feed,  GOD  afterwards  declares,  Levit. 
xxvi.  ver.  3,  &c.  <<  If  ye  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  keep 
my  commandments,  and  do  them ;  then  I  will  eftablilh  my 
covenant  with  you,  and  I  will  be  your  GOD,  and  ye  fliall 
be  my  people — But  if  ye  will  not  hearken  unto  me,  fo  that; 
ye  will  not  do  all  my  commandments,  but  that  ye  break 
my  covenant ;  I  will  fet  my  face  againft  you,  and  I  will 
avenge  the  quarrel  of  my  covenant — yet  if  they  fhall  con- 
fefs  their  iniquity,  and  if  their  uncircumcifed  hearts  be 
humbled — then  will  I  remember  my  covenant  with  Jacob^ 
and  alfo  my  covenant  with  Ifaacy  and  alfo  my  covenant 
w^ith  Abraham  will  I  remem^ber."  Confequently  the  cove- 
nant with  Abraham^  Ifaac^  and  Jacoh^  w^as  conditional^ 
as  well  as  that  with  their  pollerity. 

LXVIIL  "  But  is  not  the  faithfulnefs  of  GOD  engaged 
"^^  to  keep  all  that  now  believe  from  falling  away  ?''  I  can- 
not fay  that.  Whatever  aflurance  GOD  may  give  to  par- 
ticular fouls,  I  find  no  general  promife  in  holy  writ,  ^^  That 
*^  none  who  once  believes,  fhall  finally  fall.''  Yet,  to  fay 
the  truth,  this  is  fo  pleafing  an  opinion,  fo  agreeable  to  the 
flefli  and  blood,  fo  fuitable  to  whatever  of»  nature  remains 
in  thofe  who  have  tailed  the  grace  of  GOD,  that  I  fee  no- 
thing but  the  mighty  power  of  GOD,  which  can  reftrain 
any  who  hears  it  from  clofing  with  it.  But  ftill  it  wants 
one  thing  to  recommend  it,  plain,  cogent  fcripture- 
jpifoof, 

\Clontinued  at  page  521.] 
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Ohey  them  that  have  the  rule  ov^r  yotty  arid  fubmit  yoitrf elves : 
for  they  watch  over  your  fouls ^  as  they  that  7nujl  give  account^ 
that  they  may  do  it  with  joy^  and  not  with  grief;  for  that  is 
unprofitable  for  you, 

I,  "IP  XCEEDING  few,  not  only  among  nominal 
J2ji  chriltians,  but  among  truly  religious  men,  have 
uny  clear  conception  of  that  important  doctrine,  which  is 
here  delivered  by  the  apoftle.  Very  many  fcarce  think  of 
it,  and  hardly  know  that  there  is  any  fuch  direftion  in  the 
bioie.  And  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  know  it  is  there, 
and  imagine  they  follow  it,  do  not  underftand  it,  but  lean 
too  much  either  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  to  one  ex- 
treme or  the  other.  It  is  well  known  to  what  an  extrava- 
gant height  tlie  Romanifts  in  general  carry  this  direftion. 
Many  of  them  believe  an  implicit  faith  is  due  to  the  doc- 
trines delivered  by  tliofe  that  rule  over  them  ;  and  that  im- 
plicit obedience  ought  to  be  paid  to  whatever  commands 
they  give :  and  not  much  lefs  has  been  infilled  on,  by  fe- 
veral  eminent  men  of  the  church  of  England.  Although 
it  is  true  that  the  generality  of  protefcants  are  apt  to  run 
to  the  other  extreme:  allowing  their  pallors  no  authority 
at  all,  but  making  ttiem  both  the  creatures  and  the  fervants 
pf  their  congregations. 

2,  But  is  it  not  poflible  to  find  a  medium  between  thefe 
two  extremes  ?  Is  there  any  neceffity  for  us  to  run,  either 
into  one  or  into  the  other  ?  If  we  fet  human  laws  out  of 
the  queftion,  and  fimply  attend  to  the  oracles  of  GOD, 
we  may  certainly  difcover  a  middle  path  in  this  important 
matter*  In  order  thereto,  let  us  carefully  examine  the 
words  of  the  apoflle  above  recited.     Let  us  confider, 

Firft,  Who  are  the  perfons  mentioned  in  the  text,  they 
that  rule  over  us  P 

Secondly,  V/ho  are  they  whom  the  apoftle  dire£ls,    to 

cbey  and  fiihmit  thcmfelves  to  them  ? 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly,  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  direftion  ?  In  what 
fenfe  are  they  to  obey  andfuhmit  them/elves  ?  I  (hall  then  en- 
deavour to  make  a  fuitable  application  of  the  whole. 

L  I.  Confider  we/  firft,  Who  are  the  perfons  mention- 
ed in  the  text,  they  that  have  the  rule  over  you?  I  do  not 
conceive  that  the  words  of  the  apoille  are  properly  tranflat- 
ed ",  becaufe  this  tranilation  makes  the  fentence  Httle  better 
than  tautology.  If  they  rule  over  you^  you  are  certainly 
ruled  by  them:  fo  that  according  to  this  tranilation,  you  are 
only  enjoined  to  do  what  you  do  already:  to  obey  tliofe 
whom  you  do  obey.  Now  there  is  another  meaning  of 
the  Greek  word,  which  feems  abundantly  more  proper :  it 
means  to  gulde^  as  well  as  to  rule.  And  thus,  it  feems,  it 
Hiould  be  taken  here.  The  dire£lion  then,  when  applied 
to  our  fpiritual  guides,  is  plain  and  pertinent. 

2.  This  interpretation  feems  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
feventh  verfe  •,  which  fixes  the  meaning  of  this.  "  Re- 
m.ember  them  which  have  the  rule  over  you^  nvho  have  fpohen 
unto  you  the  word  of  GODJ^  The  apoflle  here  (hews,  by 
the  latter  claufe  of  the  fentence,  v^^hom  he  meant  in  the 
former.  Thofe  that  were  over  them^  were  the  fame  perfons 
Hjoho  /poke  unto  them  the  word  of  GOD :  that  is,  they  were 
their  paftors,  thofe  v/ho  guided  and  fed  this  part  of  the 
flock  of  Chrifii. 

3.  But  by  whom  are  thefe  guides  to  be  appointed  ?  And 
what  are  they  fuppofed  to  do,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  the 
obedience  v/hich  is  here  prefcribed  ? 

Volumes  upon  volumes  have  been  wrote  on  that  knot- 
ty queftion,  ^^  By  whom  are  guides  of  fouls  to  be  appoint- 
ed?'^ I  do  not  intend  here,  to  enter  at  all  into  the  difpute 
concerning  church-government :  nor  to  debate,  whether  it 
be  advantageous  or  prejudicial  to  the  intereft  of  true  reli- 
gion, that  the  church  and  the  flate  Ihould  be  blended  toge- 
ther^  as  they  have  been  ever  fince  the  time  of  Cojjfautine 
in  every  part  of  the  Roman  Empire,  where  chrillianity 
has  been  received.  Waving  all  thefe  points  (which  may 
find  employment  enougfi  for  men  that  abound  in  leifure) 
by  them  that  guide  you  I  mean,  them  that  do  it,  if  not  by 

your 
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your  choice,  at  leaft  by  your  confent :  tliem  that  you  wil- 
lingly accept  of  to  be  your  guides,  in  the  way  to  heaven. 

4.  But  what  are  they  fuppofed  to  do,  in  order  to  entitle 
them  to  the  obedience  here  prefcribed  ?  ^ 

They  are  fuppofed  to  go  before  the  flock  (as  is  the  man- 
ner of  the  eaftern  fliepherds  to  this  day)  and  to  guide  them 
in  all  the  ways  of  truth  and  holinefs :  they  are  to  ncurijly 
them  with  the  words  of  eternal  life^  to  feed  them  with  the 
pure  milk  of  the  word:  applying  it  continually  for  dcElrine^ 
teaching  them  all  the  eflential  doctrines  contained  therein: 
for  reproof  warning  them  if  they  turn  afide  from  the  way 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left:yir  correBiofi^  fhewing  them 
how  to  amend  what  is  amifs,  and  guiding  them  back  into 
the  way  of  peace  :  and  for  infruclion  in  righteoiifnefsy  train- 
ing them  up  in  inward  and  outward  holinefs,'  until  they  come 
to  a  perfeB  man^  to  the  meafure  of  the  flature  of  the  fulnefs  of 
Chrift. 

5.  They  are  fuppofed  to  watch  over  your  fouls ^  as  thcfe 
that  f  Jail  give  account.  As  thofe  that  fl jail  give  account!  How 
unfpeakably  folemn,  and  awful  are  thefe  words!  May 
GOD  v/rite  them  upon  the  heart  of  every  guide  of  fouls! 

They  watchj  waking  while  others  fleep,  over  the  flock  of 
Chrift;  over  the  fouls  that  he  has  bought  with  a  price» 
that  he  has  purchafed  with  his  own  blood.  They  have 
them  in  their  hearts  both  by  day  and  by  night ;  regarding 
neither  fleep  nor  food  in  comparifon  of  them.  Even  while 
they  fleep,  their  heart  is  waking,  full  of  concern  for  their 
beloved  children.  They  watch  with  deep  earneftnefs,  with 
uninterrupted  ferioufnefs,  with  unwearied  care,  patience, 
and  diligence,  as  they  that  are  about  to  give  an  account  of 
every  particular  foul,  to  him  that  ftandeth  at  the  door,  to 
the  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

II.  I.  We  are,  fecondly,  to  confider.  Who  thofe  are 
whom  the  apoflle  directs  to  obey  them  that  have  the  rule 
over  them?  And  in  order  to  determine  this  with  certainty 
and  clearnefs,  we  fhall  not  appeal  to  human  inftitutions, 
but  fimply  (as  in  anfwering  the  preceding  queftion)  ap-^ 
peal  to  that  decifion  of  it,  which  we  find  in  the  oracles 
of  GOD.     Indeed  we  have  hardly  occafion  to  go  one  ftep 

farther 
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farther  than  the  text  itfelf.  Only  it  may  be  proper,  firlf , 
to  remove  out  of  the  way  fome  popular  opinions,  which 
have  been  alrtnoft  every  where  taken  for  granted,  but  can 
in  nowife  be  proved. 

2.  It  is  ufually  fuppofed,  firft,  That  the  apoftle  is  here: 
dire£ling  pariJJmners  to  obey  and  fiibmit  themfelves  to  the 
vmufier  of  their  parifli.  But  can  any  one  bring  the  lead 
fhadow  of  proof  for  this  from  the  holy  fcripture?  Where 
IS  it  written,  that  we  are  bound  to  obey  any  minifter,  be- 
caufe  v/e  live  in  what  is  called  his  parifh  ?  *^  Yes/'  you 
fav,  *^  we  are  bound  to  obey  every  ordhiance  of  man  for  the 
Lord^s fake.^^  True,  in  all  things  indifferent;  but  this  is 
not  fo :  it  is  exceeding  far  from  it.  It  is  far  from  being 
a  thing  indifferent  to  me,  who  is  the  guide  of  my  foul.  I 
dare  not  receive  one  as  my  guide  to  heaven,  that  is  him- 
felf  in  the  high  road  to  heJL  I  dare  not  take  a  wolf  for 
my  fliepherd,  that  has  not  fo  much  as  fheep^s  clothing; 
that  is  a  common  fwearer,  an  open  drunkard,  a  notorious 
fabbath-breaker.  And  fuch  (the  more  i^  the  fhame,  and 
the  more  the  pity)  are  many  parochial  minifters  at  this  day. 

'>.  ^'  But  are  you  not  properly  members  of  that  congre- 
^ration,  to  which  your  parents  belong  ?''  I  do  not  appre- 
hend tiiat  I  am :  I  know  no  fcripture  that  obliges  me  to 
this.  I  owe  all  deference  to  the  commands  of  my  parents^ 
and  willingly  obey  them  in  all  things  lawful.  ,But  it  is 
iiot  lavv^ful  to  call  them  Rabbi,  that  is,  to  believe  or  obey 
them  implicitly.  Every  one  mufl  give  an  account  of  him-» 
feif  to  GOD.  Therefore  every  man  muft  judge  for  him- 
felf:  efpecially  in  a  point  of  fo  deep  importance  as  this  is, 
the  choice  of  a  guide  for  his  fouL 

4.  But  we  may  bring  this  matter  to  a  fhort  ifTue,  by  re- 
curring to  the  very  words  of  the  text.  They  that  have 
voluntarily  connected  themfelves  with  fuch  paflors  as  an- 
fwer  the  defcription  given  therein:  fuch  as  do  in  fa^l 
watch  over  their  fouls,  as  they  that  fhall  give  account : 
fuch  as  do  nourim  them  up  v/ith  the  words  of  eternal  hfe: 
fuch  as  feed  thevn  with  the  pure  milk  of  the  word,  and 
conflantly  apply  it  to  them  for  dodlrine,  for  reproof,  for  dj 
correction,  and  for  initrudtion  in  righteoufnefs :  all  who 

have 
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have  found  and  chofen  guides  of  this  characler,  of  this 
fpirit  and  behaviour,  are  undoubtedly  required  by  the  apo- 
llle,  to  obey  and  fuhmit  themf elves  to  them. 

III.  I.  But  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  direcfUon  ?  This 
temains  to  be  confidered.  In  what  fenfe,  and  how  far, 
does  the  apoftlc  diretl  them,  to  obey  and  fiibmit  to  their  fpi- 
ritual  guides? 

If  we  attend  to  the  proper  fenfe  of  the  two  words  here 
ufed  by  the  apoflle,  we  may  obferve  that  the  former  of  them 
(;r«^gc9-j  from  7^«^^  to  perfuade)  refers  to  the  underftand- 
ing ;  the  latter,  vtrli^ci'vi  to  the  will  and  outward  behaviour^ 
To  begin  with  the  former.  What  influence  ought  our 
fpiritual  guides  to  have  over  our  underftanding?  We  dare 
no  more  call  our  fpiritual  fathers  Rabbi,  than  i\\c  fathers  cf 
tur  Jle/!j.  We  dare  no  more,  yield  implicit  faith  to  the 
former  than  to  the  latter.  In  this  fenfe  ofie  is  our  Majler 
(or  rather  Teacher )  who  is  in  heaven.  But  whatever  fubmif- 
fion,  of  even  our^  underftanding,  i^  fhort  of  this,  we  may, 
nay,  we  ought  to  yield  to  them. 

2.  To  explain  this  a  little  farther.  St.  James  ufes  a 
word  which  is  nearly  allied  to  flie  former  of  thefc.  The 
ivlfdom  ivhich  is  from  aboi)ey  is  cyx«5^?  eafy  to  be  ccfivincedy  or 
to  be  perfuaded.  Now  if  we  ought  to  have  and  to  fliew  this 
wifdom  toward  all  men ;  we  ought  to  have  it  in  a  more 
eminent  degree,  and  to  fhew  it  upon  every  occafion,  to- 
ward thofe  that  watch  over  our  fouls.  With  regard  to  thefe, 
above  all  other  men,-  we  (hould  be  eafy  to  be  intrented:  ea- 
fily  convinced  of  any  truth,  and  eafily  perfuaded  to  any 
thing  that  is  not  finful. 

3.  A  word  of  nearly  the  fame  import  w^ith  this,  is  fre- 
quently ufed  by  St.  Paul;  namely,  €V/««i?.  In  our  tranf- 
lation,  it  is  more  than  once  rendered  gentle.  But  perhaps 
it  might  be  more  properly  rendered  (if  the  word  may  be 
allowed)  yielding;  ready  to  yields  to  give  up  otir  own  will,  in 
every  thing  that  is  not  a  point  of  duty.  This  amiable  tem- 
per every  real  chriftian  enjoys,  and  fliews  in  his  intercourfe 
with  all  men.  But  he  (hews  it  in  a  particular  manner,  to- 
ward thofe  that  watch  over  his  foul.  He  is  not  only  wil- 
ling to  receive  anv  iallraflion  from  them,   to  be  convinced 
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of  any  thing  which  he  did  not  know  before :  to  lie  open 
to  their  advice,  and  glad  to  receive  admonition  or  reproof: 
but  is  ready  to  give  up  his  own  will,  whenever  he  can  do 
it  with  a  clear  confcience.  Whatever  they  defire  him  to 
do,  he  does ;  if  it  be  not  forbidden  in  the  word  of  GOD. 
Whatever  they  defire  him  to  refrain  from,  he  does  fo ; 
if  it  be  not  enjoined  in  the  word  of  GOD.  This  is  plain- 
ly implied  in  thofe  words  of  the  apolUe,  Submit  yourfelves 
to  them:  yield  to  them:  give  up  your  own  will.  This  is 
meet,  and  right,  and  your  bounden  duty,  if  they  do-indeed 
watch  over  your  fouls,  as  they  that  (liall  give  account.  If 
you  do  thus  obey  and  fitbmit  your/elves  to  them^  they  v/ill  give 
an  account  of  you  with  joy;  not  ivith  groaning^  as  they  muft 
other  wife  do :  for  although  they  fhould  be  clear  of  your 
blood,  yet  that  would  be  u7iprojitable  to  you :  yea,  a  prelude  of 
eternal  damnation. 

How  acceptable  to  GOD  was  an  inflance  of  obedience, 
fomewhat  fimilar  to  this!  You  have  a  large  and  particular 
account  of  it  in  the  thirty-fifth  chapter  of  Jeremiah.  The 
nvord  of  the  Lord  came  to  Jeremiah,  faying^  Go  unto  the  houfe 
of  the  Rechabites,  and  give  them  wine  to  drifih.  Then  I 
took  the  whole  houfe  of  the  Rechabites  (ail  the  heads  of  their 
families)  andfet  before  them  pots  full  of  wine ^  and  f aid  iin-^ 
to  themy  Drink  ye  wine :  but  they  faid^  We  will  drink  no 
wine:  for  Jonadab  (a  great  man  in  the  reign  of  Jehu )  the 
fon  of  Rechab,  from  whom  we  are  named,  being  the  fa- 
ther of  our  family,  commanded  uSy  Te  fhall  drink  no  wine^ 
neither  ye  nor  your  fons  for  ever.  And  ive  have  obeyed  the 
voice  of  ]on2LAdih  our  father^  in  all  that  he  charged^  us.  We 
do  not  know  any  particular  reafon  why  Jonadab  gave  this 
charge  to  his  pofterity.  But  as  it  was  not  fmful,  they  gave 
this  ftrong  inftance  of  gratitude  to  their  great  benefaflor. 
And  how  pleafing  this  was  to  the  Father  of  their  fpirits, 
we  learn  from  the  words  that  follow.  And  Jeremiah  /aid 
unto  the  Rechabites^  Becaufe  ye  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  Jona- 
dab your  father y  therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  of  hojlsy  ]0' 
Xizduh  JJjall  not  want  a  man^    to  f  and  before  me  for  ever. 

5.  Now  it  is  certain,  chriftians  owe  full  as  much  grati- 
tude and  obedience,  to  thofe  that  watch  over  their  fouls, 

as 
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as  ever  the  houfe  of  the  Rechabltes  owed  to  Jonadab  the  fon 
of  Rechah.  And  we  cannot  doubt,  but  the  Lord  is  as  well- 
pleafed  with  our  obedience  to  thefe,  as  ever  he  was  with 
their  obedience  to  Jonadab.  If  he  was  fo  well-pleafed  with 
the  gratitude  and  obedience  of  this  people  to  their  temporal 
benefador,  have  we  not  all  reafon  to  believe,  He  is  full  as 
well-pleafed  with  the  gratitude  and  obedience  of  chriftians, 
to  thofe  who  derive  far  greater  bleffings  to  them,  than  ever 
Jonadab  conveyed  to  his  pofterity  ? 

6.  It  may  be  of  ufe,  yet  again  to  confider.  In  what  in- 
ftances  is  it  the  duty  of  chtiftians  to  obey  and  fubmit  them* 
felves  to  thofe  that  watch  over  their  fouls.  Now  the  things 
which  they  enjoin,  rauit  be  either  enjoined  of  GOD,  or 
forbidden  by  him,  or  indifferent.  In  things  forbidden  of 
GOD  we  dare  not  obey  them ;  for  we  are  to  obey  GOD 
rather  than  man.  In  things  enjoined  of  GOD,  we  do  not 
properly  obey  Them,  but  our  common  Father.  Therefore 
if  we  are  to  obey  them  at  all,  it  mud  be  in  things  indiffer- 
ent. The  fum  is,  It  is  the  duty  of  every  private  chrillian, 
to  obey  his  fpiritual  paftor,  by  either  doing,  or  leaving  un- 
done, any  thing  of  an  indifferent  nature;  any  thing  that 
is  in  no  way  determined  in  the  word  of  GOD. 

7.  But  how  little  is  this  underftood  in  the  protejlant 
world?  At  lead,  in  Engla7id  and  Ireland?  Who  is  there, 
even  among  thofe  that  are  fuppofed  to  be  good  chriftians, 
who  dreams  there  is  fuch  a  duty  as  this  ?  And  yet  there 
is  not  a  more  exprefs  command,  either  in  the  old  or  the 
new  teftament.  No  words  can  be  more  clear  and  plain  :  no 
command  more  direft  and  pofitive.  Therefore  certainly 
none  who  receive  the  fcripturc  as  the  word  of  GOD,  can 
live  in  the  habitual  breach  of  this,  and  yet  plead  innocence. 
Such  an  inllance  of  wilful,  or  at  leaft  carelefs  difobedience, 
miift  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  GOD.  It  cannot  but  hin- 
der the  grace  of  GOD  from  having  its  full  efFeft  upon  the 
heart.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  this  very  difobedience 
may  be  one  caufe  of  the  deadnefs  of  many  fouls :  one  rea- 
fon of  their  not  receiving  thofe  bleffings,  which  they  feek 
with  fome  degree  of  fincerity. 

8.  It 
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8.  It  remains  only,  to  make  a  (hort  application  of  \v2iut 
has  now  been  delivered. 

You  that  read  this,  do  you  apply  it  to  yourfelf  ?  Do  you 
exarnine  yourfelf  thereby  ?  Do  not  you  ftop  your  own 
growth  ia  grace,  if  not  by  wilful  difobedier^ce  to  this  com- 
mand J  yet  by  a  carelefs  inattention  to  it,  by  not  confider- 
ing  it,  as  the  importance  of  it  deferves  ?  If  fo,  you  defraud 
yourfelf  of  many  buffings,  which  you  might  enjoy.  Or, 
are  you  of  a  better  mind,  of  a  more  excellent  fpirit  ?  Is  it 
your  fixt  refolution  and  your  conflant  endeavour,  to  obey 
them  that  have  ik^  rule  ever  you  hi  the  Lord  P  To  fubmit 
yourfelf  as  cheerfully  to  your  fpiritual,  as  to  your  natural 
parents  ?  Do  you  aik,  "  Wherein  Ibould  I  fubmit  to 
them  ?"  The  anfwer  has  been  given  already :  not  in  thinga 
enjoined  of  GOD:  not  in  things  forbidden  by  him  j  but 
in  things  indifferent;  in  all  that  are  not  determined  one 
way  or  the  other,  by  the  oracles  of  GOD.  It  is  true, 
this  cannot  be  done  in  fome  inllances,  without  a  confidera- 
ble  degree  of  felf-denial,  when  they  advife  you  to  refrain 
from  fomething  that  is  agreeable  to  flefh  and  blood.  And 
it  cannot  be  obeyed  in  other  inilances,  without  takiiig  up 
your  crofs :  without  fuffering  fome  pain  or  inconvenience, 
that  is  not  agreeable  to  flefh  and  blood.  For  that  folemn 
declaration  of  cur  Lord  has  place  here,  as  well  as  on  a 
thoufand  other  occafjons,  Except  a  man  deny  himfelf  and 
take  up  his  crofs  daily y  he  cannot  he  7ny  dffciple.  But  thi>s  will 
not  affright  you,  if  you  refolve  to  be,  not  only  almqft,  but 
altogether  a  chriftian :  if  you  determine  to  light  the  good 
fight  of  faith,  '4nd  lay  hold  on  eternal  life. 

9.  I  would  nqw  apply  myfelf  in  a  more  particular  raan^ 
ner  to  you^  who  defire  me  to  watch  over  your  fouls.  Do 
yon  make  it  a  point  of  confcience  to  obey  me  for  my  Mailer's 
fake?  To  fubmit.  your/elves  to  me  in  things  indifferent;  things 
not  determined  in  the  word  of  GOD  ?  In  all  things  that 
are  not  enjoined,  nor  yet  forbidden  in  fcripture  ?  Are  you 
eafy  to  he  intreated^  as  by  men  in  general,  fo  my  me  in  ptir-r 
ticubr  ?  Eafy  to  be  convinced  of  any  truth,  however  con- 
trary to  your  former  prejudices  ?  And  eafy  to  be  perfuad- 
ed  to  d(^  or  fgrbcar  any  indifferent  thing  at  my  defire  ?    You 

cannot 
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cannot  but  fee,  that  all  this  is  clearly  contained  in  the  very 
words  of  the  text.  And  you  cannot  but  acknowledge,  that 
it  is  highly  reafonable  for  you  fo  to  do,  if  I  do  employ  all 
my  time,  all  my  fubftance,  all  my  ftrength  both  of  body 
and  foul,  not  in  feeking  my  own  honour,  or  pkafure ;  but 
in  promoting  your  prefent  and  eternal  falvation  :  if  I  do  in- 
deed ivatck  aver  your  fouls  as  one  that  mujl  give  account* 

10.  Do  you  then  take  my  advice  (I  ailc  in  the  prefence 
of  GOD  and  all  the  world)  with  regard  to  drefi?    I  pub- 
liflied  that  advice  above  thirty  years  ago :  I   have  repeated 
it  a  thoufand  times  fmce.  I  have  advifed  you  not  to  be  con- 
formable to  the  world  herein  :  to  lay  afide  all  needlefs  or- 
naments \  to  avoid  all  neediefs  expence ;   to  be  patterns  of 
plainnefs  to  all  that  are  round  about  you.     Have  you  taken 
this  advice  ?     Have  you  all,  men  and  v/omen,  young  and 
old,  rich  and  pooy,  laid  afide  all  thofe  needlefs  ornaments, 
which  I  particularly  objefted  to  ?     Are  you  all  exemplarily 
plain  in  your  apparel  ?     As  plain  as  Quakers  (fo  called)  or 
Moravians  ?  If  not,  if  you  are  ftill  drefled  like  the  generality 
of  people  of  your  own  rank  and  fortune,  you  declare  here- 
by to  all  the  world,  that  you  will  not  obey  them  that  are 
over  you  in  the  Lord.     You  declare,  in  open  defiance   of 
GOD  and  man,  that  you  will  noifubmit  your/elves  to  them. 
Many  of  you  carry  your  fins  on  your  forehead,  openlv  and 
in  the  face  of  the  fun.     You  harden  your  hearts  againft  in- 
ilruftion  and  againft  conviftion :  you  harden  one  another: 
efpecially  thofe  of  you  that  were  once  convinced,  and  have 
now  ftifled  your  convictions.    You  encourage  one  another, 
to  ftop   your  ears   againft  the  truth,  and    fliut  your  eyes 
againft  the  light,  left   haply  you  fiaould  fee,  that  you  are 
fighting  againft   GOD,   and  againft  your  own  fouls.     If  I 
were  now  called  to  give  an  account   of  you,  it  would  be 
with  groansy  and  not  ivith  joy.     And  fure  that  would  be  un^ 
profitable  for  you :  the  lofs  would  fall  upon  your  own  head. 

1 1.  I  fpeak  &11  this  on  fuppofition  (though  that  is  a  fup- 
pofition  not  to  be  made)  that  the  bible  was  filent  on  this 
head :  that  the  fcripture  faid  nothing  concerning  drefsy  and 
left  it  to  every  one's  own  difcretion.  But  if  all  other  texts 
were  filent,  this  is  enough,  Submit  .yourfelves  to  them  that  are 

over 
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ever  you  In  the  Lord.  I  bind  this  upon  your  confclences, 
in  the  fight  of  GOD.  Were  it  only  in  obedience  to 
this  direftion,  you  cannot  be   clear  before   GOD,  unlefs 

vou  throw  afide  all  needlefs  ornaments*  in  utter   defiance 

J-  *  , 

of  that  tyrant  of  fools,  fafliion  ;  unlefs  you  feek  only  to 
be  adorned  with  good  works,  as  men  and  women  profefT- 
ing  godlinefs. 

12.  Perhaps  you  will  fay,  "  This  is  only  a  little  thing: 
it  is  a  mere  trifle.'^  I  anfwer,  If  it  be,  you  are  the  more 
inexcufable  before  GOD  and  man.  What!  Will  you 
difobey  a  plain  commandment  of  GOD  for  a  mere  trifle? 
GOD  forbid  !  Is  it  a  trifle  to  fin  againft  GOD  ?  To  fet 
his  authority  at  nought  ?  Is  this  a  little  thing?  Nay,  re- 
member. There  can  be  no  little  fin,  till  we  can  find  a 
little  god  !  Mean  time  be  affured  of  one  thing :  the  more 
confcientiouily  you  obey  your  fpiritual  guides,  the  more; 
p^owerfuUy  will  GOD  apply  the  word,  which  they  fpeak 
in  his  name,  to  your  heart !  The  more  plentifully  will 
he  water  what  is  fpoken,  with  the  dew  of  his  bleffing : 
jmd  the  more  proofs  will  you  have,  it  is  not  only  they  that 
fpeak,  but  the  Spirit  of  your  Father  who  fpcaketh  in  them. 

'Brljlol^  March  18,    x  7  85. 
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An   extract 

Of  the  Rtvd.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY's  Journal^ 

F^om  Aiigufl  1 2th,  1738,  to  November  ill,    1739. 

£  Cou  tinned  from  page  443.] 

^  UFFER  me  nov/,  to  tell  you  ?ny  principles  in  this 
l^  rnatter.  I  look  upon  ail  the  world  zs  my  pari/h ;  thus 
far  I  mean,  that  in  whatever  part  of  it  I  am,  I  judge  it 
meet,  right,  and  my  bounden  duty,  to  declare  unto  all  that 
are  willing  to  hear,  the  glad  tidings  of  falvatioru  This  is 
the  work  v/hich.I  know  GOD  has  called  me  to.  And  furc 
I  am,  that  his  bleiTing  attends  it.  Great  encouragement 
have  I  therefore  to  be  faithful  in  fulnlling  the  work  he  hatli 
given  me  to  do.  His  fervant  I  am,  and  as  fuch  am  em- 
ployed (glory  be  to  him)  day  and  night  in  his  fervice.  I 
am  employed  according  to  the  plain  direftion  of  his  word, 
m  I  have  opportunity  of  doing  good  unto  all  mcn^  And  his 
providence  clearly  concurs  with  his  word ;  which  has  dif- 
engaged  me  from  all  things  elfe,  that  I  might  fingly  attend 
on  this  very  thing,  and  go  about  doing  good. 

If  you  aik,  '^  How  can  this  be  ?  How  can  one  do  goad, 
of  whom,  men  fay  all  7nanner  of  evil  ?^^  I  will  put  you  in 
mind  (though  you  once  knew  this,  yea,  and  much  eftablifh- 
ed  me  in  that  great  truth)  the  more  evil  men  fay  of  me  for 
my  Lord's  fake,  the  more  good  will  he  do  by  me.  l^hat  it  is 
for  his  fake  I  know  and  he  knoweth,  and  the  event  agreetli 
thereto ;  for  he  mightily  confirms  the  words  I  fpeak,  by  the 
Holy  Ghoic  given  unto  thofc  that  hear  them.  O  my  friend, 
my  heart  is  moved  toward  you.  I  fear,  you  have  herein 
made  Ihipwreck  of  the  faith.  I  fear,  Satan^  transformed 
into  an  angel  of  lighty  hath  aflaulted  you,  and  prevailed  al- 
fo.  I  fear,  that  offspring  of  hell,  worldly  or  myfic  pru-^ 
dence^  has  drawn  you  away  from  the  fimplicity  of  the  gof- 
pel.  How  elfe  could  you  ever  conceive,  that  the  being  re- 
viled and  hated  of  all  7nen^  fhould  make  us  lefs  fit  for  our 
Mailer's  fervice  ?  How  elfe  could  you  ever  think,  oi  fav^ 
ing  yourfclf  and  them  that  hear  you,  without  being  the  fith 

and 
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and  of-fcour'wg  of  the  world F  To  this  hour,  is  this  fcrip* 
ture  true.  And  I  therein  rejoice,  yea,  and  luill  rejoice. 
Bleffed  be  GOD,  I  enjoy  the  reproach  of  Chrift  !  O  may 
you  alfo  be  vile,  exceeding  vile  for  his  fake  !  GOD  for- 
bid that  you  ftould  ever  be  other  than  generally  fcandalous. 
I  had  almoft  faid^  univerfally.  If  any  man  tell  youj  there 
is  a  new  way  of  following  Chrift,  he  h  a  liar  and  the  truth 
is  not  in  him*. 

I  anty   i^c, 

Wednefday  13.  In  the  morning  I  cdme  to  London^  and 
after  receiving  the  holy  communion  at  IJlingion^  I  had 
once  more  an  opportunity  of  feeing  my  mother,  whom  t 
had  not  feen  fince  my  return  from  Germany, 

I  cannot  but  mention  an  odd  circumftance  here.  I  had 
read  her  a  p^per  in  Jime  laft  year,  containing  a  fliort  ac- 
count of  what  had  pafled  in  my  own  foul,  till  within  a  it^ 
clays  of  that  time.  She  greatly  approved  it,  and  faid^ 
"  She  heartily  blefled  GOD,  who  had  brought  me  to  fo 
tuft  a  way  of  thinking."  "While  1  was  in  Germany^  a  copy  of 
that  paper  was  fent  (without  my  knowledge)  to  one  of  my 
relations.  He  fent  an  account  of  it  to  my  mother^  whom 
I  now  found  under  ftrange  fears  concerning  me,  being  con- 
vinced by  *^  an  account  taken  from  one  of  7ny  own  papers^ 
that  I  had  greatly  erred  from  the  faith."  I  could*  not  con- 
ceive, what  paper  that  ihould  be ;  but  on  enquiry  found  it 

was  the  fame  I  had  read  her  myfelf. Kow  hard  is  it  to 

form  a  true  judgment  6f  any  perfon  or  thing,  from  the  ac-* 
count  of  a  prejudiced  relater !  Yea,  though  he  be  ever 
fo  honeft  a  man :  for  he  who  gave  this  relation,  v/as  one 
of  unqueftionable  veracity.  And  yet  by  hhftncere  account 
of  a  writing  which  lay  before  his  eyes,  was  the  truth  fo 
totally  difguifed,  that  my  mother  knew  not  the  paper  fhe 
iiad  heard  from  end  to  end,  nor  I  that  I  had  myleJf 
wrote. 

At  6  I  warned  the  women  at  Fetter4ane  (knowing  how* 
they  had  been  lately  ftiaken)  not  to  believe  every  fpir it y  hut  to 
frythe  fpiritsy  whether  they  were  of  GOD,  Our  brethren 
met  at  ^,  when  it  pleafed  GOD  to  remove  many   mifun- 

derftaudings 
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derftandings  and  offences  that  had  crept  in  among  them : 
and  to  reftore  in  good  meafure  the  fpirit  of  love  and  of  a 
found  mind. 

Thurfday  1 4.  I  went  with  Mr.  Whitefield  to  Bladheath^ 
where  were,  I  believe,  twelve  or  fourteen  thoufand  people. 
He  a  little  furprifed  me,  by  defiring  me  to  preach  in  his 
ftead;  which  I  did  (though  nature  recoiled)  on  my  fa- 
vourite fubjecl,  Jefus  Chrifi^  who  of  GOD  is  made  unto  us, 
lOifdomj  righteoufnefsy  fan^lificatiGn^  and  redemption. 

I  was  greatly  moved  with  compalTion  for  the  rich  that 
w^ere  there,  to  whom  I  made  a  particular  application.  Some 
of  them  feemed  to  attend,  while  others  drove  away  their 
coaches  from  fo  uncouth  a  preacher. 

Friday  15.  I  had  much  talk  with  one  who  is  called  jjl 
Quaker.  But  he  could  not  receive  my  faying.  I  was  too 
Jlri^  ior  him,  znd  Ulked  of  fuch  a  perfection y  as  he  could 
not  think  necefciry  :  benig  perfuaded,  there  was  no  harm  in 
coftly  apparel,  provided  it  was  plain  and  grave :  nor  in 
putting  fcarlet  or  gold  upon  our  houfesy  fo  it  were  not  upon 
€ur  clothes. 

In  the  evening  I  went  to  a  fociety  at  Wapping^  weary  iu 
body,  and  faint  in  fpirit.  I  intended  to  fpeak  on  Romans 
iii.  19.  but  could  not  tell  how  to  open  my  mouth :  and  all 
the  time  we  v/ere  finging,  my  mind  was  full  of  fome  place, 
I  knew  not  where,  in  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews.  I  beg- 
ged GOD  to  dire£l,  and  opened  the  book  on  Heh.  x.  19. 
Having  therefore^  hrethren^  boldnefs  to  eriter  into  the  holiefi  by 
the  blood  of  JefuSy  by  a  new  and  living  way  which  he  hath 
confe  crated  for  us^  through  the  veil^  that  is  to  fay^  his  flefb  ; 

let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  hearty  in  full  affurance  of 

faith y  having  our  hearts  fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience^  and 
our  bodies  wafhed  with  pure  water.  While  I  was  earnellly 
inviting  all  finners  to  enter  into  the  holiefi  by  this  new  and 
living  woyy  many  of  thofe  that  heard,  began  to  call  up- 
on GOD,  with  ftrong  cries  and  tears.  Some  funk  down, 
and  there  remained  no  ftrength  in  them ,  others  exceeding- 
ly trembled  and  quaked ;  fome  were  torn  with  a  kind  of 
convulfive  motion  in  every  part  of  their  bodies,  and  that  fo 
violently  tliat  often  four  or  five  perfons  could  not  hold  one 
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of- them.  I  have  feen  many  hyfterical  and  many  epileptic 
fits ;  but  none  of  them  were  hke  thefe,  in  many  refpefts. 
I  immediately  prayed,  «  that  GOD  would  not  fufFer  thofe 
who  were  weak  to  be  offended."  But  one  woman  was 
greatly ;  bemg  fure  <^  they  might  help  it  if  they  would,  no 
one  (liould  perfuade  her  to  the  contrary ;"  and  was  got 
three  or  four  yards,  when  fiie  alfo  dropt  down  in  as  violent 
an  agony  as  the  reft.  Twenty-fix  of  thofe  who  had  been 
much  afFe£led  (moft  of  whom,  during  the  prayers  which 
were  made  for  them,  were  in  a  moment  filled  with  peace 
and  joy)  promifed  to  call  upon  me  the  next  day.  But  only 
eighteen  came ;  by  talking  clofely  with  whom  I  found  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  forae  of  them  had  gone  home  to  their 
houfe,  juftified.  The  reft  feemed  to  be  patiently  waiting 
for  It. 

Saturday  1 6.  "We  met  at  Fetter-lane^  to  humble  ourfelves 
before  GOD,  and  own  he  had  juftly  withdrawn  his  Spirit 
from  us,  for  our  manifold  unfaithfulnefs.  We  acknow- 
ledged our  having  grieved  him  by  our  divifions,  one  faying^ 
I  am  of'^'2M\\  another^  I  am  c/' Apollos :  by  our  leaning 
again  to  our  own  works,  and  trufting  in  them,  inftead  of 
Chrift :  by  our  refting  in  thofe  little  beginnings  of  fandlifi- 
caticn,  which  it  had  pleafed  him  to  work  in  our  fouls:  and 
above  all,  by  blafpheming  his  work  among  us,  imputing  it 
cither  to  nature,  to  the  force  of  imagination  and  animal 
fpirits,  or  even  to  the  delufion  of  the  devil.  In  that  hour, 
we  found  GOD  with  us  as  at  the  firft.  Some  fell  pro- 
ftrate  upon  the  ground.  Others  burft  out,  as  with  one 
confcnt,  into  loud  praife  and  thankfgiving.  And  many 
openly  teftified,  there  had  been  no  fuch  day  as  this,  fince 
"January  the  ift  preceding. 

Sunday  17.  I  preached  at  7  in  Upper  Moorfeldsy  to  (I  be- 
lieve) fix  or  feven  thoufand  people,  on,  Ho !  every  one  that 
thirjlethy  come  ye   to   the  %vaters.     In  the  afternoon,  I  faw 

poor  R — —  T ,   who  had  left  our   fociety,    and   the 

church.  We  did  not  difpute,  but  pray ;  and  in  a  fliort 
fpace  the  fcales  fell  off  from  his  eyes.  He  gladly  returned 
to  the  church,  and  was  in  the  evening  re-admitted  into  our 
focictv. 

At 
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"    At  5  I  preached  on  Kennington-Commony  io  about  fifteen 
thoufand  people,  on  thofe  words,  Look  unto  hhn^  and  he  ye 
favedy  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth. 

Monday  x8.  I  left  London  early  in  the  morning,  and  the 
next  evening  reached  Brljlol^  and  preached  (as  I  had  ap- 
pointed, if  GOD  (hould  permit)  to  a  numerous  congrega- 
tion. My  text  now  alfo  was.  Look  unto  hiniy  and  be  ye  fav^ 
edy  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth.  Hoiuel  Harris  called  upon  me 
an  hour  or  tv/o  after.  He  faid,  ^^  he  had  been  much  dlf- 
*'  fuaded  from  either  hearing  or  feeing  me,  by  many  who 
^^  faid  all  manner  of  evil  of  me.  But  (faid  he)  as  foon  as 
*^  I  heard  you  preach,  I  quickly  found  what  fpirit  you  was 
"  of.  And  before  you  had  done,  I  was  fo  overpowered 
<^  with  joy  and  love,  that  I  had  much  ado  to  walk  home.'^ 

It  is  fcarce  credible,  what  advantage  Satan  had  gained, 
during  my  abfence  of  only  eight  days.  Difputes  had  crept 
into  our  little  fociety,  fo  that  the  love  of  m.any  was  alrea- 
dy waxed  cold.  I  fliewed  them  the  ftate  they  were  in  the 
next  day  (both  at  Newgate  and  at  Baptyi-Mills  J  from  thofe 
words.  Simony  Simon y  behold  Satan  hath  defired  to  have  youy 
that  he  may  fift  you  as  %vheat.  And  when  we  met  in  the 
evening,  inllead  of  reviving  the  dii]:^ute,  we  all  betook  our- 
felves  to  prayer.  Our  Lord  was  with  us.  Our  divifions 
were  healed.  Mifunderftandings  vanilhed  away.  And  all 
our  hearts  were  fweetly  drawn  together,  and  united  as  at 
the  firfl;. 

Friday  22.  I  called  on  one  who  did  run  welly  till  he  was 
hindered  by  fome  of  thofe  called,  French  prophets.  W(y 
unto  the  prophets y  faith  the  Lordy  luho  prophefy  in  my  namey 
and  I  have  not  fe fit  them.  At  Weavers-Hall y  I  endeavoured 
to  point  them  out,  and  earneflly  exhorted  all  that  followed 
after  holinefs,  to  avoid  as  fire,  ail  who  do  not  fpeak  ac- 
cording to  the  laiu  and  the  tejlimony. 

In  the  afternoon  I  preached  at  the  FiJJj-P^fidsy  but  had 
no  life  or  fpirit  in  me ;  and  was  much  in  doubt,  whetlier 
GOD  v/ould  not  lay  me  afide,  and  fend  other  labourers 
into  his  harveft.  I  came  to  the  fociety  full  of  this  thought ; 
and  began  in  much  weaknefs  to  explain.  Beloved^  believe 
not  every  fpirit  y  hut  try  the  fpirit Sy  whether  thef  he  of  GOD. 

I  toUl 
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I  told  them,  ^^  they  were  not  to  judge  of  the  fpirlt  wherc« 
by  any  one  fpoke,  either  by  appearances^  or  by  common  re- 
port j.  or  by  their  own  inward  feelings.  No,  nor  by  any 
dreams,  vifions,  or  revelations,  fuppofed  to  be  made  to 
their  fouls,  any  more  than  by  their  tears,  or  any  involun- 
tary efFe£ls  wrought  upon  their  bodies."  I  warned  them^ 
*^  all  thefe  were  in  themfelves  of  a  doubtful,  difputable  na^ 
ture:  they  might  be  from  GOD;  and  they  might  not ;  and 
were  therefore  not  fimply  to  be  relied  on  (any  more  than 
{imply  to  be  condemned)  but  to  be  tried  by  a  farther  rule, 
to  be  brought  to  the  only  certain  tefc,  the  law  and  the  tefti- 
mcny."  While  I  was  fpeaking,  one  before  me  dropt  down 
as  deady  and  prefently  a  fecond  and  a  third.  Five  others^ 
funk  dovvm  in  half  an  hour,  mod  of  whom  were  in  violent 
agonies^  The  pains  2iS  cf  hell  came  about  them;  the  fnares 
of  death  overtook  them.  In  their  trouble  we  called  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  gave  us  an  anfwer  of  peace.  One  indeed 
continued  an  hour  in  ftrong  pain ;  and  one  or  two  more 
for  three  days.  But  the  reil  were  greatly  comforted  in  that 
hour,  and  went  away  rejoicing  and  praifing  GOD. 

Saturday  23.  I  fpoke  feverally  with  thofe  who  had  been 
fo  troubled  the  night  before.  Some  of  them,  I  foundj^. 
were  only  convinced  of  fin  •,  others  had  indeed  found  reft 
to  their  fouls.  This  evening  another  was  feized  with 
ftrong  pangs.  But  in  a  fliort  time  her  foul  alfo  was  deli- 
vered. 

Sunday  24.  As  I  was  riding  to  Rofe-Green^  In  a  fmooth, 
plain  part  of  the  road,  my  horfe  fuddenly  pitched  upon  hia 
head,  and  rolled  over  and  over.  I  received  no  other  hurt 
than  a  little  bruife  on  one  fide,  which  for  the  prefent  I  felt 
not,  but  preached  without  pain  to  fix  or  feven  thoufand 
people  on  that  important  direction.  Whether  ye  eat  or  drinhy 
or  %vhatever  ye  doy  do  all  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  In  the  even- 
ing a  girl  of  thirteen  or  fourteen,  and  four  or  five  other 
perfons,  fom.e  of  whom  had  felt  the  power  of  GOD  be- 
fore, were  deeply  convinced  of  fin,  and  with  fighs  and 
groans  which  could  not  be  uttered,  called  upon  GOD  for 
deliverance. 

Monday 
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Monday  25.  About  10  in   the   morning>    J — e  C r» 

as  ftie  was  fitting  at  work,  was  fuddenly  feized  with  griev- 
ous terrors  of  mind,  attended  with  ftrong  trembling.  Thus 
fhe  continued  all  the  afternoon  5  but  at  the  fociety  in  the 
Evening  GOD  turned  her  heavinefs  into  joy.  Five  or  fix 
others  were  alfo  cut  to  the  heart  this  day ;  and  foon  after 
found  him  'ujl'o/e  hafids  make  ivhole :  as  did  one  likewife^ 
who  had  been  mourning  many  months,  without  any  to 
comfort  her. 

Tticfday  26.  I  preached  near  the  houfe  we  had  a  few 
days  before  began  to  build  for  a  fchool,  in  the  middle  of 
JCingswoodj  under  a  little  fycamore-tree,  during  a  violent 
ftorm  of  rain,  on  thofe  words,  jis  the  rain  cometh  down 
from  heaveuy  and  returneth  not  thither^  but  nvatereth  the  earthy 

and  maketh  it  bring  forth  and  bud : So  JJjall  my  nxjord  bi 

that  goeth  out  of  my  mouth  ;  it  fiall  ?iot  return  unto  we  void. 
But  it  fJjall  accomplijh  that  ivhich  I  pleafe,  and  it  JhaJl profper 
in  the  thing  whereto  I  fend  it. 

Three  pt^rfons  terribly  felt  the  wr-th  of  GOD  abiding 
on  them,  at  the  fociety  this  evening.  But  upon  prayer 
made  in  their  behalf,  he  was  pleafed  foon  to  lift  up  the 
light  of  his  countenance  upon  them. 

Friday  29.  I  preached  in  a  part  of  Kingswoody  where  I 
never  had  been  before.  The  places  in  Kifigswood  where  I 
now  ufually  preached  were  thefe ;  once  a  fortnight,  a  little 
above  Connaniy  a  village  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  wood ;  on 
S/i^W^j?  morning,  nf^x  Hannam-Mount :  once  a  fortnip-ht, 
at  the  fchool-houfe,  in  the  middle  of  Kingswood.  On  Sun^ 
day  in  the  evening  at  Rofe-Gveen ;  and  once  a  fortnight 
near  the  Fifj-Pondsy  on  the  north  fide  of  the  wood. 

Saturday  30.  At  W^eavers-Hally  feven  or  eight  perfons 
were  conftrained  to  roar  aloud,  while  the  fword  of  the  Spi- 
rit was  dividing  a/under  their  fouls  and  fpirits,  and  joints 
and  marrow.  But  they  were  all  relieved  upon  prayer,  and 
hngpraifes  unto  our  GOD  and  unto  the  Lamb  that  Uveth  for 
iver  and  ever.    * 

I  gave  a  particular  account,  froni  time  to  time,  of  the 
manner  wherein  GOD  here  carried  on  his  work  to  thofe 
whom  I  believed  to  dqfire  the  increafe  of  his  kino-dom, 

with 
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With  whom  I  had  any  opportunity  of  correfponding.  Part 
of  the  anfwer,  which  I  received  (fome  time  after)  from  one 
of  thefe  I  cannot  but  here  fubjoin. 

ID  E  S I  R  E  to  blefs  my  Lord,  for  the  good  and  great 
news  your  letter  bears,  about  the  Lord's  turning  many 
{onhjrom  darknefs  to  light  ^  and  from  the  poiver  of  Satan  un- 
to GOD  ;  and  that  fuch  a  great  and  effeBual  door  is  opened 
among  you,  as  the  many  adverfaries  cannot  (hut.  O  may 
he  that  hath  the  keys  of  the  houfe  of  David,  that  ope  net  h  and 
no  man  fmtteth^  and  fhntteth  and  no  tnan  openethy  fet  the 
door  of  faith  more  and  more  open  among  you,  till  his 
houfe  be  filled,  and  till  he  gather  together  the  outcafts  of 
IfraeL  And  may  that  prayer  for  the  adverfaries  be  heard, 
fill  their  faces  with  fhame^  that  they  7nay  feek  thy  name^  O 
Lord* 

As  to  the  outward  manner  you  fpeak  of,  wherein  molt 
of  them  were  afFeflied  who  were  cut  to  the  heart  by  the 
fword  of  the  Spirit,  no  wonder  that  this  was  at  firft  furprif- 
ing  to  you,  fince  they  are  indeed  fo  very  rare,  that  have 
been  thus  pricked  and  wounded.  Yet  fomq  of  the  in- 
ftances  you  give,  feem  to  be  exemplified  in  the  outward 
manner  wherein  Paul  and  the  jailer  were  at  firft  aflefted : 
as  alfo  Peter's  hearers,  j^Hs  ii.  The  laft  inftance  you  gave, 
of  fome  ftruggling  as  in  the  agonies  of  death,  and  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  that  four  or  five  ftrong  men  can  hardly  re- 
ftrain  a  v/eak  woman  from  hurting  herfelf  or  others  :  this 
is  to  me  fomewhat  more  inexplicable  :  if  it  do  not  refemble 
the  child  fpokea  of^  Mark  ix.  26.  and  Luke  ix.  42.  Of 
whom  it  is  faid,  that  ivhile  he  tvas  yft'a  corning^  the  devil 
threiv  him  don.vn  and  tare  him.  Or  what  influence  flidden 
and  fharp  awakenings  may  have  upon  the  body  I  pretend 
not  to  explain.  But  I  make  no  queftion,  Satan,  fo  far  as 
he  (jets  power,  may  exert  himfelf  on  fuch  occafions,  partly 
to  hinder  the  good  work  in  the  perfons  who  are  thus  touch- 
ed with  the  fharp  arrov/s  of  convidlion,  and  partly  to  dif-* 
parage  the  work  of  GOD,  as  if  it  tended  to  lead  people 
to  diilraclion. — However,  the  merciful  iilue  of  thefe  con- 

Aids 
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flidls  In  the  converfion  of  the  perfons  thus  afFefted,  is  the 
main  thing. 

When  they  are  brought  by  the  faving  arm  of  GOD  to 
receive  Chrift  Jefus,  to  have  joy  and  peace  in  beheving,  and 
then  to  walk  in  him,  and  give  evidence  that  the  work  is  a 
faving  work  at  length,  whether  more  quickly  or  gradually 
accomplifhed,  there  is  great  matter  of  praife. 

All  the  outward  appearances  of  people's  being  affefted 
among  us,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  two  forts;  one  is,  hear- 
ing with  a  clofe,  filent  attention,  with'  gravity  and  greedi- 
nefs,  difcovered  by  fixt  looks,  weeping  eyes,  and  forrowful 
or  joyful  countenances:  another  fort  is,  when  they  lift  up 
their  voice  aloud,  fome  more  deprefledly,  and  others  more 
highly ;  and  at  times,  the  whole  multitude  in  a  flood  of 
tears,  all  as  it  were  crying  out  at  once,  till  their  voice  be 
ready  to  drown  the  minifter's,  that  he  can  fcarce  be  heard 

for  the  weeping  noife  that  furrounds  him. The  influence 

on  fome  of  thefe,  like  a  land-flood,  dries  up ;  we  hear  of 
no  change  wrought.  But  in  others,  it  appears  in  the  fruits 
of  righteoufnefs,  and  the  tradl  of  a  holy  converfation. — 

May  the  Lord  ftrengthen  you  to  go  on  in  his  work  I 
and  in  praying  for  the  coming  of  his  kingdom  with  you 
and  us,  and  I  hope  you  fliall  not  be  forgotten  among  us,  in 
our  joint  applications  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

/  am^  reverend f  and  dear  Sir, 
Tour  very  affeElionate  Brother  and  Servafit  in  ChriJIj 

R.  E. 

^  [  Ccn  tinned  at  page  538.] 


THE    LIFE    AND    DEATH    OF 

The  Reverend  JOHN  FLETCHER, 

[ Cofiiinued  from  page  453.] 


^c 


T  would  have  remained  a  fecret  in  this  kingdom, 
even  to  his  moft  intimate  friends,  that  he  was  of  fo 
great  a  family,  had  not  Mr.  Ireland  gone  over  with  him  to 

Switzerland : 
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Szvitzerland :  where  he  Vv'as  fiirprifed  to  find  Mr.  Fletchers 
relations  fome  of  the  firfl  people  in  the  country. 

"  Blejfed  are  they  that  mourn^  faid  the  Lord  Jefus.  And 
this  bleffednefs  was  as  certainly  his  as  the  former.  He  was 
a  man  of  a  ferious  fpirit,  one  that  flood  at  the  utmoft  dif- 
tance  from  levity  of  every  kind.  Though  he  was  conftantly 
cheerful,  as  rejoicing  in  hope  of  his  heavenly  inheritance, 
yet  had  he  too  deep  a  fenfe  of  his  own  wants,  and  the 
wants  of  the  church  of  GOD,  as  alfo  of  the  fins  and  mi- 
feries  of  mankind,  to  be  at  any  time  light  or  trifling.  I 
have  a  letter  before  me  (dated  Dec.  1771)  which  at  once 
gives  us  a  picture  of  his  ferioufnefs^  watchfuhiefs,  and 
earneftnefs;  and  contains  advices  well  deferving  the  confi- 
deration  of  all  that  fear  GOD. "  There  is  undoubt- 
edly,'' faid  he,  "  fuch  a  thing  as  ih^fidl  affurancc  of  faith. 
Be  not  difcouraged  on  account  of  thoufands  who  ftop  fhort 
of  it:  it  is  our  own  fault,  if  we  do  not  attain. — GOD 
would  give  us  ample  fatisfa£lion  if  we  did  but  deeply  feel 
our  wants.  Both  you  and  I  want  a  deeper  awakening, 
which  will  produce  a  death  to  outward  things  and  fpecuia/ 
live  knowledge.  Let  us  fhut  our  eyes  to  the  gilded  clouds 
without  us:  let  us  draw  inward,  and  fearch  after  GOD, 
if  haply  we  may  find  him.  Let  us  hold  our  confidence, 
though  we  are  often  conftraincd  againft  hope  to  believe 
in  hope.  But  let  us  not  reil  in  our  confidence,  as  thou- 
fands do:  let  it  help  us  to  ftruggle  and  wait,  till  he  come. 
Let  us  habituate  ourfelves  to  live  inwardly.  This  will  fo* 
lemnize  us,  and  prevent  our  trifling  with  the  things  of 
GOD.  We  may  be  thankful  for  what  we  have  without 
refting  in  it.  We  may  ftrivc,  and  yet  not  truft  in  cur 
ftriving,  but  expert  all  from  divine  grace." 

«^  Four  or  five  years  after,  he  fays,  <^  I  fend  this  to  en- 
quire after  your  welfare,  and  to  let  you  know,  that  though 
I  am  pretty  well  in  body,  yet  I  break  fail.  But  I  want  to 
break  failer  in  my  fpirit  than  1  do.  Yet,  blefied  be  GOD, 
I  have  been  in  fuch  pinching,  grinding  circumllances  for 
near  a  year,  by  a  ferles  of  providential  and  domellic  trials, 
us  have  given  me  fome  deadly  blows.  I  am  not  without 
Lope  of  fetting  my  eyes  en   you  once  m.ore.     Mr.   Wefley 

kindly 
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kindly  invites  me  to  travel  with  him,  and  vifit  fome  of  the 
focieties.  I  feel  an  inclination  to  break  one  of  my  chains> 
parochial  retirement,  which  may  be  a  neft  for  felf-indul- 
gence.     I  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  the  Lord/' 

"  Mean  time  he  mourned^  not  only  for  himfelf  and  his 
friends,  but  alfo  for  the  church  of  GOD.  <<  The  few 
profeffors,''  fays  he,  «^  which  I  fee  in  thefe  parts,  are  fo 
far  from  what  I  wifh  them  to  be,  that  I  cannot  but  cry  out. 
Lord,  how  long  wilt  thou  give  thy  heritage  up  to  defola- 
tion  ?  How  long  fliall  the  heathen  fay,  Where  is  now  their 
(indwelling)  GO  DP''  In  another  letter  (dated  May  8, 
1776)  he  writes,  "  I  fee  fo  little  fruit  in  thefe  parts,  that  I 
am  almofh  difheartened.  I  am  clofely  followed  with  the 
thought,  that  faith  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  ^Spirit  is  at  a 
very  low  ebb.  But  it  may  be  better  in  other  places.  I 
Ihall  be  glad  to  travel  a  little,  to  fee  the  goodnefs  of  the 
land.  May  GOD  make  and  keep  us  humble,  loving,  dif- 
interefted,  and  zealous." 

<«  Thefe  quotations  give  us  not  only  an  example  of  holy 
mournings  but  likewife  of  hungering  and  thirjiing  after  righte* 
Gufnefs.  In  this  he  was  peculiarly  worthy  our  imitation. 
He  never  refted  in  any  thing  he  had  either  experienced  or 
done  in  fpiritual  matters.  But  this  one  thing  he  did  :  yir- 
getting  thofe  things  that  were  behind^  and  reaching  forth  unto 
thofe  things  which  were  before  ^  he  prejfed  toward  the  mark  for 
the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  GOD  in  Chrifl  Jefus  :  he 
was  a  true  chriftian  racer,  always  on  the  ftretch  for  higher 
and  better  things.  Though  his  attainments,  both  in  expe- 
rience and  ufefulnefs>  were  above  the  common  ftandard,  yet 
the  language  of  his  converfation  and  behaviour  always  was. 
Not  as  though  I  had  already  attained^  either  were  already  per- 
feEled;  but  I  follow  after ^  if  by  any  means  I  may  apprehend 
That,  for  which  I  am  apprehended  of  Chrifl  Jefus.  He  had 
his  eye  upon  a  full  conformity  to  the  Son  of  GOD,  or 
what  the  apoftle  terms.  The  meafure  of  the  Jlature  of  the 
fulnefs  of  Chrifl.  Nor  could  he  be  fatisfied  with  any  thing 
lefs. 

<^  And  he  was  mee\y  like  his  Mafter,  as  well  as  lowly  in 
heart.     Not  that  he  was  fo  by  nature,  but  of  a  fiery,  pafli- 
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vnate  fpirit.  But  fo  thoroughly  tad  grace  fubdued  natufci 
{o  fully  was  he  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  that  for 
iTjany  years  before  his  death,  I  believe  he  was  never  obferv- 
ed  by  any  one,  friend  or  foe,  to  be  out  of  temper.  And 
yet  he  did  not  want  provocation,  and  that  fometimes  in  a 
high  degree,  efpecially  from  thofe  whofe  religious  fend- 
ments  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe.  One  of  thefe,  who 
once  loved  him  fo  well,  as  to  be  ready  to  pull  out  his  eyes 
for  him,  was  fo  exafperated  on  reading  his  fecond  Check, 
that  he  wrote  to  him  in  the  moft  bitter  terms.  But  none 
of  thefe  thaigs  moved  'him ;  no,  not  in  the  lead  degree. 
The  keeneft  word  he  ufed  upon  the  occafion  was,  "  What 
a  world,  what  a  religious  world  we  live  in  !'' 

«  Hence  arofe  his  readinefs  to  bear  with  the  weaknefles, 
and  forgive  the  faults  of  others:  the  more  remarkable, 
confidering  his  flaming  zeal  againll  fin,  and  deep  concern 
for  the  glory  of  GOD.  Such  hatred  to  fin,  and  fuch  love 
to  the  finner  I  never  faw  joined  together  before.  This  ve- 
ry circumftance  convinced  me  of  the  height  of  his  grace, 
bearing  fo  much  of  his  Mafte;-'s  image,  whofe  hatred  to 
fm  and  love  to  finners  are  equally  infinite.  He  took  all 
pofiible  pains  to  dete£l  what  was  evil,  in  any  of  thofe  that 
were  under  his  care  ^  purfuing  it  through  all  its  turnings 
tiud  windings,  and  dripping  it  of  all  its  difguifes.  Yet 
none  fo  ready  to  extufe,  when  it  was  confeft,  and  to  con- 
ceal it,  even  from  his  moft  intimate  friends. 
•  <<  He  never  mentioned  the  faults  of  an  abfent  perfon, 
urilefs  abfolute  duty  required  it.  And  then  he  fpoke  with 
the  utmoft  tendernefs,  extenuating,  rather  than  aggravat- 
ing. None  could  draw  his  piclure  more  exaftly  than  St. 
Pau/  has  done,  in  the  thirteenth  of  the  firll:  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians.  Every  feature  in  that  mafterly  piece  of  apo- 
ftolic  painting  was  found  in  him.  Let  all  that  knew  him, 
efpecially  his  intimate  friends,  recolleft  the  fpirit  and  beha- 
Tiour  of  this  fervant  of  the"  GOD  of  Love;  and  then  let 
them  judge  v/hethcr  I  exaggerate  when  I  fay,  He  fiiffered 
long  and  was  kind:  he  envied  vM  :  aclcd  not  raJlAy  ;  was  noi 
puffi-'d  lip;  did  not  behave  himf elf  iwfeemly ;  fought  ?wt  his  own^ 
was  not  etfily  provoked.     He  thought  no  evil^  rejoiced  not  in 

iniquity^ 
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Iniquity y  hut  rejoiced  in  the  truth.  He  coverech  all  things^  he^ 
licved  all  things ^  hoped  all  things^  and  endured  all  things*  It 
would  be  eafy  to  enlarge  on  all  thefe  particulars,  and  (hew 
how  they  were  exemplified  in  him.  But  waving  this,  I 
would  only  obferve,  that  v/ith  regard  to  two  of  them,  hind^ 
nefs  to  others,'  and  not  feeking  his  own^  he  had  few  equals. 
His  kindnefs  to  others  was  fuch,  that  he  beftowed  his  all 
upon  them :  his  time,  his  talents,  his  fubftance.  His 
knowledge,  his  eloquence,  his  health,  his  money,  were 
employed  day  by  day  for  the  good  of  mankind.  He  pray- 
ed, he  wrote,  he  preached,  he  vifited  the  fick  and  well,  he 
converfed,  he  gave,  he  laboured,  he  fufFercd,  winter  ancl 
fummer,  night  and  day:  he  endangered,  nay,  deflroyed 
his  health,  and  in  the  end  gave  his  life  alfo  for  the  profit  of 
his  neighbours,  that  they  might  be  faved  from  everlafting 
death.  He  deaied  himfelf  even  fuch  food  as  was  neceffary 
for  him,  that  he  might  have  to  give  to  them  that  had  none. 
And  when  he  was  conftrained  to  change  his  manner  of  liv- 
ing, ftill  his  diet  was  plain  and  fimple.  And  fo  were  his 
clothing  and  furniture,  that  he  might  fave  all  that  was 
poflible  for  his  poor  neighbours. 

<'  He  fought  not  his  own  in  any  fenfe,  not  his  own  ho- 
nour, but  the  honour  of  GOD  in  all  he  faid  or  did:  he 
fought  not  his  own  intereft,  but  the  intereft  of  his  Lord, 
fpreading  knowledge,  holinefs,  and  happinefs  as  far  as  he 
polTibly  could.  He  fought  not  his  own  pleafure,  but  ftudi- 
ed  to  pleafe  all  men  for  their  good  to  edification  :  and  to  pleafe 
Him  that  had  called  him  to  his  kingdom  and  glory.  And 
yet  it  is  certain,  he  found  the  greateft  pleafure,  in  pleafing 
GOD  and  his  neighbour.  For  nothing  could  give  an  high- 
er delight  than  this,  to  his  pious  and  benevolent  mind, 

*'  In  the  mean  time  he  wasa  man  of  peace,  and  fpared 
no  pains  to  reilore  it  where  it  was  broken.  He  gave  num- 
beriefs  proofs  of  this  amiable  difpofition.  "  When  we 
were  at  Trevecha  (to  mention  but  one  inftance)  two  of  the 
ftudents  were  bitterly  prejudiced  againft  e;:.ch  other.  He 
took  them  into  a  room  by  themfelves,  reafoned  with  them, 
wxpt  over  them,  and  at  hft  prevailed.     Their  hearts  were 

broken  j 
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broken;  they  were  melted   down:    they  fell   upon  each 
other's  necks  and  wept  aloud." 

«^  The  pains  which  he  took  to  make  p^ace  at  the  Leeds 
conference,  will  not  eafily  be  forgotten.  And  although  he 
could  not  prevail  fo  far  as  might  have  been  defired,  yet  his 
labour  was  not  in  vain, 

«  But  I  do  not  attempt  his  full  character.  I  will  only 
add,  what  the  apoftle  recommends  to  the  Philippians,  was 
€xa£lly  copied  by  him.  He  was  blamelefs  and  harmlefsy  a 
Jin  of  GOD  y  without  rebuke,  in  the  midjl  of  a  crooked  and 
perverfe  generation:  fhining  among  theni  as  a  light  in  the 
ivorld.^^ 

17.  I  think  one  talent  wherewith  GOD  had  endued 
Mr.  Fletcher y  has  not  been  fufficiently  noted  yet.  I  mean 
his  courtefy;  in  which  there  was  not  the  leaft  touch  either 
of  art  or  afFeftation,  It  was  pure  and  genuine,  and  fweet- 
ly  conftrained  him  to  behave  to  every  one  (although  par- 
ticularly to  inferiors)  in  a  mjinner  not  to  be  defcribed;  with 
fo  inexpreflible  a  mixture  of  humility,  love,  and  refpeft. 
This  direfted  his  words,  the  tone  of  his  voice,  his  looks, 
his  whole  attitude,  his  every  motion.  This  feems  to  be  iiv 
tended  by  St.  Pauly  in  thofe  words,  Ovk  uc-^vif^ovH.  Not  fo 
well  exprefled  in  our  tranflation  by,  behaveth  not  it/elf  un- 
feemly.  Do  not  the  words  literally  mean,  //  not  ill-bred? 
Behaves  on  all  occafions  with  decency  and  good-breeding  ? 
Certainly  fo  did  Mr.  Fletcher.  Never  did  any  man  more 
perfeftly  fuit  his  whole  behaviour  to  the  perfons  and  the 
occafion.  So  that  one  might  apply  to  him  with  great  pror 
priety  the  words  of  the  ancient  poet. 

Ilium  quicquid  agit,  quoquo  veftigia  tendit 
Componit  furtim  fubfequiturq;  Decor. 

I  cannot  tranflate  this :  but  I  can  give  the  Englifii  reader  a 

parallel,  and  more  than  a  parallel- 
Grace  was  in  all  his  fteps,  heaven  in  his  eye^ 
In  all  his  geftures  fanttity  and  love.'^ 

CHAP- 
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C  H  A  P.    X. 

His  Death. 

«    ^iJ  OME    time  before  he  was    taken  ill  (fays   Mrs. 

i^  Fletcher  J  he  mentioned  to  me  a  peculiar  manifcfta- 
tion  of  love,  which  he  received  in  his  own  houfe,  witk 
the  application  of  thofe  words,  Then  Jha/t  walk  with  ?ne  in 
<white.  He  added,  It  is  not  a  little  thing,  fo  to  hang  upon 
GOD  by  faith,  as  to  feel  no  departure  from  him,  and  no 
rifing  in  the  heart  againil  him.  But  this  does  not  fatisfy 
me.  I  often  feel  fomethiiig  far  beyond  this.  Yea,  I  fome- 
times  f.nd  fuch  gleams  of  light  and  love,  fuch  wafts,  as  it 
were  of  the  heavenly  air!  fo  powerful  as  if  they  would  juft 
then  take  my  foul  with  them  to  glory.  But  I  am  not  filled, 
I  want  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  GOD.  In  con- 
formity to  thefe  fentiments,  when  he  was  in  his  laft  illnefs^ 
he  exprefled  himfelf  thus,  ^^  I  am  filled^  moft  fweetly  fill- 
ed." This  conveyed  much  to  my  mind,  as  I  underftood  by 
it  the  accomplifhment  of  his  large  defires. 

<^  Some  time  before  the  beginning  of  his  laft  ficknefs, 
he  was  peculiarly  penetrated  with  the  nearnefs  of  eternity. 
There  was  fcarce  an  hour  in  which  hq  was  not  calling  upon 
us,  to  drop  every  thought  and  every  care,  that  we  might 
attend  to  nothing,  but  the  drinking  deeper  into  GOD.  We 
fpent  much  time  in  wreftling  with  GOD,  and  were  led  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  to  abandon  our  whole  felves,  our  fouls 
and  bodies  into  the  hands  of  GOD;  ready  to  do,  and  wil- 
ling to  fufFer  vi^hatever  was  well-pleafing  to  him. 

"  And  now*  the  time  drew  near,  when  his  faith  was  to 
be  called  to  its  laft  grand  exercife :  that,  eyeing  his  Lord, 
he  might 

True  in  the  fiery  trial  prove, 
And  pay  him  back  his  dying  love. 

A  little  before,  being  on  his  knees  in  prayer  for  light  wlie- 
ther  he  *  fhould  go  to  Londoti  or  not?     The  anfwer  to  him 

feemed 

*  I  verily  believe,  if  he  had  then  gone  to  London^  he  would 
have  been  alive  at  this  day.  But  I  blame  no  one  for  thinking 
other  wife. 
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fecmed  to  be,  "  Not  to  London^  but  to  thy  grave."  When 
he  acquainted  me  with  this,  he  faid,  with  a  heavenly  fmile, 
<^  Satan  would  reprefent  it  to  me  as  fomething  dreadful, 
enforcing  thofe  words,  The  cold  grave!  the  cold  grave  ^^ 
On  the  Sunday  following  (I  think  it  was  the  next  day)  that 
anthem  was  fung  in  the  church.  The  Lord  is  my  Jhepherd : 
therefore,  can  I  lack  nothing.  He  Jhall  feed  me  in  green  paf^ 
turesy  and  lead  me  forth  beftde  the  waters  of  comfort.  He 
fljall  convert  my  fouly  and  bring  me  forth  in  the  paths  of  righ" 
teoufnefs  for  his  name^s  fake.  Tea^  though  J  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  fjadow  of  death y  I  fh all  fear  no  evii :  for  thou 
art  with  me  :  thy  rod  and  thy  flaff  fhall  comfort  me.  Thou 
fJmlt  prepare  a  table  before  mCy  againfl  them  that  trouble  me. 
Thou  haft  anointed  my  head  with  oily    and  my  cup  fhall  be 

«'  In  his  return  home,  he  obferved  in  how  uncommon  a 
degree  thofe  words  had  been  bleft  to  his  foul.  And  from 
that  very  time,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  feen  in  him  the 
leaft  marks  of  temptation.  He  fliewed  an  unufual  cheer- 
fulnefs  and  livelinefs  in  every  part  of  his  work ;  and  feem- 
ed  to  increafe  in  ftrength  of  body,  as  well  as  in  ftrength  of 
foul.  Truly  it  was  to  him  according  to  his  faith.  He 
feared  no  evil.  And  his  cup  was  filled  with  righteoufnefs 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

"  On  Thurfday,  Auguft  4,  he  was  employed  in  the 
work  of  GOD  from  3  in  the  afternoon  till  9  at  night. 
When  he  came  home,  he  faid,  ^«  I  have  taken  cold  ;"  but 
feemed  not  to  regard  it.  He  was  far  from  well  on  Friday 
and  Saturday,  but  Vv^as  uncommonly  drawn  out  in  prayer. 
On  Saturday  nighthe  was  abundantly  worfe,  and  his  fever 
appeared  very  Itrong.  I  begged  that  he  would  by  no  means 
think  of  going  to  church  in  the  morning.  But  he  told  me, 
it  was  the  will  of  the  Lord :  in  v/hich  cafe  I  never  dared  to 
perfuade.  In  reading  prayers  he  was  very  near  fainting 
away.  I  got  through  the  crowd,  and  intreated  him  to  come 
out  of  the  defic.  But  he  let  me  and  others  know,  in  his 
fwcet  manner,  that  we  were  not  to  interrupt  the  order  of 
GOD.  1  then  filently  retired  to  my  pev/,  where  all  around 
me  were  in  tears*     When  the  windows  were   opened,    by 

which 
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which  he  appeared  to  be  a  little  refrefhed,  he  went  on : 
and  then  preached  with  a  ftrength  and  rccolleftion  that 
ilirprifed  us  all. 

"  After  fermon  he  walked  Up  to  the  communion- table, 
uttering  thefe.  words,  "  I  am  going  to  throw  myfelf  under 
the  wings  of  the  cherubim,  before  the  mercy-feat."  The 
fervice  lafted  till  near  two.  Sometimes  he  was  conftrained 
to  ftop ;  being  hardly  able  to  ftand  upon  his  feet.  The 
people  were  deeply  affefted,  which  they  were  not  able  to 
conceal :  groans  and  weeping  were  on  every  fide.  Graci- 
ous Lord  !  how  was  it  my  foul  was  kept  fo  calm,  in  the 
midft  of  the  moft  tender  feelings.  Notwithitanding  his 
extreme  weaknefs,  he  gave  out  feveral  verfes  of  hymns, 
and  livelv  fentences  of  exhortation.  As  foon  as  ever  the 
fervice  was  over,  we  hurried  him  to  bed.  When  he  lay 
down,  nature  being  quite  exhaufted,  he  immediately  faint- 
ed away.  He  afterwards  dropt  into  a  fleep  for  fome  time, 
and  on  waking,  cried  out  with  a  pleafant  fmile,  ^*  Now, 
my  dear,  thou  feeft  I  am  no  worfe  for  doing  the  Lord's 
work.  He  never  fails  me  when  I  truft  in  him."  Having 
cat  a  little  dinner,  he  dozed  moft  of  the  evening :  now 
and  then  v^aking,  with  the  praifes  of  GOD  in  his  mouth- 
At  night  his  fever  returned  :  but  it  was  not  violent ;  and 
yet  his  ftrength  decreafed  amazingly.  On  Monday  and 
Tuefday  we  had  a  little  paradife  together.  He  lay  on  a 
couch  in  the  ftudy :  and  though  often  changing  pofture, 
was  fweetly  pleafant,  and  frequently  flept  a  good  while  to- 
gether. When  he  was  awake,  he  delighted  in  hearing  me 
read  hymns,  and  treatifes  on  faith  and  love.  His  words 
were  all  animating,  and  his  patience  beyond  expreffion. 
When  he  had  a  very  naufeous  medicine  to  take,  he  feemed 
to  enjoy  the  crofs ;  according  to  a  word,  which  he  was 
ufed  often  to  repeat,  "  We  are  to  feek  a  perfect  conformi- 
ty to  the  will  of  GOD  •,  and  leave  him  to  give  us  pleafurc 
or  pain,  as  it  feemeth  him  good." 

«<  I  aflced  him,  v^'hether  he  had  any  advice  fo  Jeave  me, 
if  he  fhculd  be  taken  from  me  ?  He  rephed,  "  I  have  no- 
thing particular  to  fay :  the  Lord  will  open  all  before  thee.'' 
J  faid,  Have  you  any  convicStion,   that  GOD  is  about  to 

take 
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take  you  ?  He  faicf,  «  No :  not  in  particular.  Only  I  al* 
ways  fee  death  fo  inexpreffibly  near^  that  we  both  feem  to 
ftand  on  the  verge  of  eternity.''  While  he  flept  a  Httle,  I 
befought  the  Lord,  if  it  was  his  good  pleafure,  to  fpare 
Mm  ta  me  a  Httle  longer.  But  my  prayer  feemed  to  have 
no  wings  r  and  I  could  not  help  mingling  continually  there- 
with. Lord,  give  me  perfedl  refignation  !  This  uncertain- 
ty made  me  tremble,  left  GOD  was  going  to  put  into  my 
hands  the  bitter  cup  v/ith  which  he  lately  threatened  my 
hufband.  Some  weeks  before,  I  myfelf  was  ill  of  a  fever, 
and  n||t  without  danger.  My  hufband  then  felt  the  whole 
parting  fcene>  and  ftruggled  for  perfect  refignation.  He 
faid,  <^  O  Pollyy  (hall  I  ever  fee  the  day,  when  thou 
muft  be  carried  out  to  bury  !  How  will  the  little  things 
which  thy  tender  care  has  prepared  for  me  in  every  part  of 
tlie  houfe,  wound  and  diftrefs  me  ?  How  is  it  ?  I  think 
I  feel  jealoufy  !  I  am  jealous  of  the  worms  !  t  feem  to 
fhrink  at  the  thought  of  giving  my  dear  Polh  to  the 
worms/* 

*'  Now  all  thefe  refleftions  returned  upon  my  heart  with 
dke  v/eight  of  a  millftone.  I  cried  to  the  Lord,  and  thefe 
words  were  deepiy  imprefled  on  my  fpirit.  Where  I  anty 
there  J}j all  my  fervants  he^  that  they-  may  behold  my  glory ^ 
This  promife  was  full  of  comfort  to  my  foul.  I  faw  that 
in  Chriil's  immediate  prefence  was  our  home,  and  that  we 
fiiould  have  our  re-union,  in  being  deeply  centered  in  him, 
i  received  it  as  a  frelh  marriage  for  eternity :  as  fuch  I 
rrirtt  for  ever  to  hold  it.  All  that  day,  whenever  I  thought 
€f  the  expreffion,  to  behold  my  glory^  it  feemed  to  wipe 
away  every  tear,  and  was  as  the  ring  whereby  we  were 
joined  anew. 

^Continued  at  page  547.3 
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An  account 

Of  the  nioji  remarhabk  Occurrences  of  the  Life  of 

JOSEPH    EVERETT, 

In  a  Letter  to  Bi/hop  Afbury^ 
(Written  by  himfelf.) 

I  HAVE  been  often  exercifed  with  a  defire  to  exhibit 
to  the  world,  the  dealings  of  the  Spirit  of  GOD  with 
iny  foiil,  but  have  as  often  been  tempted  to  think  it  pro-^ 
ceeded  from  pride,  till  of  late  I  have  felt  the  impreflion 
ftronger  than  ever,  by  converiing  with  you  on  the  fubje£l ; 
and  am  determined  to  fend  it  into  the  world,  with  thi^ 
view,  that  it  may  be  of  ufe  to  fome.  According  to  the 
wlfdom  given  to  St.  Paut^  the  Lord  choofes  the  foolifh 
things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  that  are  wife ; 
and  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  things  that 
are  mighty. — If  this  is  the  cafe  of  the  following  narration^ 
may  that  divine  Spirit  who  hath  done  the  work,  receive  the 
praife,  and  I  fhall  be  amply  rewarded. 

I  was  born  in  Queen  Annh  county  in  the  ftate  of  Mary-- 
land^  on  the  17th  day  of  Jiine^  1732-  My  parents  were 
neither  rich  nor  poor,  but  laboured  and  taught  me  to  la- 
bour for  my  living.  As  to  religion,  if  I  may  ufe  the  term, 
we  had  none,  but  called  ourfelves  of  the  Church  of  Eng-- 
land ;  the  name  we  had,  but  alas  '  that  was  all ;  for,  with 
Ihame  may  I  fpeak  it,  we  had  not  even  the  form  :  indeed 
we  went  to  church,  fo  called,  and  what  did  wc  hear  when 
we  went,  think  you  ?  Why,  a  parcel  of  dead  morality,  and 
that  delivered  by  a  blind,  avaricious  minifter,  fent  by  the 
devil  to  deceive  the  people.  1  have,  fince  the  Lord  opened 
my  eyes,  ftood  amazed  to  fee  finncrs  not  only  contented  to 
go  thoughtlefsly  to  ruin,  but  giving  blind  guides  (for  fuch,  I 
fear,  fome  are)  moft  extravagant  fums  to  go  before  them  to 
hell.  O  GOD,  put  a  ftop  to  the  falfe  prophets  making  mer- 

VoL.  II.  3  S  chandife 
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merchandife  of  the  people's  fouls !  As  well  as  I  remembeiV 
from  the  day  I  was  bom  until  I  left  my  father's  houfe,  which 
was  more  than  twenty  years,  I  never  faw  the  worfliip  of 
GOD  performed  in  his  family,  but  almoft  every  kind  of  ini- 
quity was  praftifed;  which  fliows  the  truth  of  GOD's  word, 
that  ijue  are  conceived  in  iniquity^  and  in  fin  are  %ve  brought  forth, 
I  foon  found  myfelf  to  love  fin.  My  nature  was  a  fit  foil  for 
the  devil's  feed  to  take  root  and  grow  in.  I  early  learned 
to  fwear,  and  to  vent  my  angry  paflions  j  to  do  mifchief, 
and  to  tell  lies  to  hide  it,  that  I  might  not  get  correftion 
for  my  faults.  I  can  remember  my  being  often  very 
uneafy  without  knowing  what  was  the  caufe.  I  was  afraid 
of  death,  and  often  diftrefled  in  my  fleep,  and  frequently 
enquiring  about  GGD  and  eternal  things  5  and  fometimes 
felt  fuch  a  weight  of  guilt  as  would  caufe  me  to  make  re- 
folutions  to  do  better  for  the  future.  But  my  refolutions 
were  like  ropes  of  fand.  Thus  I  went  on  till  I  arrived  to 
manhood,  and  from  the  day  I  was  born  until  I  was  twenty 
years  old,  I  never  heard  one  gofpel-fermou.  My  father 
fent  me  to  fchool  two  years  when  I  was  young,  where  I 
learned  to  read -,  which,  by  the  goodnefs  of  GOD,  thro* 
the  care  of  an  indulgent  mother,  I  never  loft.  She  would 
make  me  read  my  book,  which  then  I  counted  a  hard- 
fhip. 

In  this  ftate  of  wickednefs  I  lived  till  I  got  married. 
The  companion  I  chofe  was  as  willing  to  go  to  ruin  as  I 
was.  I  believe  it  would  have  puzzled  a  philofopher  to  de- 
termine who  loved  fin  moft. 

Thus  I  went  on  in  the  road  to  death  for  feveral  years, 
from  bad  to  worfe-,  until  a  people  came  into  the  parts 
where  I  lived,  called  New-lights  or  Whitejieldites.  They, 
by  their  preaching,  caufed  a  great  noife  in  our  neighbour- 
hood ^  fome  faid  one  thing  about  them,  and  feme  another* 
However,  I  went  to  hear  them.  I  muft  confefs  that  the 
Lord,  all  my  life  while  I  lived  in  fin  and  wickednefs,  would 
at  one  time  other  make  my  life  bitter  by  reafon  of  my  fin  \ 
particularly  when  I  faw  danger  near.  It  appears  to  me 
that  I  had  lefs  pleafure  in  fin  than  any  other  perfon,  and 
in  thofe  times,  did  believe  that  I  fliould  go  to  hell,  if  I  ^li^ 

2iot; 
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not  quit  them.  But  alas !  my  fins  I  hated  to  part  with,  and 
I  adore  that  mercy  that  ftopt  the  hand  of  juftice,    or   I 
might  now  be  hfting  up  my  eyes  in  hell,  calling  for  water 
to  cool  my  tongue  in  vain.     In  going  to  hear  thefe  New^ 
lights  preach,  I  was  made  to  fee  myfelf  in  the  way  to  hell 
plainer  than  ever  j  and  as  I  conftantly  attended  the  preach- 
ing of  the  word,  my  fins  would  appear  more  clear  to  me. 
I  thought,  before  I  heard  them,  that  the  whole  of  chrifti- 
anity  confided  in  breaking  oiF  from  all  our  wicked  prac- 
tices \  and  the  performance    of  fuch  as  common  honefty 
or  juftice  between  man  and  man:  but  in  hearing  them,    I 
was  convinced  that  religion  was  fomething  elfe,  that  I  muft 
be  born  again,  or  never  fee  the  kingdom  of  GOD.     And 
they   proved   it   by    the    authority    of    the    bible,    which 
left  a  conviction  of  its  truth  on  my  heart,  that  I  never  loft : 
they  proved  that  religion  was  the   work  of   an   Almighty 
Power ;  that  it  was  a  new  creation  in  the  foul  \  they  fhow- 
ed  the  necefTity  of  a  divine  power  to  awaken  the  finner  to 
feel  his  wretchednefs  and  fpiritual  death,  and  fhowed  him 
his  helplefs  condition ;  and  that  repentance  is  wrought  in 
the  foul  by  the  Divine  Spirit ;  with  the  nature  and  neceffi- 
ty  of  a  gofpel-faith,  as  the  inftrumental  caufe  of  our  fal- 
vation  •,  that  by  it  a  finner  is  juftified-,  that  without  it  we 
cannot  pleafe  GOD ;  that  whofoever  had  it,    knew  their 
fins  forgiven  •,  and  that  whofoever  died  without  it,    mull: 
eternally  perifli. 

This  kind  of  preaching  broke  up  all  my  former  views  of 

religion,  and  left  fuch  a  keen  conviftlon  on   my  foul,    as 

gave  me  new  fenfations  which  rendered  me  miferable  from 

day  to  day.     I  began  to  fall  out  with  my  fins,  and  to  break 

off  from  them,  and  to  ftruggle   with  my  ftubborn  heart, 

which  I  found  too  ftrong  for  me ;  which  made  me  cry  out 

with  one  of  old,  nvretched  man  that  I  am !  who  Jh all  deliver 

me  from  the  body  of  this  death  P     Now  I  began  to   read   the 

fcriptures  and  other  books  of  piety,  and  to  pray  in  fecret 

places ;  like  wife  to  pray  to  GOD  in  my  family,    and   to 

watch  over  all  my  ways;  to  obferve  the  fabbath-day,    and 

to  do  juftly  to  my  neighbours,  and  conftantly  to  attend  the 

preaching  of  thegofpel:  for  heaven  and  hell  were  all  I 

thought 
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thought  on  'j  and  the  more  I  meditated  on  them,  the  mor^ 
I  could  fee  their  propriety ;  and  the  more  I  prayed,  the 
jYiore  I  faw  caufe  to  pray.  Thus  I  went  on  in  a  legal  way, 
expecting  that  GOD  would  fave  me  for  doing  thefe  duties, 
But  ?ilas  !  how  was  I  difappointed  i  for  in  the  performance 
of  thefe  things,  the  Lord  anfwered  my  prayers  by  impartr^ 
ing  more  and  more  light  to  my  foul,  which  made  me  feer 
and  feel  my  wretchednefs  to  fuch  ^  degree,  that  I  faw 
I  was  one  of  the  mo(l  miferable  creatures  out  of  hell. 
Now  I  began  to  envy  the  brute  beafls,  becaufe  they  had  no 
fouls;  or  with  ^ol^j  to  curfe  the  day  wherein  I  was  born : 
yet  I  would  pray  for  more  diftrefs,  ^nd  grieve  becaufe  I 
could  not  mourn.  Sometimes  I  would  feel  lefs  diftrefs 
than  at  other  times ;  ,then  the  enemy  of  m.y  foul  would  tell 
me  all  was  gone ;  at  other  times  he  would  infinuate  that 
|Tiy  diftrefs  was  only  imaginary,  and  that  there  was  no 
reality  in  it.  Sometimes  he  would  infift  that  my  day  of 
grace  was  entirely  gone ;  at  other  times  he  would  reprefent 
to  me,  that  I  was  one  for  whom  Chrift  never  died,  and 
that  I  was  reprobated  from  eternity  to  fufter  the  vengeance 
of  everlafting  fire.  So  that  at  times  my  life  was  a  burden 
.to  me,  and  I  could  fay  that  I  was  carnal,  fold  under  fin ; 
I  could  feel  that  the  carnal. mind  is  enmity  againft  GOD, 
and  that  it  is  not  fubjecfl  to  the  law  of  GOD,  neither  in- 
deed can  be  •,  that  they  that  are  under  the  influence  of  the 
flefli,  are  enemies  to  GOD.  I  Jelt  th^t,  by  the  inftru- 
mentality  of  GOD's  law,  which  is  juft  and  good,  my  foul 
was  roiifed  from  its  carnal  fecurity,  and  that  it  immediately 
refifted  or  fought  againft  no  lefs  a  being  than  the  eternal 
JEHOVAH  himfelf.  Oh!  the  damnable  nature  of  fin  ! 
I  now  faw  clearly  that  I  muft  be  born  again,  or  fink  to  per- 
dition. I  felt  that  GOD  would  be  juft,  if  he  fent  me  to 
hell;  and  that,  if  he  did,  he  would  be  glorified  in  my 
damnation. 

Thus  I  went  on  for  near  two  years,  a  ftranger  to  peace, 
with  my  head  bowed  down  like  a  bulruih ;  but  my  burden 
was  not  at  all  times  alike  heavy.  Thofe  minifters  that  I 
went  to  hear,  preached  that  the  gofpel  was  abfolute,  and 
that  there  was  no  condition  in  the  falvation  of  finners;  that 

Jefus 


♦THE    EXPERIENCE    OF   JOSEPH    EVERETT.       509 

Jefus  Chrift  died  for  a  certain  number,  and  that  they  all 
Ihould  be  faved  and  not  one  loft  ;  and  that  all  the  reft  of 
mankind  ftaould  be  damned  and  go  to  hell ;  and  that  wheu 
one  of  the  eleft  was  converted,  he  muft  perfevere  and  go 
to  heaven  :  which  doftrine  I  really  believed,  and  drank 
into  the  fpirit  of  it,  as  far  as  my  capacity  v/ould  admit  of. 
So  that  I  compare  the  penitent  foul  to  melted  mxttle,  that 
will  take  the  impreffion  of  whatever  mould  it  is  caft  into, 
So  did  my  foul  take  the  Calyiniftic  or  Antinomian  mould; 
the  efFcfts  of  which,  if  it  had  npt  been  prevented  by  dl-* 
vine  grace,  would  have  been  my  inevitable  rum  for  ever, 
I  often  compare  that  fyftem  of  .principles  to  a  trap.  And 
a  trap  it  is,  I  believe,  by  which  the  d^vil,  the  grand  fowler, 
catches  millions  of  millions  of  unwary  fouls.  If  this  is  the 
work  of  GOD  upon  you,  fays  the  tempter,  he  that  hatli 
begun  it  will  carry  it  on  to  eternal  life.  The  Lord  knows 
.what  1  fuffered  by  it.  However,  the  Searcher  of  Hearts 
knew  my  defires,  that  I  ^ya.nted  to  fave  my  foal  and  to  do 
his  will.  He  enabled  me  to  go  forward,  and  bore  with  my 
weaknefs  and  ignorance^  He  faw  me  afar  off,  as  he  did  the 
prodigal,  ftrlving  to  return  to  my  heavenly  Father's  houfe, 
Jie  faw  me  oppofing  ftrong  temptations  by  his  grace,  and 
took  the  will  for  the  deed.  Perfecutlons  I  was  no  ftranger 
to,  both  abroad  and  at  homej  fori  found  my  de^r  Mafter's 
word  fulfilled,  that  a  maris  foes  JJjcill  be  they  ef  his  own  houfe" 

By  this  time  my  external  deportment  was  new.  I  would 
reprove  finners  publicly,  and  faw  that  they  hated  him  that 
reproveth  in  the  g^te.  I  faw  the  word  of  GOD  fulfilled  in 
various  cafes ;  but  as  to  the  knowledge  of  fin  forgiven,  I 
was  ftill  a  ftranger  to  it.  I  ftillworlhipped  an  unknown 
GOD  ;  I  was  a  ftranger  to  inward  piety.  In  fhort,  I  had 
no  religion.  I  had  taken  great  pains  to  get  knowledge,  and 
could  talk  of  the  do(ftrines  of  grace,  and  of  the  golpel.  I 
was  much  thought  of,  and  was  faid  to  be  a  great  chriftian, 
and  they  let  me  know  it.  Suppofing  them  to  be  proper 
judges,  I  thought  I  was  in  a  very  hopeful  way.  I  now  fee, 
knowledge  without  humility  ferveth  only  to  pufF  up  the 
foul  with  pride. 

By 
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By  this  tim^  I  was  joined  in  communion  and  fellowfhip 
with  the  Prefbyterian  or  New-light  church.  However  my 
confcience  was  tender,  and  would  not  permit  me  to  fin 
without  convi£lion,  no  more  than  fire  could  be  on  my 
flefh  and  not  burn  me»  I  praife  that  GOD,  who  has  pro- 
Kiifed  that  he  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench 
the  fmoking  flax,  until  he  brings  forth  judgment  to  viftory. 
He  ftill  followed  me  by  his  grace. 

One  Sabbath-day  as  I  was  fetting  in  my  houfe,  none  of 
the  family  being  at  home,  meditating  on  the  things  of 
GOD,  I  took  up  the  bible,  and  it  providentially  opened  at 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  St.  Ltike's  gofpel;  and  calling  my 

eves  on  the  fifth  verfe,  read  to  the  fourteenth.     And  that 

J. 

moment  I  faw  there  was  fomething  to  be  experienced  in  re- 
ligion that  I  was  a  ftranger  to.  I  laid  down  the  bible,  and 
went  directly  up  into  a  private  chamber  to  feek  the  blefTmg. 
iknd  everlafting  praifes  be  to  him  who  has  faid,  feek  and  ye 
Ball  find,  I  was  on  my  knees  but  a  very  few  moments  be- 
fore he  fhed  abroad  his  love  in  fuch  a  manner  in  my  heart, 
that  I  knew  Jefus  Chrift  was  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
and  the  everlafting  Son  of  the  Father,  and  my  Saviour^ 
and  that  1  had  redemption  in  his  blood,  even  the  forgive- 
nefs  of  my  fins.  I  felt  thefe  words  by  the  power  of  his 
Spirit  run  through  my  foul,  fo  that  the  tongue  of  a  Gabriel 
could  not  have  exprefled  what  I  felt :  /  have  loved  thee  with 
m^  'everlafting  love^  therefore  'iDith  loving  kindnefs  have  /  drawn 
thee,  I  felt  fuch  raptures,  and  faw  with  the  eyes  of  my 
foul  fuch  beauties  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as  opened  fuch 
a  heaven  of  love  in  my  bieaft,  that  I  could  with  the  poet 
£ug  the  following  lines :  v  . 

I  rode  on  the  ficy, 

Freely  juftify'd  I! 
Nor  envied  Elijah  his  feat : 

.My  foul  mounted  higher 

In  a  chariot  of  fire, 
And  the  moon  it  v/as  under  my  feet. 

*  So 


WALKING    IN    SLEEI^*  ^tt 

So  that  being  juftified  by  faith,  I  had  peace  with  GOD, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  I  rejoiced  in  the  hope  of 
the  glory  of  GOD. 

•« 

[Continued  at  page  555.] 


Walking   in   Sleep* 

READING  in  the  Arminian  Magazine,  an  account 
of  a  gentleman  who  ufed  to  walk  in  his  fleep,  it 
brought  to  my  remembrance  the  following  fafhs ;  which  I 
thought  might  be  of  fervice  to  fuch  as  are  troubled  with 
that  diforder,  by  which  fome  have  run  the  rilk  of  their 
lives. 

The  eldeft  fon  of  one  of  my  uncles,  who  ufed  to  walk 
in  his  fleep,  was  cured  by  a  tub  full  of  water  being  fet  in 
the  nurfery  when  he  went  to  bed.  My  uncle  was  told  that 
it  was  likely  he  might  walk  into  it ;  and  that  if  it  waked 
him,  he  would  never  do  it  again.  The  tub  of  water  was 
accordingly  fet  in  the  room,  and  he  getting  up  as  ufual^ 
walked  into  it,  and  by  fo  doing  waked  himfelf ;  but  never 
attempted  to  rife  in  his  fleep  after. 

When  I  was  a  child  I  walked  in  my  fleep,  and  my  mo* 
ther  was  advifed  to  awake  me  fuddenly,  and  endeavour  to 
frighten  me.  But  others  told  her  this  was  dangerous ;  for 
fome  children  had  been  thrown  into  fits  by  that  means» 
and  fome  irrecoverably  loft  their  fenfes.  She  therefore  tri- 
ed the  tub  of  water,  which  fo  effeffcually  fucceeded,  that 
from  the  firft  night  it  was  fet,  I  never  walked  again  in  my 
fleep. 

How  long  the  water  was  continued  in  my  room  I  do 
not  know;  being  only  about  feven  years  old.  From  the 
account  the  fervants  gave,  my  mother  did  not  believe  I  was 
afieep.  She  therefore  ordered  them  to  call  her  fome  night 
as  foon  as  I  began  to  move ;  but,  when  flie  came,  fhe  faid 
the  fight  was  fo  afFefting,  fhe  never  defired  to  fee  it  more : 
for  my  eyes  were  open  »  but  looked  like  thofe  of  a  corpfe! 

and 
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and  my  f'ace  was  fo  deadly  pale,  and  covered  with  a  colcj 
fweat,  with  fomething  fo  inexprefTibly  diftreffing  in  my 
countenance,  that  I  appeared  like  one  rifing  from  the 
tomb.  She  faid,  fhe  fpoke  to  me,  and  I  anfweted  as  rati- 
onally as  if  I  had  been  awake :  and  that  I  diilinguifhed 
trhen  fhe  afked  a  queftion ;  but  in  the  morning,  fhe  faid,  I 
Itnew  nothing  of  what  had  happened. 

Whether  it  would  anfwer  upon  perfons  who  have  had  i 
long  habit  of  walking  in  their  fleep,  I  know  not ;  but  I  am 
fure  (however  it  be  accounted  for)  it  cured  us  two. 

Leeds,  OB.  31,  1785. 


An  Account  of  the  Behaviour  of  three  MalefaBorSy  who  werd 
executed  at  Reading,  in  Betkfhire,  en  the  2^th  of  March 
1786. 

ABOUT  nine  o'clock  In  the  morning,  Mr.  C.  Mr.  J- 
and  Mr.  L.  vifited  John  Steptoe^  Richard  Hemmings^ 
and  William  Crips^  who  were  to  be  executed  that  day. 

Mr.  Z.  had  vifited  Steptoe  twice  before ;  who  as  foon 
as  he  faw  him,  came  up  and  fhook  him  by  the  hand,  with 
^  very  cheerful  countenance.  He  had  very  lately  known 
the  pardoning  love  of  GOD,  and  v^as  quite  refigned,  and 
happy  in  the  Lord.  He  had  been  in  the  prifon  fome 
months  before  his  condenination ;  during  which  period  he 
read  the  bible  three  times  over,  and  could  repeat  St.  PauFs 
epiftle  to  the  Hebrews. 

For  fome  time  before  the  allizes,  he  frequently  got  the 
prifoners  together  on  an  evening,  and  prayed  with  them 
tetempore. 

Hemmings  faid,  he  had  reafon  to  be  thankful  that  he 
vi^as  brought  to  that  place ;  for  till  that  time,  he  had  been 
living  without  GOD  in  the  world.  He  faid,  it  was  a  great 
mercy  the  Lord  had  not  cut  him  off  in  his  fins;  and  wa^ 
truly  thankful  he  was  now  convinced  of  his  want  of  a  Sa- 
viour. '   ^       .  , 

Crips 
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Crips  appeared  to  be  ignorant  of  the  way  of  falvation  by 
Chrift.  Mr.  C.  afked  him  whether  he  was  not  afraid  to 
die  ?  He  faid,  no  5  but  could  give  no  fufficient  reafon  for 
it.  Mr.  C.  and  Mr.  jf.  then  fpoke  to  him  in  a  clofe  man- 
ner ;  and  though  he  did  not  feem  hardened,  yet  he  v/as  not 
truly  concerned  about  his  foul.  Mr.  C.  gave  a  fliort  ex- 
hortation, fung  a  hymn,  and  (at  the  requeft  of  Steptoe) 
the  fifty-firft  pfalm,  and  then  went  to  prayer  twice. 

After  dinner,  Mr.  C.  Mr.  J.  and  Mr.  Z.  revifited  the 
prifoners.  Crips  feemed  then  to  be  much  aiFefted,  and  faid, 
he  was  convinced  of  his  loft  ftate.  A  hymn  being  fung) 
the  gaoler,  his  wife  and  daughter,  and  feveral  other  per- 
fons  joined.  Singing  being  over,  Steptoe  was  defired  to  go 
to  prayer,  which  he  did  with  great  earneftnefs  :  while  moft 
who  were  preferit  were  deeply  afFecled  j  and  fome,  who  be- 
fore had  but  little  concern  about  religion,  wept  much. 

"When  prayer  was  ended,  Mr.  C.  fpoke  to  Hemmings^ 
and  found  him  happy  in  the  Lord.  He  faid  (among  other 
thmgs)  "  I  ihall  foon  be  in  the  arms  of  Jefus  for  ever!'* 
Afterwards  they  all  went  into  the  chapel,  and  received  the 
facrament.  When  they  returned,  Steptoe  Hiid,  "  I  have 
been  feeding  on  Chrift  by  faith,  who  is  the  Living  Bread/* 
Steptoe  then  defired  Mr.  L.  to  give  out  the  finner's  lamen- 
tation, which  they  all  continued  finging,  with  great  fervor, 
till  the  under-fherifF  fent  for  them. 

The  executioner  coming  into  the  cell,  Steptoe  immediately 
went  up  to  him,  and  with  a  cheerful  countenance  fliook 
him  by  the  hand,  as  though  he  M^as  his  friend.  While  the 
coffins  \vere  c^rying  out>  Steptoe  was  ftanding  a  little  way 
from-the-cell-door,  and  the  fun  Ihining,  he  looked  up,  and 
faid,  "  The  fun  of  nature  fhines  very  bright!"  and  added, 
«  This  is  the  laft  fun  t  (hall  fee  fhining  below  5  but  I  {hall 
foon  fee  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs,  and  be  with,  him  for 
ever  I" 

As  foon  as  the  prifoners  got  into  the  cart,  they  began  to 
fing,  and  continued  to  do  fo,  at  times,  till  they  came  to 
the  fatal  tree. 

After  the  clergyman  had  done  talking  and  prayimg  with 
them,  Steptoe  ftood  up, .  and  in  a  firm,  coUedted,  and  moft; 

Vol.  IL  3  T  afFeaing 
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afFefl:ing  manner,  gave  an  exhortation  to  the  people  for 
near  five  and  twenty  minutes.  Among  other  things,  he  faid, 
««  It  was  fm  which  brought  me  to  this  (pointing  to  the  tree) 
and  I  am  going  to  fulFer  juftly ;  but  ahhough  I  am  con- 
demned by  the  law  of  man,  yet  as  I  am  interefted  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  I  fliall  not  be  condemned  at  the  bar  of 
GOD.  'O  think  not,  my  dear  fellow-finners,  becaufe  we 
are  brought  to  this  (hameful  end,  that  we  are  finners  above 
all  men.  I  tell  you,  nay  j  but  except  ye  repent,  ye  fhall 
all  likewife  perifh.  Do  not  think  that  becaufe  fome  of  you 
may  now  be  living  in  pleafure,  pomp,  or  fplendor,  that  it 
will  avail  you  any  thing  when  you  come  to  die ;  for  you 
will  be  condemned  at  the  bar  of  GOD,  unlefs  you  forfake 
youT  fins,  and  flee  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  And  as  I  have 
found  an  intereft  in  him,  I  do  aiTure  you  my  fellow-fin- 
ners, my  prefent  fituation  (though  you  may  think  other- 
wife)  is  preferable  to  yours,  who  are  yet  in  your  fins. 
Therefore  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  feek  religion 
with  all  your  might ;  for  there  is  nothing  but  true  religion 
\Vhich  can  make  you  happy  either  in  life  or  death."  He 
likewife  fpoke  of  his  belief  of  the  refurredtion,  in  very  ftrong 
terms,  and  added, 

•^  Oh  my  drooping  friends  below. 
Did  you  half  this  glory  know> 
Daily  would  you  ftretch  the  wing. 
Thus  to  fly  and  thus  to  fing.'^ 

Me  then  prayed  very  fervently,  for  feven  or  eight  mi-r 
nutes,  and  was  much  at  liberty. 

After  he  had  done,  Hemmings  fpoke  to  the  people,  and 
warned  them  to  forfake  drinking,  loofe  women,  and  other 
bad  company  J  and  to  attend  the  houfe  of  GOD,  where 
they  might  hear  thofe  things  which  would  do  them  good. 

When  the  clergyman  left  the  cart,  they  all  called  out 
for  Mr.  C.  who  immediately  came  to  them.  Hemmings 
faid,  I  never  was  fo  happy  in  all  my  life ;  for  the  Lord 
comforts  me. — Steptoe  faid.  My  mind  is  OjUite  comfortable 
and  compofed,   and  I  am  ftill  happy.— Cr/>/  alfo  declared, 

be 
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he  was  happy.  Mr.  C.  then  gave  out  two  verfes  of  that 
hymn,  <«  Jefu  lover  of  my  foul/'  and  was  juft  going  to 
prayer,  when  the  under-fherifF  fent  an  order  for  him  to 
quit  the  cart  immediately :  on  which  fome  of  the  fpeftators 
fpoke  aloud,  and  faid  the  conduft  of  the  under-flieriiF  was 
fliameful ;  and  a  Mr.  Davisy  a  minifter  of  Readings  faid 
to  the  prifoners,  "  Remember,  the  fherifF  cannot  feparate 
your  fouls  from  Chrift." 

Mr.  C.  then  took  leave  of  the  prifoners,  by  exhorting 
them  to  look  to  Jefus  ;  and  they  all  continued  fervent  in 
prayer  to  the  laft. 

Crips* s  laft  words  were,  ^^  O  GOD,  have  mercy  on  me! 
Jefus  thou  fon  of  David^  have  pity  on  me !  Jefus,  thou 
friend  of  finners,  have  mercy  on  mei" 

Steptoes  laft  words  were,  "  Into  thy  hands  I  commend 
niy  foul,  O  GOD,  for  thou  haft  redeemed  it." 

Hemmings  alfo  was  launched  into  eternity,,  calling  upon 
the  Lord, — Steptoe  had  a  cheerful  and  heavenly  counte- 
nance, even  to  the  moment  the  cap  was  drawn  over  his 
face, — Hemmings  aiid  Crips  were  alfo  firm  and  coUefted  to 
the  laft. 


LETTER. 

To  my  mojl  endeared  Friends ^  the  Servants  of  Chrijl  in  Taun-r 
ton,  Grace  and  Peace, 

MqJI  dearly  beloved  and  longed  for,  my  Joy  and  Crown  :■ 

MY  heart's  defire  and  prayer  to  GOD  for  you  is, 
that  you  may  be  faved.  I  know  that  you  are  the 
butt  of  men's  rage  and  malice :  but  you  may  fatisfy  your- 
felves,  as  David  in  fuftaining  Shinier s  curfes :  it  may  be, 
the  Lord  will  look  upon  our  affliftion,  and  requite  good 
for  their  curfing  this  day.  But,  however  that  be,  hold  on 
your  way.     Your  name  in^deed  is  caft  out  as  evil,  and  you 

are 
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are  hated  of  all  men  for  Chrift's  fake,  for  cleaving  to  hh 
v/ays  and  levvants :  but  let  not  this  difcourage  you,  for  you 
are  now  more  than  ever  blefled :  only  hold  faft,.  that  no 
man  take  your  crown.  Let  not  any  that  have  begun  in  the 
fpirit,  end  in  the  flefh.  Do  not  forfake  GOD  till  he  for- 
fake  you  :  he  that  endureth  to  the  end  fhall  be  faved :  the 
promife  is  to  him  that  overcometh ;  therefore  think  not  of 
looking  back :  now  you  have  fet  your  hands  to  ChriR^s 
plough,  though  you  labour  and  fufFer,  the  crop  will  pay 
for  ail:  now  the  Lord  is  trying  who  they  be  that  will  truft 
him.  The  world  are  all  for  prefent  pay  ;  they  muft  have 
fomething  in  hand,  and  will  not  follow  the  Lord  when 
there  are  hazard  and  hardfliip  in  his  fervice.  But  now  is 
the  time  for  you  to  prove  yourfelves  believers,  when  there 
is  nothing  vifible  but  hazard,  and  expence,  and  difficulty 
in  your  Maker's  fervice.  Now,  my  brethren,  ftand  fad  in  the 
faith,  quit  you  like  m.en,  be  ftrong :  if  you  can  trufl  in  his 
promifes  now,  when  nothing  appears  but  bonds,  and  loffes, 
and  tribulation,  this  will  be  like  behevers.  Brethren,  I  be-* 
feech  you  to  reckon  upon  no  other  but  croffes  here.  Let 
none  of  you  flatter  yourfelves  with  dreams  of  fleeping  in 
your  eafc,  and  temporal  profperity,  and  carrying  heaven 
tQp.  Count  not  upon  reft  till  you  conie  to  the  land  of  pro- 
iTiife.  .  Not  that  I  would  have  any  of  you  run  upon  hazards 
uncalled :  no,  we  fliall  meet  them  fgon  enough  in  the  way 
of  our  duty,  unlefs  we  turn  afide :  but  I  v.^ould  have  you 
caft  overboard  your  worldly  hopes,  and  be  content  to  wait 
till  you  come  on  the  other  fide  of  the  grave.  la  it  noi: 
enough  to  have  a  Vv^hole  eternity  of  happinefs  ?  If  GOD 
throws  in  the  comforts  of  this  life  too,  1  would  not  have 
you  throw  them  back  again,^  or  deipife  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord :  but  I  would  that  you  fhould  ufc  this  world,  as  not 
abufing  it,  that  you  fhould  be  crucified  to  the  v/orld,  and 
the  world  to  you ;  that  you  fhould  declare  plainly  that  you 
ieck  a  better  country,  which  is  an  heavenly.  Ah  !  my 
dear  brethren,  I  befeech  you  to  carry  it  like  pilgrims  and 
ft  rangers,  abftain  from  fleftily  lufts,  which  war  againffc 
your  fouls;  for  what  have  we  to  do  with  the  cuftoms  and' 
i'afliions  of  this  world,  who  are  ftrangers  irt  k  ?  Be  con- 
tented 
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tented  with  a  traveller's  lot :  know  you  not  that  you  are  in 
a  ftrange  land  ?  All  is  well  as  long  as  it  is  well  at  home ; 
I  pray  you,  brethren,  daily  confider  your  condition :  do 
ydu  not  remember  that  you  are  in  an  inn?  And  what 
though  you  be  but  meanly  accommodated  !  though  you 
fare  hard,  and  lie  hard  !  Is  this  a  ftrange  thing  ?  What 
fhould  travellers  look  for  elfe  ?  Indeed  if  you  were  of  the; 
world,  the  world  would  love  its  own.  But  now  GOD 
hath  called  you  out  of  the  world ;  therefore  the  world  hatr 
eth  you :  but  remember,  it  is  your  duty  to  love  them,  even 
while  they  hate  you ;  and  to  pray  for  mercy  for  them  that 
will  fhow  no  rnercy  or  juftice.  This  I  defire  you  to  ob- 
ferve  as  a  great  duty  of  the  prefent  times :  and  let  not  any 
fo  forget  their  duty,  as  to  wifli  evil  to  them  that  do  evil  ta 
us  j  or  to  pleafe  themfelves  with  the  thoughts  of  being 
even  with  them.  Let  us  commit  ourfelves  to  him  that 
judgeth  righteouily,  and  fhow  ourfelves  the  children  of  the 
Moft  High,  who  doth  good  to  his  enemies,  and  is  kind  to 
the  unkind  and  unthankful :  and  what  if  they  do  hate  us  ? 
Their  love  and  good-will  -yvere  much  more  to  be  feared, 
than  their  hatred.  Brethren^  keep  yourfelves  in  the  love 
of  GOD-,  here  is  wifdom.  O  happy  fouls,  that  are  hi.^ 
favourites !  for  the  Lord's  fake  look  to  this,  make  fure  of 
fomething:  look  to  your  fincerity  above  all  things:  let  not 
any  of  you  conclude,  that  becaufe  you  are  of  the  fuffering 
party,  therefore  all  is  well :  look  to  the  foundation,  that 
your  hearts  be  taken  off  from  every  fin,  and  fet  upon 
GOD  as  your  bleflednefs :  beware  tha.t  none  of  you  have 
only  a  name  to  live,  and  be  no  more  than  almoft  chrifti- 
ans.  For  the  love  of  your  fouls,  make  a  diligent  fearch, 
and  try  upon  what  ground  you  ftand ;  for  it  pities  me  to 
thmk  any  of  you  fhould  hazard  fo  much,  and  yet  lofe  all 
at  laft:  but  w^hen  once  you  bear  the  mark  of  GOD's  fa-^ 
vour,  you  need  not  fear  the  world's  frowns :  cheer  up 
therefore,  brethren,  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  of  good 
courage  under  the  world's  ufage :  fear  not :  in  our  Father's 
houfe  there  is  bread  enough,  and  room  enough :  this  is 
fuihcient  to  comfort  us  under  all  the  inconveniencies  of  the 
y\'2Yi  that  v/e  hav«  fo  happy  a  home,  fo  ready  a  Father,  fo 

goodly 
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goodly  an  heritage-  Oh  !  comfort  one  another  with  thele 
words:  let  GOD  fee  that  you  can  truft  in  his  word:  let 
the  world  fee  that  you  can  live  upon  GOD.  I  fhall  fiiare 
my  prayers  and  love  among  you  all,  and  commit  you  to 
the  Almighty  GOD  :  the  Keeper  of  Ifrael  that  never  flum- 
bereth  nor  fleepeth,  be  your  watchman  and  keeper  to  the 
end*    Farewell.     I  am, 

A  fervent  welUiviJher  of  your  ienipO" 
ral  and  eternal  affairs ^ 

J.  A. 


Poetry. 


The  Weathercock  :  an  Epigram* 

X  T  A I L,  verfile  emblem  of  the  human  mind^ 
1    i   True  to  thyfelf,  and  model  of  mankind : 
Thy  only  virtue  is  in  them  a  vice ; 
This  moment  thus,  the  next  quite  otherwife. 

Thine  an  efFeft  of  nature's  potent  laws. 
As  theirs  felf-intVeft  or  felf-love  the  caufe. 
Thy  various  motions  point  which  way  inclined 
The  fix'd  or  vary'd  current  of  the  wind : 
Theirs  only  prove  how  fickle  are  their  own, 
Jiow  weakly  grounded,  and  how  little  known. 
Firft  this,  then  that  j  then  this,  then  that  again  ; 
Now  all  a-go,  and  now  a  middler  ftrain. 
Such  is  mankind,  creation's  reftlefs  heir, 
Than  wind  lefs  certain,  and  more  light  than  ^ir  I 
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The  Universal  Love  of  Christ* 

LET  earth  and  heav*n  agree. 
Angels  and  men  be  join'd, 
To  celebrate  with  me 

The  Saviour  of  mankind, 
T'  adore  the  all-atoning  Lamb, 
And  blefs  the  found  of  Jefu's  Name. 

Jefus,  tranfporting  found ! 

The  joy  of  earth  and  heav'n ! 
No  other  help  is  found. 
No  other  Name  is  giv'n 
By  which  we  can  falvation  have ; 
But  Jefus  came  the  world  to  fave. 

Jefus,  harmonious  Name ! 

It  charms  the  hofts  above ! 
They  evermore  proclaim. 
And  wonder  at  his  love ! 
Tis  all  their  happinefs  to  gaze, 
Tis  heav'n  to  fee  our  Jefu's  face. 

His  Name  the  finnet  hears, 
And  is  from  fin  fet  free ; 
Tis  mufic  in  his  ears, 
Tis  life,  and  viftory ; 
New  fongs  do  now  his  lips  employ, 
And  dances  his  glad  heart  for  joy* 

Stung  by  the  fcorpion  fin. 
My  poor  expiring  foul 
The  balmly  found  drinks  in. 
And  is  at  once  made  whole : 
See  there  my  Lord  upon  the  tree ! 
I  hear,  I  feel  he  dy'd  for  me  ! 


Wot 


For  me  and  all  mankind 

The  Lamb  of  GOD  was  flalti; 
My  Lamb  his  life  refign'd 
For  ev'ry  foul  of  man  j 
Loving  to  alt,  he  none  paft  by. 
He  would  not  have  one  fmner  die. 

O,  unexampled  love  ? 

O,  all-redeeming  grace  ? 
How  freely  didft  thou  move 
To  fave  a  fallen  race  ! 
^  What  fliall  I  do  to  make  it  known,^ 
What  thou  for  all  mankind  haft  done  ? 

For  this  alone  I  breathe. 

To  fpread  the  gofpel-found ; 
Glad  tidings  of  thy  death 
To  all  the  nations  round; 
Who  all  may  feel  thy  blood  apply'd. 
Since  all  are  freely  juftify'd* 

O  for  a  trumpet-voice 

On  all  the  world  to  call. 
To  bid  their  hearts  rejoice 
In  him  who  dy'd  for  all ! 
For  all  my  Lord  was  crucify'd. 
For  all,  for  all  my  Saviour  dy'd^ 

To  ferve  thy  blefled  will. 

Thy  dying  love  to  praife. 
Thy  counfel  to  fulfil. 
And  minifter  thy  grace. 
Freely  what  I  receive  to  give. 
The  life  of  heaveti  on  earth  I  live* 
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ARGUMENTS  from  experience  alone  will  never  deter- 
mine this  point.  They  can  only  prove  thus  much, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  our  Lord  is  exceeding  patient,  that 
he  is  peculiarly  unwilling  that  any  believers  flioiild  perilh  ; 
that  he  bears  long,  very  long  with  all  their  follies,  waiting 
to  be  gracious,  and  to  heal  their  backflidings ;  and  that,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  does  aftually  bring  back  many  loft  Iheep, 
who,  to  man's  apprehenfion,  were  irrecoverable  :  but  all 
this  does  not  amount  to  a  convincing  proof,  that  no  be- 
liever can  or  does  fall  from  grace.  So  that  this  argument, 
from  experience,  will  weigh  little  with  thofe  who  believe 
the  poiTibility  of  falling. 

And  it  ought  to  weigh  full  as  Httfe  with  thofe  who  do 
riot.  For  if  you  produce  ever  fo  many  examples  of  thofe 
who  were  once  ftrong  in  faith,  and  are  now  more  abandon- 
ed than  ever,  they  will  evade  them  by  frying,  "  O,  but 
*'  they  will  be  brought  back;  they  will  not  die  in  their  fins." 
And  if  they  do  die  in  their  fjns,  we  come  no  nearer;  we 
have  not  gained  one  point  ftiil.  For  it  is  eafy  to  fay,  *'  They 
*'  were  only  hypocrites ;  they  never  had  true  faith."  There- 
fore, fcripture  alone  can  determine  this  queftion.  And 
"Vol.  IL  3  U  *  fcrip- 
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fcripture  does  fo  fully  determine  it,  that  there  needs  only 
to  fet  down  a  very  few  texts,  with  fome  fhort  refleftions 
upon  them*     r 

LXIX.  That  one  who  is  a  true  believer,  or,  in  other 
words,  one  who  is  holy  or  righteous  in  the  judgment  of 
GOD  himfeif,  may  neverthelefs  finally  fall  from  grace,  ap- 
pears 1.  From  the  word  of  GOD  by  Ezek.  chap,  xviii.  ver.  24. 
JV/zen  the  righteous  iurneth  away  from  his  righttoufnefs^  and 
committeth  iniquity^  in  his  trej'pafs  that  he  hath  trefpajfedj  and 
in  his  Jin  that  he  hath  finned,   in  them  fliall  he  di".. 

Do  you  objeft,  '*  This  chapter  relates  wholly  and  folely 
"  to  the  Jewifli  church  and  nation  ?"  I  anfwer,  prove  this  : 
till  then  I  fhall  believe  that  many  parts  of  it  concern  all 
mankind.  '  "'^^ 

If  you  fay,  2.  '*  The  righteoufnefs  fpoken  ot  in  this 
"  chapter,  was  merely  an  outward  righteoufnefs,  without 
*'  any  principle  of  grace  or  holinefs  :"  I  afk,  how  is  this 
confiftert  with  the  31ft  verfe,  Cajl  azvay  from  you  all  your 
tranfgrejfions^  whereby  ye  have  tranfgrejfed ;  and  make  you 
a  new  hearty-,  and  a  new  fpirit  ?  Is  this  a  "  merely  outward 
"  righteoufnefs^  without  any  inward  principle  of  grace  or 
'«  holinefs  ?" 

Will  you  add,  '*  But  admitting  the  perfon  here  fpoken  oF, 
**  to  be  a  truly  righteous  man,  what  is  here  faid  is  only  a 
"  fuppofition."  That  I  flatly  deny.  Read  over  the  chap- 
ter  again,  and  you  will  fee  the  fat^s  there  laid  down,-  to  be 
hot  hdixtly  fuppafed,  but  expresfly  ajferted. 

That  the  death  here  mentioned  is  eternal  death,  appears 
from  the  26th  verfe. 

When  a  righteous  man  turneth  away  from  his  righteoufnefs, 
and  committeth  iniquity,  and  dieth  in  them  (here  is  temporal 
death  ;)  for  his  iniquity  that  he  hath  done,  he  fiall  die.  Here 
is  death  eternal. 

If  you  affert,  **  both  thefe  expreflions  fignify  the  fame 
*'  thing,  and  not  two  different  deaths  :"  you  put  a  palpable 
force  upon  the  text,  in  order  to  make  the  Holy  Gholl  fpcak 
nonfenfe, 

**  Dying 
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•'  Dying  in  his  iniquity,  you  fay,  is  the  fame  thing  as 
'*  dying^r  his  iniquity*"  Then  the  text  means  thus,  '*  When 
^^  he  dieih  in  them,  he  fhall  die  in  them."  A  very  deep  dif- 
covery  ! 

But  you  fay,  "  It  cannot  be  underfiood  of  eternal  death  ; 
"  bccaufe  they  might  be  delivered  from  it  by  repentance  and 
*'  reformation."  And  why  might  they  not  by  fuch  repent- 
ance as  is  mentioned  in  the  gift  verfe,  be  delivered  from 
eternal  death  ? 

But  "  the  whole  chapter,  you  think,  has  nothing  to  do 
•*  with  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  affairs  of  men." 

I  believe  every  impartial  man  will  think  quite  the  contra- 
ry, if  he  reads  calmly  either  the  beginning  of  it :  All  fouls 
are  mine ^  faith  the  Lord  GOD  :  the  foul  that  finneth^  it  f  tall 
die  (where  1  can  by  no  means  allow  that  by  the  death  of  the 
foul  is  meant  only  a  temporal  affllflion  :)  or  the  conclufion. 
Repent^  and  turn  yourf elves  from  all  your  tranfgreffions  ;  fo 
iniquity  fhall  not  he  your  ruin.  Cafl  away  from  you  all  your 
tranfgrtjfions  whereby  he  have  tranjgreffed  ;  and  make  you  a 
new  heart,  and  a  new  fprit ;  for  why  will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of 
Jfraelf 

y     |t  remains  then,  one  who  is  righteous  in  the  judgment  of 
GOD  himfeliF,   may  finally  fall  from  grace. 

jL-XX.  Secondly,  That  one  who  is  endued  with  the  faith, 
which  produces  a  good  confcience,  may  neverthelefs  finally 
fall,  appears  from  the  words  of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy,  1  Tim. 
j.  18,  19.  War  a  good  warfare,  holding  faith,  and  a  good 
confcience  ;  which  fome  having  put  away,  concerning  faith ^ 
have  made  flip  wreck. 

Obferve  1.  Thefe  men  had  once  the  faith  that  produces 
a  good  confcisnce,  which  they  once  had,  or  they  could  not 
have  put  it  away. 

Obferve  2.   They  rriade  fiipwreck  of  the  faith,   which  ne- 
celfarily  implies  the  total  and  final  lofs  of  it. 
..   You  objeft,   *'  Nay,   iht  putting  away  a  good  confcience^ 
^'  does  not  fuppofe  they  had  it,  but  rather  that  they  had  it 

not.' 


This 
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This  is  really  furprifmg.  But  how  do  you  prove  it"?  *^Whyj 
"  by  Acts  xiii.  46.  where  St.  Paul  fays  co  the  Jews,  li  was 
"  necejfary  that  the  word  of  GOD  Jliould  frjl  have  beeufpo- 
^*  ken  to  you.  But  feeing  ye  put  it  from  you — lo,  zee  turn 
^*  te  the  Gentiles.''  Here  you  fee  the  Jews,  who  never  had 
the  gofpel,  are  faid  to  put  it  away. 

How  !  are  you  fure  they  "  never  had  what  they  are  here 
*'  faid  to  put  away  ?"  Not  fo.  What  they  put  away,  it  \% 
undeniable  they  had  till  ihey  put  it  away  :  namely,  the  word 
cf  GOD,  fpoken  by  Paul  2ind  Barnabas.  This  inftance  there- 
fore  makes  full  againft  you.  It  proves  juft  the  reverfe  of 
what  you  cited  it  for. 

But  you  qbjefl:  further^  **  men  may  have  a  good  confci- 
ence,  in  fome  fenfe,   without  true  faith.'' 

I  grant  it,  in  a  reftrained,  limited  fenfe  ;  but  not  a  good 

c onfcie nee,  Tirnp]y  and  abfolutely  fpeaking.      But  fucK  is  that 

of  which  th?  apoille  here  fpeaks,  and  which  he  exhorts  TimOr 

thy  toholdfajl:   Unlefs  you  apprehend,   that  ih^  holding  it 

fafi^  likewife,   f'  rather  fuppofes  he  never  had  it." 

'*  But  the  faith  here  mentioned   means  only  the  doflrine 
*'  of  faith  :"   I  want  better  proof  of  this. 
•:    It  remains  then,  one  who  has  the  faith  which  produces  a 
good  confcience,   may  yet  finally  fall. 

LXXI.  Thirdly,  thofe  who  are  grafted  into  the  good 
olive-tree,  the  fpiritual,  invifible  church,  tnay  neverlhelefs 
finally  fall,  ^  ilKff) 

For  thus  feith  the  apoftle.  Some  of  tfu  branches  are  broken 
off,  and  thou  art  grafted  in  among  them,  and  with  them  par-^ 
takefi  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive-tree..  Be  not  high- 
inindtd,  but  fear  :  if  GOD  f pared  not  the  natural  branches, 
take  heed  left  he  [pare  not  thee.  Behold  the  gccdaefs  and  fe- 
verity  of  GOD  I  on  them  which  fell,  fever ity  ;  hut  towards; 
thee,  goodnefs,  if  thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs :  cthtrwife 
ihouflmlt  be  cut  off,   Rom.   xi.  17,  &c. 

We  may  obferve  here,  1.  The  perfons  fpoken  to,  were 
^ftualiy  engrafted  into  the  olive-tree. 

2.  This  olive-tree  is  not  barely  the  outward,  vifible 
fhyrch,   but  the  invifible,  confiflir3g  of  holy  believers.     So 

\  the 
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tho  text,  ver.  16.  If  the  Jirjl  fruit  be  holy  ^  the  lump  is  holy  : 
^nd  ij  the  root  he  holy^  Jo  arc  the  branches.    And,  ver.  20. 
B^xauje  of  unbelief  they  were  broken  off^  and  thou  Jlandefl  by 
faith . 

3.  Thefe  holy  believers  were  ftill  liable  to  be  cut  off  from 
the  invifible  church,  into  which  they  were  th^n  grafted. 

4.  Here  is  not  the  leaft  intimation  of  their  being  ever 
grafted  in  again. 

To  this  you  objeft,  1.  *'  This  olive-tree  is  not  the  invi- 
*'  fible  church,  but  only  the  outward  gofpel-church-ftate." 
You  affirm  this  ;  and  I  prove  the  contrary  :  namely,  that  it 
is  in  the  invifible  church  :  for  it  **  confifts  of  holy  believers, 
^'  which  none  but  the  invifible  church  does." 

You  objeft,  2.  "  The  Jews  who  were  broken  off,  were 
?'  never  true  believers  in  Chrifl.'* 

I  am  not  fpeakjng  of  the  Jews,  but  of  thofe  Gentiles  who 
are  mentioned  in  the  ^2d  verfe ;  whom  St.  Paid  exhorts  to 
continue  in  his  goodnefs :  otherwife,  faith  he,  thou  fhalt  be 
fut  eff.  Now  1  prcfume,  thefe  were  true  believers  in  Chrifi. 
Yet  they  were  Ihll  liable  to  be  cut  off. 

You  affert,  3.  "  This  is  only  a  cutting  off  from  the  out- 
^*  ward  church-ftate."  But  how  is  this  proved  ?  So  forced 
and  unnatural  a  conftruQion  requires  fome  argument  to  fup- 
port  it. 

Ydu  fay,  4.  ■'  There  is  a  ftrot>g  intimation,  that  they 
*?  Ihall  be  grafted  in  again."  No:  not  that  thofe  Gentiles, 
'n^ha  did  not  continue  in  his  goodnefs,  fhould  be  grafted  in, 
after  they  \yere  once  cut  off!  I  cannot  find  the  leaft  intima- 
tion of  this.  "But  all  Ifrael  fhall  be  five  d^  I  believe 
th§y  will :  but  this  does  not  imply  the  re-engrafting  of  thofe 
Gentiles. 

It  remains  then,  that  thofe  who  are  grafted  into  the  fpi- 
ritual,  invifible  church,   may  neverthelcfs  finally  fall. 

LXXII.  Fourthly,  thofe  who  are  branches  of  Chrift, 
the  true  vine,  may. yet  finally  fall  from  grace. 

For  thus  faith  our  bleffed  Lord  himfelf,  /  am  the  true 
vine],  and  my  Father  is  the  hufbandman.  Every  branch  in 
me  thni  hareik  net  fruity  he  taketh  away.     I  am  the  vine. 
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ye,  are  the  branches.  If  a  man  abide  not  in  me,  he  is  caji 
forth  as  a  branch,  and  is  withered;  and  men  gather  them,  and 
cajl  them  into  the  jire,  and  they  are  burned,  John  xv.  1,  &c. 
Here  we  may  obferve,  1.  The  perfons  fpoken  of,  were 
in  Chrijl,  branches  of  the  true  vine:  nr/ .^i.  .- 

2.  Some  of  thefe  branches  abide  not  \n  Chrift,  but.  Mi? 
leather  taketh  them  away: 

3.  The  branches  which  abide  not  ^  are  cajl  forth,  caft  out 
from  Chrill  and  his  church: 

4.  They  are  not  only  c^  y^r///,  \>vX.  withered :  confer 
quently,   never  grafted  in  again: 

5.  They  are  not  only  cafl  forth,  and  withered^  but  alfo 
cafl  into  the  fre:  And 

6.  They  are  burned.  It  is  not  pofiible  for  words  more 
ftrongly  to  declare,  that  thofp  who  are  branches  of  the  trua 
vine  may  finally  falL  -^K^i.^i^x 

**  But  this/"'  you  fay,  "  furniflies  an  argument  f<pf,,|^t 
^*  againft,   the  perfevering  of  the  faints.*' 

Yes,  juft  fuch  an  argument  for  final  perfeverancc,  as  thq 
above-cited  words  of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy. 

But  how  do  you  make  it  out  ?  Why  thus,  "  There  are 
"  two  forts  of  branches  in  Chrift  the  vine:  the  one  fruitful, 
**  the  other  unfruitful.  The  one  are  eternally  chofen,  and 
"  thefe  abide  in  him,  and  can  never  withdraw  away."  Nay, 
this  is  the  very  point  to  be  proved.  So  that  you  now,  im- 
mediately and  direftly,  beg  the  queftion, 

"  The  other  fort  of  branches  are  fuch  as  are  in  Chrill 
*'  only  by  profefTion;  who  get  into  churches,  and  fo  are 
"  reckoned  in  Chrift,  and  thefe  in  time  wither  away.  Thefe 
"  never  had  any  life,  grace,   or  fruitfulnefs  from  him." 

Surely  you  do  not  offer  this  by  way  of  argument  !  Yai| 
are  again  taking  for  granted  the   very  point  to  be  proved. 

But  you  will  prove,  that  *'  thofe  are  branches  in  Chrift, 
"  who  never  had  any  life  or  grace  from  him,  becaufe  the 
"  churches  of  Judea  and  ThefTalonica  are  faid  to  be  in  Chrift, 
"  though  every  individual  member  was  not  favingly  in  him." 
I  deny  the  confequence,  which  can  never  be  made  good, 
unlefs  you  can  prove,  that  thofe  stxy  Jews  or  TheiTalonians 

whq 


J 


PREDESTINATION   CALMLY   CONSIDERED*       527 

who  never  had  any  life  or  grace  from  him,  are  neverthelefs 
faid  by  our  Lord,   to  be  branches  in  him.  ^ 

It  remains,  that  true  believers,  who  are  branches  of  the 
true  vine,   may  neverthelefs  finally  fall.  ft' 

LXXIIL  Fifthly,  Thofe  who  fo  efFeaually  know  Chrift, 
as  by  that  knowledge  to  have  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the 
world,  may  yet  fall  back  into  thofe  pollutions,  and  perifli 
everlaftingly. 

For  thus  faith  the  apoftle  Peter,  if^  after  they  have  ef- 
caped the  pollutions  of  the  world,  through  the  luiowledgt  of 
the  Lord  and  Saviour  jfefus  Chrif  (the  only  pofTible  way  of 
efcaping  them)  they  are  again  entangled  therein  and  over* 
come^  the  latter  end  is  worfe  with  them  than  the  beginnings 
2  Pet.  ii.    20,  21. 

But  you  fay,  1.  '*  Their  knowledge  w^as  not  an  experimen- 
**  tal  knowledge."  And  how  do  you  prove  this?  *'  Be- 
*'  caufe  had  it  been  fuch,  they  could  not  havf  loft  it."  You 
are  begging  the  queftion  again.  ;:  *r;:;!  ft 

You  fay,  2.  '*  Ef  aping  the  pollutions  of  the  worlds  fig« 
"  nifies  no  more  than  an  outward  reformation."  How  prove 
you  that  ?  You  aim  at  no  proof  at  all.  But  he  that  will 
grant  it,   may. 

You  fay,  3.  "  Thefe  perfons  never  had  any  change 
"  wrought  upon  them.  They  were  no  other  than  dogs  and 
"  fwine,  not  only  before  and  after,  but  even  when  they 
"  outwardly  abflained  from  grofs  enormities." 

I  grant,  that  before  and  after  that  time,  during  which 
they  efcaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world  (or,  as  St. 
Peter  words  it  in  his  former  epiftle,  the  corruption  that 
is  in  the  world)  they  might  well  be  termed  either  dogs  or 
fwine,  for  their  grofs  enormities.  But  that  they  deferved 
fuch  an  appellation  during  that  time,  I  cannot  grant  with- 
out foine  proof. 

It  remains,  that  thofe  who  by  the  inward  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  have  efcaped  the  pollutions  ot  the  world,  may  yet 
fall  back  into  thofe  pollutions,  and  perifli  everlaftingly. 

LXXIV.  Sixthly,  Thofe  who  fee  the  light  ot  the  glory 
of  GOD  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  who  have  been 

made 
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inade  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  of  the  witnefs  and  the 
fruits  of  the  Spirit,  may  rieverthelefs  fo  fall  from  GOD,  as 
to  perilh  everlaftingly. 

For  thus  faith  the  waiter  to  the  Hebrews,  It  is  impqffiblt 
Jot  tkofe  who  wete  once  enlightened,  and  have  tajled  of  the 
heavenly  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  ofthe  Holy  GhoJi-'—lf 
th.y  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance  ;  fee- 
ing  they  crucify  to  themf elves  the  Son  of  GOD  ajrefh,  and  put 
kirn  to  an  openjliame,  Heb.  vi.  4,  &c. 

Muft  not  every  unprejudiced  perfon  fee,  the  exprefTion* 
here  ufed  are  fo  flrong  and  clear,  that  they  cannot  without 
grofs  and  palpable  wrefting,  be  underftood  of  any  but  true 
believers  ? 

*>  But  the  apoftle  makes  only  a  fuppofition,  If  ffiey  Jlialt 
^'^  fall  away. 

The  apoftle  tnakes  no  fuppofition  at  all.      There  is  no  ij 
in  the  original.    The  words  are   'A^yyACToj*  r^?  e:W|  (p6>T<e>gv- 
Tct^—ii^  'TToie^^TTiG-oyre^^,      That  is,  in  plain    Englifh,   It  is  im^ 
pofjible  to  renew  again  unto  repentance,  thoje  who  were  onc6 
enlightened,  and  hat^e  fallen  away, 

"  No.  The  words  in  the  original  lie  literally  thtis.  li 
*'  is  impoffihle  for  thofe  who  were  once  enlightened — and  they 
•*  falling  away,  to  renew  them  again  unto  repentance:  that 
•*  is,  fiiould  they  fall  away,  which  is  in  plain  Englifh,  if 
•*  they  fall  away.'* 

Excufe  me  for  fpeaking  plain  Englifii  here.  Shall  d 
man  lie  for  GOD?  Either  you  or  I  do;  for  I  flatly  aver' 
(and  let  all  that  underftand  Greek  judge  between  us)  that 
the  words  in  the  original  do  net  lie  literally  thus,  and  they 
falling  away  if  fo  they  muft  be  9^  ^cc^otTri^Toyrotg,  in  the  pre-* 
fent  tenfe;  not  jg  cT^^^^^gj-o'vr*:?^,  in  the  indt finite)  but  tKat 
they  ought  to  be  tranflated,  And  have  fallen  away;  which 
is  as  literal  a  tranflation  as  the  Englifli  tongue  will  bear. 

Therefore  here  is  no  t/in  the  cafe,  no  fuppofition  at  all, 
but  a  plain  declaration  of  matter  of  faft. 

LXXV.  **  But  why  do  you  imagine  thefe  perfons  wei^ 
*■  truly  believers  ?"  Becaufe  all  the  exprefTions  in  their  ea- 
fy^  tiatural  fcnfe,  imply  it. 

They 
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They  were  onte  enlightened :  an  expreffion  familiar  with 
the  apoftle,  and  never  by  him  applied  to  any  but  believers* 
So  the  GOD  of  dur  Lord  Jtfus  Chrijl  ^ive  unto  you  the  SpU 
rit  of  wijdom  and  revelation — The  eyes  of  your  undtrflan^" 
ing  being  enlightened^  that  ye  may  know  what  is  the  hope  pf 
his  calling — And  what  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  poh- 
er  to  US-ward  that  believe^  Eph.  i.  ^j,  &c.  So  again,  GOD, 
who  commanded  the  light  to  fliinc  out  of  darknefs^  hath  Ihined 
in  our  hearts^  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  GOD  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrifl^  2  Cor.  iv.  6. 

"  Nay,  they  were  enlightened^  means  only,  they  were  bap^ 
tized ;  or  knew  the  doftrines  of  the  gofpel." 

I  cannot  believe  this,  till  you  bring  me  a  few  pafTages 
from  St.  Pauls  writings,  wherein  that  expreflioja  is  evident* 
ly  taken  in  either  of  thefe  fenfes. 

[Continued  at  page  573.] 


SERMON     XXIIL 

On  Philippians  ii.   i2,  13* 

IVork  out  your  own  falvation  with  fe^r  and  trembling  ;  for 
it  is  GOD  which  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of 
■-  Ms  good  pleafure. 

1.  O  OME  great  truths,  as  the  beitigand  attributes  of  GODj 

,  JcJ   and  the   difference  between  moral   good   and   evil, 

were  known  in  fome  meafure  to  the   Heathen  world  ;   the 

traces  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  all  nations  :  fo  that  in 

fome  fenfe  it  raay  be  faid   to  every  child  of  man,    He  hath 

fJitwed  thee,  0  man^  what  is  good  ;  even  to  do.jufily^  to  loae 

rf%ercy,  and  to  zoalk  humbly  with  thy  GOD.      With  this  truth 

he  has  in  fome  meafure  enlightened  every  one  that  cometh  into 

the  world.     And  hereby  they  that  have  not  the  lazv^  that  have 

no  Vv'rittenlaw,  are  a  law  unto  themfdves.     They  fiiew  /%^ 

work  of  the  law,  the  fubftance  of  it^   though  not  the  lettei^^ 

Vol.  IIo  3  -^  written 
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written  in  their  hearts  by  the  fame  hand  which  wrote  the  com- 
mandments on  the  tables  of  ftone  :  their  coiijcience  aljo  beat- 
ing  them  zuitnefs,   whether  they  a6^  fnitably  thereto  or  not. 

2.  But  there  are  two  grand  heads  oFdoftrine,  which  con- 
tain many  truths  of  the  moft  important  nature,  of  which  the 
moft  enUghtened  Heathens  in  the  ancient  world  were  total- 
ly ignorant ;  ais  are  alfo  the  moft  intelligent  Heathens,  that 
ate  now  on  the  face  of  the  earth  :  I  mean  thofe  which  relate 
to  the  eternal  Son  of  GOD,  and  the  Spirit  of  GOD  ;  to 
the  Son,  giving  himfelf  to  be  a  ^propitiation  for  the  Jim  of  the 
10  or  Id ;  And  to  the  Spirit  of  GOD,  renewing  men  in  that 
iriiage  of;  GOD  wherein  they  were  created.  For  after  all 
the  pains  which  ingenious  arid  learned  men  have  taken,  that 
great  maUj  the  chevalier  Ramfay  in  particular,  to  find  fome 
refemblance  of  thefe  truths  in  the  immenfe  rubbifli  of  Hea- 
then authors,  the  refemblance  is  fo  exceeding  faint,  as  not 
to  be  difcerned  but  by  a  very  lively  invagination,  Befide 
that  even  this  refemblance,  faint  as  it  was,  is  orily  to  be 
found  in  the  difcourfes  of  a  very  few,  and  thofe  were  the  mod 
improved  and  deeply'thinking  men  in  their  feveral  generati- 
ons, while  the  innumerable  mtiltitudes  that  furrounded  thera^ 
were  httle  better  for  the  knowledge  of  the  philofophers  ;  but 
remained  as  totally  ignorant  even  of  thefe  capital  truths,  a^ 
were  the  beafis  that  peri(h.  ^  •"    * ' 

3*  Certain  it  is,  that  thefe  truths  were  never  known  to 
the  vulgar,  the  bulk  of  mankind,  to  the  generality  (pf  men 
in  any  nation,  till  they  were  brought  to  light  by  the  gofpel, 
Notwithftanding  a  fpark  of  knowledge  glimmering  here  and 
there,  the  whole  eaith  was  covered  with  darknefs,  till  the 
Sun  of  Righteoufncfs  arofe,  and  fcattered  the  {hades  of  night. 
Since  this  Day-fpring  from  on  high  h^s  appeared,  a  great 
light  hath  (hined  unto  thofe,  w^ho  till  then,  fat  in  darknefs 
and  in  the  fliadow  of  death.  And  thoufands  of  theft)  in  every 
age  have  known,  that  GOD  fo  loved  the  world ^  ^^  Xo  give 
his  only -begotten  Son,  to  the  end  that  zohofoeveftulieveth  on  himi 
fhould  not perifk  but  have  everlajling  life.  And  being  entruft- 
,    ed  with  theoracles  of  GOD^  they  have  known,  that  GOB 
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ka^h  alfo  given  us  his  Holy  Spirit,   who  worketh  in  us  both 
to.  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plea] ure. 

4.  How  remarkable  are  thofe  words  of  the  apoftle,  which 
precede  thefe  ?  Ltt  this  mind  be  in  you^  which  was  aljo  in 
Chrij}  Jefas  ;  who  being  in  the  form  oj  GOD,  the  incommu- 
nicable nature  of  GOD  from  eternity,  counted  it  no  a&  of 
robbery,  i  that  is  the  precife  meaning  of  the  word)  no  invafi- 
QX\  of  anv  other's  prerogative? ;  but  his  own  unqueftionable 
x^ghly,  to  be  equal  zmih  GOD.  Th^  word  implies  both  the 
fubifjs  'd.uA  the  fupreme  height  Qi  the  Godhead.  To  which 
are  oppofed  the  two  words,  he  emptied,  and  he  humbled  hirn^ 
^if.H^  emptied  himfilf  o{  that  divine  fulnefs,  veiled  his  ful- 
nefs  from  the  eyes  ot  men  and  angels,  taking,  and  by  that 
very  a6l  emptying  himfeif,  the  form  of  a  fervant,  being  jnade 
in  th^  likenefs  of  men,  a  tCal  man  like  other  men.  And  being 
found  in  fafnion  as  a  man,  a  C(;mmpn  man,  without  any  pe- 
culiar beauty  or  excellency,  he  humbled  him f  If  \.o  a  flill  great- 
er degree,  becoming  obedient  to  GOD,  though  equal  with  him, 
tven  unto  death,  yea,  the  death  of  the  crofs,  the  greateil  in- 
fiance  both  of  humiliation  and  obedience. 

Having  propof<?d  the  example  of  Chrift,  the  apoflle  ex- 
horts them  to  fecure  the  falvation  which  Chrift  hath  purcha- 
fed  for  them.  Wherefhre  work  out  your  own  falvation  with 
fear  and  trembling  ;.  for  it  is,  GOD  which  worktth  in  you  both 
to  will  and  to  dp  of  his  good  plea  fare. 

In  ihefc  comprehcnfiye  words  we  may  obferve, 

Firft,  That  grand  truth,  which  ought  never  to  be  out  of 
our  remembrance,  It  is  GOD  that  worketh  in  u^  both  to  will 
qnd  to  do  of  }ps  own  good  pleafure  :  ■  "*' 

Secondly,  The  improvement  we  ought  to  make  of  it, 
Work  out  your  ozvn  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling  : 

T^hirdly,  Th.e  connexion  between  them  :  It  is  GOD  that 
worketh  in  you  :  therefore  work  out  your  own  falvation, 

I.  I.  Firft,  we  are.  to  obferve  that  great  and  important 
truth,  which  ought  never  to  be  out  of  our  remembrance.  It 
IS  GOD  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good 
pleafure.  The  meaning  of  thefe  words  may  be  made  more, 
plain,  by  a  fmall  tranfpofition  of  them.     li  is  GOD  that  of 

his 
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his  goad  pleafure  worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do.  This 
pofition  of  the  words,  conrjcfting  the  phrafe  of  his  good  plea- 
Jure  with  i\i^  vj  or  A-  w  or  keth,  removes  all  imagination  ot  me- 
rit from  man,  and  gives  GOD  the  whole  gloiy  of  his  owa 
work.  Otherwife  we  might  have  had  feme  room  for  boaft- 
ing,  as  if  it  were  our  own  defert,  fome  j^oodnefs  in  us,  or 
fome  good  thing  done  by  us,  which  firft  moved  GOD  to 
work.  But  this  expreflion  cuts  off  all  fuch  vain  conceits, 
and  clearly  fhews  his  motive  to  work  lay  wholly  in  himfelf: 
in  his  own  mere  grace,  in  his  unmerited  mercy, 

2.  It  is  by  this  alone  he  is  impelled  to  work  in  man  both 
to  will  and  to  do.  The  expreffion  is  capable  of  two  inter- 
pxetations ;  both  of  which  are  unqueftionably  true.  Firft, 
To  will,  may  include  the  whole  of  inward  ;  to  do,  the  whole 
of  outward  religion.  And  if  it  be  "thus  underftood,  it  im- 
plies, that  it  is  GOD  that  worketh  both  inward  and  out- 
ward holinefs.  Secondly,  To  will,  may  imply  every  good 
defire  ;  to  do,  whatever  refults  therefrom.  And  then  the 
fentence  means,  GOD  breathes  into  us  every  good  defire, 
and  brings  every  good  defire  to  good  effeft. 

3.  The  oiriginal  words  tc  5sA«j/  and  to  m^yny  feem  to  favour 
the  latter  conftruClion  :  t^  ,9sA«y,  which  we  rtndi^x  to  will, 
plainly  including  every  good  defire,  whether  relating  to  our 
tempers,  words,  or  actions;  to  inward  or  outward  holinefs. 
And  Td  Ivz^yetv  which  we  render  to  do,  manifeftly  implies  all 
that  power  from  on  high  ;  all  that  energy  which  works  in 
us  every  right  difpofition,  and  then  furniflies  usvfor  e^ery 
good  word  and  work.  >    ,    -;•   ^>(  if    .^^^.v^   > 

4.  Nothing  can  fo  direflly  tend  to  hide  pride  from  man, 
as  a  deep,  lafting  conviftion  of  this.  For  if  we  are  tho- 
roughly fenfiblc,  that  we  have  nothing  which  we  have  not 
received,  ^  how  can  w^e  glory  as  if  we  had  not  received  it  ? 
If  we  know  and  feel,  that  the  very  firft  motion  of  good  is 
from  above,  as  well  as  the  power  which  condufls  it  ta  the 
end:  if  it  is  GOD  that  not  only  iiifufes  every  good  defire,' 
but  that  accompanies  and  follows  it;  elfe  it  vanifhes  away; 
then  it  evidently  follows,  that  he  who  gloritth,  vmfi  glory 
in  the.  Lord. 

II.  1. 
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IL  1.  Proceed  we  now  to  the  fecond  po^fit."^' If  GOD 
tvorkeih  in  you^  then  work  out  your  own  falvation-  The 
original  word  rendered,  work  out^  implies  the  doing  a  thing 
thoroughly.  Your  own—for  you  yourfelves  rauft  do  this, 
or  It  will  be  left  undone  for  ever.  Your  own  falvation--^ 
Salvation  begins  with  what  is  ufually  termed  (and  very  pro-, 
periy)  preventing  grace ;  including  the  firft  wifli  to  pleafe 
GOD,  the  fifft  dawn  of  light  concerning  his  will,  and  the : 
firft  flight,  tranfient  conviftion  of  having  finned  againft  himC 
All  thefe  imply  fome  tendency  toward  life,  fome  degree  of 
fdlvation,  the  beginning  of  a  deliverance  frcm  a  blind,  un- 
feeiing  heart,  quite  infenfible  of  GOD  and  the  things  of 
GOD.  Solvation  is  carried  on  hy  convincing  grace,  ufuali 
ly  in  fcnpture  termed  repentance^  which  brings  a  larger  mea- 
fure  of  felf-kncwledge,  and  a  farther  deliverance  trcm  the 
heart  ot  flore.  Aherwards  we  experience  the  proper  chfif- 
tian  falvation,  vjh^\<^ytkmxtgk  grace,  we  arejavedkyfcitki 
confining  of  the  fe  two  grand  branches,  jufli£cation  j^nd 
fantiification.  By  juflificaiion  we  are  faved  from  the  guiTt 
of  fin,  and  rellored  to  tlie  favour  of  GOD  :  by  fanftificaiion 
we  are  faved  from  the  power  and  root  of  fin,  and  reflored 
to  the  image  of  GOD.  All  experience  as  well  as  fcripture 
fhew  this  falvation  to  be  both  infiantaneous  and  gnidual. 
It  begins  the  moment  we  are  jnftlfied,  in  the  holy,  humble;' 
gentle,  patient  love  of  GOD  and  man.  It  gradually  in- 
creafes  from  that  moment,  ^% -Sl  grain  of  mujiard-fecd^  which 
at  firjl  is  the  lecifl  of  all  feeds,  but  gradually  ^w^j  forth  large 
branches  J  and  becomes  a  great  tree;  till  in  aiiOthcr  inftant 
the  heart  is  cleanfed  from  all  fin,  and  filled  with  pure  love 
to  GOD  and  man.  But  even  that  love  increafes  more  and 
more,  till  \^cgrow  up  in  all  things  unto  him  that  is  our  he sd^ 
till  we  attain  the  meafure  of  the  flature  ofthefulnefscfChrift.- 

2.  But  how  arc  we  to  work  out  this  falvation  ?  The 
apollle  anfvvers,  zoithfear  and  trembling.  There  is  another 
pafiage  of  St.  Paid  wherein  the  fame  expreflion  occurs, 
^vhich  may  give  light  to  this.  Servants,  obey  your  mafiers 
according  to  M^j?^,  according  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
(although  fcnfible  that  in  a  little  time  the  fervant  wilKbe 

free 
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free  from  his  mafter,)  with  fear  and  trembling.  This  is  '\ 
proverbial  expreffisn,  which  cannot  be  under  flood  literally. 
For  what  mafter  could  bear,  much  lefs  require^  a  fervant 
to  ftand  trembling  and  quaking  before  him?  And  the  fol- 
lowing words  utterly  exclude  this  meaning:  in  fingUneJs  of 
your  hearty  with  a  fingle  eye  to  the  will  and  providence  of 
GOD,  not  with  eyefervicCy  as.  vien-pltafers^  hKt  as  the 
fervants  of  Chrijl,  4oing  the  will  of  GOD  from  the  heart: 
doing  whatever  they  do  as  the  will  of  GOD,  and  therefore 
with  their  might,  Eph.  vi.  5,  &c.  It  is  eaiy  to  fee,  that 
thefe  ftrong  expreffions  of  the  apoftle  clearly  imply  two, 
things:  |irft,  tha,t  every  thing  be  done  with  the  utnioft 
earneftnefs  of  fpirit,  and  with  all  <;:are  and  caution  ;  (per- 
haps mor^  direftly  referring  to,  the  former  words  ^er^  (poj^-^^^ 
zvithfear)  fecondly,  that  it  be  done  with  the  utmoft  dili- 
gence, fpeed,  punftuality  and  exaftnefs:  not  improbably 
referring  to  the  latter  word  ^igr^i  raofAH'  with  trcmhling^ 

3.  How  eafily  may  \ye  transfer  this  to  the  bufniefs  oT 
life,  the  working  out  our  own  falvation  1  With  the  fame 
temper  ^nd  in  the  fame  manner  that  ('hriftian  fervants  ferve 
their  mafters  that  are  upon  earth,  let  all  Chriftians  labour 
to  ferve  their  mafter  that  is  in  heaven  :  that  is,  firft,  with. 
the  utmoft  earneftnefs  of  f[:)irit,  wiih  all  poilible  care  and 
caution,  and  fecondly,  with,  the  utmoft  diligence,  fpecd, 
punftuality,  and  exaftnefs. 

4.  But  what  are  the  fteps  which  the  fcripture  direfls  u$ 
to  take,  in  the  working  out  of  our  own  falvation  ?  The 
prophet  Ifaiah  gives  us  a  general  anfwcr,  touching  the  firft 
fteps  which  we  are  to  take,  ceafe  to  do  evil;  ham  to  do 
well.  If  ever  you  defire  that  GOD  ftipyld  work  in  you 
that  faith,  whereof  cometh  both  prefent  and  eternal  falva- 
tion; by  the  grace  already  given  fly  from  all  fin  as  from 
the  face  of  a  ferpent:  carefully  avoid  every  evil  word  and 
work;  yea,  abftain  from  all  appearance  of  evil.  Ax\A  learn 
to  do  well:  be  zealous  of  good  works,  of  works  of  piety, 
as  well  as  works  of  mercy  :  family-prayer,  and  crying  ta 
GOD  in  fecret.  Faft  in  fecret,  and  your  father  which  Jketh 
infecrety  he  will  reward  you  openly.     Search  the  fcrifiures  ,^ 

hear 
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iieai"  them  in  public,  read  them  in  private,  and  meditate 
therein.  At  every  opportunity  be  a  partaker  of  the  Lord's 
fupper :  do  this  in  remembrance  of  hivi^  and  he  will  meet 
you  at  his  own  table.  Let  your  converfation  be  with  the 
children  of  GOD,  and  fee  that  it  he  in  grace^  feafoned  with 
fait.  As  ye  have  time,  do  good  unto  all  men,  to  their 
fouls  and  to  their  bodies.  And  herein  he  ye  Jicdfajl,  un- 
moveable,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  It 
then  only  remains,  that  ye  deny  yourfelves,  and  take  up  your 
crofs  daily.  Deny  yourfelves  every  pleafure  which  does 
hot  prepare  you  for  taking  pleafure  in  GOD.  And  wil- 
lingly embrace  every  means  of  drawing  near  to  GOD, 
though  it  be  a  crofs,  though  it  be  grievous  to  flefh  and 
blood.  Thus,  when  you  have  redemption  in  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  you  will  go  on  to  perfeSion;  till  walking  in  the  light 
as  he  is  in  the  light,  you  are  enabled  to  teftify,  that  he  is 
faithftd  and  juf}^  not  only  Xo  forgive  y our fns^  but  to  cUajfe 


.1^  _  ^  V'-  c 


you  from  all  unrighteoufnefs 

IIL  1.  "But,"  fay  fome,  **  what  connodori  is  there  be- 
tweerr  the  former  and  the  latter  claufe  of  this  fentence?  Is 
there  not  rather  a  flat  oppofition,  between  the  one  and  the 
other?  It  it  is  GOD  that  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and 
to  do,  what  need  is  there  of  our  working  i^  Does  not  his 
working  thus  fupercede  the  neceffity  of  our  working  at  all  ^ 
Nay,  does  it  not  render  our  working  imprafticable,  as  well 
as  unnecelFary?  For  if  we  allow  that  GOD  does  all,  what 
is  there  left  for  us  to  do  ?" 

2.  Such  is  the  reafoning  of  flefh  and  blood.  And  a(^ 
firft  hearing  it  is  exceeding  plaufible.  But  it  is  not  folid, 
a$  will  evidently  appear,  if  we  confidcr  the  matter  m.ord 
deeply.  We  fhaU  then  fee,  there  is  no  oppofition  between 
thefe,  "  GOD  works;  therefore  do  ye  work-''  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  clofeft  connexion,  and  that' in  two  refpetls. 
For,  firft,  GOD  works;  therefore  you  ^a;2  work:  fecondly, 
GOD  works,   therefore  you  inufl  w^ork. 

g;  Firft.  GOt)  v/orketh  in  you ;  therefore  you  can  work: 
oth^rM^fei  it  would  be  impoftible.  If  he  did  not  work,  it 
would  be 'impolTible  for  you  to  work  out  your  bw^ri  falva- 

tion. 
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tion.  With  man  this  is  impejfihle^  faith  our  Lord,  Jor  a 
rich  man  to  enter  into  tht  kingdcm  of  heaven.  Yea,  it  is 
in  pofliHle  for  any  man ;  for  any  that  is  born  of  a  woman, 
unlefs  GOD  work  in  him.  Seeing  all  men  are  by  nature 
not  only  Tick,  but  dead  in  trefpujfs  and  Jins^  it  is  not  pof* 
fible  for  them  to  do  any  thing  well,  till  GOD  raifes  thera 
from  the  dead.  It  was  impoffible  for  Lazarus  to  come  for  th^ 
lili  the  Lord  had  given  him  life.  And  it  is  equaify  impof- 
fible for  us,  to  come  out  of  our  fins,  yea,  or  to  make  the 
leaft  motion  toward  it,  till  he  who  hath  all  power  in  hea- 
ven and  earth,  calls  our  dead  fouls  into  life. 

4.  Yet  this  is  no  excufe  for  thofe  who  continue  in  fin^ 
and  lay  the  blame  upon  iheir  Maker,  by  faying,  it  is  GOD 
only  that  muft  quicken  us;  for  we  cannot  quicken  our  own 
fouls.  For  allowing  that  all  the  fouls  of  men  are  dead  in 
fin  by  nature^  this  excufes  none,  feeing  there  is  no  man  in 
a  mere  ftate  of  nature:  there  is  no  man,  unlcis  he  has 
quenched  the  Spirit,  that  is  wholly  void  ot  the  grace  of 
GOD.  No  man  living  is  entirely  deftitute  of  what  is  vul- 
garly called  natural  conjcience.  But  this  is  not  natural:  it 
is  more  properly  termed  preventing  grace.  Every  man  has 
a  greater  or  lefs  meafure  of  this,  which  waiteth  not  for  the 
call  of  man.  Every  one  has,  fooner  or  later,  good  defires, 
although  the  geneiality  of  men  flifle  them  before  they  can 
flrike  deep  root,  or  produce  any  confiderable  fruit.  Every 
one  has  fome  meafure  of  that  light,  fome  faint  and  glim- 
mering ray,  which  fooner  or  later,  more  01  lefs,  enlightens 
every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world.  And  every  one, 
unlefs  he  he  one  of  the  fmall  number,  whofe  confcience  is 
feared  as  with  a  hot  iron,  feels  more  or  lefs  uneafy,  when 
he  aSs  contrary  to  the  light  of  his  own  confcience.  So 
that  no  man  fins,  becaufe  he  has  not  grace,  but  becaufe 
he  does  not  ufe  the  grace  which  he  hath. 

5.  Therefore  in  as  much  as  GOD  works  in  you,  you 
are  now  able  to  work  out  your  own  falvation.  Since  he 
•worketh  in  you,  of  his  own  good  pleafure,  without  any 
merit  of  yours,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  it  is  poffible  for 
you  to  fulfil  all  righteoufnefs.     It  is  poffible  for  you,   to 

love 
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Ivve  GOD,  hecauft  he  hath  firfl  loved  us;  and  to  walk  in 
love,  after  the  pattern  ^f  our  great  mafter,.  We  know  in- 
deed, that  word  of  his  to  be  abfoluteJy  true_,  mthoid  me  ye 
can  da  nothing.  But  on  the  other  han4  .^y^  kno>v,/every 
believer  can  fay,   /  cai^^\d(^'all  things  through   Chrijl   that 

firmgtheneth  7M.  '  \  .        .,..    :i- ^:-^  ,u:^c  roi  .i^icm 

6.   Mean  time  let  us  remember,  that  GOD  has  joined 
thefe    together  in  the  experience  of  every  believer.      And 
therefore  we.rnuft  take  care,  not  to  imagine  they  are   ever 
tQ:be  pui  afunder.      We  muil  beware  oftji^t  mock  hurnili- 
ty,   which  teacheth  us  to  fay,  in  excufe  for  our^wilfyl  difo- 
bedience,  -'  O,   1  can. dp  nothing:"  and  (lops  there,   with- 
out once  naming  the  grace  of  GOD.      Pray,   think,  twict. 
Confider  what  j'ou  fay.      I  hope  you  wrong  yourfelf.      For 
if  it  be  really  true,   that  you  can  do  nothing,   tbeq  you  h?ye 
;I1Q  Jaith..    .And  if  you  have  not  faith,  you <9re.ia^^.^wretGh7 
j^d  condition:   you  are  not  in  a  Hate  of ^falvatipn.,^ ^Surely 
iit  is.jBpt  fo.    You  can  do  fomething,  through  C.lirift  flr^ngth- 
fiening  you.     Stir  up  the  fpark  of  grace  which  ij^  pow  jn  you: 
.-and  he  will  give  you  more  grace,  v  .        y.  -r-   *,%.' 

lii-'f  ^♦.iSecondly.   GQD  worketh  in  you:   there^grje .yoti  ;;^^^ 
i/tvori^:,c)*ou  mufl  be  zoorkers  together  with  him^  (tHey  are  the 
.^yery-word^  of.  the  apoflle)  otherwife  he  will  ceafe  wording. 
iiS'he  general;! uljI'iO?!  which  his  .gracious  difp^nfatio^ns  inva- 
riably pracqed^jis  this,   [7/2^^  hirn.  that  hathy  Jliall  be  given: 
.but  from  him.,  that  hath  not,  that  does  not  improve  the  grace 
^;already   given,  v^/7^^//<^^/^i<?;2.^r^^^jy   zohat  he  ojfuredly  hqtfi. 
.(§o,the':wprd5  ought  to  be  rendered.)     Ev-eu  S,t.  Augujtirie 
<,wlM>-/is'. generally  fappofed.^< to  favour  the.conyrary  doftrine, 
r^Jnake»4hatju{l  remark,  v^i/i^a/  nosJznenoMs^  mnfalv.^t, 
^/mos JirhcnQbm:^^   "vh^  that  made  us  ^withq^t^.ourfelves,   v^ill 
!:?XiQt' five  lis  without  ourfeIve&,^^\,J,He  willxiot  (^^^    us,  un- 
lefs  v^c  fave  ourfdues  from  this-  iintozoard  generation  :  unlefs 
we  ourfelves  fght  the  good  fght  of  faith, .  and  lay    hold  on 
%tt^milf  :  unlefs  \>^^  agmize  to  enter  in  at  the  f  rait  gate ^ 
.'  '4^nyi' -ourfelves,    take   up  aur  crofs   daily,    and    labour,    by 
every  poluble  mQ^n%,  xqlmake  our  own  calling  and  eleBion 

;  Vol.  11.  3  Y  8,  Lahout 
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8.  Labour  then,  brethren,  not  for  the  meat  that  perijhttji^ 
hut  for  that  ivhich  endureth  to  evcrlafing  Hfe.  Say  with 
our  bleffed  Lord,  though  in  a  fomevvhat  different  fenfe,  My 
Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work.  In  confideration  that 
he  ftill  worketh  in  you,  be  never  weary  of  well- doing.  Go 
on,  in  virtue  of  the  grace  of  GOD,  preventing,  accompa- 
nying and  following  you,  in  the  work  of  faith,  in  the  pati- 
ence of  hope,  and  in  the  labour  of  love.  Be  ye  fedfajl  and 
immoveable ;  always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 
And  the  GOD  of  peace,  who  brought  again  from  the  dead 
the  great  fnepherd  of  the  fJieep  \_jf^fus],  make  you  perfeB  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  what  is  welU 
pleafing  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrifl^  to  whom  be  glo^ 
^y  for  ever  and  ever  I 
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SUNDAY,  July  1.  I  preached  to  about  5000,  on  that 
favourite  advice  of  the  infidel  in  Ecclefiafes  (fo  zealouf- 
ly  inforced  by  his  brethren  now)  Be  not  righteous  over  muchi 
At  Hannam  and  at  Rofe-Green  I  explained  the  latter  part  of 
the  viith  of  St.  Luke  :  That  verfe  efpecially,  When  they  had 
nothing  to  pay,  he  frankly  J  or  gave  them  both. 

A  young  woman  funk  down  at  Rofe-Green,  in  a  violent 
agony  both  of  body  and  mind  :  As  did  five  or  fix  perfons  in 
the  evening  at  iht  New  Room,  at  w^hofe  cries  many  were  great- 
ly offended.  The  fame  offence  was  given  in  the  morning  by 
one  at  Weaver  s-Hall,  and  by  eight  or  nine  others,  at  Glou-^ 
cefler-Lane  in  the  evening.  The  firft  that  was  deeply  touch, 
ed  was  L — W — /  whofe  mother  had  been  not  a  little  diL 
pleafed  a  day  or  two   before,    when  flie  was  told,  how  her 

daughte^ 
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daughter  had  expofed  herfdf  before  all  the  congregation  : 
The  mother  herfelf  was  the  next,  who  fell  down,  and 
loft  her  fenfes  in  a  moment ;  but  went  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter;, full  of  joy,   as  did  mofl:  of  thofe  that  had  been  in  pain. 

Soon  after  the  fociety,*  I  went  to  Mrs.  T — 's,  whofe  near- 
eft  relations  were  earncllly  dilTuading  her,  from  being  Right-- 
eous  over  much;  and  by  the  old  motive.  Why Jhouldjl  thou 
dcjiroy  thyftlf?  She  anfwered  all  they  advanced  with  meck- 
nefs  and  love,  and  continued  flediafl;  and  immoveable.  En- 
dure hardfhip  ftill,  thou  good  foldier  of  Chrift  f  Perfecuted 
but  not  forfaken  :  Torn  with  inward,  and  encompaft  with 
outward  temptations :  But  yielding  to  none,  O  may  pati- 
ence have  its  perfeft  work  ! 

Tucfday  3.  1  preached  at  Bath  to  the  moft  attentive  and 
ferious  audience  I  have  ever  feen  there.  On  Wednef,  I 
preached  at  Newgate  on  thofe  words,  Becauft  of  the  Phari- 
Jees^  they  dnrjl  not  confcfs  him, — For  they  loved  the  praife  of 
meUy  more  than  the  praife  of  QOY),  A  meffage  was  deliver- 
ed to  m.e  when  I  had  done,  from  the  fljeriffs^  *'  That  I  muft 
preach  there  no  more." 

Friday  6.  I  preft  a  ferious  Quaker  to  tell  me,  why  he 
did  not  come  to  hear  me  as  formerly  ?  He  laid,  "  Becaufe 
he  found  we  were  not  led  by  the  Spirit ;  for  we  fixt  times 
of  preaching  before-hand  ;  whereas  we  ought  to  do  nothing 
unlefs  we  ^^^cxq  fenfibly  moved  thereto  by  the  Holy  Ghoft." 
I  afked,  *'  Whether  we  ought  not  to  do  what  GOD  in 
fcripture  commands,  when  we  have  opportunity  ?  Whether 
the  providence  of  GOD  thus  concurring  with  his  word,  were 
not  a  fuRicient  reafon  for  our  doing  it^  although  we  were  not 
at  that  moment  feifihiy  moved,  thereto  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  ?" 
He  anfwered,  "  It  was  not  a  fufficient  reafon.  This  was 
to  regard  the  letter  that  killetkJ'  GOD  grant,  that  I  may  fo 
regard  it  all  the  days  of  my  life! 

In  the  afternoon  I  was  with  Mr.  Whitefield,  juft  come 
from  London,  with  whom  I  went  to  Baptifi- Mills,  where  he 
preached  concerning  the  Holy  Ghoji,  which  all  who  believe 
are  to  receive  ;  not  without  a  juft,  though  fevere  cenfure  of 
thofe,  who  preach  as  if  there  were  no  Holy  Ghoft. 

Saturday 


540  THE  JOURNAL  OF  THE  REVD.  JOHN  WESLEY. 

Saturday  7.  I  had  an  opportunity  to  talk  with  him  of  thofe 
outward  figns,  w^hich  had  fo  often  accompanied  the  inward 
work  ot  GOD.  1  found  his  objections  were  chiefly  grounded 
on  grofs  mifreprefentations  of  matter  of  fa6l.  But  the  next 
day  he  had  an  opportunity  of  informing  himfelf  better.  For 
no  fooner  had  he  begun  (in  the  apphcation  of  his  fermon)  to 
invite  all  finners,  to  believe  in  Chriit,  than  four  perfons 
funk  down  clofe  to  him,  almoft  in  the  fame  moment.  One 
of  them  lay  without  either  fenfe  or  motion.  A  fecond 
trembled  exceedingly.  The  third  had  flrong  convulfions  all 
over  his  body,  but  made  no  noife,  unlefs  by  groans.  The 
fourth,  equally  convulfed,  called  upon  GOD,  with  flrong 
cries  and  tears.  From  this  time  I  truft,  we  fhall  all  fuffer 
GOD  to  carry  on  his  own  work  in  the  way  that  pleafeth 
him. 

Thurfday  13.  I  went  to  a  gentleman  who  is  much  troubled 
with  what  they  call  lownejs  of  fpirits.  Many  fuch  have  I 
been  with  before  ;  but  in  feveral  of  them,  it  was  no  bodily 
diftemper.  They  wanted  fomething,  they  knew  not  what, 
and  were  therefore,  heavy,  uneafy,  and  diffatisfied  with  eve^ 
ry  thing.  The  plain  truth  is,  they  wanted  GOD,  they 
wanted  Chrift,  thev  wanted  faith.  And  GOD  convinced 
them  of  their  want,  in  away  their  phyficians  no  more  wn- 
derAood  than  themfelves.  Accordingly  nothing  availed  till 
the  great  phyfician  came.  For  in  fpite  of  all  natural  means, 
he  who  made  them  for  himfelf,  wovild  not  fuffer  them  to 
left,   till  they  relied  in  him. 

On  Friday  in  the  afterr^oon  I  left  BriJlGl  w4th*  Mr. 
JVnitefidd,  in  the  midft  of  heavy  rain.  But  the  clouds  foori 
diQjerfed,  fo  that  we  had  a  fair,  calm  evening,  and  a  feii- 
ous  congregation  at  Thornbury, 

In  the  mornincr  we  breakfafled  with  a  Ouakcr,  who  had 
been  brought  up  in  the  church  of  England:  but  being  un- 
der fLrong  conviflions  of  inward  fin,  and  applying  to  feve- 
ral. perfons  for  advice,  they  all  judged  him  to  be  under  a 
difordcr  of  body,  and  gave  advice  accordingly.  Some 
Quakers  v^ith  whom  he  met  about  the  fame  time,  told  hirn, 
\\  was  the  hand   of  GOD  upoa  his -foul;  and-advifed  him 


THE  JOURNAL  OF  THE   REVD,  JQHJ?  WESLEY,   54I 

to  feek  another  fort  of  relief  than  thofe  miferable  comfort- 
ers had  recommended.  fVo  unto  you^  ye  blind  leaders  of 
the  blind!  How  long  will  ye  pervert  the  right  ways  of  the 
Lord  ?  Ye  who  tell  the  mourners  in  Zion^  much  religion 
hath  made  you  mad !  Ye  who  fend  them  whom  GOD  hath 
wounded  to  the  devil  for  cure;  to  company,  idle  books  or 
diverfions !  Thus  ihall  they  peri di  in  their  iniquity;  but 
their  blood  ftiall  GOD  require  at  your  hands! 

We  had  an  attentive  congregation  at  Glouce/ler  in  the 
evening.  In  the  morning,  Mr.  Whitrjield  being  gone  tor- 
ward,  I  preached  to  about  five  thoufand  there,  Chrift  our 
wifdom^  righteoufnefs^  fariBification^  and  redemption.  It 
rained  violently  at  five  in  the  evening ;  notwithflanding 
which  two  or  three  thoufand  people  flayed,  to  whom  I  ex- 
pounded that  glorious  vifioa  of  Ezekicl^  of  the  refurreftio^i 
of  the  dry  bones. 

On  Monday  16.  After  preaching  to  two  or  three  thoufand 
on  What  muft  I  do  to  be  faved?  I  returned  to  Brifiol^  and 
preached  to  about  three  thoufand,  on  thofe  words  of  Job^ 
There  the  wicked  ceafefrom  troubling  ;  thtre  the  weary  are  at 
rejl. 

Taffday  17.  I  rode  to  Bradford^  5  miles  from  5^/^,  whi- 
ther I  had  been  long  invited  to  come.  I  waited  on  the  mi- 
nifler,  and  defued  leave  to  preach  in  his  church.  He  faid, 
"  It  was  not  ufual  to  preach  on  the  week-days  :  but  it  I 
could  come  thither  on  a  Sunday^  he  fhould  be  glad  of 
my  afliftance."  Thence  I  went  to  a  gentleman  in  the  town, 
who  had  been  prefent  when  I  preached  at  Batk^  and  with 
the  ftrongeft  marks  of  fine erity  and  affetlion,  wijhed  ine  good 
lack  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  But  it  was  pait.  I  found 
him  now  quite  cold.  He  began  difputing  on  feveral  heads, 
and  at  laft  told  me  plainly,  One  of  our  own  college  had  in- 
formed him,  "  They  always  took  me  to  be  a  little  crack- 
brained  at  Oxford^'' 

However  fome  perfons  who  were  not  of  his  mind,  hav- 
ing pitched  on  a  convenient  place  (called  Bear-field,  or  Bu- 
ry fieUj  on  the  top  of  the  hill  under  which  the  town  lies; 
1  there  offered  Chrill  to  about  a  thoufaxid  people,  fqr  wif- 

dom, 
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dom,  rigbteoufnefs,  fan6lification,  and  redemption.  Thence 
I  returned  to  Bath,  and  preached  on  JVhat  mujl  I  do  to  be 
Javed?  to  a  larger  audieuce  than  ever  before.  I  was  won- 
dering the  god  of  this  world  was  fo  ftill:  when  at  my  re- 
turn from  preaching,  poor  R M told  me,  he  could 

not  let  me  preach  any  more  in  his  ground.  I  afked,  him  why  ? 
He  faid,  **  the  people  hurt  his  trees,  and  ftole  things  out 
of  his  ground.  And  befides  (added  be)  /  have  already,  by 
letting  thee  be  there  y  7nerited  the  dijpleajure  of  my  neighbours  J* 
O  fear  of  man  !  who  is  above  thee,  but  they  who  indeed 
worjhip  GOD  in  Jpirit  and  in  truth  ?  Not  even  thofe  who 
have  one  foot  in  the  grave !  Not  even  thofe  who  dwell  in^ 
rooms  of  cedar  j  and  who  have  heaped  up  gold  as  the  dufi, 
and  filver  as  the  fand  of  the  fea  ! 

Saturday  21.  I  began  expounding  a  fecond  time  our  Lord's 
fermon  up  on  the  mount.  In  the  morning,  Sunday  22,  as  I 
was  explaining  Blejfed  are  the  pure  in  fpirit,  to  about  three 
thoufand  people,  we  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  fhewing  eI! 
men,  what  manner  of  fpirit  we  were  of.  For  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  fermon,  the  prefs-gang  came  and  feized  on  one 
of  the  hearers:  (Ye  learned  in  the  law,  what  becomes  of 
Magna  charta,  and  of  Englijh  liberty,  and  property  ?  Are 
not  thefe  mere  founds,  while,  on  any  pretence,  there  is  fuch 
a  thing  as  a  prefs-gang  fufFered  in  the  land?)  all  the  reft 
ftanding  ftill,  and  none  opening  his  mouth  or  lifiing  up  his 
hand  to  refift  them. 

Monday  23.  To  guard  young  converts  from  fancying, 
that  they  had  already  attained,  or  were  already  perfect,  I 
preached  on  thofe  words,  So  is  the  kingdom  of  GOD,  as 
when  a  man  caflethfted  into  the  ground — and  rifeth  day  and 
nighty  and  the  fed  buddeth  forth  and  fpringeth  up  he  know- 
eth  not  how—frfl  the  blade^  then  the  ear^  then  the  full  corn 
in  the  ear. 

On  feveral  evenings  this  week,  and  particularly  on  Fri^ 
day,  many  were  deeply  convinced  ;  but  none  were  deliver- 
ed from  that  painful  conviSion  :  The  children  came  to  the 
birth;  but  there  was  notflrmgth  to  bring  forth.  I  fear  we 
have  grieved  the  Spirit  of  the  jealous  GOD,  by  queftioning 

iiis 
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liis  work  :  and  that  therefore  he  is  withdrawn  from  us  for 
a  feafon.      But  he  will  return  and  abundantly  pardon, 

Mand.  30,  Two  more  were  in  flrong  pain,  both  their  fouls 
and  bodies  being  well-nigh  torn  afunder.  But  though  we 
cried  unto  GOD,  there  was  no  anfwer,  neither  did  he  as 
yet  deliver  them  at  all. 

One  of  thefe  had  been  remarkably  zealous  againfl  thofe 
that  cried  out  and  made  a  noife,  being  fure  that  any  of  them 
might  kelp  it  if  they  would.  And  the  fame  opinion  fhe  was 
in  ilill  till  the  moment  fhe  was  ftruck  through  as  with  a 
fword,  and  fell  trembling  to  the  ground.  She  then  cried 
aloud,  though  not  articulately,  her  words  being  fwallowed 
up.  In  this  pain  fhe  continued  twelve  or  fourteen  hours, 
and  then  her  foul  was  fet  at  liberty.  But  her  mafler  (for 
Ihe  was  a  fervant  till  that  time,  at  a  gentleman's  in  town) 
forbid  her  returning  to  him,  faying,  he  would  have  none  in 
his  houfe^  zuho  had  received  the  Holy  Ghojl. 

Tuefday  31.  I  preached  at  Bradford  to  above  two  thou- 
fand,  many  of  whom  were  of  the  better  rank,  on  What  mufl 
1  do  to  be  faved?  They  all  behaved  with  decency,  and  none 
went  away  till  it  was  ended.  While  I  was  preaching  at  Bdth^ 
in  my  return,  fome  of  the  audience  did  not  behave  fo  well ; 
being,  I  fear,  a  little  too  nearly  concerned,  when  I  came  to 
the  application  of  thofe  words,  Not  only  this  our  crafty  is  in 
danger  to  be  fet  at  nought ;  but  alfo  that  the  temple  of  the 
great  goddefs  Diana  fhould  be  defpifed — whom  all  Afia  and 
the  world  worfliippeth. 

Having  a  caution  againfl  religious  delufon,  put  into  my 
hands  about  this  time,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  the 
author  of  it  :  which  I  accordingly  did,  in  the  following 
terms  : 

Reverend  Sir^ 

1.  '\7'OU  charge  me  (for  I  am  called  a  Methodfl^  and 
JL  confequently  included  within  your  charge)  with 
vain  and  corf  dent  boajlings^  rcfh,  uncharitable  cenfures^ 
damning  all  who  do  not  feel  zukat  I  feel  ;  not  allowing  men  to 
be  in  afalvablefate,  unlefs  they  have  experienced  fomc  fudden 

operation 
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operation^  which  may  he  dijfiffgtnjked  as  the  hand  of  GOD 
upon  tkem^  overpowering  as  it  were  the  foul:  With  denying 
men  the  vfe  of  GOD*s  creatttres^  whick  he  hath  appointed  to 
he  received  with  thani^tingy  and  encouraging  abftineme.pray^ 
€r  and  otJur  religious  exercifts^  to  the  negkB  oj  the  duties  of 
cur  Ration.  O  fir,  can  you  prove  this  charge  upon  mc  ? 
The  Lord  fhall  judge  in  that  day ! 

2,  I  do  indeed  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges  to  call 
poor  fmners  to  Chrift.  But  not  in  a  tumuUuoiis  manner^  not  to 
the  di/liirbance  of  the  public  peace^  or  the  prejudice  of  families. 
Neither  herein  do  I  break  any  law  which  I  know  ;  much  lefs 

fet  at  nought  all  rule  and  authority.  Nor  can  1  be  faid  to  in^ 
trude  into  the  laboxtrs  of  thofe,  who  do  not  labour  at  all ; 
but  fuffer  thoufands  of  thofe  for  whom  Chrift  died,  iopcrifk 

for  lack  of  knowledge. 

3,  They  perifli  for  want  of  knowing,  That  we  as  well  as 
the  Heathens,  are  alienated  from  the  life  of  GOD  :  that  eve^ 
ry  one  of  us  by  the  corruption  of  our  inmoft  nature,  is  very 

far  gone  from  original  righteoufnefs  ;  fo  far,  that  every  per- 
fon  horn  into  the  worlds  deferveth  GOD*s  wrath  and  damna* 
tion  :  That  we  have  by  nature  no  power  either  to  help  our* 
felves,  or  even  to  call  upon  GOD  to  help  us  ;  all  our  tem- 
pers and  works,  in  our  natural  ftate,  being  only  evil  conti- 
nually. So  that  our  coming  to  Chrift,  as  well  ^%  theirs^ 
mufl  infer  a  great  and  mighty  change*  It  muft  infer,  not  on- 
ly an  outward  change^  from  ftealing,  lying  and  all  corrupt 
communication  ;  but  a  thorough  change  of  hearty  an  inward 
renewal  in  the  fpirit  of  our  mind*  Accordingly,  the  old  man 
implies  infinitely  more  than  outward  evil  converfationy  even 
an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  corrupted  by  pride  and  a  thoufand 
deceitful  lufts.  Of  confequence,  the  ??<?gfA  ^?^?z  nui ft.  imply 
infinitely  more  than  outward  good  converfation^  ^^^P^  <^  good 
heart,  which  after  GOD  is  created  in  righteoufnefs  and  tru^ 
holinefs :  a  heart  full  of  that  faith,  which  working  by  love, 
produces  all  holinefs  of  converfation.  .5J9  ,y 

4,  The  change  from  the  former  of  thefe  flates  to  the  lat- 
ter, is  what  I  call  The  new  birth.  But  you  fay,  I  am  not 
content  with  this  plain  and  eafy  fiotion  of  it,  but  f II  myflf 

and 


TlXS   JOURNAL   Ot   THE   REVD.  JOHN   WESLEY.    545 

^Cnd  others  with  fanta/llcal  conceits  ^bout  \i.  Alas,  fir,  how- 
can  you  prove  this  ?  And  if  you  cannot  prove  it,  what 
amends  can  you  make,  either  to  GOD  or  to  me  or  10  the 
world,   for  publicly  afTerting  a  grofs  falfhood  ? 

5.  Perhaps  you  fay,  You  can  prove  this  of  Mr.  IVhiU^ 
field.  Wh-at  then  ?  This  is  nothing  to  me.  I  am  not  ac- 
countable for  his  words.  The  journal  you  quote  I  never 
fasv  till  it  w^as  in  print.  But  indeed  you  wrong  him  as 
much  as  me  :  Firft,  where  you  reprefent  him  as  judging  the 
Motions  of  the  Quakers  in  general  (concerning  being  led  by 
the  Spirit)  to  be  right  and  good ;  whereas  he  fpeaks  only 
of  iho^Q  particular  men,  with  whom  he  was  then  converfing. 
And  again,  where  you  fay,  he  fuppofes  a  perfon  believing  in 
Chrift, — to   be  without  any  favlng  knowledge  of  him.      He 

fuppofes  no  fuch  thing.  To  believe  in  Chrift,  was  the  ve- 
ry thing  he  fuppofed  wanting  :  As  under  ft  anding  that  term 
lelievin'T  to  imply,  not  only  an  a  (Tent  to  the  articles  of  our 
creed,  but  alfo  A  Jure  trujl  and  confidence  cf  the  mercy  cf 
GOD  through  cur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

6.  Now  this  it  is  certain  a  man  may  want,  ahhough  he 
can  truly  fay,  I  am  chafle^  lamfober,  I  am  jifl  in  my  deal- 
ings^ I  help  r,iy  neighbour,  and  vfe  the  ordinances  of  GOD. 
And  however  fuch  a  man  may  have  behaved  in  th.ft  refpeds, 
iie  is  not  to  think  well  of  his  ownfiate^  till  he  experiences  jume'- 
■thing  within  himfelf  which  he  has  not  y^t  experienced,  but 
zvhich  he  may  be  bejore-hand  affured  he  ffiall^  If  the  promifes 
o{  COD  are  true.  That  fomething  is,  a  living  faith  :  A 
fure  trufl  and  confidence  in  GOD,  that  by  the  merits  ^Chrilc 
hiS  fins  are  forgiven,  and  he  reconciled  to  the  favour  ofOOY), 
And  from  this  will  fpring  many  other  things,  which  till 
then  he  experienced  not,  as,  the  love  of  GOD  flied  abroad 
m  his  heart,  the  peace  of  GOD  which  palTeth  all  under- 
ftanding,  and  joy  in  the  Koly  Ghoft,  joy  though  not  urfelt^ 
yet  unfpeahahle  and  full  of  glory, 

7.  Thefe  are  fome  of  thofe  inward  fruits  of  the  Spirit^ 
which  muft  h^flt,  wherefoever  they  arc  :  And  without 
ihefe,  I  cannot  learn  from  holy  writ,  that  any  man  is  born 
ef  the  Spirit.     I  bcfcccli.you,  (ir,  by  the  mercies  of  GOD, 

Vol.  II  Z^      '  ^^^^^ 
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that  if  as  yet  you  know  nothing  of  fuck  inzcard  feelings,  if 
you  Ao  not.  feel  in  yourjtf  tkefe  mighty  workings  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  Ghrili,  at  leafl  you  would  not  contradi61:  and  blaf- 
pheme.  When  the  Holy  Ghofl  hath  fervently  kindled  your 
love  towards  GODj  you  will  know  thefe  to  be  wtxy  fnfble 
©perationSi      As  you  hear  the  wind  and  feel  it   too,   while  it 

firikes  upon  your  bodily  organs,  you  will  know  you  are  un- 
der the  guidance  of  GOD's  Spirit  the  fame  way,   namely,  by 

feeling  it  in  your  foul :  By  the  prefent  peace  and  joy  and 
love  which  you  feel  within,  as  well  as  by  its  outward  and 
more  diltant  efFefts* 

/  a7n^  &C4 

I  havcvoften  wifhed,  that  all  calm  impartial  men,  would 
confider  what  is  advanced  by  another  writer,  in  a  little  dif- 
courle  concerning  enthufiafm  or  religious  delufion,  publifh- 
ed  about  this  time.      His  words  are, 

**  A  minifier  of  our  church,  who  jnay  look  upon  it  as 
his  duty  to  warn  bis  parif  doners,  or  an  author  vvlio  may 
think  it  neceffary  to  caution  his  readers,  Tig'dim^  Juch  preach- 
ers or  their  dotlrine  (enthufiaftic  preachers,  I  fuppofe,  fuch 
as  he  takes  it  for  granted  the  Methodifl  preachers  are)  ought 
to  be  very  careful  to  a61:  with  a  Chrifian  fpirit,  and  to  ad- 
vance nothing  but  with  temper^  charity  and  truth, — Perhap3 
the  following  rules  may  be  proper  to  be  obferved  by  them. 

1*  Not  to  blame  perfons  for  doing  that  now,  which  fcrip- 
ture  records  holy  men  of  old  to  have  praftifed,  lefl",  had 
they  lived  in  thofe  times,  they  fliould  have  condemned  them 
alfo  : 

2.  Not  to  cenfure  perfons  in  holy  orders^  for  teaching  the 
lam^e  doftrines  which  are  taught  in  iht  fcripiures  and  by  our 

church  ;  left  they  fhould  ignorantly  cenfure  what  they  pro- 
fefs  to  defend, 

3.  Not  to  cenfure  any  profefled  members  of  our  churchy 
who  live  good  lives,  for  reforting  to  religious  offcniblits  in 
-private  houfes,  to  perform  in  fociety  acts  of  divine  worfiip: 
when  the  fame  feemis  to  have  been  praflifed  by  the  primi- 
tive Chriftians  J  and  when,  alas  !   there  are  fo  many  panfties, 

where 
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where  a  perfon  j^2,<?Zi:y7y  difpofed,  has  no  opportunity  of  join- 
ing in  the  public  fervice  of  our  church,  more  than  one  hour 
and  a  half  in  a  week. 

4.  Not  to  condemn  tliofe  who  are  conftant  attendants  on 
the  communion  and  Jtrvice  of  our  church,  if  they  fometimes 
ufe  other  prayers  in  private  affembUcs  :  fince  the  hejfl  divines 
of  our  church  have  compofed  and  pubHfned  many  prayers^ 
that  have  not  the  fanftlon  of  public  authorities  ;  which  Im- 
pHes  a  general  confent,  that  our  church  has  not  made  pro- 
yifion  for  every  private  occafion. 

\Continited  at  page  595-3 
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6C  A  WAKIIsIG  fome  time  after,  he  fald,  ''Polly,  I  have 
xjL  been  thinking  that  it  w^dis  I/rad's  fault  that  they 
afked  for  Jigns,  We  will  not  do  fo:  but  abandoning  our 
whole  felves  to  the  will  of  GOD,  will  lie  patiently  before 
him;   alTured  that  he  will  dp  all  things  well." 

"  My  dear  love,  faid  I,  if  ever  I  have  done  or  faid  any 
thing  to  grieve  thee,  how  will  the  r(?membrance  wound  my 
heart,  if  thou  fhoujdft  be  taken  from  me  ?  Ke  intreated  me 
with  inexpreffible  tendernefs,  not  to  allov/  the  thought,  de- 
claring his  thankfuln^fs  for  our  union,  in  a  variety  of  words 
written  on  my  heart,  as  with,  the  adamantine  pen  of  friend- 
fliip  deeply  dipt  in  blood. 

"  On  Wednefday,  after  groaning  all  day  long,  under 
the  weight  of  the  power  of  GOD,  he  told  me,  he  had  re- 
ceived fuch  a  manifeflation  of  the  full  meaning  of  thofe 
words,  GOD  is  lone,  as  he  could  never  be  able  to  cxprefs. 
"  It  fills  my  heart,  faid  he,  every  moment.  O  Polly,  my 
i^at  Polly  ^  GOD  is 'love!     Shout,   fhout  aloud  !   I  w^ant   a 
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gufl  of  praifc  to  go  to  the  ends  of  the  earth!  Eut  it  feems 
as  if  I  could  not  fpeak  much  longer.  Let  us  fix  on  a  fign 
between  ourfelves.  Now,  laid  he,  (tapping  me  twice  with 
his  finger)  I  mean,  GOD  is  love.  And  we  will  draw  each 
other  into  GOD.  Obferve!  By  this  we  will  draw  each 
other  into  GOD." 

'*  Saily  coming  in,   lie  cried    out,   *'  O    Scilly,   GOD  is 
love  !   Shout  both  of  you  !     I  want    to  hear  yoti  fhout  his 
praifc!'*  All  this  time  the  medical  friend,  who  attended  him, 
diligently,   hoped  he  was  in  no  danger:   a^s  he  had  no  head- 
ach,   but  much  fleep  without  the  lead  delirium,   and  an  al- 
moft  regular  pulfe.      So  was  the  difeafe,   though   commif- 
fioned  to   take  his  life,   reflrained  by  the  power  of  GOD. 
'*  On    Thurfday   his   fpeech    began    to   fail.      Whi^e  he 
was  able,   he  fpoke   to  atl   that   came  in  his    way.      Hear- 
ing that   a  llranger  v;as  in  the  houfe,   he  ordered  her  to  be 
called  up.      But  the  uttering  only  two  fentences  made  him 
ready  to  faint  away.     And  while  lie  had  any  powder  of  fpeech 
he  would    not  be  filent    to   his    fjiendly  DoHor.      *'  O  fir, 
laid  he,  you  take  much  thought  for  my  body:   permit  me, 
to  take  thought   for  your  foul  I"    When  I  could  fcarce  im- 
derdand  any  thing  he   faid,   1  fpoke   thefe   words,  COD   is 
love.      Inftan.tly,  ,  as  if  all  liis    powers  were   awakened,   he 
broke  out  in  a  rapture,   *'  GOD  is  Ipve!   love!    love!   O  for 

that  guft  of  praife!     I  want  to   found!"- Here  his  voice 

again  failed.  All  this  time  he  was  in  much  pain,  and  fuf- 
leted  many  ways:  but  flill  w^ith  fuch  unutterable  patience, 
as  none  but  thofe  that  were  prefent  can  conceive.  If  I 
did  but  name  his  fuflerings,  he  would  fmile  and  make  the  fign. 
"  On  Friday,  obferving  his  body  covered  with  fpots,  I 
felt  a  fword  pierce  through  my  foul.  As  I  was  kneeling  by 
]ms  fide,  with  my  hand  in  his,  intreating  ike  Lord  to  be 
v^ith  us  in  this  tremendous  hour  ;  he  firove  to  f:iy  many 
things,  but  could  not  articulate  the  words.  All  he  could 
do  was  to  prefs  my  hand,  and  frequently  repeat  the  fign. 
At  lafl  he  breathed  out,  "  Head  of  the  church,  te  head  to 
my    wife!" 

When 
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When  I  was  forced  to  leave  him  for  a  few  moments, 
Sally  faid  to  liim,  my  dear  malter,  do  you  know  m.e?  He 
replied,  '*  GOD  will  put  his  right-hand  under  you."  .  She 
added,  O  my  dear  mafter,  fhould  you  be  taken  away,  what 
a  difconfolate  creature  will  my  poor,  dear  miftrefs  be!  He 
leplled,   ''  GOD  will  be  her  all  in  all!" 

He  always  took  a  peculiar  pleafure  in  repeating  or  hear« 
ing  thofe  words, 

Jefu's  love  through  earth  and  fkies, 
Mercy,   free,   boundlefs  mercy  cries. 

Whenever  I  repeated  them  to  him,  he  would  anfwer, 
**  boundlefs!  boundlefs!  boundlefs!"  He  now  added,  though 
not  without  much  difflculty, 

Mercy's  full  power  I  foon  fliall  prove, 
Lov'd  with  an  everlafling  love. 

**  On  Saturday  in  the  afternoon,  his  fever  feemed  quite 
off,  and  a  few  friends  {landing  near  his  bed,  he  reached  his 
hand  to  each  :  and  looking  on  a  minifler,  faid,  **  are  you 
ready  to  afiift  to-morrow  ?"  His  recolleftion  furprifed  us, 
as  the  day  of  the  week  had  not  been  mentioned  in  the 
room.  Mjny  were  of  opinion  he  would  recover:  and  one 
of  them  faid  to  him,  do  you  think  the  Lord  will  raife  you 
up?      He    flrove   to    anfwer,    and  could  jufl    pronounce, 

**  R.aife  me  up  in  the  refurr" Meaning  in  the   refurrec- 

tion.      To   another  who  afked    the  fame   quefiion,   he  faid, 
•'  I  leave  it  all  to  GOD." 

•'  In  the  evening  the  fever  came  again,  and  with  greater 
violence  than  ever.  The  mucus  then  falling  on  his  throat, 
almoft  ftrangled  him.  It  was  fuppofed,  the  fame  painful 
fym.ptom  would  grow  more  and  more  violent  to  the  laft. 
As  1  telt  this  exquifitely,  I  cried  to  the  Lord  to  remove  it. 
And,  glory  be  to  his  name,  he  did  !  From  that  time  it  re- 
turned no  more. 

As  night  drew  on,  I  perceived  him  dying  very  fall.  His 
fingers  could  hardly  make  the  fign,  which  he  fcarce  ever 
I'jrgot  :   and  his    fpeech    feemed  .quite   gone.      I    faid,   My 

dear 
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dear  creature,  I  aflc  not  for  njyfelf  :  /  know  thy  foul :  bt^t  for 
the  fake  of  others,  if  Jefus  is  very  prefent  with  thee,  lift 
up  thy  rigl^t^liand.  Immediately  he  did.  If  the  profpeft 
of  glory  fweetly  opens  before  thee,  repeat  thefign.  He  in- 
Hantly  raifed  it  again^  and  in  half  a  minute,  a  fecond  time. 
He  then  threw  it  up,  as  if  he  would  reach  the  top  of  the 
bed.  After  this,  his  hands  moved  no  more.  But  on  mv 
faying,  Art  thou  in  pain  ?  He  anfwered,  *'  No.'*  From 
this  time  he  lay  in  a  kind  of  fleep,  though  with  his  eyes  open 
and  fixt.  For  the  moft  part  he  fat  upright,  againft  pillows, 
with  his  head  a  little  inclining  to  one  fide.  And  fo  remark- 
ably compofed,  yea  triumphant  was  his  countenance,  that 
the  leaft  trace  of  death  was  fcarce  difcernible  in  it.  Twen- 
ty-four hours  he  was  in  this  fituation,  breathing  like  a  per- 
fon  in  comm^on  fleep.  About  thirty-five  minutes  pall  ten  on 
Sunday  night,  Aug*  14,  his  precious  foul  entered  into  the  joy 
of  his  Lord,  without  one  firuggle  or  groan,  in  the  fifty-fixth 
year  of  his  age. 

*'  And  here  I  break  off  my  mournful  fiory  :  but  on  my 
bleeding  heart,  the  fair  piflure  of  his  heavenly  excellencies 
will  be  for  ever  drawri.  When  I  call  to  mind  his  ardent 
zeal,  his  laborious  endeavours  to  feek  and  fave  the  loft,  his 
diligence  in  the  employment  of  his  time,  his  Chrift-like. 
condefcenfion  toward  me,  and  his  uninterrupted  converfe 
with  heaven :  I  may  well  be  allowed  to  add,  my  lofs  is  beyond 
the  power  of  words  to  paint,  I  have  often  gone  through 
deep  waters ;  but  all  my  affiiflions  were  nothing  to  this. 
Well  :  I  want  no  pleafant  profpefl  but  upwards;  nor  any 
thing  whereon   to  fix  my  hope,  but  immortality. 

*'  From  the  time  I  have  had  the  happipefs  and  honour  of- 
being  with  him,  every  day  more  and  more  convinced  me, 
he  was  the  chriflian.  I  faw,  I  loyed  in  him,  the  image  of 
ray  Saviour,  and  thought  myfelf  the  happleft  of  women,  in 
the  poITeflion  of  the  mofl.  fympathizing  and  heavenly  friend. 
My  forrow  bears  a  due  proportion.  But  it  is  alleviated  by 
that  thought.  United  in  GOD  we  cannot  he  divided.  No: 
we  are  of  one  houfhold  ftill  :  we  are  joined  in  him  as  our 
center ;  oj  whom  the  whole  javnly  m   heaven  and  earth  is 

named. 


THE  REVEREND  JOHN  FLETCHER.     ^^t 

nam^d*  It  is  faid  of  New  Tellament  believers,  they  are  come 
to  thefpirits  ofjujl  men  made  perfed :  to  the  glorious  pri- 
vilege of  communion  with  the  church  triumphant.  But  this 
is  far  more  apparent  to  the  eyes  of  celeftial  fpirits,  than  to 
ours,  which  are  yet  veiled  with  flefli  and  blood.  Yet  as 
there  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  finner  that  repenteth,  and 
as  the  prayers  of  faints  flill  on  earth  are  reprefented  by  in- 
cenfe  in  the  hands  of  the  elders,  I  can  only  confider  departs 
ed  fpirits,  and  miniftering  angels,  as  one  innumerable  com- 
pany, continually  furrounding  us.  And  are  they  not  as 
nearly  united  to  their  fellow-foldiers  now,  as  when  they 
were  in  the  body  ?  What  fhould  hinder  ?  Gratitude  and 
itfieftion  are  natives  ot  heaven,  and  live  for  ever  there. 
Forgetfulnefs  is  a  property  of  mortality,  and  drops  off  with 
the  body.  Therefore  they  that  loved  us  in  the  Lord,  will 
furely  love  us  for  ever  :  can  any  thing  material  interrupt  the 
light  orprefence  of  a  fpirit  ?   Nay, 

Walls  within  v/al!s  no  more  the  pafTage  bar 
Than  unoppofing  fpace  of  liquid  air. 

"  On  the  17th,  his  remains  were  depofited  in  Madeley 
church-yard,  amidft  the  tears  and  lamentations  of  thoufands, 
Tho^fcrvice  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hatton,  refiar 
of  Waters-Upton^  whom  GOD  enabled  to  fpeak  in  a  pathetic 
manner  to  the  weeping  flock.  In  the  conclufion,  at  my  re- 
queft,  he  read  the  following  paper  : 

*'  As  it  was  the  defire  of  my  beloved  hufband  to  be  hiu 
ried  in  this  plain  manner,  fo  out  of  tendernefs,  he  begged, 
that  I  might  not  be  prefent.  And  in  every  thing  I  would 
obey  him. 

**  Permit  me  then,  by  the  mouth  of  a  friend,  to  bear  an 
open  teftimony,  to  the  glory  of  GOD,  that  I  who  have 
known  him  in  the  mod  perfeft  manner,  am  conftrained  to 
declare,  that  I  never  knew  any  one  walk  fo  clofely  in  the 
ways  of  GOD  as  he  did.  The  Lord  gave  him  a  confci- 
ence  tender  as  the  apple  of  an  eye.  And  he  literally  prefer- 
red the  intereft  of  every  one  to  his  own^ 

'*  He 


;5ja  tiii:  Liri:   a^d  death  of 

**  He  was  rigidly  jufl:,  and  perfeftly  loofe  from  attach- 
ment to  the  world.  He  Ihared  his  all  with  the  poor,  who 
iay  To  clofe  to  his  heart,  that  at  the  approach  of  death,  when 
he  could  not  fpcak  without  difEcuUy,  he  cried  out  "  0  my 
poor!  What  will  become  of  my  poor?''  He  was  bleft  with 
ib  great  a  degree  of  humihty,  as  is  fcarcc  to  be  found.  I 
am  witncfs  how  often  he  has  rejoiced,  in  being  treated  with 
contempt.  Indeed  it  feemed  the  very  food  of  his  foul,  to  be 
little  and  unknown. 

"  His  zeal  for  fouls  I  need  not  tell  you.  Let  the  la^ 
hours  of  twenty-five  years,  and  a  martyr's  death  in  the  con- 
clufjon,  imprint  it  on  your  hearts.  His  diligent  vifiting  of 
the  fick  occafioned  the  fever,  which  by  GOD's  commiflioii 
tore  him  from  you  and  me*  And  his  vehement  defire  to 
take  his  laft  leave  of  you  with  dying  lips  and  hands,  gave 
(it  is  fuppofed)  the  finifhing  ftroke,  by  preparing  his  blood 
for  putrefaftion.  Thus  has  he  lived  and  died  your  fervanr. 
And  will  any  of  you  rcfufe  to  meet  him  at  GOD's  right- 
hand  in  that  day  ? 

**  He  walked  with  death  always  in  fight.  About  two 
months  ago,  he  came  to  me  and  faid,  "  My  dear  love,  I 
knov/  not  how  it  is,  but  I  have  a  (Irange  impreffion,  death 
is  near  us,  as  if  it  were  to  be  fome  fudden  llroke  upon  one 
of  us.  And  it  draws  out  all  my  foul  in  prayer,  that  we  may 
be  ready."  He  then  broke  out,  *'  Lord,  prepare  the  foul 
thou  wilt  call !  And  O  !  fland  by  the  poor  difconfolate  one 
that  fhall  be  left  behind  !" 

**  A  few  days  before  his  departure,  he  was  filled  with 
love  in  an  uncommon  manner.  The  fame  he  tcflified  as 
long  as  he  had  a  voice,  and  continued  to  the  end,  by  a 
mod  lamb-like  patience,  in  which  he  fmilcd  over  death,  and 
fet  his  laft  feal  to  the  glorious  truths  he  had  fo  long  preach- 
ed among  you. 

*'  Three  years,  nine  months  and  two  days,  I  have  pof- 
feffcd  my  heavenly-minded  hufband.  But  now  the  (un  of 
my  earthly  joy  is  fet  for  ever,  and  my  foul  filled  with  an  an- 
guifli,  which  only  finds  its  confolation,  in  a  total  refigna- 
tion  to  the  will  of  GOD,     When  I  was  afldng  the  Lord, 

if 
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if  he  pleafed  to  fpare  him  to   me  a  little  Iqnger,   the  fol- 
lowing promife  was  impreit  on  my  mind,   where  I  am,  there 
Jliall  my  fervants  be,   that  they  may  beJiold  77iy  glory  /   Lord, 
haften  the  time  !" 

18.   There  is  little  need  of  adding  any  farther  charafler 
of  this   man  of  GOD,   to  the  foregoing  account,  given  by 
ont  who   wrote  out  of  the  fulnefs  of  her  heart,      I  would 
only    obferve,   that  for  many  years  I  defpaired   of  finding 
any   inhabitant  of  Great  Britain,   that    could  ftand  in   any 
degree  of  comparifon  with  Gregory  Lopez^   or  Monfieur  de 
Renty.     But  let  any  impartial  perfon  judge,   if  Mr.  Fletcher 
v/as  at  all  inferior  to  them.      Did  he  not  experience  as  deep 
communion   with  GOD,  and  as  high  a  meafure  ot  inward 
holinefs,   as  was  experienced  by  either  one  or  the  other  of 
thofe  burning  and  fliining   lights!      And  it  is   certain,   his 
outward  light  flione  before  men,   with  full   as  bright  a  luf- 
trc  as   theirs.      But  if  any  would  draw  a  parallel,  between 
them,'    there   are  two  circumftances  which  fiiould  be  well 
obfervcd.      One  is,   v/e  are  not    affured  that  the.  writers  of 
their  lives  did   not  extenuate,    if  not  fupprefs   their   faults. 
And  fo me  faults  we  are  afTured  there  v/cre,   namely,   fome 
touches  of  fuperftition,   and    fome  of  idolatry,  as  the   wor- 
fhip  of  images,   angels  and  faints,   the  virgin  Mary  in  parti- 
cular.     But  I  have  not  fuppreffed,   or  even  exten-iiated  any 
thing  in  Mr.  Fletcher's   life*      Indeed  I  know:  nothing    that 
needed  to  be  extenuated,  much  lefs  to  be  fuppreffed.      A  fe- 
cond  circumftance  is,   that  the  writers  of  their  lives,   could 
not  have  fo  full  a  knowledge  of  them,   as  I,  and  much  more 
Mrs.  Fletcher  hdiA  \   being  eye  and  ear-.witaeffes  of  his  whole 
conduft.      Confequently  we  knew  that  his  life  was. not  fulli- 
ed  with  any  taint  of  idolatry   or-  fuperftition.      I  was  icU- 
mately  acquainted  with  hira  for  thirty  years.      I  converfed 
with  him  morning,  noon   and  night,    without  the   leaft  re- 
ferve,   during  a  journey  of  many  hundred  miles*,  ,,Alid  in 
all   that  time,   I   never  heard  him.fpeak  an  improper  Word, 
or  faw  him  do  an  improper  aftlon.      To  conclude*  .  With- 
in fuurfcore  years,   I  have  known  many  excellent  men,   ho- 
ly in  heart    and   life.      But  one  equal  to    him  I    have  not 
Vol.  II.  4  A  known; 
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known;  one  fo  uniformly  and'  deeply  devoted  to  GODe 
So  unbiamcabic  a  man  in  every  refpett,  I  have  not  found 
either  in  Europe  or  America*  Nor  do  I  expetl  to  find  ano- 
ther fuch  on  this  fide  eternity. 

Yet  it  is  poffible  we    may  be  fuch  as  he  was.      Let  u,? 
then  endeavour  to  follow  him  as  he  followed  Chrift. 


His      epitaph. 


Here  lies  tli€  body  of 

The  Rev.  John   William  de  la  Flechere^ 

Vicar  of  Madeley^ 

Who  was  born  at  Nyon,  in  Switzerland^ 

September  i^th,    1729, 

^  .   And  finKhed  his  courfe,   Augult  14th,    1785, 

In  this  Village; 

Where  his  unexampled  Labours 

Will  never  be  forgotten* 

He  exercifed  his  Miniftry  for  the  fpace  of 

Twenty-five  Years 

In  this  Farifh, 

With  tmcammon  2eal  and  Ability, 

But  though  many  believed  his  repoit, 

Yet  he  might  with  jufiice  have  adopted 

The  Lamentation  of  the  Prophet, 

'^  All  the  Day  long  have  I  flretched  out  my  hands 

Unto  a  difobedient  and  gainfaying  People: 

Yet  furely  my  Judgment  is  with  the  Lord, 

And  my  Work  with  my  GOD." 
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AN     ACCOUNT 

Of  the  mojl.  remarkable  Occurrences  of  the  JJfe  of 

JOSEPH     EVERETT. 

\Ia  a  Letter  to  Bifliop  Afl^ury.]. 

[Ccntiniied  from  page  511.) 

THIS  glorious  change  was  wrought  in  my  foul  on  the 
thirteenth  of  June,  in  the  year  ot  our  Lord  1763,  on 
^  precious  fabbaih-day,  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  I  con- 
tinued in  this  fweet  frame  of  fpirit  for  fome  time  ;  I  felt  no 
temptations  nor  trials;  all  was  a  fweet,  divine  calm.  The 
world  was  dead  to  me  and  I  was  dead  to  it.  I  felt  no 
wrong  tempers  in  my  heart,  and  fo  fimple  was  I,  that  I 
thought  verily  there  was  no  fm  in  my  foul  ;  and  hoped  to 
continue  in  that  happy  ftate  to  all  eternity — But  alas !  in  a 
(hort  time,  I  found  to.  the  contrary.  The  enemy  of  my  foul 
J3egan  to  work  oa  the  unrenewed  part  or  my  nature  ;  and 
I  felt  pride,  felf-will  and  anger,  which  did  not  diflrefs  me 
as  it  ought  to  do  \  and  the  reafon  why  it  did  not,  was  this  : 

The  miiniflers  that  preached  to  us,  told  us,  it  was 
our  privilege  to  know  our  fms  forgiven  ;  hut  that  it  wavS 
impoffible  to,  live  without  fin,  till  death  feparated  foul  and 
body.  And  that  all  we  could  poffibly  do  was  to  flrive 
againfl:  it,  and  not  give  way  ;  and  that  ia  the  article  of  death 
it  would  be  done  away,  and  not  before.  They  faid  like- 
wife,  that  many  of  the  moft  eminent  faints  of  GOD  did  fin, 
^nd  yet  continued  in  the  favour  of  the  Lord — (to  wit,)  David 
in  the  matter  of  Uriah  ;  that  in  the  very  aft  of  adultery  and 
murder  he  was  a  favourite  of  heaven.  And  that  Paul  was 
a  good  Chrillian,  when  crying  out,  **  I  am  a  carnal  foul  un-* 
der  fin.'* 

Now  the  preaching  of  this  kind  of  do£lrine,  which  they* 
attempted  to  prove  by  fcripture,  and  I  believed  to  be  true, 
liad  a  bad  effeft;  inftcad  of  prefling  me  forward  to  the  en- 
tire 
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tire  defiruftion  of  the  bcdj  of  fin  and  death,  it  caufed  me 
to  refl  and  feed  thefe  brats  of  hell.  And  made  me  con- 
clude, that  if  all  the  faints  of  both  the  Old  and  Ne\y  Tefla- 
ment,  did  and  mufi  live  in  fin  ;  therefore  I  muft  live  in  fin 
too.  Thus  I  went  on,  deceived  by  fuclx  doftrine,  till  I  loft 
the  feed,  the  love  of  GOD,  out  of  my  foul  ;  and  was  redu- 
ced to  a  lifelefs  form  of  godiinefs ;  till  the  power  of  it  was 
as  entirely  gone  as  if  I  never  had  receiv^ed  it.  Thus  I  tear 
thoufands  are  deceived,   till  they  drop  down  to  hell. 

I  had  toid  my  experience  to  fome  of  the  brethren,  they 
approved  oi  it,  and  I  concluded  all  to  be  well.  I  ftiM  hoped 
myfel^  to  be  in  the  way  to  happinefs.  At  this  fatan  was 
well  pleafed,  who  was  going  about  feeking  to  devour.  But 
whom  was  he  feeking  lo  devour  ?  Not  the  carnally  fecure  ; 
for  they  are  devoured  already.  But  thofe  who  through 
grace  had  broken  the  fnare  and  made  their  efcape.  At  laft 
the  devil  found  a  fcheme  that  eflfeftually  anfwered  his  pur- 
pofe,   he  baited  his  hook  and  after  fome  time  I  fwallowed  it, 

I  went  to  hear  preaching  as  ufuial,  but  my  confcience 
reproached  me,  and  told  me  I  was  a  hypocrite.  I  prayed 
in  tny  family,  but  no  life — ray  vifits  to  my  clofet  were  Hiort, 
and  very  feidom ;  and  v/ithal  uncomfortable.-— I  would 
talk  about  religion,  but  my  heart  was  after  my  idols.  In 
plain  truth,  I  lived  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  thought  it  impof- 
iTole  for  a  (Jhriftian  to  liv'e — tbongli  my  principle  was,  that 
there  was  no  falling  from  juftitying  grace.  And  indeed  it 
was  impofiTible  for  me  to  fall,  for  I  had  fhamefully  fallen 
already. 

The  brethren  began  to  look  very  coldly  at  me,  and  ma- 
ny I  believe  were  much  grieved,  and  were  veryforry  for 
me,  an-i  thought  that  I  was  fallen  ;  but  hoped  that  1  fiiouM 
jife  again  ;  which  they  doubled  not  but  I  fliould,  if  ever 
I  ha'^j  been  converted.  For  that  is  the  criterion  by  which 
theyjud^^e.  But  they  feeing  no  amendment,  nor  I  flriving 
for  any,  but  growing  worfe  and  worfe  ;  they  difowned  me  ; 
and  I  never  went  Xo  meeting,  perhaps  for  months  together. 
So  that  thofe  very  people  began  to  fpeak  evil  of  me,  and  fay 
that  I  had  never  been  converted — but  the  Lord  knows  bet^ 

ter. 
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ter,  for  their  eyes  were  blinded  by  falfe  doftrine  ;  and  they 
were  ignorant  that  the  word  of  GOD  was  fulfilled  in  me, 
as  fpoken  by  the  apoftle  Peter,  in  his  fecond  epiftle,  firft 
chapter,  5,  6,  7,  8  and  9th  verfes.  And  my  prpud  heart 
could  not  bear  to  be  flighted  by  them  ;  for  I  well  knew,  from 
my  intimate  acquaintance  with  them,  that  not  one  in  forty 
of  them  had  ever  experienced  the  pardoning  love  of  GOD. 
And  when  I  told  them,  what  the  Lord  had  done  for  my  foul, 
they  knew  nothing  of  fuch  an  experience. 

Thus  I  went  on  to  pleafe  my  mafler,   the  devil  ;   whofe 
fervant  I  was.      But  my  life  was  a  burthen  to  me.      As  the 
fervice  of  GOD  is  perfcft  freedom,   fo  the  work  of  the  de- 
yil  is  the  m.ort;  fervile  drudgery.      And  thus  faith  the  evan- 
gel iff,  St.  Zwy(^,   on  a  like  occafion.      JVhiU   thejlrovgman 
armed  keeps  his  palace^    his  goods  are  in  peace  ;   but  when  a 
Jfronger  than  he  comes  upon  him.  Retakes  away  his  armour,  and 
Jpoils  his  goods.     So   the  unclean  fpirit  had  been  driven  out 
of  my  heart,  and  had  been  walking  in  dry  places  feeking  reft, 
but  finding  none  ;   was  now  taking  poffefTion  of  his  old  ha- 
bitation again.    I  was  beginning  to  contraft  a  relifli  for  car- 
nal and  forbidden  pleafures  ;  and  believing  the  impoflibility  of 
falling  from  grace,   which  is  a  grand  delufion  ;  he  found  rhe 
houle  empty  of  all  good  defires  ;    fwept  by  unbelief,  and  gar- 
rifhed  with  delufion;  and  he  took  up  his- abode  there  again,  for 
near  feventeen  years  ;   with  not  only  feven  other  fpirits  more 
wicked  than  himfelf,   but,    for  aught  I  know,   feventy  times 
feven.      For  I  was  a  worfe  finner  by  a  thoufand  times,   than 
ever  I  was  before  I  profcft  religion.      And  I  am  bold  to  fay, 
that  the  apoftate  and  the  backflider,  are  more  like  that  grand 
apoPcate  the  devil,  than  any  othercreatures  out  of  hell.  And  I 
believe,    if  there  are  different  apartments   in  the  bottomlefs 
Jake,   they  will  be  fare  of  "the  woril.    They  will  not  get  even 
a  fight  of  the  common  damned  ;  they  will  fink  fo  far  beneath 
them. 

My  confcience  giving  me  no  ref},  I  be^yran  to  afTociate 
with  the  wicked,  tiie  children  of  the  devil  ;  for  I  wanted 
to  fttll  the  clamours  of  an  abufed,  angry  confcience.  And 
I  exactly  took  tiie  method  which  Cain  did  to  flifie  bis.    He 

by 
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by  the  nolfe  of  axes  and  hammers,  in  building  cities; 
I  by  the  hurry  of  bufinefs  and  the  clafli  of  wicked  com- 
pany :  and  often  by  drinking  ;  and  fo  on  from  one  thing 
to  another,   till  I  could  {\a  with  the  vileft. 

Methinks  I  can  compare  a  fipner  departing  from  GOD,  to 
thedroppingpfaftone  from  the  top  of  an  high  mountain.  On- 
ly let  the  ftone  go  oqt  of  your  h^nd,  and  it  will  not  flop  till 
it  gets  to  the  bottom,  if  there  is  nothing  in  the  way.  So  is 
the  foul  when  it  begins  to  depart  from  the  Lord.  But  the 
Hone  as  it  defcends  will  go  fwifter  and  fwifter ;  fo  the  foul, 
the-  farther  it  withdraws  from  GOD,  with  the  greater  eafe 
it  can  fin  ;  till  it  can  fin  with  as  much  freedom  and  as  little 
rem.orfe  as  a  devil.  And  if  it  is  not  (lopped  by  the  free  pre- 
venting grace  of  QOD,  it  will  not  flop  till  it  reaches  the 
bottom  of  helL 

I  continued  in  this  wretched  ftate  till  the  commencement 
of  the  war  between  Greai  Britain  and  Arncrica  ;  and  then 
became  a  warm  whig — infomuch  that  1  repaired  to  the  muf- 
ter-field  to  learn  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  then  turned  out,  with  ma- 
ny others  of  the  fame  difpofition,  a  volunteer.  We  took 
our  march  to  the  place  of  aftion  ;  where  I  conduced  myfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  gained  the  efteem  of  all  my  acquaint- 
ance. When  I  had  afted  my  part  at  camp,  I  returned  home 
to  my  friends  in  good  credit,   and  was  well  received  by  them, 

0  what  lengths  will  pride,  or  what  the  blind  world  calls 
honour,   carry  a  perfon  to  ! 

1  was  well  fatisfied  while  I  was  in  the  army,  that  I  w^a^ 
not  prepared  for  death.  Yet  fure  I  am,  that  before  I  would 
have  fled  from  the  place  of  a£lion  or  danger,  without  orders, 
I  would  have  dropped  dead  on  the  fpot  ;  though  my  foul  mufl 
be  loft  for  ever. 

By  this  time  fome  of  my  acquaintance  had  procured  me 
a  commiffion  in  the  militia.  And  I  went  conftantly  every 
mufter-day,  till  about  February,  in  the  year  1778.  When  I 
returned  from  the  camp,  there  was  a  people  called  Metho- 
difts  had  com»e  into  the  neighbourhood  where  I  lived,  and 
were  preaching  and  telling  the  people,  that  every  body  might 
be  favcd  ;  which  was  a  do61rine  that  I  did  not  approve  of, 

and 
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and  I  was  determined  to  oppofe  them.  For  I  had  not  the 
leaft  diftant  thought  that  they  were  fent  of  GOD  ;  but 
thought  it  was  right  to  oppofe  them  :  which  rendered  what 
I  did  pardonable,  Tliis  is  what  the  apoftle  St,  Paul  alludes 
to,  when  he  fays,  He  found  mercy  hccauft  he  did  it  ignorant- 
ly^  in  unbelief.  Indeed,  I  went  to  hear  one  preach  whofe 
name  was  R.  W.  fome  time  before,  but  to  no  purpofe,  be- 
caufe  I  did  not  quit  my  fin  ;  though  I  know  that  I  felt  a 
meafure  of  power.  Thus  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  to 
thoufands,  is  like  fowing  feed  on  the  way-fide.  1  ftil!  con- 
tinued to  perfecute  them  at  all  times,  when  opportunity  of- 
fered ;  but  like  all  the  reft  of  the  devil's  children,  always 
behind  their  backs,  or  at  a  diflance.  As  1  have  frequently 
feen  Jince,  our  greateft  enemies  are  thofe  who  will  not  hear 
us  ;  and  it  at  any  time  they  do  come  out,  they  pay  fo  little 
attention  to  what  they  hear,  and  run  away  with  a  fentence 
here  and  there,  that  they  fill  the  hearts  of  the  people  with 
prejudice.  Thus  the  word  becomes  a  favour  of  death  unto 
death.  I  think  that  prejudice  is  one  of  the  firft-born  o[  helL 
It  was  grace,  mere  grace  that  prevented  my  eternal  ruin. 

In  this  way  I  went  on,  from  the  time  1  left  the  camp  till 
the  fpring  of  1778.  I  went  one  evening  to  a  neighbour's 
houfe,  to  hear  one  exhort ;  but  got  no  profit  by  going  :  the 
reafon  was,  becaufe  I  was  prejudiced  againft  the  fpeaker, 
and  filled  with  unbelief.  1  did  not  like  to  hear  the  people 
make  fuch  a  noife,  though  I  liked  a  noife  in  the  tavern  well 
enough.  I  left  the  place,  and  fpoke  evil  of  the  preacher. 
AH  this  time  there  was  the  greateft  intimacy  between  me 
and  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  ;  till  about  the  14th  of  March, 
I  went  to  one  of  thd  neighbour's  on  fome  bufinefs ;  the 
woman  of  the  houfe  told  me  there  was  to  be  preaching  at 
Mr.  V/hite\  that  evening,  and  afked  me  if  I  would  not  go  ; 
1  told  her  I  thought  not,  for  I  did  not  like  them.  She  knew 
that  I  did  not,  but  continued  to  perfuade  me  until  I  went 
away.  On  my  going  home,  1  found  two  men  there  who 
werejuft  fetting  off  to  the  meeting;  I  told  them  if  they  would 
flop  until  I  got  ready,  1  would  go  with  them.  They  did, 
and  I  fet  off  with  them,  without  inquiring  why  or  for  what 

I  went 
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I  went — fo  myfterious  are  the  works  of  Divine  Providence, 
whofe  footfteps  are  in  the  deep.  When  I  came  there  the 
congregation  was  coliefting  ;  and  at  early  candle-light  who 
fhould  come  down  to  preach,  but  you  ;  it  was  the  firft  time 
I  ever  faw  you.  After  fmging  a  hymn  and  prayer,  you  ex- 
pounded part  of  the  fecond  chapter  of  Judges,  to  which  I 
gave  the  llriclefl  attention.  After  the  meeting  was  ended, 
and  I  was  going  home,  fome  of  the  Methodifis  afked  me 
how  I  liked  what  I  had  heard.  I  told  them  I  found  no  fault 
with  it.  They  feemed  to  be  glad.  The  expofition  had  not 
the  leaft  tendency  to  difpleafe,  for  it  was  explained  in  a 
praflical  and  not  in  a  doftrinal  manner  :  and  there^was  no 
fault  to  be  found,  unlefs  I  rejefted  it  becaufe  it  waS  deliver- 
ed by  a  Methodift-preacher  ;  which  is  too  much  the  cafe  in 
this  polite  age,  efpecially  among  the  rich  and  the  great,  the 
honourable  children  of  the  devil. 

From  my  own  experience,  I  fee  that  to  preach  principles 
is  not  attended  with  falutary  effefts  on  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple :  becaufe  principles  and  religion  arc  two  things.  For, 
politive  I  am,  that  a  man  may  have  a  well-digefted  fyftlni 
of  principles,  and  not  be  acquainted  with  religion  ;  for  prin- 
ciples may  be  learned,  as  a  fchool-boy  learns  arithmetic  or 
the  mathematics;  but  religion  is  the  love  of  GOD  flied  a- 
broad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  ''    '     ;^ 

I  do  not  remember  that  any  particular  part  of  the  dif- 
courfc  had  any  alarming  power  on  my  confcience,  St'  that 
time;  but  this  I  well  know,  that  prejudice  fubfided,  and 
from  that  evening  a  way  was  made  for  conviftion.  Before 
this,  I  had  no  power  to  pray  ;  after  this,  I  found  power  to 
pray:  before  this,  I  could  not  attend  to  the  concerns  of 
my  foul  ;  after  this,  I  had  power.  I  had  not  bowed  my 
knees  in  private  for  twelve  or  fourteen  years,  but  I  obtain- 
ed liberty  after  this. 

i  compare  the  human  foul  fometimes  to  a  caftle  that  we 
cannot  get  ia  or  out  of,  without  a  key.  Let  the  key.  bia. 
loll,  the  door  mull  continue  fhut.  This  had  been  the  cafe 
wi^ch  me.  I  once  had  the  key,  but  the  devil  had  got  it 
from  me.      The  Son  of  GOD  fays,   '*  Without  me,  ye  can 

notliing  ; 
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nothing;  and  this  is  the  cafe  with  thoufands :  the  Lord 
offers  the  power,  the  key  to  all;  fome  accept  of  it  and  ufe 
it,  and  thereby  fave  their  fouls;  others  receive  it  for  a 
while,  and  afterward  neglefl:  to  ufe  it,  and  it  is  taken  from 
them.  While  thegreateft  part  of  mankind,  for  the  love  of 
riches,  honours  and  pleafures,  pay  no  attention  to  the  things 
that  belong  to  their  peace  ;  and  like  the  unbelieving  Jews, 
everlaftmgly  perifh* 

I  now  felt  the  evident  returns  of  GOD's  grace  and  power 
to  revifit  my  foul,  which  had  been  fo  long  dead  and  barren* 
This  was  like  the  return  of  the  cheering  fpring  after  a  long 
and  tedious  winter.  I  likewife  obferved  the  devil  to  oppofe 
the  Spirit  of  GOD,  who  by  his  grace  was,  as  it  were,  brood- 
ing over  the  dark  abyfs  of  my  foul.  I  did  not  feel  it  as  a 
fpirit  of  peace  and  confolation,  but  as  a  fpirit  of  conviftion  ; 
to  enlighten  and  empower  me  to  ufe  every  means  and  method 
to  fave  my  foul. 

I  began  n©w  to  be  weary  of  keeping  evil  company.  Mi- 
litary affairs  began  to  fink  in  my  efteem.  I  faw  the  neceili- 
ty  of  ufing  private  prayer,  and  that  with  fervour  ;  of  read- 
ing  ihe  Bible,   and  meditation. 

By  this  time,  the  eyes  of  the  people  begari  to  be  upon 
ifte.  They  faw  an  alteration  in  my  behaviour.  I  had  loft 
the  martial  fpirit  ;  and  in  fome  degree  I  had  got  the  fpirit  of 
humility.  This  the  devil  could  not  put  up  with»  He  began 
to  roufe  his  forces,  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  this  mighty 
change. 

Thofe  that  ufed  to  be  my  only  companions,  now  flood 
aloof  and  looked  very  coolly  at  me;- — and  I  in  my  turn 
paid  as  little  regard  to  what  they  faid  or  did.  They  knew 
me  too  well  fo  carry  matters  too  far;  for  I  was  as  ready  to 
vindicate  my  proceedings  as  they  were  to  condemn.  The  Me- 
thodifts  likewife  had  their  eyes  on  me;  arid  I  doubt  not 
but  for  good.  They  obferved  fome  alteration  in  my  exter- 
nal conduft  ;  and  efpecially  my  much  refpefted  friend  E.  W., 
took  particular  notice  of  me,  and  being  a  perfon  of  under- 
flanding  as  well  as  piety,  gueft  at  the  caufe,  and  ufed  every 
prudential  means  to  render  the  conv:6Uon  effeftuaJ.    He  fre- 

Vo;..  II,  4  B  quently 
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quently  afked  me  home  with  him  from  places  of  preaching  ; 
to  converfe  on  the  fubjeft  oi  Methodifm.  For  he  well  knew 
that  I  was  calvinidic  in  principles  ;  a^id  that  thofe  princi- 
ples were  dcflruftive  in  their  tendency  to  religion  :  which 
I  never  had  feen.  For  which  reafon  he  ufed  to  furnilh  mc 
with  Mr.  Wejl(iy%  and  FLUcher\  writings,  to  difcover 
to  me  the  difference  between  Calvinifm  and  Methodifm. 
And  I  doubt  not  but  his  pious  endeavour  had  its  defircd 
cffcft.  For  he  did  it  with  fuch  prudence  and  caution,  that 
he  entirely  prevented  the  leafl  prejudice  ;  and  made  way 
for  liberal  principles  to  take  place. 

I  remember  to  have  heard  him  fay  thefe  words  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  that  *'  if  Chrift  died  for  all  the  world,  all  the  world 
was  falvable  j  and  they  that  were  loft,  were  loft  by  their 
own  iault  :'\  which  gave  me  more  infight  into  the  fcheme  of 
-il^edemption  than  ever  I  got  before,  by  all  the  reading,  preach- 
ing and  converfation  that  I  had  pradijcd.  But  I  had  not  yet 
qbtaiined  the  one  thing  I  wanted;  the  pardoning  love  of 
GOD.  Yet  through  grace  I  was  determined  to  have  it^  or 
die  in  the  attempt. 

I  now  found  my  former  experience  to  be  ufeful  to  me  ; 
and  I  well  knew,  if  ever  I  was  taken  into  the  favour 
of  GOD,  which  way  it  muft  coxwq,  Mcthinks  it  was  made 
known  to  me,  that  if  I  did  not  improve  that  prefent  feafon  of 
grace,  that  the  Lord  would  caft  me  off  for  ever.  This  ftruck 
me  deep.  My  black  ingratitude  to  an  indulgent  benetaftor 
made  me  afhamed.  I  think  I  was  every  day  more  and 
more  engaged  with  the  Lord  to  fave  my  foul  ;  and  I  found 
the  devil  as  much  engaged  to  prevent  my  falvation.  Often 
in  retiring  to  private  devotion,  I  have  felt  the  fpirit  of  the 
devil  in  my  very  flefh,  ftriving  to  make  me  a(l>araed  of  thofc 
duties,  in  which  I  was  feeking  the  Lord.  It  feems  as  if 
I  have  heard  the  foul  fiend  fay — "  What  I  you  are  at  pray- 
,  ers  again,  are  you  ?  you  had  better  quit,  for  after  a  while 
you  v;ill  tire  and  leave  off  as  you  did  before." — Thus  I  had 
fears  within,  and  fightings  without  :  for  by  this  time  I  was 
•^  bye-word.     However,  I    paid  very  little  regard  to  thefe 

things  J 
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tilings  ;  knowing  by  fcripture  as  well  as  by  paft  experience, 
that  they  who  will  live  godly  in  Chiift  Jefus  fliall  fuffer 
pcrfccution. 

[Continued  at  page  Go  \^ 

An  txtraEl  of  a  klter  from  Philip  Bruce,  elder  of  the 
Methodifi  EpifcGpal  church,  to  Bifliop  Coke,  dated  Portf- 
mouth,   Virginia,  March  25,    1788, 

Reverend  and  very  dear  Sir^ 

^T^IS  with  pleafurc  I  take  my  pen  to  write  to  you,  bro- 
JL  ther,  an  account  of  GOD's  gracious  dealings  wi-th  us 
in  thefe  parts  of  the  Lord's  vineyard;  for  certainly  the  work 
has  been  extraordinary:  vaft  numbers  flocking  into  the 
fold  of  Chrlft  from  every  quarter.  In  many  places  in  this 
circuit,  as  foon  as  the  preacher  begins  to  fpeak,  the  power 
of  GOD  appears  to  be  prefent;  which  is  attended  with 
trembling  among  the  people,  and  failing  down;  fome  lie 
void  of  motion  or  breath,  others  are  in  ftrong  convulfions: 
and  thus  they  cont-.nue,  till  the  Lord  raifes  them  up,  which 
is  attended  with  emotions  of  joy  and  rapture.  When  one 
gets  happy,  it  fprcads  like  a  flame:  fo  that  one  after  another^ 
they  arife  to  join  in  th^  praifes  of  their  loving  Redeemer* 
But  the  greateft  work  in  many  parts  of  this  circuit  is 
among  the  blacks.  In  fome  places  it  feems  as  if  they  would 
all  turn  unto  the  Lord.  The  following  i^  only  a  fpecimen. 
A  few  nights  paft  we  held  a  night-meeting  for  the  negiocs 
in  the  Ilk  of  Wight  county.  Soon  after  preaching  began, 
there  arofe  a  cry  am<jng  the  poor  flaves  (of  which  there  was 
a  great  number  prefent)  which  in  a  (hort  time  drowned  the 
preaching  :  a  number  was  on  the  floor  crying  for  mercy, 
but  foon  one  and  another  arofe  praifing  GOD.  Thofe  who 
were  happy,  would  furround  thofe  who  were  carelefe,  w^ith 
fuch  alarming  exhortations,  as  appeared  fufficient  to  foftea 
the  hardeft  hearts.  If  they  could  get  them  to  hang  dowa 
their  heads,  they   would   begin  to  fliout  and  praife  GOD^ 

andi 
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and  the  others  would  foon  begin  to  tremble  and  fmlc.  I 
faw  a  number  (fome  who  at  firft  appeared  to  be  moft  flub- 
born)  brought  ^o  the  floor,  and  there  He  crying  till  moft  of 
tliem  got  happy.  But  the  converfion  of  the  poor  blacks 
gives, huge  offence  to  the  rich  and  great,  I  fuppofe  if  they 
dared,  they  would  tear  us  in  pieces:  but  through  the  grace 
of  GOD,  v/e  regard  them  not,  and  bad  rather  offend  one 
half  of  the  world  to  fave  the  other^  than  let  them  all  ^c> 
quietly  to  hell  together.  The  work  has  been  chiefly  carried 
on,  by  the  inftrumentality  of  brother  Jackjoriy  in  this  cirpuit. 

But  great  as  the  work  is  with  us,  it  lofes  all  report; 
the  work  above  us  is  fo  far  fuperior  to  what  it  is  here,  ef- 
pecially  in  Siijfe.x  and  Briinfwick>  Brother  Cox  informs 
me,  that  between  twelve  and  fifteen  hundred  whites  have 
been  converted  in  his  circuit,  befides  a  great  number  of 
blacks.  Here  liberty  prevails.  A  friend  informed  me  that 
at  the  February  court  in  Sf^fftx^  the  Mcthcdifts  manuaiitted 
above  an  hundred,  at  that  one  court. 

Brother  Eajier  informs  me,  that  by  the  befl:  account  jhe 
can  make,  there  have  been  tvvo  thoufand  whites  converted 
in  his  circuit  this  pad  year.  The  work  has  likewife  fpread 
very  confiderably  in  other  circuits  to  che  Sputhward  and 
Weflward.  Great  is  the  joy,  great  is  the  glory.  Surely 
America  will  become  the  mart  of  nations  for  piety.  1  re^ 
main  your  affeclionate  brother  in  Chrift. 

PHILIP    BRUCE, 


Fro?n  Mifs  E.  R.  to  the  Rev.  T,  Wcfley. 

i  ■■«■•.■»  ■       •J  •" 

Otley,  May  23,  1774, 
Rev.  Sir, 

THE  character  you   recomm,end  is   truly  amiable:  may 
GOD   help  me  to  follow  Miranda   up  the   fteep  of 
excellence! 

On  the    Sunday  morning  you  left  us  at  -Birflal,   feveral 
of  us  joined   in  befeeching  GOD  to  make    us  all  his   own. 

While 
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While  I  was  praying  that  the  enemies  I  had  feen  that  day, 
might  be  feen  no  nnore  for  ever,  the  Lord  applied  fuch 
promifes  to  my  foul  as  encouraged  me  much.  Yet  I 
hardly  durft  lay  hold  on  tbem,  unbelief  ilriving  fo  hard  to 
prevent  my  entering  into  reft:  but  the  Lord  continued  fo 
to  blefs  me,  that  at  laft,  I  could  not  doubt:  all  I  feared 
was,  lofing  what  I  had  received  :  which  made  me  back- 
ward in  fpeaking  of  it,  I  thought  I  would  wait  and  fee 
how  it  would  be  with  me  by  and  by. 

On  my  return  to  Otley,  my  foul  was  flill  kept  near  to 
GOD;  but  the  enemy  kept  whifpering,  *'  it  will  not  be  al- 
ways fo;  a  few  days  hence  thy  inbred  foes  will  again  re- 
turn ;  thou  wilt  be  brought  from  the  fweet  reft  thou  now 
enjoyed,  to  thy  former  ftate."  When  thefe  thoughts  were 
fuggelted,  I  flew  to  Jefus  by  prayer,  who  heard  and  help- 
ed me.  But  ftill  I  did  not  fpeak  of  the  great  things  GOD 
had  done  for  me,  for  fear  I  ihould  not  keep  the  blefling.  But 
all  the  week  I  lived  as  in  the  fuburbs  of  heaven :  Jefus  was 
all  in  all  to  me!  At  laft,  not  being  able  to  eat  my  morfel 
alone  any  longer,  on  Sunday  I  told  my  band  what  GOD 
had  done  for  my  foul.  After  this,  I  was  tempted  I  had 
done  wrong;  but  on  crying  to  Jefus,  Satan  was  put  beneath 
my  feet :  and  every  time  I  have  fince  declared  the  goodnefs 
of  GOD   in  this  refpeti,   he  has  fweetly  fliined  on  me. 

At  prefent  I  feel  I  am  nothing  in  myfelf;  but  Jefus  feeds 
me  with  his  love  from  day  to  day.  On  this  account  I  find 
him  very  precious  indeed;  and  to  love  him  more  and  more 
is  all  I  v/ant  on  earth. 

Private  prayer  has  been  very  fweet  to  me  of  late.  I 
find  fuch  a  holy  boldnefs,  in  telling  Jefus  my  wants,  as 
tongue  cannot  exprefs.  And  though  my  wants  are  many, 
my  chief  requeft  is,  to  be  filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  GOD. 

O  fir,  how  great  is  the  bleffednefs  of  living  by  faith ! 
May  I  prove  it  more  and  more,  till  faith  is  fweetly  loft  in 
fight !  O  what  a  field  of  f reRi  delights  do  I  fee  before  me ! 
I  am  loft  in  wonder!  They  are  all  for  me!  Jefus,  and  all 
he  has,  is  mine!  O  bleffed  portion!  I  have  a  goodly  heri- 
tage 
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,tage   indeed!     May  T  prize  it,  and   walk  worthy  of  It  ali 
my  days  ! 

I  hope,  dear  fir,  you  will  reprove  and  advife'me  as  occa- 

Con  fhail  require.      In  doing  which  you  will  greatly  oblige 

Your  unworthy  friend  in  the  gofpel,  E.  R^ 


A  Jhort  account   of  the  death  of  Mrs,   Peck,  of  Enfham^, 
written  l>y  Mr.  William   Spiepherd. 

MRS.  Pec^  was  delivered  on  Wednefday  laft  of  two 
fine  boys,  who  are  likely  to  live.  She  lemained  to-^ 
lerably  well  till  Friday  morning,  when  (he  complained  of  a 
pain  in  her  bowels.  Dr.  fVall,  of  Oxford,  was  fent  for, 
who  ufed  every  means  in  his  power  to  fave.  her.  But  it 
feems  GOD  had  otherwife  determined ;  for  a  fcaplet  fever 
came  on  furioufly,  attended  with  a  putrid  fore  throat.  Her 
milk  likewife  was  kept  back,  which  fo.  affefted  her  head, 
that  it  took  away  her  fenfes,  and  threw  her  into  a  violent 
agony,  which  continued,  with  very  little  intermifiion,  till 
twelve  o'clock  laft  night,   when  GOD  took  her  to  hjmfelf ! 

She  was  able  only  to  fpeak  once,  (after  {he  was  feized 
with  the  fever)  when  looking  up  to  Mr.  Peck,  Ihe  faid,  "  I 
am  now  going  home!"  Her  pain  then  coming  on  more  vi- 
olently, the  fpoke  no  more:  but  the  fmiles  on  her  counte- 
nance, and  the  other  motions  which  fhe  made,  perfeftly  fa- 
tisfied  all  who  were  with  her,  that  her  mind  was  quite  hap- 
py in  GOD.  They  all  faid,  they  never  found  the  power 
of  GOD  fo  fenfibly  prefent,  as  while  they  were  commend-* 
ing  her  foul  to  him,  juft  before  fhe  expired. 

I  have  known  her  feveral  years,  and  I  cannot  fay  I  ever 
faw  fuch  a  pattern  of  hofpitality.  Her  houfe  and  heart  were 
open  to  receive  all  who  were  travelling  in  the  way  to  Sion. 

But  fhe  had  a  peculiar  regard  for  all  the  meffengers  of 
GOD,  particularly  Mr.  Wefley;  and  thought  no  expence  or 
labour  great,  if  Jhe  could  but  make  them  comfortable  ia 
themfelves,  and  help  them  forv/ard  in  their  Mafter's  work. 

By 
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By  her  fudden  and  happy  death,  I  feem  to  be  more  cruci- 
fied to  this  vain  and  uncertain  world;  and  more  determined 
to  give  myfelf  up  to  the  fervice  of  GOD;  and  thereby  to 
lay  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  to  come,  that  (through 
infinite  mercy). I  may  lay  hold  on  eternal  life. 

Oxford,  Dec.    18,    1786. 

w.  s. 

A  Letter  from  Mr.  Howell   Harris,  to  a  Friend. 

Fejnbroke,   Dec,  4,    174 1# 
Dear  Brother, 

I  Hope  that  this  will  find  you  coming  up  out  of  the  wil- 
dernefs,  out  of  yourfelf,  out  of  creatures,  out  of  your 
own  will,  and  out  of  your  own  wifdom,  leaning  on  the  Be- 
loved. When  w^e  fall  into  nothing  in  ourfelves,  we  are  found 
in  him  ;  when  we  ceafe  from  our  own  works,  he  begins  to 
work  in  us  ;  and  when  we  deny  our  own  wifdom,  and  feo 
it  to  be  but  folly,  we  (hall  have  wifdom  from  him.  O  may 
we  never  reft  till  all  the  works  of  the  devil  are  deftroyed  ia 
us  !  Till  we  can  fay,  *'  The  life  that  I  now  live  in  the  fleOi, 
I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  GOD  :"  and  can  add,  *'  It 
is  no  longer  I  that  live,  but  Chrift  that  liveth  in  me."  Then, 
and  not  till  then,   have  we  true  reft  to  our  fouls. 

I  hope  you  will  ftill  fhew  your  love  to  me,  by  pleading  for 
nic  at  the  throne  of  grace,  that  I  may  not  flop  fhort  of  any 
privilege  promifed  in  the  gofpel  :  but  that  I  may  be  the 
fait  of  the  earth  ;  have  my  conversation  in  heaven  ;  have 
fellowfhip  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  and  adorn  the  gof- 
pel of  GOD  our  Saviour  in  all  things. 

It  IS  a  common  thing,  I  fee,  to  be  an  almoft  Chriftian, 
and  to  call  every  conviGtion,  converfion  ;  every  little  feel- 
ing and  change,  faith  ;  and  every  forrow,  evangelical  repent- 
ance. But  indeed  I  fee  the  way  very  narrow,  and  fear 
there  are  but  few  that  find  it.  Thofc  that  have  once  really 
known  our  dear  Lord,  cannot  eafily  reft  without  daily  and 

hourly 
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hourly  feeding  on  him.  Indeed  he  is  to  fuch  as  know  him, 
in  all  his  offices,  names  and  relations  (through  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  Holy  Ghoft)  a  pearl  of  great  price  ;  truly 
prcciotts  and  altogether  lovely.  They  defire  him  ;  they  feed 
on  him,  talk  of  him,  and  live  to  him  ;  and  become  more 
and  more  like  him  :  dying  daily  to  all  that  is  vifjble  ;  and 
Jiving  a  life  hid  with  Chrift  in  GOD,  till  they  know  no 
one  after  the  flefti  ;  but  feel  an  inward,  fecret  union,  and 
fpiritual  fellowlhip,   with  all  who  know  and  love  him. 

Pray  much  then,  that  the  fpirit  and  temper  of  our  dear 
Lord  may  be  more  regarded.  Where  his  fpirit  prevails^ 
there  is  meeknefs  and  love,  humility  and  tendernefs  for  all 
that  belong  to  him*  Indeed  we  cannot  glorify  GOD,  but 
while  we  walk  in  his  Spirit ;  nor  can  we  fee,  or  hear,  or  feel 
fpiritually,  but  in  his  Spirit :  and  where  his  Spirit  is,  there 
is  liberty. 

I  hope  that  all  among  you  forget  the  things  behind  :  (I  am 
fure  that  difputing,  evil-furmifing,  and  bigotry,  are  things 
which  are  or  ought  to  be  left  behind)  and  prefs  forward  to 
thofe  that  are  before.  May  you  all  feek  for  a  faith  which  over- 
comes the  world,  and  lives  upon  Chrlfl !  IF  fatan  is  every 
moment  tempting,  and  if  we  continually  ftand  in  need  of 
frefli  fupplies,  then  we  fhould  every  moment  fee  that  (he 
eye  of  our  faith  be  looking  up  to  its  author  and  finifher,  till 
Wc  are  all  changed  from  glory  to  glory. 

I  am  your  affeftionate  Brother, 

H.  HARRIS. 
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0>ICE  more  retUrri'd,  I  fee  my  natal  day: 
Think,  O  my  foul !   how  time  has  Hole  away; 
As  fwift  as  fands  run  doWti  the  flipp'ry  glafs, 
So  fwift  our  fleeting,  fhort-liv'd  moments  pafs! 
But  canft  thou  think  with  pleafure  now  they're  gone; 
On  one  good  word  or  work  thou  e'er  haft  done  ? 
Say,  c*nft  thou  bear  the  retrofpeftive  view  ? 
Contented  bid  the  time  that's  paft  adieu? 
Turn  all  the  leaves  of  facred  corifcience  o'er, 
Nor  be  afraid  to  fearch  her  hidden  ftore?  *. 

But  O,  remember  while  you  thus  look  back. 
And  life's  review  this  hour  begin  to  take; 
That  he,   whofe  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  hre, 
'  Has  ever  feen  each  thought  and  each  defirqj;  , 
Each  fecr'et  purpofe  conftantly  furvey'd,   '     ^         .^ 
And  every  aftion  in  his  balance  weigh'd. 

With  fober  reafori  from  my  early  youth 
I  foiaght  the  path  of  virtue  and  of  truth. 
Unruly  riot  and  tumultuous  noife, 
My  foul  difdain'd  as  low  unmeaning  joys. 
Thefe  were  too  grofs :   in  pleafures  more  refin'd 
I  aiin'd  to  '*  burnifli"  and  improve  my  mind. 
The  ferious  book,  at  fweet  melodious  fong. 
Or  cheerful  cohverfe,  did  the  hours  prolong; 
Or  walks  enchanting  ftole  the  time  away, 
While  fanning  zephyrs  cool'd  the  fliltry  day. 
When  hoary  winter,  with  his  Ihiv'ring  face 
And  fullcn  gloom,  refum'd,  in  turn,  his  place, 
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With  ^i^ely  talcs  we  made  the  ev'ning  fmile^ 
Or  harmlefs  fports  the  tedious  hours  beguile^i 
And  oft  to  g<tin   inftruftion,  how  to  fhun 
\  Th^  wily  arts  of  man's  infidious  tongue. 
In  well. Wrought  tragedy  we  faw  difplay'd 
The  mournful  fcene  of  innocence  betray 'd: 
Or  cruel  monarchs  thrown  ffom  empire  down^ 
Wbofe  fell  ambition  had  ufurp'd  the  crown. 

Thus  eighteen  years  had  fmoothly  roll'd  around, 
'While  what  I  fought,  alas !   I  had  not  found* 
The  folid  happinefs,  the  blifs  refin'd, 
Jair  peace  ferene^  which  Heav'n  for  rtian  defigny, 
Was  quite  a  ftraftger  to  ifty  anxious  heart: 
1  neither  knew  nor  lov'd  the  better  part. 
No  wanton  aft  bad  flain'd  my  virtuous  life. 
No  dire  revenge,   no  hate  or  envious  ftrife; 
Say  then,  ye  moraliftsf  why  fhould  I  bear 
The  worm  of  confcience  gnawing  to  defpair  ? 
I  knew  the  caufe,   though  in  your  fchools  untaught^ 
My  GOD  was  not  in  all  my  wand'ring  thought. 

Confcience  awaken'd^  th^s  to  reafon  cry'd, 
What  is  thy  confidence  ?    thy  virtuous  pride  ? 
What  is  thy  hope  (when  by  almighty  pow'r 
Rais'd  fr6m  the  dead)  of  living  evermore  ? 

Reafon  alarm'd^  trembling  and  pale,   looks  batk. 
To  find  what  friends  in  virtue  (he  can  make- 
Dreadful  eternity  extended  lies. 
And  ftrrps  the  foul  of  ev'ry  fair  difguife: 
While  confcience  unrelentirfg  ftill  maintains 
Her  right  to  raife  new  fears,  and  caufe  new  paiiYs. 

What  canft  thou,  feeble  reafon,  do  ?   ftie  faid^ 
Thy  hope  is  variifh'd,  and  thy  joy  is  fled, 
Thou  didrt  prefdme  thyfelf  th'unerriftg  guide  t 
What  paths  of  ptire  devotion  haft  thou  try'd  ? 
Did  pfay'r  begin  each  confecrated  day  ? 
Has  time  00  trifles  ne'er  been  thrown  away  J 
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And  didft  thou  earneftly  and  always  ftrive  • 

From  every  fin  each  facred  hour  to  live? 
Copying  thy  Saviour's  pattern,  mercy  fhow,  r\ 

**  Reprove  thy  friend,  befriend  thy  greateft  foe;  y 

Teach  grief  to  fmile,  and  ignorance  to  know.*'  -J 

Alas  I  faid  reafon,  faultering  with  a  figh. 
That  I  have  fometimes  err'd  I  can't  deny  j 
But  I  will  hope,   and  lay  afide  my  fear, 
For  GOD  all  mercy  cannot  be  fevere. 

Confcience  reply'd,  that  hope  is  falfe  and  vain, 
And  like  the  firft  will  quickly  end  in  pain. 
Thmk'ft  thou  one  attribute  alone  (hall  (hine  ? 
Does  only  mercy  prove  our  GOD  divine  ? 
Juftice  and  mercy  both  to  him  belong. 
Bat  injured  juftice  cries  aloud  for  wrong, 
Deprav'd,  corrupted  totally  thou  art. 
Deprived  of  ev'ry  good  in  ev'ry  part! 
Forbear,  vain  reafon,   then;  attempt  no  more 
To  boaft  of  wifdom,  goodnefs,   or  of  powV: 
Thy  goodnefs  like  the  mornipg-cloud  is  gone. 
Or  early  dew  dry'd  by  the  radiant  fun. 
How  wilt  thou  then  appear,  what  refuge  fee  ? 
For  Tekel  muft,  alas!   be  wrote  on  thee.  ^ 

Defpair  then  fadly  prefs'd  my  finking  mind. 
Which  peace  or  pleafure  now  in  nought  could  find. 
Nor  fprightly  dance,   nor  foft  fymphonious  ftrain. 
Nor  books,  nor  focial  converfe  eas'd  my  pain: 
Till  pure  Religion  came,   with  looks  divine, 
With  promis'd  glory,  and  with  grace  benigi). 
Illum'd  by  her,   a  ray  of  heavenly  light 
Broke  in  upon  my  foul's  enraptur'd  fight: 
Then  lively  Hope  ftretch'd  forth  her  golden  wing, 
And  Faith  triumphant  fweetly  learn'd  to  fing. 
Divinely  taught,   I  chofe  my  favourite  feat, 
The  pofts  ol  fair  angelic  wifdom's  gate. 
No  longer  dazzled,   and  mifled  by  Ihow,  '?: 

With  fcorn  I  view'd  the  pomp  of  all  below; 

Refolv'd 
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Refolv'd  to  live  as  righteous  men  have  dy'd, 
And  nothing  know  but  Jefus  crucify 'd. 
Walking  ferene  in  wifdom's  pleafant  ways, 
(Whofe  flow'ry  paths  are  peace  and  pleaf<intnefs) 
The  joys  of  perfeft  faints  I  long'd  to  fee, 
And  drop  the  load  of  frail  mortality. 

But,  oh !   not  fo  !  the  Saviour  did  ordain 
**  To  fuffer  firft,   and  then  with  him  to  reign." 
Thy  will  be  done,  thy  forrows  let  me  (hare, 
And  after  thee  the  crofs  in  filence  bear; 
Since  in  thy  life  I  can  the  path  defcry, 
That  leads  to  glorious  immortality. 

Such  were  my  breathings  in  the  folemn  hour, 
"When  firft  fweet  mercy  fhed  the  kindly  fhow'r 
Of  peace  and  love  from  yon  divine  abode. 
And  in  my  heart  reveal'd  the  Tri-une  GOD: 
Such  ardent,   conftant  love,   I  wifla  to  feel. 
While  humbly  through  this  vale  of  tears  I  fteal. 

O  Thou  !   to  whom  my  fecret  thoughts  are  known. 
Who  feeft  my  tears,   and  hear'ft  my  inward  groan, 
Attend  my  fervent,  earneft,   humble  pray'r; 
Though  moft  unworthy,   make  me,   Lord,   thy  care; 
From  all  extremes,   O  keep  me  near  to  thee, 
Alike  from  fin  and  fuperftition  free. 
Ne'er  let  me,   Lord!  thy  tender  Spirit  grieve, 
By  wand'ring  from  thee  while  on  earth  I  live. 
Siill,  by  thy  word,   direft  me  in  the  road, 
Let  cv'ry  Birth-day  find  me  nearer  GOD: 
Thus  lowly  may  I  live,  and  bleffed  die. 
And  after  death  no  ftone  tell  where  1  lie. 
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PREDESTINATION  CALMLY  CONSIDERED. 
[By  John  Wesley,  M.A.] 

\Concludtd  from  page  529.} 

AGAIN,  They  had  tajled  of  the  heavenly  gift  (em- 
phatically fo  called)  and  were  made  partakers  of  the 
Holy  Ghojl,  So  St.  Peter  Ukewife  couples  them  together, 
A6ls  ii.  38.  Be  baptized  for  the  remiffion  offms^  andyefhall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghofl.  Whereby  the  love  oi 
GOD  was  (hed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  with  all  the  other 
fruits  of  the  Spirit. 

The  expreflion  they  had  tailed  of  the  heavenly  gift,  is; 
taken  from  the  pfalriiift,  Tafe  and  fee  that  the  Lord  is  good. 
As  if  he  had  (aid,  Be  ye  as  aflured  of  his  love,  as  of  any 
thing  you  fee  with  your  eyes.  And  let  the  affurance  there* 
of  be  fweet  to  your  foul,  as  honey  is  to  your  tongue. 

**  But  this  means  only,  they  had  fome  notions  of  remif- 
"  fion  of  fins  and  heaven,  and  fome  defires  after  them. 
**  And  they  had  received  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy 
♦*  Ghoil."  This  you  affirm;  but  without  any  colour  of 
prool. 

It  remains,  that  thofe  who  fee  the  light  of  the  glory  of 
GOD,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  who  have  been 
inade  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  gf  the  witn^fs.  and  the 

fruits 
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fruits  of  the  Spirit,  may  neverthelefs  fo  fall  from  GOD, 
a^  to  perifh  everlaftingly. 

LXXVI.  Seventhly,  Thofe  who  live  by  faith,  may  yet 
Jail  from  GOD,  and  penfh  everlaftingly. 

For  thus  faith  the  apoftle.  The  juji  Jhall  live  hy  faith; 
Jjut  if  any  man  draw  hacK  my  foul  Jhall  have  no  plcafure  in 
Am,  Heb.  X.  38.  The  juJl  {i\\Q  juftified  perfon,  of  whom 
only  this  can  be  {d\A)  Jhall  live  by  faith;^vtn  now  fliall 
live  the  life  which  is  bid  with  Chrift  in  GOD  ;  and  it  lie 
endures  unto  the  end,  fhall  live  with  GOD  for  ever.  Bui 
if  any  man  draw  hacky  faith  the  Lord,  my  foul  Jliall  have  no 
pleafure  in  him;  that  is,  I  will  utterly  call  hira  off;  and, 
accordingly,  the  drawing  back  here  fpoken  ot,  is  termed 
in  the  verfe  immediately  following,  drawing  back  to  per- 
"Sition. 

"  But  the  perfon  fuppofed  to  draw  back,  is  not  the  fame 
**  with  him  that  is  faid  to  live  by  faith/' 

I  anfwer,  1.  Who  is  it  then  ?  Can  any  man  draw  back 
from  faith  who  never  came  to  it  ?  But 

2,  Had  the  text  been  fairly  tranflated,  there  had  been  no 
pretence  fpr  this  objefiion,  For  the  original  runs  thus  : 
*0  ttKobipq  IK  ;r/^2ft>?  ^yiTirctt'  ^ett  iotv  vTrot^iiMrcti^ — If  '•  oiK^icq  the 
juJl  man  that  lives  by  Jaith  (fo  the  expreflion  neceffarily  im- 
plies, there  being  no  other  nominative  to  the  ^ff/')  draw  back^ 
my  Joul  Jliall  have  no  pleafure  in  him.  ^   ^i'v   ; 

"  But  your  tranflation  too  is  inaccurate."  Be  jijeafed 
to  fhew  we  wherein  ? 

**  I  grant  he  may  draw  back  :  and  yet  not  draw  back  to 
perdition."  But  then,  it  is  not  the  drawing  back  which  is 
here  fpoken  of. 

*'  However  here  is  onlyafuppofition,  which  proves  no  faS." 
I  obferve  you  take  that  as  a  general  rule,  fuppofitions  prove 
no  fafls.  But  this  is  not  true.  They  do  not  always  :  but 
many  times  they  do.  And  whether  they  do  or  not  in  a  par- 
ticular text,  muft  be  judged  JFrom  the  nature  of  the  fuppofi. 
tion,  and  from  the  preceding  and  following  words. 

■*  But  the  inferting  any  man  in  the  text,  is  agreeable  to 
'*  the  grammatical  conftruftion  of  thefe  w©rds."    This  I  tOr 

tally 
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tally  deny*     There  Is  no  need  of  any  fuch  infertionT    The 
preceding  nominative  fuffices. 

"  But  one  that  lives  by  faith,  cannot  draw  back*  For 
whom  he  jujlijied^  them  he  alfo  gloriJiedJ* 

This  proves  no  more,  than  that  all  who  are  glorified,  arc 
pardoned  and  fanftified  firft,  "1;. 

"  Nay,  but  St»  Paul  fays,  ye  are  dead;  and  your  life  is 
**  kid  with  Chrijl  in  GOD.  When  Chriji  who  is  our  life^JhaU 
•*  appear,  theft  Jhall' ye  alfo  appear  with  him  in  glory '^ 

Moft  fure,  it  you  endure  to  the  end*  Whofoever  belicvetk 
in  him  to  the  end,  fhall  never  die*, 

LXXVIL  *'  But,  to  come  more  home  to  the  point.  I 
"  fay,  this  text  is  fo  far  from^  militating  againft  pcrfevc- 
**  ranee,   that  it  greatly  eftablifhes  it*" 

You  are  very  unhappy  in  your  choice  of  tc:$ts  to  eftablifh 
this  doftrine.  Two  of  thofe  which  eftablifli  it,  juft  as  this 
does,  we  have  feen  already.  Now  pray  let  us  hear>  how 
you  prove  peffeverance  from  this  text. 

'*•'  Very  ^aflly.  H^re  are  two  forts  of  perfons  mention- 
"  «ed  •  ',he  tfiat  lives  by  faith,  and  he  that  draws  back  to  per- 
••  dition/' 

Nay,  this  is  the  very  queftion.  I  do  not  allow  that  two 
perfons  are  mentioned  in  the  text.  I  have  (liewn,  it  is  one 
and  rtie'fiulie  p'erforl,  who  once  lived  by  faith,  and  after- 
wards draws  back. 

Yet  thus  much  I  allow:  two  forts  of  believers  are  in 
the  next  verfe  mentioned  ;  fome  that  draw  back,  and  fome 
that  perfevete.  Ahd  I  allow,  the  apoftle  adds.  We  are  not  of 
them  who  draw  hatkunto  perdition.  But  what  will  you  infer 
from  thence?  This  is  fo  far  from  contradifling  what  has  been 
obferved  before,  that  it  hianifeftly  confirms  it.  It  is  a  fur- 
ther proof,  that  there  are  tHofe  who  draw  back  unto  perditi- 
on, although  thefe  were  tidt  of  that  number. 

*•  I  muft  Hill  aver,  that  the  text  is  rightly  tranflated; 
*'  Which  I  prove  thus: 

***  The  original  text,  Hab.  ii.  4.  runs  thus  :  Behold^  his 
^^  ftnzl  which  is  lifted  up^  is  not  upright  in  him  i  but  thejufl 
^' ^It  live  by  his  faith. 

^>    ••  "This 


^y6       PREDESTINATION   CALMLY  CONSIDERED; 

"  This  the  feventy  render,  E«y  vTro^^x^roti,  hk  iv^cKH  »,  -^'y^r^ 
f&a  iv  ciVTM*  0  Sg  hxoiiog  SK  7rt<fi6j?  f>ci$  l^iiciTxt,  if  a  man  dratv  hacky 
**  my  foul  hath  no  pUafure  in  him.  But  the  fujl  fhall  live, 
*'  by  my  faith  ^  i.  e.   faith  in  me. 

"  Now  here  the  main  ih  the  former  claufe  who  draw^ 
*'  hack^  is  diftinguifhed  from  him  in  the  following  claufe, 
**  who  Urns  by  faiths 

"  But  the  apoftle  quotes  the  text  from  this  tranflation*'* 

True  ;  but  he  does  not  *'  diftinguifh  the  man  in  the  for- 
**  mer  claufe  who  draws  back^  from  him  in  the  latter  who 
**  lives  by  faith.''  So  far  from  it,  that  he  quite  inverts  the 
.  order  of  the  fentencei  placing  the  latter  claufe  of  it  firil. 
And  by  this  means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  although  in  tranfla- 
ting  this  text  from  the  Septuagint^  we  muft  infert  a  man 
becaufe  there  is  ho  nominative  preceding ;  yet  in  tranflating 
it  from  the  apoftle,  there  is  no  heed  or  pretence  for  inferting 
it,  feeing 'o  Vx,Atoq  ftands  juft  before. 

Therefore  fuch  an  infertion  is  a  palpable  violence  to  the 
text ;   which  confequently  is  not  rightly  tr^nflated. 

It  remains,  that  thofe  who  live  by  faith,  may  yet  fall 
from  GOD,  and  perilli  everlallingly. 

LXXVIII.  Eighthly,  thofe  who  are  fan£l;ified  by  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,   may  fo  fall  as  to  perifh  everlaftingly. 

For  thus  again  faith  the  apoftle  :  If  we  fin  wilfully y  af-- 
ter  we  have  received  the  knowledge  of  the  truths  there  remaineth 
no  nwrefacrifcefor fms;  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  ofjudg^ 
ment  andfery  indignation^  which  fliall  devour  the  adverfaries. 
He  that  defpifed  Mofs'^  law,  died  without  mercy  under  two  or 
three  witneffes.  Of  how  much  forer  punifhmentjhall  he  bethought 
worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  GOD,  and 
hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  wherewith  he  wasfanc^ 
tified,  an  unholy  thing. 

It  is  undeniably  plain,  I.  That  the  perfon  mentioned  here, 
was  once  fantiilied  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant :  2,  That 
he  afterwards  by  known,  wilful  fin,  trod  under  foot  the  Son 
of  GOD  :  and,  3,  That  he  hereby  incurred  a  forer  punifti- 
ment  than  death,  namely,  death  everlafting, 

"  Nay, 
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"  Nay,  the  immediate  antecedent  to  the  relative  he,  is  tlie 
**  Son  of  GOD.  Therefore  it  was  he,  not  the  apoftate,  who 
•*  was  fanftified  (fet  apart  for  his  pricilly  ofEce)  by  the  blood 
**  of  the  covenant." 

Either  you  forgot  to  look  at  the  original,  or  your  me- 
mory fails.  The  Son  of  GOD  is  not  the  immediate  antece- 
dent to  the  relative  he.  The  words  run  thus  :  Of  how  much 
forer  piinflunent  fhall  he  he  thought  worthy,  zvho  hath  trodden 
under  foot  the  Son  of  GOD,  )coii  to  ui/^u.  t«?  ^i»Qriy,n^  x^ivov 
fiyrjo-ocfLCivt^,  iv  a  viyixS-A*  You  fee  nyyircci^ivog,  notwoj,  is  the  imme- 
diate antecedent  to  the  relative  he.  Confequently  it  is  the 
apoftate,  not  the  Son  of  GOD,  who  is  here  faid  to  be 
fanftified. 

'*  If  he  was  fanflified,  yet  this  cannot  be  underftood  of 
"  inward  fantlification.  Therefore  it  muft  mean,  either  that 
**  he  faid,  he  was  fanfiified  ;  or,  that  he  made  an  outward 
•*  profelTion  of  religion/' 

Why  cannot  the  word  be  underftood  in  its  proper,  natu- 
ral fenfe,   of  inward  fanflification  ? 

"  Becaufe  that  is  by  the  Spirit  of  COD."  From  this 
very  confideration  it  appears,  that  this  muft  be  underftood 
of  inward  fanftification  :  for  the  words  immediately  follow- 
ing are,  a?id  hath  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace,  even 
that  grace,  whereby  he  was  onc^fanSfied. 

It  remains,  that  thofe  who  are  fanftified  by  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,   may  yet  perifli  everlaftingly* 

LXXIX.  If  you  imagine  thefe  texts  are  not  fufficient  to 
provC)  that  a  true  beHever  may  finally  fall,  I  will  ofter  a  few 
more  to  your  confideration,  which  I  would  beg  you  to  weigh 
further  at  your  leifure. 

Matt.  V.  13.  Ye  [C\\r\^\zr\^)  are  the  fait  of  the  earth.  But 
if  the  fait  have  lofi  its  favour,  wherewith  fhall  it  be  falttdf 
It  is  thenceforth  good  for  nothing,  hut  to  he  cafl  out,  and  to 
he  trodden  under  foot  of  men. 

Chap.  xii.   43,   &c.   When  the  unclean  fpirit  is  gone  out  of 
a  man   (as  he  does    out   of  every  true  believer)   he  walketh. 
through  dry  places  f  eking  7'efi,   and  findeth  none.      Then  he 
faith,   I  will  return — and  he  taketh.  vAth  him  fev^n  other  f pi- 
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rits — and  thzy  enter  in,  and  dwell  there.      And  the  lajl  Jlatc 
of  that  7iian  %s  worfe  than  the  firjl. 

Chap.  xxiv.  10,  &c.  And  then Jliall  many  he  offended — and 
th^.  love  (towards  GOD  and  man)  of  many  Jliall  wax  cold. 
But  he  that  Jliall  endure  to  the  end^   the  fame  Jliall  he  faved. 

Ver.  45,  &c.-  V/ho  then  is  a  Jaithjul  and  wife  fervant^ 
whom  his  Lord  hath  made  ruler  over  his  houfiold? — But  if 
that  evil  ferv ant  (wife  and  faithful  as  he  was  owQt^fiiall  he- 
gin  to  f mite  his  fellow  ferv  ants the  Lord  Jhall  cut  him  a- 

f under,  and  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the  hypocrites,  apo- 
flates,  being  no  better  than  they. 

Luke  xxi.  34.  Take  heed  to  yourfelves  (ye  that  believe) 
le[l  at  any  time  your  hearts  he  overcharged  with  cares  of  this 
Ife,  and  fo  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares.  Plainly  im- 
plying, that  otherwife  they  would  not  be  accounted  w&rthy 
to  f sand  hejore  tht  Son  of  man,   . 

John  V.  14.  Sin  no  more,  left  a  worfe  thing  (than  any 
temporal  evil)  come  unto  thee. 

Chap.  viii.  31,  32.  ]f  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then  are  ye 
my  dfciples  indeed.  And  ye  fiall  know  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  fnall  make  you  free, 

1  Cor.  ix.  27.  1  keep  my  hody  under—hjl  hy  any  means^ 
when  I  have  preached  to  others,  L  myjclj Jhould  he  a  cajl-axcayi 

1  Cor.  X.  3,  &c.  Our  fathers  did  all  eat  the  fame  fpiritual 
neat,  and  did  all  drink  the  fame  fpiritual  drink  (for  they  drank 
if  that  fpiritual  rock  that  followed  them,  and  that  lock  was 
Chrif,)      But  with  many  of  them  GOD  was  not  well  pie ajed; 

for  they  were  overthrown  in  the  zvildernefs — Now  thefe  things 
zvere  cur  examples — Wherefore  let  him  that  thinketh  he  Jland* 
cth,   take  heed  Ifi  he  fall, 

2  Cor.  vi.  1.  We  then,  as  workers  together  with  him,  he- 
fee ch  you,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  GOD  in  vain.     But 

this  were  impofTible,   if  none  that  ever  had  it  could  perllh.    • 

Gal.  V.  4.    Ye  are  fallen  from  grace. 

Chap.  vi.  9.  We  fhall  reap,  if  we  faint,  not.  Therefore 
V/e  (hall  not  reap,  if  we  do. 

Heb.  iii.  14.  We  are  made  partakers  of  Chrif,  if  we  hold 
the  heginning  of  cur  confidence  J' edfafi  unto  the  end, 
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G  Pet,  iii.  17.    Beware,  lejl  ye  alfo  being  led  away  with  ths. 
error  of  the  zoickcd,  fall  from  your  ozvnfledfafnefs. 

2  John  vcr.  8.   Look  to  yourftlves^  that   we  loft  net  thofc 
ihinfs  which  zee  have  wrought. 

Rev.  iii.  11.   Hold  that  fafl  which  thou  hafi,  that  no  man 
take  thy  crown.      And  to  conclude, 

So.  likewife  fliall  my  heavenly  Father  do  (dfo  unto  you,  if.ye 
from  your  heatts  forgive  not  every  one  his  brother  their  tref 
poffes.  Matt,  xyili.  35.  So  !  How  ?  He  will  retraft  the  par- 
don he  had  given,   and  deliver  you  to  the  tormentors. 

LXXX.  '■  Why  then  you  make  fglvation  conditional.'' 
I  ?7i'die  '}t  neiiher  conditional  nor  unconditional  ?  But  I 
declare  jufl:  whdt  I  find  in  the  Bible,  neither  more  nor  lefs  ; 
namely,  that  it  is  bought  for  every  clnld  ot  man,  and  aftyal- 
]y  given  to  every  on^  that  believeth.  If  you  call  this  con- 
ditional falvatipn,  GOD  7??^^^  it  fo  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world  :  and  he  hath  declared  it  fo  to  be,  at  fundry  times, 
and  in  divers  manners ;  of  old  by  Mofs  and  the  prophets, 
and  in  latter  times  by  Chrift  and  his  apoftles. 

**  Then  I  can  never  be  faved  ;  for  I  can  perform  no 
conditions  ;  for  I  can  do  nothing.''  No,  nor  I  ;  nor  any 
i^ian  under  h€avea,--rwith<)ut  the  grace  of  GOD.  But 
/  can  do  oJl  things  through  Chrifi  flrengthening  me.  So  can 
you.  So  can  every  believer.  And  he  has  ftrengthened, 
and  will  flrengthen  you  more  and  more,  if  you  do  not  wil- 
fully refifl,   till  you  quench  his  Spirit. 

LXXXi.  "  Nay,  but  GOD  muft  work  irre/fiibly  in  me, 
**  or  I  (hall  never  be  fayed.''  Hold  1  Oonfider  that  word* 
You  are  again  advancing  a  dpftrine  which  has  not  one  plain^ 
clear  text  to  fupport  it.  I  allow,  GOD  ?nay  poflibly,  at. 
fame  times ^  work  irrefiftibly  in  fome  fouls.  I  believe  he 
does.  But  can  you  infer  from  hence,  that  he  always  works 
thus  in  all  that  are  faved  ?  Alas,  my  brother,  what  kind  of 
concluuon  is  this?  And  by  what  fcripture  will  you  prove 
it?  Where,  I  pray,  is  it  written,  that  none  are  faved  but 
by  irrefiftibie  grace  ?  By  almighty  grace,  I  grant ;  by  tliat 
power  alone,  to  which  all  things  are  poffible.      But  (hew  me 

any 
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any  one  plain  fcripture  for   this,  That  **  all-faving  grace  is 
**  irrefiitible.'* 

LXXXII.  But  this  doClrine  is  not  only  unfupported  by 
fcripture.      It  is  flatly  contrary  thereto. 

How  will  you  reconcile  it  (to  inftance  in  a  very  few) 
with  the  following  texts  ? 

Matt.  xxii.  3,  &.c.  He  fait  to  call  them,  and  they  would 
not  come, 

Mark  vi.  5.  He  could  do  no  mighty  works  there,  bedaufc 
of  their  unbelief.      Compare  with  Matt.  xiii.  58. 

Luke  V.  17.  There  were  Pharifees,  and  the  power  of  the 
Lord  was  prefent  to  heal  them,  Neverthelefs  they  were  not 
healed  in  ta6l,   as  the  words  immediately  following  (hew. 

Luke  vii.  29.    The  Pharifees  and  lawyers  rejtded  the  ccun- 
fel  of  GOD,   agairifl  them/elves, 

Luke  xiii.  54.  0  Jerufakm,  Jerufalem,  how  often  would 
J  have  gathered  thy  children,  and  ye  would  not, 

John  vi.  63,  64.  //  is  the  Spirit  that  quickenetk  ;  the  words 
that  I  f peak  unto  you,  they  are  Spirit,      But  there  are  fome  of 
you  that  believe  n»t.      Therefore  that  Spirit  did  not  work  ir- 
refifii'bly. 

Afts  Wi.  51.   Ye  do  ahuays,  reffi  the  Holy  Ghofi :  as  your 
fathers  did,  Jo  do  ye. 

Chap.  xiii.  46.  Ye  put  it  from  you,  and  judge  yourfilves 
unworthy  of  ever laf ting  life, 

Heb.  iii.  7,  8.  To-day,  if  y^  will  hear  his  voice,  harden 
not  your  hearts. 

Ibid.  ver.  12.  Take  heed,  kfl  there  he  in.  any  of  you  an  evil 
heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living  GOD. 

Heb.  xii.  25.   See,^  that  ye  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh. 

LXXXiri.  I  do  but  juft  give  you  a  fpecimen  of  the  in- 
numerable fcriptures  which  miglit  be  produced  on  this  head. 
And  why  will  you  adhere  to  ^n  opinion  not  only  unfupported 
by,  but  utterly  contrary  both  to  reafon  and  fcripture  ?  Be 
pleafed  to  obferve  here  alfo,  that  you  are  not  to  confiderthe 
doftrine  of  irrefiiiibie  grace  by  itfclf,  any  more  than  that  of 
unconditional  eleftion,  or  final  perfcverance  ;  but  as  il;  ftands 

in 
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in    connexion  with   unconditional   reprobation,   that  mill- 
llone  which  hangs  about  the  neck  of  your  whole  hypothefis. 
Will   you    fay,   "  I  adhere  to  it,  becaufe  of   its  ufcful- 
"  nefs."     Wherein  does  that   ufefulnefs    lie  ?    **  It   exalts 
*'  GOD,   and  debafes  man."      In  what  fenfe  does  it  exalt 
GOD  ?    GOD  in  himfelf  is  exalted  above  all  praife.    Your 
meaning  therefore  I  fuppofe  is   this  :   it  difplays  to  others 
how  highly  he  is  exalted,  in  juftice,  mercy,  and  truth.     But 
the  direft  contrary  of  this  has  been  (hewn  at  large  :   it  has 
been  fhewn  by  various  confiderations,   that  GOD  is  not  ex- 
alted, but  rather,  difhonoured,  and  that  in  the  higheft  de- 
gree, by  fuppofin<;  him  to  defpife  the  work  of  his  own  hands, 
the  tar  greater  part  of  the  fouls  which  he  hath  made.    And  as 
to  the  debafing  of  man  ;   if  you  mean,   "  This  opinion  truly 
humbles  the  men  that  hold  it."      I  fear  it  does  not  ;   I  have 
not  perceived   (and  I  have  had  large  occafions  to  make  the 
the  trial)   th^t  all,  or  even  the  generality  of  them  that  hold 
it,  are  more  humble  than  other  men.     Neither,  I  think,  will 
you  fay,   that   none  are  humble,  who  hold  it  not :   fo  that 
it  is   neither   a  ntcejfary  nor   a   certain  means  of  humility. 
And  if  it  be  fo  fometimes,  this  only  proves  that  GOD  carl 
bring  good  out  of  evil. 

LXXXIV.  The  truth  is,  neither  this  opinion  nor  that, 
but  the  love  of  GOD  humbles  man,  and  that  only.  Let 
but  this  be  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart,  and  he  abhors  himfelf  in 
duft  and  aftcs.  As  foon  as  this  enters  into  his  foul,  lowly 
Ihame  covers  his  face.  That  thought,  What  is  GOD  ? 
What  hath  he  done  for  me  ?  is  immediately  followed  by, 
What  am  I  ?  And  he  knoweth  not  what  to  do,  or  where  to 
hide,  or  how  to  abafe  himfelf  enough,  before  the  great  GOD 
of  love,  of  whom  he  now  knoweth,  that  as  his  majefly  is, 
fo  is  his  mercy.  Let  him  who  h^sfell  this  (whatever  be  his 
opinion)  fay,  whether  he  could  then  take  glory  to  himfelf? 
Whether  he  could  afcribe  to  himfelf  any  part  of  his  falvation, 
or  the  glory  of  any  good  word  or  thought  ?  Lean  then,  who 
will,  on  that  broken  reed  for  humility  :  but  let  the  love  of 
cop  humble  my  foul  1 

LXXXV. 
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LXXXV.  *'  Why,  this  is  the  very  thing  which  recom^ 
"  mends  it.  This  do'ftiine  makes  men  love  GOD."  I  arj- 
fwer  as  before:  accidentally  it  may  ;  bccaufc  GOD  can  draw- 
good  out  of  evil.  But  you  will  not  fay,  all  who  hold  it,  lov,e 
GOD  ;  fo  it  is  no  certain  means  to  that  end.  Nor  will  you 
liiy,  that  none  love  him  who  hold  it  not.  Neither,  there- 
fore, is  it  a  neojfary  means.  But  indeed  when  you  talk  at 
all  of  its  "making  men  love  GOD,"  you  know  not  whqt 
you  do.  You  lead  men  into  more  danger  than  you  are 
aware  of.  You  almoll  unavoidably  lead  them  into  rejling 
on  that  opinion  :  you  cut  them  off  from  a  true  dependence 
on  the  Fountain  of  living  waters,  and  flrengthen  them  in 
hewing  to  themfelves  broken  ciHerns,  which  can  hold  no 
water. 

LXXXVI.  This  is  my  grand  gbjcftion  to  the  doflrinp 
of  reprobation,  or  (which  is  the  fame)  unconditional  eleftion. 
That  it  is  an  error  I  know  ;  becaufe  if  this  w^ere  true,  th^ 
whole  fcripture  muft  be  falfe.  But  it  is  not  only  for  this, 
becaufe  it  is  an  error,  that  I  fo  earueftly  oppofe  it,  but  be- 
caufe it  is  an  error  of  fo  pernicious  confequence  to  the  fouls 
of  men  ;  becaufe  it  direflly  and  naturally  tends  to  hinder  the 
inward  woik  of  GOD  in  every  ftage  of  it. 

LXXXVII.  For  inftance.  Is  a  man  carelefs  and  un- 
concerned ?  utterly  dead  in  trefpafTes  and  fjns  ?  Exhort  him 
then  (fuppofe  he  is  of  your  own  opinion)  to  take  fome  care 
of  his  immortal  foul.  **  I  take  care  !"  fays  he,  "  What 
**  fignifies  my  care  ?  Why,  what  muft  be,  muft  be.  If  I 
'*  am  ele61,  I  muft  be  faved  ;  and  if  I  am  not,  I  muft  be 
**  damned."  And  the  reafoning  is  as  juft  and  firong,  as  it 
is  obvious  and  natural.  It  avails  not  to  fay,  "men  may  abufe 
**  any  doftrine."  So  they  may.  But  this  is  not  abujzng 
yours.  It  is  the  plain,  natural  ufe  of  it.  The  premifes  can- 
not be  denied  (on  your  fcheme)  :  and  the  confequence  is 
equally  clear  and  undeniable.  Is  he  a  little  ferious  and 
thoughtful  now  and  then,  though  generally  cool  and  luke^ 
warm  ?  Prefs  him  then  to  ftir  up  the  gift  that  is  in  him,, 
to  work  out  his  own  falvation  with  fear  and  trembling.  Alast 
fays  he,  what  can  I  do  ?  You  know  man  can  do  nothing. 

If 
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If  you  icply,  but  you  don't  defirt  falvation  :  you  are  not 
willing  to  be  faved.  It  may  be  fo,  fays  he,  but  GOD 
fliall  make  me  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power.  So  waiting 
for  irrefiftible  grace,  he  falls  fader  afleep  tlian  ever.  See 
him  again,  when  he  thoroughly  awakes  out  of  fleep  ;  when 
in  fpite  of  his  principles,  fearfulnefs  and  trembling  are  come 
upon  him,  and  an  horrible  dread  hath  overwhelmed  him. 
How  then  will  you  comfort  him  that  is  well-nigh  fwallow- 
cd  up  of  overmuch  forrow  ?  If  at  all,  by  applying  the  pro- 
mifes  of  GOD.  But  againft  thefe  he  is  fenced  on  every 
fide.  Thefe  indeed,  fays  he,  are  great  and  precious  pro- 
mifes.  But  they  belong  to  the  e!e£l  only.  Therefore  they 
are  nothing  to  me.  I  am  not  ot  that  number.  And  I  ne- 
ver can  be:  for  his  decree  is  unchangeable.  Has  he  alrea- 
dy tailed  of  the  good  word,  and  the  powers  of  the  world 
to  come?  Being  juflified  by  faith,  hath  he  peace  v/ith 
GOD  ?  Then  fin  hath  no  dominion  over  him.  But  by 
and  by,  confidering  he  may  fall  foully  indeed,  but  cannot 
fall  jinaUy,  he  h  not  fo  jealous  over  himfelf  as  he  was  al; 
firft;  he  grows  a  little  and  a  little  flacker,  till  e'er  long  he 
falls  again  into  the  fin,  from  which  he  was  clean  efcaped. 
As  foon  as  you  perceive  he  is  entangled  again  and  overcome, 
you  apply  the  fcriptures  relating  to  that  flate.  You. conjure 
him  not  to  harden  his  heart  any  more,  lefi  his  lail  flate  be 
\\^orfe  than  the  firfl.  "  How  can  that  be,"  fays  he  ?  "  Once. 
*'  in  grace  always  in  grace  ;  and  I  am  fure  I  was  in  grace 
"  once.  You  ihall  never  tear  away  my  fhield."  So  he 
iins  on,  and  deeps  on,  till  he  awakes  in  hell. 

LXXXVIIi.  The  obferving  thefe  mielancholy  examples 
day  by  day  ;  this  dreadful  havoc,  which  the  devil  makes  of, 
fouls,  efpecially  of  thofe  who  had  begun  to  run  well,  by 
means  of  this  antifcriptura!  doftrine,  conftrains  me  to  op- 
pofe  it  from  the  fame  principle,  whereon  I  labour  to  fave 
fouls  from  deftruftion.  Nor  is  it  fufScient  to  afk,  are  there 
not  alfo  many  who  zvrejl  the  oppofite  doclrine  to  their  own 
deftruttion  ?  If  there  are,  that  is  nothing  to  the  point  in 
queftion;  for  that  is  not  the  cafe  here.     Here  is  no  ivrefiin^ 


at 
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9t  all:  the  do6irine  of  abfolute  predeftination  naturally  leads 
to  the  chambers  of  death* 

Let  an  inftance  of  each  kind  be  propofcd,  and  the  dif^ 
fercnce  is  fo  broad,  he  that  runneth  may  read  it.  1  fay^ 
"  Cbrifl  died  for  all.  He  tafted  death  for  every  man,  and 
*'  he  willeth  all  men  to  be  faved."  *'  O,"  fays  an  hearer, 
"  then  I  can  be  faved,  when  I  will;  fo  I  may  fafely  fin  a 
*'  little  longer."  No,  this  is  no  confequencc  from  what  I 
{aid:  the  words  are  wrefied^  to  infer  what  does  not  follow. 
You  fay,  "  Chrift  died  only  for  the  eleft:  and  all  thefe 
"  muft  and  fliall  be  faved."  "  O,"  fays  an  hearer,  "  then 
**  if  I  am  one  of  the  elefl:,  I  mull  and  fhall  be  faved. 
**  Therefore  I  may  fafely  fin  a  little  longer;  for  my  falvation 
•'  cannot  fail."  Now  this  is  a  fair  confequence  from  what 
you  faid:  the  words  are  not  wrefted  at  all.  No  more  is 
inferred  than  what  plainly  and  undeniably  follows  from  the 
premifes.  And  the  very  fame  obfervation  may  be  made,  on 
every  article  of  that  doftrinc.  Every  branch  of  it,  as  well 
a«  this  (however  the  wifdom  of  GOD  may  fometimes  draw 
good  out  of  it)  has  a  natural,  genuine  tendency,  without 
anv  wrefting,  either  to  prevent  or  obftruft  holinefs. 

LXXXIX.  Brethren,  would  ye  lie  for  the  caufe  of 
GOD  ?  I  am  perfuaded,  ye  would  not.  Thi^  then,  that 
as  ye  are,  fo  am  L  I  fpeak  the  truth,  before  GOD  my 
judge,  not  of  thofe  who  were  trained  up  therein,  but  of 
thofe  who  were  lately  brought  over  to  your  opinion.  Ma- 
ny of  thefe  have  I  known,  but  I  have  not  known  one  in 
ten  of  all  that  number,  in  whom  it  did  not  fpeedily  work, 
fome  of  the  above-named  effefts,  according  to  the  ftate  of 
foul  they  were  then  in.  And  one  only  have  I  known  among 
them  all,  after  the  ciofeft  and  moft  impartial  obfervation, 
who  did  not  evidently  fhew,  within  one  year,  that  his 
heart  was  changed,   not  for  the  better,   but  the  worfe. 

XC.  I  know  indeed,  ye  cannot  eafily  believe  this.  But 
v/hciher  ye  believe  it  or  no,  you  believe,  as  well  as  I, 
that  ■without  holinefs^  no  man  JJiall  fee  the  Lord.  May  we 
not  then,  at  leaft,  join  in  this,  in  declaring  the  nature  of 
inward   holinefs,  and   to  tcflify  to   all  the  nccefiTuy   of  it  ? 

May 
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May  we  not  all  thus  far  join,  in  tearing  away  the  broken 
reeds  whereon  fo  many  left,  witliout  either  inward  or  out- 
ward holinefs,  and  which  they  idly  truft  will  fupply  its  place? 
As  far  as  is  pofTible,  let  us  join  in  deftroying  the  works  of 
the  devil,  and  in  fetting  up  the  kingdom  of  GOD  upon 
earth,  in  promoting  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft. 

Of  whatever  opinion  or  denomination  we  are,  we  mufl 
ferve  either  GOD  or  the  devil.  If  we  ferve  GOD,  our 
agreement  is  far  greater  than  our  difference.  Therefore,  as 
far  as  may  be,  fetting  afide  that  difference,  let  us  unite  in 
deflroying  the  works  of  the  devil,  in  bringing  all  we  can, 
from  the  power  of  darknefs,  into  the  kingdom  of  GOD's 
dear  Son.  And  let  us  affift  each  other  to  value  mgre  and 
more  the  glorious  grace  whereby  we  fland,  and  daily  to  grow 
in  that  grace  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift. 

[^End  of  Predylinalion  calmly  conJidcrcdA 


•  SERMON     XXIV. 

On   Revelation  xxi.  5. 

Behold,   I  make   all  thin^ps   ntw% 

1.  T  TT  THAT  a  flrange  fcene  is  here  opened  to  our  view  I 
V  V  How  remote  from  all  our  natural  apprehenfions ! 
Not  a  glimpfe  of  what  is  here  revealed,  was  ever  feen  in  the 
heathen  world.  Not  only  the  modern,  barbarous,  uncivili- 
zed Heathens  have  not  the  leaft  conception  of  it  ;  but  it 
was  equally  unknown  to  the  refined,  polifhed  Heathens  of 
ancient  Greece  and  liorae.  And  it  is  almofl  as  little  thought 
of  or  underftood,  by  the  generality  of  Chriilians  :  I  mean, 
not  barely  thofe  that  are  nominally  fucb,  that  bavi;  the  form 
Vol.11.  4E  I-  of 
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of  godlinefs  without  the  power :   but  even   thofe  that  in   a 
meafure  fear  GOD,    and  ftudy  to  work  right eoufnefs. 

2.  It  muft  be  allowed,  that  after  all  the  researches  we 
Can  make,  ftill  our  knowledge  of  the  great  truth,  which  is 
delivered  to  us  in  thefe  words,  is  exceedingly  fhort  and  im- 
perfeft.  As  this  is  a  point  of  mere  revelation,  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  natural  faculties,  we  cannot  penetrate  far  into 
it,  nor  form  any  adequate  conception  of  it.  But  it  may 
be  an  encouragement  to  thofe  who  have  in  any  degree  tafted 
of  the  powers  of  the  world  to  come,  to  go  as  far  as  we  can 
go,  interpreting  fcripture  by  fcripture,  according  to  the 
analogy  of  faith, 

3.  The  apoflle,  caught  up  in  the  vifions  of  GOD,  tells 
us  in  t'je  firft  vcrie  oi  the  chapter,  I J  aw  a  new  heaven  and 
a  new  earth  :  And  adds,  ver.  5,   He  that  fat  upon  the  throne^ 

Jaid  (I   believe  the   only   words   which   he  is  faid  to   utter 
throughout  the  whole  book,)   Behold^  I  make  all  things  new. 

4.  Very  many  commentators  entertain  a  llrange  opinion, 
that  fchls  relates  only  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  grave- 
ly tell  us,  that  the  words  are  to  be  referred  to  the  flourifii- 
ing  itate  of  the  church,  which  commenced  after  the  heathen 
perfecutions.  Nay,  fome  of  them  have  difcovered,  that  all 
which  the  apoftle  fpeaks  concerning  the  new  heaven  and  the 
new  earthy  was  fulfilled  when  Conjlantine  the  great  poured  in 
riches  and  honours  upon  the  Chriiiians.  What  a  miferable 
way  is  this  of  making  void  the  counfel  of  GOD,  with  re- 
gard to  all  that  grand  chain  of  events,  in  reference  to  his 
church,  yea,  and  to  all  mankind,  from  the  time  that  Jfohn 
was  in  Patmos^  unto  the  end  of  the  world  !  Nay,  the  line 
of  this  prophefy  reaches  farther  ftill.  It  does  not  end  with 
the  prefent  world,  but  {hows  us  the  things  which  will  come 
to  pafs,   when  this  world  is  no  more. 

5.  Thus  faith  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Univerfe, 
Behold,  I  make  all  things  new  :  all  which  are  included  in  that 
expreilion  of  the  apoftle,  A  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth, 
A  new  hi^avm.  The  original  word  in  Genefis  (chap,  i.)  is 
in  the  plural  number.  And  indeed  this  is  the  conftant  lan- 
giage  of  fcripture  ;  not  heaven^    but  heavcm.     According- 

ly 
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ly  the  ancient  Jevvifh  writers  are  accuftomed  to  reckon  three 
heavens.  In  conformity  to  which,  the  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks 
of  his  being  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven.  It  is  this, 
the  third  heaven,  which  is  ufiially  (uppofed  to  be  the  more 
immediate  refidence  of  GOD  :  fo  far  as  anv  refidence  can 
be  afcribed  to  his  omniprefent  Spirit,  who  pervades  and 
fills  the  whole  univerfe.  It  is  here  (if  we  fpeak  after  the 
manner  of  men,)  that  the  Lord  fitteth  upon  his  throne,  fur- 
rounded  by  angeis  and  archangels,  and  by  all  his  flaming 
minifters. 

6.  We  cannot  think,  that  this  heaven  will  undergo  any 
change,  any  more  than  its  great  inhabitant.  Surely  this 
palace  of  the  Moft  High  was  the  fame  from  eternity,  and 
will  be  world  without  end.  Only  the  inferior  heavens  are 
liable  to  change  ;  the  higheft  of  which  we  ufually  call.  The 
flarry  heavens.      This,   St.  Piiter  informs  us,  is  rejerved  unto 

Jire,  againji  the  day  of  judgment,  and  de/lru3ion  of  ungodly 
men.  In  that  day,  being  on  fire,  it  fhall  firft  Jhnvel  as  a 
parchment-fcroll :  then  it  fhall  be  dijfolved,  ^n^i  fi^all  pafs 
away  with  a  great  noife  :  laftly,  it  ^eW  ft le  from  the  face  of 
hini  that  fitteth  on  the  throne^  and  there  fhall  be  found  no 
place  for  it. 

7.  At  the  fame  time  the  /I  ars  f tall  fall  from  heaven,  the 
fecret  chain  being  broken,  which  had  retained  them  m  their 
feveral  orbits  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  In  the 
mean  while  the  lower,  or  fublunary  heavin,  with  the  dements 
{ox  principles  that  compofe  it)  fhall  melt  with  fervent  heat, 
while  the  earth  with  the  works  that  are  therein  fiall  be  burnt 
vp.  This  is  the  introdnftion  to  a  far  nobler  ilate  of  things, 
fuch  as  it  has  not  yet  entered  into  the  heart  of  men  to  con- 
ceive :  the  univerfal  reftoration  which  is  to  fucceed  the  uni- 
verfal  deftruftion.  For  we  look  for,  fays  the  apoftle,  new 
heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnef , 
2  Pet.  iii.   7,  &c. 

8.  One  confiderable  difference  there  will  undoubtedly 
l)e  in  the  ftarry  heaven,  when  it  is  created  anew;  there  will 
be  no  blazing  ftars,  no  comets  there.  Whether  thofe  hor^ 
rid,  eccentric  orbs  are  half-formed  planets  in  a  chaotic  ftate, 

(I  fpeak 
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(I  fpeak  on  the  fuppofition  of  a  plurality  of  worlds)  or  fach 
as  have  undergone  their  general  conflagration,  they  will 
certainly  have  no  place  in  the  new  heaven,  where  all  will 
be  exaft  order  and  harmony.  There  may  be  many  other 
differences  between  the  heaven  that  now  is,  and  that  which 
will  be  after  the  renovation.  Bat  they  are  above  our  ap- 
prehenfion:   we  muft  leave  eternity  to  explain  them. 

9.  We  may  more  eafily  conceive  the  changes  which  will 
be  wrought  in  the  lower  heaven,  in  the  region  of  the  air. 
It  will  be  no  more  torn  by  hurricanes,  or  agitated  by  fu- 
rious ftorms  or  deftru6Hve  tempefts.  Pernicious  or  terrify- 
ing meteors  will  have  no  more  place  therein.  We  fhall 
have  no  more  occafion  to  lay, 

*'   There  like  a  trumpet,   loud  and  firong. 
Thy  thunder  fhakes   our  coafls: 
While  the  red  lightnings  wave  along, 
The  banners  of  thy  hod!'* 

No:  all  will  be  then  light,  fair,  ferene:  a  lively  pifture  of 
the  eternal  day. 

10.  All  the  elements  (taking  that  word  in  the  common 
fenfe,  for  the  principles  of  which  all  natural  beings  are  com- 
pounded) will  be  new  indeed  ;  entirely  changed  as  to  their 
qualities,  although  not  as  to  their  nature.  Fire  is  at  prefent 
the  general  deftroycr  of  all  things  under  the  fun;  diflblv- 
ing  all  things  that  come  within  the  fphere  of  its  aftion,  and 
reducing  them  to  their  primitive  atoms.  But  no  Cooner 
will  it  have  performed  its  la  ft  great  office  of  deftroying  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  (Whether  you  mean  thereby  one 
f;/fiem  only,  or  the  whole  fabric  of  the  univerfe;  the  dif- 
ference  between  one  and  millions  of  worlds  being  nothing 
before  the  great  Creator) — When  I  fay  it  has  done  this, 
the  deftruftions  wrought  by  fire,  will  come  to  a  perpetual 
end.  It  will  deftroy  no  more,  it  will  confume  no  more; 
it  will  forget  its  power  to  burn,  which  it  pofiefles  only  du- 
ring  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  be  as  harmlefs  in  the 
new  heavens  and  eaith,  as  it  is  now  in  the  bodies   of  men 

and 
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and  other  animals,  and  in  the  fubftance  of  trees  and  flow- 
ers :  in  all  which  (as  late  experiments  (how)  large  quantities 
of  ethereal  fire  are  lodged  :  if  it  be  not  rather  an  eflential, 
component  part  of  every  material  being  under  the  fun. 
But  it  will  probably  retain  its  vivifying  power,  though  dw 
vefted  of  its  power  to  deftroy. 

11.  It  has  been  already  obferved,  that  the  calm,  placid 
air^  will  be  no  more  difturbed  by  ftorms  and  tempefts.  There 
will  be  no  more  meteors,  with  their  horrid  glare,  aiFright- 
ing  the  poor  children  of  men.  May  we  not  add  (though  at 
firft  it  may  found  like  a  paradox)  that  there  will  be  no  more 
rain.  It  is  obfervable,  that  there  was  none  in  Paradife :  a 
circumftancc  which  Mojzs  particularly  meniions,  (Gen.  ii. 
ver.  5,  6.)  The  herd  GOD  had  not  couftd  it  to  rain  upon 
the  earth.  Bui  there  went  up  a  mijl  frovi  thi  earth,  which 
then  covered  up  the  abyfs  of  waters,  and  watered  the  whole 
face  of  the  ground,  with  moiflure  fufficient  for  all  the  pur- 
pofes  of  vegetation.  We  have  all  reafon  to  believe,  that 
the  cafe  will  be  the  fame  when  Paradife  is  reftored.  Con- 
fequently  there  will  be  no  more  clouds  or  fogs ;  but  one 
bright,  refulgent  day.  Much  lefs  will  there  be  any  poifon- 
ous  damps  or  peftilential  blafts.  There  will  be  nojirocco 
in  Italy,  no  parching  or  fuffocating  winds  in  Arabia:  no 
keen  north-eaft  winds  in  our  own  countrv, 

*'  Shattering  the  graceful  locks  of  yon  fair  trees;" 

but  only  pleafing,  healthful  breezes, 

*'  Fanning  the  earth  with  odoriferous  wings." 

12.  But  what  change  will  the  element  of  water  undergo, 
when  all  things  are  made  new  ?  It  will  be  in  every  part  of 
the  world  clear  and  limpid,  pure  from  all  unpleafing  or  un- 
healthful  mixtures,  rifing  here  and  there  in  cryllal  fountains, 
to  refrefli  and  adorn  the  earth,  *'  with  liquid  lapfe  of  mur- 
muring ftream."  For  undoubtedly  as  there  were  in  Para- 
dife,  there  will  be  various  rivers  gentJy  gliding  along,  for 

the 
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the  ufe  anrl  pleafure  of  both  man  and  heart.  But  the  in- 
fpired  writer  has  exprefsly  declared,  there  will  be  no  inore 
ftay  (Rev.  xxi.  1.)  We  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  world,  w'len  GOD  faid,  Let  the  waters 
under  the  heaven  be  gathered  together  unto  one  place,  and  let 
the  dry  land  appear,  (G^n.  i.  ver.  9.)  the  dry  land  fpread 
over  the  face  of  the  water,  and  covered  it  on  every  fide. 
And  fo  it  feems  to  have  done,  till,  in  order  to  the  general 
deluge,  which  he  had  determined  to  bring  upon  the  earth 
at  once,  the  windows  of  heaven  were  opened,  and  the  foun- 
tains of  the  great  deep  broken  up.  But  the  fea  will  then  re- 
tire within  its  primitive  bounds,  and  appear  on  the  furface 
of  the  earth  no  more.  Neither  indeed  will  there  be  any 
more  need  of  the  fea.  For  either  as  the  ancient  poet  fup- 
pofes, 

Qmnis  feret  o?nma  tellus  : 

Every  part  of  the  earth  will  naturally  produce  whatever  its 
inhabitants  want :  or  all  mankind  will  procure  what  the 
whole  earth  affords,  by  a  much  eafier  and  readier  convey- 
ance. For  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  our  Lord  in- 
forms us,  will  then  be  Itroivy^iXoi  equal  to  angels  :  on  a  level 
with  them  in  fwiftnefs  as  well  as  Itrength  :  fo  that  they  can, 
quick  as  thought,  tranfport  themfelves,  or  whatever  thej 
want,   from  one  fide  of  the  globe  to  the  other. 

13.  But  it  feems,  a  greater  change  will  be  wrought  in 
the  earth,  than  even  in  the  air  and  water.  Not  that  I  can 
believe  that  wonderful  difcovery  of  Jacob  Eehmen^  which 
many  fo  eagerly  contend  for,  that  the  earth  itfelf  with  all 
its  furniture  and  inhabitants,  will  then  be  tranfparent  as 
glafs.  There  does  not  feem  to  be  the  leaft  foundation  for 
this,  either  in  fcripture  or  reafon.  Surely  not  in  fcripture  : 
I  know  not  one  text  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  which 
aSrms  any  fuch  thing.  Certainly  it  cannot  be  inferred 
from  that  text  in  the  Revelation,  chapter  the  fourth,  verfe 
the  fixth,  And  before  the  throne  there  was  a  fea  of  glafs,  like- 
nki^  cryflal.  And  yet,  if  I  miftake  not,  this  is  the  chief, 
if  not  the  only  fcripture  which  has  been  urged  in  favour  of 

this 
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this  opinion  !  Neither  can  I  conceive  that  it  has  any  foun* 
dation  in  reafon.  It  has  indeed  been  warmly  alledgcd,  that 
51II  things  would  be  far  more  beautiful,  if  they  were  quite 
tranfparent.  But  I  cannot  apprehend  this  :  yea,  I  appre* 
hend  quite  the  contrary.  Suppofe  every  part  of  a  human 
body  were  made  tranfparent  as  cryflal,  would  it  appear 
more  beautiful  than  it  does  now  ?  Nay,  rather  it  would 
Ihock  us  above  meafure.  The  furface  of  the  body,  and  in 
particular,  "  the  human  face  divine,"  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  moft  beautiful  objefts  that  can  be  found  under  hea* 
ven.  But  could  you  look  through  the  rofy  cheek,  the 
fmooth,  fair  forehead,  or  the  rlfing  bofom,  and  diftinftly 
fee  all  that  Hes  within,  you  would  turn  away  from  it  with 
loathing  and  horror. 

14.  Let  us  then,  in  the  next  place,  take  a  view  of  thofe 
changes  which  we  may  reafonably  fuppofe  will  take  place 
in  the  earth.  It  will  no  more  be  bound  up  with  intenfe 
cold,  nor  parched  up  with  extreme  heat  ;  but  will  have  fuch 
a  temperature  as  will  be  moft  conducive  to  its  fruitfulnefs. 
If  in  order  to  punilh  its  inhabitants,   GOD  did  of  old 

"  Bid  his  angels  turn  afkaunt 
This  oblique  globe," 

thereby  occafioning  violent  cold  on  one  part,  and  violent 
heat  on  the  other  ;  he  will  undoubtedly  then  order  them 
to  reftore  it  to  its  original  pofition  :  fo  that  there  will  be 
a  final  end,  on  the  one  hand,  of  the  burning  heat,  which 
makes  fome  parts  of  it  fcarce  habitable ;  and,  on  the 
other,  of 

**  The  rage  of  Arflos  and  eternal  froft." 

15.  And  it  will  then  contain  no  jarring  or  deftruQive 
principles  within  its  own  bofom.  It  will  no  more  have 
any  of  thofe  violent  convulfions  in  its  own  bowels.  It  will 
no  more  be  fliaken  or  torn  afunder,  by  the  impetuous  force 
of  earthquakes:  and  will  therefore  need  neither  Vefuvius 

nor 
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nor  Mind,  nor  any  burning  mountc^ins  to  prevent  them. 
There  will  be  no  more  horrid  rocks,  or  frightful  precipices; 
no  wild  defarts  or  barren  fands ;  ?".o  impaffable  moraffes, 
or  unfruitful  bogs,  to  fwallow  up  the  unwary  traveller. 
1  here  will  doubtlefs  be  inequalities  on  the  furface  of  the 
©arth,  which  are  not  blemifhes,  but  beauties.  And  though 
i  will  not  affirm,  That 

"  Earth  hath  this  variety  from  heaven, 
Of  pleafure  fituate  in  hill  and  dale ;" 

yet  I  cannot  think  gently-rifing  hills  will  be  any  defeft  ; 
but  an  ornament  of  the  new-made  earth.  And  doubtlefs 
we  (hall  then  likewife  have  occafion  to  fay, 

"  Lo,  there  his  wondrous  (kill  arrays 
The  fields  in  cheerful  green  ! 
A  thoufand  herbs  his  hand  difplays, 
A  thoufand  flowers  between  T' 

16.  And  what  will  the  general  produce  of  the  earth  be  ? 
Not  thorns,  briars  or  thirties.  Not  any  ufelefs  or  foetid 
weed  ;  not  any  poifonous,  hurtful  or  unpleafant  plant ;  but 
every  one  that  can  be  conducive  in  any  wife  either  to  our 
life  or  pleafure.  How  far  beyond  all  that  the  moft  lively 
imagination  is  now  able  to  conceive  !  We  (hall  no  more 
regret  the  lofs  of  the  terreftial  paradife,  or  (jgh  at  that  well- 
devifed  defcription  of  our  great  poet, 

"  Then  (hall  this  mount 
Of  paradife  by  might  of  waves  be  mov'd 
Out  of  his  place,   pufn'd  by  the  horned  flood. 
With  all  its  verdue  fpoil'd  and  trees  adrift, 
Down  the  great  river  to  the  opening  gulph, 
And  there  take  root,  an  ifland  fait  and  bare  !*' 

Tor  all  the  earth  fhall  then  be  a  more  beautiful  paradife 
than  Adam  ever  faw. 

17.  Su(;h 
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17.  Such  will  be  the  ftate  of  the  new  earth,   whh  regard 
to  the  meaner,   the  inanimate  parts  of  it.      But  great  as  this 
change  will  be,   it  is  httle,   it  is  nothing,   in  comparifon   of 
that  which  will  then  take  place  throughout  all  animated  na- 
ture.     In  the  living  part  of  the  creation  were  feen  the  moit 
deplorable  effefts  oi  Adam's  apoilafy.      The  whole  animated 
creation,    whatever  has  life,   from  Leviathan  to  the  fniallefl: 
mite,   was  thereby  viade  Jubjtcl  to  fuch  vanity,  as  the  inani- 
mate  creatures  could  not  be.    They  were  fubjeft  to  that  fell 
raonfter,   death,   the   conqueror  of  all   that  breathe.      They 
were  made  Tubjefi  to  its  fore-runner,   pain,   in  its  i^nn  thou- 
fand  forms :   although  **  GOD  made  not  death,  neither  hath 
he  pleafure  in  the  death  of  any  living."      How  many  mil- 
Hons  of  creatures  in  the  fea,  in  the  air,   and  on  every  part 
of  the  earth,   can    now   no    otherwife   preferve  their  own 
lives,   tlwn  by  taking  away  the  lives  of  others  ;   by   tearing 
in  pieces   and  devouring  their  poor,   innocent,   unrefifting 
fellow-creatures!    Miferable  lot  of  fuch  innumerable  multi- 
tudes, who,  infignificant  as  they  feem,   are  the  offspring  of 
9ne  common  Father,  the  creatures  of  the  fame  God  of  love  ! 
It  is  probable,   not  only  two-thirds  of  the  animal  creation, 
bat  ninety-nine  parts  out  of  a  hundred,    are  under  a  necef- 
fity  of  deftroying   others^   in   order  to  preferve  their  own 
life  !    But  it  (hall  not  always  be  fo.      He  that  fitteth   upon 
the  throne,  will  foon  change  the  face  of  all  things,   and  give 
a  demonllrative  proof  to  all  creatures,  that  his  mercy  is  over 
all  his  works.      The  horrid  flate  of  things,  which  at  prefent 
obtains,   will   foon   be  at   an  end.      On  the  new  earth,   no 
creature  will  kill  or  hurt  or  give  pain  to  any  other.      The 
fcorpion  will  have  no  poifonous  fting,  the  adder  no  venon)** 
ous  teeth.      The  lion  will  have  no  claws  to  tear  the  lamb  ; 
no  teeth  to  grind  his  fleih  and  bones.      Nay^   no  creature, 
no   beaft,    bird   or   fi(h,   will    have   any   inclination   to   hurt 
any  other.      For  cruelty   will   be   far  away,   and  favageneis 
and  fiercenefs  be  forgotten.      So  that  violence  fhall  be  heard 
no  more,    neither  wafling  or  deftruftion  feen  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.      The  wolf  Jhall  dwell  with  the  lamb  ;,   (the  words 
may  be   literally,  as  well  as  figuratively  underftpud)  and  the 

Vol.  H.  4   F  leopard 
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leopard  Jlzall  lie  down  with  the  kid.  Theyjhall  not  hurt  df 
defiroy,  from  the  rifing  up  of  the  fun.  to  the  going  down 
of  the  fame.  .  . 

18.  But  the  moft  glorious  of  all  will  be,  the  change 
which-  then  will  take  place  on  the  poor,  finful,  miferable 
children  of  men.  Thefe  had  fallen  in  many  refpefts  as 
from  a  greater  height,  fo  into  a  lower  depth  than  any  other 
part  of  the  creation.  But  they  (hall  hear  a  great  voice  out 
'oj  heaven^  faying.  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  GOD  is  with 
men.  And  he-  will  dwell  with  them  :  and  they  Jliall  be  his 
people:  and  GOD  himflf  Jhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their 
GOD,  Rev.  xxi.  ver.  3,  4.  Hence  will  arife  an  unmixt 
ilate  of  holinefs,  and  happinefs,  far  fuperior  to  that  which 
Adam  enjoyed  in  Paradife.  In  how  beautiful  and  afFefting 
a  manner  is  this  defcribed  by  the  apoflle  !  GOD  Jliall  wipe 
away  all  tears  from  their  eyes  :  and  there  fhall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  for  row  nor  crying.  Neither  fhall  there  be  any 
more  pain  :  for  the  former  things  are  poffed  away.  As 
there  will  be  no  more  death,  and  no  more  pain  or  ficknefs 
^preparatory  thereto  :  as  there  will  be  no  more  grieving  for, 
or  parting  with  friends,  fo  there  will  be  no  more  forrow  or 
crying.  Nay,  but  there  will  be  a  greater  deliverance  than 
all  this;  for  there  will  be  no  more  fin  in  the  new  earth. 
And  to  crown  all,  there  will  be  a  deep,  an  intimate,  an 
uninterrupted  union  with  GOD:  a  conftant  communion 
t^ith  the  Father  and  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  through  the 
Spirit:  a  continual  enjoyment  of  the  Three-One  GOD,. 
and  of  ail  the  creatures  in  him ! 
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An   extract 

0/the  Rev^.  Mr.  JOHN  WESLEY's  Journal, 

From  Auguft  12th,  1738,  to  November  ift,  1739^ 

[Co7itinued  from  page  547.] 

•5.  IVTOT  to  eftablifh  the  power  of  working  miracles  as 
X^     the  great  criterion  of  a  divine  miffion;  when  fcrip* 
ture  teaches  us,   that  the  agreement  of  doftrines  with  truth 
as    taught  in  thofe  fcriptures,  is  the  only  infallible  rule. 

6.  Not  to  drive  any  away  from  our  church,  by  opprobri- 
oufly  calling  them  diffenters,  or  treating  them  as  fuch,  fo 
long  as  they  keep  to  her  communion. 

7.  Not  lightly  to  take  u^Wxih  Jilly  7?^n>j-,  that  may  be 
propagated  tp  the  difcredit  of  perfons  of  a,  general^^^^// ci4<7- 
xaBer^:  ' 

I  do  not  lay  down  (fays  he)  thefe  negative  rules ^io 
much  for  the  fake  of  any  perfcn  whom  th^  unobfervance  of 
them  would  immeciiately  injure,  as  oi  our  church  and  b^r 
profeffed  defenders.  For  churchmen,  how^ever  xvell-meaning^ 
would  lay  themfelves  open  to.  cenfure,  and  might  do  her 
irretrievable  damag^..  by  a  behaviour  contrary  to  them." 
^'  Friday  Augujl  3.  I  met  with  oqe  who  did  run  well,  b^t 
(atari  had  hindered  her.  I  was  furprized  at  her  ingenuous  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  -fear  of  man.  0  how  hardly  fhall 
even  they  who  have  rick  acq^iaa.intance  enter  into,  the  kingdom 
of  heaven. 

Sunday  5.  Si^  perfons,  at  the.  New-Room^  were' deeply 
convinced  of  fin  :  Three  of  whom  were  a  little  comforted 
by  prayer  ;    but  not  yet  convinced  of  righteoufnefs. 

Having  frequently  been  invited  to  JVells^  particularly  by 

Mr. ,   who  begged  me  to  make  his  houfe  my  home,    on 

'Thurfday  the  gih  I  went  thither,  and  wrote  him  word  the 
night  before ;  upon  which  he  prefently  went  to  one  of  his  friends, 
2i,nd  defired  a  meffenger  might  be  fent  tp  meet  me  and  beg  me 

'*  To, 
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*'  To  turn  back,  otherwife(faidhe)vve  {hall  all  lofe  our  trade.'* 
But  this  confideration  did  not  weigh  with  him,  fo  that  he 
invited  me  to  his  own  houfe  •  And  at  eleven  I  preached  m 
his  ground,  on  Chrifl:  our  wifdom,  righteoufnefsy  fanaificati" 
on^. and  redemption,,  to  about  2000  perfons.  Some  oi  them 
mocked  at  firll,  whom  I  reproved  before  all  ;  and  thofe  of 
them  who  flayed  were  more  ferious.  Several  fpoke  to  me 
after,  who  were  for  the  prefent  much  affefted.  O  let  it  not 
pafs  away  as  the  morning  dew  ! 

Friday  10.  I  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  converfmg  with  a 
Quaker,  and  afterw^ards  w^ith  an  Anabaptifl,  who,  I  truft^ 
have^had  a  large  meafure  of  the  love  ot  GOD  fhed  abroad 
in. their  hearts.  O  may  thofe,  in  every  perfuafion,  w^ho  are 
of  this  fpirit  increafe  a  thoufand  fold,  how  many  foever  ihey 
be! 

Saturday  1 1.  In  the  evening  two  were  feized  with  flrong 
pc^ags;  ^s  wer^- four  the  next  evening,  and  the  fame  number 
zi,GlouceJler-Lanc  v)n  Monday ^ouq  ot  whom  was  greatly  com- 
forted. 

Tiufday  14,  I  preached  at  Bradford  to  about  300©  oh 
Ont, thing  is  needful,  Returnmg  through  Bath,  I  preached 
to  a  fmall  congregation  fuddenly  gathered  together  at  a  lit- 
tle; dillance  from  the  town  (not  being  permitted  to  be  in 
i?—M—'s  ground  any  more)  on  The  juji  Jliall  live-hy  faiths 
Three  at  the  New-Room  this  evening  were  cut  to  the  heart. 
But  their  wound  w^as  not  yet  healed. 

Wednefday  15.  I  endeavoured  to  guard  thofe  who  Were 
in  their  firfl  love,  from  falling  into  inordinate  affeftion,  by 
explaining  thofe  ftrange  words  at  BaptiJ}- Mills,  Hencefcrih 
knozi)  zoe  vo  man  after  tkefufli,  §    '^    • 

Friday  17.  Many  of  our  fociety  met,  as  we  had  appointed, 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  agreed  "  That  all  the  members 
of  our  fociety  fiiould  obey  the  church  to  which  we  belong,  by 
obferving  y^//  Fridays  in  the  year^  as  days  offofing  or  ah- 
ftinence,''  We  likewife  agreed.  That  as  many  as  had  op- 
portunity fliould  then  meet,  to  fpend  an  hour  together  in 
prayer. 

Monday 
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Monday  20.  I  preached  on  thofe  words  (to  a  much  larger 
congregation  than  ufua!)  Oughtejl  not  tkcu  to  havt  had  com- 
pajjion  on  thy  fellow  fervant,  as  I  had  pity  on  thee  ? 

iVedn'^fday  22,  1  was  with  many  that  were  in  heavinefs: 
Two  of  whom  were  foon  filled  with  peace  and  joy.  In  the 
afternoon  I  endeavoured  to  guard  the  weak  againfl  what 
too  often  occafions  heavinefs,  levity  of  temper  or  behaviour, 
from,  /  faid  of  laughter^  it  is  mad ;  and  of  mirth^  What 
doth  it?  "'''''': 

Monday  27.  Eor  two  hours  I  took  up  my  crofs,  in  argu- 
ing with  a  zealous  man,  and  labouring  to  convince  him, 
"  That  I  was  not  an  enemy  to  the  church  of  England.''  He 
allowed,  "  I  taught  no  other  doftrines  than  thofe  of  the 
church  ;*'  but  could  not  forgive  my  teaching  them  out  of 
the  church-walls.  He  allowed  too  (which  none  indeed  can 
deny,  who  has  either  any  regard  to  truth  or  fenfe  of  fliame) 
That  "  by  this  teaching  many  fouls  who  till  that  time  were 
*'  perifliing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  have  been,  and  are 
**  brought  from  darknefs  to  light  and  from  the  power  of 
*•  fatan  unto  GOD,*'  But  he  added,  "  No  one  can  tell, 
**  what  may  be  hereafter :  and  therefore  I  fay,  thefe  things 
**  ought  not  to  be   fufFered.*' 

Indeed  the  report  now  current  in  Briflol  was,  "  That  I 
**  was  a  Papifl^  if  not  a  Jefuit.'''  Some  added,  "  That  I 
**  was  born  and  bred  at  Rome  /'  which  many  cordially  be- 
lieved, O  ye  fools,  when  will  ye  underftand,  That  the 
^Ttdichxng  ju/iification  try  faith  alone^  the  allowing  no  meri- 
torious caufe  of  juftification,  but  the  death  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  no  conditional  or  inftrumental  caufe, 
but  faith,  is  overturning  Popery  from  the  foundation  ? 
When  will  ye  underftand,  that  the  moft  deftrufiive  of  all 
thofe  errors,  which  Rome,  the  mother  of  abominations  hath 
brought  forth  (compared  to  which  tranfubftantiation  and  a 
hundred  more,  are  trifles  light  as  air)  is.  That  we  are  jxif- 
iified  by  works,  (or  to  exprefs  the  fame  thing  a  little  moie 
decently)  by  faith  and  works^  Now,  do  I  preach  this? 
I  did  for  ten  years  :  I  was  (fundamentally)  a  Papift,  and  knew 
it  not.     But  I  do  now  teftify  to  all  (and  it  is  the  very  point 

for 
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for  aflerting  which  I  have  to  this  day  been  called  in  queflion) 
That  **  no  good  works  can  be  done  before  juftification,  none 
which  have  not  in  them  the  nature  of  fin." 

I  have  oiten  enquired,  who  vyt^re  the  authors  of  this  re- 
.  port;  and  have  generally  found  they  were  either  bigotted 
diffenters,  or  (I  fpeak  without  fear  or  favour)  minifters  of 
our  own  church.  I  have  alfo  frequently  confidered,  what 
poffible  ground  or  motive  th?y  could  have  thu§  to  fpeak  : 
Seeing  few  men  in  the  world  have  had  occafion  fo  clearly 
and  openly  to  declare  their  principles,  as  I  have  done^  both 
by  preaching,  printing  and  conveifation,  for  feveral  years 
laft  paft.  And  I  can  no  otherwife  think,  than  that  either 
they  fpoke  thus  (to  put  the  moft  favourable  conftruSion  up- 
on it)  from  grofs  ignorance;  they  knew  not  what  popery  was; 
they  knew  not  what  doftrines  thofe  are  which  the  Papifls 
teach  :  Or  they  wilfully  fpoke  what  they  knew  to  be  falfe, 
probably  thinking  thereby  2h9  do  GOU  fervice.  Now,  take 
this  to  yourfelves,  whofoever  ye  are,  high  or  low,  diffenters 
or  churchmen,  clergy  or  laity,  who  have  advanced  this 
fliamelefs  charge,  and  digeft  it  how  you  can,  .  .\>,^ 

But  how  have  ye  not  been  afraid,  if  ye  believe  there  is  a 
GOD,  and  that  he  knoweth  the  fecrets  of  your  hearts  (1 
fpeak  now  to  you,  preachers,  more  efpecially,  of  whatever 
denomination)  to  declare  fo  grpfs,  palpable  a  lie,  in  the 
name  of  the  GOD  of  truth?  \  cite  you  all,  before  the 
Judge  of  all  the  earth,  either  publickly  to  prove  your  charge; 
or  by  publickly  retracting  it,  to  majve  the  b^ft  aQiends  you 
can,  to  GOD,  to  me  and  to  the  world.  ■. ... 

For  the  full  fatisfaftion  of  thofe  who  have  been  abufed 
by  thefe  Ihamelefs  men,  and  almoft  brought  to  believe  a  lie, 
I  will  here  add  my  ferious  judgment  concerning  the  churcb 
of  Rome,  wrote  fome  time  fince  to  a  prieft  of  that  commUr. 
«ion:  a^\  ^Vjsy 

oIR,  \    u^iV'  V  . 

I  Return -you  thanks  both  for  the  favour  pf  your  letr 
ter,  and  for  your  recoraraendi4ig.jaj)^Jatjier'|^  p^ 

the  Sorbonne.  .    ,•>■'-:•  vH  .^,^irr-r'   -. ,-     ; -dT 
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I  have  neither  time  nor  inclination  for  controverfy  with 
any  ;   but  lead  of  all   with  the  Rovianijls.      And   that  both 
becaufe  I  can't  truft  any  of  their   quotations,    without  con- 
fulting  every  fentence  they  quote  in  the  originals  ;-  and  be- 
caufe the  originals  themfelves  can  very  hardly  be  trufted,  in 
any  of  the  points  controverted  between  them  and  us.     I  am' 
no  ftranger  to  their  (kill  in  m'^nding  thofe  authors,   who  did 
not   at  firft  fpeak  home  to  their  purpofe  ;    as  alfo  in  purg^ 
ing   them    from    thofe   paffages,    which    contradicted    their 
emendations.      And  as  they  have  not  wanted  opportunity  to 
do  this,   fo  doubtlefs    they  have    carefully  ufed  it,  wiih  re- 
gard to  a  point  that  fo  nearly   concerned  them,   as   the   fu- 
premacy  of  the  bifliop  of  Rome.      I  am  not  therefore  fur- 
prifed,   if  the  works  of  St.  Cyprian    (as  they  are  called)  do 
ilrenuoufly  maintain  it :   but  I  am,  that  they  have  not  been 
better  correded;    for  they  ftill   contain  paffages  that  abfo^ 
lutely  overthrow  it.      What   grofs    negligence   was   it,   to 
leave  his  74th  epiflle  (to  Pompaanus)  out  of  the  index  expur* 
gatorius  ?     wherein  pope  Cyprian  fo  flatly  charges  pope  Ste- 
phen^ with  pride  and  objiinacy,   and  with  being  a  defender  of 
the  caufe  of  hereticks,   and  that  againfl  Chrifians  and  the  ve* 
ry  church  of  GOD  ?     He  that  can  reconcile  this   with  his 
believing  Stephen  the  infallible  head  of  the  church,  may  re- 
concile the  gofpel  with  the  alcoran. 

Yet  I  can  by  no  means  approve  the  fcurrility  and  con- 
tempt, with  which  the  Romamfis  have  often  been  treated. 
I  dare  not  rail  at,  or  defpife  any  man  ;  much  lefs  thofe  who 
profefs  to  believe  in  the  fame  mafter.  But  1  pity  them 
miich ;  having  the  fame  affurance  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrift,  and 
that  no  Romanifi^  as  fuch,  can  expefl:  to  be  faved,  according  to 
the  terms  of  his  covenant.  For  thus  faith  our  Lord,  Who- 
foever  fhall  break  one  of  the  leafl  of  thefe  commandinents^  and 
fhall  teach  mm  fo^  he  fhall  be  called  the  leafl  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  And  if  any  man  fiall  add  unto  thefe  things^ 
GOD  fhall  add  unto  him  the  plagues  that  are  written  in  this 

book.     But  all  Romaniflsy  as  fuch,  do  both.      Ergo 

The  minor  I  prove,  not  from  Proteftant  authors,   or  even 
from  particular  writers  of  their  own  communion:  but  from 

the 
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the  public,  authentic  records  of  the  church  of  Rome.  Such 
are  the  canons  and  decrees  of  the  council  of  Trent.  And 
the  edition  I  ufe  was  printed  at  Colen^  and  approved  by 
authority. 

And  fir  ft,  all  Romanijls^  as  fuch,  do  break  and  teach 
men  to  break,  one  fand  not  the  leaft)  of  thofe  command- 
ments. The  fignification  o^  Exodus  xx.  5.  which  forbids  the 
bowing  to  images  (as  every  fmatterer  in  Hebrew  knows)  is  in- 
curvare  fe^  *  procumbere^  honoris  exhibendi  caufd  (and  is 
accordingly  rendered  by  the  feventy  in  this  very  place,  by 
a  Greek  word  of  the  very  fame  import,  ^^d?xvyg?y)  But  the 
council  of  Trent^  (and  confequently  all  Romanifis^  as  fuch, 
all  who  allow  the  authority  of  that  council)  teaches,  feflion 
a^.  para.  2.  That  it  is  t  legitimus  imaginum  ufus^-^eis  ho- 
ncrem  exhibere^  procumbendo  coram  eis. 

Secondly,  All  Romanijis^  as  fuch,  do  add  to  thofe  things 
which  are  written  in  the  book  of  life.  For  in  the  bull  of 
Pius  IV.  fubjoined  to  thofe  canons  and  decrees^  I  find  all 
the  additions  following. 

1.  Seven  facraments,  2.  Tranfubftantiation,  3.  Com- 
munion in  one  kind  only,  4.  Purgatory,  and  pra)ing  foi- 
the  dead  therein,  5.  Praying  to  faints,  6.  Veneration  of 
reliques,  7.  Worfliip  of  images,  8.  Indulgences,  9.  The 
priority,  and  univerfality  of  the  Roman  church,  10.  Thc^ 
fupremacy  of  the  biftiop  of  Rome.  All  thefe  things  there- 
fore do  the  Romanifls  add  to  thofe  which  are  written  in  the 
book  of  life. 

/  am^ 

*  To  bow  down  before  any  one,  in  token  of  honouring  him. 

J  i,  «.  Tke  proper  ufe  of  images  is,  to  honour  them,  by  bowing  down  before  them, 

(To  he  continued  in  VoL  III.) 
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AN     ACCOUNT 

Vjtlit  mojl  remar liable  Occurrences  of  the  L^fe  of 

JOSEPH     EVERETT. 

\_In  a  Letter  to  BiQiop  Afbury.] 

[Cg ntinutd  fro m  page  56 3 . ) 

I- 

I  WENT  forward  in  the  way  pointed  out  in  GOD's  word, 
until  the*  fifth  day  of  April  1778,  between  feven  and 
eight  in  the  e\rening.  Then  the  Lord  fet  my  foul  once  more 
at  liberty,  by  fpeaking  me  freely  juflified,  and  fliedding 
abroad  his  love  in  my  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Then  I 
knew  that  whoever  was  religious,  loved  every  iiian  whether 
Jew  or  Gentile,  Then  I  felt  that  the  love  which  I  firft 
received  among  the  New  Lights,  and  loft  by  departing  from 
GOD,  I  now  found  among  the  Methodifts:  aiid  couid  give 
^hem  the  right  hand  of  fellowPnip. 

I  muft  now  make  fome  remarks  on  the  very  extraordina- 
ry conduft  of  the  New  Liglits.  They  never,  in  a  religions 
fenfe,  look  any  notice  ot  me  ;  but  looked  on  me  as  a  perfon 
beneath  their  notice  :  they  would  pafs  by  me  as  though  they 
faw  me  not.  Yet  thofe  very  perfons  would  condu6l  ihem- 
felves  as  carnally,  and  were  under  the  power  of  the  flclh  and 
Hie  ddvil  as  m.uch  I  was— they  would  drink  to  excefs,  love 
tlie  world,  perfecute,  get  angry,  indulge  pride  as  much  I 
rfid,  and  yet  lay  claim  to  the  promifes  of  the  gofpel— —when 
1,  who  lived  no  worfc,  was  judged  by  them  down  to  perdi- 
tion. A  fare  token  of  a  phanfical  fpirit.  I  hope  1  fhall 
ever  adore  that  GOD  whofe  property  it  is  to  bring  order 
out  of  coniufion  ;  who  permitted  me  to  fall,  but  raifed  m- 
UD  as^ain  :  or  I  micrht  to  this  day  have  remained  under  the 
Antinomian  delufion,  fleeplng  with  the  fooliih  virgins  in  the 
high  road  to  hell  ;  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  but 
iioing  the  work  of  the  devil  ;  which  1  have  reafon  to  believe 

Vol.  IL  4  G  is 
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is  the  cafe  of  the  inajority  of  thofe  who  hold  fuch  antifcrip- 
fural  tenets :  from  the  infatuation  of  which  I  pray  GOD  io 
deliver  niy  foul. 

I  now  began  to  read,  to  know^  and  find  out  the  truth  ; 
that  as  the  Lord  had  been  p!eafed  to  blefs  me  again  with  his 
favour,  I  wifhed  to  know  the  way  to  keep  it,  (a  burnt 
child  dreads  the  fire.)  And  by  reading  the  authors  abo\^e- 
mentioned,  I  began  to  difcover  the  calviniflic  cheat — and 
efpecialiy  the  latter,  in  his  checks  to  antinomianifm;  and  the 
more  I  read,  the  plainer  I  faw  the  policy  of  the  bottomlefs 
pit;  and  from  whence  it  originated.  And  from  then  un- 
I'il  this  day,  the  more  I  fludy  its  nr^nrc  and  tendency,  the 
more  I  defpife  it  ;  and  view  it  as  a  trap  fet  by  the  devil,  by 
which  millions  are  eternally  damned.  I  now  conftantly  at- 
tended the  preaching  ot  the  gofpel  by  the  Methodifls.  I 
loved  them  and  took  fvveet  counfel  with  them,  but  flill  did 
not  join  in  fociety  with  them.  And  my  fuppofed  reafon 
for  it  was  this.  1  knew  that  they  were  a  defpifed  people, 
and  thought  rf  I  did  not  join  them  I  m.ight  be  more  ufeful, 
when  it  was  known  that  I  was  not  a  member  of  their  fociety. 
But  I  foon  found  this  to  be  very  poor  logick  ;  for  the  children 
of  the  devil  hate  the  Vuiht,  let  it  come  from  where  it  will. 
I  read  Mr,  WtjUy  on  perfeftron  ;  but  the  mift  of  Calvinifm 
was  not  altogether  wiped  from  off  my  mind.  With  the  C'al- 
vinifts  I  was  taught  that  temptations  were  fin.  I  did  not 
attend  to  the  lav/  of  GOD  to  find  out  what  fin  was.  I 
tould  not  diftrncruifh  between  fin  and  infirmities ;  and  hard- 
ly  believe  that  any  Antinomian  can.  They  fay  ali  we  <]<> 
is  fin.  We  are  told  that  the  facrifices  of  the  wicked  is  an 
abomination  to  the  Lord.  But  this  is  no  proof  that  the 
children  of  GOD  commit  fin.  I  believe  with  the  apoftle, 
that  he  that  is  born  of  GOD  finneth  not  ; — and  he  that  does 
is  of  the  devil.  I  believe  that  in  every  juHified  foul,  there 
is  the  root  of  every  iniquity.  Yet  if  he  faithfully  ufes  the 
grace  and  power  already  given  to  him,  he  thereby  keeps 
himfelf  from  tranfgrefiTing  the  law,  which  alone  is  fin  ;  and 
therefore  the  evil  one,  the  devil,  touches  him  not.  And  1 
believe  that   it  is  the  privilege  of  every  babe  in  Chrift,   to 

grow 
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grow  in  grace  ;  not  only  to  be  young  men  and  to  be  ftrong, 
but  to  become  fathers  in  Chrill :  to  receive  the  fulnefs  ot  all 
the  rich  promifes  of  the  gofpel  :  fuch  as  the  law  of  GOD 
on  their  hearts  ;  to  love  the  Lord  with  all  their  foul  ;  to  be 
dead  to  the  world  and  crucified  wiih  Chrift,  &c.  All  which  I 
believe  to  be  the  common  privileges  of  all  believers  in  this 
day.  Though  it  is  to  be  much  lamented  that  many  live 
beneath  them.  And  I  praife  the  Lord  that  I  am  as  much 
confirmed  in  the  doflrine  of  full  fanQification,  as  I  am  that 
a  man  may  know  that  his  fins  are  forgiven  on  this  fide  the 
grave. 

I  was  generally  afked,  by  the  Meihodifts,  to  come  intci 
the  clafs-room  ;  but  they  did  not  perfuade  me  to  join.  In 
reading  and  converfing  with  the  Methodilts,  I  began  \o  feel 
the  neceffity  of  joining  the  fociety  :  which  I  did  with  thiS 
view,  to  grow  in  grace  myfelf,  and  to  ftrengthen  the  hands 
of  the  preachers  in  the  work  of  GOD.  Becaufe  I  thought 
it  to  be  the  will  of  GOD  ;  which  ought  to  be  our  end  in  all 
we  do.  I  faw  the  neceffity  of  mortifying  the  corrupt  cra- 
vings of  the  flelh,  as  well  as  ufing  all  the  means  of  grace,  in 
order  to  be  perfefted  in  love;  which  conftitutes  a  Methodili. 

By  this  time  I  found  myfelf  well  pleafed  with  the  doSrine 
and  difcipline  of  the  Methodifls  ;  and  felt  fomething  in  m^ 
that  wanted  others  to  partake  of  the  love  of  GOD  that  had 
made  me  happy;  and  from  this  principle  I  began  to  fpeai; 
to  my  acquaintance  about  their  fouls,  and  fometimes  to 
preach;  and  found,  that  what  was  fpoken  did  not  altoge- 
ther  fall  to   the  ground. 

So  I  went  on,  by  little  and  little,  till  I  found  that  fome 
were  wrought  on;  and  at  laft  I  was  deeply  exercifed  from 
day  to  day  about  preaching,  and  telling  to  the  world  what 
GOD  had  done  for  my  foul ;  and  wherever  I  went  it  con- 
tinually followed  me.  Frequently  in  family  prayer,  the 
power  of  the  Lord  would  defcend  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
caafed  the  people  to  mourn  and  cry;  and  fometimes  they 
were  not  able  to  rife  from  the  floor,  for  half  a  night  or 
more.  My  exercife  about  preaching  ufed  to  be  fuch,  that 
I  have  been  frequently  awakened  from,  my  flcep,,  and  found 
myfelf  preaching.  One 
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One  thing  I  would  not  forget,  while  I  was  in  the  waj^ 
to  hell,  I  Hved  without  labour  for  the  moft  part  of  my  time, 
but  as  foon  as  I  got  religion,  or  the  love  of  GOD  in  my 
foul,  I  fet  out  to  labour  and  keep  under  the  wicked  fiefh ; 
which  is  a  fuflicient  conviction  to  me  that  a  life  of  idlenefs 
is  a  life  of  wickednefs,  I  now  earned  my  bread  by  the  la- 
bour of  my  hands:  and  believe  no  man  can  live  long  in 
the  favour  of  GOD,  without  ufmg  proper  care  to  provide 
for  himfeifand  his  houfliold. 

In  this  manner  I  lived,  and  fiudied  divinity  at  the  plow^ 
axe,  or  hoe,  inftead  of  the  college.  I  never  had  difcover- 
ed  my  exercife  to  any  perfon  all  this  time,  and  the  reafou 
was  this:  I  faw  fo  much  of  my  own  weaknefs  and  inabi- 
lity for  fuch  an  important  calling,  as  kept  my  mouth  fhut. 
Ten  thoufand  difficulties  would  fliut  up  the  way;  and  made 
it  appear  an  impOilibllity,  yet  it  conftantly  purfued  me.  At 
lalf,  I  ventured  to  difelofe  my  heart  to  my  dear  friend  E. 
W.  When  he  heard  what  1  had  faid,  he  made  little  or  no 
anfwer,   as  I  remember. 

At  that  time,  Caltb  B,  Peddicord,  that  man  of  GOD, 
was  riding  in  the  circuit,  and  was  to  preach  near  Mr. 
Whitt'$>  the  next  day,  in  Delaware  ftate ;  and  fent  for  me 
to  meet  him  there.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him,  and 
went  to  meet  him.  After  he  had  preached,  he  afked  rne 
to  give  an  exhortation,  which  I  did;  and  before  we  parted, 
he  gave  me  a  certijicate  to  exhort. 

I  continued  to  preach  and  fpeak  to  the  people,  and  found 
coafiderable  freedom;  I  was  refpefted  by  the  Methodillsj 
hut  my  name  was  defpifed  by  the  blind  world.  This  con- 
tinued until  QBober  the  firft,  in  the  year  1780,  when  after 
my  crop  was  nearly  done,  I  went  to  Dor  fet  circuit,  and, 
fiayed  four  weeks:  for  at  that  time  they  were  perfecuting 
the  preachers  that  had  not  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity,  and 
had  commiacd  Fred'orn  Garrettfcn  to  prifon.  As  I  had 
triken  the  oath,  I  went.  In  Dor  fet  I  had  feals  to  ray  mi- 
niitry.  I  returned  to  fecure  my  crop,  but  by  that  time  the 
devil,  by  his  cmifraries,  had  infufed  it  into  the  heart  of  mv 
wife,   to  prevent  .my   travelling.      She  made  a  great  noife,, 

which 
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^/^hich  gave  me  much  trouble.  I  might  as  well  undertake. 
to  reafon  with  a  ilone.  It  appears  to  me  that  Satan  exert- 
ed all  his  power  to  prevent  me  from  travelling  to  preach. 
Till  now  my  wife  had  fome  faint  defirc  to  fave  her  foul ; 
hut  this  baniflied  all  from  her  heart.  About  this  time  you 
held  a  temporary  conference  at  Mr.  White  s,  with  the  preach- 
ers on  the  peninfula;  and  hearing  that  I  was  exercifed 
about  preaching,  you  fent  for  me;  when  I  came,  you  alked 
xne  fome  queltions  on  the  fubjeft,  and  by  what  came  to 
pafs,  I  expefl:  you  approved  of  my  anfwers.  You  afked 
the  preachers  if  they  had  fellowfliip  with  me;  and  all  who 
knew  me  anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  The  matter  was  fet- 
tled on  this  condition :  brother  Peddicord  was  appointed  to 
IXarftt;  and  when  he  came  there,  was  to  enquire,  w^hether 
the  people  approved  of  me,  as  I  had  been  there  before; 
if  fo,  1  was  to  go  to  Dorftt  again.  He  went,  and  in  two 
weeks  he  fent  for  me.  1  fet  out  for  my  circuit,  and  when 
I  came,  I  began  to  preach,  and  continued  till  February. 
The  Lord  publicly  owned  and  blelled  my  labours. 

About  this  time  brother  Peddicord^  who  was  the  aiTzftant, 
let  me  know  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  you,  to  fend 
me  to  Ajinarfiejfi^x  circuit.  I  left  Dorftt^  and  came  home  to 
fee  my  wife,  who  flill  oppofed  my  travelling.  I  ftill  held 
rxjy  integrity ;  and  after  being  at  home  fome  days,  I  went 
to  a  quarter-meeting  at  Mr.  White  s^^  w^liere  a  number  of 
preachers  w^er^  collected,  whom  I  viewed  as  my  fuperiors  : 
and  among  the  reft  5.  i?.  who  had  come  from  Annamejfex 
circuit  to  Caroline  quarter-meeting,  and  was  going  back. 
V/hen  I  came  to  the  circuit,  J.  G.  Af.  was  to  come  from 
Annam-fjfcx  for  me  to  take  his  place.  He  was  gone  xo  the 
lower  end,  and  it  was  fome  days  before  he  came  up.  While 
I  waited  for  him,  we  had  feveral  meetings,  and  there  was  a 
ftir  ;  Tix  or  eight  were  awakened.  The  wicked  threatened, 
and  fome  that  were  half-hearted  Methodifts  were  not  w^ell 
pleafed.  When  the  preacher  came,  I  fet  forward  ;  and  as 
there  were  three  preachers  in  the  circuit,  it  was  fix  weeks 
before  I  got  round  ;  and  when  I  came  to  the  place  w^here  I 
firll  began  to  pi  each,  five  or  fix  of  them   had  found  peace 

with 
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with  the  Lord.  This  fired  me  with  frefh  courage,  as  tho* 
I  fhoiiid  foon  conquer  Satan.  Thus  I  went  on  till  April 
or  May.  S.  R.  and  J.  JV.  were  removed  to  other  circuits, 
and  I  was  continued  there.  The  circuit  was  enlarged  for 
four  preachers  ;  and  there  was  a  good  work  carried  on. 
Before  I  left  this  place,  fome  large  focieties  were  formed, 
and  many  found  peac^  with  the  Lord  ;  who  I  hope  will 
praife  him  to  all  eternity.  I  had  fweet  fellowfhip  with  thefe 
people.  Here  the  Lord  owned  me,  and  bleifed  my  labours 
in  an  abundant  manner. 

:T  continued  in  this  place  till  November,  when  I  came  up 
to  Barret's  chdLpG\  to  a  quarterly  meeting;  then  you  ap- 
pointed me  to  travel  in  JFc/i  Jcrfty  with  J,  0.  C.  whom  I 
loved  and  looked  upon  as  a  good  man.  We  laboured  there 
till  the  May-conference  ;  and  my  labours  were  owned,  and 
many  feals  fet  to  my  miniftry.  From  thence,  I  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Eajl  Jerfey,  with  that  man  of  GOY>  Joh>i 
Tunndl,  whom  I  loved  as  an  other  felf.  We  laboured  in 
fweet  fe!low(hip  until  November  ;  the  Lord  alfo  owned  his 
w^ord,  through  my  weak  inlhumentality.  In  the  Wejl  Jer-^ 
feyy  I  was  oppofed  by  the  Baptifts,  and  befet  by  Lutherans. 
They  would  have  put  a  period  to  my  life,  but  my  Mailer  had 
more  work  for  me  to  do. 

I  was  then  appointed  to  Philadelphia,  with  John  Tunnell 
and  Nelfon  Reed.  Here  we  continued  till  May  conference, 
not  without  fuccefs.  In  this  circuit  the  Lord  owned  our 
labours.  That  part  of  the  circuit  that  profited  leall  by  our 
ininiftry,  was  the  city  ;  and  I  believe  for  the  following  rea- 
fon. — They  refemble  too  much  the  Corinthians  ;  one  faying 
I  am  of  Paul,  another  I  am  of  Apollos,  and  another  I  am 
oi  Cephas.  Where  this  is  the  cafe,  there  are  very  few  to 
follow  Chrift.  They  are  like  weather-cocks,  which  can  ne- 
ver be  kept  at  one  point.  After  May-conference  I  was 
appointed  to  travel  in  Baltimore,  with  /.  C  and  JVf.  £. 
where  the  Lord  ftill  bled  his  word,  and  made  me  an  inftru- 
ment  for  good,  to  his  glory,  to  many.  Many  in  this  place 
were  dear  to  my  foul.  By  this  time,  I  got  to  fee  into  the  Bible 
in  a  deeper.manncr  than  ever.  I  began  to  fee  the  gofpel  method 

of 
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of  faving  fouls;  fo  that  the  Bible  feemed  like  an  other^ 
or  rather  like  a  new  book  to  me.  By  this  time,  the  Lord 
had  heard  and  anfwered  my  prayers  in  the  converfion  of  my 
wife;   which  in  a  great  meafure  lightened  my  burden. 

She  faw  how  fhe  had  been  fighting  againft  the  Lord,   in 
treating  me  wrongfully  ;   which  wounded  her  very  fenfibly  ; 
and  this  was  fweet  revenge  to  me.      Here  I  faw  the  word  of 
the  Lord  was  fulfilled,  to  wit,  '*be  not  weary  in  well-doing, 
for  in  due  feafon  ye  fhall  reap  if  ye  faint  not.'*     That  man 
fhould  always  pray  and  not  faint.      She  had  no  m.ore  to  oh- 
jeft  to  my  travelling.      I  llkewlfe  faw  that  the  meafure  (he 
gave  to  me,  was  meafured  to  her  again.      Her  very  children 
fpoke  evil  of  her  and  hated  her  company.      From  Baltimore-^ 
you  wrote  to  me  to  go  to  Frederick-civcmi^   and  take  care  of 
it  as  the  affiftant.      I  went,   and  R.  5.  and  Z).   A.  travelled 
with  me.      I  was  appointed  at  the  next  conference  to  Fair- 
yijv-circuit ;   where  I  continued  to  labour  till  the  Chrilfmas 
conference,   when   Dr.  Coke  came   from   England,  and  the 
Methodift  church   feparated  from  all  connexion  or  depen- 
dance  on  the  church  of  England^  or  any  other  body  or  foci- 
ety   of  people.      From  this  conference,  I  was   Rationed  in 
if-^r/^ /^jy-circu it,  where  the  Lord  fignally  owned  and  bleffed 
my  miniftry,  in  the  awakening  and  converfion  of  many  fouls. 
From  this  place   I   was   appointed  to  the    Norward  Necks, 
where  Z.  J?,  was  to  travel  with  me.      Here  L  continued  to 
travel  for  a  year  ;   in  a  place  where  the  Methodifts  had  never 
preached;   and  where  I  had  the  honour  to  preach  free  grace 
to  the  people.      I  was  kindly  received  by  them,   as  a  ftran- 
ger,  and  had  invitations  to  preach  :   when  I  came  the  place 
was   overfpread   with  Calviniftic    fluff;   fuch  as    uneonditi^ 
onal   reprobation   and    eleftion  ;   final  perfeverance  ;    adult 
baptifm,  &c.      I  fet    in   to   deliver  my  meffage,    in  the  pre- 
fence  of  Mr.  Lunsford  the   Baptift  parfon  ;.  who   Lbeiieve 
was  not  well  pleafed    at  my  coming.      From  thence  J  wear, 
down  to  Lancajier  court-houfe,    and  preached  the  next  fob- 
bath  to  a  numerous  congregation  in  the  Prcfoyterian  meet> 
ing-houfe.      The  Lord  enabled  me  to  fpeak  firong  words  to 
thefe  people,  and  I  believe  that  this  diiy  the  Lord  began  a 

work 
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Avork  in  this  place  that  will  ih  glory  end,  I  got  fundry  pla- 
ces to  preach  in,  and  fo  proceeded  on  till  I  formed  a  four 
weeks'  circuit ;  and  continued  to  preach  from  place  to  place ; 
till  convitlion  for  fin  began  to  follow  the  word,  which 
brought  on  godly  forrow  and  repentance  nex'er  to  be  re- 
pented of.  Then  I  taught  them  the  nature  and  neceflity  of 
gofpel  difcipline,  in  order  to  render  the  preaching,  the  pow- 
er of  GOD  to  falvation* 

'•  I  joined  them  in  elafs  as  they  felt  their  wants,  and  before 
I  left  that  place,  which  was  in  April  fo!k)wing,  I  joined 
between  two  and  three  hundred  in  fociety^  and  about  one 
hundred  arid  twenty  of  thefe  found,  that  GOJD  is  able  to 
forgive  fin  for  Chrift's  fake.  This  was  a  people  which  I 
loved  as  a  father  loveth  his  children.  Here  I  was  impor- 
tuned to  fet  up  my  tabernacle;  and  if  filthy  lucre  could  have 
effefted  it,  I  fhould  have  yielded  to  their  entreaties;  but 
ttiy  anfwer  to  them  was,  I  loved  them  too  well,  and  that  if 
I  granted  their  requeft  we  ftoiild  be  a  curfe  td  each  other. 
And  I  am  confident  that  the  preacher  who  leaves  the  Metho- 
dift  connexion,  and  fets  up  among  a  people  elfewhere,  as 
a  feparate  body  ;  that  moment  he  departs  from  the  Lord  ; 
sand  if  continued  in,  inevitable  riiin  wrll  be  the  confequence. 
I  now  took  my  journey  for  conference,  in  conipiany  with 
N^  Reed,  aftd  eatneto  Baiimore,'  afid  from  thence  to 
'Alnngdon,  where  I  was  ordained '^deacon  on  the  tenth  day 
M  May  1786  ;  and  was  appointed  to  travel  in  i)^r/r2f-circuit 
with  S.  D.  Here  the  power  of  religion  was  on  the  decline, 
but  the  Lx)rd  foon  kindled  it  into  a  flame.  And  I  believe 
it  was  caufeci  byVulling  the  focieties  and  keeping  up  pro-per 
difcipline  in  the  cliurch  of  GOD.  I  view  it  ;)s  a  capital 
fault  in  a  Met  hod  rft  preacher  not  to  be  a  difcipiinarian.  And 
if  ever  our  church  lofes  the  life  of  religion,  it  will  be  for 
want  of  difcipline.  From  conference  1787,  I  v/as  appointed 
to  Annamejftx  with  M.  G.  where  I  ftayed  until  conference 
I788.  In  this  place  the  Lord  brotight  in  fome  ftubboru 
finners,  and  here!  culled  the  focieties ;  afid  hope  I  made  way 
for  mv  fuccenors  to  be  uR  ful. 
mi?'Z'  ■%  i^went 
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I  went  down  to  Cape  Charles  through  NQrihampton,  a 
jplace  poifoiied  by  filthy  Antinomian  principles,  and  urged 
the  neceiTuy  of  letting  the  oppreffed  go  iree  ;  for  which  I 
Was  almoft  obliged  to  run  the  gauntlet.  I  believe  when  the 
Lord  firfl  fent  the  Methodifls  into  America  to  preach 
the  gofpel,  many  got  converted  who  held  flaves  ;  and  all 
that  continued  faithful,  after  foine  time,  the  Lord  convin- 
ced them  it  was  wrong  to  keep  them;  and  all  who  rejefled 
conviftion  loft  their  right  to  the  favour  of  GOD.  But  at 
this  time  I  fear,  all  who  hold  their  flaves  may  go  to  hear 
the  gofpel  preached  all  their  days,  but  if  they  do  not  give 
up  their  opprefiive  manner  of  living,  the  word  of  GOD 
will  be  a  favour  of  death  unto  their  fouls,  and  that  ihey  will 
die  in  their  fins  aild  in  their  blood;  and  will  be  damned  for 
their  wickednefs. 

On  leaving  Annamejfex  to  go  to  the  conferehce  ixi  Baltimore^ 
I  received  a  letter  from  you,  to  meet  you  at  'Philadelphia,  on 
the  twentieth  day  ot  September,  inflead  o{  Baltimore  ;  which 
I  did,  and  was  ordained  an  elder  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of 
September,  1788.  And  from  thence  was  appoimed  to  tra-« 
vel  in  CarolinC'CSxomX.  with  M.  G.  and  B.  R.  where  I  now 
am,  and  humbly  hope  the  Lord  will  continue  to  go  with  me, 
and  by  his  grace  preferve  my  foul  from  every  evil. 

I  am  in  the  fifty  fixth  year  of  my  age,  and  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Methodift  church  ten  years ;  and  have  tra- 
velled as  a  preacher  going  on  nine  years  fince  the  firft  day 
of  Oclober  :  and  I  can  appeal  to  him  who  knows  my  heart, 
that  I  have  no  more  defire  to  quit  travelling  than  I  had  the 
firft  day  I  began.  Neither  any  more  intention  to  leave  the 
principles  and  difcipline  of  the  Methodift  church,  than  I  have 
to  quit  the  exercife  of  my  reafon.  But  can  fay  with  the 
poet, 

What  a  mercy  is  this, 
What  a  heaven  of  blifs, 

How  unfpeakably  happy  am  I! 

Vol.  IL  4H  How 
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Gathered  into  the  fold, 
-With  thy  people  eurol'd, 
-  I    With   thy  people  to  live  and  to  die; 

-i^  O!   the  goodnefs  of  GOD 
jH  tli  In  employing  a  clod, 

"        His  tribute  of  glory  to  raife; 
His  ftaudard  to  bear, 
And  with   triumph  declare 

His  unfpeakable  riches  of  grace* 

0  !   tlie  fathomlefs  love, 

That  has  deign'd  to  approve  ,*4tw\;     , 

And  to  profper  the  work  of  my  hands: 
With  my  paftoral  crOok 

1  paft  over  the  brook; 

And  behold  I  am  fpread  into  bands ! 

In  a  rapture  of  joy 
My  life  I  employ, 

The  GOD  of  my  life  to  proclaim: 
'Tis  worth  living  tor  this, 
To  adminifter  blifs, 

And  falvation  in  Jefus's  name.     ^d^>^^oinioj  >; 

TSfiimonsfc 

My  remnant  of  days  ^*''^^  X^*' 

ril  fpend  in  his  praife,  ^'^^^^  ^'  W'^ 

Who  dy'd  the  whole  w^orld  to  re3«em  f''"'' 
Be  they  many  or  few, 
My  days  arc  his  due; 

And  they  all  are  devoted  to  him.     ^  iuodn 


Thu's  I  have   gone  through  nearly  all  the  moft  rciliarkabl^ 
paffages  of  my  travels  to  the  prefent  time.  ^  '  ^v^  -g^iV' 

I  have  been  call  on  the  tempeftuous  ocean  of  this 'world, 
and  who  or  what  but  him  who  never  flumbers  nor  fleeps 
has  preferved  me  until  now.  Vaft  numbers  of  my  ac- 
qnaintance  and  friends  are  gone  into  eternity,  and  I  am  ilill 

fpared. 
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fpared.  And  what  reafon  can  be  given  for  it  ?  Was  it  decreed 
from  eternity  to  be  fo,  let  me  ad  right  or  wrong  ?  I  expeft 
not.  But  becaufe  the  Lord  was  not  wiUing  that  I  fhould 
die  in  my  fins — but  waited  with  me  till  1  was  enabled,  by  his 
grace,  to  bring  forth  in  fome  meafure  fruit  to  his  glory, 
I  wi(h  to  be  more  conformable  to  his  will  in  all  things.  I 
hope  my  laft  days  may  be  my  beft  days ;  and  when  I  have 
done  his  work  below,  I  may  lofe  myfclf  in  jtjie  ocean  of 
^ivine  love  and  praife  him  to  all  eternity*     -A 


JOSEPH  EVERETT, 


Mi^ford,   December  13,  1788. 


A  letter  from  the  Rev,  Dr.  Mag  aw  io  biJJiop  Asbury, 

Philadelphia,  July  i/go* 
Rev,  &  dear  Friend! 

WHERE  one  is  aflured  of  the  kindnefe  and  fincerity 
of  another,  a  communication,  in  \(v^hatever  way, 
is  comfortable.  Had  I  to  impart,  what  would  be  worth 
denominating  joy;  \i  you  were  inclined  to  fhare  in  it,  I  ve- 
rily believe,  it  would  be  chiefly  with  the  yieW;  of  render- 
ing it  back  to  me^  flill  greater.  And  now,  when  I  am  in 
forrow,  (mark  how  generous  I  become)  I  make  over  to 
you,   a  part,  merely  to  make  my  own  the  kfs/ 

Sorrow!   yes^  beloved  brothe;" — but  it  is^, f^ch,  as  is  not 
without  hope.  f*iov^h  fcrA 

The  event  hath  taken  place,  which  I  have  long  had 
warning  to  prepare  for:  Your  fifter  in  the  Lordj-r— ?;z)i  Mr^^ 
Magaw,  is,  with  refpeft  to  time,  7ia  ?nore^^^  ^^^  ]^  83>2BTkcf 
|1  enter  not  into  particulars  here:  but  in  general,  do  ^f-^ 
fiure  you,  that  it  pleafed  the  Almighty,  both  in  her  long- 
continued  illnefs,  and  her  death,  to  adrainifler  great  gracQ 
to  berj^.and  to  me,     JHer  foul  rejoiced   indeed  in  GOD, 
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her  Saviour:  and  every  inSbver^  of  it  became,  at  laft, 
affimllated  to  the  nature  of  the  heavenly  reft  which  flic 
panted  after.  "^  ^^-^^  nomnTo>  v 

'-  I  am  left ^  and  am  encompafled  with  infirmities.  In  the 
midft  of  th^fe,  I  feel,  at  times,  dejeftion.  Again,  I  re- 
vive-— I  paufe — I  meditate — I  look  around — I  turn  my 
thoughts  inward — I  am  amazed — I  would  be  confounded  ; 
but  that  He  who  hath  laid  affliftion  upon  me,  does  not 
withdraw  his  prefefTce  in  the  time  of  it. 

It  fliould  be  a  Friend  indeed^  that  one  would  lay  his 
mind  opeh  to,  at  a  feafoa  like  this.  It  is  not  every  body 
that  can  go  along  with  the  afflifted:  his  fenfations  are  mat- 
ters that  ftrangers  intermeddle  not  with;  and  can  be  no 
proper  judges  of.  lean  lodge  my  weaknefles  with  you, 
as  well  as  my  cqpXol^tion,  that  raifes  me  now  and  then, 
above  them. 

You  will  readily  fuppofe,  that,  at  certain  moments,  my 
thoughts  revert  to  the  time,  when  you,  and  my  little  fami- 
ly became  acquainted  firft;  and  the  peaceful,  heart-felt  in- 
tercourfe  we  frequently  enjoyed  afterwards. — You  recoljeft 
with  me,  the  quiet  retreat,  in  the  foreft  of  Dover ;  the 
Jowly  manfion;'the  innocently-focial  fire-fide; — and,  in  its 
feafon,  the  cool,  inviting  breeze,  and  the  meditating  walk: 
you  recolleft  the  morning  and  evening  addrefles  to  the  De- 
?^;^y^'the- hymns  of  gratitude  which  were  fung;-^ — the  doors, 
Which  the  hofpitable  good  woman  did  not  forget  to  fct 
ioperi  for  ftrangers ; — thereby,  poftibly,  *'  entertaining  an- 
gels nhawares.^'^ — You  remember  the  converfe  ever  pleafing, 
on  redemption's  price  and  power. — Yes,  my  brother!  fuch 
recolleftion,  to  me,  is  not  a  vain  thing:  I  feel  it  doing 
me  good  now.'  'Tis  true,  it  fpreads  a  kind  of  melancholy 
through  me:  but  it  is  a  melancholy,  which  I  might  ven- 
ture to  pronounce  divine,  ^'^iJiuJiitiu* 
^^''  Ah!  how  the  fubjeft  of  my  grief  returns  upon  mejb  ^H 

I  fuppofe,  'in  my  prefent  fituation,  I  might  innocently 
borrow  relief  from  different  quarters,  provided  I  do  not 
lay  too  much  flrefs  upon  any  confiderations  which  are  mere- 
ly fubordinate.  Philofophyy  mav.  yield  one  fome  fupport. 
'^^  '  The 
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The  fayings  of  fages,  and  experienced  men,  in  different 
periods  of  the  world,  are  not  without  their  ufe.  The  no- 
tices which  reafon  or  common  fenfe  fuggefts,  are  not  def^ 
tifeute  of  force.  But,  it  i«  to  the  glorious  gofpel  W^,  that 
I  look. iov  the  arguments  that  fatisfy,  znAfill  up  all  the  mind; 
and  there  I  find  them,  *'  Bleffed  be  GOD,  even  the  Fa- 
ther  of  Our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and 
the  GOD  of  all  comfort;  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 
tribulations,  that  we  may  ;,|)e  ^ble  to  comfort  them  which 
are  in  any  trouble."  V-Vt'> 

I  value  you  fineerely,  and.  am ;  with  the  fame  affe£iion 
as  ever,  vB,rj|, 


1X63   I 


Your  brother  and  fervant  in  Chrift, 

SAMUEL  MAGAW. 


i^fjvst  i^''*";^:;. 


htOntheJhortmfs  ^  Life,  and  uncertainty  of  ^i^ylls. 
^n  at  jbm^i    r,  |Extrai&e4Jrom  a  late  Author.] 

IF  you  fiiould  fee  a  man  who  was  to  crofs  from  Dover  to 
Calais,  run  about  very  bufy,  and  folicitous,  and  trouble 
himfelf  many  weeks  before  in  making  provifions  for  his  voy- 
agc,BWould  you  commend  liim,  as  a  cautious  and  difcreet 
perfon  ?  or  laugh  at  him,  as  a  timorous  and  impertinent 
coxcomb  ? 

A  man  who  is  exceffive  in  his  pains  and  diligence,  and 
who  confumes  the  greateft  part  of  his  time  in  furniftiing 
the  remainder  thereof  with  all  conveniencies,  and  even  fu- 
perfluities,  is,  to  angels,  and  wife  men,  no  lefs  ridiculous : 
he  does  as  little  confider  the  fhortnefs  of  his  pafiage,  that 
he  might  proportion  his  cares  accordingly.  It  is,  alas  !  fo 
narrow  a  ftreight  betwixt  the  womb  and  the  grave,  that  it 
might  be  called  the  Pas  de  vie,  as  well  as  that,  the  Pas  dc 
Calais^     We  are  ail  *E^tif^ip6t,  (as  Pindar  calls  us)  creatures 

of 


lofa  day;  and  therefore  our  Saviour  bounds  our  defires  ta 
that  little  fpace  :  «^s  if  it  were  very  probable  that  every  day 
ihould  be  our  laft,  we  are  taught  to  dernand  even  our  bread 
for  no  longer  a  time. 

The  fun  ought  not  to  fet  upon  our  covetoufnefs,  any 
more  than  ypon  our  anger ;  but  as  in  the  efteem  of  GOD 
Almighty,  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day  ;  fo  In  direft  op^ 
ppfition,  one  day,  to  the  covetous,  may  be  as  a  thoufand 
years.  So  far  he  (hoots  beyorid  bis  bwtt,  that  one  Vpuld  think; 
he  was  of  the  opinion  of  the  Milleniaries,  and  hoped  for  fo 
long  a  reign  upon  eartli.  .  ,;,    :;^        '- 

The  patriarchs  before  the  flbbd,  who  enjoyecTairnoift  fiich 
a  life,  made,  we  are  fure,  lefs  ftores  for  the  maintaining  of 
It.      They  who  lived  nine  hundred  years  fcarcely  provided 
{or  a  few  days.      We  who  live  but  a  few  days,  provide  for, 
at  Icaft,  nine  hundred  years.      What  a  ftrange  alteration  ^s^^ 
this  of  human  life  and  manners  ?  and  vet  we  fee  an  imitation 
of  it  in  every  man's  particular  experience.      For  we  begin 
not  tfie  cares  of  life,  till  life  is  half  fpent ;  and  then  we  ftill 
increafe  them  as  that  d^creafi^s  !   What  is  there  among  the 
aclions  of  beafls  fo  illogical  and  repugnant  to  reafon  ?  When 
they  do  any  thing  which  feems  to  proceed  frpm  reafon,  we 
difdain  to  allow  them  that  perfeftion,   and  attribute  it  only  to 
a  natural  inftin6L      And  are  not  we  fpol§  too  by  the  fame 
kind  of  inftinfl:  ?  If  we  cpuld  but  learn  to  number  our  days 
(as  we  are  taught  to  pray  that  vye  might)  we  fhould  much  bet- 
ter adiuft  our  other  accounts.    But  whilft  we  never  confider 
an  end  of  them,  it  is  no  wonder  if  our  cares  be  \vithout  end 
too  !   From  a  Ihort  life  then  cut  off  all  hopes  that  grow  tg^o 
Ic^gl'    They  muft  be  pruned  away  like  fuckers  that  rolijhe,, 
mother  plant,  and  hmder  it  from  bcanng  truit.        ^^^^^^   ^^p^ 

Sentca  gi\€^  an  example  of  an  acquaintance  of  his,  named 
Senedo,  who  from  a  very  mean  beginning,  by  great  induftry 
in  turning  about  nioney,  through  all  ways  of  gain,  had  at- 
tained to  extraordinary  riches;  but  died  on  a  fudden  after 
having  fupped  merrily,  in  the  full  courfe  of  his  good  for- 
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tuiie,  when  (he  liaJ  a  Krgli  tide,  and  flifr  gale,  and  all  her 
fails  on  ;  upon  which  occafion  he  cries,  out  of  Virgil^ 

Go  MelibauSy  now 

Go  graft  thy  orchards,   and  thy  vineyards  plant. 

Behold  thy  fruit ! 

A\     ...... 

;  For  this  5<f;2m^  I  have  no  compafTion,  becaufe  he  was  ta* 
ken  as  we  fay,  in  ipfo  fafto,  ftill  labouring  in  the  work  of 
avarice.  But  the  poor,  rich  man  in  St.  Luke  (whofe  cafe 
was  not  like  this)  I  could  pity^  if  the  fcripture  would  per- 
mit me.  For  he  feems  to  be  fatisfied  at  laft  ;  he  confeffes  he 
had  enough  for  many  years:  he  bids  his  foul  take  its  eafe; 
and  yet  for  all  that,  GOD  fays  to  him,  Thou  fool,  this  night 
thy  foul  Ihafl  be  required  of  thee,  and  thefi  the  things  thoui 
haft  laid  up^  whom  (hall  they  belong  to  ?  Where  fhall  wc 
find  the  caufes  of  this  bitter  reproach,  and  terrible  judg- 
ment ?  We  may  find  I  think,  two,  and  GOD  perhaps  faw 
more.  Firft,  he  did  not  intend  true  reft  to  his  foul;  but 
ofiTy  Ip  change  the  employments  of  it  from  avarice  to  luxury, 
his  defign  was  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  be  merry.  Secondly,' 
that  he  went  on  too  long  before  he  thought  of  refting.  The 
fulnefs  of  his  old  barns  had  not  fufficed  him.  He  woulcf 
ftay  till  he  was  forced  to  build  new  ones  ;  and  GOD  metecf 
out  to  hi  in  in  the  fame  meafure  ;  fince  he  would  have  mor^' 
riches  than  his  life  could  contain,  GOD  defiroyed  his  life 
and  gave  the  fruits  of  it  to  another.  Thus  GOD  fometimesr 
takes  away  the  man  from  bis  riches,  and  no  lefs  frequently  the 
riches  from  the  man;  what  hope  can  there  l)e  of  fuch'a  . 
marriage,  where  both  parties  are  fo  fickle  and  uncertainly 
By  what  bp^ids  can  fuch  a  couple  be  kept  lone  tcr^ 
getber?  ■    ^  .     - 

vltRiorii:  :S3T§  \'.  ■  b  moil  on-  :\SC 
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&ome  Rules  of  Holy  Living :  Extra&edfrom  a  late  Author: 

I  CANNOT  fay,  I  have  already  attained  ;  but  this  is  that 
which  my  heart  is  fet  to  learn.  That  in  all  I  do,  whe- 
ther facred  or  civil  afcions,  liill  I  may  be  doing  but  one  work^ 
and  driving  on  one  defign,  That  GOD  may  be  pleafed  by  me, 
and  glorified  in  me:  That  not  only  my  praying,  preaching 
and  alms,  may  be  found  upon  my  account ;  but  even  my 
eating,  drinking,  fleeping,  vifits  and  difcourfes ;  becaufe 
they  are  done  to  GOD.  Too  often  do  I  mifs  my  mark  ; 
but  I  will  teil  you  what  are  the  rules  I  fet  myfelf ;  never  to 
lie  down  but  in  the  name  of  GOD  :  not  barely  for  natural 
refrefhment ;  but  that  a  wearied  fervant  of  Chrift  may  be 
recruited  and  fitted  to  ferve  him  better  the  next  day.  Ne- 
ver to  rife  up  but  with  this  refolution,  I  will  go  forth  this 
day  in  the  name  of  GOD,  and  will  make  religion  my  bufi- 
nefs,  and  fpend  the  day  for  eternity.  Never  to  enter  upon 
my  calling,  but  firft  thinking,  I  will  do  thcfe  things  as  unto 
GOD,  becaufe  he  requireth  thefe  things  at  my  hands,  in  the 
place  and  ftation  he  hath  put  me  into.  Never  to  fit  down 
to  table,  but  refolving  I  will  not  eat  merely  to  pleafe  my  ap- 
petite ;  but  to  ftrengthen  myfelf  for  my  Mafter's  work.  Ne- 
ver to  make  a  vifit,  but  to  leave  fomething  of  GOD  where  1 
go;  andinevery  company  to  leave  agood  favourbehind.  This 
is  that  which  1  am  preffing  hard  after  :  and  if  I  flrive  not 
to  walk  by  thefe  rules,  let  this  paper  be  a  witnefs  againfl;  me^ 

From  Alexander  Forbes,  to  the  Rev.  J.  Wesley. 

Pembroke,  Nov.  8,   1775- 
Rev.  Sir, 

AS   my  defign  in  writing  the  following   lines  is,  that 
GOD  may  be  glorified,   I  am  perfuaded  you  will  par- 
don the  freedom  I  have  taken. 

I  was  born  in  the  province  of  Ulfler  in  Ireland,   and  at 
the  age  of  feven  years  could  read  the  bible  tollerably  well. 

My 
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My  parents  perceiving  in  me  an  aptnefs  for  learning,  had 
Tome  thoughts  of  having  me  taught  the  languages;  but  their 
defigns  were  fruftrated  by  the  following  accident.  A  cow 
running  her  horn  into  my  mouth,  tore  it  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  the  roof  thereof  was  laid  almoft  acrofs  my  thro:it,  and 
occafioned  my  food  often  to  gufh  out  at  my  noftrils.  Yet, 
bleffed  be  GOD!  I  was  cured,  and  without  any  outward 
deformity. 

When  near  feventeen  years  of  age,  I  enlifted  in  the  for- 
ty fixth  regiment  of  footj  where  following  the  example  of 
iny  licentious  comrades,  I  plunged  into  all  manner  of  fin. 
Thus  I  continued  until  I  entered  upon  my  twenty-firft  year, 
when  lo!  GOD  convinced  me  of  my  finfulnefs  and  help- 
lelTnefs.  On  this  I  fought  the  Lord  in  earneft,  and  foon 
found  reft  in  him.  I  continued  happy  for  fometime;  but 
giving  way  to  trifling,  I  loft  the  precious  pearl.  I  conti- 
nued in  this  flate  about  fifteen  months;  but  being  bred  a 
Calvinift,  I  imagined  it  was  only  a  "  winter  feafon,"  and 
that  as  I  was  once  juftified,  I  could  never  entirely  make 
fhipwreck  of  my  faith. 

As  I  fat  one  day  with  my  comrades,  I  obferved  a  leaf 
falling  from  a  tree;  whereupon  1  reafoned  thus:  That  leaf 
returns  to  earth,  its  original  mother ;  fo  muft  my  body. 
But  where  riiuft  my  foul  go  then  ?  This  y/^a^  like  thunder 
to  riie.  On  this  I  inftantly  left  my  companions,  went  td 
my  bible  and  read  the  following  words,  "  The  wicked  fhall 
be  turned  into  hell,  with  all  the  people  that  forget  GOD." 
I  then  knew  not  what  to  do!  Whatever  way  I  looked,  I 
faw  deftru6lion  before  me.  Then,  in  the  bitternefs  of  my 
foul,  I  cried.  Lord,  fave  or  I  perifti!  Oa  reading  my  bible 
again,  I  fourtd  the  following  words,  *'  Though  thou  haft  play, 
led  the  harlot  with  many  lovers,  yet  return  unto  me,  faith 
tile  Lord."  O,  thought  I,  will  the  Lord  receive  fuch  a 
wretch  as  me!  Then  looking  farther,  I  read,  "  I  will  heal 
your  backflidings  and  love  you  freely.'*  This  gave  me  fome 
comlort.  I  faw  fuch  tendernefs  in  Jefus^^  as  emboldened 
me  to  pray.      I  wreftled,  groaned,  and  pleaded  with  GOD 
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for  an  anfwer  of  peace;   and  rn  lefs  than  two  Jays^  I  agalft 
found  a  fenfe   of  pardon. 

After  fome  time  I  found  the  i  irrings  cf  evil  paffions, 
which  leffened  my  joy,  and  caufcd  me  fometimes  to  doubt 
of  m^  juftification.  But  in  a  (hort  time  the  Lord  difpel- 
led  thefe  clouds,  and  cleared  up  my  evidence.  Alter  this, 
Satan  afTaulted  me  with  many  fore  temptations.  Among 
other  things,  I  was  more  ccuifiimed  in  Calvinifm.than  ever. 
But  after  fom^  time  a  foldier  convinced  me  of  the  inconfift- 
ency  of  nriy  do^lrines :  particularly  of  abfolute,  unconditi- 
onal eleflion  and  reprobation.  From  this  tim.e  forth  I  grew 
in  gr^ce:  But  the  floppage  in  my  fpeech  llill  continued, 
infomueh  that  fometimes  I  could  hardly  tell  my  experience 
to  my  brethren; 

Near  feven  months  ago,  being  forely  burthenecl  with  in* 
bred  fin,  1  was  often  conftrained  to  cry  out,  who  (hall  de- 
liver me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?  when  lo  !  on  Wed- 
nefdav  the  19th  of  April  laft,  juft  as  Mr.  D.  had  done 
preaching,  the  Lord  filled  my  foul  with  love.  O  how 
Jovelv  was  Jefus  to  me  then  !  I  (homed  out,  Hallelujah  to 
GOD  and  the  Lamb!  AH  praife  to  the  prince  of  peace! 
After  praying  to,  and  praifing  GOD,  1  departed  with 
heaven  in  tny  fdol,  I  could  fay,  furely  in  the  Lord  have  1 
righteoufnefs  and  llrength.  1  was  as  fure  that  my  foul  was 
cleanfed  from  all  filthinefs,  as  ever  I  was  that  my  fins  were 
pardoned.  But  what  was  matter  of  more  praife,  my  tongue 
was  loofed  and  I  could  fpeak  plain!  And  whereas  I  ufed  to 
fhake  my  head,  and  diftort  my  face  in- fpeaking,  I  could 
now  converfe  with  great  eafe.  My  underftanding  was  alfo 
much  enlightened;  for  what  was  formerly  hidden,  was  now 
open  and  plain.  Since  that  time  GOD  has  given  me  fome 
ability  to  preach,  which  1  have  found  almoil  as  eafy  to  do 
as  to  read.  <^^^'^  f:'^6\'^i^  .mi'?-  ^^- 

When  I  corhmuriicated  my  mind  to  fome  of  the  preach- 
ers,  they  told  me,  the  loofing  of  my  tongue  was  a  fign  that 
GOD  intended  I  fho.uld  ufe  it  in  proclaiming  the  finner'?? 
friend;  hut  for  farther  direftion  they  defi  red  m.e  to  go  to 
the  All-wife  GOD,   which  I  did. 

About 
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About  a  raonth  ago,  I  embarked  for  America,-  with  a  le- 
folution  of  piiblifliing  the  gofpel  there,  or  wherever  elfc 
GOD  fhouH  caft  my  lot.  But  being  by  contrary  wind> 
drove  into  Milford-haven,  and  an  order  having  come  from 
government  for  us  to  flay  in  South  Wales  till  further  or- 
ders, I  now  embrace  the  opportunity  of  craving  your  ad- 
vice. And  I  earneftly  requeft  that  you  will  write  to  me 
foon:  for  a  few  lines  ffom  you  may  be  a  great  encourage- 
ment to  me,  who  am  vyilling  to  fpend  and  be  fpent  in  ex- 
ercifing  my  tongue  to  the  glpry  of  him  who  has  loofened  it. 
It  may  ah'o  remove  prejudice  from  w^eak  mindvS,  who  may 
otherwife  be  oflTeijd^d  at  hearing  a  foldier  invite  fmners  to 
the  g^fpt^l  feaih  not  confidering  that  COD  fends  by  whom 
he  wi''  fend,  and  that  the  weaker  the  inRrument,  the  greats 
CI  hi->   gioiy  !  ^^^j^^,^^ 

With  all  due  refpe^,  I  am,  Rev.  Sir,  yours  at  command, 

A.  r. 

He  preached  fome  time  in  America  with  great  fuccefs; 
but  being  wounded  in  an  engagement,  a  few  days  after  dl- 
«d,glorioufly  in  the  full  triumph  of  faith. 


Poetry. 


On  Con  t'-i  n  t  m  e  n  t, 

Fi\REWEL,  afpuing  thoughts,  no  more 
My  foul  {fiall  leave  the  pea^^fel  fhpr,et 
To  fail  ambition's  main  ;        Jdv*     J  v    - 
Fallacious  as  the  harlot's  kifs, 
You  promife  me  uncertain  blifs, 
But  give  me  certain  pain. 

A  beauteous  profpefl:  firft  you  fhew, 
Which  ere  furvey'd,   you  paint  anew. 

And  paint  it  wondrous  pleafant ;  This 
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This  in  a  third  is  quickly  loft ; 
Thus  future  good  we  covet  moft. 
But  ne'er  enjoy  the  prefent. 

Deluded  on  from  fcene  to  fcene^ 
We  never  end,  but  flill  begin, 

By  flatt'ring  hope  betray 'd  : 
I'm  weary  of  the  painful  chdce, 
Let  others  run  this  endlefs  race, 

To  catch  a  flying  Ihade. 

Let  others  boaft  their  ufelefs  wealth  ; 
Have  I  not  honefty  and  health, 

Which  riches  cannot  give  ? 
Let  others  to  preferment  foar. 
And  changing  liberty  for  power. 

In  golden  fhackles  livco 

*Tis  time  at  length  I  fhould  be  wife^ 

^Tis  time  to  feek  fubftantial  joys, 

Joys  out  of  fortune's  pow'r  ; 

Wealth,  honours,  dignity,  and  fame, 

Are  joys  the  blind  capricious  dame 

Takes  from  us  ev'ry  hour.  -..I  ""*^ 

.  A  nofi 


Come,  confcious  vlrtwe,  fill  my  breaft, 
And  bring  content,    thy  daughter,  dreft 

In  ever  fmiling  charms. 
Let  facred  friendfliip  too  attend, 
A  friendlhip  worthy  of  my  friend, 

Such  as  my  Lelius  warms. 

With  thefe  Tli  in  my  bofom  make 
A  bulwark  fortune  cannot  fhakc. 

Though  all  her  ftorms  arife  : 
Look  down  and  pity  gilded  flaves, 
Defpife  ambition's  giddy  knaves. 

And  wifh  the  fools  were  wife. 
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